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just  forming.  In  a  moment  there  was  a  scene  of  inextricable  con- 
fusion. The  Colonel  had  entered  the  wood,  but  had  not  come  out 
of  it ;  the  Lieutenant-Colonel,  only  saved  by  some  of  his  men  from 
being  taken  prisoner,  had  not  yet  regained  his  saddle ;  the  Senior 
Major  was  enveloped  in  the  rout  of  the  first  battalion ;  while  the 
standard-bearer,  unhorsed,  had  lost  the  colors.  There  was  thus  no 
general  rallying  points,  and  each  officer  and  man  had  to  act  on  his 
individual  responsibility.  Kester  had  one  little  knot  of  men  col- 
lected, Lucas  another ;  other  officers  were  hunting  for  their  men  ; 
when,  with  a  yell,  a  body  of  rebel  horsemen  swept  down  upon  the 
disordered  troopers.  The  Mounted  Eifles,  who  had  not  charged, 
instead  of  covering  the  Jersey,  turned  and  left  the  field ;  and  the 
First  Regiment,  under  the  terrible  fire  of  the  infantry,  had  no 
chance  of  meeting  properly  this  fierce  assault.  The  whole  body 
broke  from  the  field,  the  officers  still  keeping  towards  the  enemy, 
and  endeavoring  at  intervals,  and  with  some  success,  to  check  the 
vigor  of  the  pursuit. 

Among  the  last  to  retire  was  Captain  Thomas  Haines.  In  the 
midst  of  the  confusion  his  slender  form  was  conspicuous,  as  he 
called  to  the  men  of  his  company  and  sought  to  rally  them  around 
him.  As  he  was  crossing  the  heavy  ground  bordering  the  stream, 
a  squad  of  the  Virginia  Cavalry,  led  by  an  officer  in  a  long  gray 
coat,  who  sat  erect  and  easily  upon  his  bounding  charger,  came 
down  upon  the  flank  of  the  fugitives.  A  bullet  from  that  officer's 
pistol  penetrated  the  body  of  Captain  Haines,  who  dropped,  dying, 
from  his  horse.  Broderick,  in  whose  company  he  had  been  Lieute- 
nant, was  close  behind  him  as  he  fell.  Rising  on  his  horse,  he 
turned  round  upon  the  rebels,  and  shouting  "stop!"  fired  his 
revolver  at  their  leader.  The  officer  reeled  in  his  saddle,  and  his 
men,  catching  him  in  their  arms,  hurried  back  from  the  spot. 
Broderick  stooped  over  Haines,  and  called  him  by  his  name;  but 
there  was  no  answer,  and  there  was  no  time  to  pause.  Leaving 
the  lifeless  form,  as  the  enemy  again  pressed  upon  him,  he  sadly 
spurred  his  horse  to  a  renewal  of  his  flight. 

If  a  cavalry  charge  is  glorious,  a  cavalry  rout  is  dreadful.  Press- 
ing upon  one  another,  strained  to  the  utmost  of  their  speed,  the 
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horses  catch  an  infection  of  fear  which  rouses  them  to  frenzy.  The 
men,  losing  their  places  in  the  ranks,  and  all  power  of  formation 
or  hope  of  combined  resistance,  rush  madly  for  some  point  of 
safety  upon  which  it  may  be  possible  to  rally.  Each  check  in 
front  makes  the  mass  behind  more  dense  and  desperate,  until 
horses  and  men  are  overthrown  and  ridden  over,  trampled  on  by 
others  as  helpless  as  themselves  to  rescue  or  to  spare.  The  speed 
grows  momentarily  greater.  Splashing  through  pools  of  mire, 
breaking  down  fences,  darting  under  trees,  with  clang  of  sabers 
and  din  of  hoofs,  officers  wild  with  shame  and  raore  shouting-  them- 
selves  hoarse  with  unavailing  curses,  and  the  bullets  of  the  enemy 
whistling  shrilly  overhead,  the  mingled  mass  sweeps  on,  until  utter 
exhaustion  stops  them,  or  their  commanders,  struggling  to  the  front, 
can  indicate  the  place  to  form.  Thus  the  First  New  Jersey  gal- 
loped from  the  field  of  their  defeat,  leaving  their  Colonel,  three 
Captains,  one-twelfth  of  their  troopers  and  the  regimental  colors  in 
the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

Rallying  on  the  first  ground  that  afforded  them  a  chance  to  form, 
the  regiment  checked  the  pursuit  before  it  was  relieved  by  the  rest 
of  the  brigade,  and  then  dispirited  and  broken  down,  it  retired  into 
camp.  A  few  of  the  officers  remained  upon  the  field,  and  were 
spectators  of  that  magnificent  fight  of  the  Pennsylvania  Bucktails, 
in  which  that  battalion,  unsupported,  checked  and  even  drove  the 
whole  of  Ashby's  infantiy.  Into  the  woods  the  little  body  of  one 
hundred  and  twenty  officers  and  men  hurled  themselves  against  the 
enemy.  Two  regiments  that  were  in  their  front  reeled  and  retreated 
before  their  rapid  and  deadly  fire— Ashby  himself  falling  in  the 
vain  attempt  to  rally  them.  Assailed  in  flank  by  a  third  regiment, 
with  their  Colonel  and  twenty-live  men  wounded,  and  no  support 
coming  to  them  from  the  infantry  of  Fremont,  the  little  band 
retired,  the  Colonel  refusing  to  be  carried  from  the  field  where  his 
men  had  killed  and  wounded  many  more  than  their  own  number 
of  the  enemy.  With  this  glorious  contest  ended  the  fighting  for 
the  day. 

While  the  Major-General  was  spending  the  next  day  in  delibera- 
tion, Captain  Broderick,  the  Surgeon  and  another  member  of  the 
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regimental  staff,  accompanied  by  three  men  of  Company  K,  resolved 
to  attempt  the  recovery  of  the  bod}'  of  Captain  Haines.  Passing 
beyond  the  point  where  Fremont's  scouts  had  ventured,  they  fol- 
lowed the  road  to  the  battle-ground,  discovering  and  relieving  some 
wounded  Federal  soldiers,  and  some  wounded  officers  of  the 
enemy.  They  found  that  a  worthy  farmer  of  the  neighborhood  had 
decently  interred  the  uncoffined  corpse,  and  that  he  was  the  only 
one  of  our  officers  who  had  fallen  on  the  field.  The  others  were  all 
prisoners  and  had  been  carried  off  by  the  enemy.  In  a  house,  a 
little  way  beyond,  lay  young  Jones,  of  Company  A,  at  the  very 
point  of  death.  He  was  very  young,  with  a  face  as  smooth  and 
beardless  as  a  girl's,  and  with  that  sweetness  of  expression  which  is 
even  lovelier  in  masculine  youth  than  in  the  features  of  a  woman. 
As  his  Captain,  Shelmire,  was  led  past  him  a  prisoner,  the  boy 
spoke  his  name.  The  Captain,  dismounting,  took  him  tenderly  in 
his  arms,  soothing  him  and  comforting.  Then  bending  down  and 
printing  on  his  pale  lips  a  kiss,  the  stdut  but  gentle-hearted  soldier 
continued  his  march  to  prison. 

Removing  the  body  of  poor  Haines  from  the  earth,  and  preparing 
it  as  well  as  they  could  for  removal,  the  party  sadly  departed  into 
the  farmer's  house  to  wash  their  hands.  Here  as  they  purified 
themselves  from  dust,  their  eyes  fell  upon  some  appetizing  pies 
which  the  woman  of  the  house  had  just  drawn  out  of  the  oven  ; 
and  the  ever-present  hunger  of  campaigners  awoke  in  them  with  all 
its  vigor.  They  had  just  concluded  a  bargain  for  these  dainties  when 
Sergeant  Brooks  announced  the  appearance  of  the  enemy,  compel- 
ling them  to  mount  their  horses  and  abandon  the  enclosure  of  the 
house.  There,  under  cover  of  the  fatal  wood,  were  undoubtedly 
eight  or  ten  rebel  horsemen,  maintaining  a  threatening  appearance. 
But  when  men  have  been  long  on  rough  fare,  a  pie  becomes  a  mat- 
ter of  importance,  not  to  be  resigned  for  trivial  causes.  Showing  a 
firm  front  to  the  enemy,  therefore,  a  detachment  of  the  party  ad- 
vanced to  the  house,  and  received  the  precious  dainties,  bearing 
them  off  triumphantly,  in  the  very  teeth  of  the  enemy ;  and  then 
with  dignified  gravity  of  pace,  they  commenced  their  retreat  and 
the  consumption  of  tlje  eatables. 
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In  the  Harrisonburg  churchyard  their  lamented  comrade  was 
interred  on  the  following  day,  while  the  cannonade  at  Cross  Keys 
thundered  out  a  requiem  ;  and  no  eye  was  tearless  as  the  earth  was 
thrown  upon  his  coffin.  He  was  one  of  those  youths,  in  whom 
center  the  affections  of  a  family,  who  were  yet  solemnly  dedicated 
to  the  service  of  their  country ;  and  doing  that  service  nobly,  lie 
laid  down  his  young  life.  What  he  might  have  been,  who  can 
tell?  "What  he  was  is  the  treasured  memory  of  those  who  have  a 
right  to  keep  the  veil  drawn  over  the  picture  of  their  love  as  well 
as  their  affliction. 

The  battle  of  Cross  Ke}7s  was  fought  when  Jackson  was  able  at 
the  same  time  to  check  Fremont  and  still  keep  open  his  line  of 
retreat  by  Port  Republic.  Movements  that  looked  feasible  on 
paper,  failed  in  the  field,  either  from  incompetence,  dilatoriness  or 
want  of  harmonv  in  the  commanders,  or  else  through  those  acci- 
dents  of  the  weather  which  had  not  been  taken  into  account ;  and 
the  campaign  which  looked  so  fair  in  May,  closed  in  June  with  a 
succession  of  defeats. 

Ill— Pope's  Advance. 

On  the  Wednesday  succeeding  the  action  at  Cross  Keys,  the 
First  Cavalry  was  ordered  to  return  to  General  McDowell,  and  by 
the  third  week  in  June  was  in  camp  at  Manassas  Junction,  where 
it  remained  until  the  stragglers  had  come  in,  when  it  proceeded,  by 
way  of  Warrenton  Junction  and  Culpepper  Court  House,  to  Madi- 
son Court  House.  Thence  it  was  ordered  to  proceed,  under  Genera: 
Hatch,  to  Gordonsville  and  Charlottesville,  to  hold  the  railroad 
and  destroy  communication  with  the  Valley.  Hatch,  however, 
giving  undue  credence  to  the  reports  of  natives  and  others,  im- 
agined (erroneously)  that  a  force  had  been  thrown  on  his  flank,  and 
that  the  front  was  too  strongly  held  to  be  attacked,  and  conse- 
quently, instead  of  carrying  out  the  plans  of  General  Pope,  (who 
was  much  enraged  on  account  of  the  failure,)  countermarched  his 
command  through  a  difficult  country,  by  way  of  Sperryville,  t-> 
Culpepper.  Subsequently,  the  regiment  was  again  sent  forward. 
but  without  result.     About  the  last  of  July,  it  was  advanced  to 
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the  Eapidan,  which  it  held  from  Kapidan  Station  to  near  Cave's 
Ford,  connecting  with  Buford's  pickets  from  Madison  Court  House. 
No  movement  of  any  moment  being  made,  the  regiment  remained 
there,  skirmishing  successfully  every  day,  twelve  miles  from  any 
support,  while  the  enemy  again  took  the  offensive. 

At  length,  on  the  night  of  the  7th  of  August,  General  Jackson 
crossed  with  fifteen  thousand  men  at  Barnett's  Ford.  The  follow- 
ing morning,  at  three  o'clock,  Colonel  Karge,  with  a  battalion  of 
the  regiment,  moved  around  the  left  of  the  enemy,  where  the 
rebel  cavalry  had  left  their  tracks  the  night  before.  Captain  Jane- 
way  taking  one  direction  and  Karge  another,  Lieutenant  Beekman, 
in  charge  of  Janeway's  extreme  advance,  pushing  rapidly  ..along, 
dashed  upon  and  captured  a  party  at  breakfast,  coming  off  with 
twenty-three  prisoners.  Captain  Bristoe,  in  another  direction, 
captured  two  ;  and,  moving  by  bye-roads  quite  around  the  enemy's 
left,  the  battalion  returned  to  the  main  body  in  safety.  Meanwhile, 
Captains  Boyd  and  Lucas,  with  a  small  body  of  sixty  men,  re- 
mained on  picket  at  Eapidan  Station.  A  dispatch  had  been  sent 
them  in  the  morning  warning  them  to  retire,  but  the  messenger 
never  reached  the  station.  p  Towards  evening,  Captain  Boyd,  who 
had  been  giving  some  information  to  a  topographical  engineer, 
found  himself  cut  off  from  his  men,  and  pursued  by  a  party  of  the 
enemy.  In  order  to  escape,  he  was  forced  to  take  the  road  to  the 
regimental  camp,  but  as  he  drew  near,  an  old  negro  woman  warned 
him  that  it  was  in  possession  of  the  enemy ;  and  as  he  turned,  the 
rebels,  whom  he  had  distanced,  again  caught  sight  of  him  and 
gave  pursuit.  Dashing  into  the  woods,  he  managed,  after  awhile, 
to  elude  the  foe,  and  after  crouching  in  the  woods  during  the 
night,  the  next  morning  joined  the  regiment  as  it  formed  in  line  of 
battle.  Captain  Lucas,  thus  left  in  command,  with  cool  audacity 
held  his  position  through  the  night ;  and  though  his  pickets  were 
three  times  driven  in,  each  time  replaced  them  in  person,  deter- 
mined to  hold  his  ground  to  the  very  last.  In  the  morning,  he 
found  two  rebel  regiments  half  a  mile  on  his  rio-ht,  and  another  at 
the  same  distance  on  the  left;  but  going  quietly  and  cautiously 
through  the  woods,  he  brought  oft*  his  men  in  safety  except  two 
51 
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-who  bad  been  taken  during  the  night  This  steadiness  of  Lucas 
probably  saved  the  day  at  Cedar  Mountain,  as  it  delayed  the  forces 
of  the  enemy,  who  might  otherwise  have  turned  our  left. 

IV — Cedar  Mountain. 
On  Saturday  morning,  the  9th  of  August,  General  Banks  drew 
up  his  cavalry  in  line  of  battle  supporting  his  batteries,  and  distri- 
buted the  two  or  three  regiments  of  infantry  belonging  to  General 
Crawford  in  the  most  imposing   manner   possible.     From  seven 
o'clock  in  the  morning  until  half-past  three  in  the  aftemon,  the  men 
stood  there  motionless,  only  occasional  shots  being  exchanged  be- 
tween our  own  and  the  hostile  batteries.     In  the  meantime  the  rest 
of  Banks'  (skeleton)  corps  came  up;    but  still  he  was  compelled  to 
keep  his  cavalry  in  front  to  hide  his  weakness  in  infantry.     At 
half-past  three  a  vigorous  lire  was  opened  upon  our  line  from  the 
left,  to  which  the  battery  of  the  First  New  York  Artillery  replied 
with  great  effect.     Lieutenant-Colonel  Karge,  though  so  prostrated 
by  sickness  as  to  be  unable  to  keep  command  of  the  regiment, 
immediately  drew  it  into  a  position  where  a  rising  ground  in  front 
disturbed  the  accuracy  of  the  rebel  range,  and  then  led  out  the 
skirmishers  of  the  first  squadron  under  Captain  Bristoe,  of  Company 
B.     This  splendid  body  of  men  held  their  ground  nobly,  and  for 
three-quarters  of  an  hour  checked  the  efforts  of  the  rebels  to  de- 
bouch round  a  wood.     At  length  the  enemy  leveled  at  them  a  tell- 
ing artillery  fire,  and  with  heavy  expenditure  of  ammunition  forced 
them  to  retire,  after  the  Ehode  Island  CavalrjT,  which  covered  their 
left,  had  swept  back  at  a  gallop.     Both  bodies  of  skirmishers,  how- 
ever, re-formed,  and  took  their  places  in  the  ranks  with  marvelous 
promptitude.     Still  the  enemy  made  but  little  progress,  the  batten- 
in  his   front   having  command  of  his  line.      Presently,  however, 
determined  if  possible,  to  capture  the  guns,  the  rebels  threw  out  a 
regiment  of  sharpshooters  to  disperse  the  cavalry,  and  the  heat  oi 
the  engagement  at  once  became  more  intense  and  exciting.     At 
this  moment,  Broderick,  who  was  in  charge  of  some  skirmisher.-  on 
the  right,  stealing  cautiously  through   the  timber,  discovered  tin- 
precise  position  of  the  rebels  who  were  engaging  us  and  hastily 
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signaling  the  commander  of  the  battery,  and  procuring  the  requi- 
site direction,  shell  after  shell  was  promptly  dropped  into  the  midst 
of  the  denser-formed  brigade  lying  behind  the  cover,  causing  the 
men  to  scatter  in  dismay  and  disorder — many  being  killed  outright. 
But  still  the  rebel  sharpshooters  were  pouring  a  vigorous  fire  into 
our  line,  the  balls  falling  thickly  among  and  around  the  cavalry- 
men. Suddenly  there  was  a  slight  confusion  in  the  ranks  of  Com- 
pany A.  "Steady  there,"  cried  the  Major,  sternly.  Two  men, 
Washington  Kaimer  and  Albert  Young,  drew  their  horses  out  of 
the  ranks  and  saluted,  saying  quietly,  "  We  are  hit,  sir,"  as  they 
moved  to  the  rear.  The  ranks  closed  up  again  like  a  wall,  and  in 
ten  minutes,  these  two  men,  instead  of  nursing  their  hurts,  had  the 
balls  extracted,  the  wounds  bandaged  by  the  Surgeon,  and  before 
the  blood  had  clotted  on  the  lint,  were  once  more  back  in  their 
places.  Once  the  rebels  attempted  to  bring  a  piece  of  artillery  out 
of  the  wood  against  us,  but  the  men  of  our  battery  were  too  vigi- 
lant for  them ;  as  they  brought  it  above  the  brow  of  the  hill,  a 
gallant  Dutch  gunner  squinted  carefully  along  his  piece,  and  in- 
stantly discharging  it,  the  rebel  gun  was  seen  to  bound  upwards  and 
topple  over  dismounted  to  the  ground. 

But  still  the  balls  of  the  sharpshooters  kept  doing  their  work, 
and  our  position  was  fast  becoming  untenable.  A  fresh  rebel 
battery  had  been  so  placed  as  to  command  the  entire  field  in  wnich 
the  cavalry  were  posted.  General  Banks,  who  had  come  up,  seeing 
that  the  whole  line  was  threatened  with  annihilation,  ordered  them 
to  retire  to  a  new  position,  which  was  done  in  perfect  order,  though 
the  ground  they  traversed  was  like  the  floor  of  a  fiery  furnace  with 
exploding  shells — three  batteries  of  the  enemy  hurling  upon  it  a 
converging  fire.  As  the  Jersey  regiment  passed  his  range,  two 
of  the  platoon  commanders  fell — Beekman  with  two  pounds  of  iron 
in  his  shoulder ;  Alanson  Austin  with  his  thigh  almost  severed 
from  his  body.4     With  the  same  discharge  several  of  the  men  were 

*  Major  Beaumont's  "  Reminiscences"  has  the  following  in  reference  to  young  Austin  : 

''There  lay  the  poor  boy,  almost  a  child  in  look,  and  a  sort  of  pet  among  officers 

and  men,  pale  and  stunned,  in  the  arms  of  some  of  his  platoon,  his  right  lei;  nearly 

severed  from  his  body.     The  crushed  and  torn  muscles  showed  among  them  the  broken 

bone,  and  the  blood  dropped  slowly  to  the  ground,  mingling  with  the  dust.     To  get 
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wounded,  and  the  horse  of  Craig,  Sergeant-Major  of  the  third 
battalion,  was  struck  dead  to  the  earth.  Though  he  was  the  last 
man  of  the  column,  and  there  was  now  no  protection  against  the 
advancing  enemy,  he  paused  in  the  midst  of  the  fire  to  remove  his 
saddle  and  equipments,  and  bearing  them  on  his  back  proceeded  on 
foot  to  re-join  his  regiment. 

The  obstinacy  of  the  cavalry  and  Crawford's  small  brigade  had 
accomplished  the  vital  object;  and  when  they  retired,  it  was  upon 
the  line  which  Banks  had  formed  behind  them.  The  First  New 
Jersey  had  no  more  actual  fighting  to  encounter,  though  they  con- 
tinued drawn  up  upon  the  left  flank,  ready  to  charge,  should  it 
be  required.  Upon  their  comrades  of  the  First  Pennsylvania  was 
imposed  the  only  duty  that  afterwards  fell  to  the  share  of  the 
cavalry. 

Brief  as  the  engagement  had  been,  the  number  of  the  wounded 
was  very  large — though  the  First  Jersey  lost  only  eleven  men.  All 
night  long  the  surgeons  were  busily  employed,  and  yet  there  seemed 
no  diminution  in  the  number  who  needed  care — until  at  length, 
Assistant-Surgeon  Dayton,  of  the  First,  sank  down  in  utter  pros- 
tration.5    Just  then  the  enemy  opened  a  cannonade  in  the  darkness 

him  into  an  ambulance  and  drive  back  to  the  hospital  seemed  fearfully  Ion?  for  all; 
and  the  men  felt  every  jolt  almost  as  sharply  as  did  he.  Behind  a  wood  was  spread 
out  the  ghastly  apparatus  of  military  surgery,  and  the  poor  boy  was  removed  as  quickly 
as  circumstances  would  permit  to  the  neighborhood  of  the  table.  As  he  lay  in  tin." 
Chaplain's  arms  he  seemed  to  recognize  the  voice  that  spoke  to  him,  and  with  the  faint 
gaspings  of  a  dying  man  he  whispered,  '  Oh,  Chaplain,  if  I  could  only  pray '.'  (  Shall 
I  pray  for  youV  'Yes.'  And  the  Chaplain  put  up  those  exquisite  petitions  in  the 
service  for  the  visitation  of  the  sick.  Austin's  lips  roofed  as  if  he  were  following  the 
words  of  the  petition  to  the  very  end.  Then  he  was  lifted  on  the  table,  the  sponge  t»l 
chloroform  applied,  and  the  ghastly  work  of  amputation  performed.  He  never  recov- 
ered from  the  shock.  His  mind  wandered  again  to  the  action,  and  he  uttered  words  *>t 
command  to  his  men.  At  last,  with  a  feeble  motion  of  his  hand,  he  made  an  effort  t<> 
ejaculate  'Star-spangled  banner!'  These  were  his  last  words.  The  shells  of  th 
enemy  came  plunging  through  the  wood,  and  struck  against  the  fence  behind  whieh 
our  hospital  was  established.  Austin  was  placed  in  an  ambulance,  beside  Bceknnin, 
who  had  been  hit  almost  at  the  same  moment;  and  the  whole  establishment  mov<  - 
back  to  a  house  in  the  rear.  Scarcely  had  he  been  removed  from  the  vehicle  when  lu- 
quietly  breathed  his  last.  He  lies  buried  in  Culpepper,  in  the  southwest  corner  <•• 
our  military  graveyard,  while  his  cousin  Haines  sleeps  at  Harrisonburg,  awaiting  th« 
same  general   Resurrection." 

s  A  note  from  Chaplain  Tine  says  : 

"Surgeon  Phillips  was  sick  in  Washington,  Assistant-Surgeon  Dayton  had  been  lyinu 
down  all  day  oppressed  with  illness;  but  the  moment  that  his  services  were  required, 
he  rallied  his  energies,  and  worked  with  zeal  and  efficiency.     Though  the  loss  of  tl 
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upon  some  of  our  men,  who  had  incautiously  lighted  fires  to  pre- 
pare a  cup  of  coffee.  General  Pope,  who  had  but  lately  arrived 
upon  the  field,  seeing  a  battery  not  far  from  where  he  was  stand- 
ing, the  balls  from  which  fell  into  our  ranks,  ordered  Captain  Asch, 
of  the  First  New  Jersey,  who  was  on  his  staff,  to  ride  over  to  it 
and  direct  its  commander  to  cease  firing.  Asch  hinted  that  he 
thought  it  was  a  rebel  battery.  "  Nonsense,"  replied  the  General, 
':  you  g°  an(^  giye  them  the  order."  The  Captain  rode  boldly  up 
and  exclaimed,  "  The  General  directs  that  you  cease  firing." 
i£  Does  the  General  order  that  ?"  asked  the  surprised  artillery  officer. 
"Yes,"  said  Asch,  "he  sent  me  with  peremptory  orders;"  and 
while  the  wondering  rebel  obeyed,  the  aid  galloped  off,  delighted 
to  escape  without  detection.6  The  fire  ceased,  but  at  the  same 
moment  the  battery  was  opened  upon  by  one  of  our  own  with  a 
raking  fire,  and  next  morning  the  ground  was  found  covered  with 


regiment  was  but  eleven,  the  loss  of  the  army  was  great ;  and  he  labored  on  until,  at 
eleven  o'clock  at  night,  he  fell  down  by  the  side  of  the  man  whose  wounds  he  was 
dressing.  Even  then,  he  took  charge  of  a  train  of  ambulances  containing  fifty  of  the 
wounded,"  took  them  into  Culpepper,  found  a  church  to  use  as  a  hospital,  received  the 
next  day  nearly  thirty  more,  managed  so  skilfully  as  to  have  only  one  death  and  no 
amputations,  procured  abundant  rations  and  hay  for  bedding,  had  the  air  kept  pure 
and  the  building  clean,  and  had  altogether  by  far  the  best  hospital  in  the  place." 

c  Lieutenant-Colonel  Karge  had  been  in  hospital  at  Culpepper  Court  House.     Before 

assuming  command  he  issued  the  following  order :  , 

[Regimental  Order,  Xo  171.  J 

"  Headquarters  First  New  Jersey  Cavalry,      ) 
Camp  near  Cedar  Mountain,  Virginia,  August  1-1,  180:2.  \ 

"  The  commanding  officer  of  this  regiment  takes  the  first  opportunity  of  expressing 
his  high  gratification  at  the  cool  and  brave  behavior  of  both  the  men  and  officers  during 
the  last  action.  Although  himself  severely  indisposed,  he  was  watching  the  move- 
ments of  the  regiment,  and  its  intrepidity  while  under  a  galling  fire;  with  unlimited 
pride,  Major  Beaumont  in  command  of  the  regiment,  acquitted  himself  nobly,,  as  an 
officer,  by  his  coolness,  and  the  excellent  manoeuvers  which  he  performed  under  a 
heavy  tire  of  shell. 

"The  commanding  officer,  therefore,  gives  his  heartfelt  thanks  to  you,  brave  defend- 
ers of  your  country  and  your  principles,  and  you  may  well  rest  assured  that  the  date  of 
the  ninth  of  August  will  be  deeply  impressed  upon  his  heart,  as  the  day  on  which  he 
has  seen  the  regiment,  nurtured  by  him,  do  its  whole  duty.  The  commanding  officer 
desires  to  take  notice  of  the  coolness,  prompt  obedience  to  orders,  and  energetic  per- 
formance of  their  duty,  by  Hospital-Steward  Samuel  C.  Lame,  Orderly  William  Shaw, 
Corporal  Voorhces,  Ambulance-Driver  McAffce,  and  the  men  attached  to  the  Hospital 
Department,  without  exception,  and  to  give  them  the  thanks  of  the  regiment  for 
promptly  assisting  our  brave  wounded  from  the  field,  in  spite  of  danger  and  under  a 
heavy  fire.    By  order  of 

"Joseph  Karge,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Commanding." 
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dead  horses,  heaped  together  where  they  stood  when   waiting  to 
limber  up. 

The  glorious  resistance  shown  by  our  small  force  on  the  9th,  was 
not  followed  up  by  General  Pope  on  the  10th,  though  the  enemy 
was  actually  leaving  his  train  and  his  artillery  teamless  in  the  road, 
in  a  confused  apprehension  of  pursuit  from  us;  and  on  the  18th, 
the  First  Regiment  was  ordered,  with  the  rest  of  the  cavalry,  to 
cover  the  rear  in  a  retrograde  movement.  The  brigade  at  that  time 
consisted  of  the  First  New  Jersey,  First  Pennsylvania  and  Second 
and  Tenth  New  York  Cavalry  Regiments.  On  the  morning  of  the 
20th,  the  Second  New  York  and  the  New  Jersey  regiment  had  a 
skirmish  near  Brandy  Station,  in  which  the  enemy  was  driven 
back  with  loss.  As  the  brigade  approached  the  Rappahannock, 
General  Stuart  swept  down  upon  it  in  force  along  the  road  over 
which  it  had  passed.  The  Harris  Light  (Second  New  York)  led  by 
Kilpatrick,  was  at  once  ordered  to  the  charge ;  the  First  New  Jer- 
sey forming  upon  its  right,  the  Tenth  New  York  deploying  on  the 
left  and  the  Pennsylvanians  moving  into  reserve.  But  the  Harris 
Light,  otherwise  splendidly  officered,  had  one  inefficient  officer. 
At  the  moment  when  the  head  of  the  opposing  columns  came 
together,  the  Lieutenant  heading  the  first  platoon  of  the  regiment 
drew  rein  and  backed  his  horse  risrht  through  the  ranks  behind 
him.  Instantly  the  whole  column,  all  the  men  being  inexperienced, 
halted  in  confusion,  and  a  moment  after  the  whole  regiment  broke 
and  swept  back,  thus  opening  the  center  of  the  Held,  and  forcing 
Karge  to  change  front  with  his  line.  Before,  however,  the  new 
formation  could  be  completed,  the  masses  of  the  enemy  swept  down 
upon  the  front  and  flank.  Karge  emptied  the  chambers  of  his  revol- 
ver into  their  ranks,  and  then  throwing  the  weapon  at  their  heads. 
dashed  anions  them  with  his  saber,  followed  bv  the  men  around 
him,  the  enemy  giving  way  before  his  impetuous  charge.  But  with 
both  flanks  of  his  line  broken,  all  that  he  could  hope  to  do  was  to 
regain  the  reserve  and  rally  under  cover  of  his  charge,  and,  accord- 
ingly, skirmishers  and  main  body,  with  one  accord,  spurred  fc» 
rapidly  as  possible  to  the  rear,  lighting  hand  to  hand  as  they  did 
so  with  the  foremost  of  their  pursuers.     A  wide  ditch  stretched 
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across  the  field,  and  was  relied  upon  by  the  Colonel  to  assist  the 
reserve  in  their  charge.  Many  of  the  exhausted  horses  fell  as  they 
-trove  to  leap  it,  and  headlong  above  them  rolled  the  chasing 
rebels.  As  he  drew  near  it — the  last  man  of  the  Jersey — Lieu- 
tenant Bobbins'  horse  fell  dead  beneath  him.  Eobbins  kept  his 
feet,  and  actually  sprang  across  the  ditch  on  foot,  but  he  was  soon 
seized.by  his  pursuers,  dragged  to  the  rear  and  cut  down  while  a 
prisoner,  though  fortunately  saved  from  death  by  a  metal  plate  in 
the  center  of  his  cap.  Meanwhile,  the  reserve  had  drawn  back  to 
the  woods,  and  there  was  nothing  left  for  our  retreating  men  but 
to  clash  on  through  the  timber,  still  pursued.  But  at  the  moment 
when  their  rear  seemed  in  the  hands  of  the  rebels,  Broderick  rushed 
with  some  fifty  men  upon  the  flank  of  tlie  enemy,  while  Lucas  sim- 
ultaneously wheeled  his  company  upon  them  on  the  other  side. 
The  unexpected  charge  cut  the  rebels  in  two  and  drove  back  the 
mass  of  them  with  loss.  At  the  same  time,  Falls,  with  his  Penn- 
svlvanians,  charging  upon  all  who  passed  the  wood,  dispersed  and 
cut  them  down.  Karge  with  his  Adjutant  charged  unsupported 
upon  a  party  of  fifteen  and  drove  them  before  him,  but  a  bullet 
took  effect  in  his  leg,  and  forced  him  to  give  up  the  chase.  The 
lighting  was  over,  but  of  the  two  hundred  and  fifty  Jerseymen 
engaged,  forty  did  not  answer  to  their  names.  Karge  was  disabled, 
Hick  hurt  and  unhorsed,  Eobbins  and  Stuart  in  the  enemy's  hands. 
Many  others  had  been  captured,  but  were  cut  out  by  the  well-timed 
charge  of  Broderick,  Lucas  and  their  comrades. 

The  few  rebels  who  had  penetrated  the  woods  had  time  only  to 
•^'ce  the  last  of  our  army  crossing  the  Eappahannock  bridge,  and 
terming  in  safety  on  the  opposite  shore — so  that,  in  spite  of  the 
reverses,  the  object  for  which  the  men  had  fought  was  gained,  and 
the  rebels  had  nothing  but  the  barren  field  of  battle. 

V — Manassas  Plains  and  Aldie. 

fortunately,  about  this  time  Colonel  Wyndham  re- appeared  in 
me  field,  and  resumed  command  of  the  regiment,  which  now  became 
constantly  engaged  in  marching  and  skirmishing.  Finally,  after 
Jackson  had  made  his  famous  march  bv  the  flank  into  the  rear  of 


432  NEW   JERSEY   AND   THE   REBELLION. 

our  forces,  the  brigade  was  sent  to  hold  Thoroughfare  Gap.  upon 
the  maintenance  of  which  depended  the  safety  of  our  army — where 
it  remained  one  day,  taking  one  hundred  and  fifty  prisoners,  and 
blockading  the  Gap  by  felling  trees  across  it.  Sergeant  Brooks,  of 
Company  K,  alone  brought  in  seven  armed  prisoners.  Towards 
evening,  as  the  advance  of  the  enemy  was  pressing  towards  the 
Gap,  General  Kicketts  with  four  brigades  came  up,  and  planting  his 
artillery,  swept  the  entire  defile  with  canister,  driving  back  the  head 
of  the  rebel  column  with  heavy  loss.  But  all  this  time  our  subor- 
dinate commanders  were  without  instructions  to  direct  their  move- 
ments in  combination  with  other  parts  of  the  arm}- — were  utterly 
ignorant  indeed  of  the  situation  of  affairs  at  other  points  in  the 
field.  So  far  as  Bayard  and  Kicketts  were  concerned,  they  had  to 
decide  absolutely  for  themselves,  prove  the  study  of  their  own  situ- 
ation, with  Jackson  barring  the  roads  to  the  Capital,  and  Lee  thun- 
dering upon  their  rear.  Rightly,  therefore,  they  yielded  the  posses- 
sion of  the  Gap,  and  fell  back  towards  the  railroad  at  Manassas  and 
Bristow  Stations,  the  only  path  which  opened  to  them  a  retreat.  In 
the  battles  of  the  80th  and  31st,  which  terminated  so  disastrously, 
the  brigade  did  not  actively  participate.  During  the  period  of  the 
rout,  it  was  deployed  over  the  field,  checking  stragglers  and  forcing 
them  back  to  their  ranks,  and  all  through  the  disastrous  night  of 
our  retreat,  the  men  did  faithful  and  exhausting  duty.  On  Monday, 
the  1st  of  September,  the  brigade  supported  the  left  in  the  fight 
from  Centerville  to  Fairfax  Court  House,  only  skirmishers,  how- 
ever, having  any  work  to  do.  During  the  night,  it  covered  the 
right  flank  of  the  retreating  column  from  Centerville  to  Fairfax, 
after  which,  utterly  exhausted,  the  First  Jersey  went  into  camp  at 
Bailey's  Cross  Boads. 

During  the  months  of  September  and  October,  the  brigade, 
although  not  accompanying  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  in  the 
Maryland  campaign,  was  kept  constantly  employed,  detachments 
patrolling  and  reconnoitering  the  whole  country  about  the  late 
battle-fields,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Karge,  who  had  returned  to  duty 
before  his  wounds  were  healed,  took  command  of  a  force  composed 
of  detachments  from  several  regiments,  and  swept  the  country  nea 
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Lcesburg  to  the  base  of  the  Blue  Ridge,  while  Wyndham,  in  com- 
mand of  the  cavalry  of  Sigel,  dashed  through  Thoroughfare  Gap, 
and  harassed  the  communications  of  Lee.  On  one  occasion,  in  the 
face  of  infantry,  cavalry  and  artillery,  he  fought  his  way  through 
the  Gap,  with  a  number  of  prisoners  and  wagons,  previously  taken, 
and  while  the  rebels  continued  a  vigorous  fire  at  the  position  which 
they  supposed  him  to  occupy,  he  had  coolly  moved  off  by  echelon, 
and  was  five  miles  on  his  homeward  road.  In  the  early  part  of 
October,  Karge  received  an  order  to  go  into  Warrenton.  So  well 
was  the  movement  executed  that  our  troops  were  dashing  into  the 
town,  by  three  roads,  before  the  enemy  had  an  intimation  of  his 
approach.  Those  who  could,  mounted  their  horses  and  fled  towards 
Sulphur  Springs,  leaving  their  Colonel  and  many  of  their  comrades 
in  our  hands.  A  lot  of  stores  and  one  thousand  six  hundred  pris- 
oners constituted  the  full  fruits  of  the  expedition. 

On  the  29th  and  30th  of  October,  Bayard's  Brigade,  fifteen  hun- 
dred strong,  starting  from  Chantiily,  scouted  through  Aldie  and 
Middleburg  up  to  Uppervilie.  On  the  31st,  it  lay  at  Aldie.  On 
that  day,  Stuart  with  a  large  force  of  cavalry,  came  upon  a  portion 
of  Stoneman's  picket  on  the  Snickerville  road,  capturing  all  but  a 
dozen  or  so,  who  retreated  in  great  confusion  and  alarm,  carrying 
the  news  to  the  First  Jersey.  Captain  Kester  at  once  gathered  his 
men  together,  and  forming  in  the  village  street,  awaited  the  onset 
of  the  rebels.  Down  the  hill  they  came  with  a  headlong  dash, 
expecting  to  carry  everything  before  them,  and  wheeling  into  the 
village  rode  at  our  little  squadron.  But  the  little  band  never 
wavered  at  their  approach,  and  instinctively  the  leading  files  of  the 
Virginians  began  to  lessen  their  speed.  At  the  moment  when  their 
ranks  were  thus  thickened  and  confused,  Captain  Kester  poured 
into  them  a  volley  from  his  carbines,  and  then  with  sabers  drawn 
and  a  ringing  cheer,  our  troops  charged  the  startled  enemy.  Back 
rushed  the  rebels  to  escape  the  sliock,  and  after  them  went  the 
Captain,  while  close  upon  his  heels  followed  the  rest  of  the  First 
New  Jersey,  eager  to  press  the  advantage.  As  the  regiment  rose 
the  hill,  Kester  made  his  squadron  swing  off  to  the  left,  and  led 
them  on  as  skirmishers,  the  regiment  keeping  to  the  turnpike  and 
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in  close  column  of  fours,  seeking  to  ride  the  rebels  down  before 
there  should  be  a  necessity  for  deploying.     Only  a  quarter  of  a 
mile  beyond  the  ground  dipped  with  a  rapid  descent  to  the  level  of 
the  valley,  and  if  the  rebels  could  be  driven  over  the  brow  of  the 
hill  they  would  be  exposed  helplessly  to  a  plunging  lire  of  artillery. 
Already  the  advanced  party  of  the  pursued  had  scattered  wildly 
over  the  fields,  and  but  a  single  turn  of  the  road  intervened  between 
the  head  of  the  column  and  the  desired  position,  when  around  that 
bend  came  a  column  like  our  own  charging  to  meet  the  charge  of 
our  own  men.     Even  the  blown  and  exhausted  horses  of  the  pur- 
suers had  sufficient  vigor  to  meet  their  assault,  and  as  the  columns 
approached,  the  head  of  the  rebel  regiment  broke  and  turned  away. 
But  then,  as  the  chase  commenced,  a  squadron  in  single  rank  crossed 
the  summit  of  the  hill  and  opened  a  flanking  lire  upon  the  close 
column  of  the  First  New  Jersey.     Men  and  horses   went  down 
beneath  the  volley  to  which  but  a  feeble  and  scattering  return  could 
be  made.     The  rush  for  the  position  had  failed,  and  now  in  turn 
our  men  had  to  run  for  shelter  that  would  allow  of  clue  deployment 
and  a  regular  engagement.     As  the  column  wheeled  by  fours,  Saw- 
yer, who  was  last  in  the  retreat,  was  struck  by  a  bullet  in  the  loins, 
and  though  he  retained  his  seat  on  horseback,  he  was  disabled  for 
further  present  duty.     The  horses  of  two  or  three  men  sank  under 
them,  and  they  became  prisoners  of  the  quickly-pursuing  foe.     By 
this  time  Karge  had  brought  up  the  Second  New  York  as  a  support 
to  the  force  engaged,  and  their  appearance,  with  the  steady  fire  of 
our  skirmishers,  relieved  the  flanks  of  the  First  New  Jersey  from 
the  annoyance  of  pursuit,  so  that  it  was  easy  to  form  in  line  under 
cover  of  the  undulating  ground.     And  now  each  side  had  taken  its 
position,  from  which  the  other  was  to  seek  to  drive  it.     The  whole 
force  engaged  of  the  National  troops  consisted  of  the  First  New 
Jersey,  Second  New  York  and  a  section  of   a  horse  battery,  all 
under  command  of  Colonel  Karge — General   Bayard   holding  the 
remainder  of  the  brigade  in  reserve,  ready  to  meet  the  contingency 
of  a  flank  attack.     The  rebels  had  two  or  more  of  their   most 
distinguished   cavalry  regiments,  and  a  battery   of  four  guns,  a 
under  the  immediate  command  of  General  Stuart ;  so  there  was  ; 
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lair  opportunity  of  testing  the  ability  of  the  famous  rebel,  under 
circumstances  very  favorable  to  him.  Several  times  the  rebels 
formed  to  charge  and  came  forward  from  the  wood  against  the 
skirmish  line,  but  each  time  they  were  driven  back  by  the  rapid 
tire  of  the  skirmishers  alone  ;  and  while  they  were  vigorously  stri- 
ving to  break  through  that  apparently  slight  obstruction,  Lucas 
returning  from  a  scout  to  Middleburg  swept  from  behind  their  line 
and  formed  threateningly  upon  their  right  flank,  Karge  also  had 
sent  a  squadron  of  the  Second  New  York  to  proceed  by  a  blind 
road  about  a  mile  and  a  half  around  the  rebel  left,  and  then  turn 
in  and  attack  them ;  and  while  waiting  for  their  operation,  nothing 
was  attempted  on  our  part  but  resistance.  Unfortunately,  the  offi- 
cer commanding  the  flanking  party  failed  fully  to  comprehend  his 
orders,  and  after  going  the  distance  ordered,  instead  of  pressing  the 
enemy,  halted,  aud  made  no  further  movement.  Thus  the  after- 
noon passed  away  with  no  perceptible  advantage  to  either  side, 
and  after  a  continuous  artillery  combat,  which  seemed  to  damage 
nobody,  the  first  signs  of  approaching  night  were  gladly  welcomed 
by  both  parties  as  an  excuse  for  a  dignified  retirement.  Scarcely 
had  the  two  separated  when  the  sound  of  troops  approaching  was 
heard  on  the  road  behind  the  First  New  Jersey,  and  followed  by  a 
long  line  of  quickly -moving  cavalry,  Wyndham  came  riding 
towards  the  Gap.  lie  had  heard  the  guns  from  his  quarters  at 
Chantilly,  and  his  instinct  led  him  to  the  support  of  his  gallant 
troopers.  As  the  brigade  retired  to  prepare  for  the  serious  opera- 
tions which  were  approaching,  he  pushed  after  the  retreating  enemy  ; 
and  picking  up  stragglers,  and  sweeping  over  the  country,  he  har- 
assed their  flanks  and  rear  during  the  night. 

Stuart  had  designed  to  make  a  reconnoissance  in  force  of  the 
whole  Piedmont  region,  and  to  interfere  with  any  advance  on  the 
part  of  Sigel's  troops.  Could  he  destroy  the  bridges  and  interrupt 
railway  communication,  a  fatal  obstacle  might  be  opposed  to  the 
advance  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  ;  while  at  the  same  time  the 
line  of  Lee's  retreat  might  be  covered  and  kept  secure.  By  the 
skirmish  at  Aldie  not  only  was  this  prevented,  but  his  own  retreat 
v.'as  delayed  until  it  was  endangered.     Caught  in  the  vicinity  of 
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Union  by  Pleasonton,  all  day  on  Sunday  Stuart  fought  at  a  disad- 
vantage ;  and  it  was  only  by  the  sacrifice  of  two  guns  and  many 
men  that  he  was  enabled  to  make  his  way  by  Ashby's  Gap  to  the 
shelter  of  the  rebel  infantry.  Thus,  though  not  twenty  men  were 
lost  on  both  sides  in  the  action,  its  results  were  such  as  to  entitle  it 
to  mention  in  the  regimental  history. 

On  Monday,  the  3d  of  November,  Bayard's  Brigade  united  finally 
with  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  joining  it  in  the  vicinity  of  Upper- 
ville,  as  it  pressed  down  towards  Warrenton,  turning  the  flank  of 
General  Lee.  With  the  operations  which  threatened  the  destruc- 
tion of  General  Hill  at  Culpepper,  while  Lee  was  at  Gordonsville, 
and  Jackson  had  not  left  the  Valley,  the  First  New  Jersey  Cavalry 
had  nothing  to  do,  for  it  was  entrusted  with  the  delicate  and  ardu- 
ous duty  of  protecting  the  long  line  of  army  wagons  which  moved 
in  its  rear  along  the  different  roads  and  passes  of  the  country. 
Under  Major  Beaumont  the  regiment  was  kept  incessantly  in 
motion,  picking  up  guerrillas,  watching  dangerous  defiles,  scouting 
down  the  artillery,  forever  on  the  alert  against  attack  or  surprise. 
It  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  that  such  harassing  duty  quickly  began 
to  tell  upon  the  horses,  and  that  every  available  animal  in  the 
country  was  needed  and  sought  for  to  re-mount  the  men.  The 
seizure  of  such  horses,  therefore,  was  entered  upon  with  energy, 
and  in  most  cases  accomplished  with  success. 

As  the  regiment  started  on  its  return  from  Berlin  to  re-join  the 
army,  a  squad  of  men  from  Company  D  happened  to  get  separated 
from  the  main  body,  and  ignorant  of  the  direction  which  it  had 
taken,  took  by  chance  the  road  to  Snicker's  Gap.  A  couple  of 
pieces  of  artillery,  which  had  been  sent  forward  to  supply  the  place 
of  disabled  guns,  had  also  wandered  off  in  the  same  direction,  and 
with  a  sutlers  wagon  or  two  were  about  to  fall  a  prey  to  the  swarm 
of  guerrillas  who  swept  over  the  country  in  oar  rear.  Just  as  the 
rebels  were  rushing  out  upon  the  vehicles,  our  men  appeared  in 
sight,  accompanied  by  a  few  infantry  stragglers.  In  a  moment,  the 
infantry  sprang  behind  a  stone  wall  and  opened  a  steady  fire  upon 
the  crowd  of  thieves,  while  the  Jersey  men,  with  a  yell,  rode  in 
upon  them,  pistol  in  hand.     Down  went  two  or  three  of  the  rebel-. 
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ami  over  went  several  of  their  horses.  Into  the  woods  darted  the 
rest,  pursued  by  our  few  troopers.  In  ten  minutes  there  was  not 
an  enemy  to  be  seen,  except  the  few  left  dying  on  the  ground. 
Extricating  the  guns  from  their  awkward  position,  and  partaking 
of  the  sutler's  gratitude,  the  Jerseymen  turned  about  for  Leesburg, 
and  in  an  hour  or  two  were  in  the  lines  of  Wyndham,  who  had 
again  come  out  into  the  Valley  from  Chantilly.  The  rebel  cavalry, 
hearing  of  the' unprotected  condition  of  the  guns  and  wagons,  were 
not  long  in  following  their  trail ;  and  seeing  the  advanced  guard  of 
Wyndham,  rushed  upon  it,  mistaking  it  for  the  few  troopers  who 
had  before  rescued  the  desired  boot}-.  Never  were  men  more 
sadly  mistaken.  Wyndham  let  them  through  his  advance,  and 
then,  wheeling  his  flankers  inwards,  enveloped  the  Southern  cavalry 
with  six  hundred  men.  Hopelessly  surrounded,  they  yielded  to 
his  force,  and  the  partisan  troops  of  Loudon  County  were  at  night- 
fall a  hundred  and  fifty  weaker  than  in  the  morning. 

VI— Scouting — Brandy  Station. 

While  the  army  was  preparing  to  move  upon  Fredericksburg, 
Bayard  was  employed  in  scouting  on  the  Northern  Neck.  For 
three  weeks  after  this,  the  First  New  Jersey  was  encamped  at 
Brook's  Station,  on  the  Aquia  Eailroad,  doing  picket-duty,  which 
it  abandoned  to  cross  the  Kappahannock  with  Franklin's  Grand 
Division,  not,  however,  becoming  actively  engaged.  Bayard  being- 
killed,  the  brigade  next  day  re-crossed  the  river,  Colonel  Gregg, 
of  the  Eighth  Pennsylvania,  assuming  command,  and  the  weary 
troopers,  going  into  winter-quarters,  found  the  rest  and  strength  so 
long  needed  and  so  long  denied. 

Spring  came  at  last,  and  on  the  13th  of  April,  1863,  the  cavalry 
division  of  General  Gregg  left  its  camp  near  Belle  Plain  Landing, 
and  uniting  with  the  rest  of  the  cavalry  corps,  moved  towards 
Bealton  Station,  on  the  Orange  and  Alexandria  Eailroad.  After 
some  days  of  marching  to  and  fro,  the  First  New  Jersey  encamped 
at  Warrenton  Junction,  whence,  on  the  29th,  it  moved  down  to 
Kelley's  Ford,  on  the  Rappahannock,  crossing  on  the  following  day 
and  moving  on  to  Mountain  Run,  and  thence  across  the  Rapidan 
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at  Eaccoon  Ford.  The  next  morning,  the  New  Jersey  regiment, 
still  leading  the  division,  on  the  road  to  Orange  Springs,  Major 
Beaumont  surprised  and  charged  a  small  party  of  the  enemy, 
capturing  their  Major  and  several  other  prisoners.  Still  pushing 
on,  the  command  on  the  following  morning  reached  Louisa  Court 
House,  where  several  hours  were  occupied  in  tearing  up  the  track 
and  burning  the  sleepers  of  the  railroad  for  several  miles  on  either 
side  of  the  village.  Arrived  at  Thompson's  Cross  Eoads,  Wynd- 
ham  was  ordered,  with  his  own  regiment  and  some  auxiliary  forces, 
to  proceed  to  Columbia,  on  the  James  Eiver,  where  he  arrived  in 
due  time,  destroying  the  canal  bridges,  the  boats  loaded  with  com- 
missary stores,  a  commissary  storehouse,  and  a  warehouse  of 
Government  tobacco.  Major  Beaumont  and  *a  party  of  fifty  men 
set  out  to  destroy  the  aqueduct  over  the  James  Eiver,  but  were 
unfortunately  ordered  back  before  the  work  could  be  completed. 
Meanwhile,  Fitzhugh  Lee  had  collected  all  his  available  cavalry, 
and  was  pushing  down  to  intercept  our  returning  column  and  re- 
capture the  valuable  train  of  horses  and  supplies  gathered  during 
the  advance ;  but  by  a  forced  march  the  detachment  arrived  in 
safety,  the  next  day,  at  Thompson's  Cross  Eoads,  rejoining  there 
the  force  of  the  Commanding  General.  The  day  after,  having 
collected  all  the  parties  not  finally  detached,  Stoneman  began  his 
retreat,  and  two  or  three  days  after,  the  entire  force  reached  the 
neighborhood  of  its  starting  place,  where,  with  occasional  changes 
of  encampment,  it  remained  until  circumstances  again  called  it  to 
actual  encounter  with  the  foe. 

The  battle  of  Chancellorsville  having  been  lost,  and  Hooker  s 
army  retired  to  its  old  position,  Lee  had  promptly  put  his  columns 
in  motion  and  concentrated,  early  in  June,  on  Culpepper  Court 
House — thence  operating  on  our  right.  Hooker  accordingly  raosso  1 
his  cavalry  near  Catlett's  Station,  giving  its  command  to  Pleasant*  >n, 
who  at  once  prepared  to  move  across  the  Eappahannock.  On  the 
8th,  Gregg's  Division  broke  camp  at  "Warrenton  Junction  and 
marched  to  Kelley's  Ford,  where  it  bivouacked  for  the  night,  cross- 
ing the  following  morning.  Capturing  or  cutting  off  the  videttes, 
Captain  Yorkc  led  the  advance  around  the  position  of  the  rcb 
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cavalry,  and  debouched  through  the  woods  beyond  Brandy  Station, 
while  the  enemy  was  still  between  that  place  and  the  Rappahannock 
1  liver,  occupying  an  elevation.     Our  artillery   promptly   opened, 
ihe  rebels  replying  vigorously,   but   without   effect.     Meanwhile, 
Jones'  rebel  brigade  hastily  formed  to  receive  our   advance,  but 
almost  before  they  knew  it  the  First  New  Jersey  had  charged  upon 
and  among  them.     So  impetuous  was  the   assault,   that   without 
even  an  attempt  to  charge,  the  rebel  line  broke  in  confusion  ;  and 
driving  them  back  pell-mell,  the  regiment  pressed  upon  their  rear, 
and  then,  with  one  hundred  and  fifty  prisoners,  rallied  and  re-formed 
for  the  greater  work  before  them.     Leaving  the  First  Pennsylvania 
lo  support  his  battery,  Wyndham  at  once  ordered  the  Nev/  Jersey 
Regiment  to  charge,  and  with  Lieutenant-Colonel  Broderick  at  its 
head,  and  in  column  of  battalions,  it  again  advanced  with  a  steady 
trot  against  the  enemy.     Without  a  pause,  Hobensack  led  the  left 
squadron  of  the  first  line  down  the   steep   bank  of  the  railroad 
cutting  and  up   the   other  side,  a  steep  descent  and  rise  of  nine 
feet  either  way,  taken  by  the  whole  body  without  a  waver  or 
moment's    hesitation.       While  the  right  squadrons   of  the  other 
battalions  followed  Broderick  against  Stuart's  headquarters,  located 
on  an  eminence  facinsr  the  right  of  our  line,  the  left  wines,  under 
Lucas  and  Malsbury,  accompanied  Hobensack,  dashing  at  a  hill  on 
which  stood  a  batteiy,  about  half  a  mile  from  the  headquarters.    So 
rapid  was  the  advance  of  both  columns,  that  the  batteries  of  the 
enemy  endeavored  in  vain  to  get  range  upon  them  ;  while  our  own 
Rnn%  admirably  directed  by  Martin  and  his  officers,  played  with 
terrible  effect  upon  the  stationary  rebel  line.       With  a  ringing 
'"heer,  Broderick  rode  up  the  gentle  ascent  that  led  to  Stuart's 
-vadquurters,  the  men  gripping  hard  their  sabers,  and  the  horses 
'.iking  ravines  and  ditches  in  their  stride.     As  the  rebels  poured 
*ft  a  random  and  ineffectual  volley,  the  troopers  of  the  First  Jersey 
were  among  them,  riding  over  one  gun,  breaking  to   pieces  the 
kri^ade  in  front  of  them,  and  forcing  the  enemy  in  confusion  down 
l«c  opposite  slope  of  the  hill.     Stuart's  headquarters  were  in  our 
lianas,  and  his  favorite  regiments  in  flight  before  the  sabers  of  our 
troops.      By   the   same  orderly  who   carried   off  Stuart's   official 
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papers,  Wyndham  ordered  up  a  section  of  his  battery,  and  the 
regiment  of  Pennsylvanians — the  latter,  leaving  the  artillery  to  the 
support  of  the  First  Maryland,  moving  at  once  to  the  attack,  just 
as  a  fresh  brigade  of  rebels  charged  the  hundred  men  of  Brodei* 
ick.  But  that  gallant  officer  did  not  shrink.  As  the  enemy  ad- 
vanced, down  against  him  rode  oar  men — Broderick  and  his  Adju- 
tant in  front;  Hart,  Wynkoop,  Cox,  Jamison,  Harper,  Sawyer, 
Brooks  and  Hughes  all  in  their  places,  leading  their  respective  men. 
With  a  crash,  in  went  the  little  band  of  Jersey  men,  sweeping- 
through  the  leading  rebel  regiment — the  impetus  of  the  attack 
scattering  the  faltering  enemy  in  confusion,  right  and  left.  Then 
through  the  proud  Twelfth  Virginia  they  rode  on,  with  no  check  to 
their  headlong  onset ;  and,  with  dripping  sabers  and  panting  steeds, 
emerged  into  the  field  beyond.  There,  no  longer  in  line  of  battle, 
but  fighting  hand-to-hand  with  small  parties  of  the  enemy,  they 
met  a  third  regiment  of  the  rebels,  firm  and  unshaken,  eager 
to  rush  upon  the  scattered  groups  of  the  assailants.  But  even 
in  this  emergency,  the  confidence  of  the  men  in  their  leaders 
was  not  shaken.  Against  that  swarm  of  opposes  each  indi- 
vidual officer  opposed  himself  with  such  men  as  gathered  around 
him,  and  slowly  fighting,  breaking  the  enemy  with  themselves  into 
bands  of  independent  combatants,  the  First  Xew  Jersey  fell  back 
up  the  bloody  hillside.  Not  a  man  was  there  who  had  not  bl- 
own story  of  the  fight  to  tell.  Kitchen,  left  alone  for  a  moment, 
was  ridden  at  by  two  of  the  rebels.  As  one  was  disabled  by 
hii  saber,  he  spurred  his  horse  against  the  other.  But  just  at  that 
moment,  a  ball  penetrated  the  brain  of  the  faithful  animal,  and 
throwing  his  rider  twenty  feet  beyond  him,  he  plunged  headlong 
to  the  earth.  Trembling  from  the  fall,  the  Adjutant  slowly  re- 
covered his  senses,  but  only  to  see  another  rebel  riding  upon  him. 
Creeping  behind  the  body  of  his  dead  horse,  he  rested  his  revolver 
on  the  carcass  to  give  steadiness  to  the  aim,  and  frightening  oil  hii 
enemy,  managed  to  escape  to  the  neighborhood  of  the  guns,  and 
catch  a  riderless  horse  to  carry  him  from  the  field.  In  the  middle 
of  the  light,  Broderick's  horse  fell  dead  beneath  him.  Instanth 
his  young  orderly,  (bugler,)  James  Wood,  sprang  to  the  earth  an« 
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jv-mounted  him— seeking  himself  for  another  horse.     As  he  did  so 

he  was  captured.     Moving  to  the  rear,  he  came  upon  a   carbine 

lying  upon  the  ground.     Seizing  it  and  leveling  it  at  his  captor,  he 

ibrced  the  man  to  change  places  with  him,  and  thus,  with  an  empty 

weapon,  re-possessed  himself  of   arms  and  equipments,  together 

with  a  prisoner.      Jamison,  on  foot  and  alone,  was  chased  around  a 

house  upon  the  hill,  when  he  saw  Broderick  again  unhorsed  in  the 

midst  of  a  crowd  of  rebels,  and  Sawyer  riding  to  his  rescue.     At 

the  moment  when  Jamison  was  giving  himself  up  for  lost,  he  saw 

his  pursuers  stop,   wheel  and  hurry  away,  and   running   himself 

around  the  corner,  he  beheld  Taylor,  sword  in  hand,  leading  the 

charge  of  the  Pennsylvanians.     Around  the  base  of  the  hill,  the 

sturdy  regiment  swept  resistlessly  on,  driving  the  enemy  before  it; 

and  making  a  complete  circuit  of  the   position,    returned   again 

towards  Brandy  Station. 

In  the  meantime,  the  left  wins:  of  the  regiment  had  directed  its 
efforts  against  the  other  battery  of  the  rebels.  Keeping  to  the  trot, 
their  unbroken  ranks  moved  steadily  against  the  hill,  on  whose 
summit  stood  the  cannoneers  and  a  few  horsemen  observing  their 
approach.  As  they  came  nearer,  all  these  men  disappeared  except 
one,  who  maintained  his  position,  and  who,  as  they  came  within 
two  hundred  yards  of  the  summit,  lifted  his  hat,  beckoning  with  it 
to  those  in  the  rear.  In  one  moment  the  whole  hillside  was  black 
with  rebel  cavalry  charging  down  as  foragers,  pistol  and  carbine  in 
hand.  Hobensack  glanced  along  his  squadron.  Not  a  man  w\as 
«ut  of  place,  and  every  horse  was  taking  the  gallop  without  a 
blunder  or  over-rush  of  speed.  At  the  sight  of  this  united  band 
Of  enemies,  the  confused  rebel  crowd  hesitated  and  shook.  With 
an  ill-directed,  futile  volley  they  began  to  break  away ;  and  the 
next  moment,  a  shrieking  mass  of  fugitives,  they  were  flying  before 
the  sabers  of  our  men.  The  rebel  battery  of  four  guns  was  left 
with  but  two  men  near  it,  and  with  their  eyes  fixed  upon  it  our 
oiheers  pressed  upon  the  fugitives.  When  within  a  hundred  yards 
r,i  the  guns,  and  while  looking  over  the  hill,  Lucas  could  sec  yet 
another  brigade  coming  in  the  distance  to  reinforce  the  broken 
enemy ;  an  ejeculation  from  Hobensack  caused  him  to  turn  his  eve 
50 
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to  his  own  rear.  There  was  the  main  body  of  the  force  that  had 
broken  the  right  wing,  coming  in  line  of  battle  full  upon  their  rear. 
"  Fours  left  about  wheel,"  was  the  instant  order.  "  Boys,  there's  a 
good  many  of  them,  but  we  must  cut  through.  Charge ! "  and 
obliquely  against  their  line  rushed  down  the  Jersey  troopers. 
Enthusiasm  and  desperation  supplied  the  place  of  numbers,  and 
cutting  their  way  out,  the  little  band  opened  a  path  towards  the 
section  of  our  battery.  Three  times  was  the  guidon  of  Company 
E  taken  by  the  enemy.  Twice  it  was  re-taken  by  our  men,  and  the 
third  time,  when  all  seemed  desperate,  a  little  troop  of  the  First 
Pennsylvania  cut  through  the  enemy  and  brought  off  the  flag  in 
safety.  Once  the  rebels  who  hung  upon  the  rear  attempted  to 
charge  our  retiring  men  ;  but  the  wheel  of  the  rear  division  sufficed 
to  check  their  assault,  and  the  left  wing  of  the  New  Jersey  reached 
Clark's  two  guns,  annoyed  only  by  the  revolvers  of  the  rebels. 

Under  cover  of  the  lire  of  the  artillery -.  and  assisted  by  the 
charge  of  the  Pennsylvanians,  Hart  had.  succeeded  in  bringing  off 
the  remnant  of  the  right  wing.  He  was  the  senior  officer  of  that 
half  of  the  regiment.  Broderick  wras  dying  in  the  enemy's  hands. 
Shelmire  lay  dead  across  the  body  of  a  rebel.  Sawyer  and  Hyde 
Crocker  were  prisoners.  Lieutenant  Brooks  was  disabled  by  a 
saber  stroke  on  his  right  arm.  TVyndham  himself  had  just  received 
a  bullet  in  his  leg.  Men  and  horses  had  been  fighting  for  over 
three  hours,  and  were  now  utterly  exhausted.  Duffle  was  in  line 
of  battle  two  miles  and  a  half  in  the  rear,  but  there  was  no  sup- 
port upon  the  field.  Kilpatrick's  Brigade,  which  had  charged  on 
the  right  and  rear  of  the  New  Jersey,  had  beaten  the  rebels  oppo- 
site it,  the  First  Maine  bearing  off  a  battle-flag;  but  it  was  now 
formed  on  the  flank  some  distance  from  the  field,  to  cover  the  3STew 
Jersey  from  being  entirely  cut  off.  The  enemy  was,  indeed,  terribly 
demoralized,  and  the  charge  of  a  dozen  of  our  men  again  and 
again  routed  a  hundred  of  the  rebels;  but  now  there  were  not  a 
dozen  horses  that  could  charge,  not  a  man  who  could  shout  above 
a  whisper.  The  guns  were  across  a  ditch  which  rendered  their 
removal  very  difficult,  and  it  was  their  fire  which  kept  the  rebels 
from  crossing  the  hills  to  charge  against  us.     So  with  a  desperate 
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hope  that  Duffle  might  come  up  after  ail,  the  worn-out  troopers 
stood  by  the  gallant  cannoneers  of  the  Sixth  New  York  Indepen- 
dent Battery — New  Yorkers  by  commission  but  Jerseymen  of 
.Railway  in  their  origin. 

Presently  the  apprehended  moment  came,  and  the  last  reserves  of 
the  rebels,  fresh  and  strong,  poured  down  on  three  sides  upon 
the  exhausted  little  knot  of  New  Jersey  troopers.  While  the 
cavalry  fought  hand  to  hand  across  the  guns,  the  artillerymen  con- 
tinued steadily  serving  their  pieces  and  delivering  their  lire  at  the 
enemy  upon  the  hill.  At  length,  from  mere  exhaustion,  Hart, 
Ilobensack  and  Beekman,  with  their  comrades,  were  forced  back  a 
little  way  from  the  guns;  and  while  they  were  forming  the  men 
afresh  the  rebels  rode  again  upon  the  cannoneers.  As  one  of  the 
gunners  was  ramming  home  a  charge,  a  rebel  officer  cut  him  down 
with  three  successive  saber  strokes;  then  springing  from  his  horse, 
he  wheeled  the  piece  towards  our  troopers,  not  fifty  yards  away. 
Ilobensack  turned  to  Hart,  stretched  out  his  hand  and  said:  "  We 
must  shut  our  eyes  and  take  it ;  good-by ;"  and  clasping  each 
others  hands  they  waited  for  their  death.  The  roar  of  the  piece 
thundered  out,  and  the  smoke  wrapped  them  in  its  folds,  but  the 
charge  flew  harmlessly  over  their  heads.  The  piece  had  been  ele- 
vated against  the  hill,  and  the  rebels  had  not  thought  of  changing 
its  angle.  They  were  so  savage  at  the  harmlessness  of  the  dis- 
charge that  they  actually  advanced  half  way  towards  our  men  ;  but 
beyond  that  they  dared  not  come  ;  and  the  New  Jersey  regiment 
inarched  calmly  off  the  field  without  an  effort  being  made  to  pursue 
them.  No  other  comment  can  be  needed  to  exhibit  the  impression 
made  by  them  upon  the  rebels.  If  there  had  been  five  hundred 
fresh  men  upon  the  field,  they  might  have  swept  the  whole  rebel 
ibrce  into  the  Rappahannock  River.  . 

It  would  be  a  mere  repetition  of  the  same  thing  with  respect  to 
every  officer  and  man  to  speak  of  instances  of  gallantry.  There 
was  scarcely  an  officer  present  with  the  regiment  who  did  nut 
acquire  distinction  ;  and  the  enlisted  men  who  have  been  mentioned 
were  not  exceptions  to  the  average  behavior,  but  happened  to  be 
connected  with  particular  crises  of  the  combat     Thus  when  it  is 
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recorded  that  Sergeant  Craig  killed  four  of  the  enemy  in  single 
fight,  it  is  not  pretended  that  others  did  not  do  as  much  ;  but  his 
actions  happened  to  come  under  the  observation  of  commanders 
who  reported  it ;  and  when  it  is  stated  that  Captains  Lucas  and 
Malsbury,  with  Lieutenants  Beekman   and   Hobensack,   charged 
once  with  eleven  men  into  a  crowd  of  the  enemy  from  which  they 
emerged  with  only  Nthree,  the  historian  does  not  desire  to  intimate 
that  they  were  more  closely  engaged  than  others  of  the  officers. 
When  the  records  do  not  do  justice  to  all  it  is  no  reason  why  some 
names  should  not  be  mentioned  with  the  credit  they  deserve.     It  is 
enough  to  say  in  illustration  of  the  severity  of  the  engagement, 
that  out  of  thirty-nine  horses  in  the  second  squadron  twenty -seven 
were  left  on  the  field;  and  that  of  two  hundred  and  eighty  officers 
and  men  in  the  regiment,  six  officers  and  over  fifty  men  were  killed, 
wounded  and  missing.     Of  the  three  senior  officers  on  the  field, 
Wyndham  received  a  ball  in  his  leg  which  unfitted  him  for  months 
for  active  service ;  and  Broderick  and  Shelmire  never  came  off  the 
field  alive.     As  is  frequently  the  case   in  cavalry   combats,  but 
little  quarter  was  asked  or  given.     Men  fought  as  long  as  they 
could  and  then  fell  beneath  the  saber  or  the  pistol,  the  loss  of  the 
enemy  almost  doubling  that  of  the  National  troopers. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Virgil  Broderick  was  in  the  prime  of  health, 
strength,  intelligence  and  ambition,  when  at  the  age  of  thirty-five 
he  fell  at  Brandy  Station.  A  plain,  practical  education  had  devel- 
oped his  naturally  vigorous  intellect,  and  without  elaborate  refine- 
ment of  mental  culture,  had  trained  him  in  habits  of  thought  and 
observation.  Lacking  somewhat  in  rigidity  of  discipline  and  tac- 
tical knowledge,  he  supplied  their  place  in  time  of  action  by  a  con- 
tagious enthusiasm  and  a  quick  perception  of  advantages  ;  ana 
thus,  though  frequently  deficient  as  a  cam})  commander,  he  was 
never  found  wanting  on  the  field.  When  he  regarded  a  man  as 
worthy  of  his  confidence  or  affection,  he  bestowed  on  him  a  fullness 
of  reliance  corresponding  to  his  own  steadfastness  of  character: 
but  when  he  had  found  any  one  false  or  weak,  he  was  apt  to  with 
draw  too  entirely  his  esteem  and  charity.  This  was  his  own 
judgment  upon  himself,  and  a  fault  which  he  often  desired  to  cor- 
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rect — his  own  efforts  at  self-improvement  thus  sometimes  puzzling 
others  as  to  bis  consistency. 

Very  different  was'  the  other  field  officer  who  fell  on  that  day. 
A  plain  Pennsylvania  farmer,  with  daughters  married  and  full- 
grown  sons,  Major  Stelmire  had  marched  to  the  field  at  the  head  of 
a  company  of  his  neighbors.  The  fact  that  he  was  accepted  as 
leader  by  men  who  had  associated  with  him  for  years,  is  in  itself 
a  testimony  that  he  had  deserved  and  obtained  their  respect  and 
confidence.  From  the  very  first,  his  standing  in  the  regiment  cor- 
responded to  his  position  at  home.  The  steadiness  and  integrity  of 
his  character,  the  sterling  worth  of  the  man,  had  supplied  the  place 
of  that  military  bearing  and  knowledge  which  come  slowly  to 
those  of  middle  age.  What  he  learned  became  part  of  himself, 
and  whatever  he  had  to  do  was  done  well  and  thoroughly,  though 
his  regard  for  the  substance  made  him  often  too  regardless  of  the 
form.  The  weight  of  his  personal  character  made  him,  in  his 
company  and  in  the  regiment,  the  center  and  support  of  those  who 
preferred  the  faithful  and  quiet  performance  of  duty  to  the  restless 
ambition  after  distinction.  His  religion  was  of  a  character  akin 
to  his  other  traits  :  it  was  a  part  of  his  daily  life,  rather  than  some- 
thing outside  of  or  above  it.  Faithful  to  his  God  as  to  his  country, 
it  is  by  his  deeds — not  by  any  remembered  words — that  his  fidelity 
is  assured.  His  death  was  as  unostentatious  as  his  life.  Xo  one 
beyond  his  immediate  command  marked  him  in  the  action,  and  no 
one  saw  him  when  he  fell.  Heading  his  battalion  bravely  he  pene- 
trated the  ranks  of  the  enemy.  When  the  rebels  closed  around 
him  he  took  no  backward  step.  That  he  did  his  duty  to  the  end, 
is  only  proved  by  the  position  of  his  corpse  lying  surrounded  by  the 
dead,  across  the  body  of  a  foe.5 

6  The  following  is  Major  June-way's  report  of  tliis  "battle,  as  made  to  the  State  au- 
thorities : 

"The  regiment  lias  been  engaged  in  another  very  severe  cavalry  fight.  On  the  6th 
iiist,  the  division  broke  camp  at  Warrenton  Junction  and  marched  to  Kelley's  Ford, 
wlifrc  we  bivouacked  for  the  night.  The  next  day,  (the  9th,)  at  live  o'clock,  a.  in., 
wo  crossed  the  river  and  moved  on  Brandy  Station.  As  is  usual  in  times  of  danger 
we  were  in  the  advance.  Meanwhile,  General  Buford  was  fighting  hard  opposite  Rap- 
pahannock Station.  The  object  of  our  movement  was  to  turn  the  right  Hank  of  the 
rebels.    Colonel  Wyndham  was  in  command  of  the  Second  Brigade— composed  of  the 
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A  detail  of  the  splendid  achievements  of  the  cavalry  of  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac  during  the  latter  days  of  June,  belongs  to  a 
chronicle  of  wider  scope  than  this ;  for  the  First  New  Jersey  Cavalry 
was  called  to  take  but  a  very  subordinate  share  in  the  fighting,  and 
was  only  under  lire  while  covering  the  rear,  when  the  corps  was 
commanded  to  retire. 

VII — Gettysburg. 

On  Saturday,  the  27th  of  June,  the  Cavalry  Corps,  having  per- 
formed the  work  assigned  it,  started  on  its  march  to  join  the  other 
corps  of  the  army  on  the  field  of  Gettysburg.  Crossing  the  Poto- 
mac at  Edward's  Ferry,  the  First  Jersey  took  the  road  to  Frederick, 
thence  passing  swiftly  forward  until,  on  the  2d  of  July,  it  de- 
First  New  Jersey,  First  Michigan  and  First  Pennsylvania  Cavalry — and  the  command 
of  onr  regiment  devolved  upon  Lieutenant-Colonel  Broderick.  Captain  York,  of  Com- 
pany I,  had  the  advance-guard,  composed  of  Companies  C  and  I — lie  moved  his  men  mj 
carefully  that  he  captured  every  vidette  on  the  road,  so  that  the  first  intimation  the 
enemy  had  of  our  being  in  their  rear  was  by  seeing  the  head  of  our  column  debouch 
from  the  woods. 

"  Colonel  Wyndliam  moved  his  troops  with  such  celerity  that  we  were  upon  them 
almost  before  they  were  aware  of  our  vicinity-.  The  fight  lasted  four  hours,  and  was 
a  continual  succession  of  the  most  brilliant  charges  ever  made.  Every  officer  acted 
with  the  utmost  bravery  and  coolness,  and  it  is  impossible  for  men  to  behave  better 
than  did  ours— they  proved  themselves  well  worthy  of  the  State  from  which  they 
came,  and  more  cannot  be  said  in  their  praise. 

"Lieutenant -Colonel  Broderick  and  Major  Shelmirc  were  both  -wounded  and  taken 
prisoners  while  leading  one  of  the  numerous  charges.  Accounts  of  the  nature  of  their 
capture  arc  so  conflictimr,  that  I  defer  sending  any  statement  regarding  it  till  I  learn 
something  definite;  but  that  they  both  behaved  with  the  greatest  daring  and  gallantry 
there  can  be  no  question. 

"Captain  Sawyer,  Company  K,  and  Lieutenant  Brocker,  Company  II,  are  also  pris- 
oners, but  not  thought  to  be  wounded.  Captain  Lucas,  Company  F,  Captain  Mauls- 
bury  and  Adjutant  Kitchen,  while  in  the  thickest  ot  the  light,  had  their  horses  .-h<»t 
under  them ;  that  of  Adjutant  Kitchen  fell  dead,  carrying  him  along  with  it.  His 
escape  seems  almost  miraculous.  When  the  order  was  given  to  retire  our  regiment 
covered  the  rear.  I  am  told  that  General  Gregg  expressed  the  greatest  satisfaction  at 
the  conduct  of  the  regiment.  Towards  the  close  of  the  engagement  Colonel  Wyndham 
received  a  bullet-wound  in  the  calf  of  the  leg,  but  we  are  thankful  to  know  that  it  will 
not  prove  dangerous;  he  kept  the  Held  for  some  time  alter  being  hit,  but  was  finally 
obliged  to  give  up.  He  also  paid  the  regiment  the  highest  compliments  for  its  steady 
aud  dashing  charges.  The  light  was  hand  to  hand  throughout.  We  had  in  the  enffairo- 
ment  four  Held  officers,  fourteen  line  officers  and  two  hundred  and  eighty-one  enlisted 
men.  Our  loss  in  killed,  wounded  and  missing  is  at  present  three  field  officers,  two 
line  officers  and  fifty-two  enlisted  men.  This  of  itself  speaks  volumes  for  the  brave rj 
of  our  regiment.  The  morale  of  the  regiment  has  been  greatly  benefitted  by  yester- 
day's work,  and  I  am  conlident  that  the  men  will  light  better  now  than  ever. 

"High  II.  Janeway,  Major  Commanding.*' 
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touched  upon  the  field  where  battle  had  already  been  joined,  going 
into  position,  dismounted,  on  the  extreme  right  of  our  line.  Dur- 
ing the  afternoon,  an  assault  was  made  upon  its  position,  but  was 
easily  repulsed,  and  at  night  the  cavalry  brigade  fell  back  upon  the 
Baltimore  pike  to  bivouac  until  the  morrow.  On  the  3d,  in  the 
dispositions  for  the  decisive  battle,  Gregg  with  his  division,  and 
Custer's  Brigade  of  Kilpatrick's  was  entrusted  with  the  defense  of 
the  right  flank  of  our  army  ;  and  bravely  was  that  important  duty 
performed.  As  the  battle  opened,  the  First  Jersey  was  advanced 
from  the  very  rear,  some  two  miles  to  the  front,  arriving  just  in 
time  to  see  the  dense  column  of  the  rebel  cavalry  pouring  upon  our 
flank.  Leaping  from  their  horses,  forming  line  as  they  touched  the 
ground,  and  starting  at  once  into  a  run,  in  the  very  face  of  the 
enemy,  the  First  Jersey  dashed  at  the  nearest  cover,  where,  sup- 
ported only  by  a  squadron  of  their  own  little  regiment,  they  pre- 
pared to  check  the  progress  of  the  entire  force  arrayed  against 
them.  And  they  did  it,  and  more,  even  driving  back  the  assailing 
columns.  Sent  forward  as  a  forlorn  hope,  to  give  time  for  the  rest 
of  the  division  to  come  up  with  unblown  horses,  this  little  band  of 
one  hundred  and  fifty  men,  by  their  undaunted  bearing  and  their 
steady  fire,  staggered  the  troops  that  by  a  single  charge  could  have 
ridden  over  them.  Kef  using  to  dismount  in  spite  of  the  storm  of 
bullets  constantly  whistling  over  our  men,  Jane  way  rode  from  end 
to  end  of  his  line  of  skirmishers,  encouraging,  warning  and  direct- 
ing its  every  portion— showing  here  as  on  many  another  field  a 
coolness  and  bravery  that  made  him  a  marked  man  among  men. 
Advancing  from  point  to  point,  heralding  eacli  charge  by  a  cheer 
which  shook  the  enemy  worse  than  the  bullets  of  their  carbines, 
for  more  than  a  hundred  yards  the  First  Jersey  pushed  their  little 
hue;  and  at  last,  with  ammunition  exhausted/ they  still  held  their 
ground,  facing  the  rebels  with  their  revolvers.  Then  Jane  way  rode 
hack  to  the  reserve,  and  reported  to  Major  Beaumont  the  condition 
oi  his  men,  requesting  ammunition  and  reinforcement.  At  Major 
Beaumont's  request,  Colonel  Mcintosh,  commanding  the  brigade, 
ordered  another  regiment  to  take  the  place  of  the  First  Jersey.  That 
icgiment  halted  a  hundred  yards  to  the  rear  of  the  line  where  the 
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Jerseymen  were  stationed,  and  would  not  advance  any  farther, 
while  the  latter  resisted  every  effort  to  move  them  back.  Presently, 
Colonel  Mcintosh  rode  up  to  Major  Beaumont,  saying,  "Major, 
where  is  your  regiment?"  "On  the  skirmish  line,  sir."  "But  I 
ordered  them  to  be  relieved."  "  The  other  regiment  cannot  be  got 
to  relieve  them."  "  I  will  see  about  that,"  said  the  Colonel ;  "  re- 
call your  men."  "  I  have  re-called  them,"  replied  the  Major,  "  and 
they  won't  come."  Even  Colonel  Mcintosh  failed  to  get  the  reliev- 
ing regiment  up  through  the  tremendous  fire  to  the  position  of  the 
First  Jersey  ;  old  soldiers  as  they  were,  they  could  not  calmly  face 
it.  At  length,  however,  the  Third  Pennsylvania  came  upon  the 
line,  and  the  First  Jersey  was  at  liberty  to  retire  from  the  action. 
But  no!  They  sought  every  method  to  avoid  falling  back.  Bor- 
rowing ammunition  from  the  Pennsylvanians,  they  kept  their  boldly- 
won  position,  and  cheering  like  mad,  defied  the  efforts  of  the  enemy 
— only  a  handful  retiring,  casting  reluctant  looks  behind  as  they 
went.  And  now  the  rebels  essayed  to  charge  and  turn  the  position 
which  they  could  not  take  in  front,  but  each  assault  was  repulsed, 
the  fine  old  First  Michigan  Cavalry  charging  straight  into  their 
ranks  and  putting  them  ingloriously  to  flight.  By  this  time,  the 
grand  attack  of  Longstreet  had  been  made  and  repulsed,  and  all 
that  remained  was  for  the  cavalry  to  sweep  away  the  rebel  horse 
from  our  flank.  With  charge  after  charge  they  were  beaten  from 
the  ground — the  Third  Pennsylvania,  making  one  magnificent  dash 
upon  a  greatly-outnumbering  body  of  the  enemy.  Newhall,  the 
Adjutant-General  of  the  brigade,  and  five  officers  of  a  single 
squadron,  fell  beneath  the  saber  and  the  pistol,  but  the  enemy  was 
cut  to  pieces ;  and  with  cheers  of  triumph,  the  cavalry  of  Greg-f 
saw  Stuart's  battalions  gallop  in  rout  to  the  protection  of  their 
artillery. 

But  the  First  New  Jersev  had  work  still  to  do.  Guarding  the  line 
and  picketing  far  to  the  front,  they  watched  through  the  nigh' 
upon  the  bloody  ground,  until  the  welcome  light  of  the  birthday 
of  the  nation  permitted  them  to  seek  a  brief  season  of  repose. 

At  five  o'clock  on  the  afternoon  of  the  day,  the  cavalry  was 
again  in  motion,  following  up  the  retreating  columns  of  the  enemy- 
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And  now  each,  day  brought  its  skirmish,  each  march  its  batch  of 
prisoners.  On  the  5th,  in  the  mountain  passes  above  Emmetts- 
burg,  the  First  New  Jersey  was  sharply  and  successfully  engaged  ; 
and  again,  on  the  6th,  it  had  another  contest.  Though  again 
successful,  it  lost  the  services  of  an  officer — Lieutenant  Cox  receiv- 
ing an  ugly  wound.  Captain  Boyd  had  been  disabled  at  Gettys- 
burg, and  small  as  it  was,  the  regiment  had  scarcely  enough  officers 
left  to  perform  the  duty  required.  On  the  14th,  having  been  daily 
engaged  in  arduous  duty,  the  regiment  crossed  the  Potomac  at 
Harper's  Ferry,  and  finding  the  Twelfth  Virginia  Cavalry  (rebel) 
in  possession  of  the  country  beyond,  the  following  day  advanced 
against  them,  capturing  their  Colonel.  A  day  or  two  after,  the 
division  advanced  to  Shepherdstown  for  the  purpose  of  securing 
forage,  and  while  there  was  attacked  by  the  £nemy,  but  the  First 
New  Jersey  was  not  engaged,  the  First  Pennsylvania  carrying  off 
the  honors  of  the  day.  As  the  army  moved  forward  again  to  the 
Kappahannock,  the  cavalry  guarded  the  train  of  wagons,  and 
when  relieved  of  this  duty,  were  employed  in  alternate  scouting 
and  picket-duty  on  both  sides  of  the  Eappahannock,  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  Warrcnton,  until  the  middle  of  September,  when  it 
moved  to  the  rear  to  guard  the  railroad,  the  First  New  Jerse}r 
being  posted  at  Bristow  Station.  Here  it  remained  until  the  4th  of 
October,  when  it  was  transferred  to  Hart  wood  Church  near  Fal- 
mouth. 

VIII — Sulphur  Springs  and  Bristow  Station. 

On  the  10th  of  October,  the  cavalry  division  was  ordered  to 
move  towards  Kelley's  Ford,  and  arriving  there  the  following  day, 
immediately  crossed  and  pushed  on  towards  Brandy  Station.  There 
it  was  learned  that  General  Meade,  having  detected  an  attempt  of 
Lee  to  steal  along  his  flank  and  cut  him  off  from  Washington,  was 
retreating;  and  that  while  Buford  held  the  rear,  checking  the  oper- 
ations of  the  rebel  cavalry,  Gregg  was  to  take  the  ground  around 
"  arrenton,  "White  Sulphur  Springs,  and  guard  the  flank  especially 
threatened  by  the  enemy.  The  Second  Brigade  was  accordingly 
placed  in  the  vicinity  of  Jeflersou,  on  the  south  side  of  the  river, 
57 
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while  the  First  pickettecl  and  scouted  around  the  town  of  "Warren  - 
ton  itself — the  First  New  Jersey,  now  numbering  three  hundred 
and  sixty  effective  men,  being  allowed  to  remain  in  reserve,  at  rest, 
with  the  exception  of  one  squadron.  Early  on  the  afternoon  of 
the  12th, -the  enemy  appeared  in  strong  force  in  front  of  the  Second 
Brigade,  which  soon  became  hotly  engaged,  but  was  unable  to 
prevent  the  advance  of  E well's  Corps  marching  around'  its  left 
flank,  thus  cutting  it  off  from  the  river.  The  situation  thus  grow- 
ing critical,  the  First  Brigade  was  hurriedly  ordered  up — the  First 
New  Jersey  instantly  moving  to  the  scene  of  action,  accompanied 
by  one  section  of  Martin's  horse  artillery.  At  this  moment  it  was 
discovered  that  the  command  was  very  short  of  serviceable  ammu- 
nition, late  severe  rains  having  rendered  useless  the  supply  received, 
but  from  the  stock  or*  other  regiments  enough  was  hastily  procured 
to  supply  two  squadrons  with  ten  rounds  apiece,  and  with  this 
scant  supply  the  regiment  dashed  forward  to  the  front.  As  he 
approached  the  Springs,  Janeway  detached  Captain  Hart  with  the 
first  squadron,  as  an  advance  guard,  with  orders  to  diverge  to  the 
right  as  he  approached  the  river.  As,  in  obedience  to  these  direc- 
tions, he  emerged  from  the  woods  above  the  Springs,  he  was  sud- 
denly attacked  by  the  rebel  forces  who  had  crossed  the  bridge  and 
were  advancing  rapidly  up  the  road.  Promptly  taking  position  in 
the  woods  a  little  higher  up  the  river,  Hart  checked  the  attempted 
movement  of  the  enemy  in  that  direction,  at  the  same  time  rescuing 
a  number  of  stragglers  who  had  been  cutoff  and  were  endeavoring 
to  escape.  Informed  that  this  brave  officer  had  thus  occupied  the 
position  directed,  Janeway  at  once  ordered  Major  Lucas  to  take  for- 
ward the  fourth  squadron  as  skirmishers,  meanwhile  forming,  under 
his  own  eye  the  other  squadrons  under  cover  of  the  wood.  Almost 
before  Lucas  could  form  his  men,  the  rebels  came  char^imr  into  the 
wood,  but  delivering  fire  as  well  as  the  circumstances  permitted,  ho 
charged  them  in  turn,  driving  them  over  half  a  mile,  completely 
into  the  shelter  of  the  trees  and  buildings  around  the  Spring?; 
when,  deploying  his  skirmishers,  he  deliberately  fell  back  within 
supporting  distance  of  the  regiment.  Emboldened  by  this  move- 
ment, the  rebels  again  charged  forth  from  their  cover,  to  be  m< t 
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boldly  as  before,  Jane  way  sending  in  the  fifth  squadron  under 
Kinsley,  Craig  and  Hughes,  before  whom  the  enemy  again  retired, 
closely  pressed  by  our  troopers.  Meanwhile,  Captain  Gray  had 
been  dispatched  with  the  third  squadron  to  the  extreme  right  to 
hold  the  ground  between  Hart  and  the  river.  Still  the  fight  con- 
tinued, and  the  situation  every  moment  grew  more  critical.  Cap- 
tain Malsbury,  who  had  been  sent  on  picket  with  the  sixth  squad- 
ron, was  still  absent,  and  Janeway  was  thus  left  with  only  the 
second  squadron  as  a  reserve,  while  the  whole  of  Ewell's  Corps  of 
infantry  was  before  him.  At  this  time,  Colonel  Taylor,  command- 
ing the  brigade,  hesitating  to  compel  a  single  regiment  to  continue 
such  an  unequal  fight,  sent  a  message  to  Janeway,  directing  him  to 
fall  back  slowly  ;  but  the  Major  replied,  that  "  to  fall  back  would  ex- 
pose our  weakness  and  ensure  our  destruction  by  the  overwhelming 
force  of  the  enemy,"  and  asked  permission  to  hold  his  ground  until 
dark,  which,  being  granted,  he  once  more  addressed  himself  to  the 
arduous  task  before  him.  It  was,  indeed,  a  difficult  work,  and  the 
hour  one  of  great  anxiety.  Major  Lucas  had  already  sent  word 
that  the  enemy  was  deploying  against  him  a  formidable  line  of 
infantry;  that  the  rebel  cavalry  was  strengthening  every  minute; 
that  many  of  his  men  had  exhausted  their  ammunition,  and  that 
the  next  attack  would  certainly  force  him  back.  Yet,  Janeway 
had  but  a  single  squadron  left,  the  advance  of  which  would  leave 
him  bare  of  all  support.  But,  fortunately,  at  this  moment,  Mals- 
bury appeared,  forming  his  squadron  as  he  came.  Then,  just  as 
the  rebel  fire  grew  more  rapid  and  intense,  Janeway  led  Bobbins' 
squadron  into  and  through  the  woods,  meeting  the  rebel  charge 
while  Lucas,  under  cover  of  their  advance  withdrew  those  of  his 
men  who  had  expended  their  ammunition,  and  began  to  form  them 
on  the  flank  of  Malsbury. 

Now,  as  the  day  waned,  the  fighting  grew  fiercer  than  before. 
Scarcely  had  Malsbury  taken  the  place  of  Bobbins,  when  Hick, 
the  junior  Captain  of  the  squadron,  received  a  ball  in  his  leg,  which 
forced  him  to  leave  the  field,  and  the  missiles  of  the  enemy,  pene- 
trating the  thin  wood  which  screened  the  reserve,  fell  around  them 
even  more  thickly  than  they  did  in  the  front.     In  the  early  twi- 
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light,  the  enemy  succeeded  at  last  in  getting  a  force  around  upon 
the  flank,  and,  turning  the  right  of  Captain  Gray,  drove  him  and 
his  men,  fighting  as  they  went,  across  a  ravine,  back  to  the  point 
where  Lucas  was  rallying  his  men.  Thus  through  the  trees  upon 
this  flank  a  cross-fire  was  now  opened,  and  not  without  effect — 
Lucas  falling  dead  with  a  ball  in  his  brain.  But  the  work  of  death 
was  not  yet  done.  Gray,  taking  the  place  of  Lucas,  his  Lieute- 
nants, Cornell  and  Rodgers,  with  such  men  as  had  been  rallied  and 
supplied  with  a  round  or  two  of  ball,  dashed  into  the  wood  to  the 
assistance  of  the  little  force  still  struggling  there.  Though  Rodgers 
was  soon  wounded,  and  McKinstry,  Lane,  Craig,  Cause,  Dye  and 
Hughes  had  their  horses  shot  beneath  them,  still  they  all  staunchly 
stood  their  ground  with  Janeway,  Robbins  and  the  rest.  Until  the 
last  gleam  of  light  had  faded  from  the  sky,  the  stubborn  Jerseymen 
held  the  wood  against  the  enemy,  and  even  then,  after  every  car- 
tridge for  carbine  and  revolver  had  been  expended,  and  when  the 
rebels  had  slowly  crept  up  upon  the  flank  until  they  were  firing  on 
them  from  the  rear,  Robbins  and  Lieutenant  Cause  could  only,  by 
reiterated  orders,  persuade  the  second  squadron  to  abandon  the 
position  which  they  had  so  long  held. 

Promptly  upon  our  withdrawal,  the  rebels  made  an  effort  to 
occupy  the  wood  and  to  debouch  through  it  into  the  road  to  pursue 
our  men  ;  but  the  reserve  which  Janeway  had  persisted  in  retaining 
unbroken,  in  spite  of  every  apparent  crisis,  now  justified  the  wisdom 
of  his  action.  Galled  for  hours  by  a  fire  which  it  had  been  unable 
to  return,  it  now  opened  upon  the  advancing  enemy  with  such 
vindictive  energy  as  to  force  him  back  behind  the  cover,  incapable 
of  another  movement  to  the  front.6  Falling  back  to  the  height 
beyond,  Malsbury  again  drew  up  his  men,  prepared  to  resist  any 
attempt  of  the  rebels  ;  but  the  column  moved  off  the  field  without 

c  "It  "was  now  after  sunset,  and  our  skirmishers  had  been  for  a  long  time  warmly 
engaged  with  the  skirmishers  of  the  rebel  infantry.  Perceiving  that  there  was  serious 
danger  to  be  apprehended  upon  my  Hanks,  I  slowly  fell  back  into  the  woods,  followed 
by  the  rebels.  Still  contesting  the  ground,  it  was  not  until  darkness  had  thoroughly 
set  in  that  I  withdrew  from  the  woods,  and  allowed  the  enemy  to  enter  them.  They 
made  an  attempt  to  advance  beyond  them,  but  the  steady  lire  of  Captain  Malsbury's 
squadron,  though  composed  largely  of  recruits,  completely  frustrated  their  attempt." 
Major  Janeway* s  JReport. 
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molestation,  and  he  fell  into  his  place  in  the  rear  without  firing 
another  shot.  For  half  an  hour  after  the  retreat,  the  ground  was 
left  unoccupied  by  the  enemy,  and  even  then,  he  advanced  against 
the  deserted  position  with  skirmishers  deployed  and  a  long  line  of 
battle  formed.  In  an  hour  from  that  time,  the  whole  of  E well's 
Corps  was  camped  upon  the  field  of  battle,  having  been  detained 
by  the  First  New  Jersey  until  it  was  too  late  to  close  upon  the 
flanks  of  the  Union  army. 

The  First  New  Jersey  came  out  of  this  remarkable  contest  with 
the  loss,  wonderfully  small  under  the  circumstances,  of  four  officers 
and  thirty  men  ;  but  seven  officers  and  one  hundred  and  thirty 
men  had  their  horses  killed  and  wounded,  so  that  the  casualties 
amounted  to  nearly  one-half  of  the  force  engaged.  The  only 
prisoner  lost  was  Lieutenant  Kinsley,  who  was  missing  by  accident.7 

Re-joining  the  brigade  the  regiment  proceeded  to  Fayetteville, 
in  the  vicinity  of  which  it  encamped  for  the  night.  The  next  day 
it  was  ordered  to  accompany  the  division  train,  which  it  did, 
escorting  it  towards  Catlett's  Station.  On  the  14th,  orders  were 
received  to  re-join  the  division  at  Auburn,  and  the  command  at 
once  started  for  that  place.  Shortly  after  passing  the  headquarters 
of  the  army,  it  ran  into  the  pickets  of  a  rebel  brigade,  driving  them 
into  the  advance  of  the  Second  Corps,  by  whom  they  were  cap- 

*  The  following  is  an  extract  from  Major  Jancway's  report : 

"  Captain  Hick,  of  Company  L,  "was  wounded  in  the  thigh  almost  immediately  on 
reaching  the  scene  of  action.  Lieutenant  Rodgers,  of  Company  C,  while  gallantly 
fl filling  iu  the  front,  received  a  ball  through  his  arm.  Lieutenant  Kinsley,  of  Com- 
pany F,  commanding  Company  II,  was  shot  in  his  shoulder  and  completely  disabled, 
a*  the  tight  was  concluding,  and  in  the  darkness  his  fall  was  unnoticed.  Lieutenants 
McKinstry  (Adjutant),  Jamison,  Lane,  Craig,  Hughes  and  Dye,  had  their  horses  shot 
under  them.  The  valuable  services  rendered  by  the  squadron  commanders  have  been 
mentioned  in  the  body  of  the  report,  and  every  officer  in  the  regiment  so  gallantly 
iKTformed  his  duty  that  it  is  impossible  to  single  out  any  for  special  commendation. 
I  tiaplain  II.  R.  Pyne  rendered  me  great  assistance  by  his  cool  and  gallant  bearing,  and 
*'>'  aiding  to  re-form  men  who  had  fallen  back  as  their  ammunition  was  exhausted.  I 
•  in  not  speak  too  highly  of  the  steadiness  and  enthusiasm  of  the  enlisted  men,  among 
whom  I  have  yet  to  learn  of  an  instance  of  misbehavior  or  a  case  of  faltering.1' 

Major  Jancway's  report  has  the  following  endorsement : 

"  This  report  having  been  referred  to  me,  I  take  great  pleasure  in  bringing  to  your 
notice  the  gallantry  of  both  officers  and  men  of  this  command.  The  conduct  of  Major 
Uujfh  H.  Juncway  upon  three  several  occasions  was  commendable  in  the  highest  de- 
Ifree,  and  reflected  great  credit  upon  himself  and  the  regiment. 

"John  W.  Kestek,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Commanding.'" 
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tured.  Waiting  until  that  corps  bad  passed,  the  regiment  proceeded 
to  re-join  the  brigade,  being  ordered  to  form  part  of  the  rear-guard 
of  the  army,  still  in  retreat  before  the  enemy.  As  the  brigade  fell 
slowly  back,  Janeway  was  directed  to  remain  with  the  First  Jersey 
to  hold  a  hill  from  which  the  column  might  otherwise  be  annoyed 
by  artillery.  Taking  command  In  person  of  the  line  of  skirmish- 
ers, the  Major  strengthened  it  by  seven  companies  of  his  own  regi- 
ment, turning  over  the  command  of  the  rest  to  Captain  Gray,  and 
then  proceeded  to  make  the  best  possible  disposition  of  the  sixteen 
companies  placed  at  his  disposal.  The  enemy,  however,  beyond 
throwing  a  few  shells,  made  no  assault,  and  the  force  was  finally 
withdrawn,  proceeding  towards  Bristow  Station,  where  Heath's 
Division  of  Hill's  Corps,  having  succeeded  in  marching  around  us, 
had  fallen  upon  the  Second  Corps.  Hurrying  his  men  into  posi- 
tion, Janeway  held  the  rebel  advance  until  night,  when  he  pro- 
ceeded to  Brentsville  and  thence  marched  with  the  train  to  Fairfax 
Station,  where  the  men  were  permitted  to  rest  until  the  19th. 
Then,  the  army  having  again  taken  up  its  advance  in  pursuit  of 
the  now  retiring  enemy,  the  cavalry  resumed  its  marched  on  the 
21st,  re-occupyiDg  the  camps  which  had  been  left  ten  days  before 
the  fight  at  Sulphur  Springs.  Here  Lieutenant-Colonel  Kester  was 
relieved  from  duty  on  the  staff  of  General  Gregg,  and  for  the  first 
time  assumed  command  of  the  regiment  which  had  long  been 
expecting  him. 

From  this  time  forward  until  late  in  November,  the  regiment  was 
employed  in  picket-duty,  once  escorting  a  body  of  prisoners  to 
Washington ;  but  being  called  upon  to  do  no  more  arduous  service- 
much  to  the  satisfaction,  probably,  of  the  battle-beaten  and  ex- 
hausted troopers. 

IX — Across  the  Kapidax. 
On  the  2Gth  of  November,  General  Meade  having  determined 
upon  a  movement  across  the  Kapidan,  Gregg's  Division  of  cavalry 
surprised  the  rebel  pickets  at  Ely's  Ford,  and  throwing  itself  across 
the  river,  took  position  on  our  extreme  left,  halting  for  the  night 
on  a  narrow  bye-road  through  the  Wilderness,  leading  across  from 
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Culpepper  turnpike  to  the  main  road  from  Fredericksburg  to 
Kichmond.  Sykes'  infantry  column  being  on  the  right,  the  First 
Jersey  was  placed  on  picket  to  connect  with  his  line,  but  the  fol- 
lowing morning  was  advanced  to  the  front,  emerging  upon  the 
plank-road  from  Fredericksburg  to  Orange  Court  House.  The 
country  traversed  was  intersected  by  but  very  few  roads,  and  was 
entirely  impracticable  except  in  the  woods  themselves,  thus  com- 
pelling the  troops  to  move  in  narrow  columns,  and  delaying  the 
promptness  of  necessary  evolutions.  After  some  difficulty,  how- 
ever, the  column  reached  a  position  near  Hope  Church,  but  here 
they  found  a  body  of  rebel  cavalry  who  disputed  their  advance. 
All  around  this  position  stretched  a  wilderness  of  woods,  under 
cover  of  which  the  enemy  had  posted  his  infantry,  who  soon 
advanced  upon  our  skirmishers.  The  fire  growing  gradually 
sharper,  the  First  Jersey  was  promptly  dismounted,  and  with  the 
First  Pennsylvania  on  its  left,  plunged  into  the  thicket.  Then 
with  a  cheer  that  rolled  all  along  the  line,  the  men  dashed  straight 
against  the  enemy,  causing  his  skirmishers  to  fall  back  with  a  loss 
of  forty  prisoners,  including  several  officers.  But  the  gallant 
troopers  did  not  pause  with  this  handsome  success.  With  succes- 
sive rushes,  the  line  advanced  full  three-quarters  of  a  mile,  the 
bullets  flying  so  fiercely  that  between  the  charges  the  men  had  to 
lie  close  to  the  ground.  At  last  came  a  period  of  desperate  strug- 
gle. Though  every  man  hugged  the  earth  as  closely  as  he  could. 
in  the  short  period  during  which  the  contest  lasted,  twenty-seven 
officers  and  men  were  either  killed  or  so  wounded  as  to  disable 
them.  Jamison  was  shot  through  the  heart,  Gray  had  his  hand 
shattered,  Lane  was  almost  stunned,  and  Hobensack  was  struck 
so  violently  by  a  piece  of  shell  that  for  some  minutes  he  was  crazed. 
All  the  while  the  artillery  was  in  fall  play,  the  rebels  firing  at  our 
u'uns,  and  our  missiles  plunging  into  their  line  of  battle.  At  last, 
^itcr  a  vigorous  rally  on  the  part  of  the  enemy,  our  men  raised  a 
cheer  that  rang  far  away  over  the  field  ;  and  with  one  tremendous 
rush,  they  swept  skirmish-line,  battle-line  and  all  before  them  for  a 
quarter  of  a  mile,  when,  the  Fifth  Corps  having  come  up  and 
deployed,  the  fighting  cavalrvmen  were  withdrawn  without  loss. 
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Few  conflicts  of  the  war  were  more  desperate  than  this  ;  and  the 
men  of  the  First  Jersey  never  fought  with  grander  courage  or  more 
abounding  faith  in  themselves.  The  loss  of  the  regiment  was  more 
severe  than  that  of  any  other  engaged  ;  and  in  Lieutenant  Jamison 
it  gave  to  the  country  one  of  the  most  zealous  and  efficient  officers 
in  the  service.8 

The  next  afternoon,  leaving  part  of  the  brigade  on  duty  at 
Parker's  Store,  the  First  Jersey  with  the  rest  crossed  by  a  difficult 
road  to- the  Wilderness  Tavern  upon  the  other  plank  road  to  Cul- 
pepper, but  the  enemy  moving  against  the  force  at  that  point,  the 
regiment  on  the  following  day  returned  to  the  menaced  point,  but 
without  becoming  engaged,  the  rebels  having  been  driven  off  before 
their  arrival.  On  the  1st  of  December,  our  army  having  again 
commenced  a  retrograde  movement,  the  cavalry  followed  in  the 
rear,  and  crossing  the  Eapidan  and  Eappahannock,  some  days  after 

8  The  following  is  the  official  report  of  this  engagement,  as  made  to  the  Governor  of 
the  State : 

"  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  your  notice  the  part  which  the  First  New  Jersey 
Cavalry  took  in  the  action  of  Friday,  November  27,  1863,  in  the  Wilderness,  neat- 
Mountain  Run,  south  of  the  Rapidan.  The  position  assigned  us  that  day  was  in  the 
rear  of  the  First  Brigade,  the  advance  of  which  engaged  the  enemy's  cavalry  near  Hope 
Church,  driving  him  towards  Orange  Court  House;  and  when  near  Mountain  Run 
the  enemy  withdrew  his  cavalry  and  advanced  a  division  of  infantry,  which  brought 
our  advance  to  a  check.  I  was  then  ordered  forward  with  the  regiment.  As  I  moved 
on  to  the  field,  the  lines  began  to  waver  under  a  vigorous  shelling  and  a  hail  of  rifle- 
balls  from  the  enemy's  infantry.  I  was  ordered  to  take  in  my  regiment  and  hold  the 
ground.  I  dismounted  the  whole  regiment  and  pressed  forward  with  a  cheer  that 
sounded  above  the  din  of  battle,  and  I  was  just  in  time,  as  I  met  fragments  of  broken 
regiments  falling  back ;  as  we  passed  them  they  took  up  the  cheer  and  followed.  We 
then  charged  the  'enemy's  infantry,  driving  him  half  a  mile  and  capturing  thirty-one 
prisoners,  and  holding  the  ground  until  relieved  by  the  Fifth  Corps  of  infantry. 

"  I  cannot  speak  too  highly  of  the  gallantry  of  both  officers  and  men  of  the  com- 
mand. They  did  honor  to  their  State  and  country.  It  is  almost  impossible  for  me  to 
speak  of  individual  acts  of  gallantry,  as  all  acted  with  such  bravery  as  to  call  forth  the 
admiration  of  all  who  saw  them.  Captain  Bobbins,  Company  G,  and  Sergeants  Mu li- 
enor and  Scott,  Company  A,  were  particularly  noticed  for  their  activity  in  securing  ami 
bringing  off  the  field  a  number  of  prisoners.  Great  credit  is  due  to  Major  Janeway, 
Captain  Hart  and  Captain  G raj',  for  the  steady  manner  in  which  they  handled  their 
battalions,  and  all  honor  is  due  to  the  brave  but  unfortunate  Jamison,  who  lived  and 
died  a  soldier,  and  his  brave  comrades  who  fell  upon  that  field,  nobly  contesting  fi,r 
their  country's  honor. 

"  My  Adjutant  and  other  members  of  my  staff  acted  with  intrepid  zeal,  and  were  ol 
the  utmost  importance  to  me,  and  I  trust  that  the  doings  of  the  regiment  may  met  t 
your  approval. 

"  The  following  is  a  list  of  casualties  :  Killed  0 ;  wounded  IS. 

"John  \Y.  Kesteh,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Commanding  New  Jersey  Cavalry." 
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went  into  winter-quarters  on  familiar  ground  at  Warrenton.  Dur- 
ing the  winter  months/' the  men  were  comfortably  housed,  but  were 
not  left  in  idleness.  In  addition  to  arduous  picket-duty,  many 
were  employed  in  scouting,10  and  all  were  kept  in  some  way  em- 
ployed, until  spring  at  last  opened,  and  Grant  prepared  to  strike 
his  ponderous  blows  against  the  tottering  fabric  of  the  rebellion. 

X — The  Battles  of  the  Wilderness. 

At  two  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  4th  of  May,  186-4,  after  a 
night  of  marching  and  open  bivouac,  the  First  Jersey,  leading  the 
column  of  Gregg's  Division,  crossed  the  Eapiclan  at  Ely's  Ford, 
capturing  a  portion  of  the  rebel  pickets,  and  taking  position, 
beyond  Chanceilorsville,  on  the  road  leading  to  Fredericksburg  and 
Todd's  Tavern,  to  which  place  it  moved  early  on  the  5th.  Here, 
about  noon,  the  Third  Cavalry  Division  having  been  attacked  by 
the  enemy  and  given  way,  General  Gregg  drew  up  the  First 
Regiment  and  ordered  a  squadron  to  be  sent  in  to  cover  the  retiring 
column  and  repel  the  enemy.     Captain  Hart  was,  accordingly,  at 

9  On  the  21st  of  January,  1S64,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Eester  issued  the  following : 
[Regimental  Order,  No.  1.] 

"Headquarters  First  New  Jersey  Cavalry,  | 
January  21,  1864         ) 
"  Officers  and  Soldiers  of  this  Regiment  : 

"The  Lieutenant-Colonel  commanding  takes  this  opportunity  to  thank  you  in  the 
name  of  our  country  for  your  undaunted  courage,  impetuous  bravery  and  patient  en- 
durance shown  upon  so  many  bloody  fields  and  under  circumstances  that  try  men's 

EOUlg. 

"The  commanding  officer  of  the  regiment  may  well  feel  just  cause  for  being  proud 
of  a  command  who  have  never  ceased  to  reilect  luster  upon  our  arms,  and  who  through 
the  many  conflicts  in  which  you  have  been  engaged,  have  always  taken  a  conspicuous 
part  and  called  forth  the  thanks  and  gratitude  of  your  commanding  officers. 

41  He  also  thanks  the  regiment,  and  more  especially  those  who  have  re-enlisted,  for 
their  patriotic  zeal  and  firm  determination  to  serve  in  the  army  until  this  unholy  rebel- 
lion he  crushed,  when  those  who  survive  will  look  back  upon  their  course  with  satis- 
faction and  pride,  and  will  have  won  laurels  that  will  ensure  them  the  homage  of  a 
ffratcful  country  to  heroes  who  have  taken  part  in  a  hundred  ficrceh'-contestcd  fields, 
nobly  fighting  in  the  defense  of  their  country's  honor;  and  also  the  thanks  of  the  com- 
manding officer  is  due  to  Lieutenant  Hobensack  for  the  prompt  manner  in  which  he 
gave  chase  and  re-captured  men  captured  by  guerrillas  on  the  10th  instant. 

"  By  Order,  John  W.  Kester,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Commanding. 

"C.  McKinstry,  Adjutant." 

"One  of  the  exploits  of  the  winter  is  thus  detailed  in  an  official  report  of  Licutenant- 
Coloucl  Kester  to  Governor  Parker: 
"  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the,  17th  instant,  (February,  1SG4,)  I  was  ordered 
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once  advanced,  and  soon  came  upon  the  enemy,  rushing  down  upon 
the  fugitives  and  startling! v  near  to  our  position.  Without  a  mo- 
ment's hesitation.  Hart  charged  into  the  advancing  column,  and 
then,  breaking  it  in  pieces,  pushed  on  through  the  woods  towards 
the  main  body  of  the  rebels,  only  halting  as  the  supporting  column 
of  the  latter  came  into  view.  Then,  being  joined  by  Colonel  Kester 
heading  the  regiment,  the  troopers  once  more  advanced,  the  enemy 
again  giving  ground  before  the  impetuous  attack.  Still  advancing, 
the  assailants  presently  came  upon  a  line  of  mounted  men,  who, 
rushing  out  with  a  cheer,  compelled  Kester  to  halt,  then  turn  and 
rapidly  retire,  followed  by  the  charging  enemy,  until  Captain 
Malsbur}^,  throwing  his  squadron  into  line  by  the  side  of  the  road, 
met  the  charge  by  a  close  volley  from  his  carbines.  At  the  same 
moment  the  retreating  column  rallying,  once  more  dashed  against 
the  foe ;  but  now  the  main  body  of  the  latter  was  moved  rapidly 
up,  and  at  length  Kester  gave  way,  falling  slowly  back  until  the 
supports  were  reached.  Then,  once  more,  his  skirmishers  wheeled 
with  one  accord,  and  with  a  wild  cheer  the  whole  body  made  a 

to  take  three  hundred  and  fifty  men,  (comprising  one  hundred  and  fifty  of  the  Fir>t 
New  Jersey  Cavalry,  under  command  of  Captain  Hart,  and  two  hundred  men  of  the 
First  Pennsylvania,  First  Massachusetts  and  Third  Pennsylvania,)  and  attempt  the  cap- 
ture of  Mosey' s  guerrillas.  We  started  from  Warrenton  at  ten  o'clock  on  the  even- 
ing of  the  ISth  instant,  and  marched  rapidly,  it  being  very  cold,  to  Salem.  At  that 
point,  I  detached  fifty  men  to  meet  me  at  Paris  and  at  Piedmont.  I  sent  Captain  Hart 
with  one  hundred  and  fifty  First  New  Jersey  to  pass  through  Piedmont  Valley  ami 
join  me  at  Paris  in  Ashby's  Gap,  and  with  one  hundred  and  fifty  men  I  started  for  Mark- 
ham  Station,  in  Manassas  Gap.  The  party  of  fifty  men  reached  Paris  without  capturiug 
any  guerrillas.  The  party  under  Captain  Hart  passed  through  Piedmont  Valley  to  Paris 
capturing  fifteen  guerrillas  and  a  large  number  of  horses,  arms  and  equipments.  The 
party  witli  myself  passed  through  Manassas  Gap  to  Markham,  and  from  that  point  cross- 
ing the  mountains  to  Paris,  -in  Ashby's  Gap.  We  captured  thirteen  'guerrillas  and  a 
large  number  of  horses,  arms  and  equipments,  and  some  medical  stores.  It  was 
twelve  o'clock  before  I  reached  Paris,  at  which  place  I  halted  one  hour  to  feed.  At  <>ne 
o'clock  I  started  to  return.  In  the  meantime  the  guerrillas  had  collected  to  the  number 
of  nearly  one  hundred,  and  attempted  to  capture  my  rear-guard,  which  was  under  the 
command  of  Captain  Hart.  The  enemy  charged  several  times,  but  was  repulsed  with 
loss.  The  casualties  on  our  side  were.  Captain  Hart  wounded,  and  two  horses  killed 
Captain  Hart  was  wounded  at  Uppcrville,  and  traveled  with  the  column  to  Warrenton 
without  complaint,  a  distance  of  twenty-six  miles.  The  distance  7narched  by  us  was 
seventy-four  miles  in  twenty-two  hours.  Great  credit  is  due  to  Capt.  Hart;  also  to 
Lieutenant  Lame,  Dye  and  Cause." 

Major-General  Plciisanton,  in  a  General  Order,  dated  February  20th,  "  commends  th« 
zeal  and  activity  displayed  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Kester,  and  the  officers  and  men  ol 
his  command,  in  the  late  scout,  in  which  twenty-eight  of  Mosby's  guerrillas,  and  lift) 
arms,  horses,  &c,  were  captured." 
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Mnuiltaneous  and  resistless  charge.  Without  a  halt  or  check  they 
swept  on  over  the  ground  once  occupied,  over  the  rude  barricade, 
behind  which  had  been  planted  the  artillery  now  in  rapid  retreat, 
through  woods  and  over  fields,  until  at  last  the  rebels  hurried  across 
the  Po  and  made  the  line  of  that  river  their  defense.  The  ground 
was  ours,  and  the  position  saved.  Then,  the  grand  work  being 
folly  accomplished,  Captain  Hart  inquired  for  the  Eegimental  Sur- 
geon, and  it  was  learned  that  a  bullet  had  passed  through  his  thigh 
early  in  the  engagement.  Fearing  that  he  might  not  be  permitted 
to  share  in  the  glory  of  the  fight,  if  the  fact  that  he  was  hurt 
should  be  known,  he  had  with  shut  lips  remained  in  the  saddle, 
doing  his  duty  to  the  last,  and  now  only,  when  the  day  was  won, 
sought  relief  for  his  injuries.  The  entire  loss  of  the  regiment  in 
this  brilliant  affair  was  six  men  killed,  and  two  officers  and  forty- 
one  men  wounded. 

During  the  following  day,  the  First  New  Jersey  was  not  en- 
gaged, but  on  the  7th,  the  whole  of  the  rebel  cavalry  having  been 
thrown  across  the  Po,  the  hostile  forces  became  fiercely  engaged — 
Ilobeusack  having  the  honor  of  receiving  the  first  attack  of  the 
enemy.  Gaining,  however,  an  important  position,  he  succeeded 
in  holding  it  until  relieved  by  the  First  Pennsylvania,  when,  all 
the  available  forces  uniting  in  a  charge  of  the  Sixth  Ohio,  which 
had  also  come  up,  the  rebels  were  swept  clear  out  of  a  line  of 
breastworks  which  they  had  expended  a  day  and  night  in  con- 
structing, and  that  part  of  the  field  was  our  own.  Meanwhile,  to 
the  right  of  this  front,  the  First  and  Second  Cavalry  Divisions 
were  meeting  the  massed  forces  of  the  enemy  ;  but  the  latter  were 
no  match  for  these  veteran  soldiers,  and  here,  too,  the  field  was 
won,  the  enemy  losing  some  five  hundred  wounded,  while  the 
number  of  killed  was  correspondingly  large.  After  this  disastrous 
failure,  he  did  not  care  to  renew  the  contest,  and  the  Union  cavalry 
had  done  its  last  fighting  in  the  Wilderness. 

XI— Sheridan's  Kaid  to  Richmond. 

On  the  9th  of  May,  separating  temporarily  from  the  Army  of 
the  Potomac,  the  whole  cavalry  corps  moved  south  in  the  direction 
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of  Richmond,  the  First  New  Jersey  having  the  rear  of  the  column. 
Lee,  supposing  that  the  force  consisted  of  but  a  couple  of  brigades 
on  a  marauding  expedition, .had  detached  a  corresponding  body  to 
cut  off  the  retreat ;  and  while  Stuart,  with  a  large  force  of  cavalry, 
tried  to  gain  our  front,  this  body,  under  Wickkam  and  Lennox, 
attempted  to  strike  our  rear,  their  skirmisher's  exchanging  flying 
shots  with  our  line  of  flankers,  but  not  venturing  an  attack  until 
towards  evening.     This,  however,  was  repulsed,  as   was   also  an 
assault  upon  Captain  Bobbins,  who  had  been  sent  out  to  picket  a 
cross-road,  though  Lennox  continued  to  annoy  the  column  until 
silenced  by  our  artillery.     It  was  by  this  time  very  dark,  and  the 
rest  of  the  corps  going  into  camp,  the  First  New  Jersey  and  First 
Massachusetts  barricaded  the  road,  after  which  they  also  sought  a 
hurried  rest.     Early  on  the  morrow,  the  rebels  again  assaulted  our 
line,  but  were  held  in  check  by  the  First  New  Jersey,  and  the 
whole  force  crossed  the  North  Anna.     Thence,  the  First  Division 
advanced  towards  Hanover  Junction,   while   the   Second  moved 
directly  to  the  South  Anna,  which  it  crossed  unmolested  and  halted 
for  the  night,  starting  the  next  morning  to  perform  its  share  in  the 
work   of  destruction.      General   Davies,    with   the   First  Brigade, 
pushed  across  to  Ashland  Station  and  Court  House,  where,   while 
the  First  Massachusetts,  after  destroying  the  public  buildings  and 
storehouses,  fought  hotly  with  the  enemy,  the  rest  of  the  brigade 
occupied  themselves  with   the   destruction   of  miles   of  railroad. 
Then,  hurrying  back  by  narrow  and  tortuous,  woodland  roads,  the 
command  came  out  upon  the  Mountain   turnpike,   where    it    re- 
.  joined  the  corps.     From  this  time  forward,  the  First  New  Jersey, 
while  participating  otherwise  in  all  the  fatigues  and  hardships  oi 
this  memorable  "  raid,"  was  not  engaged  with  the  enemy.     Re-join- 
ing the  army  on  the  25th,  it  encamped  in  its  rear,  and  for  one  night 
slept  soundly  under  the  friendly  shelter  of  its  own  tents. 

XI — Turning  Lee's  Right. 
But  its  season  of  repose  was  brief.     On  the  26th  it  was  moved  down 
to  the  Pamunkey  on  a  reconnoissance,  and  during  the  early  hours 
of  the  following  morning  crossed  at  Hanover  Town,  with  the  First 
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ami  Second  Cavalry  Divisions,  supported  by  a  part  of  the  Sixth 
Corps — advancing  upon  Lee's  right  wing.  On  the  28th,  having  ad- 
vanced several  miles  on  the  direct  road>  to  Eichmond,  Gregg  took 
up  a  position  near  Hawes'  Shop,  to  cover  the  crossing  and  move- 
ments of  our  infantry.  Here,  during  the  day,  he  was  fiercely 
attacked  by  the  enemy,  and  the  First  Jersey  once  more  became 
engaged.  One  company  being  sent  on  each  flank,  mounted,  Captain 
Rabbins  with  four  companies,  dismounted,  moved  forward  and 
occupied  a  position  on  the  right  of  the  road,  opening  a  rapid  fire 
from  their  carbines  on  the  line  of  the  enemy  which  was  forming 
for  attack.  The  remainder  of  the  regiment  was  moved  to  the  left 
of  the  road,  and  having  been  dismounted,  was  ordered  to  the  sup- 
port of  the  First  Pennsylvania,  which  was  hotly  engaged.  Bobbins, 
as  usual,  moved  with  a  rush  to  the  assault,  and  soon  cleared  his 
immediate  front  of  the  rebels,  chasing  them  across  the  open  ground 
beyond  the  wood  in  which  they  had  taken  cover.  In  this  field 
there  was  a  double  ditch,  lined  by  fencing,  with  another  of  the 
same  character  facing  it,  only  forty  or  fifty  paces  distant.  As 
Captain  Beekman,  heading  his  men,  sprang  across  the  first  fence, 
at  charging  speed,  they  were  met  by  a  desperate  volley  from  the 
second  line  of  the  rebels  lying  in  the  other  cover.  Instinctively, 
as  they  saw  the  flash,  the  men  threw  themselves  upon  the  ground, 
and  now  Beekman,  rolling  into  the  ditch,  called  his  troops  there 
beside  him.  From  the  two  covers  there  was  kept  up  a  tremendous 
lire — our  men  sometimes  charging  towards  the  hostile  ditch,  but  in 
each  case  falling  back,  and  the  fight  going  on,  both  parties  holding 
their  own,  but  neither  gaining  ground  upon  the  other.  Meanwhile, 
Captain  Bobbins,  on  the  right  of  the  road,  was  being  sorely  pressed. 
Major  Janeway  was  sent  with  two  squadrons  to  his  relief  and  the 
light  re-doubled  in  intensity.  The  ammunition  of  the  men  giving 
out,  a  supply  was  brought  from  the  rear  and  distributed  along  the 
line  itself  by  the  officers,  several  of  whom  fell  while  engaged  in 
the  service.  Captain  Beekman  was  shot  through  both  hands  as  he 
stretched  them  forth  full  of  ammunition.  Lieutenant  Bell  is  was 
almost  at  the  same  moment  mortally  wounded,  as  was  also  Lieu- 
tenant Stewart.     Captain  Bobbins  was  wounded  severely  in   the 
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shoulder,  Lieutenant  Shaw  severely  in  the  head,  Lieutenant  YVyn- 
koop  fearfully  in  the  foot.  Lieutenant  Bowne  was  the  only  officer 
of  the  first  battalion  on  the  field  who  was  untouched,  and  he  had 
several  narrow  escapes.  Major  Janeway  also  had  a  narrow  escape, 
a  ball  passing  so  close  to  his  forehead  as  to  redden  the  skin.  As 
Lieutenant  Brooks  was  manceuvering  the  fifth  squadron  under 
fire,  a  ball  fired  close  'at  hand  struck  him  near  his  belt  clasp, 
slightly  penetrating  the  skin  in  two  places,  and,  doubling  him 
up,  sent  him  rolling  headlong  for  thirty  feet  across  the  road.  As 
he  recovered  steadiness,  he  saw  his  whole  squadron  hurrying  to 
pick  him  up,  and,  in  the  excitement,  losing  all  sensation  of  pain, 
he  ordered  them  again  forward,  and  walked  after  them  half-way  to 
the  front.  There,  he  was  obliged  to  drop  upon  the  ground,  and 
was  carried  from  the  field.  Lieutenant  Craig  also,  of  the  same 
squadron,  was  badly  bruised  by  some  missile  that  struck  him  in 
the  breast,  but,  though  suffering  severely  from  the  blow,  did  not 
leave  the  field.  Still  the  men  bravely  held  their  own.  And  now, 
Custer  coming  up  with  his  Michigan  Brigade,  charged  down  the 
road — the  whole  body  of  the  First  Jersey  skirmishers  simultaneous- 
ly springing  from  their  cover  and  dashing  upon  the  enemy,  sweep- 
ing him  from  the  field  and  pursuing  him  until  the  whole  mass 
had  melted  into  disordered  rout. 

Meanwhile  the  fighting  on  the  left  of  the  road  had  been  of  the 
severest  character.  Malsbury  received  a  mortal  wound ;  Dye  was 
killed  instantly ;  Cox  was  hit  in  the  back,  but  remained  the  only 
officer  with  the  squadron  till,  towards  the  close  of  the  action,  he 
received  a  -wound  which  disabled  him.  The  total  loss  of  the  nine 
companies  of  the  First  JSTew  Jersey  engaged,  in  killed  and  wounded 
was  sixty-four,  eleven  being  officers.  The  total  loss  of  the  division 
was  two  hundred  and  five. 

The  effort  to  check  our  advance  had  been  vain.  By  the  time 
that  the  cavalry  engagement  was  ended,  Grant  had  joined  Sheridan 
on  the  field,  and  Meade  was  moving  upon  Old  Church  and  Shady 
Grove.     The  flank  movement  had  proved  an  entire  success. 

For  a  day  Gregg's  Division  was  at  rest  Then  it  was  moved  for- 
ward to  picket  Warren's  left  near  Shady  Grove,  being  afterward- 
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withdrawn  to  the  left  and  rear,  whence,  on  the  1st  of  June,  it 
moved  around  the  rebel  right,  marching  to  Bottom  Bridge,  and 
there  picketing  up  and  down  the  Chickahominy  at  every  ford  and 
crossing.  On  the  6th,  being  relieved  by  the  Third  Division,  the 
rest  of  the  cavalry  marched  to  the  rear,  pausing  at  Newcastle,  on  the 
Pamunkey,  whence,  on  the  morrow,  it  again  started  on  a  perilous 
adventure. 

XII— Another  "Eaid." 
On  the  7th  of  June,  the  First  and  Second  Cavalry  Divisions, 
leaving  Newcastle,  pushed  rapidly  towards  Trevillian's  Station,  nine 
miles  from  Gordonsville,  where,  on  the  evening  of  the  10th,  the 
enemy  was  attacked  with  great  violence  and  driven  out  with  seri- 
ous loss — General  Custer,  meanwhile,  with  his  command,  defeating 
the  rebels  at  Louisa  Court  House,  and  capturing  a  supply  and 
ammunition  train,  together  with  fifteen  hundred  horses.  The  rebel 
Hampton,  however,  soon  after  succeeded  in  recovering  this  prize, 
surrounding  Custer  on  all  sides,  but  the  gallant  Michigan  men  hero- 
ically fought  their  way  out,  a  fortunate  diversion  in  another  direc- 
tion— by  distracting  the  rebel  attention — materially  assisting  their 
escape.  The  First  ISTew  Jersey  had  not  been  engaged  in  the  action, 
but  were  sent  to  scout  and  picket  a  road  leading  off  to  cur  right 
around  the  enemy's  position.  Kester  having  advanced  his  main 
body  as  far  as  he  thought  advisable,  well  around  to  the  left  flank  of 
Hampton,  sent  forward  Major  Janeway  with  the  third  squadron  to 
examine  the  country  more  particularly  in  front.  That  officer,  dis* 
persing  the  rebel  pickets,  arranged  his  men  for  an  advance  in  pur- 
suit, and  still  pushing  on,  soon  came  upon  a  section  of  artillery 
supported  by  the  Fifth  Georgia  Cavalry  mounted,  and  the  Kinth 
South  Carolina  dismounted.  At  once  charging  upon  the  line,  the 
whole  mounted  force  of  the  rebels  broke  and  ran.  The  guns,  how^ 
ever,  were  still  served,  and  the  Carolinians  covering  themselves  by 
some  houses  and  fences,  opened  with  small  arms  upon  our  troopers. 
Had  there  been  no  obstructions,  or  had  there  been  another  battalion 
to  follow  up  the  charge,  the  guns  and  the  dismounted  men  could 
have  been  taken ;  but  as  it  was,  the  Major  saw  that  further  advance 
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would  be  useless,  and  withdrew  his  men  undisturbed  by  any  pur- 
suit. Lieutenant  Craig  was  wounded  in  the  ankle,  Sergeant  Cook, 
of  Company  K,  was  killed,  Michael  Gallagher,  of  the  same  company, 
was  too  severely  wounded  to  be  carried  off,  though  he  was  afterwards 
recovered.  With  these,  and  two  other  casualties,  this  force  of  a 
hundred  men  had  engaged  two  regiments  and  a  section  of  artiller}r, 
and  had  so  surprised  the  rebels  in  front,  that  Custer  got  through 
without  further  fighting,  and  the  whole  rebel  line  withdrew  from 
its  position. 

On  the  13th,  having  accomplished  its  object  in  the  destruction 
•of  the  railway  and  other  property,  the  cavalry  withdrew  from  the 
Station,  and  proceeded  to  White  House,  whence  it  guarded  the 
passage  of  a  wagon  train  to  and  across  the  James  Eiver,  the  First 
ISTew  Jersey  being  employed  in  picketing  the  rear,  and  afterwards 
in  covering  the  retiring  train  to  Charles  City  Court  House.  On  the 
27th  of  June,  the  most  of  the  wagons  having  been  transported 
across  the  river,  the  First  Brigade  of  Gregg  was  transferred  to  the 
neighborhood  of  FortPowhattan,  where  it  enjoyed  two  days  release 
from  duty,  after  three  weeks  of  incessant  and  harassing  service. 

XIII — Operations  around  Petersburg. 
On  the  evening  of  the  29th  of  June,  leaving  FortPowhattan,  the 
Cavalry  Division —the  First  ISTew  Jersey  being  again  in  the  advance 
—moved  rapidly  southward,  ordered  to  afford  relief  to  Wilson,  who 
had  been  severely  handled  at  Beam's  Station,  and  was  endeavoring 
to  re-join  our  army.  Peaching  Lee's  Mills  on  the  extreme  left  of 
our  lines  on  the  following  day,  the  command  bivouacked  for  the 
night,  when,  having  picked  up  a  number  of  Wilson's  men,  it  fell 
back,  moving  into  a  camp  on  the  road  between  City  Point  and 
the  station  of  the  dismounted  cavalry,  in  which  neighborhood  it 
remained,  except  when  on  picket,  until  the  26th  of  July.  On  the 
evening  of  that  day,  the  First  and  Second  Cavalry  Divisions,  with 
the  Second  Corps  of  infantry,  moved  secretly  and  rapidly  across  the 
river  at  Deep  Bottom — before  morning  surprising  the  command  ol 
the  rebel  General  Pickett,  and  capturing  four  twenty -pound  Parrott 
guns.     On  the   28th,  the  cavalry  and  a  portion  of  the  infantry. 
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moving  in  flank  and  rear,  advanced  towards  the  Charles  City  road 
above  Malvern  Hill.  Here,  as  Gregg  moved  around  the  enemy's 
left,  threatening  the  flank  and  rear,  his  flankers  were  briskly 
attacked  by  rebel  infantry  skirmishers,  who,  however,  were  soon 
driven  back.  But  the  enemy  speedily  returning  to  the  attack,  a 
sharp  fight  ensued,  in  which  the  First  New  Jersey  participated — 
the  assailants  again  being  repulsed  with  serious  less,  but  carrying 
with  them  one  of  our  guns.  During  the  evening  the  Second  Divi- 
sion fell  back  to  Strawberry  Plains,  whence,  after  various  maneu- 
vers, it  was  pushed  on  to  its  old  ground  at  Lee's  Mills,  where 
the  rebels  during  our  advance  had  established  a  picket-post. 
Having  destroyed  the  narrow  bridge  across  the  mill-dam,  their  posi- 
tion was  one  of  considerable  strength,  but  there  was  no  hesitation 
in  its  assault.  Moving  through  the  swampy  ground  below,  a  dis- 
mounted force  of  the  First  Massachusetts,  with  the  third  battalion 
of  the  First  Jersey,  pushed  around  the  rebel  right  flank,  while  the 
Tenth  Xew  York  skirmished  in  their  front.  Under  cover  of  the 
artillery,  the  Second  Pennsylvania  prepared  to  charge  across  the 
mill-dam,  while  the  First  Jersey  mounted  wras  held  ready  to  charge 
as  soon  as  plank  could  be  laid  upon  the  bridge.  At  length,  all 
being  ready,  simultaneously  the  Pennsylvanians  charged  in  front, 
and  the  Massachusetts  with  the  third  Jersey  battalion  in  the  flank 
of  the  enemy,  forcing  them  to  run  at  full  speed  into  the  wood, 
abandoning  their  blankets  and  provisions.  As  those  of  them  who 
had  reached  their  horses  started  off  at  rapid  pace,  the  First  Jersey 
came  thundering  over  the  bridge,  and  dashed  after  them  at  a  charge. 
The  movement  was  splendidly  executed,  but  the  rebels  did  not 
wait  for  its  importance.  As  the  regiment  went  over  and  through 
their  barricades,  the  horses  breasting  the  fence  rails  and  crashing 
among  the  trees,  the  enemy  was  seen  in  full  gallop  bej^ond  them. 
After  a  tremendous  race,  in  which  a  few  prisoners  were  captured, 
the  regiment  returned,  and  the  ground  was  held  by  an  improved 
line  of  pickets.11 

5H^  following  is  the  official  report  of  the  actions  of  the  First  New  Jersey  during 
the  campaign  which  terminated  with  this  engagement : 
"On  the  4th  of  May  last,  when  the  army  crossed  the  Rapidan  River  on  its  march 
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The  12th  of  August  found  the  First  Jersey  again  on  the  march 
for  the  north  side  of  the  James,  where,  being  joined  by  the  Second 
Corps,  it  advanced  over  the  ground  deserted  the  preceding  fort- 
night. Durinsr  the  advance,  there  was  considerable  skirmishing 
between  our  own  and  the  rebel  cavalry,  during  which  the  First 

through  the  Wilderness,  the  honor  of  leading  the  advance  across  at  Ely's  Ford  was 
conferred  on  this  regiment  by  General  Gregg,  which  resulted  in  an  unimportant  skir- 
mish and  a  dash  after  the  rebel  pickets,  who  fled  on  our  approach  towards  Chaneellors- 
ville.  Nothing  occurred  worthy  of  note  until  next  day;  at  noon,  we  were  ordered  to 
move  towards  Orange  Court  House.  When  we  arrived  at  a  village  called  Todd's 
Tavern,  we  met  the  Third  Cavalry  Division,  commanded  by  General  Wilson,  vapid- 
ly retreating  before  the  enemy's  cavalry  in  a  very  disordered  state.  General  Davics' 
Brigade  was  immediately  thrown  forward,  and  having  rapidly  moved  half  a  mile,  we 
met  the  advance  of  the  enemy's  cavalry  pressing  forward  on  the  rear  of  General  Wil- 
son; Captain  Hart,  with  the  first  squadron,  was  ordered  to  charge,  which  he  did  with 
such  impetuosity  that  the  enemy  in  turn  was  routed,  and  the  gallant  first  squadron 
pressed  him  back  on  his  main  body,  until  they  in  turn  were  met  by  the  charge  of  a 
rebel  regiment,  which  again  turned  the  tide  of  battle.  At  this  critical  juncture  I  has- 
tened to  his  support  with  three  squadrons  of  my  regiment,  (the  remaining  two  having 
been  sent  on  the  flanks ;)  hastily  forming  these  squadrons  in  line  of  battle,  the  whole 
line  moved  forward  and  gave  the  enemy  such  a  sharp  volley,  followed  by  rapid  firing  at 
will,  that  he  desisted  from  his  charge,  and  endeavored  to  keep  back  the  advancing  liae 
of  my  regiment,  but  without  success — forward  we  moved,  as  steady  as  on  a  parade,  the 
rebels  endeavoring  to  check  us  by  showers  of  canister,  but  with  no  avail,  when  they 
hastily  limbered  their  guns  and  fell  back  just  in  time  to  prevent  their  capture.  In  this 
manner  we  drove  the  enemy  two  miles,  through  the  thick  forest  of  the  Wildcrncs?, 
and  halted  only  when  we  received  positive  orders  from  General  Davies,  we  then  being 
far  on  the  flank  of  the  enemy's  infantry.  We  held  the  position  until  dark,  when  wc 
were  relieved  by  another  regiment,  who  picketted  the  ground  we  had  won.  In  this 
little  affair  the  regiment  lost  six  men  killed,  two  officers  and  forty-one  men  wounded, 
The  next  day  my  regiment  was  not  engaged.  On  the  7th,  the  cavalry  corps  was  hotly 
engaged,  a  part  of  the  regiment  being  engaged  on  the  left,  but  nothing  of  note  tran- 
spired. On  the  9th  of  May,  when  the  cavalry  turned  the  right  of  the  rebel  army  on  the 
"Sheridan  Raid,"  my  regiment  had  the  rear  of  the  column,  and  was  engaged  with  the 
rebel  cavalry  during  the  latter  part  of  the  day.  Captain  Bobbins  had  been  sent  with  Ida 
squadron  on  a  road  running  at  right  angles  with  our  line  of  march  to  protect  the  flanks 
as  the  column  passed,  and  the  enemy  charged  a  brigade  of  their  troops  on  the  rear- 
guard,  driving  it  up  on  the  rear,  of  the  column  completely  by  the  road  on  which  thi- 
squadron  was  placed,  and  effectually  cutting  it  off  from  the  main  body.  As  soon  i> 
Captain  Bobbins  became  aware  of  his  situation  he  moved  across  the  country  towards 
the  road  on  which  the  main  column  was  fighting,  and  was  just  in  time  to  charge  h> 
whole  squadron  through  the  ranks  of  the  rebels  as  they  were  endeavoring  to  rally  after 
the  repulse  received  from  the  charge  they  made  on  our  rear-guard.  This  spirited 
charge  made  them  more  cautious,  and  night  coming  on  they  hovered  on  our  rear.  M) 
regiment  being  in  the  extreme  rear,  remained  on  picket  until  day-break  next  morning, 
when  the  rebels  again  assaulted  our  line,  but  were  held  in  check  until  we  were  rcliev*  I 
and  across  the  North  Anna  River.  We  then  took  our  place  in  the  advance  of  thf 
column  and  continued  our  line  of  march.  Next  day  we  were  scut  to  Ashland,  ni) 
regiment  being  engaged  in  tearing  up  the  railroad  did  not  come  in  contact  with  th*1 
enemy.  Nothing  occurred  during  the  remainder  of  the  raid  worthy  of  note,  my  r<  -• 
ment  fully  participating  in  the  fatigue  and  hardships  of  that  celebrated  niovenu.nl 
On  the  25th  of  May,  we  again  re-joined  the  army,  and  on  the  :28th,  the  enemy  Gereob 
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Jersey  bad  one  or  two  men  killed,  and  several  wounded — Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Janeway  lost  a  finger  while  using  a  pocket-handkerchief. 
The  desired  position,  however,  was  taken  and  held,  several  lines  of 
rebel  earthworks  being  rendered  useless.  On  the  following  morn- 
ing, the  Second  Cavalry  Brigade  attacked  and  routed  the  rebel  cav* 

attacked  our  pickets  at  Hawes'  Shop,  on  the  Richmond  road,  and  my  regiment  was 
ordered  to  their  support.  One  company  having  been  sent  on  each  flank,  mounted, 
Captain  Robbins,  -with  Companies  A,  B,  G  and  I,  dismounted,  moved  forward  and  occu- 
pied a  position  on  the  right  of  the  road,  and  opened  a  rapid  tire  from  their  carbines 
on  the  line  of  the  enemy  "which  was  forming  for  an  attack.  The  remainder  of  the 
tvgitnent  was  moved  to  the  left  of  the  road,  and  having  been  dismounted,  was  ordered 
to  the  support  of  the  First  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  which  was  hotly  engaged  on  the  left 
of  the  road.  Captain  Robbins  being  hard  pressed,  I  ordered  Major  Janeway  to  take 
Captain  Brooks'  squadron  (Companies  II  and  N)  to  his  support,  and  to  assume  com- 
mand of  that  part  of  the  line.  The  enemy  directed  his  fire  at  this  part  of  the  line, 
and  the  severest  cavalry  fighting  of  the  war  raged  for  two  hours  in  my  front.  The 
enemy  was  a  new  brigade  from  South  Carolina,  armed  with  Enfield  rifles,  and  was  very 
formidable.  At  this  juncture,  General  Custer  charged  down  the  road  with  three  regi- 
ments, and  my  men  charged  the  whole  line  in  their  front,  drove  the  enemy  from  his 
line,  and  pursued  him  so  rapidly  for  a  mile  and  a  half  that  he  left  his  dead  and 
severely  wounded  on  the  field.  The  regiment  in  this  engagement  lost  two  olficers 
killed  and  nine  wounded,  nine  men  killed  and  forty-four  wounded.  The  enemy  left 
one  hundred  and  eighty  dead  on  our  front  line.  During  the  movement  across  the 
i'amunkey  River,  our  duties  were  confined  to  picketing  and  an  occasional  skirmish, 
until  the  7th  of  June,  when  the  cavalry  corps  went  to  Trevillian's  Station,  nine  miles 
from  Gordonsvillc.  At  this  place,  while  picketing  the  country  on  the  right  of  the 
command,  Major  Janeway.  with  the  third  battalion,  made  a  very  dashing  charge  on  the 
enemy's  rear,  which  was  managed  so  cleverly  that  it  excited  the  admiration  of  all  who 
saw  it.  On  the  loth  of  June,  the  cavalry  left  Trevillian's  Station  to  return  to  the 
army,  which  was  then  crossing  the  James  River.  My  regiment  was  assigned  the  im- 
portant duty  of  rear-guard,  and  we  skirmished  with  the  enemy  until  that  night,  with 
m>  serious  loss.  On  arriving  at  White  House,  we  found  the  enemy  endeavoring  to 
capture  a  train  of  a  thousand  wagons,  which  had  been  left  at  that  point,  but  after  an 
unimportant  skirmish  the  enemy  allowed  us  to  conduct  it  safely  to  the  James  River, 
the  enemy  being  particularly  engaged  at  St.  Mary's  Church.  With  a  trilling  loss  we 
crossed  the  James  River  on  the  29th  of  June,  having  suffered  greatly  from  fatigue  and 
scarcity  of  provisions.  Nothing  occurred  to  vary  the  usual  round  of  duties  until  the 
recent  movement  at  Deep  Bottom,  on  the  north  side  of  the  James  River,  in  which 
I  ho  regiment  participated,  and  making  a  forced  march  arrived  at  Lee's  Mills  on  the 
extreme  left  of  the  army  next  day.  Captain  Brooks  conducted  a  ilank  movement, 
which  dislodged  the  rebels  from  their  position,  and  Captain  Hick,  with  six  companies j 
made  a  dashing  mounted  charge,  driving  the  rebels  three  miles,  who  fled  precipitately. 
having  their  personal  eil'ects  strewn  along  the  road.  1  cannot  speak  too  highly  of  the 
conduct  of  the  officers  and  men  of  my  regiment,  and  I  am  happy  to  state  that  the 
recruits  received  last  winter  have  imbibed  the  spirit  of  the  veterans,  and  this  regiment 
«H1  ever  be  an  organization  which  will  uphold  the  pride  and  honor  of  the  State  of  New 
Jersey. 

"  The  following  is  a  list  of  the  casualties  among  commissioned  officers  of  the  First 
New  Jersey  Cavalry  since  May  -1,  186-1:  Killed  2;  wounded  13. 

"  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

"  Your  obedient  servant, 

"Jonx W.  Kesteh,  Colonel  Commanding.*' 
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airy  under  General  Chambliss,  striking  them  near  the  junction  of 
the  Quaker  Road  and  that  to  Charles  City  Court  House,  and  pur- 
suing the  broken  column  through  White  Oak  Swamp  to  within 
a  few  miles  of  Richmond,  picking  up  many  prisoners;  and  then 
returning  and  taking  position  near  the  Swamp.  During  the  next 
few  days,  the  First  Jersey  was  not  engaged,  but  on  the  18th,  it 
acted  as  a  support  to  some  of  our  guns  which  were  attacked  with 
great  violence  by  the  enemy,  enabling  the  cannoneers  not  only  to 
repel  the  assault  but  to  drive  the  rebels  from  the  whole  field.  On 
the  19th,  Warren  having  seized  the  Weldon  Railroad,  the  cavalry 
re-crossed  the  river  and  hurried  to  his  assistance,  reaching  his  posi- 
tion on  the  20th.  Here  on  the  21st,  while  Gregg's  First  Brigade 
protected  the  engineers  in  their  work,  his  Second  aided  in  repelling 
an  attack  on  the  extreme  left  of  Warren's  line,  and  thus  perma- 
nently securing  the  line  of  the  railroad.  But  the  First  Jersey  did 
not  escape  without  loss — Phillips,  of  Company  F,  and  one  or  two 
other  gallant  troopers,  whose  term  of  service  had  just  expired,  but 
who  insisted, upon  taking  part  in  the  fight,  falling  either  dead  or 
severely  wounded  in  the  front  of  the  line  on  that  last  day  of  mili- 
tary duty.  During  the  engagement  of  the  23d,  near  Ream's  Sta- 
tion, the  regiment  was  on  picket,  but  on  the  24th,  when  the  Second 
Corps  was  driven  from  the  works  it  had  erected  in  front  of  War- 
ren's position,  the  cavalry  again  became  engaged,  covering  the 
withdrawal  of  the  infantry. 

With  this  engagement  the  First  Cavalry  terminated  the  period 
of  its  original  enlistment.  On  the  1st  of  September,  the  men 
whose  term  of  service  had  expired,  embarked  at  City  Point  for 
home,  reaching  Trenton  a  week  later,  but  leaving  the  regiment  as 
an  organization  still  in  the  field,  its  honors  being  duly  inherited  by 
the  hundreds  of  re-enlisted  men  and  supported  by  its  numerous 
recruits.  During  the  three  years  now  expired  it  had  lost  six  offi- 
cers and  twenty-nine  enlisted  men  killed,  and  eighteen  officers  and 
seventy -six  enlisted  men  wounded. 

On  the  29th  of  September,  the  First  Jersey  was  once  more  put 
in  motion.  Breaking  camp  at  Prince  George  Court  House,  it 
marched   to  the  Jerusalem  plank  road,  and   at   daylight   on   the 
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morrow  moved  to  the  extreme  left  of  the  army,  (Warren's  Corps,) 
where  it  united,  meeting  the  picket-line.  Soon  after  the  regiment 
was  ordered  to  advance  to  the  junction  of  the  Beam's  Station  and 
Dinwiddie  Court  House  roads,  and  to  hold  this  position  while  a 
battalion  was  sent  at  a  charge  into  Eeam's  Station  to  drive  in  the 
rebel  pickets.  This  being  done,  Major  Beaumont,  commanding, 
was  directed  to  hold  the  two  roads,  and  bring  on  a  fight  if  possible, 
General  Gregg  thinking  the  position  a  good  one  for  an  engagement. 
Beaumont,  accordingly,  advanced  to  the  junction,  and  sent  Captain 
Hart  with  two  squadrons  to  charge  through  the  Station.  With  a 
shout,  the  men  dashed  to  the  assault,  driving  the  enemy,  almost 
twice  their  number,  from  the  works  about  the  Station  and  three 
miles  beyond,  capturing  a  number  of  prisoners  and  several  horses. 
Having  accomplished  this  handsome  feat,  Hart,  under  orders,  re- 
tired, and  Hobensack  at  once  established  a  picket-line  with  the 
second  battalion  on  the  Station  road.  While  this  was  going  on, 
Beaumont  had  thrown  a  picket-line  across  the  junction,  and  sent 
Captain  Hick  with  two  squadrons  up  the  road  to  Dinwiddie  Court 
House,. where,  finding  the  rebels  in  about  equal  force,  that  gallant 
officer  charged  them  vigorously,  driving  them  from  their  position 
and  capturing  several  prisoners.  Keturning,  he  established  a  strong 
picket-line  on  this  road,  and  though  repeatedly  attacked,  bravely 
held  his  position,  as  did  also  Captain  Hobensack,  who  was  simi- 
larly attacked.  The  enemy  not  advancing  in  formidable  force  the 
regiment  remained  on  picket  until  the  morning  of  the  30th,  when, 
being  relieved,  it  re-joined  the  brigade,  but  did  not  for  some  time 
become  engaged,  although  under  fire  during  a  part  of  the  day. 
At  dark,  however,  it  was  again  put  in  motion,  being  ordered  by 
General  Davies,  commanding  the  brigade,  to  advance  along  the 
left  of  the  Fifth  Corps  to  the  Armstrong  House,  and  thence  a  mile 
to  the  right,  and  communicate  with  Parke's  (Ninth)  Corps  at  the 
Pegram  Plouse.  The  night  being  intensely  dark  and  the  road  a 
strange  one,  with  the  enemy  known  to  be  on  the  left  flank  and  in 
front,  the  advance  was  made  with  great  caution,  the  men  occasion- 
ally lighting  a  candle  to  discover  their  bearings,  until  at  length 
the  Armstrong  House  was  reached.     As  the  command  rode  slowly 
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up  a  bill  in  front  of  the  house,  in  utter  silence,  those  in  advance 
suddenly  detected  a  clattering  of  sabers,  mingled  with  words  of 
command.  "Who  goes  there?"  rang  out  sharply  on  the  air. 
"  Butler's  South  Carolina  Brigade,"  was  the  startling  reply.  "  Who 
are  you?"  "First  New  Jersey  Cavalry,  charge!"  was  the  only 
reply,  as,  with  a  yell,  the  regiment  dashed  through  the  thick  dark- 
ness upon  the  invisible  foe.  One  sharp  volley  was  given,  and  then 
the  rapid  and  continuous  clatter  of  hoofs  on  the  gravel  road  in 
front,  gave  notice  that,  even  in  that  blind  charge,  the  First  Jersey 
had  won  the  field.  One  prisoner  only  was  taken — Captain  Butler, 
brother  of  General  Butler,  of  the  rebel  army.  The  regiment  was 
now  collected  and  a  line  formed,  and  the  enemy  being  found  to  be 
on  each  flank,  as  well  as  in  front,  General  Davies  ordered  a  return 
as  far  as  Davis'  House  on  the  Yaughn  road  to  Petersburg,  where 
General  Gregg  had  his  headquarters,  and  here  the  command  lay  in 
bivouac  for  the  remainder  of  the  night. 

At  daylight  on  the  1st  of  October,  in  a  drizzling  rain,  the  bri- 
gade started  for  the  Hawks'  House,  just  in  front  of  the  left  of  the 
Ninth  Corps.  Before  that  point,  however,  was  reached,  it  was 
learned  that  Hampton's  (rebel)  Cavalry  had  occupied  the  Davis' 
House,  and  the  command  was  ordered  to  return,  which  it  did, 
reaching  and  occupying  the  farm  about  the  house,  from  which  the 
rebels  had  retired,  shortly  after  noon.  Disposition  was  then  imme- 
diately made  to  meet  any  emergency,  the  Sixth  Ohio  being  thrown* 
out  dismounted,  with  the  First  Massachusetts  on  the  right  also  dis- 
mounted— the  First  New  Jersey  being  held  in  reserve.  The  wis- 
dom of  thus  holding  the  best  troops  in  hand  for  the  critical  exigency 
was  soon  apparent.  The  Ohio  and  Massachusetts  regiments  were 
suddenly  attacked  with  great  fury  by  Danovin  and  Mahonc's 
Brigades,  dismounted,  and  rapidly  driven  in.  Notwithstanding  a 
stubborn  resistance  on  the  part  of  the  Massachusetts  men,  the  line 
soon  broke  and  ran,  rallying  only  in  rear  of  the  First  Jersey.  And 
now  an  ominous  silence  for  a  moment  ensued.  Then  suddenly  the 
dense  woods  in  front  of  our  position  became  alive  with  rebels, 
who  rushed  forth  on  a  double-quick,  shouting  and  firing  as  they 
advanced.     Still  the  Jersey  boys  stood  cool  and  calm,  though  ex- 
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posed  to  a  fire  from  the  whole  rebel  line,  as  well  as  a  yet  more 
terrible  fire  from  six  guns  which  had  now  been  brought  up  to 
within <*three  hundred  yards  of  our  position.  The  spiteful  buzz  of 
bullets,  the  shriek  of  solid  shot  and  shell,  and  the  fierce,  rushing 
whine  of  canister,  all  combined  to  affright  the  waiting  line ;  but 
with  the  colors  planted  in  the  center,  the  brave  men  stood  unshaken, 
and  without  firing  a  shot,  until,  with  the  enemy  only  twenty-four 
paces  in  front,  Beaumont  gave  the  order  to  open.  Then,  what  a 
sheet  of  flame  burst  all  along  the  line !  Veterans  of  some  of  the 
bloodiest  fights  of  the  war  unite  in  declaring  that  the  rapidity  and 
vigor  of  the  fire  which  then  flashed  to  and  fro  had  never  been  sur- 
passed; but  however  this  may  be,  it  is  certain  that  it  had  its  effect. 
Thrice  the  enemy  returned  to  the  assault,  and  as  often  was  bloodily 
repulsed  by  the  Jersey  men,  assisted  by  the  First  Massachusetts, 
which  had  rallied  on  their  right  during  the  combat.  At  length, 
ceasing  firing  altogether,  the  rebels  left  the  front,  apparently  beaten, 
whereupon  a  charge  was  immediately  ordered,  and  the  men  dashed 
eagerly  forward.  In  the  rush,  Sergeant  Johnson,  of  Company  Gr, 
was  the  first  man  to  cross  the  enemy's  works ;  the  color-guard 
closely  followed,  and  the  regiment  with  a  wild  shout  dashed  into 
the  woods  and  charged  full  two  hundred  yards  in  advance  of  our 
most  advanced  position,  being  then  re-called  to  repel  an' attack  on 
the  left  flank,  where  Young's  Brigade  of  Georgia  Cavalry  were 
'offering  menace.  While  these  events  were  occurring,  our  left  flank 
was  picketted  by  Lieutenant  Hughes  with  Company  C,  which,  dur- 
ing the  last  assault  of  the  enemy  in  front,  had  become  hotly  en- 
gaged. Hughes,  however,  soon  found  that  he  was  surrounded,  but 
not  by  any  means  dismayed,  he  at  once  ordered  a  charge  and  suc- 
ceeded in  cutting  his  way  out  and  re-joining  his  regiment  in  time 
to  give  notice  of  the  flank  attack.  While  surrounded,  Sergeant 
Watts,  of  Company  C,  seeing  a  group  of  men  dressed  apparently 
like  our  own,  rode  up  to  one  who  proved  to  be  General  Young,  and 
with  some  excitement,  asked,  uHow  in  thunder  are  we  going  to 
get  out  of  here?"'  The  General,  who  had  mistaken  the  charge  of 
Hughes  for  the  advance  of  a  mounted  brigade,  and  had  delayed  his 
own  attack  upon  our  flank  long  enough  to  enable  Beaumont  to 
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regain  his  works — seemed  to  be  quite  as  much  puzzled  as  Watts  ; 
at  any  rate,  he  altogether  failed  to  improve  his  opportunity  to  cap- 
ture the  surrounded  troopers.  Indeed,  private  Miles  Dowiey,  in 
the  movement  through  the  rebel  lines,  seized  upon  Captain  Jones, 
one  of  the  aids  of  General  Young,  and  brought  him  in  a  prisoner 
without  receiving  a  scratch.  This  achievement  of  Company  C 
closed  the  conflict,  and  remaining  on  the  field  during  the  night  and 
following  day,  the  regiment  on  the  3d  returned  to  its  camp  on  the 
Jerusalem  plank  road.12  Its  losses  amounted  to  four  killed,  seven 
wounded  and  one  missing. 

XIV — Cutting  the  Enemy's  Communications. 

Early  in  December,  the  cavalry  was  again  called  to  perform 
important  service.13  The  enemy  being  known  to  be  in  receipt  of 
large  supplies  by  way  of  the  Weldcn  Eailroad  to  Stony  Creek, 
whence  they  were  wagoned  to  Petersburg,  the  Fifth  Corps,  with 
the  Third  Division  of  the  Second  Corps  and  Gregg's  Cavalry,  were 
detailed  to  operate  upon  and  destroy  the  railroad  as  far  as  Hicks- 
ford.     Accordingly,  at  daylight  on  the  morning  of  December  7th, 

13  Major  Beaumont  in  his  official  report  of  this  affair,  says : 

"  Great  credit  is  due  to  Lieutenant  Hughes  and  Company  C,  as  their  gallant  on- 
slaught upon  General  Young's  rear  doubtless  saved  us  the  day.  We  ascertained  after 
the  fight,  from  the  enemy's  pickets,  that  General  Young,  when  Company  C  charged, 
sent  word  to  General  Hampton  that  he  had  been  surrounded  and  would  probably  be 
captured.  To  Captains  Hart,  Hobensack  and  Hick,  commanding  battalions,  1  cannot 
give  too  much  praise.  I  owe  the  coolness  and  firmness  of  my  men  to  their  gallant 
example. 

"Sergeant  Clancy,  Company  C,  killed  General  Danovin  within  ten  yards  of  our  lines, 
as  he  led  his  brigade  in  the  first  assault,  and  no  doubt  his  death  assisted  in  a  great 
measure  to  demoralize  the  enemy. 

"  I  cannot  refrain  from  mentioning  Captain  Walter  R.  Kobbins  and  Lieutenant 
Brown.  Though  they  were  detached  from  the  regiment  at  the  time  upon  General 
Doxies'  staff,  they  cheered  our  men  by  their  presence  in  the  thickest  of  the  fight,  and 
Lieutenant  Brown  at  a  critical  moment  seized  the  colors,  and  himself  bore  them  through 
a  storm  of  bullets.  In  our  repulse  of  the  attack  of  General  Youmr,  Lieutenant  Shaw 
and  Sergeant-Major  Dalzel  rendered  me  efficient  service  in  transmitting  my  orders  and 
seeing  them  carried  out. 

"  In  this  fight  the  regiment  fully  sustained  their  previous  reputation  for  gallantry, 
and  added  new  lustre  to  the  reputation  of  New  Jersey  troops." 

13  The  following  report  to  Governor  Parker  details  the  performance  of  the  regimcut 
in  the  expedition  to  Stony  Creek,  which  preceded  the  movement  now  to  be  described  : 

"I  have  the  honor  to  report,  that  on  the  morning  of  the  1st  instant,  the  First  New 
Jersey  Cavalry  moved  with  the  rest  of  the  division  towards  Stony  Creek  Station,  on 
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the  column  started  south  on  the  Jerusalem  plank  road,  the  cav- 
alry in  advance,  and  crossing  the  Nottoway  Kiver  bivouacked  for 
the  night — the  cavalry  division  encamping  near  Sussex  Court 
House.  At  four  o'clock  on  the  following  morning,  the  column 
moved  towards  Jarrett's  Station,  on  the  Weldon  Kailroad,  some 
twenty-eight  miles  from  Petersburg — the  First  New  Jersey  having 
the  advance.  Some  two  miles  beyond  Sussex  Court  House,  the 
extreme  advance,  composed  of  the  first  and  third  squadrons,  com- 
manded by  Captain  Hughes,  of  Company  C,  met  with  some  resist- 
ance, but  without  loss  drove  the  enemy  until  ordered  to  halt  for 
the  night  at  Jarrett's.  During  the  night,  the  railroad  at  that  point 
was  torn  up  by  the  infantry  of  Warren's  command.  On  the  9th, 
the  march  was  resumed  at  daylight,  the  First  Cavalry  Brigade 
having  the  advance,  but  not  becoming  engaged  until  it  had  crossed 
a  small  stream  called  Three  Creeks,  where  the  First  Jersey  was 
again  assigned  to  the  post  of  honor.  The  command  had  now 
reached  a  point  near  Hicksford,  where  the  enemy  was  posted  in  some 
force,  having  a  battery  in  position  with  strong  works  on  both  sides 
of  the  Meherrin  Kiver.  The  First  Eegiment  having  come  into 
position,  Captain  Brooks,  with  the  fifth  squadron,  (Companies  K 
and  H,)  was  directed  to  charge  a  force  of  the  enemy  who  obstructed 
our  advance,  which  he  did  with  great  gallantry.  Although  obliged 
to  move  on  a  narrow  road,  through  a  thick  wood,  he  charged  resist- 
lessly  for  a  distance  of  a  mile,  when,  suddenly  coming  upon  an 
abattis,  which  was  perfectly  impassable  for  horses,  he  halted,  and, 
under  a  heavy  fire  from  the  enemy's  rifle  pits,  held  his  position 

the  Weldon  Railroad,  which  place  the  head  of  the  column  reached  at  about  twelve 
o'clock,  m.,  where  a  large  quantity  of  stores  were  destroyed;  two  guns,  and  one 
hundred  and  eighty-five  prisoners,  and  six  wagons,  were  captured. 

41  The  Second  Brigade  being  in  the  advance,  this  regiment  was  not  engaged  until  the 
division  commenced  to  retire,  when  we  had  the  honor  of  covering  the  rear.  The  regi- 
ment was  heavily  pressed  by  the  enemy,  but  the  men  and  officers  behaved  with  their 
accustomed  gallautry  and  coolness.  They  were  successfully  repulsed  in  every  attack. 
Our  loss  was  small.  Lieutenant  Dalzel,  commanding  the  extreme  rear-guard,  was 
wounded  in  the  thigh,  but  was  not  obliged  to  relinquish  his  command.  First  Sergeant 
John  Williams,  of  Company  A,  and  Private  W.  Townley,  of  Company  E,  also  received 
llesh  wounds. 

"  I  neglected  to  state  that  at  Duvall's  Station  the  regiment  was  ordered  to  destroy 
a  large  quantity  of  railroad  iron,  and  to  burn  a  number  of  rebel  workshops,  which  was 
accordinglv  done. 

"Hcgii  II.  Ja.kew.vv,  Colonel  Commanding.'' 

60 
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until  the  rest  of  the  regiment  came  up.  Colonel  Janeway,  obtain- 
ing permission  to  dismount  his  command,  at  once  formed  a  heavy 
skirmish  line  on  the  edge  of  the  woods,  and  then,  with  a  cheer, 
in  the  face  of  a  severe  fire,  dashed  upon  the  rifle  pits  in  front, 
speedily  driving  out  the  enemy  in  disorder  and  occupying  the 
position.14  That  position,  however,  was  one  of  great  hazard,  the 
men  being  exposed  to  the  fire  of  guns  served  with  murderous 
accuracy.  But  the  brave  troopers  did  not  flinch,  firmly  holding 
the  pits  for  three  hours,  suffering  terribly  from  cold,  and  exposed 
to  a  heavy  rain,  which  froze  as  it  fell. 

Meanwhile,  the  work  of  destroying  the  railroad  and  other 
property  made  rapid  progress,  and  the  object  of  the  expedition 
having  been  accomplished,  on  the  10th  the  command  retired,  reach- 
ing the  position  from  which  it  started  on  the  following  day.  Few 
"  raids  "  of  the  war  inflicted  greater  damage  on  the  enemy  than 
this.  The  casualties  in  the  First  New  Jersey  during  the  move- 
ment were  comparatively  small,  amounting  only  to  four  killed, 
eleven  wounded  and  four  missing.  Major  Eobbins,  who  acted 
on  the  staff  of  the  brigade  commander,  and  was  continually  with 
the  advance,  received  a  bullet  in  his  hat,  and  Captain  Craig,  who 
participated  in  the  charge  of  Captain  Brooks,  had  his  horse  shot 
under  him.  Only  one  officer  was  injured,  namelv,  Lieutenant 
Eeed,  who  received  a  severe  shell  wound  on  the  shoulder,  from  the 
effects  of  which  he  died  before  the  regiment  reached  its  camp. 
Lieutenant  Reed  was  one  of  the  most  promising  officers  in  the 
regiment,  and  his  loss  was  universally  regretted. 

u  Colonel  Janeway's  report  says  of  this  charge  and  its  result : 

"At  the  command  "charge,"  every  officer  and  man  sprang  forward  with  a  wild 
cheer,  each  seeming  to  vie  with  the  other  in  the  effort  to  be  the  first  to  reach  the  rifle 
pits,  from  which  the  enemy  was  pouring  a  destructive  fire.  Almost  in  less  time  than 
it  takes  to  write  it,  the  rifle  pits  were  ours,  the  rebels  retreatirjg  in  rapid  disorder 
across  the  railroad  bridge.  The  charge  was  made  under  the  heaviest  fire  of  artillery  to 
which  it  has  ever  been  my  fortune  to  be  exposed,  and  that  from  strong  forts  not  live 
hundred  yards  distant  from  the  line  we  took.  As  our  superior  thought  it  best  not 
to  advance  further,  the  regiment  was  obliged  to  remain  in  the  rifle  pits  for  three  hours 
of  daylight  still  left  us,  exposed  to  the  lire  of  guns  served  with  the  most  murderous 
accuracy.  Made  to  move  about  to  keep  the  blood  in  circulation,  although  entirely 
unprotected  from  a  heavy  rain,  which  froze  as  it  fell.  During  the  whole  period  of  my 
service  with  the  regiment,  I  have  never  seen  officers  or  men  display  greater  gallantry 
or  more  soldierly  endurance  of  hardships." 
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XV—  The  Final  Campaign. 

At  last,  the  hour  struck  when  the  First  New  Jersey  was  to  move 
out  for  the  last  time  against  the  columns  of  the  enemy.  As  it  had 
shared  in  the  perils  and  trials  of  three  years  of  deadly  combat,  so 
now  it  was  to  share  in  the  glory  of  striking  the  final  and  decisive 
blow,  from  which  the  long-defiant  rebellion  could  never  recover. 
The  story  of  that  campaign,  and  of  the  services  this  regiment  per- 
formed, is  thus  told  in  the  report  of  the  Major  commanding: 

"On  the  morning  of  March  :29th,  the  regiment  broke  camp  near  Petersburg,  and  in 
connection  with  the  brigade,  moved  out  on  the  Ream's  Station  and  Dinwiddie  Court 
House  road,  crossing  Rowanty  Creek  at  Malon's  bridge.  The  cavalry  arrived  at  and 
occupied  Dinwiddie  Court  House  that  night.  Colonel  Janeway  was  ordered  to  move 
out  on  the  Flatfoot  road  and  hold  it  for  the  night,  which  he  did.  On  the  30th,  the 
brigade  moved  up  on  the  Five  Forks  road  to  the  support  of  General  Merritt,  but  did 
not  become  engaged.  On  the  morning  of  the  31st,  Captain  Craig,  Company  A,  com- 
manding first  squadron,  who  was  picketing  on  the  Mill  road  leading  to  Chamberlain's 
Creek,  took  a  portion  of  his  reserve  and  cleverly  passed  through  the  rebel  cavalry 
vidette  line,  surprised  and  captured  an  infantry  picket-reserve  of  the  enemy,  and 
brought  them  into  our  lines  without  any  loss  to  his  command.  For  this  bold  and 
skillful  act  Captain  Craig  is  deserving  of  great  praise.  From  these  prisoners  it  was 
learned  that  the  divisions  of  the  rebel  Generals  Pickett  and  Bushrod  Johnson  were 
in  our  front.  After  receiving  this  information  Colonel  Janeway  directed  Major  Hart 
to  strengthen  and  extend  the  picket-line.  Colonel  Janeway  then  ordered  me  to  move 
out  with  my  battalion  and  make  a  rcconnoissancc  on  the  left,  and  ascertain  if  the  enemy 
was  moving  around  in  that  direction.  In  doing  this  I  found  the  old  Scott  road  leading 
across  Chamberlain's  Creek  to  be  entirely  open,  thus  giving  the  enemy  a  splendid  oppor- 
tunity to  move  his  troops  between  the  brigades  of  General  Davics  and  Smith.  Feeling 
the  importance  of  this  road,  I  left  Captain  Hick  with  Companies  K,  M  and  L  to  cover 
it,  while  I  pushed  further  to  the  left  with  Company  II,  Lieutenant  Killy  commanding  ; 
communicated  with  General  Smith  and  ascertained  from  him  that  the  enemy  were 
quiet  in  his  front.  I  then  returned  to  the  old  Seott  road,  and  moved  my  battalion 
down  to  the  ford  on  Chamberlain's  Creek,  dismounted,  sent  my  horses  to  the  rear, 
caused  a  breastwork  of  rails  to  be  made,  and  communicated  the  importance  of  the  road 
and  what  I  was  doing  to  Colonel  Janeway.  The  Colonel  came  down  and  approved  of 
the  course  I  had  taken,  and  ordered  me  to  remain  and  hold  the  ford.  About  this  time 
the  enemy  made  a  spirited  attack  on  the  lines  of  Generals  Gregg  and  Smith  and  vainly 
endeavored  to  drive  them  from  their  position.  Meanwhile  they  pushed  two  brigades 
of  infantry  down  to  the  ford  and  engaged  my  command,  which  was  holding  it.  The 
firing  soon  became  sharp  and  vigorous.  We  had  great  advantage  in  position,  being 
behind  works  and  on  much  lower  ground  than  the  enemy,  who  was  without  any  cover- 
ing and  at  easy  range.  Many  of  the  enemy  fell  before  our  withering  tire.  Among  the 
number  was  General  Ransom.  Seeing  that  we  were  not  to  be  forced  from  our  position 
in  this  manner,  they  passed  one  brigade  to  our  rigttt(wMch  met  Major  Hart's  battalion) 
and  one  to  our  left  enveloped  our  Hanks,  and  charged  a  third  brigade  in  our  front.  The 
battalions,  I  am  proud  to  say,  remained  at  their  post  and  kept  up  the  tiring  until  the 
enemy  was  within  fifteen  yards  of  them ;  hopes  of  longer  holding  the  ford  could  not 
be  entertained.  The  order  was  then  given  to  fall  back,  which  was  done  first  in  a  broken 
and  confused  line,  but  was  quickly  formed  and  placed  in  position  to  cover  the  left 
flank  ot  the  Tenth  New  York  Cavalry,  which  had  been  ordered  to  our  support*  some 
time  before.  This  regiment,  after  delivering  two  or  three  volleys  went-  rapidly  to  the 
rear,  leaving  my  battalion  to  cover  their  shameful  retreat.     The  enemy  was  in  strong 
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force  and  moved  rapidly  against  us,  and  my  men  could  do  nothing  but  keep  up  a  run- 
ning tight  until  we  passed  through  Colonel  Janeway' s  line,  who,  with  the  first  and 
second  battalions  and  a  Michigan  regiment,  -was  gallantly  holding  the  enemy  in  check. 
Major  Hart,  with  the  first  battalion,  had  been  sent  out  to  my  support,  but  meeting  the 
brigade  of  the  enemy  which  had  moved  on  my  right,  was  unable  to  get  to  me.     Major 
Hart  fought  his  command  as  he  always  did,  with  signal  courage,  great  skill  and  telling 
effect  upon  the  enemy.    It  was  his  last  fight.     He  was  shot  dead  in  his  saddle.    The 
bullet  entered  his  right  check  and  passed  through  the  spinal  column.     Colonel  Jane- 
way,  with  his  own  and  a  Michigan  regiment,  with  detachments  from  other  regiments, 
retired  before  the  overwhelming  force  of  the  enemy  to  the  road  leading  from  Dinwid- 
die  Court  House  to  Five  Forks,  where  he  connected  his  left  with  the  remainder  of  the 
brigade.     The  casualties  of  this  day  were  as  follows:    Major  James  H.  Hart,  killed; 
First  Lieutenant  and  Acting  Commissary-Sergeant,  C.  W.  Camp,  captured;  three  en- 
listed men  killed,  sis  wounded  and  four  captured.    Early  the  next  morning  the  enemy 
was  pushed  back,  his  force  routed  and  many  prisoners  taken.     On  the  1st  and  2d  of 
April  our  brigade  remained  in  camp  near  Dinwiddie  Court  House,  guarding  the  trains 
of  the  corps.     On  the  night  of  the  2d  we  moved  from  Dinwiddie  Court  House  in  rear 
of  the  train  to  the  Claubourne  road,  in  the  vicinity  of  Hatcher's  Run,  bivouacked  for 
a  few  hours,  and  then  (on  the  morning  of  the  3d)  pushed  on.     Crossing  the  Southside 
Railroad  at  Sutherland  Station,  we  marched  that  day  to  Wilson's  plantation,  on  the 
Namozord  road,  where  we  encamped  lor  the  night.     The  line  of  march  was  resumed 
early  on  the  next  morning  (the  4-th)  on  a  road  running  parallel  to  the  one  Lee  was  retreat- 
ing on.    We  arrived  at  Jettersville,  on  the  south  side  of  the  railroad,  about  four  o'clock, 
p.  m.    It  was  expected  that  the  enemy  would  be  found  in  force  at  this  place.     Noth- 
ing, however,  was  found  and  the  cavalry  was  ordered  to  bivouac  for  the  night.    Per- 
suant  to  orders  from  brigade  headquarters,  Captain  Craig,  with  Companies  A  and  B, 
reported  to  General  Davies,  who  instructed  him  to  push  down  the  Amelia  Spring  road 
and  ascertain  if  any  force  of  the  enemy  was  there.    Captain  Craig  obeyed  his  instruc- 
tions to  the  letter,  returned  and  reported,  having  captured  twenty -two  infantry  sol- 
diers, thirty-eight  horses  and  a  number  of  mules,  all  of  which  he  brought  into  camp. 
From  these  prisoners  it  was  learned  that  Lee,  with  his  army,  was  at  Amelia  Court 
House.    At  three  o'clock  on  the  following  morning,  our  brigade  was  moving  towards 
that  place.    Arriving  at  Paines'  Cross  Roads,  General  Davies  learned  that  the  enemy's 
wagon  train  was  but  a  short  distance  off.    Pushing  rapidly  on,  we  soon  struck  the 
advance  guard,  consisting  of  one  brigade  of  cavalry  and  one  regiment  of  infantry  and 
a  battery  of  artillery.     General  Davies  at  once  charged  and  routed  this  force,  captured 
a  large  number  of  prisoners,  five  pieces  of  artillery,  one  hundred  and  eighty  wagons  and 
three,  hundred  and  forty  horses  and  mules.     The  wagons  were  all  burned.    The  prison- 
ers, artillery  and  animals  were  all  brought  off.     Iu  this  charge  five  battle  Hags  were 
captured  by  the  following  named  officers  and  men  of  the  regiment :   Captain  Samuel 
Craig,  Company  A ;  First  Sergeant  George  W.  Stewart,  Company  E ;    Private  Lewis 
Locke,  Company  A ;  and  Private  Christian  Straele,  Company  I. 

"After  the  capture  of  the  wagon  train,  &e.T  General  Davies  directed  Colonel  Jane- 
way  to  move  up  on  a  road  to  the  left  and  hold  it  until  he  got  well  to  the  rear  all  cap- 
tured property,  prisoners,  <fcc.  Through  some  mistake,  no  orders  were  received  by 
Colonel  Janeway  to  retire,  but  ascertaining  that  everything  had  re-crossed  the  stream, 
he  wisely  withdrew,  but  upon  arriving  at  the  bridge  he  found  it  in  possession  of  the 
enemy.  Captain  Brooks,  with  Companies  II  and  K,  made  an  elegant  charge  and  dri- 
ving the  enemy  from  the  bridge,  held  the  road  leading  to  it,  while  the  remainder  of 
the  regiment  crossed.  Captain  Hick,  with  Companies  L  and  M,  now  formed  the  rear- 
guard. Arriving  at  Painesville,  the  regiment  was  ordered  to  remain  there  one  halt 
hour  aud  hold  the  roads  while  the  captured  property  was  being  taken  off.  The  enemy 
now  began  to  show  himself  in  large  numbers  in  our  front  and  on  both  Hanks.  I  was 
directed  by  Colonel  Janeway  to  take  Company  11,  strengthen  and  assume  command 
of  the  rear-guard.  The  enemy  pressed  us  vigorously,  making  several  charges,  which 
were,  with  one  exception,  (the  last,)  handsomely  repulsed.    The  enemy  routed  us  in 
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hii  last  charge  and  drove  us  back  to  a  detachment  of  the  regiment  which  had  been 
formed  for  our  support.  This  detachment  made  a  splendid  charge  and  checked  the 
enemy,  which  enabled  us  to  withdraw  to  where  the  remainder  of  the  brigade  was  formed. 
In  this  charge,  the  gallant  Captain  Brooks,  of  Company  K,  was  taken  prisoner  and 
•jubered  by  General  Geary  after  he  had  surrendered.  A  number  of  the  men  were  also 
wounded.  The  enemy  here  displayed  a  much  larger  force  than  our  own.  They  lapped 
both  our  flanks  and  engaged  us  sharply  in  our  front,  but  the  regiment,  with  brave, 
skillful  Janeway  in  command,  unflinchingly  stood  their  ground  and  used  their  Spencer 
carbines  with  telling  effect  upou  the  enemy.  It  would  be  useless  for  me  to  particular- 
ize the  actions  of  any  officer  or  man — they  all  performed  their  duty  in  their  usual  man- 
ner as  soldiers.  The  conduct  of  Surgeon  Willes  was  so  different  from  that  of  medical 
oflicers  generally,  that  I  cannot  pass  it  by  without  notice.  He  was  in  the  thickest  of 
the  tight  and  was  of  great  service  to  Colonel  Janeway  in  conveying  orders  and  rallying 
men  from  different  regiments,  taking  them  to  the  skirmish  line,  remaining  there  him- 
self and  encouraging  them  on.  We  were  finally  relieved  by  the  Second  Brigade  of  our 
division,  when  we  retired  to  a  point  near  Amelia  Springs,  and  remained  at  that  place 
till  two  o'clock,  p.  m.,  when  we  were  again  ordered  into  action.  Colonel  Janeway  was 
ordered  by  General  Davies  to  support  two  other  regiments  in  a  charge.  These  regi- 
ments were  repulsed  in  the  charge  and  driven  back  to  their  support.  Colonel  Janeway 
immediately  ordered  a  charge,  in  leading  which  our  brave,  gallant  Colonel  was  shot 
through  the  head  and  died  almost  instantly.  This  cast  a  gloom  over  the  whole  regi- 
ment. His  superior  wc  never  knew ;  a  brave,  skillful  officer,  a  courteous  gentleman,  a 
true,  earnest  patriot — qualities  which  have  endeared  him  to  every  officer  and  man  of 
the  regiment. 

"  Wc  held  the  line  until  after  dark,  when  we  were  relieved  and  ordered  back  to 
Jettersville.  The  casualties  of  the  day  were  as  follows:  Colonel  Hugh  H.  Janeway, 
killed ;  Captain  Joseph  Brooks,  Company  K,  wounded  and  prisoner ;  Second  Lieute- 
nant James  S.  Metier,  Company  D,  prisoner ;  Second  Lieutenant  William  Wilson,  Com- 
pany G,  prisoner;  First  Lieutenant  and  Adjutant  James  F.  Clancy,  wounded;  twenty- 
one  prisoners. 

"We  bivouacked  at  Jettersville  that  night,  and  moved  out  at  ten  o'clock,  a.  m.,  the 
following  day.  Generals  Merritt  and  Custer  had  captured  and  burned  a  large  number 
of  wagons  near  Sailor's  Creek,  and  were  heavily  engaged  with  the  enemy  when  we 
came  up.  The  cavalry  corps  was  formed  to  charge  the  enemy — this  regiment  forming 
the  connection  on  the  extreme  right  of  the  Second  Division  with  General  Custer's 
Division  (Third).  In  front  of  our  regiment  was  a  plain,  open  field,  where  the  enemy 
had  a  good  line  of  rifle  pits.  I  received  orders  from  General  Davies  to  charge  this  line 
of  works.  I  expected  the  whole  line  would  charge  at  the  same  time,  and  moved  on 
his  line  of  works  at  once.  The  troops  on  my  right,  however,  instead  of  charging  the 
enemy,  were  being  pushed  back.  The  regiment  acted  splendidly,  but  it  was  impossible 
for  us  to  make  any  impression  ou  the  enemy's  line.  General  Custer's  division  on  my 
right,  and  a  portion  of  our  brigade  on  my  left,  was  giving  way.  The  lire  from  the 
enemy  was  terrible.  Lieutenants  Ford  and  Metier,  and  many  of  the  men,  were 
wounded;  horses  were  dropping  fast.  I  was  forced  to  retire,  which  I  did  by  moving 
the  regiment  to  the  right,  in  order  to  place  them  under  cover  of  a  rising  piece  of 
ground.  Major-General  Crookc  and  others  complimented  the  regiment  highly  for  the 
gallant  manner  in  which  they  conducted  themselves,  I  then  received  orders  from 
General  Davies  to  form  the  regiment  in  its  original  place  in  line.  I  understood  after- 
wards that.the  order  given  the  regiment  to  charge  was  rather  premature.  Some  two 
hours  later,  a  simultaneous  charge  was  made  by  the  Sixth  Corps  and  the  cavalry.  This 
was  probably  the  grandest  cavalry  charge  of  the  war.  Geueral  Ewcll,  with  nearly  all 
his  corps,  was  captured,  besides  a  large  number  of  cannon.  In  this  charge  I  suffered 
the  temporary  loss  of  Captain  Hughes,  Company  C,  commanding  the  second  battalion. 
Ho  fell  from  his  horse,  wounded  through  the  head.  Captain  Hughes  is  a  brave  oiiiecr, 
and  I  could  illy  spare  him.  In  goiug  to  the  rear  he  discovered  two  pieces  of  artillery, 
which  the  enemy,  unable  to  move  off,  had  secreted  in  the  woods ;  he  collected  some 
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dismounted  men,  and  with  a  team  of  mules  brought  them  off.  First  Lieutenants 
Johnson,  commanding  Company  M,  and  Carty,  commanding  Company  L,  charged  and 
captured  two  light  field  pieces  from  the  enemy.  Captain  Craig,  as  usual,  had  his  horse 
shot.  We  encamped  on  the  battle-field  that  night.  The  casualties  of  the  day  were  as 
follows :  Captain  William  Hughes,  Company  C,  wounded  and  prisoner ;  First  Lieu- 
tenant Thomas  H.  Ford,  Company  D,  wounded;  Second  Lieutenant  James  Metier, 
Company  D,  wounded ;  seven  enlisted  men  wounded  and  two  missing. 

"  The  line  of  march  was  taken  up  early  on  the  morning  of  the  7th,  and  the  enemy 
pushed  rapidly  to  Farmsville  and  across  the  Appomattox  River;  here  they  made  a 
stand,  and  enticed  the  Second  Brigade  of  our  division  into  a  beautifully-laid  trap, 
which  resulted  in  their  complete  rout.  This  brigade  came  back  in  great  confusion, 
and  but  for  the  timely  order  of  General  Davies  would  have  swept  a  portion  of  this 
regiment  along  with  them.  The  General,  seeing  the  state  of  affairs,  directed  me, 
throiigh  Captain  Lebo,  of  his  staff,  to  move  rapidly  to  the  left  of  the  road,  and  there 
form  and  check  the  enemy,  which  order  was  executed  to  his  entire  satisfaction.  The 
action  of  my  regiment  upon  this  occasion  gave  great  confidence  to  the  troops  in  the 
rear  who  were  following  us  in  the  line  of  inarch.  The  brigade  was  formed  in  line, 
and  the  enemy  held  by  us  until  dark,  when  we  were  relieved  by  the  infantry.  Lieu- 
tenants Watts  and  Fay  were  wounded  during  the  day.  That  night  we  marched  to 
and  encamped  at  Prospect  Station,  on  the  Lynchburg  Railroad.  The  list  of  casualties 
of  this  day  were  as  follows :  Second  Lieutenant  Charles  Watts,  Company  A,  wounded ; 
Second  Lieutenant  Laurence  Fay,  Company  F,  wounded;  and  four  prisoners.  On  the 
8th,  we  marched  to  Appomattox  Depot,  on  the  Lynchburg  Railroad.  The  regiment 
was  not  engaged  that  day.  Four  trains  of  cars,  loaded  with  supplies  for  Lee's  army, 
were  captured  at  the  depot.  On  the  morning  of  the  9th,  our  hearts  were  gladdened 
by  the  intelligence  tliat  the  enemy  was  now  headed  off,  we  being  in  possession  of  the 
road  on  which  Lee  was  retreating,  and  that  if  we  could  hold  this  road  until  our  infan- 
try came  Lee  and  his  army  could  not  possibly  escape.  The  bright  smiling  faces  which 
could  be  seen  in  the  regiment  told  plainly  that  for  their  share  of  the  work  we  could 
depend  uponjdieui.  General  Davies  was  covering  a  road  on  the  right  of  Lee's  army. 
The  remainder  of  our  division  was  fighting  on  our  right.  The  General  learning  that 
the  enemy  was  driving  them,  ordered  me  through  his  very  efficient  Aid  de  Camp, 
Lieutenant  Robert  Henry,  Company  A,  of  this  regiment,  to  find  and  engage  the 
enemy's  flank,  favoring  as  much  as  possible  the  brigades  of  Gregg  and  Smith, 
who  were  being  so  vigorously  pushed. 

"Captain  Craig,  who  had  the  advance  in  this  movement,  reported  a  rebel  cavalry 
brigade  moving  towards  us  in  an  oblique  direction,  and  apparently  coming  from  General 
Davies1  front,  and  with  intentions  of  cutting  us  oil".  I  immediately  sent  Captain  Beek- 
man,  with  the  remainder  of  his  battalion,  Companies  G  and  I,  to  strengthen  Crai^;  and 
throw  out  a  strong  skirmish  line ;  at  the  same  time  Captain  Hick,  commanding  third 
battalion,  was  directed  to  move  to  the  left  and  rear  and  remain  there  as  a  support. 
Taking  Captain  Brown,  with  his  battalion,  I  maneuvered  until  I  succeeded  in  getting 
between  the  enemy  and  the  remainder  of  the  brigade.  Captain  Beekman  at  the  same 
time  changed  direction  to  the  left,  keeping  his  skirmishers  between  Bowen  and  the 
enemy.  Hick  was  then  brought  down  to  Boweif  s  position.  The  ever  ready  Henry,  of 
General  Davies1  staff  coming  down,  I  requested  him  to  inform  the  General  what  I  was 
doing  and  what  was  opposing  mc ;  leaving  it  he  sent  the  Twenty-fourth  New  York  Cav- 
alry down  to  report  to  me,  and  orders  to  fall  slowly  back  and  connect  my  skirmish  line 
with  that  of  the  infantry  on  my  right  and  rear.  All  this  was  performed  with  the  loss 
of  one  man  killed,  Lemuel  O.  Smith,  private,  Company  lx 

"  The  infantry  relieving  us,  we  were  ordered  still  further  to  the  left,  when  we  again  en- 
gaged the  enemy,  and  for  the  last  time.  Captain  Beekman,  with  the  first  battalion,  was 
seut  out  on  the  skirmish  line  ;  an  irregular  aud  harmless  firing  was  kept  up  for  some  time  ; 
finally,  the  skirmish  line  of  the  brigade  was  ordered  to  charge  the  euemy  supported  by 
the  regiments ;  the  enemy  was  quickly  driven  in  confusion  from  their  position.  This  ?uc- 
cessful  charge  had  hardly  terminated  before  orders  were  received  for  hostilities  to  cease. 
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An  order  was  immediately  sent  by  a  "  flag-of-truce,"  from  General  Crooke  to  the  Command- 
ing General  of  the  rebel  forces  in  front  of  our  lines,  informing  him  that  General's  Grant 
tad  Lee  were  having  an  interview,  and  arranging  the  terms  of  surrender  of  the  Army  of 
Northern  Virginia  to  General  Grant.  In  this  last  engagement  I  cannot  speak  in  too  high 
terms  of  Captains  Beekman  and  Cause.  Beekman  so  manoeuvered  a  portion  of  his  com- 
mand, as  to  destroy  the  left  of  the  enemy's  skirmish  line,  by  driving  it  ".pell-mell"  into 
the  road  for  Cause  to  make  his  last  charge,  and  a  gallant  one  it  was.  Second  Lieutenant 
Darnstaedt,  of  Company  I,  we  claim  to  be  the  last  officer  wounded  in  the  combined  armies 
operating  against  Lee's  forces.  Our  cavalry  division  was  the  last  to  receive  orders  for  a 
cessation  of  hostilities.  The  last  flag  of  truce  sent  out  was  through  our  brigade  lines. 
Lieutenant  Darnstaedt  received  a  painful  but  not  dangerous  wound  in  the  head  after  the 
truce  passed  our  lines.  Hostilities  ceased  and  the  terms  of  surrender  were  agreed  upon. 
We  bivouacked  that  night  on  the  battle-field,  and  our  hearts  were  made  glad  by  the  return 
of  Captain  Brooks  from  captivity.  On  the  morning  of  the  10th,  while  we  were  encamped 
at  Prospect  Station,  we  had  the  pleasure  of  receiving  back  our  captured  comrades,  First 
Lieutenants  Joseph  Killy  and  C.  W.  Camp.  These  officers,  before  the  surrender,  man- 
aged to  make  their  guard  prisoners  and  escaped  with  them  into  our  lines.  We  arrived  at 
Petersburg  on  the  18th  day  of  April.  In  this  eventful  campaign  the  regiment  in  every 
engagement  conducted  itself  with  conspicuous  gallantry.  The  conduct  of  the  officers  in 
every  instance  was  such  as  to  elicit  the  praise  of  every  one.  Adjutant  James  T.  Clancy 
throughout  the  whole  campaign  rendered  me  most  efficient  service.  His  conduct  in  the 
action  of  Apnl  5th,  called  forth  the  commendation  of  Major  General  Crooke,  ar.d  several 
of  his  staff  officers.  On  this  day,  while  gallantly  charging  with  a  detachment  of  the  reg- 
iment, he  received  a  painful  saber  wound  in  the  hand.  He  declined  to  leave  the  field  in 
this  and  subsequent  battles.  Great  credit  is  due  to  Captain  Hughes  for  our  final  success 
in  the  afternoon  of  April  5th.  On  the  6th  of  April,  First  Lieutenant  Thomas  II.  Ford 
received  a  wound  in  the  left  breast  by  a  glancing  shot,  prohibiting  the  use  of  his  bridal-, 
arm,  and  the  wearing  of  a  saber  belt,  but  he  remained  with  and  took  an  active  part  in  all, 
the  battles  of  the  regiment. 

"  The  following  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  received  "  medals  of  honor"  from 
the  Secretary  of  War  for  gallantry  in  the  campaign.  First  Sergeant  George  W.  Stew- 
art, Company  E ;  Sergeant  Aaron  B.  Tompkins,  Company  G ;  Sergeant  David  Southard, 
Company  C;  Color-Sergeant  Charles  Wilson;  Sergeant  William  Porter,  Company  H; 
Sergeant  Charles  Titus,  Company  II ;  Sergeant  John  Wilson,  Company  L  ;  Corporal  Wil- 
liam B.  Hooper,  Company  L  ;  and  Private  Christian  Straela,  Company  I. 

"In  these  "medals  of  honor,"  the  soldier  received  a  token  which  is  of  more  value  thr.n 
any  which  could  be  given  him  ;  they  stamp  the  recipient  a  brave  and  faithful  soldier,  a 
name  to  be  honored  and  revered. 

"  Sergeant-Major  William  T.  Allen  and  Sergeant  Samuel  Walton,  Company  A ;  Charles 
Krouselmire  and  John  Teirncy,  Company  B  ;  Sergeants  William  R.  Bronson,  C.  Marshall 
and  Chester  Merith,  of  Company  C  ;  Sergeant.  John  H.  Warren,  Company  D  ;  Sergeant 
John  Shields,  William  Russell  and  John  Foggerty,  Company  E  ;  Sergeants  Michael  Wil- 
liams and  Edward  F.  Wenner,   Company  G ;  Sergeants  John   Brockfank  and  William 
Hudson,  Company  H ;  Corporal  Phillips  Klespics,  Company  II ;  Sergeants  G.  W.  McPeek, 
Aaron  H.  White,  William  H.  Powell  aud  William  Booth  ;    Corporals  Joseph  Marsh  and 
Francis  Brown,  Company  K;  Sergeant  William  Stout,  Corporals  Johu  McKiuney  and     jj 
•Tames  Brady,  Company  L  ;  Sergeants  John  Davis,  James  S.  Fallman  and  Corporal  Wil-     I. 
Ham  B.  Euston,  Company  M,  arc  all  worthy  of  mention.     They  arc  well  known  in  the    || 
regiment  for  their  good  conduct  in  this  memorable  campaign.     We  remained  in  camp     1 
near  Petersburg  until  the  morning  of  the  24th  of  April,  when,  in  connection  with  the 
cavalry  corps  we  took  up   a  line  of  march  to  Danville,  Virginia,  to  operate  against  the    I 
rebel  General  Johnson's  army.     Alter  a  march  of  five  days,  we  reached  Boston  Bridge 
Station,  on  the  Richmond  and  Danville  Railroad,  when  we  learned  that  Johnson  had    ij 
surrendered  his  army  to  General  Sherman.     We  encamped  there  for  the  night,  and  on  the    10 
following  morning  commenced  our  return  march  for  Petersburg,  arriving  there  on  the  Cd    | 
day  of  May.    The  regiment  was  not  engaged  during  this  march.     In  this,  as  well  as  in   | 
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the  previous  campaign,  we  are  indebted  to  Lieutenant  Robert  Henry,  Company  A  of  this 
regiment,  and  Aid-de-Camp  to  Brevet-Major-General  Davies,  for  many  good  services 
he  rendered  the  regiment.  In  all  engagements  of  the  regiment,  when  possible,  he  was 
sure  to  be  with  us,  and  with  his  courage  and  zeal  won  the  admiration  of  both  officers  and 
men.  On  the  morning  of  May  10th,  we  broke  camp  and  commenced  our  march  for  Alex- 
'andria,  via  Richmond  and  the  Orange  and  Alexandria  Railroad.  We  arrived  at  Alexan- 
dria on  the  morning  of  the  16th  of  May.  On  the  21st  we  marched  to  Bladensburg,  Mary- 
land. On  the  22d,  we  had  the  pleasure  of  receiving  our  State  Colors.  On  the  23d,  we 
took  part  in  the  Grand  Review.  The  regiment  was  complimented  by  many  for  the  neat 
uniform  dress  aand  soldierly  appearance  of  its  officers  and  men,  and  its  precision  in 
march. 

"  Walter  R.  Robbixs,  Major  Commanding  Regiment." 

The  campaigns  of  the  First  New  Jersey  Cavalry  were  ended,  and 
in  due  time,  quitting  Washington,  it  proceeded  to  Trenton,  where  it 
was  finally  dissolved.  Among  all  the  cavalry  regiments  of  the 
service,  none  acquired  a  wider  celebrity  than  this,  and  in  the  story 
of  the  Nation's  struggle,  as  it  may  be  told  in  coming  years,  its 
deeds  must  be  ever  conspicuous  and  memorable.  In  its  ranks 
fought  some  of  the  bravest  and  noblest  soldiers  of  the  war :  men 
whom  no  danger  appalled,  no  suffering  disheartened,  no  injustice 
or  neglect  swerved  from  the  faithful  performance  of  duty ;  and 
their  deeds,  living  after  them,  shall  be  a  more  precious  heritage  to 
coming  generations  than  lands  covered  with  harvests  or  gold  piled 
to  the  skies. 

The  following  shows  the  officers  of  the  regiment  during  the 
whole  period  of  its  service : 

COLONELS. 
Percy  Wyndham,  February  19,  1S02;  mustered  out  July  5,  1SGL 

John  W.  Kester,  July  6, 1S64 ;  mustered  out  expiration  of  service,  September  26, 1S6L 
Hugh  H.  Janeway,  October  11,  lSG-i. 

LIEUTENANT-COLONELS. 

Joseph  Karge,  February  10,  1S62  ;  resigned  December  22,  1SC2. 
Virgil  Broderick,  February  10, 1863  ;  killed  in  action. 
John  W.  Kester,  September  21, 1S63;  promoted  Colonel  July  6,  1S6L 
Hugh  II.  Janeway,  July  6,  lSG-i ;  promoted  Colonel  October  11,  1S6L 
Myron  II.  Beaumont,  November  1,  1S6-L 

MAJORS. 
Myron  II.  Beaumont,  February  19,  1S62;  promoted  Lieutenant-Colonel  November  1, 

1364. 
Irius  D.  Jones,  February  19,  1S62  ;  resigned  November  22, 1862. 
Alexander  M.  Cu  minings,  February  20, 1802  ;  resigned  July  GO,  1S62. 
Virgil  Broderick,  September  2S,  1S62  ;  promoted  Lieutenant-Colonel  February  10,  1SG3' 
Hugh  H.  Janeway,  January  27,  1S63  ;  promoted  Lieutenant-Colcnel  July  6,  1  SGI. 
John  Shelmire,  February  10, 1SG3;  died  of  wounds. 
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MAJORS— (Continued.  ) 
John  H.  Lucas,  August  12,  1863;  killed  at  the  Battle  of  Sulphur  Springs,  October 
12, 1S63. 
Henry  W.  Sawyer,  October  12, 1S63. 
Robert  ST.  Boyd,  July  6, 1864;  not  mustered. 
James  H.  Hart,  November  1,  1804. 
Salter  R.  Bobbins,  November  1, 1864. 

ADJUTANTS. 

Myer  J.  Asch,  February  19,  1862  ;  promoted  Captain  of  Company  H,  March  24, 1862. 

Marcus  L.  W.  Kitcheu,  October  S,  1S62;  promoted  Captain  of  Company  A,  Second  New 
Jersey  Cavalry,  July  16,  1863. 

Charles  II.  McKinstry,  October  23,  1863  ;  mustered  out  at  expiration  of  service,  Sep- 
tember 26,  1S64, 

James  F.  Clancy,  December  24, 1S64. 

QUARTERMASTERS. 
Allen  Dale,  February  19,  1862;  resigned  August  IT,  1S62. 
Edwin  R.  Blaker,  October  8, 1362;  resigned  December  31, 1S62. 
Algernon  Walton,  (Commissary,)  October  3, 1862;  died  September  14, 1863. 
W.  W.  James,  April  1,  1863. 

Aaron  P.  Ivors,  (Commissary,)  September    26,  1863 ;   mustered  out  at  expiration  of 
service,  September  26, 1864. 
Charles  W.  Camp,  (Commissary,)  October  17,  1864. 

SURGEONS. 
W.  U.  L.  Phillips,  February  19, 1862  ;  mustered  out  at  expiration  of  service,  Septem 
ber20,  1864. 
William  S.  Willes,  February  10,  1365.  \ 

ASSISTANT-SURGEONS. 
Ferdinand   Y.   Dayton,    February    19,  1S62;    promoted  Surgeon  of  the  Second  New 
Jersey  Cavalry  July  12,  1S63. 
John  W.  Blackfan,  March  16,  1S63  ;  resigned  December  10,  1S63. 
Samuel  Powell,  October  2, 1S63  ;  died  August  S,  1S64. 
William  S.  Willes,  April  4,  1364  ;  promoted  Surgeon  February  10,  1S65. 
Samuel  Jones,  September  23, 1864. 

CHAPLAIN. 

Henry  R.  Pyne,  February  19,  1S62  ;  mustered  out  at  expiration  of  service  September  20, 
1864. 

CAPTAINS. 

COMPANY  A.    * 

John  Shelmire,  February  19,  1862;  promoted  Major  February  10,  1863. 
James  H.  Hart,  October  S,  1S62  ;  promoted  Major  November  1, 1864. 
Samuel  Craig,  November  1,  1864. 

COMPANY  B. 

Richard  C.  Lewis,  February  19,  1S62 ;  resigned  May  1,  1862. 
Horace  W.  Bristoe,  May  3,  1S62  ;  resigned  December  2,  1863. 
Francis  B.  AUibone,  December  8,  1S63. 

COMPANY  C. 

John  L.  Tash,  February  19,  1S62;  resigned  August  2,  1862. 
William  W.  Gray,  August  14, 1S02  ;  resigned  May  3,  1861. 

William  Wynkoop,  June  13,  1S64;  mustered  out  at  expiration  of  service  September  26, 
1864. 

William  Hughes,  September  23,  1864. 

61 
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CAPTAINS— (Continued.  ) 

COMPANY  D. 

Robert  N.  Boyd,  February  19,  1S62 ;  mustered  out  at  expiration  of  service  September 
20, 1864. 
Jeremiah  P.  Brower,  December  20,  1864. 

COMPANY  E. 

John  W.  Kester,  February  19,  1862;  promoted  Lieutenant-Colouel  September  21,  1863. 
"William  Harper,  October  3, 1863. 

COMPANY  F. 

John  H.  Lucas,  February  19, 1S62 ;  promoted  Major  August  12, 1863. 
P.  Penn  Gaskell,  October  23,  1863;  resigned  February  3,  1864. 
John  Hobensack,  March  29, 1864. 

COMPANY  G. 

Henry  E.  Clark,  February  19, 1S62;  resigued  March  1,1863. 

Walter  R.  Robbins,  March  1,  1803  ;  promoted  Major  November  1, 1S64. 

Robert  B.  Cause,  November  1, 1864. 

COMPANY  H. 
William  E.  Morford,  February  19, 1S52;  resigued  March  24, 1SG2. 
Myer  J.  Asch,  March  24,  1862. 

COMPANY  I. 

Benjamin  "W.  Jones,  February  19,  1862 ;  resigned  October  3, 1862. 
P.  Jones  Yorke,  Octobers,  1862;  promoted  Major  of  the  Second  New  Jersey  Cavalry 
August  27, 1863.  t 

Garret  Y.  Beekman,  September  23, 1863. 

COMPANY  K. 

Yirgil  Broderick,  February  19,  1862  ;  promoted  Major  August  28,  1862. 
Henry  W.  Sawyer,  October  8, 1SG2  ;  promoted  Major  October  12, 1863. 
Joseph  Brooks,  March  29,  1864;  mustered  out  at  expiration  of  service  September  27. 
1864. 

COMPANY  L. 
Hugh  H  Janeway,  February  19,  1S62  ;  promoted  Major  January  27, 1863. 
William  II.  Hick,  April  1, 1863  ;  mustered  out  at  expiration  of  service  October  7,  1S04. 

COMPANY  M. 

Thomas  R.  Haines,  February  19,  1862  ;  killed  in  action  June  6,  1862. 
Jacob  R.  Sackett,  June  14, 1S62  ;  resigned  September  21,  1S02. 
James  H.  Hart,  October  8.  1S62  ;  transferred  to  Company  A,  February  2-1,  1S63. 
Moses  M.  Malsbury,  February  24,  1863  ;  died  of  wounds  received  at  Hawes'  Shop,  June 
14,  1864._ 
John  Kinsley,  July  19, 1864;  mustered  out  at  expiration  of  service  September  27,1861. 
George  A.  Bowne,  November  1,  1S64. 

FIRST  LIEUTENANTS. 

COMPANY  A. 

Jacob  R.  Sackett,  February  19, 1S62  ;  promoted  Captain  of  Company  M,  June  14,  1S62. 
John  Hobensack,  October  21, 1862  ;  transferred  to  Company  E,  February  24,  1863. 
William  Wynkoop,  October  21,  1862;  promoted  Captain  of  Company  C,  June  13,  1^  >4- 
George  A.  Rotvne,  July  19,  1864;  promoted  Captain  of  Company  M,  November  1,  1SS4. 
Gilbert  J.  Johnson,  November  1, 1864. 

COMPANY   B. 

Allen  Dale,  February  19,  1S62  ;  resigned  August  17,  1862. 
Harry  Jones,  February  19,  1862  ;  dismissed. 
Richard  Hamilton,  January  3,  1863. 

COMPANY  C. 

William  W.  Gray,  February  19. 1862  ;  promoted  Captain  of  Company  C,  August  14, 1 56* 
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FIRST  LIEUTENANTS— (Continued.) 
William  Harper,  May  4, 1SG2 ;  promoted  Captain  of  Company  E,  October  3,  1863. 
Samuel  C.  Lame,  January  7, 18G4 ;  mustered  out  at  expiration  of  service  October  7,  1SG1 
Jeremiah  P.  Brower,  November  1,  1S64;  promoted  Captain  of  Company  D,  December 
SO,  1SC1. 

COMPANY  D. 

John  Worsley,  February  19, 1SG2  ;  resigned  April  7, 1SG2. 

Henry  W.  Sawyer,  April  7,  1SG2  :  promoted  Captain  of  Company  K,  October  S,  1802. 
J.  Penn  Gaskell,  October  8,  1S62  ;  promoted  Captain  of  Company  F,  October  23,  18G3. 
Edward  H.  Parry,  January  7, 1804 ;  mustered  out  at  expiration  of  service  October  5, 
1S64. 
Thomas  H.  Ford,  November  1,  1S04. 

COMPANY  E. 

Harry  Jones,  February  19,  1SG2;  transferred  to  Company  M. 

Edwin  R.  Blaker,  May  4, 1302  ;  appointed  Quartermaster  October  8,  1502. 

William  Wynkoop,  October  21,  1302  ;  transferred  to  Company  A,  February  24,  1863. 

John  Hobensack,  October  21,  1802 ;  promoted  Captain  of  Company  F,  March  29,  15G4. 

Robert  B.  Cause,  March  29,  1SG4;  promoted  Captain  of  Company  G,  November  1,  1804. 

Edward  Gaskill,  November  1, 1SG4. 

COMPANY  F. 
Moses  W.  Maulsbury,  February  19, 1SG2;  promoted  Captain  of  Company  M,  February 
24,1803. 
JohnKinsiey,  February  21,  1S63;  promoted  Captain  of  Company  M,  July  19,  1304. 
William  M.  Shaw,  July  19, 1804. 

COMPANY  G. 

Walter  R.  Robbins,  April  20,  1802;  promoted  Captain  March  1, 1803. 
Cortland  Tnglin,  January  7,  1804. 

COMPANY  H. 

William  T.  Inrann,  February  19,  1302  ;  resigned  April  14,  1862. 
James  H.  Hart,  May  3, 1802  ;  promoted  Captain  of  Company  M,  October  8,  1802. 
Joseph  Brooks,  Octobers,  1802;  promoted  Captain  of  Company  K,  March  29, 1S04. 
Samuel  Craig,  March  29,  1864;  promoted  Captain  of  Company  A,  November  1, 1864. 
Joseph  Killy,  November  1,  1S04. 

COMPANY  I. 

William  W.  Wurts,  April  20, 1862;  resigned  May  28, 1803. 

Edward  E.  Jamison,  June  12,  1S63;  killed  at  the  Battle  of  Mountain  Ruu,  November 
27,  1863. 

Birdsall  Cornell,  January  7, 1304;  mustered  out  at  expiration  of  service  September  20, 
1564. 

Frederick  Schacl,  November  1, 1801. 

COMPANY   K. 

C.  B.  Young,  May  1,  1SG2 ;  resigned  Ma}%  1S02. 

William  II.  Hick,  May  11,  1S02;  promoted  Captain  of  Company  L,  April  1,  1803. 
William  Hughes,  January  7, 1804;  promoted  Captain  of  Company  C,  September  23,  1801. 
Dauiel  Mclntyre,  November  1, 1S04;  not  mustered. 

COMPANY  L. 

Francis  B.  Allibone,  March  25, 1S02  ;  promoted  Captain  of  Company  B,  December  8, 1503. 
Voorhees  Dye,  January  7, 1304  ;  killed  at  the  Battle  of  Ilawes'  Shop  May  23,  1801. 
Theodore  Michenor,  July  19,  1S04;  not  mustered. 
James  Dalzicl,  December  20,  IS64. 

COMPANY   M. 

Horace  W.  Bristoe,  February  19,  1802;  promoted  Captain  of  Company  B,  May  3,  1802. 
Harry  Jones,  February  19,  1802  ;  transferred  to  Company  B. 

Garret  V.  Beekman,  October  21,  1802;  promoted  Captain  of  Company  I,  September  23, 
1863. 
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FIRST  LIEUTENANTS— (Continued. ) 

Thomas  Cox,  January  7, 1S64;  discharged  October  7, 1864. 
Carl  Carty,  December  20,  1864. 

SECOND  LIEUTENANTS. 

COMPANY   A. 

James  H.  Hart,  February  19,  1863;  promoted  First  Lieutenant  of  Company  II,  May 
3,  1862. 

William  Wvnkooo,  May  3,  1862;  promoted  First  Lieutenant  of  Company  E,  October 
21,  1S62. 

Edward  II.  Parry,  October  21,  1S62  ;  promoted  First  Lieutenant  of  Company  D,  Janu- 
ary 7, 1864 

Theodore  Miciicnor,  January  7,  1861;  discharged  November  2,  1864. 

Robert  Henry,  July  29,  1864. 

COMPANY  B. 

Joseph  Harris,  February  19,  1862  ;  deserted  June  23,  1862. 

John  Hobeusack,  June  23,  1862;  promoted  First  Lieutenant  of  Company  A,  October 
21,  1862. 

Voorhees  Dye,  February  24,  1863 ;  promoted  First  Lieutenant  of  Company  L,  Janu- 
ary 7,  1864. 

George  A.  Bowne,  February  28,  1S64;  promoted  First  Lieutenant  of  Company  A, 
July  19,  1864. 

Robert  Tuthill,  July  19,  1S64;  not  mustered. 

James  Dalziel,  September  23,  1864;  promoted  First  Lieutenant  of  Company  L,  De- 
cember 20,  1864. 

John  Williams,  December  20,  1864. 

COMPANY  C. 

William  Harper,  February  19,  1862;  promoted  First  Lieutenant  May  4,  1S62. 
John  H.  Morris,  May  4,  1S63 ;  resigned  December  25,  1862. 
Isaac  Rogers,  February  24,  1863 ;  resigned  July  8,  1S64. 
James  M.  Straddling,  July  19,  1864;  declined. 

Gilbert  J.  Johnson,  September  23, 1864 ;  promoted  First  Lieutenant  of  Company  A, 
November  1, 1864. 
Louis  Fobs,  November  1,  1864. 

COMPANY  D. 

Henry  W.  Sawyer,  February  19,  1862 ;  promoted  First  Lieutenant  April  7,  1863. 
J.  Penn  Gaskell,  April  7,  1SG2 ;  promoted  First  Lieutenant  October  8,  1S62. 
Edward  E.  Jamison,  October  8,  1S63;  promoted  First  Lieutenant  of  Company  I. 
June  13,  1863. 
Samuel  Craig,  August  13,  1863;  transferred  to  Company  L,  February  38,  1S64. 
Thomas  H.  Ford,  February  38,  1864;  promoted  First  Lieutenant  November  1,  1S04. 
James  Mettler,  November  1,  1864. 

COMPANY  E. 

Francis  B.  Allibone,  February  19,  1863;   promoted  First  Lieutenant  Companv  L, 
March  35,  1863. 
Alexander  Stewart,  May  4,  1S63;  resigned  December  10,  1863. 

Samuel  C.  Lame,  December  30,  1863;  promoted  Lieutenant-Colonel  January  7,  l^'-4. 
Daniel  Mclntyre,  February  38,  1864;  discharged  December  6,  1864. 
Charles  Watts,  November  1,  1864. 

COMPANY   F. 

Aaron  S.  Bobbins,  February  19,  1863;  resigned  April  17,  1863. 
Jacob  II.  Hoffman,  July  33,  1863;  dismissed  January  5,  1S63. 

Cortland  Inglin,  February  34,  1863;  promoted  First  Lieutenant  of  Company  G,  Jan- 
uary 7,  1864. 
William  M.  Shaw,  February  3S,  1S64;  promoted  First  Lieutenant  July  19,  1S04. 
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SECOND  LIEUTENANTS— (Continued.  ) 

Aslier  Wardcll,  July  19,  1864 ;  not  mustered. 

James  F.  Clancy,  September  23,  1804;  promoted  Adjutant  December  20,  1804. 

Lawrence  Fay,  December  20,  1864. 

company  o. 

Gerald  Weston,  April  30,  1802;  resigned  May  20,  1862. 

S.  Richards  Colwell,  November  1,  1862 ;  resigned  April  2,  1863. 

Robert  B.  Cause,  August  17,  1863;  promoted  First  Lieutenant  of  Company  E,  March 
29,  1864. 

Alexander  F.  Stewart,  March  29,  1864;  died  June  5,  1864,  of  wounds  received  at 
Hawes'  Shop. 

Edward  Gaskill,  July  19,  1S64 ;  promoted  First  Lieutenant  of  Company  E,  Novem- 
ber 1,  1864. 

Joseph  R.  Reed,  November  1,  1S64;  killed  in  action  near  Belfield  Station,  Virginia, 
December  10,  1S64. 

William  Wilson,  Januar}1  30,  1865. 

COMPANY  H. 

Henry  Stull,  April  5,  1S62;  resigned  September  18,  1S62. 

John  Kinsley,  October  21, 1862 ;  promoted  First  Lieutenant  of  Company  F,  February 
24,  1S63. 
Hyde  Crocker,  February  24,  1863. 

COMPANY  I. 

Edwin  R.  Blaker,  February  19,  1862;  promoted  First  Lieutenant  of  Company  E,  May 
4,  1S62. 
Cornelius  VanReypcn,  May  4,  1S82;  resigned  August  17,  1862. 
Birdsall  Cornell,  August  S,  1S62 ;  promoted  First  Lieutenant  January  7,  1864. 
John  W.  Bellis,  February  28, 1864;  killed  at  the  battle  of  Hawes'  Shop,  May  28, 1S64. 
Frederick  Schall,  July  19,  1864;  promoted  First  Lieutenant  November  1,  1864. 
Richard  Damstradt,  November  1,  1864. 

COMPANY  K. 

William  M.  Hazen,  February  19,  1862;  resigned  October  9,  1862. 
William  Hughes,  October  21,  1862 ;  promoted  First  Lieutenant  January  7,  1S64. 
Joseph  Kelly,  February  28, 1864;  promoted  First  Lieutenant  of  Company  H,  Novem- 
ber 1,  1S64. 
Henry  Werner,  November  1,  1864. 

COMPANY  L. 

Garret  V.  Beckman,  February  19,  1862;  promoted  First  Lieutenant  of  Company  M, 
October  21,  1S62. 

Charles  H.  McKinstry,  November  29,  1S62;  promoted  Adjutant  October  28,  1S63. 

Samuel  Craig,  August  12,  1S63;  promoted  First  Lieutenant  of  Company  H,  March 
29,  18C4. 

A.  L.  McKinney,  March  29,  1864;  not  mustered. 

CarlCarty,  September  23,  1864;  promoted  First  Lieutenant  of  Companv  M,  Decem- 
ber 20,  1S64. 

COMPANY  M. 

Alanson  Austin,  February  19,  1S62;  killed  in  action  August  9,  1362. 
Thomas  Cox,  October  21,  1862 ;  promoted  First  Lieutenant  January  7,  1S04. 
Jeremiah  Browcr,   February  23,  1S64;   promoted  First  Lieutenant  of  Company  C, 
November  1,  1864. 
Samuel  Wood,  November  1,  1S64. 


CHAPTEK    XV. 

THE     TWENTY-FIRST     REGIMENT. 

Ox  the  4th  of  August,  1862,  President  Lincoln  ordered  that  a 
draft  of  three  hundred  thousand  militia  be  immediately  called  into 
the  service  of  the  United  States,  to  serve  for  nine  months,  unless 
sooner  discharged.  A  few  days  subsequently,  the  quota  of  New 
Jersey  was  designated  as  ten  thousand  four  hundred  and  seventy- 
eight,  and  the  regulations  for  the  draft  were  announced,  providing 
that  an  enrollment  be  immediately  made  of  all  able-bodied  male 
citizens  between  the  ages  of  eighteen  and  forty-five  years,  and  that 
the  drawing  be  made  on  the  3d  of  September.  The  State  authori- 
ties at  once  took  the  necessary  steps  to  meet  the  requirements  of 
this  order,  but  a  general  desire  being  manifested  by  the  people  of 
the  State  to  fill  the  quota  by  voluntary  enlistment,  it  was  an- 
nounced that  volunteers  in  lieu  of  drafted  men  would  be  received 
up  to  the  1st  of  September,  but  that  the  draft  would  positively 
take  place  at  the  time  appointed  in  any  township  which  should  no: 
by  that  time  have  furnished  the  full  number  of  men  required. 
The  result  of  this  policy,  and  of  the  general  disposition  to  escape 
the  stigma  of  a  draft,  was  gratifying  in  the  extreme.  Everywhere 
throughout  the  State,  the  utmost  enthusiasm  and  energy  were  ex- 
hibited, not  only  by  those  liable  to  the  conscription,  but  by  citizens 
of  all  ages  and  classes.  For  several  days  previous  to  that  fixed 
for  the  draft,  men  poured  into  camp  by  thousands,  and  by  the  eve- 
ning of  the  2d  of  September,  the  five  camps1  contained  ten  thou- 

i  The  camps  of  rendezvous  Avcrc  established  as  follows:  Rendezvous  No.  1,  at 
Trenton,  Brigadier-General  N.  N.  Hals  ted,  Commandant;  Rendezvous  No.  2,  at  Beverly. 
Brigadier-General  George  M.  Robeson,  Commandant;  Rendezvous  No.  3,  at  Freehold. 
Brigadier-General  Charles  Haiglit,  Commandant  ;  Rendezvous  No.  4,  at  New:'.:.-. 
Brigadier-General  Cornelius  Van  Vorst,  Commandant;  Rendezvous  No.  5,  at  Ftem- 
ington,  Brigadier-General  Alexander  E.  Donaldson,  Commandant. 
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Kind  eight  hundred  volunteers.2  On  the  morning  of  the  3d,  the 
State  authorities  had  the  satisfaction  of  announcing  to  the  Adju- 
tant-General of  the  United  States  that  the  quota  of  New  Jersey 
was  in  camp,  without  a  single  drafted  man.s  As  rapidly  as  possi- 
ble, after  being  received  in  camp,  the- men  were  organized  into 
companies  and  regiments,  clothed,  uniformed,  equipped  and  placed 
under  instruction,  and  by  the  10th  of  October  all  had  left  for  the 
field.  The  numerical  strength  of  the  regiments,  -which  were 
numbered  from  Twenty-first  to  Thirty-first  inclusive,  the  date  of 
muster,  and  the  date  of  departure  from  the  State,  were  as  follows : 

Twenty-first  Regiment— Colonel,  Gillian  Van  Houten.  Mustered  September  15,  18G2 
Officers,  3S ;  enlisted  men,  923.    Total,  966.     Left  the  State  September  24th. 

Twenty-second  Regiment— Colonel,  Cornelius  Fornet.  Mastered  September  22,  1S62 
Officers,  3S ;  enlisted  men,  899.     Total,  937.     Left  the  State  September  29th. 

Twenty-third  Regiment— Colonel,  John  S.  Cox.  Mustered  September  13,  1862.  Offi- 
cer?, 39  ;  enlisted  men,  953.     Total,  994.    Left  the  State  September  26th. 

Twenty-fourth  Regiment — Colonel,  William  B.  Robertson.  Mustered  September  16, 
S<52.    Officers,  39;  enlisted  men,  946.    Total,  935.     Left  the  State  September  29th. 

Twenty-fifth  Regiment— Colonel,  Andrew  Derrom.  Mustered  September  29,  1862. 
Officers,  33;  enlisted  men,  946.    Total,  93-1.    Left  the  State  October  10th. 

Twenty-sixth  Regiment — Colonel,  Andrew  J.  Morrison.  Mustered  September  IS,  IS 62. 
Officers,  38 ;  enlisted  men,  920.    Total,  958.    Left  the  State  September  26th. 

Twenty  ^seventh  Regiment — Colonel,  George  W.  Mindil.  Mustered  September  19,  1S62- 
Officers,  38 ;  enlisted  men,  973.    Total,  1014.    Left  the  State  October  10th. 

Twenty-eight:  Regiment — Colonel,  Moses  2fJ  Wisewell.  Mustered  September  15,  1S62. 
Officers,  39 ;  enlisted  men,  881.     Total,  920.     Left  the  State  October  2d. 

Twenty-ninth  Regiment — Colonel,  Edwin  F.  Applegate.  Mustered  September  20,1862. 
Officers,  39 ;  enlisted  men,  910.     Total,  949.     Left  the  State  September  2Sth. 

Thirtieth  Regiment — Colonel,  Alexander  E.  Donaldson.  Mustered  September  17, 
1S62.    Officers,  39;  enlisted  men,  967.     Total,  1005.    Left  the  Stats  September  30th. 

Thirty-first  Regiment — Colonel,  Alexander  P.  Berthood.  Mustered  September  17, 
1562,    Officers,  39 ;  enlisted  men,  962.     Total,  1001.     Left  the  State  September  26th. 

It  is  the  story  of  the  services  of  these  regiments,  extending  over 
the  darkest  period  of  the  war,  which  we  commence  to  recite. 

The  Twenty-first  Regiment,  as  we  have  seen,  was  organized  at 
Trenton,  in  August,  1862,  and  was  composed  of  eight  companies, 
(A,  B,  C,  D,  F,  G,  I  and  K,)  from  Hudson  County,  and  two,  (E 
and  IT.)  from  Mercer  County.     The  following  were  the  names  of 

:  This  number  was  subsequently  reduced,  by  medical  examination,  to  ten  thousand 
*»  ven  hundred  and  fourteen,  being  two  hundred  and  thirty-six  more  than  the  number 
''died  for. 

s  At  this  time,  no  other  State  had  its  quota  in  camp,  so  that  here  again  New  Jersey 
led  all  her  sisters. 
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the  field  and  staff  officers :  Colonel,  Gillian  Van  Houten,  of  Hudson 
City;  Lieutenant-Colonel,  Isaac  H.  Mettler,  of  Jersey  City;  Major, 
Hiram  Van  Buskirk,  of  Bayonne;  Surgeon,  James  McNeil,  of 
Hudson  City;  Assistant-Surgeon,  William  Janney,  of  Mercer 
County;  Adjutant,  Andrew  Van  Buskirk,  of  Bayonne;  Quarter- 
master, William  Harper,  Hudson  City.1  The  regiment  being 
organized,  armed  and  equipped,  all  which  was  accomplished  in 
about  ten  days,  it  was  mustered  into  the  United  States  service  on 
the  loth  of  September,  and  the  next  day  took  its  departure  for 
Washington.  A  day  or  too  after  its  arrival,  it  was  ordered  to 
Frederick  City,  Maryland,  and  thence  to  the  battle-ground  of 
Antietam,  where  it  joined  the  Array  of  the  Potomac.  Immediately 
upon  reaching  headquarters  it  was  attached  to  the  Third  Brigade, 
Second  Division,  Sixth  Corps,  with  which  it  served  during 
its  entire  term  of  enlistment,  sharing  the  privations  and  hardships, 
and  participating  in  all  the  engagements  in  which  that  famous 
corps  took  part  during  the  nine  months  following. 

A  few  days  after  joining  the  army,  the  regiment  marched  with 
its  corps  to  intercept  the  rebel  cavalry,  then  making  a  i:  raid"  into 
Maryland  and  Pennsylvania.  After  marching  as  far  as  Hagers- 
town,  however,  it  was  found  that  the  rebels  had  escaped  into 
Virginia,  and  the  march  was  not  continued  further.  Remaining 
about  two  weeks  at  Hagerstown,  the  command  was  then  suddenly 
ordered,  at  midnight,  to  march  in  the  direction  of  Dam  No.  5,  on 
the  Potomac,  to  oppose  another  expected  advance   of  the   rebels 


4  The  following  is  the  original  list  of  company  officers  of  this  regiment: 
Company  A—  Captain,  George  II.  Farrier;  First  Lieutenant,  Alfred  H.  Brown;  SeconJ 
Lieutenant,  Henry  E.  Farrier.  Company  B—  Captain,  Thomas  C.  Kendall;  First  Licutc- 
nant,  Theodore  Wandle;  Second  Lieutenant,  Francis  II.  Bookstaver.  Company  C—  Cap- 
tain, James  W.  Lowe;  First  Lieutenant,  William  D.  W.  C.  Jones;  Second  Lieutenant. 
William  H.  Dcvoise.  Company  D — Captain,  Jeii'ry  W.  Collins  ;  First  Lieutenant,  William 
II.  Smith  ;  Secoud  Lieutenant,  Samuel  Ramsey.  Company  E—  Captain,  Joseph  S.  Mount ; 
First  Lieutenant,  John  W.  Lowers;  Second  Lieutenant,  John  B.  Van  Xeste.  Company  l 
— Captain,  James  W.  Van  Keuren  ;  First  Lieutenant,  John  Daniel  Probst;  Second  Lieu- 
tenant,  Charles  Leo  Abey.  Company  G — Captain,  Frank  Tyler;  First  Lieutenant,  John 
Shaffle;  Second  Lieutenant,  Michael  Shatlle.  Company  //—Captain,  Foster  W.  Vankirk  ; 
First  Lieutenant,  Richard  J.  Richards ;  Second  Lieutenant,  James  M.  Weart.  Company 
/—Captain,  John  Vreeland  ;  First  Lieutenant,  John  F.  Iloldeu;  Second  Lieutenant,  John 
H.  Garrison.  Company  A'— Captain,  Edgar  A.  Finney;  First  Lieutenant,  Xohle  Uri^ 
lietti ;  Second  Lieutenant,  William  Alberts. 
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into  Maryland.  Reaching  Dam  No.  5,  it  was  stationed  to  guard 
that  ford,  and  extending  its  lines  some  two  miles  along  the  river, 
held  the  position  until  the  army  moved  into  Yirginia,  in  pursuit  of 
Lee. 

The  army  having  moved,  orders  were  received  by  Colonel  Yan 
Ilouten  to  call  in  his  regiment  from  the  ford  and  join  his  brigade 
on  the  Williamsport  road.     Accordingly,  the  regiment  was  mus- 
tered as  soon  as  possible,  and  moved  out  towards  its  destination. 
It  being  late   in   the   afternoon   when   the   order    was  received, 
darkness  set  in  before  the  regiment  overtook  the  main  column  ; 
and  after  marching  at  a  rapid  rate  until  midnight,  without  finding 
any  trace  of  the  brigade,  the  men  being  so  much  exhausted  that 
it  was  impossible  to  keep  them  together,  the  Colonel  ordered  it 
into  camp  for  the  night.     Early  the  next  morning  it  was  again  put 
in  motion  to  join  the  brigade,  and  after  marching  about  an  hour 
the  junction  was  effected.      Immediately  upon  joining  the  brigade, 
the  Colonel  was  placed  under  arrest  by  the  brigade  commander, 
General  Yinton,  for  not  coming  up  during  the  night.     This  unjust 
and  uncalled  for  act  was  vehemently  condemned  by  both  officers 
and  men  of  the  regiment,  and  the  Colonel  promptly  demanded  an 
investigation  of  the  matter  by  court-martial,  but  after  being  held 
under  arrest  for  a  few  days,  he  was  finally  released  and  ordered  to 
the  command  of  his  regiment.     This  was  very  unsatisfactory  to 
the  Colonel,  as  it  gave  him  no  opportunity  to   vindicate  himself 
from  the  imputation  upon  his  efficiency ;  but  he  had  no  remedy. 
This  arbitrary  act  of  General  Yinton  caused  an  antipathy  to  spring- 
up  between  the  General  and  the  officers  and  men  of  the  regiment, 
which  lasted  a  long  time,  and  led  to  the  regiment  being  sent  out 
upon  picket  two  or  three  times  a  week  while  on  the  march  through 
*  irginia  to  Aquia  Creek.     Finally,  the  attention  of  Brevet  Major- 
General  A.  P.  Howe,  the  division  commander,   was  called  to  the 
injustice,  when  a  stop  was  at  once  put  to  it,  and  thenceforward  the 
regiment  was  only  called  upon  to  perform  its  proper  share  of  picket- 
duty.     With  the  exception  of  this,  nothing  of  interest  occurred 
until  the  army  arrived  before  Fredericksburg,  on  the  evening  of 
December  10th.     Here  this  regiment,  with  one  or  two  others,  was 
62 
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placed  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Alexander  Shaler,  as  the 
advanced  guard  of  the  left  Grand  Division  (Franklin's)  of  the 
army,  with  orders  to  advance  to  the  Eappahannock  and  cover  the 
laying  of  the  pontoons  for  crossing  the  river.  After  some  severe 
skirmishing,  the  pontoons  were  laid,  and  during  the  afternoon  of 
the  11th  it  crossed  with  the  brigade,  with  which  it  advanced  upon 
the  enemy,  driving  him  back  until  possession  was  gained  of  the 
Bowling  Green  road,  where  line  of  battle  was  formed  and  our 
batteries  placed  in  position,  the  regiment  being  assigned  as  a 
support  to  Wier's  (Maryland)  Battery.  This  trying  position  it  held 
from  the  afternoon  of  the  11th  until  the  morning  of  the  loth, 
during  the  whole  of  the  hard -fought  and  desperate  engagements. 
On  the  night  of  the  loth,  it  re-crossed  the  river  with  the  rest  of  the 
army,  and  was  ordered  to  cover  the  removal  of  the  pontoons,  being 
the  first  to  reach  the  river,  and  the  last  to  leave  in  this  engagement. 
Although  the  regiment  was  under  a  severe  cross-fire  of  the  enemy's 
artillery,  it  had  but  six  or  eight  men  wounded. 

After  this  battle,  the  regiment  went  into  camp  with  the  rest  of 
the  corps,  near  White  Oak  Church}  Stafford  County,  Virginia. 
Early  in  January,  five  hundred  men,  with  the  requisite  number  of 
line  officers,  under  the  command  of  the  Major,  were  ordered  to 
report  to  the  Chief  Engineer  cf  the  army  for  special  duty,  namely. 
the  construction  of  a  corduroy  road  for  an  approach  to  the  Rappa- 
hannock River,  about  six  miles  below  Fredericksburg.  This  was 
a  dangerous  work,  the  position  being  about  one  mile  and  a  half 
below  the  picket-lines  of  our  army,  and  within  a  few  yards  of  the 
enemy's  lines.  The  work  had  to  be  done  at  night,  the  men  com- 
mencing soon  after  dark  and  quitting  before  daylight,  but  by 
vigorous  efforts  it  was  completed  in  three  nights,  when  the  men 
returned  to  camp.  This  work  was  intended  as  a  blind  to  the  rebels, 
and  a  cover  to  the  movement  which  was  made  by  Burnside  against 
their  lines  a  few  days  afterwards,  known  as  the  "  mud  march. 
which  was  participated  in  by  this  regiment,  the  march  being  one 
of  great  fatigue  and  hardship,  with  barren  results.  After  this, 
the  regiment  returned  to  its  old  camp,  near  White  Oak  Church, 
where  it  remained  until  spring,  engaged   in   drilling   and   other 
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duties.     In  the  latter  part  of  April,  1863,  when  the  army,  then 
under  the  command  of  General  Hooker,  was  put  in  motion,  the 
Twenty-first  moved  with  its  corps  (the  Sixth)  to  the  Rappahannock 
River,  where  a  crossing  was  effected  at  Franklin's  crossing.     On 
the  evening  of  the  2d  of  May,  the  corps  moved  forward  to  attack 
the  rebels,  and  during  that  night  this  regiment  was  engaged,  sup- 
porting the  skirmish  line  in  driving  the  enemy  to  his  entrench- 
ments.    At  daylight  of  the  3d,  the  enemy  having  discovered  oar 
position,  opened  fire  with  musketry  and  artillery,  whereupon  the 
regiment  was  ordered  forward  as  skirmishers.      Four  companies 
were  at  once  deployed  and  moved  out,  supported  by  the  remaining 
companies  of  the  regiment,  and  steadily  drove   the   enemy  to  a 
point  designated  by  the  Commanding  General.     At  about  eleven 
o'clock,  a  charge  was  ordered  along  the  whole  line,  which* resulted 
in  the  capture  of  the  line  of  rebel  redoubts,  seventeen  pieces  of 
artillery,  and  a  number  of  prisoners.     In  this  charge,  the  regiment 
took  part,  behaving  gallantly,  and  receiving  the  commendations  of 
its  Commanding  General  for  its  soldierly  action.     Immediately  on 
getting  possession  of  the  Heights  of  Fredericksburg,    the   troops 
were  moved  forward  in  the  direction  of  Chancellorsville,  where  the 
main  body  of  the  army  was  then  engaged.     After  advancing  about 
four  miles,  the  First  Division  of  the  Sixth  Corps  came  upon  the 
enemy  posted  in  a  thick  pine  wood.     Our  troops  attacked  them  at 
once,  but  were  repulsed  with  severe  loss  in  killed  and  wounded. 
The  Twenty-first  Regiment  then  moved  forward  with  its  brigade  to 
their  support,   and  after  some  desultory  fighting  until  dark,  was 
placed  in  line  of  battle,  facing  Chancellorsville.     At  break  of  day, 
on  the  following  morning,  (the  4th.)  the  enemy  was  found  to  be 
advancing  upon  our  flank,  having  already  taken  possession  of  the 
Heights  captured  by  our  troops  the  day  before,  and  flanking  our 
position.     Orders  were  at  once  given  to  face  the  line  of  battle  from 
front  to  rear,  so  as  to  check  the  advance  of  the  enemy  in  that 
direction — this  duty  devolving  on  the  Third  Brigade,  to  which 
this  regiment  was  attached.     The  latter  was  ordered  to  hold  the 
plank  road,   up  which  the    enemy  was  rapidly  advancing ;    and 
taking  a  commanding  position,  by  a  steady  and  well-directed  fire 
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it  checked  bis  farther  advance,  until  the  whole  brigade  was  brought 
into  proper  position.     Soon  after,  however,  the  enemy  commenced 
to  concentrate  in  strong  force  in  front  of  the  position  held  by  the 
brigade,  it  being  the  extreme  left  of  the  line  of  battle  of  the  Sixth 
Corps,  but  the  position  was  firmly  held.      Little  fighting  was  done 
through  the  day,  except  between  the  skirmish  lines,  but  about  five 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  the  rebels  advanced  in  four  columns  upon 
our  lines  ;  and  now  commenced  the  severest  conflict  in  which  this 
regiment  was  ever  engaged.     General  Thomas  H.  Neil,  the  brigade 
commander,  riding  up  to  Colonel  Yan  Houten,   ordered   him  to 
advance  his  regiment  to  meet  the  charge.      This  was  quickly  done, 
under  a  heavy  fire  of  musketry  and  artillery.     Advancing  about 
one  hundred  yards,  the  regiment  was  ordered  to  halt  and  open  fire, 
which,  being  steady  and  well-directed,  twice  repulsed  the  enemy. 
About  this  time,  however,   the  Twentieth  New  York  Regiment, 
(known  as  Max  Weber's  Regiment,)  on  the  right,  broke  in  confusion 
and  fled  to  the  rear — the  regiment  on  the  left  simultaneously  falling 
back  in  order  under  the  heavy  fire  of  the  rebels  on  their  front — 
thus  exposing  both  flanks  of  the  Twenty-first  to  a  cross-fire  of  the 
enemy,  now  advancing  in  augmented  force  upon  its  front.     The 
position  of  the  regiment  at  this  time  was  critical.      The  bravest 
troops  could  not  long  withstand  this  terrible  cross-fire.     Colonel 
Yan  Houten  fell  mortally  wounded,  and  the  regiment  was  losing 
heavily  in  both  officers  and  men,  and,  accordingly,  General  Neil! 
ordered  it  to  fall  back,  which  it  did,  after  having  maintained  its 
ground  in  the  face  of  a  murderous  fire  for  about  three-quarters  of 
an  hour.      In  falling  back,  the  regiment  became  somewhat  con- 
fused, but  (the  Lieutenant-Colonel,  for  some  unaccountable  reason. 
having  left  the  field  in  the  morning,)  the  Major,  upon  whom  the 
command  now  devolved,  with  the  assistance  of  the  Adjutant  and 
remaining  line  officers,  soon  rallied  the  men,  and  continued  the 
fight  in  good  order  until  darkness  ended  the  conflict.     During  the 
night,  it  re-crossed  the  river  with  the  rest  of  the  corps  at  Banks 
Ford,  about  six  miles  above  Fredericksburg.     In  this  engagement 
the  regiment  lost  heavily,  in  both  officers  and  men,  killed,  woundi  1 
and  prisoners.     Most  of  the  wounded,  among  whom  were  Colonel 
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Van  Iloutenj  Captain  Kendall,  Captain  Schaffle,  Lieutenant  Schaffle, 
and  several  other  officers,  fell  into  the  enemy's  hands.  Colonel 
Van  Houten  was  carried  to  the  rear,  a  distance  of  about  half  a 
mile,  to  a  barn,  where  he  became  utterly  exhausted,  and  it  was 
found  impossible  to  remove  him  further.  Sergeant-Major  George 
W.  Fielder,  of  Jersey  City,  was  left  to  attend  to  his  wants,  but 
during  the  night  the  enemy  occupied  the  ground,  preventing  his 
rescue.  He  died  the  next  morning,  and  was  buried  by  the 
Sergeant-Major,  who,  stating  the  circumstances  of  his  capture  to 
General  Barksdale,  the  rebel  commander,  was  at  once  released  on 
parole.  The  body  of  the  Colonel  was  recovered  in  a  few  days, 
under  flag  of  truce,  and  sent  home  to  Hudson  County  under  a 
proper  guard,  commanded  by  First  Lieutenant  William  D.  W.  C. 
Jones,  of  Company  C,  a  brave  and  efficient  officer,  and  a  bosom 
friend  of  the  deceased.  Colonel  Yan  Houten's  death  was  a  severe 
blow  to  the  regiment,  by  whom  lie  was  warmly  esteemed  as  a  brave 
soldier  and  skillful  commander. 

During  the  engagement,  the  headquarters  wagon  of  General 
Pratt,  commanding  the  Light  Brigade  of  the  army,  having  been 
abandoned  by  his  men,  this  regiment  secured  his  effects,  among 
which  were  all  of  his  valuable  papers.  They  also  secured  several 
mules  laden  with  ammunition,  which,  but  for  their  intervention, 
would  have  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  rebels.  The  men  lost 
nearly  all  their  clothing  and  blankets,  having  unslung  knapsacks 
on  going  into  the  right,  and  not  being  able  to  recover  them  when 
retreating.5 

The  next  day  after  crossing  the  river,  the  regiment  was  ordered 
to  relieve  the  Twentieth  Maine  Eegiment,  guarding  the  telegraph 
lines   from  United  States  Ford   (where   the   main  portion  of  the 

5  A  few  days  after  this  fight,  several  of  the  field  officers  of  the  brigade  were  relating 
to  the  brigade  commander  (General  Thomas  H.  Neill,)  the  manceuvers  of  their  re- 
spective regiments  during  the  engagement;  after  hearing  them,  the  General  replied. 
UI  have  been  through  the  Mexican  and  Indian  Wars,  and  in  all  the  battles  of  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac  up  to  the  present  time,  but  I  never  before  experienced  so  heavy 
an  infantry  fire  as  that  directed  against  the  Twenty-first  New  Jersey  Regiment  during 
the  assault  of  the  rebels  upon  my  lines.  I  have  no  fault  to  find  with  any  regiment  of 
nty  brigade,  but  if  I  had  commanded  four  or  five  regiments  equally  as  teuarious  in 
holding  their  ground  as  the  Twenty-iirst,  the  enemy  would  never  have  broken  my 
lines.1' 
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army  crossed)  to  Falmouth.  This  order  was  received  at  night, 
and  was  at  once  obeyed.      The  night  was  very   dark,  the  rain 

coming  down  in  torrents  and  continuing  to  do  so  for  several  hours 

the  regiment  marching  through  mud  and  water,  half  knee-deep, 
drenched  to  the  skin,  but  successfully  accomplishing  the  task. 
Soon  after  performing  this  duty,  the  regiment  returned  to  its  old 
camping-ground,  near  White  Oak  Church,  where  the  next  three 
weeks  were  spent  in  drilling  and  guard  duties.6 

About  the  first  of  June,  General  Hooker,  discovering  that  Gen- 
eral Lee  was  moving  his  forces  north  towards  Washington,  the 
Sixth  Corps  was  ordered  to  make  a  demonstration  against  his  rear. 
Accordingly,  early  on  the  morning  of  June  3d,  the'  corps  moved 
towards  the  Eappahannock  Kiver,  and  on  the  morning  of  the  4th 
reached  Franklin's  crossing.  Here  the  enemy  was  found  posted 
in  a  strong  position  behind  breastworks.  Arriving  near  the  cross- 
ing, the  Twenty-first,  now  under  the  command  of  Major  Tan 
Buskirk,  was  ordered  forward  as  skirmishers,  the  order  being 
promptly  complied  with,  and  the  line  advanced  to  the  bank.  It 
was  found"  impossible,  however,  to  dislodge  the  enemy  from  h  is 

c  The  following  is  the  report  of  the  brigade  commander  in  reference  to  this  action: 

"Headquarters Third  Brigade,  Second  Division,  » 
Sixth  Army  Corps,  May  7,  ISoo.  > 

"  1  have  the  honor  to  report,  for  the  information  of  the  General  commanding  the 
division,  that  on  the  night  of  May  2d,  I  led  my  brigade  across  the  pontoon  bridge  at 
Mansfield,  on  the  Rappahannock,  about  two  and  a  half  miles  below  Fredericksburg,  and 
posted  two  regiments,  the  Forty-ninth  and  Thirty-third  New  York,  as  pickets  in  front 
of  the  enemy.  At  twelve  o'clock,  midnight,  my  brigade  was  ordered  to  march  along 
the  Bowling  Green  road  towards  Fredericksburg.  Whilst  waiting  to  get  the  road  the 
enemy  attacked  the  left  of  my  picket-line,  held  by  the  Forty-ninth  New  York.  The 
Forty-ninth  repulsed  them  and  held  their  ground.  On  the  morning  of  the  od,  Sunday, 
at  about  ten  o'clock,  a.  m.,  I  was  ordered  to  form  three  regiments  as  the  advance  of  a 
column  of  assault  against  the  heights  on  Mary's  Hill,  back  of  Fredericksburg.  1  led 
the  Thirty-third  New  York,  Twenty-first  New  Jersey  and  Seventh  Maine,  preceded  by 
the  Seventy-seventh  New  York,  who  were  acting  as  skirmishers,  under  a  heavy  fire  <" 
shot  and  shell.  Before  reaching  the  batteries  on  the  hill,  against  which  we  were  di- 
rected, I  found  they  had  already  been  taken  by  our  troops  on  our  right,  and  I  directed 
the  attack  against  the  batteries  on  the  hills  to  our  left,  along  the  Richmond  road.  ^  e 
took  in  succession  four  distinct  detached  earthworks  of  strong  profile.  Wc  captured 
three  pieces  of  artillery,  two  long  brass  guns  and  one  short  howitzer,  and  one  stand  oi 
colors  belonging  to  the  Eighteenth  Mississippi  Regiment,  after  which  we  marched  to 
assist  in  repelling  an  attack  of  the  enemy  along  the  Chancellorsville  road. 

11  On  the  morning  of  the  4th  of  May,  the  enemy  attempted  to  turn  our  rear,  when  I 
led  four  regiments  of  my  brigade  back  towards  Fredericksburg  and  checked  him.  I 
must  not  omit  to  mention,  that  on  the  morning  of  the  4th  instant,  a  brigade  of  rebels 
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strong  position  without  the  use  of  artillery  ;  whereupon  four  bat- 
teries were  posted  in  the  rear  of  the  regiment,  and  having  opened 
arc,  soon  silenced  the  guns  of  the  enemy.  Under  cover  of  this 
united  fire  of  musketry  and  artillery  a  body  of  men  was  thrown 
across  the  river  in  boats  and  carried  the  enemy's  works  at  the  point 
of  the  bayonet,  capturing  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  prisoners. 
In  this  skirmish  the  regiment  lost  one  man  killed — shot  through 
the  head  by  the  enemy's  sharpshooters  while  on  the  skirmish  line. 
lie  was  a  member  of  Company  A,  of  Jersey  City,  and  universally 
beloved  by  the  members  of  his  company. 

This  ended  the  fighting  of  the  Twenty-first.  Soon  after  this 
action  the  regiment  was  ordered  home  to  Trenton,  its  term  of  ser- 
vice having  expired.  Eeaching  Trenton  about  the  15th  of  June, 
it  was  reviewed  by  Governor  Parker,  and  handsomely  entertained 
at  a  public  dinner  given  by  the  citizens  and  presided  over  by  the 
Mayor.  Soon  after  the  regiment  was  mustered  out  of  service  and 
the  men  returned  to  their  homes.  Many  of  them  subsequently 
re-enlisted  in  other  regiments  and  served  during  the  war.  Some  of 
the  companies,  upon  their  return  to  the  localities  in  which  they 
were  raised,  were  handsomely  received  by  the  people.     Company  C 

advanced  to  take  an  earthwork  near  the  plank  road,  which  was  there  occupied  by  our 
troops,  when  two  companies  of  the  Forty-ninth  New  York  and  one  company  of  the 
Seventh  Maine,  supported  by  the  Forty-ninth  New  York,  in  conjunction  with  two 
pieces  of  Lieutenant  Martin's  Battery,  entirely  routed  the  whole  brigade;  and  the 
three  companies  of  infantry  aforc-mentioned  captured  two  hundred  prisoners,  and  the 
colors  of  a  rebel  regiment,  the  Fifty-eighth  Virginia. 

"On  the  evening  of  the  4th  of  May,  about  five  o'clock,  p.  m.,  the  whole  of  Long- 
streets'  rebel  corps  came  up  the  Richmond  road  as  reinforcements,  attacked  my  right 
and  front,  massing  large  numbers  of  his  infantry  in  the  ravines  which  were  held  by  their 
troops.  After  losing  about  one  thousand  men,  I  was  obliged  to  retire,  my  regiments 
being  unable  to  cope  with  the  overpowering  numbers  of  the  enemy,  and  fearful,  lest 
the  position  I  then  held  would  be  captured  by  the  enemy  piercing  our  lines  iu  the 
rear,  between  us  and  Bank's  Ford.  In  the  assault  the  Twentieth  Regiment  New 
^ork  Volunteers,  broke  and  went  to  the  rear — I  could  not  rally  them.  The  other 
regiments  stood  their  ground  nobly  under  a  murderous  lire,  and  by  their  stubborn 
resistance  at  that  time,  I  believe  the  Sixth  Corps  was  enabled  eventually  to  re-cross  the 
K-»ppahannock  at  Banks'  Ford  in  the  night.  Colonel  Van  Houteu,  Twenty-first  New 
Jersey,  was  wounded  on  the  field  of  battle,  and  I  regret  to  say  has  died — a  prisoner  in 
the  hands  of  the  enemy — from  wounds  received  in  battle. 

"I  cannot  close  my  report  without  making  full  and  sincere  acknowledgments  to  the 
brave  officers  and  men  of  the  various  regiments  of  my  command,  who  encountered  the 
enemy  at  these  different  battles.      The  horses  of  both  my  aides  and  my  own  were  shot. 

1 '  With  great  respect, 

""Thomas  H.  Neill." 
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was  given  a  public  reception  and  dinner,  and  the  Major  of  the 
regiment,  and  officers  and  men  of  the  company  were  the  recipients 
of  handsome  gold  and  silver  medals  at  the  hands  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  towns  of  Bergen,  Greenville  and  Bayonne,  from  which 
towns  the  company  was  recruited. 


CHAPTEK    XVI. 

THE     TWENTY-SECOND     REGIMENT. 

The  Twenty-second  Regiment,  composed  almost  exclusively  of 
volunteers  from  the  county  of  Bergen,  was  mustered  into  service 
at  Trenton  on  the  22d  of  September,  1862,1  and  left  for  Washing- 
ton seven  days  later,  arriving  safely  after  some  detentions,  and 
going  into  camp  on  East  Capitol  Hill.  Eemaining  here  for  a  few 
•lays,  it  was  then  moved  to  a  point  about  ten  miles  north  of  George- 
town, where  it  was  employed  in  various  duties,  agreeable  and  other- 
wise, such  as  drills,  labor  upon  the  fortifications  then  in  course  of 
construction,  and  the  like.  About  the  last  of  November,  after 
being  brigaded  with  the  Twenty-ninth,  Thirtieth  and  Thirty -first 
Xew  Jersey,  and  One  Hundred  and  Thirty-seventh  Pennsylvania 
Regiments,,  it  proceeded  by  way  of  Port  Tobacco  to  Liverpool 
Point,  whence  it  crossed,  on  December  5th,  to  Aquia  Creek,  the 
march  being  one  of  great  difficulty,  and  taxing  the  endurance  of 

1  The  original  roster  of  tlie  regiment  was  as  follows  : 

Colonel,  Cornelius  Fornet  ;  Lieutenant-Colonel,  Alexander  Douglass ;  Major,  Abra. 
tarn  G.  Demarest ;  Adjutant,  John  F.  Satterthwait ;  Quartermaster,  Ural  B.  Titus ; 
Surgeon,  Jacob  Quick  ;  Assistant-Surgeons,  Samuel  H.  Jones,  John  E.  Can-;  Chap- 
lain, Abraham  G.  Rycrson.  Company  A — Captain,  Robert  M.  Berry  ;  First  Lieutenant, 
Jacob  Post ;  Second  Lieutenant,  Jacob  Lozier.  Company  B— Captain,  Abraham  Van 
Etabmrgti  ;  First  Lieutenant,  Jacob  Z.  Van  Blarcom ;  Second  Lieutenant,  E.  Z.  Van 
Emburgh.  Company  C—  Captain,  Samuel  D.  Demarest ;  First  Lieutenant,  William  J. 
Demarest ;  Second  Lieutenant,  Joseph  P.  Vrceland.  Company  D — Captain,  John  C. 
Westcrvelt,  First  Lieutenant,  Walter  H.  Rumfey;  Second  Lieutenant,  Nicholas  Colig- 
»un.  Company  E—  Captain,  William  Chippendale;  First  Lieutenant,  William  Drew* 
Second  Lieutenant,  John  Gilham.  Company  ,F— -Captain,  James  M.  Ayres ;  First 
lieutenant,  Joab  Titus ;  Second  Lieutenant,  George  W.  Cubberly.  Company  G — Cap- 
lain,  J  olm  II.  Margermn;  First  Lieutenant,  Richard' II.  Ivory;  Second  Lieutenant, 
William  C.  Vandewater.  Company  2/— Captain,  Daniel  D.  Blauvelt ;  First  Lieutenant, 
George  Kingsland,  Jr. ;  Second  Lieutenant,  Gilbert  D.  Bogert.  Company  I— -Captain, 
Thomas  H.  Swenartcr;  First  Lieutenant,  Joseph  A.  Blauvelt;  Second  Lieutenant, 
iJ.ivid  C.  Blauvelt.  Company  A"— Captain,  Richard  C.  Dey;  First  Lieutenant,  James 
CtirUtic;  Second  Lieutenant,  Albert  Forbush. 

63 
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the  men  to  the  utmost — their  sufferings  being  increased  upon  their 
arrival  by  a  cold  and  pitiless  storm,  which  continued  two  days. 
The  weather  finally  clearing,  the  regiment  was  placed  on  provost- 
duty,  assisting  to  guard  the  line  of  the  Fredericksburg  Railroad, 
and  at  one  time  aiding  in  transferring  the  dead  and  wounded  from 
the  cars  as  they  came  in  from  the  bloody  field  of  Fredericksburg, 
where  Burnside  had  sought  in  vain  to  drive  the  enemy  from  his 
position.  Early  in  January,  1863,  the  regiment  was  ordered  to 
report  to  the  Third  Brigade,  First  Division,  First  Army  Corps, 
and  accordingly  proceeded  to  Belle  Plain,  where  it  remained  for 
some  time.  While  here,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Douglass,  who  had 
been  Acting  Colonel,2  resigned,  and  Abraham  Demarest,  of  Cres- 
kill,  was  appointed  to  the  command,  Abram  Yan  Emburgh  being 
appointed  Lieutenant-Colonel,  and  Samuel  Demarest  Major.  During 
the  winter,  the  regiment  participated  in  the  "Mud  March,"  but 
was  not  otherwise  actively  employed,  except  in  preparations  for 
the  spring  campaign.  At  length,  on  the  28th  of  April,  marching 
orders,  which  had  been  for  some  time  anticipated,  were  received, 
and  the  regiment  broke  camp,  crossing  the  Rappahannock  on  the 
following  day  (with  the  division)  on  the  extreme  left  of  our  line.-, 
some  five  miles  below  Fredericksburg,  and  taking  position  in 
reserve.  Here  it  remained,  without  bringing  on  a  serious  engage- 
ment, though  exposed  at  times  to  a  vigorous  fire,  until  the  2d  of 
May,  when  it  re-crossed  the  river.  During  the  withdrawal,  the  rel  >el 
fire  was  kept  up  with  great  intensity,  and  two  or  three  men  of  the 
regiment  were  wounded.  The  men  now  generally  supposed,  as 
their  term  of  service  had  expired,  that  they  were  to  turn  their  faces 
homeward,  but  in  this  they  were  disapppointed,  the  command  being 
ordered  to  hurry  to  the  relief  of  the  army  still  engaged  in  desperate 
fighting  about  Chancellorsville.  Marching  with  all  possible  expe- 
dition, the  regiment  reached  the  position  to  which  it  was  ordered 
early  on  the  morning  of  the  3d ;  but  though  the  fighting  was  still 
in  progress,  it  was  not  again  called  into  action.  The  army  soon 
after  withdrawing,  the  Twenty-second  returned  to  its  old  position. 

2  Cornelius  Fornct,  who  had  been  elected  Colonel,  did  not  go  out  with  the  regiment, 
and  it  was  consequently  for  sometime  without  a  Colonel,  greatly  to  its  detriment. 
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whence,  a  few  days  subsequently,  it  proceeded  to  Centreville,  and 
was  released  from  service.  Continuing  its  march  to  Washington, 
n  departed  thence  by  rail  for  Trenton,  arriving  there  on  the  22d  of 
Jane,  and  a  few  days  later  being  finally  disbanded,  having  been 
nine  months  in  the  service.  While  its  losses  from  the  casualties  of 
battle  had  been  few,  it  had  suffered  largely  from  sickness  and  dis- 
ease, some  fifty  deaths  in  all  occurring  while  it  was  in  the  field. 
That  it  did  not  achieve  greater  distinction  was  the  result  of  circum- 
stances with  which  it  had  nothing  to  do ;  and  if  its  record  is  brief, 
it  is  at  least  worthy  a  place  in  the  history  of  New  Jersey's  part  in 
the  war  for  the  Union. 


CHAPTER    XVII.': 

THE     TWENTY-THIRD     REGIMENT. 

The  Twenty-third  Regiment  was  raised  in  the  summer  and  fall 
of  1862,  and  was  mustered  into  the  Federal  service  at  Beverly  on 
the  13th  of  September — Company  A,  from  the  city  and  township 
of  Burlington,  being  the  first  to  reach  the  rendezvous,  on  the 
25th  of  August — Company  B  of  Bordentown  mustering  the  same 
evening.1  Leaving  Beverly  September  24th,  the  regiment  pro- 
ceeded to  Washington,  going  into  camp  on  East  Capitol  Hill,  but 
in  a  few  days  after  moving  to  Frederick  City,  Maryland.     Here  it 

1  "  Owing  to  the  scarcity  of  mustering  officers  and  the  large  number  of  troops  ready 
to  muster,  we  were  detained  at  the  rendezvous  from  the  1st,  wThen  we  were  ready,  until 
the  13th  day  of  September,  when  Captain  Royal  of  the  regular  army  made  his  appear- 
ance. Yet  during  the  period  of  this  detention  for  muster,  to  the  honor  of  the  organi- 
zation be  it  recorded,  not  one  case  of  desertion  marred  its  fair  fame,  and  during  tin- 
ten  months  the  regiment  remained  in  service  but  four  cases  of  desertion  are  record*  I 
against  it;  these  men  it  afterward  appeared,  were  misled  by  the  bad  counsel  of  tin- 
men of  older  organizations  in  the  brigade,  and  who  accompanied  them  in  their  mad 
flight  from  duty.  The  whole  party,  undergoing  incredible  hardships  and  exposure, 
were  finally  captured  and  in  punishment  sent  to  the  Dry  Tortugas." — Xotcsafanofil  ■  r. 

The  following  were  the  original  officers  of  the  Twenty-third  Regiment : 
Colonel,  John  S.  Cox;  Lieutenant-Colonel,  George  C.  Brown  ;  Major,  Alfred  Thomp- 
son;   Adjutant,  William  G\   Winans;   Surgeon,  "William  Cook;   Assistant-Surgeon*. 
David  G.  Hctzel,  Robert  W.  Elmer.     Company  A. — Captain,  Francis  W.  Milner;  Fir»£ 
Lieutenant,  Charles  Sibley;  Second  Lieutenant,  Edward  Rigg.     Company  B—  Captain, 
Francis  H.  Higgins;  First  Lieutenant,  Samuel  E.  Brannin;  Second  Lieutenant.  L.  •••• 
Ayres.      Company    G— Captain,    Samuel  Carr;    First  Lieutenant,   Henry  C.    Risd<  ' 
Second  Lieutenant,  George  W.  Severs.     Company  D — Captain,  Reading Newbohl ;  Fi    • 
Lieutenant,  David  R.  Xewbold;  Second  Lieutenant,  Charles  II.  Mclntyre.     £W/«<  -. 
A— Captain,  Augustus  Grober;   First  Lieutenant,  Isaac  Shinn;   Second  Lieutenant, 
Alfred  C.  Seeds.     Company  F— Captain,  Samuel  R.  Smith;  First  Lieutenant,  Jann*  > 
Budd;  Second  Lieutenant,  Elwood  H.  Kirkbride.     Company  G — Captain,  Joseph  !'• 
Ridgway;  First  Lieutenant,  Jacob  Perkins;  Second  Lieutenant,  William  II.  St«»k<* 
Company  H— Captain,  Henry  A.  McCabe;  First  Lieutenant,  David  S.  Root;    S« •••'•'  ■ 
Lieutenant,  James  Carter.     Company  /—Captain,  John  I.  Burnett;  First  Lieut* -•■ 
Robert  M.  Ekins  ;  Second  Lieutenant,  William  Frazcr.     Company  A'— Captain,  \N  '• 
J.  Parmentier;  First  Lieutenant,  Leonard  H.  Ashley ;  Second  Lieutenant,  Samuel 
Downs. 
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remained  until  the  8th  of  October,  when  it  started  for  Bakersville 
10  join  the  First  Jersey  Brigade,  with  which  it  was  ever  after  iden- 

SKETCH  OF  THE  OFFICERS. 

Colonel  John  S.  Cox,  mustered  September  13,  1862,  as  Colonel  of  the  regiment 
f*\v  uo  actual  service.  He  resigned  October  31st,  and  was  succeeded  by  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Heary  O.  Ryerson,  of  the  Second  New  Jersey,  of  whom  a  sketch  is  elsewhere 
jlvtm.  Originally  Captain  of  Company  B,  then  Major  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  of  the 
Second  Regiment,  he  was  sent  to  command  the  Twenty-third  on  its  arrival  at  Cramp- 
ton's  Pass  on  the  31st  of  October,  1S02,  and  commissioned  its  Colonel  on  the  12th  of 
the  month  following.  He  commanded  at  the  first  battle  of  Fredericksburg,  being  under 
lire  with  the  regiment  exactly  one  month  after  the  date  of  his  commission.  On  account 
of  the  short  time  the  Twenty-third  had  to  serve,  he  applied  for  and  received  command 
of  the  Tenth  New  Jersey. 

The  vacancy  caused  by  the  transfer  of  Colonel  Ryerson  was  filled  by  E.  Burd 
drubb,  originally  Second  Lieutenant  of  Compauy  C,  then  first  Lieutenant  of  Company 
I),  Third  New  Jersey.  He  served,  not  without  distinction  on  the  staff  of  General 
Taylor,  being  in  all  the  engagements  in  the  Peninsular  campaign  in  which  that  officer 
j  anticipated.  He  was  sent  to  the  Twenty-third  as  Major  on  the  24th  of  November, 
1h52,  to  fill  the  vacancy  caused  by  the  resignation  of  Major  Thompson,  and  was  pro- 
moted to  the  Lieutenant-Colonelcy  on  December  20, 1862,  on  the  resignation  of  Colonel 
Brown.  Colonel  Grubb  was  the  most  popular  officer  of  the  regiment ;  while  being  a 
•trict  disciplinarian,  almost-  bordering  in  some  particulars  on  the  martinet,  he  still 
managed  to  so  ingratiate  himself  in  the  affections  of  his  command  that  duty  soon  be- 
turne  with  all  a  work  of  love.  In  both  the  battles  in  which  the  regiment  bore  a  not 
undistinguished  part,  he  showed  conspicuous  courage,  not  asking  his  men  to  face  any 
d.mgers  he  was  unwilling  to  share.  It  was  clue  to  him  that  the  right  of  the  regiment* 
when  thrown  into  confusion  by  the  terrible  fire  to  which  it  was  subjected,  was  rallied 
and  led  into  the  thickest  of  the  combat  at  Fredericksburg.  At  Chancellorsville,  always 
at  the  head  of  his  regiment,  mounted  until  his  horse  was  shot  from  under  him,  then  on 
foot,  still  animating  the  men  and  leading  them  on — himself  the  furthest  in  the  front 
and  the  last  to  leave  the  field— seeming  to  bear  a  charmed  life,  he  moved  from  point  to 
point,  calm  and  cool,  the  men  nerved  to  daring  by  his  example,  until  farther  exertion 
oo  longer  availed.  His  influence  on  the  men  of  his  regiment  was  unbounded,  as  will 
be  fully  shown  in  the  history  of  the  incident  at  White  Oak  Church,  Virginia,  on  the 
•>\h  of  June,  1803.  After  the  return  of  the  regiment,  and  their  final  muster-out, 
the" men  came  flocking  back  to  Beverly,  on  account  of  a  rumor  that  Colonel  Grubb  was 
raising  the  Thirty-fourth  Regiment.  He  was  appointed  in  command  of  Post  No.  2, 
Beverly,  and  afterwards  raised  the  Thirty-seventh  New  Jersey,  served  with  it  before 
Petersburg,  and  was  rewarded  by  the  commission  of  "Brigadier-General  by  Brevet" 
for  gallant  conduct. 

The  vacancies  caused  by  the  promotions  of  Colonel  Grubb  were  successively  filled 
■•>'  Captain  F.  W*.  Milucr,  of  Company  A,  these  promotions  being  made  by  virtue  of 
"  niority,  Captain  Milner  being  the  ranking  officer  of  the  line.  This  officer  was  unfor- 
tunately sick  in  the  hospital  at  Washington  during  the  battle  of  Chancellorsville. 

*  he  vacancy  in  the  field  caused  by  the  promotion  of  Major  Milner,  was  tilled  by  the 
*l  [ointment  of  Captain  William  J.  Parmentier,  of  Company  K,  who  received  his  com- 
5  i*Mon  shortly  thereafter.  This  officer  was  of  a  genial  temperament,  and  when  off 
duty  a  leader  in  all  the  hilarity  with  which  the  tedious  hours  of  camp  life  were  eniiv- 
cttcd.  He  acted  with  great  coolness  under  lire,  and  made  a  good  reputation,  especially 
•'  Chancellorsville.  His  company  was  much  exposed  at  Fredericksburg,  and  lost  more 
<"  avlly  than  any  other  in  that  action. 

On  the  22d  of  November,  1802,  Adjutant  Winans  tendered  his  resignation,  and  Licu- 
laiant  Jacob  Perkins,  of  Company  G,  was  selected  to  fill  his  place.  He  did  not  remain 
3  sTeut  while  in  the  service,  and  was  succeeded  by  First  Lieutenant  Samuel  W.  Downs, 
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tified.  Remaining  at  Bakers ville  until  the  30th,  the  regiment 
marched  with  the  brigade  in  the  direction  of  Crampton's  Pass. 

then  of  Company  G — originally  of  Company  K.  This  officer  secured  the  good  feeling 
of  all  the  officers  of  the  regiment  by  his  unfailing  courtesy  and  good  humor.  He  pos- 
sessed a  good  share  of  courage,  and  did  not  falter  in  his  duty  at  Fredericksburg  where 
his  company  was  the  most  exposed.  While  at  Chancellorsville  he  received  honorable 
mention  in  dispatches  for  gallant  conduct.  He  was  afterwards  a  Captain  in  the  Thirty- 
seventh — in  which  regiment  he  bore  as  good  a  reputation  as  he  made  in  the  Twenty- 
third. 

The  Quartermaster,  Abel  H.  Nichols,  was  a  good  officer,  and  afterwards  served  in 
the  same  capacity  in  the  Thirty -fourth  New  Jersey,  with  equal  satisfaction  to  those 
with  whom  he  came  in  contact. 

Surgeon  William  Cook  resigned  early  in  October,  18G2,  and  sometime  thereafter  his 
place  was  filled  by  the  selection  of  Doctor  Luther  C.  Bowlby,  Assistant-Surgeon  of  the 
Fourth  New  Jersey.  This  proved  fortunate  for  the  regiment,  for  though  young  he 
showed  much  medical  and  executive  ability,  and  added  thereto  an  industry  in  the  dis- 
charge of  his  duties  seldom  equalled  by  an  army  Surgeon.  His  assistants.  Doctors 
Hetzel  and  Elmer,  were  both  above  the  average  of  regimental  medical  staffs,  and  to 
this  is  doubtless  attributable  the  fact  that  so  few  comparatively  died — although  sub- 
jected to  very  great  exposure.  Doctor  Hetzel  afterwards  filled  a  similar  position  in 
the  Thirty -fourth,  where  he  gave  general  satisfaction  to  those  who  were  unfortunate 
enough  to  need  the  exercise  of  his  professional  skill. 

In  closing  the  reference  of  the  field  and  staff,  mention  should  be  made  of  the  Sergeant- 
Major,  John  S.  McKce,  This  officer  was  the  most  genial  spirit  of  the  regiment,  and  a 
universal  favorite.  He  was  brave  and  fearless,  and  behaved  well  in  the  two  engage- 
ments in  which  the  regiment  fought,  after  one  of  which  he  received  a  well-earned  pro- 
motion as  Second  Lieutenant  of  Company  C — afterwards  being  made  the  First  Lieute- 
nant of  the  same  company.  His  promotion  was  followed  by  the  appointment  of 
Samuel  Browne,  Jr.,  as  Sergeant-Major,  who  was  also  soon  afterwards  made  Second 
Lieutenant  of  Company  C.  This  officer  behaved  well  at  Chancellorsville,  leading  and 
rallying  his  company. 

After  the  promotion  of  Captain  Milner,  Lieutenant  Paul  R.  Hambrick  was  selected 
to  command  Company  A.  He  came  from  the  same  company  of  the  First  New  Jersey, 
and  was  the  best  company  clerk  in  either  regiment.  He  led  his  men  with  courage  at 
Chancellorsville,  and  was  severely  wounded  in  the  onset  by  buck  and  ball  in  the  abdo- 
men, from  which  he  never  fully  recovered.  He  served  afterwards  in  the  Veteran  Re- 
serve Corps,  and  for  some  time  was  Provost  Marshal  of  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Captain  Higgins,  of  Company  B,  resigned  some  time  in  December,  1862,  and  was  suc- 
ceeded by  Samuel  E.  Brannin,  the  First  Lieutenant  of  the  company.  On  his  resigna- 
tion being  accepted  he  was  succeeded  by  Edward  E.  Kirkbride  who  succeeded  Brannin 
as  First  Lieutenant — and  who  was  selected  to  fill  the  vacancy  in  the  Captaincy. 

Captain  Samuel  Carr  being  severely  wounded  in  the  foot  at  Fredericksburg,  resigned 
on  account  of  the  disability,  and  was  succeeded  by  George  W.  Severs,  at  first  Second, 
and  afterwards  First  Lieutenant  of  the  company. 

Captain  Reading  Ncwbold,  of  Company  D,  was  slightly  wounded  at  Chancellorsville, 
but  re-joined  the  regiment  in  time  to  be  mustered  out  at  Beverly. 

Captain  Augustus  G  robler,  of  Company  E,  resigned  some  time  in  January  1802,  and  wa* 
succeeded  by  Harry  A.  Coursen,  a  good  officer.  Captain  Courscn  came  from  the  Seventh 
New  Jersey,  in  which  regiment  he  was  a  First  Lieutenant.  Captain Grobler afterward* 
went  out  as  Second  Lieutenant  of  Company  C,  Thirty-fourth  New  Jersey,  was  ap- 
pointed First  of  Company  H,  and  held  several  commands  of  Post-Quartermaster  while 
present  with  his  regiment  in  Alabama. 

Captain  Samuel  B.  Smith  was  slightly  wounded  at  Chancellorsville— re-joining  tLe 
regiineut  at  Beverly,  New  Jersey. 
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Here  the  Colonel  (Cox,)  was  relieved  from  command,  and  Lieute- 
nant-Colonel H.  0.  Eyerson,  of  the  Second,  was  placed  in  charge 

Captain  Joseph  R.  Ridgway  was  a  brave  and  gallant  officer,  and  lost  his  life  at  Fred- 
ericksburg December  i3,  1S62,  just  as  his  military  life  was  commencing.  He  was 
wounded  by  a  Minie  ball  which  struck  him  above  the  temple,  and  probably  killed  him 
Instantly.    He  was  succeeded  by  Henry  C.  Risdon  of  Company  C. 

Captain  Henry  A.  McCabe  resigned  immediately  after  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg. 
The  vacancy  caused  by  his  resignation  was  finally  filled  by  Forrester  L.  Taylor,  who 
was  originally  a  private  of  Company  A,  and  was  the  only  instance  of  so  rapid  promo- 
tion to  be  found  in  the  history  of  the  regiment.  He  was  appointed  Second  Sergeant  of 
his  company  September  13,  1862,  First  Sergeant  November  19th,  Second  Lieutenant 
of  Company  G,  for  services  at  Fredericksburg,  December  13th,  First  Lieutenant  of 
Company  D,  February  14,  1803,  and  Captain  of  Company  H,  for  services  at  Chancellors- 
ville — in  which  action  he  was  mentioned  in  dispatches  for  gallant  conduct,  and  has  since 
been  awarded  the  rank  of  Major,  by  brevet,  United  States  Volunteers.  This  officer  after- 
wards was  appointed  Adjutant  on  Colonel  Grubb's  Staff  at  Post  No.  2,  Beverly,  in 
August  1S63,  and  was  mustered  in  as  Captain  of  Company  H,  Thirty-fourth  New  Jer- 
sey Volunteers,  serving  in  that  organization  until  February,  1S65. 

Captain  Burnett  of  Company  I,  retained  the  command  of  his  company  until  it  was  # 
mustered  out  of  the  service. 

Captain  Parmentier  being  promoted  to  the  Majority  was  succeeded  by  Lieutenant  L. 
H.  Ashley,  and  the  vacancy  was  filled  by  First  Sergeant  George  W.  Arbuckle,  who  after, 
wards  was  commissioned  in  the  Third  Cavalry. 

First  Lieutenant  Charles  Sibley  of  Company  A — and  who  justly  merited  promotion 
to  the  Captaincy  of  his  company  upon  the  removal  of  Captain  Milner  to  the  field — was 
one  of  the  most  brave  and  gallant  officers  in  the  regiment.  His  coolness  was  well  dis- 
played at  Fredericksburg  where  he  well  earned  the  promotion  denied  him.  His  cool- 
ness and  bravery  were  equally  displayed  at  Chancellorsville  where  he  laid  his  life  on 
the  altar  of  his  country — the  country  he  loved  with  his  whole  heart.  He  was  originally 
a  private  of  Company  B,  of  the  old  Fourth  (three  months')  Regiment. 

First  Lieutenant  David  R.  Newbold  of  Company  D,  was  taken  sick  in  camp  at  White 
Oak  Church,  Virginia,  after  the  return  of  the  regiment  from  Fredericksburg,  and  soon 
afterwards  his  death  was  reported,  the  vacancy  being  filled  by  Second  Lieutenant  Tay- 
lor, of  Company  G. 

First  Lieutenant  Isaac  Shinn  of  ComT>auy  D,  resigned  on  account  of  disability,  and 
was  succeeded  by  Second  Lieutenant  Samuel  L.  Wright,  of  Company  C. 

First  Lieutenant  James  S.  Budd,  of  Company  F,  though  not  a  superior  officer,  was  a 
brave  and  honorable  man,  who  was  always  prepared  to  do  his  duty  as  he  understood  it. 
He  behaved  well  at  Fredericksburg,  in  which  action  he  was  severely  wounded  in  the 
foot.  He  also  behaved  with  distinguished  bravery  at  Chancellorsville,  in  which  action  • 
he  lost  his  life,  at  the  head  of  his  men.  He  was  greatly  liked  as  a  man,  and  was  very 
quiet  and  unpretending  in  his  manners. 

Second  Lieutenant  Edward  Rigg,  of  Company  A,  was  promoted  to  be  First  Lieute- 
nant of  Company  G  in  the  latter  part  of  November  1862,  the  vacancy  in  Company  A 
being  filled  by  the  appointment  of  Howard  II.  Goldsmith,  a  private  of  Company  B, 
Third  New  Jersey,  then  on  duty  as  clerk  at  Brigade  Headquarters.  He  did  not  join 
the  regiment,  but  was  appointed  on  the  statf  of  General  Torbcrt,  and  continued  on 
duty  at  Brigade  Headquarters.  He  was  afterwards  promoted  to  First  Lieutenancy  in 
the  Tenth  New  Jersey,  still  filling  the  position  of  Statf  Officer. 

On  the  resignation  of  Charles  II.  Mclntyre,  Second  Lieutenant  of  Company  D,  the 
vacancy  was  filled  by  the  appointment  of  Sydney  H.  McCarter,  a  Sergeant  of  Company 
B,  Second  New  Jersey.  This  young  officer  lost  his  life  and  gained  an  enviable  reputa- 
tion for  bravery  and  daring  at  Chancellorsville.  He  was  killed  while  leading  his  com- 
pany, after  his  Captain  had  been  wounded  slightly  and  left  the  field. 
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of  the  regiment.  While  halting  here,  and  during  the  week  follow- 
ing, the  regiment  was  weakened  by  sickness  and  other  causes 
Kesuming  the  march  on  November  1st,  the  command  two  days 
after  crossed  the  Potomac,  and  pushing  forward,  on  the  Oth  en- 
camped near  New  Baltimore,  having  during  the  march  suffered 
greatly  from  exposure.  Here  the  regiment  remained  for  some  time, 
and  was  for  the  most  part  quite  comfortable.  While  here  Major 
Thompson  and  Adjutant  Winans  left  the  regiment — Lieutenant 
Perkins,  of  Company  Gr,  being  promoted  to  the  place  of  the  latter. 
General  Burnside  having  assumed  command  of  the  army,  the 
brigade  on  the  16th  broke  camp  and  proceeded  to  Catlett's  Station,- 
thence  movinsr  to  Stafford  Court  House,  where  it  remained  a  fort- 
night,  drilling  actively  in  preparation  for  the  struggle  which  was 
felt  to  be  imminent.  While  here,  Lieutenant  E.  Burd  Grubb 
was  commissioned  Major  and  joined  the  regiment,  moving  with  it 
on  the  3d  of  December  in  the  direction  of  Falmouth.  As  the  corn- 
Second  Lieutenant  Richard  J.  Wilson,  of  Company  H,  was  appointed  from  Company 
B,  Second  New  Jersey,  in  which  regiment  he  had  attracted  the  attention  of  his  command- 
ing officer,  then  Lieutenant-Colonel  Ryerson.  He  was  a  quiet,  unostentatious,  steadr 
officer,  and  behaved  with  more  than  ordinary  bravery  at  Chancellorsville,  in  which 
action  he  was  wounded  three  times,  twice  before  he  attempted  to  leave  the  field.  The  third 
time  he  was  struck,  he  had  his  leg  broken  just  above  the  ankle,  and  was  found  by  bis 
comrades  and  carried  off  the  field  during  the  retreat.  His  company  sustained  heavier 
loss  than  any  other  in  the  regiment  in  this  action.  He  received  honorable  mention  ia 
dispatches  for  gallant  conduct,  and  though  he  never  fully  recovered  from  his-woimd*. 
afterwards  served  in  the  Veteran  Reserve  Corps. 

Second  Lieutenant  Edward  L.  Dobbins,  of  Company  I,  appointed  from  Quartermaster- 
Sergeant,"  and  filled  that  position  until  the  regiment  was  mustered  out.  He  was  appointc  \ 
to  fill  the  vacancy  caused  by  the  resignation  of  Second  Lieutenant  William  Frazer. 

Promotions  from  tue  Enlisted  Men. 

Private  F.  L.  Taylor,  of  Company  A,  to  be  Major  by  brevet  in  United  States  Volunteer*. 

Private  Samuel  Browne,  Jr.,  of  Company  A,  to  be  First  Lieutenant. 

Sergeants  George  W.  Arbuckle,  of  Company  II,  Edward  L.  Dobbins,  of  Company  J 
William   Holernan,   of  Company  I,   Benjamin    R.    Haines,  of  Company  E,  Charles  II 
Southrcick,   of  Company  B,  Michael  F.  Smith,  of  Company   1>,  William   C.   Stoke:1,  <-■; 
Company  G-,  to  be  Second  Lieutenants. 

Sergeants  John  F.  McKee,  of  Company  A,  Samuel  L.  Wright,  of  Company  C,  •• 
be  First  Lieutenants. 

Promotions  prom  other  Regiments. 

Private  II.  H.  Goldsmith,  Compauy  B,  Third  Regiment,  to  be  Second  Lieutenant. 

Corporal  It.  J.  Wilson,  Company  B,  Second  Regiment,  to  be  Second  Lieutenant. 

Sergeant  S.  II.  McCarter,  Company  B,  Second  Regiment,  to  be  Second  Lieutenant. 

Second  Lieutenant  E.  Burd  Grubb,  Company  C,  Third  Regiment,  to  be  Colonel. 

Lieutenant  II.  A.  Coursen,  Compauy  I,  Seventh  Regiment,  to  be  Captain. 

First  Lieutenant  P.  It.  Ilambrick,  Company  A,  First  Regiment,  to  be  Captain. 

Captain  Henry  0.  Ryerson,  Company  B,  Second  Regiment,  to  be  Colonel. 
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.u.ind  approached,  on  the  10th,  the  banks  of  the  Kappahannock, 
ihe  booming  of  cannon  announced  the  proximity  of  the  enemy. 
and  soon  the  order  came  to  halt  and  prepare  for  action.     It  was 
not,  however,  until  the  morning  of  the  12th,  that  the  regiment 
crossed  the  river  below  Fredericksburg,  and,  forming  on  the  plain, 
in  front  of  the  enemy,  moved  forward  to  assail  his  position.  .  Ad- 
vancing in  good  order,  and  bravely  surmounting  the  obstacles  in 
its  way,  the  regiment*  as  it  became  exposed  to  the  fire  of  the 
rebels,  was  ordered  to  seek  shelter,  but  this  could  not  easily  be 
obtained,  and  accordingly,  some  two  hours  later,  the  position  was 
changed,  the  men  finally  finding  protection  for  the  night  in  a  deep 
ravine.2    On  the  morning  of  the  13th,  after  climbing  the  sides  of 
the  protecting  bluff,  and  re-forming  on  the  open  plain,  the  regi- 
ment was  advanced  with  the  brigade,  taking  position  in  a  corn- 
field,  where  it   remained   until   three   o'clock   in    the   afternoon, 
exposed   to   the   fire   of  the   enemy's    batteries,   but  fortunately 
escaping  loss.     Towards  evening,  under  orders  of  General  Brooks, 
the  regiment  again  changed  position,  with  a  view  of  supporting 
the  line  already  in  action,  and  the  left  wing  soon  became  engaged. 
The  battle  at  other  parts  of  the  field  had  now  raged  furiously  for 
hours.     General  Bayard  had  fallen  ;  Colonel  Hatch,  of  the  Fourth 
Hegiment,  had  been  killed ;  the  Fifteenth  Eegiment  had  suffered 
heavy  loss,  and  the  wounded  in  large  numbers  drifted  back  from 
the  field ;  the  Fourth  and  Fifteenth  were  being  driven — the  enemy 
pressing  confidently  forward.     The  six  companies  of  the  Twenty - 
thnKJ  advancing,  lost  heavily  at  every  step ;  but  still  the  right 
wing  was  inactive.     Where  were  the  officers?     Supine,  listless,  or 
worse,  they  left  the  men  to  huddle  helplessly  together,  until  Major 
(afterwards  Colonel)  Grubb,  appearing  upon  the  scene,  rallied  and 
ied  them  forward  to  meet  the  enemy.     The  latter,  however,  was 

:  "  Before  the  desired  shelter  was  reached  a  piece  of  shell  took  effect  in  the  arm  of  a 
nictnber  of  Company  A,  inflicting  a  serious  wound  from  which  he  never  fully  recov- 
**r^d.  In  this  little  affair  we  had  an  instance  of  the  coolness  of  Colonel  Ryersoa. 
"bile  seated  on  his  horse  a  solid  shot  that  had  nearly  spent  its  force,  passed  in  a  line 
*ith  him,  so  close  that  his  life  was  saved  only  by.  his  throwing  himself  flat  on  his 
«ors(fp  neck,  and  fell  with  a  dull  thump  in  the  blulf  behind  him.  He  reached  down 
•Tom  his  saddle  without  dismounting,  recovered  his  cap,  and  then  sat  composedly  in 
a-*  saddle  awaiting  further  orders." — Notes  of  an  officer. 
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prepared  for  the  movement,  and  at  once  poured  a  withering  fire 
into  the  ranks  of  the  Jerseymen.  Presently,  as  the  right  deepened 
in  intensity  and  spirit,  a  battery  moved  up  to  the  left  of  the  line. 
and  opening  fire  with  grape,  swept  great  gaps  in  the  ranks,  at  first 
staggering,  and  then  compelling  the  precipitate  withdrawal  of  the 
regiment  to  the  original  line.  The  enemy  still  keeping  up  his 
cannonade,  the  command  marched  back  in  the  dusk  of  the  evening 
to  its  old  positiou  in  the  corn-field,  where  it  "remained  until  relieve'! 
on  the  following  day.  The  total  loss  of  the  regiment,  in  this 
engagement,  was  three  officers  and  fifty-seven  men  killed  and 
wounded.  Among  the  killed  was  Captain  Joseph  K.  Kidgway,  of 
Company  G,  and  among  the  wounded  Captain  Samuel  Carr,  of 
Company  C,  and  Lieutenant  James  S.  Budd,  of  Company  F.  The 
regiment  was  highly  commended  for  its  steadiness  in  action,  and 
the  elan  with  which  it  advanced,  under  a  heavy  fire,  to  the  position 
assigned  it.  hi  fact,  it  gave  proof  in  this  engagement  that  its 
materiel  was.  as  good  as  that  of  any  of  the  regiments  with  which 
it  was  associated,  and  from  that  day  forward  the  Twenty-third 
was  admitted  into  the  fullest  confidence  of  the  already  battle- 
beaten  men  of  the  First  Brigade.  Two  promotions  from  the 
ranks  date  from  this  action,  namely,  Sergeant-Major  John  F. 
McKee  to  be  Second  Lieutenant  of  Company  C,  and  First  Sergeant 
Forrester  L.  Taylor,  the  junior  First  Sergeant  of  the- regiment,  to 
be  Second  Lieutenant  of  Company  G. 

The  regiment  slept  soundly  on  the  field  of  battle,  until  relieve-h 
as  already  stated,  on  the  following  morning,  when  the  men  were 
relieved  in  platoons,  and  fell  back  to  the  shelter  of  the  bluff,  where 
the  line  was  re-formed  and  marched  to  the  old  place  of  bivouac. 
Here  the  command  remained  until  the  night  of  the  15th,  when, 
with  the  brigade,  it  re-crossed  the  river,  and  on  the  16th  encamps  i 
out  of  reach  of  the  rebel  fire — on  the  20th  reaching  White  Oak 
Church,  and  going  into  winter-quarters. 

The   winter  passed  without   any  event  of  interest,  beyond   : 
participation    in    the    "Mud    March/'      The    hardships   of   t:. 
famous  march  occasioned  the  loss  of  a  number  of  men  in  ihi-\  - 
in  other  regiments,  and  its  effect  in  other  respects  was  for  a  U»- 
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-,. ist  depressing.3     But  with  the  accession  of  General  Hooker  to 
',  .e  supreme  command,  and  the  introduction  of  needed  reforms  in 
■,  .-'sanitary  and  commissary  departments  of  the  army,  confidence 
•km  gradually  restored,  and  with  the  dawn  of  spring,  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Potomac  was  again  prepared,  if  not  eager,  for  active 
operations.     Hooker,  no  less  eager  to  grapple-  with  the  foe,  late  in 
April  ordered  a  forward  movement,  and  the  Twenty-third,  with  the 
rest  of  the  brigade,  at  once  moved  out  from  its  camp — on  the  29th 
crossing  the  Rappahannock,4  three   miles  below   Fredericksburg, 
and  taking  position  in  the  line  of  rifle-pits.     Here  it  remained  until 
the  morning  of  the  3d  of  May,  when,   the  remainder  of  the  corps 
having  crossed,  and  Sedgwick  being  urged  to  advance  to  the  relief 
of  Ilooker  at  Chancellorsville,  the   whole  force  advanced  to  the 
assault  of  the  Heights  held  by  the   enemy.      Moving  up  to  the 
front,  the  men  of  the  Twenty-third  at  first  lay  down  on  the  ground. 
ihe  artillery  playing  over  their  heads,  but  in  a  short  time,  led  lrv 
t!ie  Colonel,  moved  by  the  left  flank  to  the  extreme  left  of  the 
position,  where  they  were  stationed  as  a  support  to  the  Fifteenth 
Ilegiment,   which  was  ordered  to  deploy  as  skirmishers  on   the 
extreme  front.     Here,  says  one  who  participated  in  the  engagement. 
the  men  at  once  became  exposed  to  a  shower  of  missiles,  and  all 

M  This  expedition  that  terminated  so  ingloriously  occasioned  us  the  loss  of  a  great 

a«ny  men.    Our  scanty  hospital  accommodations  were  tried  to  the  utmost,  and  num- 

rs  of  the  sick  were  forwarded  to  "Washington,  while  many  of  our  dead  were  cou- 

'  -r!K-d  to  the  earth.    So  numerous  became  the  deaths  that  eracker-boxes,  our  only 

umber,  could  not  be  emptied  fast  enough  to  furnish  the  thin  shells  to  enclose  these 

•  ->r  wrecks  of  humanity.     The  severity  of  the  weather  added  much  to  the  sufferings 

•  t  tijo.se  forwarded  to  Washington,  several  of  whom  had  the  misfortune  to  have  added 

: "  *cn  limbs  to  their  already  almost  unbearable  physical  suffering.     The  awful  state  of 
'•"•■  roads,  I  doubt  not,  jolted  out  the  last  flickering  of  life  from  the.  disease-stricken  . 
» •  i'»e  of  many  a  poor  fellow  that  careful  nursing  and  comforts  of  a  home  would  have 
1  »*«d  from  the  stern  clutches  of  death." — Xotcs  of  an  officer. 

*4  Upon  reaching  our  old  crossing  place  and  without  waiting  as  before  to  establish 

";<lgesf  the  gallant  One  Hundred  and  Nineteenth  Pennsylvania  was  thrown  into 

l!-»  and  under  cover  of  Hcxamer's  Battery  (those  stern  old  Jersey  guns,  that  were 

•  »ya  ready  to  speak  to  the  enemy,)  made  a  landing  in  the  face  of  a  severe  lire  of  the 
'  "-':ny,  charged  up  the  steep  banks,  captured  all  in  the  rille-pits  and  made  easy  work 

•  "  the  rest  of  us.     We  were  hastily  crowded  into  boats  and  rowed  across,  debarking 
|  -  i  forming  into  line;  then  climbing  the  precipitous  bluff  before  us,  we  were  again 

^  to  face  with  the  enemy.     Here  we  lay  for  several  days,  each  army  watching  the 
11 «"  with  unceasing  vigilance;  but  with  the  exception  of  the  frequent  crack  of  the 
•'•  on  the  skirmish  line  and  the  occasional  whistle  of  a  shell  from  some  anxious  bat- 
*"r/  on  the  Heights  beyond,  all  was  quiet."-— Notes  uf   n  officer. 
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the  horrors  of  desperate  battle  were  revealed  to  view.     Soon  the 
terrible  fire  of  the  enemy  began  to  take  effect  in   the   ranks — 
Captain   Severs,   of  Company  C,  being   badly   wounded,    and   a 
number  of  the  men  more  or  less  seriously  injured.     On  the  right, 
the  storming  party  was  seen  steadily  advancing  up  the  Heights ; 
and  soon,  breaking  into  a  run,  the  whole  line  swept  over  the 
works,  and  turning  the  guns  upon  the  flying  rebels,  commanded 
Fredericksburg  and  the  Heights.     The  enemy  thus  driven  from 
his  position,  the  Twenty-third,  with  the  brigade,  was  ordered  to 
advance,  and  moving  rapidly  through  Fredericksburg,  proceeded 
some  three  miles  along  the  plank  road  in  the  direction  of  Chan- 
cellorsville,  steadily  pushing  the  enemy  before  them  until  Salem 
Church  was  reached.     A  few  rods  behind  this  building,  the  main 
body  of  the  rebels  were  preparing  to  make  a  stand — the  church 
itself  being  converted  into  a  sort  of  fortress  and  pierced  with  loop- 
holes.    "  Here,"  writes  an  officer  of  the  Twenty -third,  "  our  skir- 
mishers found  it  impossible  to  advance,  and  a  charge  being  again 
ordered,  we  passed  over  the  skirmish  line,  climbed  a  fence,  and 
threw  ourselves  into  the  woods  beyond  and — a  perfect  hell  of  bul- 
lets.    Here,  owing  to  the  confusion  of  crossing  the  fence,  and  the 
prevailing   noise,  a  misapprehension  of  orders   occurred,  causing 
some  delay,  but  General  Brooks,  apprised  of  the  circumstance, 
promptly  set  us  right,  and  at  the  command  '  charge,'  the  regiment 
pressed  forward  with  cheers,  up  to  the  very  walls  cf  the  church 
from  which  our  men  had  been  picked  off  with  unerring  aim.     The 
One  Hundred  and  Sixteenth  New  York  was  on  our  left,  with  the 
Eighty-fifth  Pennsylvania   on  its  flank.     The   charge   was   soou 
checked,  but  the  fight  continued,  the  rebels  meeting  us  with  un- 
yielding front,  and  answering  our  cheers  with   yells  of  defiance. 
The  carnage  was  dreadful,  our  men  falling  rapidly.     At  length  the 
extreme  left  began  to  give  way  and  Zouave  uniforms  to  mingte 
with  our  line.     Still,  however,  other  portions  of  the  line  continued 
to  fight  on,  General  Bartlett,  covered  with  a  gorgeous  uniform  which 
offered  a  shining  mark  for  rebel  bullets,  spurring  his  horse  up  to 
the  extreme  front,  and  cheering  us  on  as  he  passed  to  the  fruut 
where  the  gallant  Upton  was  holding  his  men  steadily  to  their 
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work.  Bat  it  was  all  in  vain.  Flesh  and  blood  could  not  stand 
the  storm  of  bullets;  the  gallant  ISTew  Yorkers  were  gradually 
forced  back,  and  we  were  soon  inextricably  mingled  in  one  con- 
futed mass  of  fugitives  over  whom  it  was  impossible  to  exert  any 
control  whatever.  The  officers  used  their  utmost  exertions  to  rally 
the  men,  threatening  and  exhorting,  but  both  were  alike  unavailing ; 
those  willing  to  make  a  stand  were  borne  back  by  the  current,  and 
for  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  mile  the  rout  was  headlong  and  complete. 
Then  a  rally  was  made  without  reference  to  regimental  formation, 
a  line  was  formed,  and  a  stand  made,  but.  only  to  be  again  broken. 
A  second  time,  half  a  mile  from  the  battle-field,  the  line  was  formed, 
and,  after  a  sharp  struggle,  was  finally  held,  the  rebels  falling  back. 
It  was  now  nearly  dark ;  the  officers  were  busily  engaged  in  re- 
forming the  regiments;  pickets  were  soon  thrown  out  and  regi- 
ments detailed  to  hold  the  line,  the  remainder  meanwhile  retiring 
still  further  to  seek  needed  repose. 

"  On  the  following  morning,  the  4th,  we  fell  back,  with  batteries 
in  line  of  battle  and  infantry  in  support,  ready  for  the  coming 
light.  All  day  we  lay  here,  our  part  of  the  line  not  being  attacked 
until  late  in  the  afternoon,  when  a  fierce  assault  was  made,  with 
which,  however,  we  had  nothing  to  do.  In  this  assault,  the  enemy 
suffered  terribly  from  our  guns,  his  line  seeming  to  melt  away 
before  their  discharges  until  nothing  was  left.  Just  before  dark, 
one  company  from  each  regiment  was  ordered  to  be  deployed  as 
skirmishers  and  thrown  out  one  hundred  yards  in  advance  of  the 
line.  This  detail  was  intended  to  be  sacrificed,  if  necessary,  to  the 
safety  of  the  corps,  for,  just  after  dark,  orders  to  begin  the  retreat 
were  given.  The  Twenty-third  was  among  the  regiments  honored 
with  this  detail  as  rear-guard.  After  the  rest  of  the  corps  had 
proceeded  the  required  distance,  we  saw  the  artillery  which  had 
been  stationed  with  us,  limber  up  and  go  to  the  rear  at  a  round 
trot,  disappearing  presently  from  view.  At  length,  our  orders 
came,  and  at  a  double-quick  we  moved  from  the  field.  Once  we 
were  halted,  deployed,  and  preparations  made  for  a  combat  in  the 
dark,  but  the  rebels  gave  up  the  pursuit,  being  probably  fearful  of 
&tt  ambuscade,  when  our  headlong  retreat  was  resumed  and  con- 
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tinued  until  we  arrived  in  the  vicinity  of  United  States  Ford! 
Here  the  enemy  came  up  with  us,  and  during  the  remainder  of  the 
night  maintained  a  desultory  fire,  but  without  any  serious  effect. 
So  exhausted  were  the  men  on  their  arrival  at  the  Ford  that  they 
threw  themselves  on  the  ground  without  shelter  or  blankets,  and 
were  almost  immediately  asleep. 

"  Just  at  dawn,  on  the  5th,  we  crossed  the  river,  and  about  eight 
o'clock  halted  for  rest,  still  in  full  view  of  the  enemy,  who  soon 
opened  fire,  continuing  it  until  noon — happily  without  inflicting 
any  damage.  Late  in  the  afternoon,  we  received  orders  to  return 
to  the  river  bank,  to  prevent  the  capture  or  burning  of  the  pontoon 
boats,  which,  though  swung  to  our  side,  it  was  impossible  to 
remove  from  the  water,  owing  to  the  sharp  pursuit  of  the  enemy. 
Soon  after  taking  position,  rain  began  to  fall,  continuing  during 
the  entire  night,  and  gradually  increasing  in  volume  until  it 
seemed  a  very  deluge.  The  men,  of  course,  suffered  the  greatest 
discomfort,  but  with  the  morning  the  storm  ceased,  and  a  regiment 
appearing  to  relieve  us,  we  marched  to  our  starting  point,  whence, 
on  the  following  day,  we  proceeded  to  White  Oak  Church,  in  the 
vicinity  of  which  we  encamped,  and  for  a  brief  season  were  per- 
mitted to  rest.5 

"On  the  last  day  of  May  we  went  out  for  a  final  tour  of  picket- 
duty,  returning  to  camp  on  the  3d  of  June.  All  thought  was  now 
turned  homeward,  and  we  were  in  hourly  expectation  of  receiving 

3  The  following  is  the  ollicial  report  of  the  regimental  action  in  this  movement : 

"I  have  the  houor  to  report  that  my  regiment  left  camp  near  White  Oak  Chureh  :-t 
three  o'clock,  p.  m.,  April  2Sth,  and  bivouacked  upon  the  bank  of  the  Rappahannock. 
■which  we  crossed  at  daylight  on  the  morning  of  the  29th.  My  regiment  was  deployed 
on  the  front  at  sunrise  on  the  29th,  relieving  the  One  Hundred  and  Twenty-first  Xe« 
York. 

** On  Thursday  the  regiment  was  relieved;  nothing  special  occurred  on  Friday  i*r 
Saturday. 

"  On  Sunday,  the  od  of  May,  I  was  again  ordered  to  the  front,  and  had  one  officer 
and  two  men  wounded  from  shells.  About  noon  was  ordered  to  follow  the  brigade, 
and  marched  through  Fredericksburg  and  about  three  miles  out  upon  the  plank  road, 
when  I  was  again  ordered  to  the  front,  to  support  the  Second  New  Jersey  Volun- 
teers, skirmishing.  As  soon  as  my  regiment  emerged  from  the  woods,  I  was  opened 
upon  by  a  battery  posted  in  the  road,  the  second  shot  from  which  wounded  an  oilie<  r 
and  killed  a  man.  Under  the  immediate  orders  of  General  Brooks,  I  advanced,  keep 
ing  but  a  few  paces  in  the  rear  of  the  skirmishers,  and  came  upon  the  enemy  posted  i- 
a  thick  wood,  and  in  a  brick  church.    The  nature  of  the  ground  was  such  that  my  Hih 
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.>!\iers  to  march  for  Washington.  But  hardly  had  we  returned 
j'nin  picket,  when  it  was  rumored  that  we  were  again  to  be  sent 
across  the  Eappahannock.  At  first  this  was  deemed  incredible 
but  finally  the  inevitable  '  three  days'  cooked  rations'  were  pre- 
wired and  orders  came  to  march  at  daylight  the  following  day. 
Then  the  mutterings  of  discontent  broke  into  open  violence,  and 
threats  of  stacking  arms  were  freely  made.  Early  in  the  after- 
noon, the  officers  being  assembled  at  Colonel  Grubb's  tent,  he  told 
u.s  that  the  prospects  of  a  mutiny  had  assumed  such  proportions 
that  he  could  no  longer  refuse  to  take  cognizance  of  it — that  he 
expected  firmness  on  the  part  of  tbe  officers,  and  that  they  v/ould 
sustain  him  in  the  fullest  manner  In  the  discharge  of  his  duty  in 
the  premises.  He  directed  that  when  the  assembly  sounded,  the 
men  should  be  formed  without  arms  and  marched  to  the  parade 
ground,  there  to  be  formed  in  hollow  square,  faced  inwards,  where- 
upon he  would  enter  and  address  tliem.  This  was  done,  the  men 
being  for  the  most  part  sullen,  some  almost  violent  as  they  marched 
to  the  ground.  Colonel  Grubb  entered  and  after  alluding  to  the 
trouble,  called  their  attention  to  the  noble  name  the  regiment  had 
gained  on  hard-fought  fields,  said  it  was  his  duty  to  care  for  and 
keep  untarnished  this  high  reputation,  and  asked  the  men  how  they 
eould  meet  their  mothers,  wives  and  sweethearts,  when  the  hooting 
rabble  should  tell  them  they  had  twice  been  beaten  by  the  enemy 
and  the  third  time  were  afraid  to  meet  them  ?  The  appeal  touched 

*o*  somewhat  broken  upon  entering-  the  woods,  nevertheless  my  men  engaged  the 
<  neray  with  great  spirit. 

"Together  with  Colonel  Upton,  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Twenty-first  New  York, 
-'^mediately  upon  my  left,  I  made  several  efforts  to  drive  the  enemy  from  their  posi- 
Hon  in  and  around  the  church,  but  (such  was  the  severity  of  their  fire)  without  suc- 

*  *s;  and  several  regiments  upon  my  left  giving  way,  1  was  compelled  to  fall  back. 

"  tpon  emerging  from  the  woods,  the  tire  was  exceedingly  deadly,  and  some  confu- 
Hon  ensued,  but  I  succeeded  in  re-forming,  in  rear  of  a  batten*,  some  five  hundred 
yards  from  the  woods.  My  regiment  was  not  actively  engaged  again,  and  the  next 
evening  rc-crosscd  the  river  at  Banks'  Ford. 

"My  officers  all  behaved  nobly,  but  I  desire  to  mention  as  conspicuous  for  their 
coolness  and  gallant ry,  Major  W.  J.  Parmentier  and  Adjutant  Downs,  also  First  Lieu- 
'•  naut  F.  L.  Taylor,  commanding  Company  If,  who  exhibited  the  most  brilliant  cour- 
*pV,leadrag  his  men  several  times  to  the  front,  under  a  most  galling  fire.     Captain 

*  catpo,  Company  B,  who  in  the  absence  of  the  Color-Sergeant  bore  the  national  colors, 

°  acted  with  the  utmost  coolness  and  courage. 

"E.  Bird  Grubd,  Colonel  Twenty-third  New  Jersey  Volunteers." 
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the  men.  Cries  were  made,  'We  will  go';  '  We  are  not  afraid  ;' 
1  Three  cheers  for  Colonel  Grubb.'  These  were  given  with  a  will,  but 
the  Colonel  ordered  silence,  telling  them  he  did  not  appear  there  for 
cheers  or  applause ;  he  came  to  remind  the  regiment  of  their  duty, 
to  inform  them  he  had  received  orders  to  march  to  again  meet  the 
enemy ;  and  he  hoped  it  would  prove  an  occasion  that  would  eter- 
nally efface  past  defeats  and  reflect  new  honors  on  the  command. 
Finally,  he  declared  that,  having  received  his  orders,  the  regiment, 
or  such  of  them  as  refusing  to  obey  the  order  might  be  left  alive, 
would  march  at  daylight  of  the  coming  morn. 

"  The  regiment  did  march,  as  the  Colonel  said,  proceeding  to  the 
banks  of  the  river,  where  it  remained  until  the  following  day. 
when  it  crossed,  and  under  cover  of  the  ensuing  night  threw  up  a 
breastwork  extending  along  the  entire  front  of  our  position,  in 
front  of  the  city  and  Heights  of  Fredericksburg.  The  enemy, 
immediately  upon  discovering  us,  opened  fire,  but  without  inflicting 
any  loss.  Each  day  still  further  strengthened  our  works,  and  a 
couple  of  sandbag  batteries  for  the  mounting  of  some  heavy  guns 
were  fast  approaching  completion,  when,  finally,  orders  came  for 
our  return  to  Beverly,  to  be  mustered  out.  Accordingly,  we  re- 
crossed  the  Eappahannock,  and  marched  directly  to  Falmouth. 
going  thence  by  rail  to  Belle  Plain  Landing,  and  from  that  point 
by  steamer  to  Washington.  In  due  time,  Beverly  was  reached, 
amid  general  acclamations,  and  the  men  separated  on  furlough, 
awaiting  the  completion  of  the  preparations  for  muster-out.*' 

But  the  Twenty-third  was  to  see  further  service  before  it  was 
finally  disbanded.  Late  in  June  the  country  was  startled  by  the 
news  of  Lee's  advance  into  Pennsylvania,  and  the  supposed  danger 
of  Harrisburg,  the  Capital  of  the  State.  Then,  a  few  days  later. 
came  the  stirring  proclamation  of  Governor  Parker,  appealing  to 
the  people  and  regiments  not  yet  disbanded,  or  in  process  of  forma- 
tion, to  hasten  to  the  aid  of  a  sister  State,  When  this  appeal  un- 
issued, less  than  half  of  the  members  of  the  Twenty-third  were  in 
camp,  but  Colonel  Grubb  promptly  ordered  the  "  assembly,"  a-iul 
asked  all  who  would  follow  him  to  step  two  paces  to  the  fro:.'.- 
Not  a  man  hesitated.     Transportation  was  at  once  telegraphed  for, 
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bat  it  was  late  in  the  day  before  it  was  furnished.  In  the  dusk  of 
•he  evening,  the  regiment  landed  at  Walnut  street  wharf,  in  Phila- 
i.-inhidj  and  preceded  by  a  band,  marched  through  the  crowded 
streets,  greeted  at  every  step  by  peals  of  cheers,  to  the  Harrisburg 
depot,  whence,  it  being  impossible  to  procure  transportation,  it 
proceeded  to  the  corner  of  Twenty-seventh  and  Market  streets, 
where  it  was  quartered  for  the  night.  On  the  following  morning, 
after  some  delay  and  a  great  dear  of  trouble,  Colonel  Grubb  suc- 
ceeded in  procuring  a  train  of  coal-cars,  in  which  the  men  were 
stowed  as  comfortably  as  possible,  and  so  carried  to  Harrisburg, 
now  supposed  to  be  closely  menaced  by  the  rebels.  Reaching  the 
city,  however,  the  men  who  had  been  so  eager  to  get  on,  found  no 
excitement  whatever,  much  to  their  surprise.  The  Twenty- third 
was  the  first  regimental  organization  to  reach  the  city,  but  strangely 
enough,  it  was  coolly  rather  than  enthusiastically  received  by  the 
people  whom  it  had  made  such  haste  to  defend.0  Soon  after  arriv- 
ing, the  regiment  was  taken  out  to  the  river  front  and  set  at  work 
in  throwing  up  rifle-pits  to  prevent  the  passage  of  the  river,  which 
at  this  time  was  very  shallow.  Here  the  men  worked  steadily, 
from  the  Colonel  down,  but  before  the  labor  was  completed,  orders 
were  received  directing  the  return  of  the  regiment  to  Beverly,  and 
accordingly,  the  command,  without  regret,  quitted  the  inhospitable 
Capital.  Reaching  Beverly,  it  remained  until  the  27th  of  June, 
when  it  was  finally  dissolved,  and  the  men  who  had  fought  and 
suffered  in  its  ranks,  went  their  several  ways. 

New  Jersey  may  well  be  proud  of  the  record  of  the  gallant 
regiment  whose  services  are  here  but  imperfectly  narrated.  In 
every  action  in  which  it  was  called  upon  to  take  part  it  exhibited 
distinguished  gallantry,  and  in  its  ranks,  sadly  thinned  by  the  casu- 
alties of  the  field,  were  soldiers  whose  names  deserve  to  be  written 

'"We  were  very  coolly  treated,  and  if  we  wanted  to  purchase  anything,  were 
charged  extra  prices.     Our  men  were  refused  canteens  of  water  by  the  citizens,  and 

:'*'  person  who  did  not  conceal  his  secession  proclivities  came  very  near  bcinir  'torn 
"'•!*',  po  exasperated  were  our  troops  at  his  undisguised  sympathy  with  the  rebels.  It 
r  iuired  all  Colonel  Grubb's  influence  to  prevent  violence.  The  fellow  at  last  procured 
1  •-■1-T,  hung  it  out,  promised  to  behave  himself  in  future,  and  was  finally  let  off,  a  pretty 

^Uy  scared  man,  who  took  good  care  not  to  ventilate  any  more  disunion  sentiments 
luring  the  occupancy  of  the  city  by  the  Jersey  Blues*" — Notes  of  an  officer.    ' 

6o 
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side  by  side  with  the  best  and  noblest  of  the  Kepublic.  Many  of 
the  officers  and  men  again,  in  other  organizations,  met  the  nation's 
foe  and  fought  through  the  war,  some  attaining  high  and  d<*served 
promotion.  The  Thirty-seventh  New  Jersey  was  largely  composed 
of  members  of  the  Twenty-third,  and  numbers  would  have  joined 
the  Thirty-fourth  had  Colonel  Grubb  accepted  the  command  when 
it  was  tendered  to  him.  The  Fortieth  also  drew  many  of  its  mem- 
bers from  the  same  noble  organization.  The  Third  Cavalry  took 
many  more,  while  numbers  still  re-enlisted  in  the  older  regiments, 
and  earned  fresh  distinction  on  later  fields. 


CHAPTER     XVIII. 

THE    TWENTY-FOURTH     REGIMENT. 

The  Twenty-fourth  Regiment  was  mustered  into  the  United 
States  service  at  Camp  Cadwallader,  Beverly,  on  the  16th  of 
September,  1862.1  Four  companies  of  the  regiment,  B,  F,  G  and 
II,  were"  from  the  county  of  Cumberland  ;  three,  A,  C  and  K,  from 
Salem;  one,  (E,)  and  parts  of  D  and  I,  from  Gloucester,  and  the 
remaining  men  of  the  two  latter  companies  from  Camden.  Of  the 
members  of  Company  B,  about  an  equal  number  were  enlisted 
from  the  city  and  township  of  Millville  and  the  township  of 
Maurice  River.  Of  Company  F,  the  city  of  Bridgeton  furnished 
about  thirty,   the   township   of  Greenwich   fifteen,  while  the  re- 

1  The  original  roster  of  the  regiment  was  as  follows  : 

Colonel,  William  B.  Robertson  ;  Lieutenant-Colonel,  Franklin  L.  Knight ;  Major,  Joel 

A.  Fithian;  Adjutant,  Thomas  F.  G.  Cooper;  Quartermaster,  Samuel  R.  Fithian ; 
Surgeon,  William  S.  Newell ;  Assistant  Surgeons,  Alban  Williams,  Thomas  G. 
Kowand;  Chaplain,  William  C.  Stockton.  Company  A — Captain,  Howard  Bassett; 
First  Lieutenant,  Miltou  Wright;  Second  Lieutenant,  William N.  Hancock.  Company 
B— Captain,  George  E.  Dunlap;  First  Lieutenant,  James  Smith;  Second  Lieutenant, 

B.  Reed  Brown.  Company  G—  Captain,  John  T.  Garwood ;  First  Lieutenant,  Thomas 
Simpkins;  Second  Lieutenant,  Jonathan  E.  Moore.  Company  D—  Captain,  Aaron 
Ward ;  First  Lieutenant,.  David  W.  Bartine ;  Second  Lieutenant,  George  D.  Brittaiu. 
Company  Z7— Captain,  Augustus  Sailer;  First  Lieutenant,  Edward  C.  Cattell;  Second 
Lieutenant,  Charles  W.  Wilkins.  Company  F—  Captain,  Samuel  Harris  ;  First  Lieute- 
nant, Elijah  Husted;  Second  Lieutenant,  William  B.  Pepper.  Company  G— Captain,' 
James  R.  Hoagland ;  First  Lieutenant,  Charles  M.  Pease;  Second  Lieutenant,  Robert 
B.  Potter.  Company  II—  Captain,  Henry  Nelf ;  First  Lieutenant,  Alexander  Robeson  ; 
Second  Lieutenant,  James  J.  Reeves.  Company  /—Captain,  William  C.  Shinn ;  First 
Lieutenant,  John  O.  Crowell;  Second  Lieutenant,  James  S.  Woodward.  Company 
A'— Captain,  John  S.  Locke;  First  Lieutenant,  Daniel  Brown;  Second  Lieutenant, 
James  P.  Butler. 

It  must  be  recorded  to  the  credit  of  the  county  of  Cumberland  and  more  especially  of 
the  city  of  Bridgeton,  that  the  promptness  with  which  they  responded  to  the  call 
for  volunteers  was  beyond  all  precedent.  It  is  doubtful  whether  any  company,  outride 
^f  our  large  cities,  was  ever  raised  so  rapidly  as  Company  II,  of  Bridgeton.  The 
Philadelphia  Evening  Bulletin  made  mention  of  this  fact  as  follows  : 

"Tiioors  Raised  Speedily.— The  Evening  Bulletin,  of  Monday,  contained  an  item 
claiming  peerlessncss  for  the  town  of  Lawrence,  Massachusetts,  for  having  raised  a 
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mainder,  with  the  exception  of  one  from  Deerfield,  were  equally 
divided  between  Hopewell  and  Donne.  Of  Company  G,  not  less 
than  twenty  were  from  Bridgeton,  thirty  from  Deerfield,  ten  from 
Stoe  Creek,  while  the  rest  hailed  from  Donne.  Company  H, 
officered  exclusively  by  Bridgeton  men,  comprised  about  seventy- 
five  from  the  city  of  Bridgeton,  while  the  remainder  were  from 
Hopewell,  Deerfield  and  Stoe  Creek.  In  Companies  A  and  C, 
there  were  a  large  number  of  men  from  the  city  of  Salem ;  the 
surrounding  townships,  however,  were  nearly  all  represented  in 
them,  and  also  in  Company  K.  Company  E  comprised  men 
principally  from  Woodbury,  Paulsboro',  and  the  upper  townships 
of  Gloucester.  Company  D  had  men  from  Camden,  Gloucester 
City,  and  Glassboro',  and  Company  I,  mainly  from  Clayton  tovrn- 
ship,  in  Gloucester  County,  and  several  of  the  townships  of  Camden 
County. 

On  the  28th  of  September,  the  regiment  was  equipped  with 
Belgian  rifles  and  other  necessary  accoutrements  for  service,  and  on 
Tuesday,  the  30th,  broke  camp  and  departed  for  Washington,  going 

company  of  one  hundred  and  thirteen  men  in  a  day  and  a  half.  I  beg  leave  to  make 
the  6tatement  that  Lawrence  has  been  outdone  by  Bridgeton,  New  Jersey,  a  tosvn  of 
less  than  one-fourth  the  population  of  the  very  patriotic  New  England  city.  On  Fri- 
day morning  last,  a  recruiting  station  was  opened  for  the  formation  of  a  new  company, 
officered  as  follows:  Henry  Neff,  Captain;  Alexander  L. -Robeson,  First  Lieutenant ; 
and  James  J.  Reeves,  Second  Lieutenant.  That  day  eighty  men — many  of  them  line. 
stalwart  fellows  from  the  iron  factories — enlisted  under  their  banner,  and  by  the  next 
evening  their  company  numbered  one  hundred  and  ten  men.  While  this  was  being 
done,  two  companies  were  rapidly  filling  up  in  the  same  town.  It  is  a  question 
whether  Bridgeton  can  find  its  peer  among  all  the  towns  of  its  size  in  the  loyal 
North." 

Three  of  the  members  of  this  company  were  brothers,  sons  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Avar-, 
a  widow  lady  residing  in  Bridgeton,  who  had  five  sons  and  two  sons-in-law  in  tlio 
L'niou  army. 

In  Company  G  there  were  five  brothers,  sons  of  Mrs.  Martha  Cobb,  a  widow,  rai- 
ding in  the  township  of  Doune. 

For  two  weeks  previous  to  the  date  of  muster  at  Beverly,  the  several  companies  of 
the  regimeut  found  temporary  quarters  in  unoccupied  buildings  in  different  portions 
of  the  town  ;  some  in  private  houses,  others  in  the  Beverly  Bank  building  and  other* 
still  in  an  old  brick  factory  near  the  railroad.     Duriug  this  time  the  commissioned 
officers  were  elected  and  the  non-commissioned  officers  appointed,  as  above  srivei 
The  headquarters  of  the  commissioned  officers  of  the  regiment  while  at  Beverly,  wi*re 
at  the  fine  mansion  in  the  westerly  part  of  the  village,  kept  as  a  military  boarding 
house  by  Mrs.  Hardcastle.    Here  they  received  all  the  attention  and  care  that  this  i  -'•■ 
mablc  lady  and  her  kind-hearted  daughters  could  bestow.     During  the  month,  sev<  ral 
excursions  were  made  to  the  regiment  from  different  localities,  bringing  friends  from 
home,  and  the  season  was  one  of  great  enjoyment. 
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"i>V  steamer  to  Philadelphia  and  thence  by  rail.  Both  at  Philadel- 
phia and  Baltimore,  the  men  were  handsomely  entertained  at  the 
L'nion  [Refreshment  Eooms.  The  regiment  remained  in  Baltimore, 
without  other  resting-place  than  the  brick  pavements,  from  mid- 
night of  the  30th  until  ten  o'clock  on  the  night  of  October  1st, 
when  it  proceeded  to  "Washington,  reaching  that  city  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  2d,  and  going  into  camp  on  East  Capitol  Hill.  Its  en- 
campment at  this  place  was  named  "  Camp  Ingham,"  in  honor  of 
an  esteemed  and  patriotic  citizen  of  Salem,  Jonathan  Ingham, 
Esq.  Here  the  regiment  was  temporarily  brigaded  with  the  Twen- 
ty-second, Twenty-ninth  and  Thirty-first  New  Jersey  Eegiments, 
under  the  charge  of  Brigadier  General  Abercrombie,  and  parti- 
cipated daily  in  regimental  and  brigade  drills  until  the  14th,  when 
it  moved  into  Virginia,  encamping  near  Chain  Bridge,2  whence,  on 
the  18th,  it  was  transferred  to  a  more  eligible  position  a  few  miles 
distant.  Here  the  camp,  known  as  "  Camp  Kearney,"  was  located 
oa  the  summit  of  a  hill,  at  the  foot  of  which  on  the  one  side  rum- 
bled the  rapids  of  the  Potomac,  while  on  the  other  side  run  the 
Leesburg  pike,  winding  its  way  through  forests  of  chestnut,  hick- 
ory and  red  oak.  The  regiment  was  here  brigaded  with  the 
Twenty-eighth  New  Jersey  and  One  Hundred  and  Twenty-eighth 
Pennsylvania  Eegiments,  under  the  Colonel  of  the  former,  acting 
Brigadier-General  Abercrombie  having  command  of  the  division — 
the  Twenty-fourth  occupying  the  extreme  right  of  the  brigade  on 
the  Leesburg  road.  On  the  20th,  the  first  detail  for  picket  was 
Made,  and  on  the  22d,  a  school  of  instruction  for  officers  was  insti- 
tuted by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Knight.  Up  to  this  date  the  regiment 
bad  lost  but  two  men  by  death,  and  in  both  cases  sickness  had 
been  brought  on  by  imprudence  and  self-neglect.  The  regiment 
remained  at  this  point,  doing  picket  and  fatigue  duty,  including  the 
digging  of  trenches  at  forts  Ethan  Allen  and  Marcy,  until  Satur- 
day, the  25th,  when  it  again  moved  its  camp  to  a  point  some  two 
miles  southward — -naming  the  encampment,  in  honor  of  the  county 
which  furnished  the  largest   number  of  troops  in  the  regiment, 

5  This  camp  was  named  "  Camp  Nixon,"   in  honor  of  Hon.  John  T.  Nixon,   of 
Urid-cton. 
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"  Camp  Cumberland."  Oa  the  27th,  the  regiment  was  reviewed  by 
Brigadier  General  Abercrombie,  after  which  the  command  remained 
comparatively  idle  until  General  Burnside  assumed  command  of 
the  Array  of  the  Potomac,  when  it,  in  common  with  all  other  regi- 
ments in  the  vicinity,  received  marching  orders.  Shelter  tents 
were  drawn,  and  with  five  days'  rations,  the  regiment  on  the  1st  of 
December  set  out  for  its  destination.  Lieutenant  James  J.  Reeves. 
of  Company  H,  was  detached  from  the  regiment  to  take  charge  of 
the  camp,  including  the  sick,  having  instructions  to  turn  over  the 
Sibley  and  other  tents  to  the  Quartermaster-General  in  "Washington 
and  to  find  transportation  for  the  company  books,  cooking  utensils 
and  the  necessary  baggage  of  the  officers.  Passing  through  Wash- 
ington, the  regiment  crossed  the  east  bank  of  the  Potomac  and 
encamped  the  first  night  in  the  woods,  four  miles  from  the  Capital. 
On  the  2d,  after  another  march  of  fifteen  miles,  it  encamped  near 
Piscataway,  Saint  George's  County,  Maryland.  On  the  3d,  the 
supply  of  rations  failed,  and  after  the  regiment  had  halted  for  the 
night,  foraging  parties  sallied  out  on  an  expedition,  returning  with 
a  good  supply  of  confiscated  property  with  which  to  appease  their 
hunger.  On  the  4th  the  brigade,  led  by  the  Twenty-fourth,  passed 
through  Port  Tobacco  and  encamped  in  the  woods  two  or  three 
miles  from  the  village;  the  next  day  about  noon,  reaching  Liverpool 
Point  in  the  midst  of  a  cold,  dismal,  drenching  rain-storm.  Here 
part  of  the  troops  found  passage  across  Aquia  Creek  to  the  landing, 
in  the  steamer  Saint  Nicholas  (the  boat  captured  by  Thomas,  the 
"French  Lady.")  and  part  on  canal  boats.  The  storm  now  in- 
creased in  violence  and  intensity  ;  rain  was  succeeded  by  snow  and. 
sleet;  but  the  men  still  struggled  on,  and  at  length  cold,  wet  and 
hungry,  encamped  for  the  night,  making  themselves  as  comfortable 
as  possible  with  no  other  bed  than  the  slush  and  mud,  and  no  bet- 
ter protection  from  the  cold  and  storm  than  a  single  blanket  ami 
the  half  of  a  shelter  tent  above  them.  Sunday  (the  8th,)  passed 
with  but  little  improvement  in  the  situation.  On  Monday,  the 
regiment  marched  some  eight  or  ten  miles,  and  on  Tuesday,  after  a 
further  march,  encamped  upon  a  high  hill  not  over  a  mile  from  the 
village  of  Falmouth.     Here  it  was  permanently  brigaded  with  the 
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Fourth  find  Eighth  Ohio,  Fourteenth  Indiana,  Seventh  Virginia 
and  Twenty-eighth  New  Jersey  Regiments  under  the  charge  of 
Hrigadier-General  Kimball,  in  French's  Division,  Conch's  (Second) 
Corps.  On  Wednesday  the  arms  were  inspected,  sixty  rounds  of 
cartridges  supplied  and  three  days'  rations  issued  to  each  man.  On 
Thursday  morning  at  four  o'clock,  orders  were  received  to  strike 
tents,  roll  them  up  with  blankets,  leave  knapsacks  and  stand  in 
readiness  to  march  at  a  moment's  notice.  Burnside  was  ready  to 
>!rike.  Long  before  day-break  the  booming  of  the  heavy  artillery 
from  our  batteries  which  had  opened  upon  Fredericksburg  signaled 
that  the  work  had  commenced,  and  without  delay  the  brigade 
marched  towards  the  point  of  assault — halting  at  length  in  a  deep 
ravine,  a  mile  from  the  city,  where,  listening  to  the  noise  of  the 
combat  as  it  grew  louder  and  wilder,  it  remained  until  sunset. 
Then  it  was  marched  down  to  a  plain  opposite  the  city,  but  was 
soon,  on  account  of  the  storm  of  shells,  forced  to  fall  back  to  the 
side  of  a  hill  in  a  strip  of  woods,  where  it  encamped  for  the  night. 
The  next  morning  at  sunrise,  the  enemy  having  evacuated  the  town, 
the  brigade  crossed  the  Rappahannock  on  the  pontoon  bridges  at 
double-quick,  marched  into  the  main  street,  and  there,  stacking 
arms,  spent  the  day  and  night  awaiting  orders.  Early  on  Friday 
morning,  the  12th,  preparations  for  an  assault  were  ordered,  and 
Uie  men  being  drawn  up  in  line,  were  addressed  by  General  Kim- 
hall.  "Boys,"  he  said,  "we  are  the  attacking  brigade.  I  shall 
expect  you  to  go  ahead  and  open  the  right.  Keep  steady,  aim  low, 
and  let  every  man  do  his  duty.  Remember  you  are  Jerseymen." 
rIne  attack,  however,  was  not  then  made,  as  anticipated,  being  for 
-come  reason  postponed  until  the  following  day.  In  the  evening, 
two  companies,  F  and  G,  were  sent  out  as  picket  on  the  outskirts 
of  the  town,  but  were  called  in  at  eight  o'clock  on  Saturday  mora- 
n>g,  when  preparations  were  at  once  made  for  the  attack.  The 
1'ourth  and  Eighth  Ohio  were  deployed  as  skirmishers  to  drive  in 
the  rebel  pickets,  when  Kimball's  Brigade,  headed  by  the  Twenty- 
:,->urth,  marched  in  column  at  double-quick  out  of  the  streets  of 
Fredericksburg  into  the  fields  in  the  rear  of  the  city.  Here  another 
order  was  given  to  the  men  to  relieve  themselves  of  blankets  and 
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tents,  which  being  clone,  and  the  brigade  coming  into  position,  the 
whole  division  charged  at  double-quick  across  a  ditch  and  over  a 
muddy  corn-field  against  the  rebel  works,  with  a  view  of  taking 
their  batteries  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet.  But  the  assault,  though 
gallaritly  made,  was  a  costly  one  ;  from  the  rifle-pits  in  front  came 
the  murderously-aimed  bullets  of  the  sharpshooters,  and  from  the 
stone  walls  the  unceasing  firing  of  the  infantry,  while  from  the 
heavy  batteries,  tier  above  tier,  planted  behind  strong  field-works 
on  the  top  of  the  hill,  a  furious  storm  of  shot,  shell  and'  shrapnel 
poured  into  the  advancing  ranks.  One  by  one  the  brave  boys  of 
the  Twenty-fourth,  fell  wounded  and  dead ;  but  still  the  line  swept 
on,  the  men  now  loading  and  firing  as  they  went,  picking  off  here 
and  there  a  rebel  as  he  showed  himself  above  the  works.  But  in 
a  contest  so  unequal,  success  was  impossible,  and  bravely  as  the 
assailants  pushed  the  assault,  they  could  not  carry  the  works.  No 
troops,  indeed,  advanced  nearer  to  the  defences  at  that  point — save 
the  Irish  regiments — than  Kimball's  Brigade,  and  for  that  they 
received  the  thanks  and  applause  of  the  Commanding  General ;  but 
gallantry  such  as  theirs  deserved  a  more  complete  success  than  this. 
They  did  not,  however,  abandon  the  ground,  but  held  it  tenaciously 
until  relieved.  Even  then,  the  men  could  not  withdraw  to  the 
rear,  being  compelled  to  seek  refuge  in  and  about  the  neighboring 
buildings  or  lie  down  at  full  length  upon  the  ground,  still  exposed 
to  the  deadly  bullets  or  the  burning  fragments  of  bursting  shells. 
Here  the  regiment  remained,  unable  to  soothe  the  wounded  or  com- 
fort the  dying,  until  darkness  curtained  the  scene  of  carnage.  The 
loss  of  the  regiment,  which  behaved  admirably  throughout,  was 
severe,  amounting  in  all  to  one  hundred  and  sixty,  as  follows: 

Company  A,  2  killed,  13  wounded ;  Company  B,  3  killed,  15  wounded ;  Company  C, 
16  wounded,  5  missing;  Company  D,  3  killed,  12  wounded,  3  missing;  Company  K. 
2  killed,  4  wounded,  7  missing;  Company  F,  1  killed,  G  wounded,  5  missing;  Com- 
pany G,  2  killed,  20  wounded,  3  missing;  Company  H,  1  killed,  5  wounded,  2-missiiiU  • 
Company  I,  2  killed,  1G  wounded,  1  missing;  Company  K,  S  wounded,  3  missing.  *' 
those  reported  as  wounded  a  number  subsequently  died,  while  many  of  those  reported 
missing  have  never  been  heard  from. 

The  instances  of  special  gallantry  in  the  regiment  in  this  memora- 
ble engagement,  were  numerous,  but  cannot,  obviously,  be  men- 
tioned in  detail  here.     Sergeant  Ileiiry  S.  Spaulding,  Company  B, 
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afterwards  promoted  to  the  Second  Lieutenancy  of  Company  I, 
received  a  musket  ball  in  his  shoulder ;    Captain  Aaron  Ward, 
Company  D,  a  ball  through  his  left  lung ;  Second  Lieutenant  George 
R  Brittain,  Company  D,  and  Captain  Samuel  Harris,  Company 
F,  were  shocked  by  explosions  of  shells;  Second  Lieutenant  Wil- 
liam Pepper,  Company  F,  was  wounded  in  leg  and  head ;  Sergeant 
II.  R.  Pierson,  Company  G-,  afterwards  promoted  to  Second  Lieu- 
tenant, Company  F,    was   wounded   in  the   side ;  Sergeant  John 
Springer,  Company  B,  afterwards  Second  Lieutenant  of  Company 
II,  wounded  in  thp  hip  ;  Second  Lieutenant  James  J.  Keeves,  Com- 
pany II,  wounded  in  the  left  arm  above  the  elbow ;  and  Captain  Wil- 
liam C.  Shinn,  Company  I,  was  wounded  in  the  right  eye,  the  sight 
••f  which  is  lost.    Second  Lieutenant  R  B.  Potter,  Company  G, 
narrowly  escaped — a  ball  having   struck   his   watch,  glanced  oif, 
and  wadded  itself  in  a  glove  in  his  pocket.     First  Lieutenant  John 
0.  Crowell,  who  had  for  several  weeks  acted  as  Adjutant  of  the 
regiment,  early  in  the  engagement  received  a  severe  wound  in  his 
arm,  but  brave  to  the  last,  still  rallied  forward  his  men  until  a  fatal 
bullet  prostrated  him  instantly  to  the  ground.     The  regiment  sus- 
tained a  heavy  loss  in  the  death  of  this  young  and  gallant  Lieute- 
nant    Few  men  possessed  in  a  greater  degree  the  requisite  qualifi- 
cations of  a   good   soldier  and   popular  officer.     Energetic   and 
prompt,  cordial  yet  dignified,   kind-hearted  and  complacent  but 
alwaj-s   decided — he  exhibited  at  the  same  time  an  unflinching 
patriotism  that  nothing  could  appal  or  turn  from  the  path  of  duty. 
The  officers  of  the  regiment,  at  a  meeting  held  soon  after  the  battle, 
passed  appropriate  resolutions  concerning  his  death,   which  were 
duly  published  and  forwarded  to  his  afflicted  family. 

The  firing  of  the  enemy  ceased  at  nightfall,  and  not  until  then 
vould  any  assistance  be  afforded  the  wounded  or  any  attempt  made 
lo  ascertain  the  number  of  the  dead.  And  even  then,  though  the 
Right  was  spent  in  diligent  search  for  friends  supposed  to  be  among 
tiie  wounded  or  killed,  many  remained  from  whom  no  tidings  could 
lu-  obtained,  and  of  whom  it  only  could  be  said  that  they  were 
'*  missing."  Among  those  who  were  thus  recorded  was  Lieutenant 
Alexander  L.  Eobcson.  Having  the  charge  of  his  company  in  the 
66 
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Captain's  absence,  he  bravely  led  them  forward  never  to  return. 
Though  a  faithful  and  often -repeated  search  was  made  for'  him,  as 
long  as  such  search  could  be  allowed,  no  tidings  were  received,  nor 
has  any  positive  intelligence  since  been  obtained  concerning  him. 
The  members  of  his*  company  loved  him  as  a  brother,  and  his  men 
were  equally  dear  to  him.  He  looked  faithfully  after  all  their 
wants  and  sympathized  with  them  unfailingly  in  all  their  sufferings. 
He  was  especially  endeared  to  his  fellow  officers,  who  esteemed  him 
for  his  intelligence  and  excellent  judgment,  and  loved  him  for  his 
virtues  and  exemplary  Christian  character.5 

On  Monday  following  the  engagement  the  regiment  re-crossed  the 
river,  and  returned  to  Camp  Knight,  with  but  few  blankets  and  still 
fewer  shelter  tents,  having  lost  nearly  all  in  the  engagement.  The 
fatigue  and  exposure  naturally  occasioned  much  sickness,  and  on 
the  80th  of  December,  the  entire  regiment  reported  for  duty  only 
thirteen  officers  and  two  hundred  and  seventy  men. 

During  the  month  of  January,  the  regiment  remained  in  camp, 
engaged  in  various  routine  duties — not  participating  in  the  "Mud 
March"  projected  and  undertaken  by  General  Burnside.  On  the 
20th  of  February  it  removed  to  a  new  and  more  comfortable  camp, 
named  "  Camp  Robertson"  in  honor  of  the  Colonel,  and  for  some 
weeks  subsequently  performed  picket-duty  along  the  Rappahan- 
nock opposite  Fredericksburg,  having  headquarters  at  the  Lacy 
House.  This  fine  old  mansion,  whose  owner  was  a  Colonel  in  the 
Rebel  Army,  was  also  the  headquarters  of  the  United  States  Sani- 
tary Commission.  Throughout  the  winter,  the  excellent  ladies 
connected  with  this  and  the  Christian  Commission,  prominent 
among  whom  was  Mrs.  Mary  Harris,  of  Philadelphia,  in  addition 
to  administering  to  the  temporal  wants  of  the  cold  and  hungry 
soldiers,  held  daily  evening  prayer-meetings  in  a  spacious  room  as 
the  west  end  of  the  building,  which  were  attended  by  crowds  oi 

3  A  note  from  an  officer  of  tlic  regiment  says : 

" Among  the  most  indefatigable  in  looking  after  and  administering  to  the  want*  «  I 
the  sick  and  wounded  of   the  regiment  after  the  battle  was  our  faithful   Chapluii  . 
Rev.  William  C.  Stockton.     Nor  can  too  much  commendation  be  awarded   to  i 
Surgeon,  Doctor  \V.  S.  Newell  and  his  assistants,  Doctors  Williams  and  Eowand, 
likewise  to  Doctor  Jesse  13.  McBride,  who  was  detached  from  Company  F  to  act  *• 
Hospital-Steward,  and  who  was  engaged  all  day  Sunday  in  attending  to  the  wounded- " 
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jokliers  from  the  humblest  private  to  the  Division  and  Corps  Com- 
manders. More  frequent  in  attendance  than  any  other  officer  of 
rank  was  Major-General  Howard,  the  Christian  patriot  and  soldier. 

A  limited  number  of  visitors  were  now  allowed  in  camp  and 
furloughs  for  ten  days  granted  with  moderation'.  Boxes  containing 
necessaries  and  luxuries  from  home  were  daily  received,  much  to 
the  delight  of  the  men.4  On  the  27th  of  February  dress-parade 
was  resumed,  and  a  few  days  after  General  Hooker  reviewed  his 
Grand  Division.     On  the  10th  of  March,  an  attack  being  antici- 

•  The  following  from  the  diary  of  a  member  of  the  regiment  gives  a  glimpse  of  the 
uaHv  life  of  the  regiment  during  this  period : 

"January  2d.  Detail  for  picket-duty  from  our  regiment  two  officers  and  thirty-one 
men.    Stationed  about  two  miles  westward  from  camp. 

"January  Gth.  Major  Fitkian  arrived  in  camp  after  a  long  absence  in  Washington, 
occasioned  by  sickness.  Warm  days  and  cold,  frosty  nights  prove  prejudicial  to  the 
health  of  the  soldiers,  and  a  large  number  continue  to  report  daily  on  the  sick  list. 

"January  9th.  Regiment  was  out  on  battalion  drill  for  the  first  time  since  we  left 
Ciinp  Cumberland ;  numbered  about  three  hundred  men. 

"Sunday,  January  11th.  Prayer-meeting  held  in  the  wagoner's  tent,  conducted  by 
'.he  Chaplain. 

"January  13th.  Robert  Du  Bois,  Esq.,  of  Bridgeton,  arrived  in  camp  about  mid- 
Bfcjtit,  bringing  with  him  two  large  boxes  and  a  barrel  containing  articles  for  the  regi- 
ment  from  the  Ladies'  Aid  Society  of  Bridgeton,  and  many  other  things  marked  for 
|»rii ate  individuals.  The  following  morning,  14th,  the  boxes  were  taken  to  the  hos- 
pital tent  and  opened.  Besides  articles  of  clothing  and  delicacies  for  the  sick,  consist- 
ing of  blankets,  pillows,  sheets,  drawers,  mittens,  stockings,  &c.,  cakes,  crackers, 
jellies,  preserves,  pickles,  canned  fruits,  meats,  &e.,  fcr  the  hospital,  there  were  many 
•'.her  valuable  articles  from  friends  at  home,  r>rincipaliy  for  the  Cumberland  County 
u,ys.  Mr.  DuBois,  also,  out  of  the  overflowing  generosity  of  his  heart,  distributed 
;-  :m\%  the  boys  a  barrel  of  apples,  besides  a  quantity  of  tobacco,  cigars  and  other  usc- 

•  *l  articles,  for  which  and  many  other  acts  of  kindness  he  received  the  merited  name 
1 -I  'the  soldier's  friend.'  To  the  Ladies'  Aid  Society  of  Bridgeton,  who  at  another 
*.:ne  previous  to  this  forwarded  a  similar  supply  to  our  regiment,  which  were  made 
-*»•  of  in  Washington,  the  especial  thanks  of  the  regiment  arc  due. 

"January  IGth.  Orders  received  in  camp  to  be  in  readiness  to  move  the  following 
morning. 

"January  17th.  The  marching  orders  proved  to  be  orders  to  prepare  for  a  grand 
retricw  of  the  Second  Army  Corps  by  Major-General  Burnside,  which  took  place  on  the 

•  >'mnon  near  General  Hancock's  headquarters. 

"Sunday,  January  lSth.     The  funeral  of  private  W.  J.  Richards,  of  Company  F, 

•  *>k  j,iacc  uli3  afternoon.  He  was  buried  with  the  usual  military  honors  in  a  pleasant 
»J*ot  selected  as  the  burial-ground  of  the  regiment,  on  the  top  of  the  adjacent  hill. 
»''•  companies  assembled  at  the  hospital  tent  and  slowly  wound  their  way  to  the  spot 
*kfch  was  to  be  the  last  resting  place  of  the  departed  soldier.  A  few  appropriate 
' -ruiirks  were  made  by  Rev.  Mr.  Tallis,  a  minister  visiting  one  of  the  camps  in  the 

-hborhood,  and  a  prayer  offered  by  our  Chaplain.     This  was  followed  by  the  volley 

"«  musketry  fired  over  the  grave,  when  the  comr>anies  were  conducted  back  to  their 

V'Urters.    ^he  deceased  was  personally  unknown  to  me ;  I  can  only  record  that  he  was 

1  fcithfui  soldier. 

''January  19th.    Orders  to  move  were  repeated.     Part  of  Franklin's  and  Hooker's 
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pated,  the  regiment  was  placed  under  arms,  but  was  not  called  into 
action.      On  the  14th,  the  men  were  supplied   with   Springfield 

forces  moved  forward  towards  the  river  on  the  right  of  us,  passing  our  encampment  in 
the  front  and  rear. 

♦'January  20th.  Sergeant  Rounds,  of  Company  B,  died  in  the  regimental  hospital, 
and  was  buried  at  night  by  the  side  of  private  Richards,  of  Company  F. 

"January  21st.  Dreary  day.  Roads  almost  impassable,  yet  thousands  of  troops 
have  been  passing  beyond  us  from  the  front  and  rear  all  day.  The  pontoons  arrived 
on  the  road  near  our  camp  last  night,  but  could  go  no  further.  The  batteries  also 
moved  towards  the  river  with  great  difficulty.  Commenced  raining  in  the  afternoon 
and  continues  with  vehemence. 

"  January  22d.  Rain  continues.  Roads  in  a  terrible  condition.  Little  hope  of 
progressing  with  the  vast  army  over  the  Rappahannock.  The  river  has  risen,  and  the 
troops  are  falling  back. 

"  January  23d.  Cleared  away  beautifully  about  noon,  but  alas  !  what  quantities  of 
mud.  The  entire  army  fell  back  to  its  original  position.  The  boys  are  singing  '  Burn- 
side's  army  lies  floundering  in  the  mud,'  to  the  tune  of  'Glory  Hallelujah.'  The 
troops  in  the  retreat  scattered  like  sheep  over  the  hills  and  valleys,  and  many  poor 
fellows,  weary  from  marching  and  exposure,  and  soaked  through  with  rain,  lagged 
behind  their  regiments,  only  to  be  overtaken  and  hurried  on  their  march  by  Rush's 
troop  of  lancers. 

"Sunday,  January  25th.  The  sick  in  our  hospital,  thirty  in  number,  were  removed  in 
ambulances  to  the  general  hospital,  at  Windmill  Point,  near  Aquia  Creek  Landing. 
The  funeral  of  Hugh  White,  of  Company  C,  who  died  of  typhoid  pneumonia,  took 
place  to-da}\ 

"  January  26th.  General  Burnside  turned  over  the  command  of  the  army  to  General 
Hooker.  Alexander  Ryan,  of  Company  H,  died  at  Windmill  Point  Hospital,  to  which  he 
was  removed  yesterday— an  aggravated  case  of  typhoid  fever. 

"  January  29th.  Snow  on  the  ground  a  foot  in  depth.  A  romantic  wedding  was  cele- 
brated at  an  old  house  on  our  picket-line,  between  the  Drum-Major  of  the  Fifty-third 
Pennsylvania  Regiment  and  a  simple-minded,  pretty  young  Southern  girl,  about 
seventeen.  I  have  since  learned— be  it  said  to  his  everlasting  shame  and  disgrace— that 
he  is  already  married  at  home.  Corporal  James  Elwell,  of  Company  H,  died  at  Wind, 
mill  Point  Hospital.    He  was  a  good  officer,  and  faithful  soldier  and  friend. 

"January  81st.  Paymaster  made  his  appearance  in  camp.  Great  rejoicing  among  th< 
boys.  Regiment  received  pay  for  two  months,  lacking  a  day.  From  the  amount  paid 
to  Company  II,  the  boys  sent  home  over  one  thousand  dollars.  Company  B,  be;:.,' 
next  highest  on  the  list,  sent  home  nine  hundred  and  iifty-nve  dollars.  Colonel  Cook, 
of  Trenton,  carried  home  the  money  for  them. 

"  February  od.     Order  received  that  two  out  of  every  one  hundred  men  reporting  f  : 
duty  should  have  a  furlough  for  ten  days,  which  created  much  joy  throughout  i!: 
regiment. 

"February  4th.  Regiment  resumed  company  and  battalion  drills.  Last  night  v  - 
considered,  without  exception,  the  coldest  of  the  campaign. 

"  February  7th.  The  boys  of  the  various  companies  visited  the  new  camping  ground. 
afterwards  known  as  *  Camp  Robertson,'  bearing  that  name  in  honor  of  our  exec'. lei  ' 
Colonel. 

"  February  8th.     Major  General  Couch,  commanding  our  corps,  visited  the  regmn  '•' 
Came  to  examine  the  hospital  and  visit  the  sick.     William  Tinker,  of  Company  B,  « 
buried  at  our  regimental  burying-ground  to-day. 

"February  10th.     Colonel  Robertson  having  been  assigned  to  the  command  of  1 
brigade,  Major  Fithian  commanded  the  regiment. 

"February  12th.     Order  read  on  dress-parade,  furnishing  soft  bread  four  tiui<  • 
week." 
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rifled  muskets,  and  a  week  later  the  following  promotions  were 
announced:  First  Lieutenant  Simpkins,  of  Company  A.  to  be  Cap- 
tain of  the  same  company ;  Second  Lieutenant  Hancock,  of  Com- 
pany A,  to  be  First  Lieutenant  of  Company  I ;  Sergeant-Major 
Thompson,  to  be  Second  Lieutenant  of  Company  A  ;  Orderly- Ser- 
geant BarraclirT  of  Company  F,  to  be  Sergeant-Major/ 

At  length  spring  opened,  and  with  it  active  service  was  resumed. 
On  the  28th  of  April,  the  Twenty-fourth  Eegiment,  with  the  rest 
of  the  brigade,  broke  camp,  and  on  the  following  day,  crossed  the 
Rappahannock  at  United  States  Ford,  where  it  remained  until  the 
afternoon  of  the  30th,  when,  after  a  march  of  six  hours,  it  halted 
in  a  corn-field  near  Chancellorsville.  At  this  time,  our  army  was 
rapidly  concentrating  at  this  point,  and  General  Hooker  already 
congratulated  himself  as  having  the  enemy  within  his  clutch, 
prematurely  issuing  an  order  in  which  he  announced  that  "  certain 
destruction"  awaited  the  army  of  Lee.  But  while  the  combatants 
were  marshaling  their  forces,  and  now  and  then  coming  in  col- 
lision, the  Twenty-fourth  Eegiment  remained  inactive,  Kimball's 
(now  Carroll's)  Brigade  being  held  in  reserve,  and  it  was  not  until 
Sunday,  .the  3d  of  May,  that  the  command  became  actually  en- 
gaged. On  that  day,  heavy  firing  commenced  at  an  early  hour 
all  along  our  lines,  and  for  hours  the  Twenty-fourth  was  exposed 
to  the  incessant  shelling  of  the  enemy,  who.  having  the  advantage 
of  our  forces,  approached   its   position   nearer   and   nearer.      At 

I  About  this  time  an  order  was  issued  for  the  honorable  discharge  of  Captain  Gar- 
'.vood,  of  Company  A.  The  following  notes  relates  to  a  memorable  incident  of  the 
regimental  experience  about  this  time : 

44  Thursday,  April  2d,  was  an  eventful  day  in  caup.  Copies  of  the  infamous  'Peace 
^••solutions,'  passed  by  the  New  Jersey  Legislature,  having  been  received  and  pretty 
generally  read,  the  soldiers  of  the  Twenty-fourth  assembled  in  convention  and  unani- 
mously passed  a  series  of  resolutions  severely  condemning  the  action  of  the  Legisla- 
ture. Speeches  were  made  by  Colonel  W.  B.  Robertson,  Chaplain  Stockton,  Surgeon 
W.  S.  Newell,  Captain  II.  S.  Thompson  and  Lieutenant  W.  E.  Potter,  of  the  Twelfth 
New  Jersey,  and  Lieutenants  C.  W.  Wilkins,  D.  W.  Bartine  and  J.  J.  Reeves.  This 
was  one  of  the  iincst  meetings  ever  held  in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  Occ. 

"  Sunday,  April  10th.  Funeral  services  of  Private  Chamberlain,  of  Company  1,  eon- 
ducted  by  the  Chaplain. 

II  Monday,  20th.  Captain  Sailer  detailed  to  sit  as  a  member,  and  Lieutenant  Reeves 
as  Judge  Advocate,  of  Brigade  Court-Martial.  The  charges  preferred  during  this 
Bcgsion  were  all  against  members  of  other  regiments.  Major  Wilson,  of  the  Twenty- 
eighth  New  Jersey,  acted  as  President.". — Xotcs  of  an  officer. 
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length,  a  flank  movement  being  attempted  by  a  part  of  Stonewall 
Jackson's  forces,  Carroll's  Brigade  was  ordered  into  a  dense  thicket 
to  relieve  another  command  which  had  been  sent  in  to  repulse  the 
foe — the  men  being  directed  to  lie  down  with  muskets  half-cocked, 
in  readiness  to  fire  as  occasion  might  demand.  The  enemy,  how- 
ever, being  in  superior  force,  and  having  a  more  accurate  knowl- 
edge of  the  ground,  suddenly  assailed  the  brigade  with  great 
violence,  both  on  the  front  and  flank,  compelling  it,  after  firing  but 
a  few  rounds,  to  retreat  to  the  open  ground,  where  it  found  pro- 
tection from  further  assault,  our  heavy  guns  opening  vigorously 
upon  the  rebels,  and  preventing  their  advance.  In  this  affair. 
Colonel  Robertson  was  in  command  of  the  regiment,  and  acted 
with  great  steadiness.  Major  Fithian,  who  had  been  detached 
from  the  regiment  to  act  as  aid  to  General  French,  manifested 
much  gallantry,  and  received  merited  praise  from  the  Commanding 
General.  The  loss  in  killed  and  wounded  in  the  regiment  was 
comparatively  small.  Lieutenant  John  Springer,  of  Company  B, 
(but  recently  promoted,)  received  a  severe  wound  in  his  right  thigh, 
from  the  effects  of  which  he  died.  Corporal  John  Chapman,  of 
Company  A,  also  received  a  ball  in  his  thigh.  Sergeant  Heritage, 
of  Company  B,  was  killed.  Captain  James  Smith,  of  the  same 
company,  received  a  ball  in  his  left  leg,  Lieutenant  James  J. 
Reeves,  of  Company  LT,  a  ball  in  the  left  hand  and  wrist,  and 
Sergeant  Carll,  of  the  same  company,  a  ball  in  the  right  leg.  The 
losses  did  not  exceed  forty,  all  told,  in  killed,  wounded  and  missing. 
The  withdrawal  of  the  army  having  been  determined  upon,  the 
Twenty-fourth,  with  the  rest  of  the  brigade,  made  its  way  back  to 
the  United  States  Ford,  whence,  having  crossed  on  the  6th,  it  pro- 
ceeded to  its  old  camp,  where  it  continued  to  do  picket-duty  until 
ordered  to  Washington.  Proceeding  thence  to  Beverly,  in  due 
time  the  regiment  was  mustered  out  of  service,  and  the  men,  as 
they  were  paid  off,  returned  to  their  homes.  At  Bridgeton,  Salem. 
Millville  and  elsewhere,  public  receptions  were  tendered  to  the 
home-coming  companies;  and  so,  amid  the  % salutations  and  re- 
joicings of  friends  and  kindred,  the  soldiers  of  the  Twenty-fourth, 
having  faithfully  discharged  their  duty  on  every  field   to  which 
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:!icy  were  called,  dropped  contentedly  into  the  old  paths,  and 
occupied  once  more  the  places  they  had  filled  before  their  feet 
turned  battle-ward.  The  losses  of  the  command  had  been  severe, 
bat  the  dead  had  fallen  in  a  holy  cause,  and  from  their  ashes,  and 
those  of  all  our  martyred  ones,  a  rich  crop  of  blessings  shall  yet 
spring  up,  enriching  generations  to  come. 


CHAPTER    XIX. 
THE    TWENTY-FIFTH     REGIMENT. 

Amoxg-  the  nine  months'  regiments  sent  to  the  field  from  Xevr 
Jersey,  few  performed  more  signal  service,  or  made  a  finer  record 
than  the  Twenty-fifth.  The  regiment,  composed  about  equally  of 
citizens  of  the  northern  and  southern  sections  of  the  State,  was 
fortunate  in  securing  as  its  commander  a  man  of  thorough  soldierly 
qualifications,  combined  with  great  energy  and  force  of  character, 
whose  heart  'was  in  the  work  in  which  he  was  engaged,  and  who, 
enjoying  the  entire  confidence  of  his  command,  was  able  to  make 
it,  in  the  highest  degree,  useful  and  efficient.1  The  men,  moreover, 
composing  the  regiment,  were  of  the  best  class,  whether  as  to  intel- 
ligence or  personal  physique,  and  adapted  themselves  readily  and 
cheerfully  to  all  the  requirements  of  the  service. 

The  Twenty-fifth  left  its  camp  at  Beverly  on  the  10th  of  Octo- 
ber, 1862,  and  arrived  at  Washington  on  the  following  day.  Going 
into  camp  at  Capitol  Hill,  it  was  assigned  to  the  Second  Brigade  of 
Casey's  Division,  consisting  of  the  Twenty-seventh  New  Jersey, 
Twelfth  and  Thirteenth  Vermont  and  Twelfth  Massachusetts  Bat- 
tery— Colonel  Derrom  being  placed  in  temporary  command  of  the 

1  Colonel  Andrew  Derrom  was  appointed  Chairman  of  the  "War  Committee  of  Pater- 
son,  entrusted  with  the  raising  of  troops  under  the  call  of  1802,  and  through  bis 
exertions,  supported  by  those  of  the  Committee,  the  first  quota  of  Passaic  County 
was  filled  in  fourteen  days  after  dt  was  announced.  In  the  call  for  nine  months'  nun. 
he  raised  the  quota  of  the  county,  five  hundred  men,  in  two  days,  being  obliged  t;> 
refuse  many  who  oilercd  in  excess  of  the  number  desired.  He  then,  desiring  to  see- 
the five  companies  properly  placed,  proceeded  with  them  to  Trenton,  and  succeeded 
in  having  them  consolidated  with  five  companies  from  the  southern  part  of  the  State, 
then  in  camp  at  Beverly.  The  officers  of  the  regiment  thereupon  unanimously  eleetcu 
him  Colonel,  and  although  his  business— that  of  an  architect  and  builder— needed  !>•  • 
personal  superintendence,  he  promptly  accepted  the  position,  joining  the  command  on 
two  days'  notiee,  and  addressing  himself  at  once  with  vigor  and  enthusiasm  to  i^" 
work  of  promoting  its  discipline  and  efficiency.     Fortunately,  he  had  for  many  y  ■'■' 
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brigade  Early  in  November  the  regiment  was  dispatched  to  Fair- 
fax Seminary,  Virginia,  where  it  was  for  a  short  time  engaged  on 
picket-duty,  but  on  the  30th  of  that  month,  receiving  marching 
orders,  proceeded  to  Aqnia  Creek,  a  distance  of  eighty  miles.  The 
conduct  of  the  command  during  this  march,  which  was  one  of  great 
difliculty,  a  snow-storm  prevailing  during  a  part  of  the  time,  was 
admirable,  eliciting  the  special  commendation  of  the  Colonel. 
Aquia  Creek  was  reached  on  the  8th,  the  regiment  crossing  the 
Potomac  in  transports  from  Liverpool  Point,  and  on  the  following 
day  proceeding  directly  to  Falmouth,  where  it  was  assigned  to  the 
First  Brigade,  Third  Division,  Ninth  Army  Corps.  Here,  though 
wearied  by  a  Jong  march,  the  regiment  was  at  once  called  into 
active  service.  On  the  morning  of  the  11th,  General  Burnside, 
having  completed  his  plans  for  a  demonstration,  opened  his  bat- 
teries upon  Fredericksburg,  under  cover  of  which  pontoons  were 
thrown  across  the  river,  and  our  troops  pushed  over  and  occupied 
the  town,  the  enemy  slowly  retiring  to  his  works  on  the  Heights. 
The  Ninth  Corps  lying  immediately  opposite  Fredericksburg,  was 
particularly  exposed  to  the  enemy's  fire,  but  crossed  with  great 
gallantry,  the  First  Brigade  of  the  Third  Division  being  the  second 
to  occupy  the  place,  one  of  its  regiments  crossing  some  time  before 
the  bridges  were  laid.  The  Twenty-fifth  immediately  upon  reach- 
nig  the  south  bank,  threw  out  pickets  along  the  streets,  and  so 
remained  until  the  morning  of  the  13th,  when  the  Ninth  Corps 
went  into  action.  The  duty  before  this  corps  was  arduous  and  dan- 
gerous, being  to  attack  the  enemy  advantageously  posted  in  the 
v.oods  and  hills  lying  back  of  Fredericksburg,  and  where  he  had 

*njoyed  the  benefit  of  the  information  and  experience  of  his  father,  who  was  in  the 
British  service,  and  he  was  on  this  account  peculiarly  qualified,  either  as  an  organizer 
or  disciplinarian,  for  the  position  to  which  he  was  chosen,  During  the  whole  period 
of  service,  he  performed  every  duty  laid  upon  him  with  marked  efficiency  and  accept- 
ance, and  returned  from  the  field,  at  the  expiration  of  the  term  of  enlistmeut,  only 
tii'jrc  esteemed  by  his  men  than  when  he  first  assumed  command.  As  exhibiting  the 
estimate  in  which  he  was  held  by  his  men,  the  following,  from  a  Cape  May  paper, 
*liose  editor  visited  the  regiment  while  it  was  lying  at  Suffolk,  is  here  added  :  "  The 
whole  regiment  is  warmly  attached  to  Colonel  Qcrrom.  We  do  not  believe  there  is  au 
••tticer  in  the  service,  in  whom  are  combined,  in  a  higher  degree,  the  necessary  quali- 
"'■tttons  for  his  position,  than  the  Colonel  of  the  Twenty-fifth.  He  is  brave  and 
efficient,  an  excellent  disciplinarian,  and  commands  his  men  by  commanding  their 
Aspect  aud  esteem." 
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constructed  formidable  earthworks  which  were  defended  by  numer- 
ous batteries.  The  odds  were  fearful,  but  the  brave  troops  of  the 
Ninth  pushed  steadily  forward,  clearing  their  way  to  a  plain  at  the 
foot  of  the  first  ridge.  There  the  order  was  given  to  storm  the 
enemy's  works,  and  two  divisions  advanced  to  the  perilous  task, 
marching  dauntlessly  across  the  plain  until  within  a  dozen  or 
twenty  yards  of  the  ridge.  Then  the  rebel  infantry,  stationed 
behind  a  stone  wall,  opened  a  murderous  fire.  For  a  moment  the 
bead  of  the  column  was  thrown  into  confusion,  but  rallying,  it  was 
reinforced,  and  again  moved  forward.  But  the  attempt  to  dislodge 
the  enemy  was  vain.  From  the  moment  the  brave  columns  left 
the  shelter  of  the  ravine  where  they  had  formed  for  the  assault 
until  they  reached  the  foot  of  the  hill,  the  rebel  artillery  and  infan- 
try poured  a  terrific  concentrated  fire  upon  the  advancing  line : 
and  again  it  came  to  a  halt,  then  broke  and  retired.  But  now,  the 
situation  growing  desperate,  Getty's  Division,  including  the  Twenty- 
fifth,  was  ordered  up,  and  charged  directly  upon  the  entrenchments — 
the  Jerseymen  forming  the  center  of  the  attacking  force.  Pushing 
steadily  forward  a  distance  of  some  eight  hundred  yards,  over 
fences,  ravines  and  swamps,  the  regiment,  just  at  dusk,  charged 
with  a  cheer  to  a  plateau  only  fifty  paces  from  the  wall  held  by  the 
enemy,  exposed  all  the  way  to  a  murderous  fire,  but  bravely  press- 
ing on  and  holding  their  advanced  position.  But  this  was  but  fov 
a  little  time.  At  length,  the  supports  having  fallen  back,  and  the 
darkness  rendering  it  impossible  to  manceuver  longer  with  safety 
— the  enemy,  moreover,  having  perfect  command  of  the  position — 
the  regiment  was  reluctantly  withdrawn,  still,  however,  fighting 
gallantly,  and  pouring  in  volleys  of  musketry,  as  it  fell  back.  By 
this  time,  other  parts  of  the  line  had  also  been  finally  driven  back, 
and  the  enemy  having  re-occupied  his  advanced  position,  fche 
Twenty-fifth,  with  its  division,  bivouacked  on  the  ground  from 
which  it  had  moved  to  the  assault.  The  loss  of  the  regiment  in 
this  battle  was  nine  killed,  fifty-eight  wounded  and  eighteen  miss- 
ing. The  conduct  of  the  men  was  excellent  throughout,  being 
much  more  steady,  indeed,  than  that  of  some  other  regiments. 
The   following  congratulatory  order,  dated   "Bivouac,  streets  <•! 
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Fredericksburg,"  was  issued  by  the  Colonel  commanding  on  the  day 
.il'ter  the  engagement : 

"I.  The  Colonel  Commanding  takes  great  pleasure  in  giving  credit  to  the  officers 
iad  men  in  general  of  this  regiment,  engaged  in  the  action  of  yesterday.  Their  cool- 
m *.  under  the  trying  circumstances  in  which  they  •were  placed,  stamps  them  as 
*..»rthy  comrades  of  the  veterans  of  the  army. 

••  II.  The  few  who  in  the  time  of  danger  skulked  from  their  duty  to  their  country, 
•«  ill  in  due  time  receive  their  reward. 

••  III.  The  noble  men  whom  we  have  lost  (killed  in  action)  we  mourn  for,  and  sym- 
pathize with  their  families  in  their  affliction — while  we  hope  that  their  and  our  loss 
a. SI  be  the  eternal  gain  of  our  late  comrades. 

"  IV.  Iu  congratulating  all  on  the  hold  front  the  regiment  displayed,  and  for  our 
j  reservation  from  greater  loss  under  the  terrific  fire  of  the  enemy,  it  is  proper  that  we 
»hould  render  thanks  unto  God  for  His  merciful  j>rovidence. 

"Andrew  Derrom,  Colonel  Commanding." 

Going  into  camp  after  this  sanguinary  battle,  at  its  old  position 
near  Falmouth,  the  regiment  remained  unemployed  until  earty  in 
February,  when  it  was  transferred  with  its  division  to  Newport 
News,  whence,  on  the  13th  of  March,  it  proceeded  to  Suffolk,  and 
encamped  but  a  short  distance  from  the  Dismal  Swamp,  near  Fort 
Jericho,  a  work  commanding  the  railroad  running  to  Portsmouth. 
Here  detachments  of  the  command  were  employed  in  picket-duty 
and  in  other  duties  until  early  in  April,  when,  the  enemy  (some 
thirty  thousand  strong)  having  crossed  the  Blackwater  and  taken 
a  position  in  our  front,  the  regiment  was  put  into  the  entrenchments, 
a  portion  manning  the  completed  works  while  others  constructed 
new  defences,  built  bridges,  and  opened  and  established  necessary 
roads.  The  position  of  our  army  at  this  time  was  extremely  criti- 
cal. Longstreet's  object  clearly  was  to  cross  the  Nansemond,  over- 
whelm the  garrison,  seize  the  roads  to  Norfolk,  and  cut  off  our 
supplies.  His  success  in  this  movement  would  have  placed  both 
Norfolk  and  Portsmouth  at  his  mercy ;  and  it  became,  therefore,  of 
tne  utmost  consequence  that  our  position  on  the  Nansemond  should 
he  firmly  and  inflexibly  held  against  all  comers.      Fortunately, 

»eneral  Peck  was  equal  to  the  emergency.  Fathoming  the  plans 
°*  the  rebel  commander,  he,  as  we  have  seen,  disposed  his  troops 
so  as  to  command  the  Nansemond  for  a  distance  of  eight  miles. 

*  lie  banks  of  the  river  being  of  such  a  character  that  troops  could 
not,  without  making  long  marches  around  ravines,  creeks,  and 
swamps,  pass  as  reinforcements,  General  Getty,  commanding  the 
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Third  Division,  ordered  the  construction  of  a  military  road  several 
miles  long,  including  several  bridges  and  long  spaces  of  corduroy, 
following  the  general  course  of  the  river-bank.  This  work,  at  once 
arduous  and  important,  was  largely  performed  by  the  Twenty -fifth 
New  Jersey,  while  the  bridges  were  in  almost  every  instance  con- 
structed under  the  direction  of  Colonel  Derrom.  Two  of  these 
bridges — one  over  Broer's  Creek,  near  Suffolk,  and  the  other  over 
Jericho  Creek — were  not  only  built  but  designed  by  that  officer,  and 
were  constructed  almost  entirely  without  tools,  the  workmen  using 
only  wood  axes,  one  augur  and  one  small  chisel.  Each  bridge  was 
built  in  from  five  to  ten  hours,  and  though,  subjected  to  the  severest 
tests,  columns  of  troops,  trains  of  loaded  wagons,  and  the  heaviest 
field  ordnance  and  siege  pieces  repeatedly  crossing  over  them,  they 
stood  unshaken.2  * 

We  have  seen  that  upon  Longstreet  appearing  in  our  front,  our 
troops  promptly  constructed  new  defences,  and  in  other  ways 
strengthened  their  position.  These  defences  were  for  several  days 
vigorously  assailed,  but  without  appreciable  effect.  At  length,  on 
the  14th  of  April,  our  gunboats  co-operating,  our  batteries  on  the 
Nansemond  opened  resistlessly  on  the  enemy's  position,  bringing 
on  a  sharp  engagement  which  resulted  in  the  capture  of  several  of 
the  rebel  guns  and  a  number  of  prisoners.  In  this  affair  several 
companies  of  the  Twenty-fifth  were  engaged  as  supports  to  our  bat- 
teries, doing  excellent  service.  On  the  24th,  another  engagement 
occurred  between  an  expeditionary  force  of  our  troops  and  the 
enemy,  but  the  Twenty-fifth  did  not  participate,  being  engaged  in 
other  duties. 

2  The  bridge  over  Broer's  Creek— over  seventy  feet  in  length,  and  the  foundation 
resting  on  a  muddy  bottom  in  ten  feet  of  water— was  thrown  across  in  five  hours,  thv 
whole  structure,  including  the  cutting  down  of  the  timber  and  the  corduroying  of 
the  approaches  through  a  thick  wood,  being  completed  in  less  than  a  day  with  ■ 
detail  of  sixty  men.  Colonel  Derrom  appears  to  have  suggested  this  whole  system  of 
roads  and  bridges,  by  means  of  which,  mainly,  Longstreet  was  checkmated.  A  Icticr 
from  General  Getty  to  Colonel  Derrom  says  :  "  More  especially  were  your  suggestion* 
on  the  subject  of  military  bridges  of  value.  The  bridges  constructed  by  you,  and 
after  your  own  invention,  over  Broer's  Creek,  during  the  siege  of  Suffolk,  in  April 
last,  were  of  the  greatest  importance.  Thrown  with  great  rapidity,  and  at  a  crith  ■■'■ 
moment,  by  cutting  oil' a  detour  of  live  miles,  and  thus  bringing  the  troops  on  t"' 
Nansemond  River  into  close  and  rapid  communication  with  each  other  and  w.ii!i 
Suffolk,  they  contributed  essentially  to  the  successful  termination  of  the  siege." 
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During  the  last  week  in  April  the  rebels  moved  a  considerable 
body  of  troops  in  front  of  our  lines,  and  constructing  rifle-pits. 
oriously  annoyed  those  of  our  troops  who  occupied  the  outposts. 

<  ieneral  Peck,  accordingly,  determined  to  attack  the  enemy,  drive 
him  from  one  portion  of  the  front,  and  also  to  ascertain  whether 
Longstreet  had  reinforced  the  rebels  near  Eichmond.  To  this  end 
a  reconnoissance  in  force  was  ordered,  consisting  of  three  brigades, 
embracing  eleven  regiments,  (including  the  Twenty-fifth,)  two  bat- 
teries, and  a  detachment  of  mounted  riflemen.  To  reach  the.  route 
by  which  it  was  proposed  to  advance,  it  was  necessary  to  cross  the 
XanBemond  Eiver,  which  had  been  formerly  spanned  by  a  bridge 
now  partially  destroyed.  During  the  night  previous  to  the  move- 
ment, the  bridge  was  temporarily  repaired,  and  at  nine  o'clock  on 
the  morning  of  May  3d,  the  One  Hundred  and  Third  New  York, 
the  advance  guard,  crossed  the  river,  closely  followed  by  the 
Twenty -fifth  New  Jersey3  Thirteenth  New  Hampshire  and  Eighty- 
ninth  New  York,  the  cavalry  and  artillery  bringing  up  the  rear — 
the  Union  forts  and  gunboats  meanwhile  shelling  the  woods  towards 
which  our  troops  must   advance,  and  in   which   the  enemy  was 

•lasted.  Immediately  upon  reaching  the  opposite  side  of  the  river 
the  advancing  regiments  were  met  by  a  galling  fire  from  the  rebel 
sharpshooters,  but,  making  no  reply  to  this  fire,  the  brigade  pressed 
firmly  forward  to  the  summit  of  a  hill  leading  from  the  river, 
where  it  formed  in  line  of  battle  parallel  to  the  woods — the  One 
Hundred  and  Third  New  York  and  Twenty-fifth  New  Jersey  tak- 
ing position  to  the  right  of  the  road,  and  the  Eighty-ninth  and 
t Thirteenth  New  York  on  the  left  of  it.  Still  the  enemy  poured  in 
a  steady  fire,  but  the'  attacking  column  did  not  for  a  moment  falter. 
Moving  off  at  the  word  of  command,  they  gradually  pushed  the 
enemy  before  them,  driving  him  from  his  shelter,  and  at  length 
'obtaining  position  near  the  edge  of  the  woods,  where  a  continuous 
fne  was  kept  up  until  one  o'clock.  At  that  hour,  the  Thirteenth 
New  Hampshire  and  Eighty-ninth  New  York  charged  on  the  rifle- 
pits  in  the  undergrowth,  and  after  a  stubborn  contest,  drove  the 

<  nemy  in  great  confusion.     Meanwhile,  the  Twenty-fifth  was  steadily 
advancing,  and  reinforcements  coming  up  shortly  after,  the  field 
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at  all  points  was  won,  the  enemy's  first  line  of  rifle-pits  being  at  all 
points  in  our  possession.  The  behavior  of  the  men  of  the  Twenty- 
fifth  during  the  whole  clay  was  most  admirable,  and  to  their  indom- 
itable gallantry  was  largely  due  the  success  of  the  expedition.  The 
loss  of  the  regiment  was  two  killed  and  nine  wounded.  Anions 
the  former  was  Chaplain  Butler  who  was  mortally  wounded  while 
moving  about  the  field  in  efforts  to  alleviate  the  sufferings  of  the 
wounded,8  and  who  only  four  hours  before  had  lifted  his  hands  in 
prayer  over  the  regiment  as  it  marched  to  the  field. 

Longstreet  now  abandoning  the  siege,  about  a  week  subsequent 
to  this  last  engagement  the  Twenty -fifth  Eegiment  moved  to  a  point 
near  Norfolk,  and  not  far  from  the  Elizabeth  River,  where  it  con- 
structed a  fort,  which  in  compliment  to  the  State,  was  named  Fort 
New  Jersey,  by  order  of  General  (Hetty.  This  fbrt  occupied  some 
five  acres  of  .ground,  with  a  parapet  of  two  thousand  and  four 
hundred  feet  square,  and  was  built  under  the  superintendence  of 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Ayres.  It  stood  throughout  the  war  as  a  monu- 
ment of  the  industry  and  endurance  of  New  Jersey  troops,  who, 
from  first  to  last,  proved  themselves  equal  to  every  duty. 

This  was  the  last  work  in  which  the  Twenty -fifth  was  engaged.  m 
On  the  4th  of  June,  it  was  ordered  to  proceed  to  Portsmouth  and 
take  transportation  for  New  Jersey,  and  four  days  later  reached 
Camp  Cadwallader,  at  Beverly,  where  on  the  20th  of  June  it  was 
mustered  out  of  the  service.  Upon  quitting  the  field,  the  regiment 
was'  complimented  in  a  special  order  by  General  Getty,  in  the 
course  of  which  he  said  :  "  Since  the  regiment  joined  this  division 
last  November,  they  have  improved  as  soldiers  with  great  rapidity  ; 
from  the  most  inexperienced  they  have  become  worthy  to  be  ranked 
as  veterans.  Everything  required  of  them  has  been  performed 
cheerfully  and  well,  and  they  return  home  with  the  proud  con- 
sciousness of  having  done  their  duty."  Colonel  Derrom,  on  the 
muster-out  of  the  regiment,  issued  the  following  order : 

["  Regimental  Order,  No.  97.] 
44  After  an  honorable  term  of  military  service,  the  officers  and  men  of  the  Twenty- 

3  Chaplain  Butler  Was  a  man  of  the  most  exalted  character  and  the  very  pure*! 
patriotism,  and -was  universally  beloved  by  the  men,  in  -whose  service  he  eo  bravely 
died. 
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£dh  Regiment  New  Jersey  Volunteers,  are  assembled  to  be  mustered  out  of  the 
K-rvfce  of  the  United  States.  During  the  time  the  regiment  has  been  in  the  service, 
<  very  duty,  whether  in  training  routine  or  in  action,  has  been  performed  with  cheer. 
fulacss  and  alacrity.  The  conduct  of  the  regiment  has  been  most  exemplary,  both  in 
*  moral  aud  military  view.  Let  the  good  name  of  the  regiment  be  ever  held  in 
rvmembrance  by  the  officers  and  men,  and  in  afterlife  let  us  all  lookback  with  pleasure 
jj  on  the  honorable  connection  each  officer  and  man  has  had  in  building  up  and  sus  - 
Ulnlog  this  good  name.  Let  us  so  act  in  all  our  future  conduct  that  we  may  ever 
boost  that  we  have  been  members  of  the  Twenty-fifth  New  Jersey  Volunteers. 

*•  We  will,  at  the  close  of  our  service,  offer  up  unto  Almighty  God  our  thanksgiving 
and  praise  for  His  infinite  mercy  and  loving  kindness  unto  us,  in  supporting,  guiding 
;uid  protecting  us  through  many  dangers  and  temptations,  and  bringing  us  safely  back 
to  our  homes." 

While  the  casualties  of  the  Twenty-fifth,  as  compared  with  those  of 
many  other  regiments,  were  few,  and  its  achievements  were  not 
celebrated,  as  were  those  of  some  other  commands,  in  bulletins 
from  the  battle-field,  its  services  were  none  the  less  important,  and 
its  labors  none  the  less  arduous  and  severe.  Ko  regiment  ever 
performed,  in  the  same  period  of  time,  more  exhausting  labors,  and 
few  have  a  brighter  record  of  duty  always  cheerfully  and  faithfully 
done.  During  the  siege  of  Suffolk,  as i  has  been  seen,  it  was  con- 
spicuous in  the  construction  of  breastworks,  rifle-pits  and  military 
roads  and  bridges,  as  well  as  in  the  performance  of  arduous  military 
duties,  in  supporting  batteries,  manning  rifle-pits  and  doing  picket- 
duty  in  the  face  of  the  enemy — while  in  the  field  its  courage  shone 
out  lustrously  in  every  contest  in  which  it  was  engaged.  Shrinking 
from  no  peril,  halting  at  no  obstacles,  maintaining  the  honor -of  the 
nation's  flag,  it  deserved  the  plaudits  which  welcomed  it  home,  and 
followed  those  who  had  served  in  its  ranks  into  the  retirement  of 
private  life.4 


4  The  following  statistics  furnish  details  as  to  the  composition  of  the  regiment,  the 
localities  in  which  it  was  raised,  the  names  of  officers  and  men,  and  their  several  oceu- 
pUions: 

Colonel,  Andrew  Derrom,  architect  and  builder,  Paterson,  Passaic  County. 

Lieutenant-Colonel,  E.  J.  Ayres,  grocer,  Paterson,  Passaic  County. 

Major,  J.  Kelly  Brown,  nurseryman,  Camden,  Camden  County. 

Adjutant,  Daniel  B.  Murphy,  mechanic,  Camden,  Camden  County. 

Quartermaster,  James  Inglis,  Jr.,  stationer,  Paterson,  Passaic  County. 

Surgeon,  James  Reiley,  M.  D.,  Morristown. 

First  Assistant-Surgeon,  Robert  M.  Batcman,  M.  D.,  Bridgeton. 

Second  Assistant-Surgeon,  SeHrhjq  Daily,  M.  D.,  Newark. 

Chaplain,  Francis  E.  Butler,  Presbyterian,  Paterson,  Passaic  County. 

Sergeant-Major,  Charles  J.  Field,  tobacconist,  Camden,  Camden  County. 

Quartermaster-Sergeant,  John  Murehamp,  clerk,  Camden,  Camden  County. 
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Commissary-Sergeant,  J.  R.  Putuain,  lawyer,  Paterson,  Passaic  County. 
Hospital-Steward,  D.  McAuslan,  clerk,  Paterson,  Passaic  County. 
"Ward-Master,  George  Gravclius,  barber,  Paterson,  Passaic  County. 
Drill-Sergeant,  William  McDonough,  huckster,  Camden,  Camden  County. 
Drum-Major,  A.  J.  "Williams,  cigar-maker,  "West  Milford. 
Colonel's  Orderly,  E.  L.  Townsend,  farmer,  Cape  May. 

Company  A. 

This  company  was  raised  in  Paterson,  Passaic  County.  Total  strength,  101.  Com- 
missioned Officers — Captain,  John  McKiernan,  coppersmith ;  First  Lieutenant,  Andrew 
Rogers,  coppersmith;  Second  Lieutenant,  T.  B.  Richards,  machinist. 

The  occupations  of  the  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  were  as  follows  : 
Bridge  builder,  1 ;  boiler  makers,  6;  blacksmiths,  4;  baker,  1;  bleachers,  2;  carpenter?, 
5;  cotton  spinners,  2;  clerk,  1;  coppersmith,  1 ;  farmers,  14;  mason,  1 ;  machinist-, 
15;  moulders,  3;  millwrights, 4;  engineer,  1;  mineral  water  men,  4 ;  silkmaker,  1;  shoe- 
makers, 5;  sailor,  1 ;  laborers,  24;  pattern  makers,  1 ;  tin  and  sheet  iron  worker,  1. 

First  Lieutenant  Andrew  Rogers,  of  this  company,  was  promoted  to  Captain  and 
transferred  to  Company  F,  same  regiment,  and  Fourth  Sergeant  Samuel  G.  McKiernan 
was  promoted  First  Lieutenant,  to  fill  the  vacancy.  First  Sergeant  Gibson,  reported 
wounded  at  Fredericksburg,  was  appointed  Second  Lieutenant.  This  company  had 
five  privates  killed  in  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg,  December  13,  18G2 — also  nine 
wounded ;  two  men  wounded  at  Suffolk,  May  3,  1863. 

Company  B. 

This  company  was  raised  in  the  following  places  in  Atlantic  County :  Egg  Harbor. 
76  men  ;  Hamillton,  17  men ;  Atlantic  City,  4  men  ;  Mullica  township,  2  men;  Galloway 
township,  1  man,  and  1  from  Salem  County.  Total,  101.  Commissioned  Officers— 
Captain,  Somers  T.  Champion,  artist;  First  Lieutenant,  Jethre  V.  Albertson,  ship 
builder;  Second  Lieutenant,  D.  Somers  Risley,  ship  builder. 

Non-conunissioned  Officers  and  Privates — Ambrotypist,  1 ;  blacksmith,  1;  carpenters,  4 ; 
farmers,  20;  laborers,  25;  moulder,  1;  oystermen,  32;  school  teacher,  1 ;  shoemaker,  1 ; 
watermen,  8  ;  wheelright,  1 ;  teamsters  3. 

The  company  had  five  men  wounded  and  two  men  missing  at  the  battle  before 
Fredericksburg,  December  13,  1862. 

Company  C. 

This  company  was  raised  in  Paterson,  Passaic  County.  Commissioned  Officers — Cap- 
tain, Archibald  Graham,  machinist;  First  Lieutenant,  Columbus  Force,  machinist; 
Second  Lieutenant,  R.  Parmley,  machinist. 

Xon-commissioticd  Officers  and  Privates — Boiler  makers,  7;  butcher,  1;  clerks,  3;  car; 
penters,  9;  engineers,  3;  farmers,  15;  laborers,  33;  machinists,  13;  masons,  2;  sheet 
and  iron  workers,  2 ;  silk  worker,  1;  moulders,  3;  shoemakers,  2;  tailor,  1;  weaver,  1 : 
wagon  trimmer,  2. 

This  company  had  4  men.  wounded  and  1  man  killed  at  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg', 
December  13,  1SG2.  Also,  1  Sergeant  killed  at  the  battle  of  Suffolk,  Virginia,  May  '.'-. 
1S63. 

Company  D. 

This  company  was  raised  in  Fairfield  township,  Cumberland  county.  Gommis&iontd 
Officers— Captain,  E.  F.  Garrctson,  ship  captain;  First  Lieutenant,  Samuel  Peacock, 
hotel  keeper;  Second  Lieutenant,  Joseph  Baternan,  carpenter. 

Non-commissioned  Officers  and  Privates — Artists,  1;  clerks,  3;  carpenters,  2;  fannen-i 
17;  glass  blowers,  3;  masons,  2;  watermen,  37;  laborers,  30;  shoemakers,  2;  spar 
maker,  1 ;  total,  101. 

This  company  had  nine  men  wounded  and  two  men  killed  at  the  battle  of  Freder- 
icksburg, December  13, 1862. 

Company  E. 

This  company  was  raised  in  West  Milford,  Passaic  County.     Commissioned  Officers— 
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Captain,  Alexander  Holmes,  machinist ;  First  Lieutenant,  George  P.  Freeman,  farmer : 
,•».  (ond  Lieutenant,  Charles  M.  Marsh,  lawyer. 

Son-commissioned  Officers  and  Privates — Artists,  5;  boiler  maker,  1;  blacksmith,  3; 
batcher,  1;  carpenter,  1;  clerk,  1;  engineer,  1;  barber,  1;  farmers,  20;  merchant,  1; 
^borers,  32;  lawyer,  1;  machinists,  4;  masons,  2;  painter,  1;  shoemakers,  2;  sheet 
;!\>n  workers,  3 ;  weavers,  2;  total  91. 

This  company  had  three  men  wounded  and  one  man  missing  in  action  at  the  battle 
•  <f  Fredericksburg,  December  13,  1SG2. 

Compaxy  F. 

This  company  was  raised  in  Dennis  and  Lower  townships,  Cape  May  County.  Com- 
mimaned  Officers— Captain,  David  Blenkon,  shoe  dealer;  First  Lieutenant,  Nicholas 
IV.  Godfrey,  carpenter ;  Second  Lieutenant  Henry  Y.  Willcts,  carpenter. 

Son-commissioned  Officers  and  Privates — Artists,  2;  carpenters,  8;  clerks,  2;  farmers, 
»>;  laborers,  33;  shoemaker,  1;  watermen,  8;  seaman,  1;  miller,  1 ;  printers,  2; 
total,  98. 

This  company  had  five  men  wounded  and  one  man  missing  (supposed  killed)  at  the 
battle  of  Fredericksburg,  December  13,  1852;  also  one  corporal  and  one  private 
mounded  at  Suffolk,  Ya.,  May  3,  1863. 

Company  G. 

This  company  was  raised  in  the  following  places:  Upper  Township,  Cape  May 
County,  39;  Weymouth,  Atlantic  County,  22 ;  Camden,  Camden  County,  25;  Morris 
River,  Cumberland  County,  9.  Commissioned  Officers — Captain,  Charles  R.  Powell, 
blacksmith  ;  First  Lieutenant,  Ewing  W.  Tibbies,  painter;  Second  Lieutenant,  Nicholas 
Corson,  school  teacher. 

Xon-commissioned  Officers  and  Privates — Bricklayers,  2;  blacksmith  1;  carpenters,  2; 
clerks,  3 ;  cigar  maker,  1;  sheet  iron  worker,  1;  seamen,  2;  watermen,  12;  carriage 
irimmer,  1;  dentist,  1;  masons,  1;  machinist,  1 ;  moulder,  1;  shoemaker,  1;  school 
teacher,  I;  farmers,  5;  millwright  1;  miller,  1;  printer,  1;  harness  makers,  2;  paint- 
er-, 2;  laborers,  50;  glass  cutter,  1;  glass  blower,  1;  total  98. 

This  company  had  eight  men  vvrounded  and  one  man  missing  (since  died  at  Rich- 
mond) at  the  battle  ol  Fredericksburg,  December  13,  1802.  Captain  C.  Force,  wounded 
at  the  battle  of  Suffolk,  May  3d,  1803.  (Columbus  Force,  First  Lieutenant  Company 
C,  promoted  Captain  of  Company  G.) 

COMPASTY  H. 

This  company  was  raised  in  Paterson,  Passaic  County.  Commissioned  Officers — 
r-H>tain,  Harvey  Beyea,  machinist;  First  Lieutenant,  Abraham  Vanderbilt,  carpenter; 
Second  Lieutenant,  Cornelius  Van  Wagoner,  merchant. 

Xon-commissioned  Officers  and  Privates — Artists,  3;  carpenters,  13 ;  box  makers,  2; 
botchers,  3;  belt  maker,  1;  bleacher,  1 ;  barber,  1 ;  clerks,  13;  cooper,  1 ;  copper. 
*a»Ufa,-l;  blacksmiths,  4 ;  daguerrean,  1 ;  engineer,  1;  farmers,  5;  goldbeater,  1; 
lawyers,  2;  laborers,  10;  machinists,  8;  mill  Wrights,  2 ;  moulder,  1 ;  printers,  2  ; 
painters,  3;  plumber,  1;  shoemakers,  4;  sawyer,  1;  silk  spinner,  1;  sheet  iron  work- 
'•%  2;  type  makers,  2;  tinkers,  2;  sash  and  blind  maker,  1;  silver  plater,  1;  tin- 
sauths,  2;  weaver,  1;  warper,  1;  total,  10L 

This  company  had  two  men  wounded  (one  having  died  and  the  other  discharged,  by 
f'-ason  of  their  wounds,)  at  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg,  December  13,  1802;  also 
two  men  wounded  at  the  battle  of  Suffolk,  Ya.,  May  3,  1803. 

Company  I. 

This  company  was  raised  in  the  following  counties  :  Capo  May  County,  G'J  ;  Atlantic 
County,  ~) ;  Cumberland  County,  1 ;  Camden  County,  25.  Commissioned  Officers— Captain, 
J'-  A.  Stevens,  farmer ;  First  Lieutenant,  J.  F.  Tomlin,  farmer;  Second  Lieutenant,  Samuel 
11  Douglass,  farmer. 

Xm-cnumissioncd  Officers  and  Privates  —Blacksmith,  1;  batchers,  3;  carpenters,  7; 
wrniera,  36  ;  huckster,  1 ;  cotton-spinner,  1 ;  mason,  1  ;  painters,  2  ;  moulders,  2 ;  sailor> 
* ;  shoemakers,  4;  sheet  and  iron  workers,  2  ;  watermen,  30  ;  total,  100. 
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This  company  had  five  men  wouuded  and  one  man  killed  at  the  Battle  of  Frederieks- 
6urg,  Virginia,  December  10, 18G2 ;  also,  two  men  wounded  at  Suffolk,  Virginia,  May  5, 
1S63. 

Company  K. 

This  Company  was  raised  in  Acquackaponk  Township,  Passaic  County.  Commissioned 
Officers — Captain,  Edward  11.  Spear,  carriage  maker;  First  Lieutenant,  Lewis  A.  Piagot, 
watch  maker;  Second  Lieutenant,  George  M.  Post,  farmer. 

Non-commissioned  Officers  and  Privates — BricklayersJ  4  ;  boiler  makers,  2 ;  blacksmith*, 
5;  butchers,  2;  cooks,  S  ;  charcoal  burners,  14;  hatters,  2;  weavers,  2 ;  bakers,  2 ;  car- 
penters, 4;  cotton  spinner,  1 ;  clerks,  4;  huckster,  1;  masons,  2 ;  machinists,  2;  watch- 
maker, 1;  millers,  2;  millwright,  1;  farmers,  24;  painters,  2;  plumber,  1;  shoemakers, 
6  ;  sailors,  5;  tailors,  1;  tctal,  101. 

This  company  had  one  Corporal  killed  and  one  private  wounded,  and  one  missing  at 
the  Battle  of  Fredericksburg,  December  13, 1862. 


CHAPTER     XX. 

THE    TWENTY-SIXTH     REGIMENT. 

The  Twenty-sixth,  like  all  the  nine  months'  regiments,  was  hasti- 
ly formed.  It  was  composed  of  men  from  Newark  and  the  adjoin- 
ing towns — Orange,  South  Orange,  Bloomrleld  and  Caldwell — each 
furnishing  one  company,  while  Newark  rilled  the  remaining  six. 
The  regiment  was  mustered  into  the  State  service  at  Camp  Freling- 
huysen  on  September  S,  1862,  and  some  three  weeks  later,  (Sep- 
tember 26th,)  being  officered  and  equipped,1  proceeded  to  Washing- 
ton, arriving  there  the  day  following  and  going  into  camp  on  Capi- 
tal Hill.  Here,  being  assigned  to  General  Briggs's  Brigade,  Sum- 
ner's Corps,  it  remained  until  October  1st,  when  it  was  ordered  to 
Frederick,  Maryland,  making  the  journey  in  open  cars  on  which 
any  degree  of  comfort  was  altogether  impossible.  On  the  llth> 
the  regiment  started  on  its  first  march,  proceeding  to  Hagerstown, 
where  it  was  attached  to  the  brigade  of  which  it  formed  a  part,  until 


i  The  original  roster  of  the  regiment  was  as  follows  : 

Colonel,  Andrew  J.  Morrison;  Lieutenant-Colonel,  — * ;  Major,  William 

W.  Morris;  Adjutant,  John  C.  White;  Quartermaster,  John  IT.  Bailey;  Surgeon, 
Luther  G.  Thomas;  Chaplain,  D.  T.  Morrill.  Company  A— Captain,  Stephen  C.  Ford- 
ism; First  Lieutenant,  Roch'us  Ileinisch,  Jr.  ;  Sceond  Lieutenant,  William  II.  Mehlram. 
Votnpany  Ii—  Captain,  William  II.  Ilalsey  ;  First  Lieutenant,  Mark  Sears  ;  Second  Lieu- 
tenant, James  A.  Linen.  Compaiiy  C—  Captain,  Samuel  II.  Fembcrton ;  First  Lieuten- 
ant, Cornelius  MeClcese;  Second  Lieutenant,  George  Ilogan.     Company  D — Captain, 

Henry  M.  Bush;   First  Lieutenant,    ;    Second    Lieutenant,    Moses   A. 

Hoage.  Company  E—  Captain,  John  Hunklc;  First  Lieutenent,  Henry  C.  Tcrhunc  ; 
Second  Lieutenant,  Ira  Meeker.  Company  h— Captain,  Walter  II.  Dodd;  First  Lieu- 
teaant,  Robert  J.  Beach;  Second  Lieutenant,  William  R.  Taylor.  Company  G— Cap- 
laiu,  George  W.  Ilarrison ;  First  Lieutenant,  George  W.  Nixon  ;  Second  Lieutenant, 
Joseph  A.  Dunncll.  Company  .//—Captain,  Samuel  U.  Dodd ;  First  Lieutenant,  Brit- 
taiu  Haines  ;  Second  Lieutenant,  John  I.  King.     Company  7— Captain,  John  Melntee  ; 

Hrst  Lieutenant, ;  Second  Lieutenant,  Albert  Allen.     Company  //— -Cap- 

ta'»»  Thaddeus  Smith;  First  Lieutenant,  Peter  F.  Rogers;  Second  Lieutenant, 
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the  expiration  of  its  term  of  service.  This  brigade  was  composed 
of  the  Second,  Third,  Fourth,  Fifth  and  Sixth  Vermont  regiments, 
commanded  by  General  Brooks,  and  formed  part  of  Smith's 
Division,  Franklin's  Corps.  General  Brooks  being  soon  after 
assigned  to  the  command  of  a  division,  Colonel  Whiting  took 
command  of  the  brigade.2  Leaving  Hagerstown  on  the  31st,  the 
regiment  proceeded  to  Berlin,  on  the  Potomac,  where  it  crossed 
into  Virginia,  marching  -to  ISTew  Baltimore,  and  thence  to  a  point 
on  Aqnia  Creek,  where  it  remained  until,  Burnside  having  com- 
pleted his  preparations  for  a  movement  against  Fredericksburg,  it 
advanced  with  its  division  to  Falmouth,  going  into  camp  on  the 
6th  of  December,  in  the  midst  of  a  cold  and  pitiless  storm — the 
men  pitching  their  tents  in  the  frozen  snow.  So  severe  was  the 
cold  that  the  night  after  the  arrival  of  the  regiment,  the  water 
froze  in  the  canteens. 

On  the  11th,  marching  orders  came  again.  "  Two  days  before  " — 
we  quote  the  narrative  of  one  who  participated  in  all  the  experi- 
ences of  the  regiment — "at  evening  dress  parade,  the  Colonel  had 
told  the  men  that  they  would  soon  go  into  battle.  He  expressed 
himself  pleased  with  the  conduct  of  the  regiment  thus  far,  and 

2  "  At  this  time  the  regiment  was  over  a  thousand  strong'.  We  were  fully  and  well 
equipped,  with  the  important  exception,  however,  of  our  guns,  which  were  "old,  altered 
muskets,  and  totally  unlit  for  active  service.  In  respect  to  men,  the  regiment  was 
composed  of  the  flower  of  Essex  County.  True  we  had  been  hastily  brought  together, 
and  some  had  been  enlisted  who  were  too  old  or  too  young  or  otherwise  unfit  for  ser- 
vice, but  the  number  of  these  was  not  large,  and  the  great  body  of  the  regiment  was 
composed  of  young  active  men,  mechanics  and  farmers,  men  of  character  and  intelli- 
gence for  the  most  part.  Out  of  such  material  the  very  best  soldiers  might  have  been 
made.  Of  our  officers,  Colonel  Morrison  was  almost  the  only  one  who  had  seen  ser- 
vice, and  he  had  been  a  cavalry  officer,  so  that  his  duties  as  commander  of  an  infantry 
regiment  were  new  to  him.  Many  of  the  officers  were,  up  to  the  time  of  their  appoint- 
ment, unacquainted  even  with  the  company  drill,  and  it  "was  inevitable  from  the  way 
in  which  they  were  chosen  that  some  of  them  should  prove  unfit  for  the  positions 
which  they  occupied.  We  had  to  go  through  that  wecding-out  process  which  all  our 
volunteer  regiments  went  through  with;  but  for  us  the  process  was  a  costly  one,  for 
we  went  through  it,  not  in  a  winter  camp,  but  during  an  active  and  trying  campaign, 
when  good  officers  would  have  been  everything  to  us.  We  were  emphatically  a  green 
regiment  when  we  entered  upon  active  service,  and  we  learned  our  drill,  not  on  the 
parade  ground,  but  by  long  marches  and  finally  on  the  battle  field.  We  had  one  great 
advantage.  We  were  brigaded  with  veterans,  and  with  veterans,  too,  who  had  wo;:  a 
high  reputation  in  the  Peninsula  and  Maryland  campaigns.  Their  example  was  our 
real  teacher  in  the  school  of  war.  Such  was  our  condition  and  situation  when  we 
crossed  into  Virginia.'1— Xotcs  of  an  Officer. 
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exhorted  all  to  keep  cool  and  obey  orders  when  they  came  into 
dinger.  "We  started  early  in  the  morning  and  took  the  road 
towards  the  Eappahannock.  After  going  a  short  distance,  we  were 
ordered  for  the  first  time  to  load.  We  were  scarcely  on  the  way 
a^ain  before  cannonading  commenced,  and  as  we  drew  near  the 
river  it  became  more  and  more  distinct,  until  we  could  hear  the 
howling  of  the  shells  following  the  reports.  On  we  went,  until 
reaching  the  brow  of  a  hill,  the  valley  of  the  Eappahannock  burst 
upon  our  sight.  At  our  feet  lay  an  extensive  plain,  through  the 
midst  of  which  we  could  trace  the  course  of  the  river.  In  the 
back-ground,  the  Heights  of  Fredericksburg  stood  out  against  the 
horizon.  To  our  right,  the  plain  narrowed,  and  just  where  the 
hills  met  the  river,  lay  the  little,  quaint  old  city.  That  view 
would  have  been  remarkable  at  any  time,  but  as  we  saw  it.  it  was 
more  than  remarkable.  The  hills  over  which  we  were  passing 
were  grim  with  batteries,  while  on  the  plain  beneath,  the  long 
dark  lines  of  the  Union  army  stretched  for  miles  away  into  the 
distance.  On  the  opposite  bank  we  could  catch  glimpses  of  the 
rebel  host,  and  from  the  hills  directly  in  front  of  us  their  batteries 
peered  out,  half  masked  by  the  trees.  To  the  right,  the  cannon- 
ading was  becoming  more  and  more  terrible,  and  the  smoke  from 
the  rebel  guns  hung  like  a  pall  over  the  devoted  city.  We  soon 
had  descended  into  the  plain,  and  taking  our  place  in  the  line,  lay 
waiting  on  our  arms.  Presently  the  battery  on  the  hill  behind  us 
commenced  firing,  sending  the  shells  wizzing  over  our  heads.  The 
day  passed  on.  Sometimes  the  firing  almost  ceased  for  a  little 
while,  and  then  was  renewed  with  redoubled  vigor.  At  sundown, 
a  detachment  attempted  to  cross  the  pontoon  bridge  which  had 
been  laid  in  front  of  us.  As  they  went  down  the  river  bank,  the 
sharpshooters  on  the  other  side  opened  on  them.  Then  a  battery, 
dashing  down  to  the  river  bank,  opened  on  the  sharpshooters,  and 
the  flashing  guns  and  shells  bursting  in  the  gathering  darkness, 
made  the  scene  indescribably  grand.  Soon  all  was  quiet,  and  we 
moved  back  a  short  distance  into  the  woods  to  pass  the  night. 
The  following  morning  we  crossed  the  pontoon  bridge  without 
opposition,  and  formed  in  line  of  battle  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
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river.  Soon  the  rebel  batteries  opened,  and  then,  for  the  first 
time  we  felt  that  we  were  under  fire,  for  their  shells,  flying  over 
our  heads,  frequently  burst  just  above  us,  though  too  high  to  do 
any  carnage.  That  night  we  slept  on  our  arms.  The  next  day  was 
the  memorable  13th  of  December.  During  the  morning  everything 
was  comparatively  quiet,  but  in  the  afternoon  the  firing  became 
general  and  heavy  all  along  the  line.  Around  us  the  shells  flew 
thickly,  and  two  of  our  men  were  wounded.  Column  after  column 
filed  past  us  on  the  way  to  the  front,  and  one  regiment  after 
another  of  our  own  brigade  fell  quietly  into  their  ranks  and  moved 
off  to  battle,  until  we  were  left  alone.  We  awaited  our  turn,  a 
little  nervously,  perhaps,  but  still  quietly  and  hopefully.  We 
knew  that  we  were  not  in  fighting  trim.  Our  Colonel  was  away 
sick,  and  Major  Morris,  our  only  field  officer,  had  as  yet  had  no 
opportunity  to  prove  himself  the  brave  officer  we  afterwards  found 
him.  Our  muskets  were  useless,  and  our  drill,  as  yet,  was  very 
imperfect.  But  every  one  seemed  to  feel  that  we  could  fight  in 
spite  of  all  this,  and  we  felt  half  anxious  to  be  led  to  the  front. 
At  last  the  order  came,  and  the  regiment  never  moved  off  in  finer 
style  or  kept  a  better  line ;  but  we  had  not  gone  two  hundred  yards 
before  the  order  was  countermanded,  and  we  marched  quietly  back 
to  our  former  "position.  Why  we  went  no  further  we  never  cer- 
tainly knew,  but  it  was  reported  that  Colonel  Whiting,  who  com- 
manded our  brigade,  protested  against  sending  us  in,  saying  that  it 
would  be  murder  to  do  so  with  only  one  field  officer  and  our  useless 
arms.  Night  came  on  and  the  firing  ceased.  We  lay  down  to  rest, 
not  knowing  how  the  fight  had  gone.  Little  did  we  dream  that 
the  night  had  closed  on  one  of  the  darkest  days  of  our  nation's 
history.  The  next  morning  was  the  Sabbath  ;  but  no  Sabbath  rest 
came  to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  except  to  those  who  slept  their 
last  long  sleep  under  the  shadow  of  those  bloody  hills.  We  were 
soon  ordered  up  and  moved  to  the  front  under  a  heavy  artillery 
fire,  which,  however,  did  us  no  damage.  We  took  our  position 
along  a  road  beyond  which  was  the  skirmish  line.  The  skirmish- 
ers kept  up  a  brisk  fire  all  the  morning,  and  the  stretcher-bearers 
passed  us  with  their  mournful  burdens;  but  towards  afternoon  all 
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became  quiet,  and  we  passed  the  night  as  best  we  could  in  the 
muddy  road — the  next  morning  falling  back  near  the  river.  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Seaver,  of  the  Third  Vermont  Eegiment,  now  took 
command  of  the  Twenty-sixth.  We  lay  quietly  all  day,  but  at 
night  silently  crossed  the  pontoon  bridge  and  in  a  little  while  were 
camped  again  in  the  woods  on  the  north  side  of  the  Rappahannock 
— soon  after  going  into  winter-quarters  near  Belle  Plain. 

The  regiment  now  entered  fairly  on  the  routine  of  camp  duty, 
and  under  Colonel  Seaver7s  command  rapidly  improved  in  drill 
and  discipline.  In  January,  when  Colonel  Morrison  had  resumed 
command,  and  Captain  Martindale,  of  General  Howe's  staff,  had 
been  appointed  Lieutenant-Colonel,  the  regiment  participated  in  the 
"Mud  Marcb  "  suffering  greatly  and  becoming  so  disheartened  that 
only  twenty  or  thirty  men,  on  the  return  march,  came  in  with  the 
colors.3    At  length  the  spring  dawned,  and  the  army  again  struck 

*  From  the  notes  of  an  officer  of  the  regiment,  we  gather  the  following  in  reference 
to  this  famous  campaign  : 

"We  moved  off  at  a  rapid  rate,  and  as  we  had  lately  drawn  our  winter  clothing,  our 
knapsacks  were  unusually  heavy.  On  we  went  for  about  four  miles.  Then  a  short 
halt  to  rest ;  and  then  on  again,  across  the  railroad,  through  wood  and  valley,  up  hill 
aad  down,  past  many  a  deserted  camp  the  column  moved,  until  at  last  it  halted  in  a  com 
field  to  allow  the  stragglers  to  catch  up,  for  the  rapid  pace  and  their  heavy  loads  had 
began  to  tell  on  the  men.  Soon  we  started  again  at  a  more  rapid  rate  than  before,  and 
now  the  regiments  began  to  dwindle  away  and  every  deserted  camp  was  filled  with 
those  who  had  fallen  out  of  the  ranks,  utterly  unable  to  keep  up.  We  finally  camped 
ma  thick  woods  near  Banks'  Ford.  It  had  been  somewhat  cloudy  all  day,  but  for 
weeks  there  had  been  no  storms  and  the  roads  were  in  splendid  condition,  but  scarcely 
had  we  set  up  our  shelter  tents  before  it  commenced  to  rain,  and  by  morning  the 
treacherous  soil  was  like  the  "Slough  of  Despond."  The  storm,  a  cold  north-easter. 
continued  to  rage  during  the  day,  and  about  one  o'clock  we  were  ordered  to  strike 
tents  and  march.  We  moved  about  half  a  mile  in  the  direction  of  the  river,  when  we 
halted  and  stacked  arms.  Here  any  doubts  that  we  might  have  had  respecting  our 
destination,  were  solved,  for  there,  on  a  little  rise  of  ground  before  us,  a  miraber  of 
pontoon  wagons  were  drawn  up,  while  others  were  being  dragged  through  the  mud  to 
that  position.  It  was  certain  that  we  were  to  attempt  the  passage  of  the  Rappahan- 
nock once  more.  Presently  we  were  ordered  to  take  off  our  equipments  and  were 
marched  a  little  way  back  into  the  woods,  where  was  a  pontoon  train  stuck  fast  in  the 
mud.  Long  ropes  were  rigged  to  the  wagons  and  the  Twenty-sixth  took  hold,  one 
company  to  each  boat,  to  help  the  train  through.  We  floundered  away,  some  pulling 
b/  the  ropes,  others  pushing,  and  after  a  good  deal  of  hard  work  we  dragged  the  boat- 
out  of  the  woods  on,  or  rather  into,  open  ground;  for  in  the  woods  there  had  been 
degrees  of  muddiness.  Sometimes  the  wheels  would  go  down  to  the  hubs  in  some 
awful  mud  hole,  then  the  ground  would  be  comparatively  hard  for  a  little  way,  and  we 
would  have  to  draw  the  wagons  over  stumps  instead  of  through  the  mud.  But  onee 
out  of  the  woods,  our  position  was  like  that  of  liliputians  in  a  great  mud  pie.  The 
wheels  went  down  actually  over  the  hubs,  and  those  of  us  were  fortunate  who  did  not 
get  in  over  our  knees.    Some  actually  went  down  up  to  the  middle.    The  horses,  poor 
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its  tents  and  prepared  once  more  to  measure  strength  with  the  foe. 
Meanwhile,  the  Twentj^-sixth  had  been  supplied  with  new  rifles  and 
greatly  improved  in  morale  as  well  as  drill.  "  The  men,"  accord 
ing  to  the  testimony  of  the  writer  already  quoted,  "  were  in  the 
best  of  health  and  spirits,  and  if  not  anxious  for  the  fray,  were 
still  ready  for  it."  On  the  28th  of  April,  orders  for  an  advance 
were  received,  and  the  Twenty-sixth  once  more  moved  towards  the 
Rappahannock,  bivouacking  at  night  about  a  mile  from  the  river, 
and  early  the  next  morning  marching  out  to  almost  precisely  the 
spot  where  it  stood  in  line  in  December.     Here  it  remained  during 

beasts,  could  of  course  do  no  nothing  to  help  us,  and  the  train  was  literally  stuck. 
Another  regiment  was  sent  to  our  aid,  and  with  their  assistance  we  dragged  the  pon- 
toons almost  over  the  horses'  backs  through  the  field  to  the  hill  where  the  others  were 
drawn  up.  Wc  were  then  ordered  back  to  the  place  where  our  arms  were  stacked.  By 
this  time  it  was  dark.  We  were  wet  to  the  skin  with  the  rain,  covered  with  mud  and 
chilled  through  and  through  by  the  cold  storm.  There  was  nothing  at  hand  of  which 
to  make  fires  except  green  scrub  pines,  yet  the  men  actually  did  make  miserable  smoky 
little  fires  with  these,  in  spite  of  the  rain,  but  to  get  warm  by  one  of  them  was  an  im- 
possibility, much  less  to  cook  our  suppers.  We  remained  for  some  time  in  this  misera- 
ble plight,  when  the  Colonel  rode  up  and  said:  'Boys,  take  off  your  equipments; 
there  are  forty  more  of  these  boats  to  be  got  through  to-night  and  this  brigade  must 
do  it ;  so  prepare  for  work !'  This  was  adding  misery  to  misery,  but  wc  waited  and  no 
orders  to  grapple  the  pontoons  came,  but  presently  the  Colonel  rode  up  again  and  told 
us  to  fall  in,  as  we  were  going  back  to  our  camp.  This  news  was  received  joyfully 
enough,  and  after  stumbling  along  through  the  mud  and  darkness  for  about  a  mile,  we 
found  ourselves  at  the  place  from  which  we  started  in  the  morning.  Soon  rousing  lires 
were  going,  by  which  we  dried  ourselves  and  cooked  our  coffee.  Wc  then  pitched  our 
tents  on  the  cold,  wet  ground,  and  slept  as  soundly  as  if  we  had  been  in  comfortable 
beds  at  home.  Once  during  the  next  day  we  were  ordered  to  prepare  to  inarch,  but 
the  order  was  countermanded.  The  opinion,  however,  was  general  that  the  intended 
movement  had  been  given  up.  The  day  after,  this  opinion  was  confirmed,  for  at  seven 
o'clock  wc  started  back  towards  our  old  camps.  The  march  soon  degenerated  into  a 
grand  straggle,  for  the  men  were  literally  worn  out  by  the  three  days  of  terrible  work 
which  they  had  been  through.  The  Twenty-sixth  kept  together  very  well  until  wc 
rebelled  Falmouth.  There  rations  were  served  out ;  among  them,  as  an  extra  favor,  a 
whiskey  ration,  which  did  more  harm  than  good.  After  leaving  Falmouth,  the  regi- 
ment dwindled  rapidly  away,  one  after  another  falling  out  of  the  ranks,  until  a  mere 
handful  was  left.  The  whole  army  straggled;  here  you  could  see  a  group  of  men  from 
two  or  three  different  regiments  cooly  making  coiice  around  a  lire,  while  others  were 
plodding  leisurely  along,  some  in  groups,  some  singly.  Now  and  then  there  would  be 
a  wagon  stuck  so  that  ten  rnulcs  could  not  pull  it  out,  or  perhaps  a  knot  of  wagons, 
ambulances  and  artillery  bo  entangled  that  it  seemed  as  if  they  could  never  be  separa.- 
ted.  Many  a  poor  fellow  lay  down  by  the  roadside  utterly  exhausted  and  helpless,  ami 
the  army  Bcemed  totally  demoralized.  Duly  twenty  or  thirty  of  the  Twenty -sixth  came 
into  camp  with  the  colors.  For  the  next  two  or  three  days  the  stragglers  kept  coming 
in  singly  or  in  group*,  and  order  was  finally  brought  out  of  confusion.  Though  no 
notice  was  ever  taken  of  those  who  fell  out  on  the  way  home,  a  number  of  non- 
commissioned officers  were  reduced  to  the  ranks  for  straggling  on  the  outward  march, 
but  most  of  them  were  soon  restored." 
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the  da}r,  fighting  meanwhile  being  in  progress  at  Chancellorsville. 
The  next  day,  it  moved  its  line  back  to  the  side  of  the  hills,  but 
at  night  was  detailed  to  escort  a  pontoon  train  to  Banks'  Ford, 
whence  it  returned  to  its  position  on  the  following  morning.  That 
day  the  men  were  permitted  to  rest,  but  on  the  next  night,  the 
brigade  crossed  the  river,  and  with  the  dawn  of  the  eventful  3d  of 
May,  moved  up  into  the  .road  in  which  it  lay  four  months  before,  but 
in  a  position  nearer  the  city  than  at  that  time.  "  The  batteries  on 
both  sides  now  opened  with  tremendous  fury77 — we  again  quote 
from  the  narrative  of  a  participant — "  but  behind  the  bank  against 
which  the  Twenty-sixth  was  lying,  the  men  were  better  protected 
from  the  rebel  fire  than  from  our  own —several  being  hurt  by 
fragments  of  shells  from  the  guns  just  behind  us.  This  state  of 
things  continued  until  about  noon,  when  we  were  suddenly  ordered 
to  take  oft'  knapsacks  and  haversacks  and  pile  them  up  in  the  road. 
Then,  '  Forward,  double-quick,  march  !7  and  forward  we  went 
over  the  bank,  out  into  the  open  field,  where  we  were  fully  exposed 
to  the  enemy's  fire.  On  we  went,  now  by  the  front,  now  by  the 
right  flank,  until  the  rapid  pace  and  frequent  changes  had  thrown 
the  line  into  considerable  disorder.  Colonel  Morrison,  riding  far 
ahead  of  us  on  his  white-footed  charger,  urged  us  forward,  but 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Martindale  with  better  judgment,  begged  him, 
1  For  God7s  sake,  Colonel,  halt  your  regiment  and  dress  it  up  ;7  and 
then  himself  gave  the  order  and  posted  the  guides.  No  old  regi- 
ment could  have  been  cooler.  There  we  were,  halfway  across  the 
field  from  the  hills,  on  one  side  of  which  a  perfect  storm  of  shell 
and  shrapnel  was  sweeping,  but  at  the  command  the  men  halted 
and  dressed  up  the  line,  not  as  accurately,  perhaps,  as  we  would 
have  done  on  the  parade  ground,  but  still,  well.  Then  we  rushed 
forward  again,  and  as  we  approached  the  foot  of  the  hills,  we  could 
see  the  rebel  gunners  limbering  up  their  lighter  pieces.  The  Sec- 
ond Vermont,  which  had  got  a  little  ahead  of  us,  were  now  moving 
up  the  steep  slope  oh  our  right,  in  beautiful  line,  and  presently  we 
also  commenced  the  ascent.  A  terrible  volley  thinned  the  ranks 
of  the  Yermonters,  but  they  pressed  on  and  the  enemy  began  to 
give  way.  As  we  ncared  the  earthwork,  we  expected  to  receive 
69 
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our  share  of  the  musketry  fire,  but  none  came,  and  when  at  last 
we  came  within  a  few  yards  of  it,  we  saw  that  it  was  deserted  and 
that  the  enemy  had  left  in  it  a  fine  brass  field-piece.  As  we  reached 
the  top  of  the  hill  we  could  see  the  flying  foe  crossing  through  a 
gully  and  ascending  the  rise  of  ground  opposite  us.  We  gave  them 
a  few  shots  and  they  were  soon  lost  to  view,  but  they  rallied  a  little 
further  on,  supported  by  a  light  battery,  and  as  we  came  up  gave 
us  a  volley  or  two  of  grape,  and  then  continued  their  flight.  We 
were  wild  with  delight.  The  terrible  Fredericksburg  heights  had 
been  captured,  and  we  now  stood  victors  on  those  dreaded  hills 
which,  we  had  so  often  gazed  upon  from  the  other  side.  The 
Twenty-sixth  had  fought  its  first  battle,  and  had  done  well  and 
courageously.  We  could  now  go  home  proudly,  with  an  honora- 
bly-scarred flag.  Our  loss  had  been  light  in  spite  of  the  fire  to 
which  we  had  been  exposed  and  we  hardly  gave  it  a  thought  as- 
yet.  Such  were  our  feelings  as  we  marched  back  to  the  place 
where  we  had  left  our  knapsacks.  In  the  road  we  made  our  coffee 
and  ate  a  few  hard  tack,  which  was  about  all  the  refreshments  we 
had  that  day,  and  then,  falling  in  once  more,  started  towards  the 
city.  Now  we  turned  up  the  road  towards  the  works  which  the 
light  division  had  taken  that  morning,  and  every  now  and  then, 
passed  the  ghastly  corpses  of  those  who  had  fallen  in  the  morning's 
charge.  On  up  the  turnpike  and  over  the  works  we  passed,  on 
beyond  the  hills ;  and  in  the  front  where  the  First  Division  now 
was,  we  began  to  hear  skirmish  firing,  soon  followed  by  the 
'  growling  of  the  bull  dogs.'  We  moved  up  in  the  direction  of 
the  firing  and  away  from  the  heights ;  pushed  on  a  little  further 
and  then  halted  to  replenish  our  ammunition.  While  we  were 
doing  so,  the  artillery  fire  suddenly  ceased,  and  the  low,  sharp 
musketry  rattle  began.  When  we  moved  off  again,  we  met  wounded 
men  coming  to  the  rear.  First,  one  here  and  there;  then  they 
grew  thicker  and  thicker,  until  the  road-side  was  lined  with  them. 
These,  of  course,  were  only  those  who  could  walk,  or  be  helped 
on  by  comrades  who  were  able.  That  dismal  procession  was  poor 
cheer  for  us  as  we  neared  the  front.  However,  before  we  came 
up  with  the  firing,  darkness  came  on  and  it  ceased.     We  found  that 
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the  rebels  had  made  a  desperate  stand  in  the  pine  woods,  and  had 
succeeded  in  checking  the  advance  of  the  First  Division,  and  that 
the  old  First  Jersey  Brigade  had  suffered  very  heavily.  We 
turned  off  from  the  road  along  the  edge  of  a  gully,  and  throwing 
out  two  companies  as  skirmishers,  lay  on  our  arms  all  night. 

"  In  the  morning  everything  was  quiet,  and  we  were  preparing 
for  our  breakfast,  when,  suddenly,  the  report  of  a  gun  was  heard, 
and  a  shell  landed  in  the  regiment  next  to  us.  This  was  followed 
by  another  and  another,  and  we  now  saw  that  they  came  from  the 
very  hills  wre  had  taken  the  day  before.  The  trouble  was  evident. 
We  were  being  outflanked  and  surrounded.  Immediately  slinging 
our  knapsacks,  we  fell  into  our  places  and  moved  off  under  a  heavy 
fire  from  the  rebel  battery.  Our  own  batteries,  by  this  time,  began 
to  reply,  and  everything  looked  as  if  we  might  have  a  hot  time ; 
but  after  moving  about  nearly  all  the  morning,  from  one  position 
to  another,  we  finally  settled  down  in  an  open  field,  in  front  of 
which  was  a  piece  of  woods.  During  the  afternoon,  everything 
continued  quiet,  until  about  five  o'clock,  when,  after  a  little  skir- 
mishing, the  first  line  of  battle,  immediately  in  front  of  us,  became 
heavily  engaged.  The  firing  came  nearer  and  nearer,  and  shells 
and  bullets  swept  past  us.  Soon  the  word  came  that  '  the  first 
line  is  being  driven  back.'  Then  came  the  order  :  '  Attention  ! 
right  face,  double-quick,  march  !'  and  away  we  went  past  the 
broken  regiments  of  the  Third  Brigade,  and  filing  in  front  of  a 
battery  formed  in  a  ditch  about  two  feet  deep,  where  we  awaited 
the  onset.  Twb  hundred  yards  distant,  on  a  knoll  a  little  to  our 
left,  the  yelling  masses  of  greybacks  came  rushing  on,  driving 
before  them  the  last  gallant  remnant  of  the  first  line.  'Fire!' 
shouted  Colonel  Martindale,  who  was  now  in  command,  and  eight 
hundred  rifles  poured  their  contents  into  the  closed  ranks  of  the 
foemen.  They  staggered,  as  if  struck  by  a  tornado ;  only  for  a 
moment,  however,  and  then,  though  in  disorder  and  scattered, 
again  advanced.  They  were  now  almost  upon  our  flank,  and  it 
became  necessary  for  us  to  change  our  position — for  the  men  on 
the  right,  obliqueing  their  fire  as  the  rebels  came  nearer,  were 
almost  firing  into  those  on  the  left.     '  Cease  firing !     By  file  left, 
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march!'  came  the  orders  in  quick  succession.  The  first  was 
obeyed  by  the  whole  regiment,  and  the  second  by  the  companies 
on  the  left  of  the  line,  but  towards  the  right  and  center  it  was  mis- 
taken, and  the  regiment  broke.  It  certainly  was  not  the  fault  of 
the  men  that  it  did  so.  No  veterans  could  have  behaved  more 
coolly,  until  the  order  '  retreat '  was  given,  and  the  example  was 
set  by  one  or  two  officers  who  ought  to  have  known  better.  We 
were  not  the  only  regiment  that  was  broken  on  that  fearful  Monday 
night,  and  when  veterans  were  compelled  to  give  way,  we  might 
well  be  pardoned  for  doing  the  same;  but  many  look  back  on 
that  moment  with  regret.  Reaching  a  brush  fence,  the  Twenty- 
sixth  rallied.  In  the  mean  time,  many  of  the  men  had  fallen 
in  with  the  Sixth  Yermont,  which  lay  behind  a  little  rise  of 
ground,  awaiting  the  onset  of  the  rebel  hosts.  Although  the 
enemy  was  at  least  three  times  their  number,  for  there  was  a  whole 
brigade  of  them,  the  gallant  Vermonters  let  them  come  on  until 
they  were  actually  within  a  few  feet  of  them,  and  then,  rising, 
poured  in  a  volley  which  literally  decimated  the  foe.  They  fled 
hastily,  and  the  Sixth  Corps  was  saved !  Now  it  was  our  turn, 
and  the  Vermonters,  followed  by  the  Twenty -sixth,  pressed  for- 
ward on  the  flying  foe,  until  we  reached  the  brow  of  the  hill  from 
which  they  had  come.  As  we  went,  we  took  a  great  many  pris- 
oners— among  them,  the  Colonel  in  command  of  the  rebel  brigade  in 
our  immediate  front.  It  was  now  growing  dark,  and  we  fell  back 
into  a  new  position,  and  several  companies  were  thrown  out  as 
skirmishers. 

"During  the  night,  all  was  quiet,  save  occasional  shots  from  a 
rebel  battery,  and  now  and  then  a  little  skirmish  firing.  Little  by 
little  we  moved  down  towards  the  river,  and  about  four  o'clock  in 
the  morning  crossed  on  the  pontoon  bridge  which  we  had  brought 
up  a  few  nights  before.  Two  hours'  rest,  and  then  the  Twenty- 
sixth  was  sent  down  to  help  the  engineers  take  up  the  pontoons. 
It  was  a  tiresome  work  for  men  who  had  had  no  rest  for  twenty- 
four  hours.  But  we  got  the  boats  out,  hauled  them  up  the  hill, 
piled  bushes  over  them  to  conceal  them,  and  then  went  back  into 
the  woods.     Being  here  disturbed  bv  occasional  shells  from  the 
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enemy,  we  fell  in  and  marched  about  a  mile  further  back."  The 
total  loss  of  the  regiment  in  this  series  of  operations,  in  which  it 
displayed  a  heroism  worthy  of  veterans,  was  seven  killed,  sixty- 
five  wounded,  and  fifty-one  missing.4 

After  remaining  in  a  most  uncomfortable  position  for  a  few 
days,  the  regiment  moved  to  Belle  Plain  Landing,  near  which  it 
went  into  camp.  The  time  at  which  the  regimental  term  of  enlist- 
ment would  expire  was  now  near  at  hand,  and  it  was  not  consid- 
ered probable  that  it  would  again  be  called  upon  to  meet  the  enemy 
in  battle.  But  the  3d  of  June,  the  day  which,  as  the  men  believed, 
terminated  their  term  of  service,  passed  with  no  signs  of  release, 
and  the  dissatisfaction  in  the  regiment '  became  deep  and  loud- 
spoken.     Some  declared  that  they  would  not  light  after  June  3d. 


*  The  official  report  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Martindale,  says  : 

"  In  famishing  a  statement  of  the  casualties  in  this  regiment  in  the  action  of  the  4th 
instant,  upon  the  Heights  of  Fredericksburg,  I  have  the  honor  further  to  report  that 
the  duties  assigned  to  the  regiment  were  performed  substantially  in  a  manner  creditable 
to  the  gallantry  and  personal  courage  of  a  majority  of  the  officers  and  men.  Although 
compelled  to  shift  positions  repeatedly,  the  regiment  was  successfully  rallied  three 
times,  delivered  its  tire  with  telling  effect,  and  recovered  all  the  ground  that  had  been 
lost,  and  advanced  its  skirmishers  to  the  crest  of  the  hill  in  front  of  the  brigade,  which 
had  been  crossed  aud  re-crossed  by  the  enemy.  In  the  last  advance  made  by  the  regi- 
ment it  had  the  good  fortune  to  capture  many  prisoners  from  the  Louisiana  Brigade, 
which  had  made  the  attack  upon  ours.  Among  these  were  Colonel  Stafford,  com- 
manding the  brigade  (as  was  stated),  whose  sword  I  had  the  pleasure  of  receiving  from 
him;  a  Lieutenant-Colonel,  a  Major,  and  several  Captains  and  minor  officers,- all  of 
whom  were  secured  and  sent  to  the  rear. 

"The  total  killed,  wounded  and  missing  in  this  action  was  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
four,  of  whom  there  were  known  to  be  killed  five,  wounded  forty-eight,  and  missing 
seventy-one. 

"  I  beg  leave  to  mention  in  terms  of  high  commendation  for  unflinching  and  faithful 
performance  of  duty,  and  the  great  assistance  i-cndered  to  me  in  the  action,  Major 
William  W.  Morris.  Also,  for  gallant  conduct.  Acting  Adjutant  Terhune,  and  most  of 
the  commandants  of  compauics,  and  in  particular  Sergeant-Major  Cummings,  Ser- 
geants Sheridan,  Untiedt  and  Mooney,  and  private  McLaughlin." 

Colonel  Grant,  commanding  the  brigade,  in  his  congratulatory  order  to  the  men, 
says:  "You  stormed  and  took  the  Heights  of  Fredericksburg,  which,  it  is  believed, 
was  one  of  the  most  brilliant  feats  of  the  war.  You  took  three  pieces  of  artillery  and 
many  prisoners.  Aud  although  you  arc  not  now  in  possession  of  those  Heights,  you 
were  not  driven  from  them,  but  left  them  to  advance  upon  a  retreating  foe.  At  the 
battle  near  Banks'  Ford  you  sustained  the  attack  of  a  vastly  superior  force— no  less 
than  three  brigades — and  repulsed  the  enemy  with  great  slaughter,  taking  many  prison- 
ers'; among  them  were  several  Colonels,  Majors  and  line  officers." 

The  writer  is  mainly  indebted  for  the  particulars  of  the  regimental  action  to  the 
journal  of  Sergeant  Nason,  of  Company  F.  Sergeant  Nason  was  one  of  the  bravest 
men  in  the  regiment.  He  afterwards  went  out  as  First  Lieutenant  in  the  Thirty-ninth 
regiment,  and  was  killed  in  leading  a  forlorn  hope  at  the  storming  of  Petersburg. 
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The  case  was  substantially  this  :  When  the  regiment  was  gathered 
at  Camp  Frelinghuysen,  the  men  were  sworn  into  the  service  on 
the  3d  of  September,  by  a  State  officer,  "  for  nine  months,  unless 
sooner  discharged."  On  the  18th  of  September,  they  were  again 
mustered  into  the  service,  and  this  time  by  a  United  States  officer. 
The  question  was,  from  which  muster  did  the  enlistment  date  ?  It 
is  easy  to  see  that  the  opinion  might  be  honestly  entertained  that 
the  enlistment  had  been  for  no  later  a  date  than  June  3d ;  but  the 
Government  took  the  opposite  view,  and  the  regiment  was  held 
until  after  the  18th. 

At  length,  on  the  5th  of  June,  the  movements  of  the  enemy 
having  been  for  several  days  of  a  somewhat  mysterious  nature,  it 
became  necessarj-  to  penetrate  his  intentions  and  ascertain  his  force 
on  the  right  wing  of  his  line.  Accordingly,  on  the  morning  of 
that  day,  the  Second  Division  was  ordered  to  make  a  reconnoissance 
across  the  Rappahannock  below  Fredericksburg.  The  order  to 
march  was  received  on  the  26th  with  a  great  deal  of  grumbling  and 
even  some  talk  of  "stacking  arms,"  but  it  amounted  to  nothing. 
Advancing  with  the  brigade,  the  regiment  soon  stood  for  the  third 
time  on  the  plain  before  Fredericksburg.  Skirmishers  were  thrown 
out,  and  after  them  batteries  went  into  position  on  the  river  bank. 
These  forthwith  opened  a  terrific  fire  upon  the  earthwork  on  the 
opposite  bank.  The  rebels  had  already  sent  down  a  strong  support 
to  their  picket  line,  but  the  fire  from  our  guns  was  too  much  for 
them,. and  those  who  could  do  so  fled  across  the  plain,  though  the 
most  of  them  staid  behind  the  earthwork,  literally  unable  to  leave. 
By  this  time  the  pontoon  boats  had  commenced  moving  down  to 
the  river  bank.  A  few  minutes  later  the  Twenty-sixth,  with  the 
Fifth  Vermont,  were  ordered  to  fall  in.  The  men  started  on  a 
double-quick,  following  the  pontoons,  receiving  as  they  neared  the 
•  river  a  severe  fire  from  the  sharpshooters  on  the  opposite  side,  but 
still  rushing  resistlessly  forward.  There  lay  the  boats  in  the  water. 
As  they  were  filled  by  the  men  they  were  started  across  by  the 
engineers  who  were  in  charge.  All  this  time  the  bullets  were 
spattering  about  in  a  most  spiteful  manner,  but  the  moment  the 
boats  touched  the  opposite  side,  the  men  leaped  out  and  without 
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even  waiting  for  the  order  to  charge,  or  for  any  one  to  lead  them, 
dashed  up  the  hill  upon  the  rifle-pits,  and  in  an  instant  they  were 
ours  and  all  the  men  in  them  prisoners.  The  whole  affair  was  a 
most  brilliant  one,  and  reflected  the  greatest  credit  on  the  regiments 
engaged  in  it.  The  Twenty-sixth  suffered  heavily,  for  in  the  ten 
or  fifteen  minutes  it  was  under  fire,  it  lost  fourteen  killed  and 
wounded,  among  whom  was  Captain  S.  Uzal  Dodd,  of  Company 
H.5     The  regiment  held  its  position  until  the  7th,  when,  the  objects 

3  Chaplain  Morrill  says  of  this  exploit : 

"When  the  rebels  had  been  shelled  out  of  their  position,  as  was  supposed,  some 
boats  were  launched,  and  the  Twenty-sixth  New  Jersey  and  Fifth  Vermont  were 
selected  to  lead  the  way.  At  the  word  of  command  they  leaped  iuto  the  boats  with 
as  much  eagerness  as  men  would  start  for  a  race;  in  fact  there  was  a  boat  race  to  see 
which  should  first  reach  the  opposite  shore  and  rout  and  seize  the  enemy.  The  Twenty- 
sixth  had  this  honor,  reaching  the  shore  first,  and  with  the  Fifth  Vermont,  driving  out 
the  rebels  with  a  loss  of  many  prisoners.  *  *  -  Captain  Dodd,  who  commanded 
the  right  company,  was  the  lirst  to  enter  the  boat  at  the  head  of  his  company,  and  in 
this  position  received  a  mortal  wound.  For  purity  of  character,  integrity  of  princi- 
ple and  unswerving  patriotism,  he  was  without  a  superior  in  the  regiment." 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Martindale's  official  report  of  this  affair,  says  ; 

"This  regiment  and  the  Fifth  Vermont  had  been  ordered  to  cross  the  river  together, 
but  the  right  of  the  Twenty-sixth  New  Jersey  having  reached  the  river  bank  a  little  in 
advance,  its  first  two  companies  were  the  first  to  enter  the  boats,  cross  over,  and  charge 
up  the  opposite  bank.  A  portion  of  our  right  company,  H,  was  the  first  of  our  regiment 
to  enter  the  enemy's  entrenchments,  which  they  did  at  the  same  moment  with  the  head 
of  the  Fifth  Vermont,  capturing  a  considerable  number  of  prisoners.  A  line  of  skir- 
mishers was  immediately  pushed  out  to  the  front,  and  the  whole  regiment  was  deployed 
in  and  beyond  the  Bowling  Green  road  until  the  morning  of  the  Oth  instant,  when  it 
was  relieved,  placed  in  line  of  battle,  and  so  continued  until  the  evening  of  the  7th, 
when  the  regiment  was  ordered  back  to  the  left  bank  of  the  Rappahannock.  *  *  * 
Among  the  killed,  I  am  deeply  grieved  to  be  compelled  to  mention  Captain  S.  U.  Dodd, 
who  fell  a  sacrifice  to  his  gallant  and  conscientious  devotion  to  his  duty  while  bravely 
leading  his  company  in  the  first  boat  across  the  river.  ^ 

"  *  *  *  it  gives  me  particular  pleasure  to  call  attention  to  the  fidelity  and  good 
conduct  of  Major  Morris  in  every  requirement  of  duty,  both  in  the  crossing  and  in 
forming  upon  the  opposite  bank,  and  especially  upon  the  exhausting  and  trying  duty 
of  the  skirmish  line.  Of  the  line  officers,  while  many  are  justly  entitled  to  great 
praise  for  meritorious  conduct,  I  desire  to  call  particular  attention  to  the  conspicuous 
gallantry  and  spirited  conduct  of  Captain  Stephen  II.  Fordbam,  of  Company  A,  who 
distinguished  himself  both  in  the  attack  upon  the  enemy's  entrenchments  and  the 
advance  to  the  extreme  front  of  the  line  of  skirmishers.  Also  to  that  of  Lieutenant 
John  Dodd,  of  Company  II,  who  distinguished  himself  in  like  manner  and  was  the  first 
man  of  cither  regiment  to  plant  his  foot  upon  siiore  in  crossing  the  river." 

Captain  Dodd,  who  fell  in  this  movement,  was  one  of  those  who  went  afield  from 
the  purest  patriotism,  leaving  a  large  circle  of  friends,  and  an  inilucntial  position  in 
society,  for  the  hardships  of  army  life  and  death  on  the  battle-field.  While  with  the 
Twenty-sixth  he  was  known  as  one  of  its  best  and  bravest  officers,  and  as  a  noble- 
hearted  Christian  man. 

It  must  be  mentioned  as  an  incident  which  marred  the  satisfaction  over  this  exploit, 
that  a  number  of  men  of  the  Twenty-sixth  failed  to  cross  with  the  regiment;  and  to 
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of  the  reconnoissance  Laving  been  accomplished,  the  troops  were 
withdrawn. 

One  week  after  this  handsome  achievement,  the  regiment  broke 
camp  at  Falmouth  and  marched  to  Washington,  where  it  arrived 
on  June  17th.  Thence  it  proceeded  by  rail  to  Newark,  reaching 
that  city  on  the  afternoon  of  the  19th,  and  being  greeted  by  a  grand 
demonstration  of  welcome,  in  which  the  military,  firemen,  munici- 
pal authorities  and  the  populace  alike  participated.  The  men  had 
for  the  most  part  faithfully  performed  their  duty,  and  the  ovation 
which  thus  greeted  them  on  their  return,  was  only  a  proper  recog- 
nition of  their  efficient  and  patriotic  service. 


all  appearance  they  fell  behind,  not  through  cowardice  or  inability  to  keep  up,  but 
deliberately,  because  they  thought  that  there  was  no  obligation  on  them  to  tight  after 
the  3d  of  June.  Some  of  these  were  afterwards  tried  and  sentenced  for  insubordina- 
tion, but  escaped  actual  punishment  through  the  intercession  of  Mr.  Marcus  L.  Ward. 


CHAPTER    XXI. 

THE      TWENTY-SEVENTH      REGIMENT. 

The  Twenty-seventh  Regiment,  raised  from  the  quotas  of  Morris 
and  Sussex  Counties,  and  rendezvoused  at  Camp  Frelinghuysen, 
near  Newark,  was  mustered  into  the  service  of  the  United  States 
for  nine  months,  on  the  3d  of  September,  18621— but  a  short  time 
subsequent  to  the  disastrous  termination  of  General  Pope's  cam- 
paign in  Virginia.  The  regiment,  which  consisted  of  eleven  com- 
panies, was  largely  composed  of  representatives  of  the  agricultural 
districts,  and  officers  and  men  alike,  in  physical  strength  and 
robust  capacities  of  endurance,  were  equal  to  any  in  the  service. 
The  total  strength  of  the  regiment,  when  fully  organized,  was  one, 
thousand  and  eighty-eight,  officers  and  men.2 

i  The  original  roster  of  the  regiment  was  as  follows : 

Colonel,  George  W.  Miudil  ;  Lieutenant-Colonel,  Edwin  S.  Babcock;  Major,  Augu 
tus  D.  Blanchct;  Adjutant,  William  II.  Lambert;  Quartermaster,  James  B.  Titman 
Surgeon,  John  B.  Richmond  ;   Assistant-Surgeon,  J.   Henry  Stiger;    Chaplain,  John 

Fault     Compa7uj  A— Captain,  Charles  F.  Fcrnald;    First  Lieutenant, ; 

Second  Lieutenant,  Robert  M.  Pettit,  Company  ^—Captain,  John  T.  Alexander; 
First  Lieutenant,  Jacob  M.  Stewart;  Second  Lieutenant,  George  Hance.  Corhpany  C 
—Captain,  David  S.  Allen  ;  First  Lieutenant,  Ferdinand  V.  Wolfe  ;  Second  Lieutenant, 
Henry  A.  McLaughlin.  Company  D—  Captain,  Thomas  Anderson;  First  Lieutenant, 
Nathaniel  K.  Bray;  Second  Lieutenant,  John  B.  Grovcr.  Company E—  Captain,  George 
W.  Crane;  First  Lieutenant,  James  Peters  ;  Second  Lieutenant,  David  B.  Muchmore. 
Company  /'—Captain,  Daniel  Bailey;  First  Lieutenant,  George  W.  Cook;  Second 
Lieutenant,  George  Forbes.  Company  (7— Captain,  James  Plant ;  First  Lieutenant, 
George  S.  Estin;  Second  Lieutenant,  Joseph  A.  Proctor.  Company  If—  Captain, 
Samuel  Dennis;  First  Lieutenant,  John  M.  Bosencrance ;  Second  Lieutenant,  Jesse 
Ros en c ranee.  Company  /—Captain,  Alfred  II.  Condict;  First  Lieutenant,  Peter 
Churehlklu  ;  Second  Lieutenant,  David  11.  Ayres.  Company  A"— Captain,  Edward  S. 
Baldwin;  First  Lieutenant,  Robert  W.  Simpson;  Second  Lieutenant,  Jacob  McCon- 
nell.  Company  /•— Captain,  Henry  F.  Willis;  First  Lieutenant,  Stephen  H.  Marsh; 
Second  Lieutenant,  Joseph  C.  Bower. 

2  New  Jersey'*  quota,  under  the  present  call,  being  one  hundred  and  sixty  men  in 
excess  of  ten  full  regiments,  and  the  Twenty-seventh  being  the  last  to  leave  the  State. 
received  the  cStfa  complement  of  men,  thus  rendering  it  when  in  the  field  one  of  the 
largest  regiments  iu  the  service. 
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Having  been  supplied  with  arms,  equipments  and  clothing,  the 
regiment,  about  the  3d  of  October,  received  orders  to  prepare  for 
the  field.  Up  to  this  time,  however,  no  Colonel  had  been  selected, 
it  being  impossible  for  the  officers  to  choose  from  the  numerous 
applicants  for  the  position.  Finally,  however,  Captain  George  W. 
Mindil,  who  had  already  attained  distinction  in  the  field,  was,  upon 
the  strength  of  testimonials  and  representations  from  gentlemen 
who  knew  his  eminent  capabilities  for  command,  elected  to  the 
post,3  and  on  the  afternoon  of  the  9th,  the  regiment  left  Newark 
for  "Washington,  where  it  arrived  on  the  morning  of  the  11th,  being 
assigned  a  temporary  camp  on  East  Capitol  Hill.  Here,  large 
Sibley  tents  being  obtained,  a  fine,  regular  encampment  was  estab- 
lished, and  the  regiment  was  put  under  the  discipline  and  course 
of  instruction  and  drill  necessary  to  render  it  efficient  in  time  of 
action.  The  officers,  without  exception,  were  compelled  to  attend 
schools  of  instruction,  to  recite  lessons  in  tactics,  and  to  listen  to 
lectures  on  the  more  practical  duties  of  the  soldier.  On  the  29th 
of  October,  the  regiment  crossed  into  Virginia,  and,  after  a  few 
plays'  encampment  near  Fort  Albany,  proceeded  to  a  point  on  the 
lendale  road,  about  one  mile  and  a  half  from  Alexandria,  where 
went  into  camp  on  elevated  ground.3  Here,  the  Twenty-seventh 
was  temporarily   brigaded   with    the    Twenty-fifth   New   Jersey, 

3  The  circumstances  under  which  Colonel  Mindil  was  chosen  arc  as  follows :  The 
officers  being  unable  to  make  a  selection  from  the  numerous  applicants,  applied  to 
Cortlandt  Parker,  Esq.,  for  advice.  That  gentleman  in  his  correspondence  with  his 
intimate  friend,  General  Kearney,  had  often  heard  of  Captain  George  \Y,  Mindil,  one 
of  the  General's  Aids,  as  having  greatly  distinguished  himself  at  Williamsburg  and 
elsewhere.  Subsequently,  when  General  Kearney  was  killed,  Captain  Mindil  met  Mr. 
Parker  at  Newark,  and  the  latter  feeling  an  interest  in  the  career  of  the  young  officer, 
naturally  watched  his  after  progress.  When,  therefore,  he  was  consulted  as  to  the 
Colonelcy  of  the  Twenty-seventh,  lie  at  once  thought  of  Captain  M.,  then  on  McClcl- 
lan's  staff,  and  immediately  summoning  him  to  Newark,  accompanied  him  to  the  camp 
of  the  regiment.  Here  he  was  presented  to  the  officers  in  some  flattering  remarks, 
embodying  General  Kearney's  estimate  of  his  talent  for  command,  and  was  at  once 
honored  by  a  unanimous  election.  Colonel  Mindil  was  at  this  time  but  one  month 
over  nineteen  years  of  age,  but  his  splendid  testimonials  from  Kearney,  McClellan, 
Banks,  Heintzclman,  Biruey  and  others,  were  justly  considered -conclusive  as  to  hi* 
soldierly  qualities. 

1  Colonel  Mindil,  in  honor  of  his  former  chief,  gave  this  camp  the  name  of  "Camp 
Philip  Kearney,1'  the  Colonel  establishing  his  headquarters  at  the  very  house  which 
had  beeu  occupied  by  General  Kearney  one  year  previous,  when  in  command  of  the 
First  New  Jersey  Brigade. 
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Fifteen tli  Connecticut,  and  two  (nine  months')  regiments  from 
Maine,  the  whole  under  command  of  General  Silas  Casey,  then 
commanding  the  provisional  troops  in  front  of  Washington.  In 
this  camp,  the  regiment  remained  about  a  month,  performing  con- 
stant and  laborious  duty.  Drills,  reviews  and  inspections  were 
frequent,  and  actual  picket  duty  was  carefully  performed. 

On  the  1st  of  December,  the  regiment  received  orders,  in  con- 
nection with  the  Twenty-fifth  New  Jersey,  Thirteenth  New  Hamp- 
shire, Fifteenth  Connecticut,  and  some  other  brigades  of  new  troops, 
to  report  to  General  Burnside  as  a  re-info rcement,  preparatory  to 
his  attack  on  the  Confederates  then  occupying  the  heights  of  Fred- 
ericksburg. On  the  evening  of  the  10th,  after  a  march  of  much 
hardship,  the  regiment  reported  for  duty  within  the  Union  lines, 
and  was  at  once  assigned  to  the  Second  Brigade,  First  Division, 
Ninth  Army  Corps — the  division  being  under  the  temporary  com- 
mand of  Brigadier-General  W.  W.  Burns,  and  the  corps  under 
Brigadier-General  0.  B.  Wilcox.  Thus  far,  the  Twenty -seventh 
had  known  nothing  of  the  conflicts  and  perils  of  the  field ;  it  had 
come  now  into  the  very  thick  of  the  danger,  and  was  to  engage  in 
actual  hostilities.  But  a  single  day  had  passed,  when  orders  were 
received  to  cook  three  days'  rations,  supply  each  man  with  sixty 
rounds  of  cartridge,  and  prepare  for  actual  service  on  the  day  fol- 
lowing. The  foe  swarming  along  the  opposite  heights  was  again 
to  be  assailed. 

On  the  night  of  the  11th,  the  regiment  left  camp  and  bivouacked 
in  line  of  battle  in  an  open  field  near  the  place  of  crossing  opposite 
the  city.  On  the  morning  of  the  12th,  it  was  one  of  the  first  to  cross 
the  Eappahannock  on  the  first  bridge  laid,  and  as  soon  as  over  was 
assigned  to  an  important  position  in  the  second  line,  behind  the 
gas-works  and  gasometer,  to  act  as  a  support  with  the  other  regi- 
ments of  the  brigade  to  the  main  part  of  the  Ninth  Corps,  already 
fiercely  engaged  beyond  the  town  with  the  enemy  who  had  retreated 
to  a  stone  wall,  behind  which  they  made  a  stand,  and  from  which 
they  poured  such  a  destructive  lire  into  our  advance  that  further 
progress  seemed  impossible.  The  position  of  the  Twenty-seventh, 
although  removed  and  partially  screened  from  the  musketry  of  the 
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enemy,  was  plainly  visible  to  h's  artillerists  on  the  crest  beyond  the 
plain,  and  these  lost  no  time  ,r*  sending  their  compliments  in  the 
shape  of  shot  and  shell.  Fontmately,  however,  although  exposed 
to  this  annoying  fire  from  morrtzng  until  night — many  of  the  shells 
exploding  within  the  lines  of  the  regiment — none  were  either 
killed  or  wounded,  the  men  remaining  cool  and  collected  through- 
out. During  the  night  the  regiment  rested  on  its  arms  in  the  posi- 
tion it  had  taken,  whence,  on  the  morning^  of  the  13th,  it  was 
moved,  together  with  the  Seventy-ninth  New  York  (Highlanders) 
and  the  Second  Michigan,  still  further  to  the  left,  so  as  to  connect 
the  right  of  the  army  with  the  left  (General  Franklin),  which  had 
crossed  during  the  night  and  taken  position.  The  duty  of  the 
Twenty-seventh  in  this  position  was  to  remain  on  the  defensive, 
holding  the  connection  while  troops  on  either  side  made  the  attack. 
This  duty  was  satisfactorily  performed,  tne  regiment  holding  its 
position  with  ease,  while  the  battle  raged  furiously  all  around  it. 
Late  in  the  afternoon,  the  led  of  the  line  appearing  to  be  driven 
back,  the  Twenty-seventh  was  moved  forward  at  the  "  double- 
quick,"  for  a  distance  of  half  \\  mile,  where,  under  a  heavy  fire  of 
shell  and  musketry,  it  formed  line  of  battle  with  parade  precision, 
coming  on  the  right  by  file  ink)  line  (a  difficult  movement  under 
fire),  with  the  utmost  regularity.  The  enemy,  however,  deeming 
"discretion  the  better  part  of  valor,"  promptly  retired  on  the 
approach  of  re-inforeementa  to  our  weakened  line,  and  the  Twenty- 
seventh  was  again  deprived  of  an  opportunity  for  a  close  encoun- 
ter, bivouacking  on  the  plain,  under  arms,  for  the  night.  On  the 
morning  of  the  14th,  it  took  up  its  old  position  in  the  center,  and 
the  same  night,  the  attack  having  been  abandoned,  retired  with  the 
army  across  the  river,  reaching  its  old  encampment  just  before 
dawn  on  the  loth. 

Although  the  regiment  was  not  brought  into  close  and  actual 
conflict  during  this  unfortunate  battle,  it  was  sufficiently  exposed 
to  test  the  bravery  and  trustworthiness  of  the  officers  and  men  ;  and 
the  rapidity  with  which  they  advanced  when  ordered  forward  to 
the  assistance  of  their  eoinra^os,  the  celeritv  and  regularitv  with 
which  they  fell  into  line  undet  tire,  and  their  eagerness  to  advance 
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and  attack,  demonstrated  conclusively  that  if  they  had  met  the  foe, 
they  would  have  clone  their  duty  steadily  and  bravely. 

The  regiment  remained  in  camp  without  change,  undergoing 
instruction  in  discipline  and  drill,  until  the  24th  of  January,  1863, 
when  it  was  ordered  to  the  front  in  support  of  Pettit's  Battery  of 
rifled  guns,  in  position  on  the  river,  commanding  Franklin's  cross- 
ing. At  this  point  the  regiment  had  its  camp  on  a  commanding 
plain,  immediately  in  rear  of  the  battery  and  in  full  sight,  not  only 
of  the  rebel  pickets  on  that  front,  but  of  the  entire  rebel  army — 
only  the  narrow  river,  here  but  fifty  yards  wide,  separating  them 
from  the  foe.  In  this  encampment,  named  "  Camp  E.  V.  Sumner," 
(in  honor  of  the  brave  commander  of  the  Eight  Grand  Division, 
to  which  the  Twenty -seventh  was  attached),  the  regiment  remained 
for  over  a  fortnight,  daily  going  through  the  routine  of  parades, 
Teviews,  inspections  and  drills,  but  without  receiving  a  single  shot 
from  the  enemy.  On  the  11th  of  February,  the  regiment  with 
the  remainder  of  the  corps,  proceeded  to  Aquia  Creek,  whence  it 
was  transferred  by  steamer  to  Newport  News,  disembarking  at  that 
point  on  the  13th,  and  at  once  occupying  a  camp  about  a  mile  from 
the  landing.  The  object  of  this  movement  was  no^  known  to  the 
troops,  who  speculated  largely  as  to  their  probable  destination  ;  but 
whatever  point  it  was  designed  they  should  assail  in  that  quarter, 
the  field  of  operations  was  never  reached,  the  movements  -of  the 
rebel  forces  rendering  the  presence  of  the  corps  indispensably 
necessary  in  a  fiir  distant  (and  different)  field.  The  Twenty- 
seventh,  however,  anticipating  a  perhaps  protracted  stay,  estab- 
lished its   camp  with  great  care,4  and  prepared  tc  enjoy  all  the 

*  For  a  fine  description  of  this  camp,  we  quote  from  a  letter  of  Honorable  John  Hill, 
who,  after  visiting-  the  regiment,  wrote  as  follows  to  the  Morristown  Jcrscyman  of  April. 
2J,  1m>:>:  ''There  are  some  beautiful  encampments  here,  which  extend  some  three 
miles  from  the  landing  up  along  the  banks  of  the  James  River.  It  is  a  fine  siixht : 
Camp  Burnside,  the  camp  of  the  Twenty-seventh  Regiment,  is  one  of  the  finest  camps 
here.  How  to  find  it,  I  was  told  by  a  gentleman  who  had  been  there,  to  take  the  kit 
hand  road  from  the  landing,  go  up  one  and  a  half  miles  and  'the  finest  "lookinu;  camp 
there  was  the  Twenty-seventh  New  Jersey.'  Another  said,  'ask  for  the  handsomest 
looking  camp,  and  they  will  tell  you  it  belongs  to  the  Twenty-seventh  New  Jersey.' 
And  so  it  turned  out.  It  is  beautifully  laid  out  with  eleven  streets,  fifty  feet  wide  each, 
with  sidewalks  of  six  additional  feet,  the  streets  being  graded  and  guttered  on  each 
fide.  The  main  street  or  avenue  runs  up  through  the  center  one  hundred  feet  wide,  at 
the  head  of  which  are  the  field  officers'  tents,  with  a  street  fifty  feet  wide  ia  front  of 
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comforts  possible  to  its  position — meanwhile  giving  attention  to 
drill,  regimental  and  brigade — Colonel  Mindil  temporarily  com- 
manding the  brigade  in  the  absence  of  the  brigade  commander. 
So  proficient  did  it  become  in  this  respect,  that  it  soon  enjoyed  the 
reputation  of  being  the  finest  drilled  regiment  in  the  corps,  leading 
the  officers  to  recommend  Colonel  Mindil,  in  view  of  his  labors  in 
this  behalf,  to  the  Congressional  delegation  of  the  State  for  pro- 
motion to  Brigadier-General.  The  President,  as  was  afterwards 
ascertained,  so  far  approved  of  the  request  as  to  place  the  Colonel's 
name  on  his  list,  and  the  appointment  would,  in  all  probability, 
have  been  made,  had  not  the  Senate,  during  the  same  month,  limited 
the  number  of  Generals. 

On  the  18th  of  March,  orders  were  received  to  prepare  at  once 
for  a  movement.  Longstreet,  with  a  considerable  rebel  force,  was 
threatening  our  lines  at  Suffolk,  and  the  Third  Division  of  the 
corps  had  already  crossed  over  to'  Norfolk  and  passed  to  the  front 
to  resist  him.  The  Twenty-seventh,  informed  of  this  movement, 
expected  to  follow ;  but  it  had  a  far  different  task  before  it,  the 
real  destination  of  the  remainder  of  the  corps  being  Kentucky,  in 
which  State  the  rebel  partizan  leaders,  Morgan,  Pegram,  Duke  and 
Forrest,  were  committing  the  most  alarming  depredations.  General 
Burnside  having  been  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  Department 
of  the  Ohio,  with  headquarters  at  Cincinnati,  had  asked  for  his 
old  corps  to  operate  with  him  in  expelling  the  rebel  marauders, 
and  in 'the  future  (and  then  contemplated)  movement  into  the 
mountains  of  East  Tennessee,  and  this  request  had  been  promptly 

them,  and  then  came  the  line  officers'  streets  and  their  tents.  In  the  center  of  the 
encampment  and  in  the  middle  of  the  avenue,  a  pole  was  erected  and  a  beautiful  arch 
of  evergreens,  over  which  waved  the  Star  Spangled  Banner.  In  front  of  each  tent  is 
placed  a  beautiful  holly  tree,  about  ten  or  twelve  feet  high ;  the  walks  and  streets  being 
kept  as  clean  and  smooth  as  a  lloor.  The  tents  were  of  the  'A1  pattern,  and  being 
new,  presented  a  fine  appearance.  The  encampment  was  like  a  neat  little  village,  the 
whole  being  planned  and  laid  out  under  the  superintendance  of  Colonel  Mindil,  who 
has  an  eye  to  the  comfort  of  his  men,  and  always  makes  it  a  point  to  select  a  good 
camp." 

Mujor-Gcneral  O.  B.  "Wilccx,  commanding  the  division,  wrote  to  Colonel  Mindil 
about  the  same  dute  as  the  above,  as  follows:  "I  am  proud  of  your  connection  with 
my  division,  and  from  the  fine  appearauce  and  ^ood  instruction  of  your  present  regi- 
ment, 1  am  happy  to  observe  your  military  talents  are  still  employed  with  credit  to 
yourself  and  to  the  advantage  of  the  service." 
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granted.  On  the  morning  of  the  19th  of  March,  the  Twenty- 
seventh  broke  camp  and  marched  to  the  landing,  where  it  embarked 
on  the  25th,  on  the  steamer  John  A.  Warner,  and  proceeded  to 
Baltimore.  Thence  it  was  carried  by  rail  to  Parkersburg,  West 
Yirginia,  where  it  was  again  transferred  to  a  steamer  and  conveyed 
to  Cincinnati,  that  city  being  reached  on  the  morning  of  the  2ftb. 
General  Burnside  had  preceded  his  troops  to  that  point,  and  the 
loyal  people  of  the  city,  as  regiment  after  regiment  arrived,  ex- 
tended to  the  weary  men  the  most  cordial  and  hospitable  welcome. 
The  large  market-house,  and  even  the  adjoining  streets,  were  filled 
with  tables,  heaped  with  edibles  of  every  description,  and  day  and 
night  the  most  beautiful  of  the  city's  patriotic  daughters  were  in 
attendance  to  serve  the  hungry  soldiers.  Shortly  before  noon  on 
the  27th,  the  Twenty -seventh  Regiment  landed  on  the  levee,  and 
in  column  by  companies,  with  arms  bright  and  glistening,  marched 
into  the  city,  welcomed  by  the  cheers  of  the  populace,  and  reviewed 
by  General  Burnside  from  the  balcony  of  the  Burnet  House,  as 
it  passed,  the  men  cheering  lustily  for  the  commander  whom  they 
Lad  already  learned  to  love  and  trust.  At  the  market-house,  the 
troops  stacked  arms  and  partook  of  a  most  sumptuous  meal,  after 
which,  returning  to  the  river,  they  were  ferried  over  to  Covington, 
Kentucky,  and  the  same  evening  took  cars  for  Lexington,  then 
threatened  and  in  danger — being  the  first  regiment  from  the  East 
to  move  into  central  Kentucky  in  aid  of  our  cavalry,  who,  weak 
in  numbers,  were  heroically  struggling  against  the  advancing  forces 
of  the  enemy. 

As  guerillas  abounded  in  all  parts  of  Kentucky  at  that  time, 
the  train  conveying  the  Twenty-seventh  was  obliged  to  proceed 
very  slowly,  and  it  was  morning  before  Lexington  was  reached. 
Here  the  corps  was  to  assemble  preparatory  to  assuming  the  defen- 
sive. The  rebel  General  Pegram,  who  was  advancing  by  the  Dan- 
,  ville  turnpike,  had,  however,  succeeded  in  driving  our  advanced 
forces  beyond  Kentucky  River,  and  they  had  fallen  back  to  a  posi- 
tion at  Heckman's  Bridge,  to  await  reinforcements.  The  Twenty- 
seventh  was  at  once  sent  by  train  to  Nicholasville,  fourteen  miles 
distant,  arriving  there  at  noon  on  the  28th,  and  proceeding  imme- 
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diately  to  Heckman's  Bridge,  thus  relieving  the  Union  cavalry, 
who  went  in  pursuit  of  the  rebels  on  another  road.  The  regiment 
being  ordered  to  continue  in  support,  that  evening  reached  i:  Camp 
Dick  Robinson,"  having  marched  a  distance  of  seventeen  miles 
(loaded  down  with  knapsack,  canteen  and  haversack),  in  six  hours. 
General  Gilmore,  commanding  our  cavalry,  having  overtaken  and 
beaten  the  rebels  near  Monticello,  the  Twenty-seventh  went  into 
camp  on  the  turnpike  about  half  a  mile  from  the  Eobinson  House, 
picketing  the  road  to  Lancaster  and  keeping  an  advanced  guard  on 
the  Danville  Road  near  the  crossing  on  Kentucky  River,  where  the 
enemy  had  destroyed  the  bridge.  The  regiment  soon  arranged  a 
handsome  camp,  and  for  a  few  days  lived  in  luxurious  style,  being 
within  reach  of  all  the  luxuries  which  "  the  blue  grass  region" 
afforded.  Meanwhile,  however,  Burnside  was  pushing  back  the 
rebels  on  all  the  roads  by  which  they  had  approached,  and  it  soon 
became  necessary  for  the  Twenty-seventh,  in  order  to  keep  abreast 
of  the  advancing  line,  to  move  forward  also  along  the  road  on 
which  it  had  been  placed.  Accordingly,  early  on  the  morning  of 
the  11th  of  April,  the  march  was  resumed,  Stanford,  twent}^  miles 
distant,'  being  reached  at  sunset  Here  the  Twenty-seventh  was 
joined  by  the  regiments  of  the  brigade  with  which  it  had  acted  at 
Fredericksburg  and  Newport  News,  and  another  period  of  rest  and 
enjoyment  was  had,  the  community  being  intense!}'  loyal  and  con- 
tributing in  every  possible  way  to  the  comfort  of  the  men.  But 
the  rebels  were  still  committing  their  characteristic  depredations  in 
the  southern  counties,  and  vigorous  action  was  urgently  demanded. 
Accordingly  General  S.  P.  Carter,  a  loyal  Tennesseean,  who  com- 
manded the  district  in  which  the  Twenty-seventh  was  serving, 
planned  an  expedition  to  drive  the  marauders  beyond  the  limits  of 
the  State — for  this  purpose  organizing  a  force  consisting  of  five 
regiments  of  cavalry  at  Somerset,  Kentucky  (who  were  then 
picketing  and  holding  the  line  of  the  Cumberland  River,  which 
formed  the  dividing  line  between  the  opposing  forces),  and  a  bri 
gade  of  infantry.  The  cavalry  brigade,  with  a  battery  of  moun- 
tain howitzers,  was  placed  under  command  of  Colonel  Wolford  of 
the  First  Kentucky  Cavalry,  a  loyal  and  brave  soldier  defending 
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the  soil  of  his  native  State,  while  the  infantry  brigade,  consisting 
of  the  Twenty-seventh  New  Jersey,  Second  Tennessee,  and  One 
Hundred  and  Third  Ohio,  with  six  rifled  Kodman  ten  pounders  of 
Wildrick's  Indiana  Battery,  was  put  under  command  of  Colonel 
Mindil — General  Carter  having  command  of  the  whole.  The  cav 
airy  being  some  twenty-five  miles  in  advance,  it  was  necessary  for 
the  infantry  to  join  them  before  the  real  movement  could  com- 
mence, and  accordingly,  on  the  afternoon  of  April  25th,  the 
Twenty-seventh,  with  the  other  regiments  assigned  for  the  expedi- 
tion, moved  out  from  its  camp,  and  on  the  evening  of  the  26th, 
reached  Somerset.  On  the  following  morning,  the  expedition 
started,  the  cavalry  moving  on  different  roads,  intending  to  cross 
at  some  shallow  fords  above  and  below  Stigold's  Ferry.  The 
infantry  being  ordered  to  cross  at  a  point  some  six  or  seven  miles 
below  the  ferry,  marched  briskly  forward  during  the  entire  day, 
encamping  at  night  in  line  of  battle,  and  the  next  morning  fording 
Fishing  Creek,  pushed  on  to  Mill  Springs  on  the  Cumberland. 
Here  it  was  found  that  the  current  was  too  strong  and  the  river 
too  deep  to  admit  of  fording,  and  there  being  no  boats,  the  com- 
mand, on  the  morning  of  the  29th,  returning  towards  Somerset, 
moved  to  a  position  on  the  Monticello  road,  about  a  mile  and  a  half 
from  the  Stigold  Ferry,  where  it  encamped.  Meanwhile,  the  cav- 
alry had  effected  a  passage,  and  only  awaited  the  arrival  of  the 
infantry  to  attack  the  enemy.  On  the  3Cth,  Mindil's  Brigade, 
crossing  the  river  in  barges,  pushed  forward  some  ten  miles,  with  the 
cavalry  in  advance,  and  on  May  1st  reached  Monticello,  the  cavalry 
driving  the  enemy  from  the  village  after  a  stubborn  resistance. 
Here  preparations  were  made  for  a  further  engagement,  should  the 
enemy  return  to  the  assault,  but  the  latter,  being  badly  whipped, 
hastily  crossed  the  line  and  sought  cover  in  the  mountains  of  East 
Tennessee.  The  expedition  having  thus  accomplished  its  object,  it 
was  decided  to  return,  and  the  cavalry  having  joined  the  infantry  af- 
ter pursuing  the  enemy  to  a  point  beyond  Travisville,  Tennessee,  the 
whole  command  set  out  for  Somerset.  On  reaching  Stigold's  Ferry, 
on  the  morning  of  the  6th,  it  was  found  that  the  small,  boats  had 
been  removed,  but  in  their  place  were  two  large,  open  flats,  which 
71 
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could  be  pulled  across  by  means  of  ropes  stretching  from  shore  to 
shore.  The  Second  Tennessee  and  One  Hundred  and  Third  Ohio 
crossed  in  safety,  as  did  also  the  greater  portion  of  the  Twenty- 
seventh  ;  but  three  companies  of  the  latter  were  less  fortunate. 
After  the  crossing  of  that  portion  of  the  command  already  named, 
the  artillery  and  horses  were  placed  in  the  larger  flat  to  be  ferried 
over  on  the  lower  rope,  leaving  the  upper  cable  for  the  smaller 
boat,  containing  portions  of  Companies  L.  B  and  C,  with  a  few 
men  from  other  companies  of  the  Twenty -seventh.  These  flats 
were  pulled  across  the  stream,  the  current  of  which  was  at  the 
rate  of  six  miles  an  hour,  by  four  men  standing  in  the  bow  of  each 
boat,  who  passed  one  hand  over  the  other  on  the  rope,  taking  care 
never  to  loosen  the  grasp  of  one  hand  until  the  other  was  firmly 
placed.  As  the  flat  containing  almost  the  last  detachment  of  the 
Twenty-seventh,  some  fifty  men,  had  reached  the  middle  of  the 
stream,  the  men  who  were  pulling  it  across  (and  who  were  experts), 
suddenly  and  unaccountably  loosened  their  hold  on  the  rope,  and 
the  boat  swinging  around,  broadside  to  the  current,  drifted  rapidly 
down  the  stream  towards  the  lower  rope,  by  means  of  which  the 
artillery  was  crossing.  The  situation  was  a  perilous  one,  but  had 
the  men  remained  cool,  and  carefully  and  quickly  passed  the  lower 
rope  over  their  heads,  the  danger  might  still  have  been  escaped, 
since  the  boat  would  either  have  drifted  ashore,  or  the  occupants 
been  relieved  by  means  of  other  boats.  Unfortunately,  however, 
many  of  the  men  became  excited,  and  as  they  neared  the  lower 
rope,  a  number  leaped  up  suddenly  to  grasp  it,  thinking  thereby  to 
stay  the  progress  of  the  flat.  But  this  movement  had  directly  the 
contrary  effect,  the  sudden  rush  to  the  one  side,  and  the  abrupt 
check  to  the  progress  of  the  boat,  causing  it  to  dip,  fill  with  water, 
and  precipitate  the  men  headlong  into  the  river.  The  men  were 
heavily  loaded  with  their  marching  accoutrements,  rendering  swim- 
ming impossible,  while  to  add  to  their  peril,  many,  as  they  fell  in 
together,  instinctively  grasped  their  comrades  for  support,  and  so 
both  the  supporters  and  the  supported  were  only  carried  down  the 
sooner.  A  few  managed  to  reach  the  shore,  while  others  clung  to 
the  rope  until  relieved;  but  the  galiant  and  veteran  officer,  Captain 
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Alexander,  with  thirty -two  men,  were  carried  to  the  bottom  and 
drowned.  Such  a  calamity,  while  the  men  were  yet  exultant  over 
the  success  of  their  expedition,  was  indeed  distressing,  and  fell 
with  a  most  saddening  effect  upon  the  regiment.  To  perish  thus 
after  having  escaped  the  bullets  of  the  foe,  and  with  but  a  single 
month  lying  between  them  and  their  homes,  was  lamentable, 
indeed ;  but  these  thirty-three  unfortunates  were  patriots  none  the 
less  because  they  went  down  under  the  river's  tides,  with  their 
armor  on,  rather  than  in  the  din  and  smoke  of  battle.  They  died 
in  the  Nation's  cause,  and  left  the  martyr's  heritage  to  all  who 
hold  them  dear.  Of  the  whole  number  who  perished,  nineteen 
were  from  Eockaway  township,  seven  from  Roxbury,  and  three 
from  Randolph,  in  Morris  County,  while  three  were  from  Walpack 
and  one  from  Stillwater,  in  Sussex  County.  Lieutenant  Pierson, 
afterwards  the  gallant  Adjutant  of  the  Thirty-third  regiment,  was 
among  those  precipitated  into  the  water,  but  his  presence  of  mind 
saved  him — clinging  to  the  upturned  boat  until  relief  was  sent  him. 
Some  of  the  bodies  of  the  drowned  were  afterwards  recovered, 
floating  on  the  surface,  and  decently  interred,  being  subsequently, 
in  some  cases,  removed  to  New  Jersey.  The  following  are  the 
names  of  those  who  perished,  with  the  companies  to  which  they 
were  attached : 

Company  A — Cornelius  Dcrrom,  George  Emory,  Andrew  Dickson,  George  A.  Ligafus. 

Company  B— Captain  John  T.  Alexander,  First  Sergeant  Albert  D.  Wiggins,  Eras. 
tus  Brant. 

Company  C — Corporal  Charles  Stephens,  John  B.  McPeak,  Benjamin  Stoney,  Edward 
Dolcn,  Amos  G.  Stephens,  Andrew  J.  Willets,  Andrew  J.  Young. 

Company  L — Joseph  Cioss,  Jesse  Demouth,  Lemuel  Degraw,  James  H.  Fuller,  Lewis 
O.  Green,  B.  K.  Miller,  John  McCloskey,  Edward  Nichols,'  William  Ockaboek,  William 
Weaver,  Thomas  Odell,  James  O'Neill,  Gideon  Boslcdo,  Kolson  Peer,  Wilson  Pettinger, 
George  Shawger,  Eliakim  Sanders,  Samuel  S.  Smith,  James  Shaw. 

On  the  8th  of  May,  the  regiment  re-occupied  its  old  camp  near 
Somerset,  after  an  eventful  campaign  of  ten  days,  in  which  it  had 
marched  one  hundred  and  fifty-six  miles,  making  on  an  average, 
deducting  rests,  twenty-live  miles  a  day.  Indeed,  but  for  the 
deplorable  incident  on  the  Cumberland,  the  career  of  the  Twenty- 
seventh,  up  to  this  time,  would  have  been,  not  merely  in  all  things 
successful,  but  a  pleasant  one  as  well.      It  had  travelled  over  a 
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thousand  miles  from  home,  had  performed  splended  service,  and 
had  gained  a  most  enviable  reputation.  Its  crowning  service, 
however,  was  yet  to  be  performed ;  its  chief  honor,  and  one  which 
will  attach  always  to  its  history,  was  yet  to  be  won. 

Late  in  the  month  of  May,  General  Grant,  who  was  vigorously 
pressing  the  siege  of  Yicksburg,  and  who  needed  reinforcements 
to  enable  him  to  complete  the  brilliant  campaign  which  terminated 
in  the  capture  of  that  stronghold,  called  upon  General  Burnside 
for  aid,  and  the  latter  at  once  took  measures  to  send  to  him  the 
greater  part  of  the  Ninth  Corps.  The  term  of  service  of  the 
Twenty-seventh  ended  on  the  3d  of  June,  but  notwithstanding  this, 
the  regimeut  on  the  4th  took  up  the  line  of  march  with  the  rest  of 
the  brigade,  who  were  ordered  to  Louisville  and  Covington,  for 
embarkation  down  the  Mississippi.  Reaching  a  point  near  Heck- 
man's  Bridge,  however,  the  regiment  was  stopped  by  orders,  of 
General  Burnside — that  officer  needing  their  services  in  Kentucky 
(now  largely  stripped  of  troops),  for  a  few  clays  longer,  and  not 
deeming  it  proper,  in  view  of  the  expiration  of  their  term  of  ser- 
vice, to  send  them  to  the  Mississippi.  At  this  point  the  regiment 
remained  until  the  loth,  when  orders  were  received  to  march  to 
Nicholas  ville  and  take  the  cars  for  Cincinnati,  homeward  bound, 
as  soon  as  possible.  Immediately  upon  the  receipt  of  these  instruc- 
tions, Colonel  Mindil  issued  his  last  official  order  to  the  regiment  as 
follows : 

"  Headquarters  Twenty-seventh  New  Jersey  Volunteers,  ) 
"Camp  Farewell,"  near  Nichoiasville,  Kentucky,  June  15,  1SG3.      ) 

"I.  In  compliance  with  instructions  received  from  Department  Headquarters,  this 
regiment  will  be  in  readiness  to  mareh  to  the  railroad  depot  at  Nichoiasville  at  daylight 
in  the  morning. 

"  II.  The  troops  will  be  clad  in  their  best  uniforms,  the  knapsacks  must  be  neatly  and 
squarely  packed  and  the  overcoats  carefully  folded  and  strapped  on  the  knapsack. 

"  III.  No  straggling  will  be  permitted,  nor  must  the  men  leave  the  ranks  for  any  cause 
whilst  passing  through  cities  and  towns. 

"  IV.  The  Colonel  Commanding  sincerely  trusts  that  on  this,  their  homeward  trip,  the 
officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Twenty-seventh  Regiment  will  conduct  themselves  in  the 
orderly  and  soldierly  manner  which  has  heretofore  characterized  them,  and  which  has 
gained  for  them  so  bright  a  record, 

"  By  order  of  Colonel  George  W.  Mindil. 

"  R.  W.  Simpson,  A.  A." 

The  march  to  Nichoiasville  was  made  in  fine  order,  and  on  the  same 
evening  the  regiment  reached  Covington.     On  the  following  morn- 
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ing,  while  in  Cincinnati,  whither  he  had  gone  to  report  to  General 
Burnside,  Colonel  Minclil  learned  of  the  movement  of  Lee's  Army 
into  Pennsylvania,  and  that  the  Pennsylvania  Central  Eailroad  was 
probably  in  rebel  hands.  This  being  the  route  by  which  the 
Twenty-seventh  was  to  return,  Colonel  Mindil  at  once  deter- 
mined to  hasten  forward  (instead  of  taking  a  more  circuitous 
route),  n  oping  to  be  able  to  render  some  important  service,  and 
possibly  to  unite  with  the  army'  of  General  Meade  at  some 
point  on  the  way.  General  Burnside  regarding  that  as  the 
crisis  of  the  war,  and  knowing  that  the  Government  was  sadly  in 
need  of  troops — many  of  the  regiments  of  the  Potomac  Armj^ 
having  availed  themselves  of  the  expiration  of  their  terms  of  ser- 
vice to  return  home — expressed  the  liope  that  the  Twenty-seventh 
would  fall  in  with  the  views  of  its  Colonel ;  and  the  men  needed 
no  second  appeal.  On  the  same  day,  the  following  complimentary 
general  order  was  printed  and  distributed  to  the  men  of  the  regi- 
ment: 

"Headquarters  Department  of  the  Ohio,  ) 
Cincinnati,  Onio,  June  15,  I860.      J 
"  General  Order,  No.  102. 
"  In  withdrawing  the  Twenty-seventh  Regiment  New  Jersey  Volunteers  from  the  front, 
in  order  that  they  may  return  to  their  homes  at  the  expiration  of  their  term  of  enlistment, 
the  commanding  General  desires  to  express  his  regret  at  parting  from  them.     In  every 
position  in  -which  the  requirements  of  the  service  have  placed  them,  they  have  proved 
themselves  hrave,  efficient  and  reliable  soldiers,  and  have  made  for  themselves  in  this 
command  a  clear  record,  worthy  of  the  gallant  State  whose  name  they  bear. 

"Should  this  regiment,  in  the  event  of  a  continuance  of  the  war,  again  take  the  field, 
the  commanding  General  will  be  glad  to  receive  them  as  tried  soldiers  once  more  under 
his  command. 

"By  order  of  Major-General  Burnside. 

"  Lewis  Richmond,  A.  A.  G.  • 

5  About  the  same  time  General  S.  S.  Carter,  learning  that  the  regiment  was  home- 
ward bound,  addressed  a  complimentary  letter  to  Colonel  Mindil,  of  which  the  follow- 
ing is  an  extract : 

"  For  yourself  personally,  Colonel,  I  entertain  the  highest  esteem,  as  I  do  for  your 
noble  regiment,  which  has  gained  a  most  enviable  reputation  in  Kentucky  from  the 
soldierly  bearing  and  correct  deportment  of  both  officers  and  men. 

"  Will  you  be  pleased  to  give  to  the  officers  and  men  my  appreciation  of  their  worth, 
and  the  regret  1  feel  at  parting  with  them.  *  *  It  is  a  matter  of  pride  with  me  that 
I  have  had  the  honor  to  command,  for  even  a  time,  troops  who  have  won  for  them- 
selves such  imperishable  fame." 

In  another  letter,  addressed  to  Governor  Parker,  commending  Colonel  Mindil  for 
his  valuable  services,  General  Carter  said  of  the  regiment;  "  In  them  your  noble  State 
has  been  well  represented,  her  dignity  aud  reputation  well  maintained.  It  affords  me 
much  pleasure  to  give  this  testimony  in  their  favor." 
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On  the  afternoon  of  the  17th,  the  regiment  crossed  to  Cincin- 
nati, where,  being  formed  in  close  column  in  mass,  Colonel 
Mindil  in  a  stirring  address  ex-plained  to  them  the  situation,  and 
asked  if  they  were  willing  to  follow  to  the  help  of  the  army  on 
the  soil  of  Pennsylvania.  The  regiment  responded  with  cheer 
upon  cheer  of  approval,  declaring  their  readiness  to  proceed  to 
any  point  where  they  might  be  wanted,,  whereupon  the  Colonel  at 
once  telegraphed  President  Lincoln  as  follows : 

"  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  June  17, 18G3— 2  p.  m. 
"Abraham  Lincoln,  President  of  the  United  States: 

"  My  regiment,  eight  hundred  strong,  whoge  term  of  service  has  expired,  is  on  its 
way  home  for  muster-out.  1  hereby  oifer  the  services  of  the  command  for  any  service 
in  Pennsylvania  during  the  emergency.    Please  advise  me  of  your  intentions. 

"  Geokge  W.  Mindil,  Colonel  Twenty-seventh  New  Jersey  Volunteers." 

Marching  from  the  levee  to  the  Soldier's  Home,  the  regiment 
partook  of  a  bounteous  repast,  and  after  a  speech  from  General 
Burnside,  in  which  he  heartily  thanked  them  for  their  patriotism, 
took  the  cars  of  the  Columbus  Eailroad  for  Pittsburg,  that  being 
deemed  the  most  important  point.  Columbus  was  reached  at  half- 
uast  nine  o'clock  the  same  evening,  the  men  beincr  there  also  hand- 
somely  entertained  by  the  citizens.  While  there,  the  following 
telegram  was  received : 

"  Washington,  June  17,  1S63— 10.50  p.  m. 
44 Colonel  George  "W.  Mindil,  Twcnty-scvcyith  Xew  Jersey  Volunteers: 

"  You  will  accept  for  yourself  and  express  to  your  gallant  regiment  the  thanks  of 
the  government  for  your  patriotic  otfer,  which  is  cordially  accepted.  You  will  please 
proceed  with  your  regiment  as  rapidly  us  possible  to  Pittsburg,  via  the  Ohio  Central 
Railroad,  in  order  that  you  may  stop  at  Wheeling,  if  your  services  should  be  required 
there  by  General  Brooks,  who  will  communicate  with  you  on  the  road,  and  you  can 
reach  Pittsburg  by  that  line,  if  he  should  prefer  to  have  you  there. 

"E.  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War." 

On  the  morning  of  the  18th,  the  regiment  reached  Bridgeport, 
opposite  Wheeling,  West  Virginia.  Wheeling  at  this  time  was 
filled  with  excitement,  and  Colonel  Mindil  deemed  it  wise  to  remain 
there  for  a  day  or  two,  but  the  danger  having  passed,  the  regiment, 
on  the  morning  of  the  20th,  under  orders  from  General  Brooks, 
again  took  cars  for  Pittsburg,  where,  upon  its  arrival,  it  was  enter- 
tained by  the  loyal  women  of  the  city,  who  had  spread  tables  in 
the  City  Hall  and  Market-House.  The  hills  surrounding  Pittsburg 
were  at  this  time  being  fortified,  and  the  citizens  and  militia  were 
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performing  garrison  duty.  The  valleys  of  the  Monongahela  and 
Youghiogeny  being  the  key  to  the  city,  the  Twenty-seventh  was 
ordered  to  proceed  to  Uniontown,in  Fayette  County,  where  the 
old  National  road  is  intersected  by  the  road  from  Morgantown, 
Virginia,  for  the  purpose  of  resisting  and  holding  in  check  any 
parties  of  "raiders"  who  might  venture  in  this  direction  from 
Cumberland,  Maryland,  where  the  rebels,  under  Echols,  Imboden 
and  others  were  known  to  be.  Uniontown  was  reached  in  four 
hours  on  the  cars  of  the  Connelsville  Eailroad,  the  loyal  inhabitants 
along  the  route  turning  out  in  great  numbers  to  welcome  the  troops 
and  shower  upon  them  provisions  of  all  descriptions.  At  Union- 
town,-  the  entire  population  flocked  into  the  streets  to  honor  the 
regiment,  and  for  the  night  every  spare  room  in  the  Court  House 
and  Market-House  was  placed  at  its  disposal.  The  next  morning, 
June  21st,  after  a  dress-parade,  five  companies  were  sent  out  to  a 
good  strategic  position  about  five  miles  distant,  on  the  Morgantown 
road — Major  H.  F.  Willis,  who  was  in  command  of  the  detach- 
ment, being  instructed  to  picket  well  all  approaches  and  to  resist 
the  enemy,  should  he  appear.  At  the  same  time,  the  six  companies 
constituting  the-  right  wing  of  the  regiment,  under  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  E.  S.  Babcock,  were  ordered  to  a  strong  position  on  the 
National  road,  near  the  village  of  Monroe,  where  a  strong  picket 
was  thrown  out  into  the  gap  of  the  "  Chestnut  Eidge."  Colonel 
Mindil  established  his  headquarters  in  the  town,  in  order  that  he 
might  act  promptly  with  either  wing,  as  the  emergency  might 
require.  Here  the  regiment  remained  for  three  days,  but  no  enemy 
appearing,  and  the  main  column  under  Lee  having  moved  more  to 
the  east,  the  regiment,  on  the  morning  of  the  24th,  was  again  con- 
solidated, and  proceeded  by  rail  to  Turtle  Creek,  a  station  on  the 
Pennsylvania  Central  Eailroad,  twelve  miles  east  of  Pittsburg, 
with  instructions  to  guard  against  a  rebel  advance  from  the  direc- 
tion of  Bedford  and  Somerset,  and  to  be  available  for  transfer  to 
any  point  on  the  line  of  the  road.  The  regiment  remained  at  this 
point  until  noon  of  the  26th,  when  it  proceeded  to  Harrisburg, 
reaching  there  at  noon  of  the  following  day.  The  danger  to  the 
capital  of  Pennsylvania  having  passed,  and  fresh  troops  having 
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arrived,  Colonel  Mindil  considered  his  duty  accomplished,  and 
accordingly  cars  were  at  once  taken  via  the  Allentown  and  New 
Jersey  Central  Eailroads  for. home.  The  morning  of  the  28th 
found  the  regiment  bivouacked  at  Elizabethport,  whence  they 
marched  to  Elizabeth,  and  early  in  the  afternoon  reached  Newark. 
Their  arrival  in  that  city  was  unexpected,  but  they  nevertheless 
received  a  hearty,  spontaneous  welcome,  the  populace  greeting  them 
with  peals  of  applause  as  they  marched  through  the  thronged 
streets  to  Camp  Frelinghuysen.  On  the  2d  of  July  the  regiment 
was  mustered  out,  and  the  men  scattered  to  their  homes,  proud 
in  the  thought  that  in  the  darkest  hour  of  the  nation's  struggle  they 
had  given  the  government  a  full  month  of  extra,  voluntary  service. 
Colonel  Mindil  at  once  proceeded  to  Washington,  where  he  again 
offered  his  services,  and  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Lincoln,  personally 
made,  soon  after  returned  to  Newark  to  re-organize  his  gallant  regi- 
ment, afterwards  known  as  the  Thirty-third,  whose  history  will  be 
found  elsewhere. 


CHAPTER     XXII. 

THE    TWENTY-EIGHTH     REGIMENT. 

The  Twenty-eighth  Regiment,  recruited  in  Middlesex,  Mon- 
mouth, Ocean,  Camden  and  Gloucester  Counties,  was  mustered  into 
service  at  Freehold,  on  the  22d  of  September,  1862,  its  field  officers 
being  as  follows :  Colonel,  Moses  K.  Wisewell ;  Lieutenant  Colo- 
nel, E.  A.  L.  Roberts;  Major,  S.  K.  Wilson;  Adjutant,  William 
A.  Gulick ;  Chaplain,  C.  J.  Page ;  Surgeon,  William  D.  Newell ; 
Assistant  Surgeon,  Benjamin  IS".  Baker.  Colonel  Wisewell,  who 
took  charge  of  the  regiment  at  its  organization,  was  a  man  of  fine 
intellectual  capacity,  and  soon  acquired  a  marked  hold  on  the  con- 
fidence of  the  men,  which  he  retained  until  November  following, 
when,  obtruding  upon  his  command,  in  a  public  address,  certain 
offensive  avowals  in  reference  to  the  war  and  the  Gubernatorial  con- 
test then  in  progress  in  New  Jersey,  he  became  obnoxious  to  a  large 
portion  of  the  regiment.  His  courage,  however,  was  undoubted, 
and  at  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg  he  led  his  regiment  with  great 
gallantry,  falling  severely  wounded  and  being  carried  from  the 
field,  to  which  he  was  unable  to  return  until  June,  1863.  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Roberts  came  from  New  York,  and  commanded  the 
regiment  from  the  14tli  of  December,  1862,  until  the  2d  of  Janu- 
ary ensuing,  when  he  was  discharged  for  tendering  his  resignation 
in  the  face  of  the  enemy.  Lieutenant-Colonel  John  A.  Wildrick, 
who  had  been  a  Captain  in  the  Second  Regiment,  then  assumed 
command,  and  by  his  sound  judgment  and  wise  exercise  of  author- 
ity, soon  made  the  regiment  one  of  the  most  effective  in  the  brigade 
to  which  it  belonged.  He  led  the  command  with  great  bravery  in 
the  battle  of  Chancellorsville,  where  he  was  taken  prisoner,  but 
being  exchanged,  returned  to  the  field  shortly  after  and  was  dis- 
charged with  the  regiment.  Major  Wilson  commanded  the  regi- 
72 
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merit  for  a  short  time  in  January,  1863,  and  also  in  the  following 
May,  and  was  discharged  with  it  upon  the  expiration  of  its  term 
of  service.  Surgeon  Newell,  during  the  whole  term  of  service, 
performed  the  duties  of  his  position  with  admirable  efficiency  and 
skill,  and  was  ably  seconded,  in  all  his  efforts  to  promote  the  com- 
fort of  the  men,  by  his  assistant,  Doctor  Baker.  Adjutant  Gulick 
acquitted  himself  with  great  credit  in  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg, 
and  was,  throughout,  capable  and  faithful,  exercising  a  controling 
influence  in  the  regiment.  Eesigning  his  position,  he  was  succeeded 
in  March,  1863,  by  Adjutant  B.  A.  Bobbins,  who  also  proved  a 
capable  officer.  The  Chaplain  of  the  regiment,  who,  at  the  time 
he  entered  the  service,  was  pastor  of  a  Baptist  Church  in  Piscata- 
way,  Middlesex  County,  was  at  all  times  prompt,  earnest  and  effi- 
cient, enjoying  the  fullest  confidence  of  the  men,  and  proving  at 
once  a  guide  and  friend  to  all  who  needed  counsel  or  assistance. 

The  regiment,  nine  hundred  and  forty  strong,  left  Freehold  on 
the  4th  of  October,  1862,  and  reaching  "Washington  on  the  night 
of  the  5th,  encamped  on  Capitol  Hill,  being  furnished,  a  few  days 
afterwards,  with  Springfield  muskets.  On  the  13th,  it  marched 
into  Virginia,  and  was  attached  to  General  Abercrombie's  com- 
mand. On  the  1st  of  December,  it  again  broke  camp,  and  crossing 
into  Maryland,  marched  to  Liverpool  Point  on  the  Lower  Potomac, 
where,  on  the  5th,  it  crossed  to  Aquia  Creek,  and,  in  the  midst  of 
a  driving  snow-storm,  went  into  camp  until  the  8th,  when  it  pro- 
ceeded to  Falmouth.  Here  it  was  attached  to  the  First  Brigade 
(General  Kimball),  Third  Division  (General  French),  Second  Army 
Corps.  The  plans  for  'the  demonstration  against  Fredericksburg 
having  been  matured,  and  the  movement  of  the  army  commenced, 
on  the  11th  the  regiment  marched  into  position  near  the  river, 
where  it  remained  until  night — crossing  into  the  town  at  sunrise  on 
the  morning  of  the  12th,  but  not  becoming  engaged  until  the  fol- 
lowing morning.  About  ten  o'clock  on  that  morning,  it  was 
ordered  into  line  and  at  once  advanced  upon  the  enemy  occupying 
the  Heights.  The  advance  was  made  in  the  face  of  a  murderous 
fire,  but  the  men  of  the  28th,  unused  as  they  were  to  the  perils  of 
desperate  combat,  pressed   steadily  forward  until   the   plain  was 
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crossed  and  the  foot  of  the  first  ridge  was  reached.  But  their 
ranks,  as  they  reached  that  position,  were  terribly  thinned,  not  less 
than  one-fifth  of  the  whole  regiment  having  been  wounded  or  killed. 
Still,  however,  the  command  stood  firm,  deliberately  opening  fire 
upon  the  enemy  from  the  shelter  of  a  ravine,  and  holding  the 
position  tenaciously  until  night  put  an  end  to  the  conflict.  So 
rapid  and  accurate  was  the  fire  of  the  rebels,  that  withdrawal  from 
the  shelter  of  the  friendly  ravine  would  have  involved,  perhaps, 
as  serious  a  loss  as  the  advance ;  but  only  the  very  highest  courage 
could  have  held  the  Twenty-eighth  in  the  perilous  position  it  occu- 
pied, exposed  to  all  the  fury  of  the  enemy's  attack.  Darkness 
coming  on,  the  regiment  withdrew  to  the  town,  leaving  nearly  two 
hundred  of  the  six  hundred  who  advanced  in  the  morning,  on  the 
bloody  field,  but  with  its  standards  lustrous  with  the  halo  of  brave 
achievements.  From  first  to  last  the  men  fought  with  the  same 
heroism,  the  same  cool  determination,  as  the  veteran  troops  around 
them.  Unfortunately,  the  men  being  taken  into  battle  with  their 
knapsacks,  and  subsequently  ordered  to  leave  them  on  the  field, 
many  of  them  lost  everything  they  possessed,  and  afterwards 
experienced  much  inconvenience  and  suffering  from  the  want  of 
supplies  and  comforts  thus  abandoned.1 

During  the  14th,  when  only  two  hundred  and  seventy  men 
could  be  found  for  duty,  the  regiment  occupied  its  old  position  in 
the  town,  re-crossing  late  on  the  following  day.  For  several  days 
the  men  were  without  tents  or  blankets,  and  their  condition  was 
pitiable  in  the  extreme,  a  large  number  being  sick.     At  length, 


i  Upon  moving  to  the  front,  General  Kimball,  as  if  fearful  that  the  Twenty-eighth 
would  falter  in  its  duty,  appealed  to  it  not  to  fall  behind  the  veterans  of  his  brigade. 
He  had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  before  he  fell  on  the  held,  that  Jerseymen  knew  how 
to  do  their  duty  as  bravely  as  the  bravest. 

A  letter,  published  in  the  Newark  Advertiser,  says  of  this  engagement:  "The 
Twenty-fourth  and  Twenty-eighth  New  Jersey  Regiments  did  splendidly.  Their  loss 
is  greater  than  any  other  regiments  in  the  division.  Colonel  Wisewell  conducted  his 
men  to  the  charge  with  honor  and  courage.  The  following  is  the  loss  of  the  Twenty- 
eighth:  Killed,  twelve  men;  wounded,  ten  ollicers  and  one  hundred  and  forty-seven 
men;  missing,  thirty-one  men." 

The  official  report  of  the  engagement,  furnished  at  a  later  date  than  the  above* 
places  the  killed  at  fourteen,  the  wounded  at  one  hundred  and  forty -seven,  and  the 
missing  at  twenty-nine. 
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however,  through  the  intervention  of  Mr.  Marcus  L.  Ward,  who 
visited  the  camp,  they  were  supplied  with  proper  shelter,  and, 
although  the  season  was  still  inclement,  soon  forgot  their  sufferings 
in  reviving  health  and  a  restoration  of  former  comforts.  The 
regiment  remained  in  camp,  engaged  in  ordinary  routine  duties 
until  the  28th  of  April,  when,  Hooker's  movement  against  the 
enemy  having  commenced,  it  marched  to  the  United  States  Ford, 
where  it  was  detailed  for  picket  service.  On  the  30th,  with  the 
brigade  to  which  it  was  attached — composed  of  the  Twenty-fourth 
New  Jersey,  Fourth  and  Eighth  Ohio,  Fourteenth  Indiana,  and 
Seventh  Virginia — it  led  the  advance  in  crossing  the  river  at  that 
point,  and  pushed  forward  immediately  to  the  Chancellor  House. 
On  the  2d  of  May  it  formed  in  line  of  battle  and  sent  out  skir- 
mishers, but  was  not  engaged  until  the  next  day.  when  it  was 
detached  from  the  brigade  and  posted  in  the  woods,  some  three 
or  four  hundred  yards  distant.  Here  a  reconnoissance  of  the 
enemy's  position  was  at  once  made,  when  it  was  discovered  that 
the  regiment  was  close  upon  the  rebel  line.  Soon  after,  before 
proper  dispositions  could  be  made,  the  enemy  struck  the  command 
on  both  the  front  and  right  flank  with  great  force,  causing  the  line 
to  give  way  and  emerge  in  some  confusion  from  the  woods,  the 
enemy  pressing  closely  in  pursuit.  The  men  of  the  Twenty-eighth, 
although  vastly  outnumbered,  behaved  with  characteristic  gallantry, 
delivering  a  vigorous  fire  as  they  retired  and  took  position  with 
the  brigade.  The  loss  of  the  regiment  in  the  action  was  some 
thirty  in  killed,  wounded  and  missing.  During  the  4th  and  5th, 
the  brigade,  commanded  by  Colonel  Carrol,  remained  in  line  of 
battle,  but  was  not  again  engaged,  the  righting  having  shifted  to 
another  part  of  the  line.  On  the  Gth,  the  regiment  withdrew  from 
its  position  and  returned,  with  the  army,  to  the  camp  near  Fal- 
mouth, where  it  remained  until  the  14th  of  June.  Lee  having 
started  towards  the  Upper  Potomac,  Hooker's  army  now  moved 
out  in  pursuit,  the  Twenty-eighth  marching  by  way  of  Stafford 
Court  House  and  Dumfries  to  Fairfax  Station.  Here,  its  term  of 
service  having  expired,  it  was  diverted  from  the  route  pursued  by 
the  army,  and  proceeded  to  Washington.     Thence  it  proceeded  by 
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rail  to  Freehold,  where  it  arrived  on  the  20th,  and  on  the  6th  of 
July  was  mustered  out  of  the  service. 

During  the  whole  time  that  the  28th  was  connected  with  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac,  it  held  a  position  on  the  immediate  front, 
within  a  short  distance  of  the  Rappahannock,  and  was,  conse- 
quently, at  all  times  exposed  to  attack  by  "  raiding"  parties  of  the 
enemy.  Extraordinary  vigilance  and  activity  were  thus  constantly 
required,  as  ever}r  alarm,  whether  trifling  or  otherwise,  summoned 
the  men  into  line,  there  to  remain  for  hours,  and  sometimes  for  a 
day  and  a  night  at  a  time,  exposed  to  all  the  inclemency  of  mid- 
winter, as  well  as  many  privations  which  regiments  in  the  rear 
never  experienced.  It  is  simple  truth  to  say  of  the  regiment  that 
wherever  placed,  it  did  its  duty  courageously  and  efficiently,  and 
that  though  serving  in  the  dark  hours  of  the  war,  it  never  lost  its 
faith  in  the  Republic.2 


s  The  folio-wins  statistics  exhibit  the  localities  in  which  the  several  companies  of  the 
regiment  were  raised,  with  other  facts  of  interest : 

Company  A  was  recruited  from  the  counties  of  Middlesex  and  Monmouth.  Captain, 
B.  F.  Lloyd;  First  Lieutenant,  J.  K.  Appleby;  Second  Lieutenant,  Wesley  Stoney. 
Captain  Lloyd  was  taken  sick  while  the  regiment  lay  near  Washington,  and  died  soon 
after  in  hospital.  Lieutenant  Appleby  then  took  command  of  the  company,  but  did 
not  hold  the  position,  being  discharged  soon  after  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg.  Lieu- 
tenant Stoney  saw  service  with  the  three  months'  men,  and  was  a  brave  and  efficient 
officer ;  was  promoted  to  the  Captaincy  after  the  death  of  Captain  Lloyd,  and  the  dis- 
charge of  Appleby.  J.  Dobson  and  II.  D.  B.  Lefferts  were  appointed  First  and  Second 
Lieutenants  after  the  promotion  of  Stoney. 

Company  B  was  recruited  in  Middlesex  County.  Captain,  H.  S.  Disbrow ;  First 
Lieutenant,  J.  H.  Gulick;  Second  Lieutenant,  Alexander  Laird.  Captain  Disbrow  was 
a  gallant  officer,  with  rare  aptitude  for  command,  and  always  shared  with  his  men  the 
hardships  to  which  they  were  exposed.  lie  led  his  company  with  conspicuous  bravery 
at  Fredericksburg,  and  after  the  dismissal  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Roberts  was  for  a 
time  in  command  of  the  regiment.  Lieutenant  Gulick  had  seen  service  with  the  Ells- 
worth Zouaves,  and  was  among  the  bravest  of  the  brave.  Generous  to  a  fault,  and 
ever  ready  for  duty,  he  was  universally  esteemed  in  the  regiment. 

Company  C  was  raised  in  Middlesex  County.  Captain,  Joseph  C.  Letson;  First 
Lieutenant,  William  WT.  Stcllc ;  Second  Lieutenant,  S.  K.  Conovor.  Captain  Letson 
was  an  accomplished  officer,  and  led  his  men  gallantly  at  Fredericksburg  in  the  position 
of  acting  Major,  being  wounded  in  the  early  part  of  the  day  by  a  rifle-bail  through  the 
arm,  but  still  holding  his  position  until  the  close  of  the  engagement.  When  his  com- 
'pany  broke  camp  to  move  on  Chancellorsville,  he  was  at  home  on  furlough,  but  at  once 
hurried  forward  and  joined  his  command  before  the  battle,  being  again  severely 
wounded.  Lieutenant  Stelle,  a  genuine  Christian  soldier,  fought  heroically  at  Chan- 
cellorsville, and  was  at  all  times  found  prepared  for  duty,  however  arduous  or  perilous. 
Lieutenant  Conover,  also  a  brave  and  faithful  officer,  was  severely  wounded  at  Chan- 
cellorsville, and  did  not  return  to  the  regiment. 
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Company  D  was  recruited  in  Middlesex  County.  Captain,  William  H.  Dunham; 
First  Lieutenant,  Augustus  Hatfield ;  Second  Lieutenant,  William  J.  Cook.  Lieu- 
tenant Hattield  displayed  throughout  true  soldierly  qualities,  and  was  engaged  in  all 
the  actions  in  which  his  company  took  a  part.  He  for  a  time  filled  the  post  of  Quar- 
termaster with  zeal  and  fidelity.  Lieutenant  Cook  failed  to  make  a  record  worthy  of 
commendation. 

Company  E  was  raised  mainly  in  Ocean  County.  Captain,  William  Hawkins  ;  First 
Lieutenant,  M.  C.  Stricklin;  Second  Lieutenant,  George  B.  Ilcndrickson.  Captain 
Hawkins  was  dismissed  the  service  in  disgrace,  in  consequence  of  a  letter  in  which  he 
stigmatized  imprudently  the  officers  of  the  government.  Lieutenant  Stricklin  died 
during  the  winter  of  1SG3-3.  Lieutenant  Hendrickson  was  made  Captain  after  the  dis- 
missal of  Hawkins  and  the  death  of  the  First  Lieutenant. 

Company  F  was  raised  in  Middlesex  County.  Captain,  Isaac  Inslee,  Jr. ;  First 
Lieutenant,  Benjamin  A.  Rohbins ;  Second  Lieutenant,  J.  W.  Westerfield.  Captain 
Inslee  was  a  man  of  ardent  patriotism,  and  entered  with  his  whole  soul  upon  the 
soldier's  work.  He  studied  closely  the  welfare  of  his  men,  and  was  universally 
respected.  Always  at  his  post,  proud  of  his  command,  and  solicitous  to  promote  its 
efficiency,  no  officer  in  the  regiment  has  a  better  record,  either  as  a  disciplinarian  or  a 
fighter.  Lieutenant  Robbins,  who  was  promoted  to  the  Adjutancy,  was  a  capable 
officer,  and  discharged  promptly  every  duty  imposed  upon  him.  Lieutenant  Wester- 
field being  compelled,  on  account  of  sickness,  to  leave  the  service  some  two  months 
after  the  regiment  entered  the  field,  private  S.  Marsh  was  appointed  Second  Lieuten- 
ant from  the  ranks. 

Company  G  was  recruited  principally  in  Gloucester  County.  Lewis  Schoch,  Captain  ; 
Jesse  C.  Chew,  First  Lieutenant;  Charles  F.  Lukens,  Second  Lieutenant.  Captain 
Schoch  commanded  his  company  creditably  at  Fredericksburg,  but  being  soon  after 
prostrated  by  sickness,  did  not  participate  in  the  subsequent  experiences  of  the  regi- 
ment. Lieutenant  Lukens  was  an  exemplary  officer ;  he  fought  bravely,  and  was 
wounded  at  Fredericksburg ;  was  then  made  First  Lieutenant,  and  commanded  the 
company  at  Chancellorsville.  T.  Appleget,  wko  succeeded  him  as  Second  Lieutenant, 
entered  the  service  as  a  private  in  Company  B,  was  then  selected  Adjutant's  Clerk, 
and  afterwards  to  take  the  place  of  Lieutenant  Laird,  in  Company  B ;  subsequent  to 
the  battle  of  Fredericksburg,  had  charge  of  the  Adjutant's  department  until  February 
11,  1S63,  when  he  was  commissioned  as  Lieutenant  in  Company  G,  and  served  as 
Acting  Adjutant  until  the  appointment  of  Lieutenant  Robbins  to  that  position,  on 
March  30th.  He  was  with  Company  G,  at  Chancellorsville,  and  acquitted  himself 
with  great  credit. 

Company  H  was  recruited  chicily  in  Camden  County.  M.  S.  Peacock,  Captain; 
Benjamin  C.  Rulon,  First  Lieutenant;  John  T.  Smith,  Second  Lieutenant.  Captain 
Peacock  was  physically  unfit  for  service  during  a  great  part  of  the  time  he  was  in 
command.  Lieutenant  Rulon  commanded  the  company  at  the  battle  of  Chancellors- 
ville, and  was  made  Captain  prior  to  his  discharge.  Lieutenant  Smith  was  with  his 
company  during  its  whole  period  of  service,  and  participated  in  all  the  actions  in 
which  it  was  engaged. 

Company  I  was  raised  in  Middlesex  County.  Captain,  Joseph  L.  Crowell ;  First 
Lieutenant,  James  O.  Willett ;  Second  Lieutenant,  James  Fother^ill.  Captain  Crowell 
led  his  company  at  Fredericksburg,  and  was  slightly  wounded.  Sergeant  John  H. 
Tyrrill,  of  this  company,  fought  with  great  bravery  at  Fredericksburg,  losing  a  foot ; 
he  was  afterwards  made  Lieutenant,  but  never  returned  to  the  field. 

Company  K  was  raised  in  Middlesex  County.  Captain,  George  Storrcr;  First  Lieu- 
tenant, James  Bresnahun  ;  Second  Lieutenant,  Thomas  Conk.  Sergeant  J.  T.  Bolton, 
of  this  company,  displaying  great  gallantry  at  Frederieksburg,  was  made  a  Lieutenant, 
and  did  much  to  promote  the  efficiency  of  the  company. 


CHAPTER    XXIII. 

THE     TWENTY-NINTH     REGIMENT. 

The  Twenty-ninth  regiment,  as  we  have  already  seen,  was  raised 
in  Monmouth  County,1  and  rendezvoused  at  Camp  Yredenburg, 
located  on  the  old  battle-ground  near  Freehold.  The  regiment  was 
mustered  into  the  service  on  the  20th  of  September,  1862,  and  left 
for  Washington  on  the  28th,  with  thirty-nine  officers  and  eight 
hundred  and  sixty-six  enlisted  men.  Reaching  Washington  on 
the  30th,  it  went  into  camp  on  East  Capitol  Hill,  where  it  was  per- 
manently brigaded  with  the  Twenty-first,  Twenty-fourth  and 
Thirty-first  Kew  Jersey  Regiments,  under  command   of  Colonel 

i  All  the  companies  of  this  regiment,  with  a  single  exception,  were  recruited  and 
fostered  by  the  care  of  the  various  township  committees  of  the  county — Company  A 
being  from  Ocean,  B  from  Karitan,  C  from  Manalapan  and  Millstone,  D  from  Middle- 
town,  E  from  Freehold  and  Marlboro,  F^'roni  Shrewsbury,  G  from  Holmdel  and 
Atlantic,  I  from  Matawan,  and  K  from  Wall.  Company  II  was  raised  in  Ocean 
county,  which,  having  originally  been  a  part  of  Monmouth,  was  still  felt  to  be 
identified  with  the  latter. 

The  original  roster  of  the  regiment  was  as  follows  : 

Colonel,  Edwin  F.  Applegatc ;  Lieutenant-Colonel,  William  K.  Taylor  ;  Major, 
Joseph  K.  Davison  ;  Adjutant,  Edgar  Whitaker;  Surgeon,  Henry  G.  Cooke ;  Assistant 
Surgeons,  Ezra  M.  Hunt,  Judson  G.  Shacklcton ;  Chaplain,  Rev.  L.  C.  Rogers ;  Quar- 
termaster, Peter  J.  Hcndrickbon;  Quartermaster-Sergeant,  Jacob  R.  Schenck;  Com- 
missary-Sergeant, Peter  J.  Annack;  Hospital  Stewart,  M.  M.  Cook;  Sergeant-Major, 
Burk  E.  Stout ;  Adjutant's  Clerk,  J.  Conover  Morfort.  Company  A — Captain,  G.  H. 
Green ;  First  Lieutenant,  C.  IT.  Emmons ;  Second  Lieutenant,  William  Auniick.  Com- 
pany B — Captain,  Thomas  Robinson;  First  Lieutenant,  William  Warner;  Second 
Lieutenant,  George  Wr.  Taylor.  Company  C—  Captain,  Thomas  A.  Slack;  First  Lieu- 
tenant, Hiram  II.  Mount;  Second  Lieutenant,  John  T.  Rowell.  Company  D — Cap- 
tain, Joseph  T.  Field;  First  Lieutenant,  Charles  Sufburrow;  Second  Lieutenant, 
Larue  X.  White.  Company  E — Captain,  Joseph  T.  Lake;  First  Lieutenant,  "William 
H.  Conk;  Second  Lieutenant,  George  S.  Vanderhoof.  Company  It — Captain,  Robert 
R.  Mount ;  First  Lieutenant,  David  S.  Stevens ;  Second  Lieutenant,  Joseph  P.  Jones. 
Company  G — Captain,  John  H.  Heyers  ;  First  Lieutenant,  James  II.  Magcc;  Second 
Lieutenant,  Charles  S.  Vanmatcr.  Company  II— Captain,  Albert  S.  Cloke;  First  Lieu- 
tenant, Charles  IL  Kimble ;  Second  Lieutenant,  M.  Perrinc  Gravatt.  Company  I— Cap- 
tain, Jeremiah  V.  Spader;  First  Lieutenant,  Charles  Smith;  Second  Lieutenant,  John 
N.  Cuttrell.  Company  A'— Captain,  Joseph  G.  Stauuton;  First  Lieutenant,  Joseph  L. 
Allen ;  Second  Lieutenant,  David  W.  Emmons. 
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Eobertson  of  the  24th.  Here  the  regiment  remained,  awaiting 
orders,  until  October  5th,  when  it  was  moved  to  the  line  of  defences 
near  Tenallytown,  where  it  was  attached  to  the  Military  Construc- 
tion Corps  under  Colonel  L.  0.  Morris,  of  the  Fourth  New  York 
Artillery,  with  headquarters  at  Fort  Pennsylvania.  In  this  ser- 
vice, the  men  of  the  regiment  exhibited  great  endurance  and  effi- 
ciency, and  won  the  cordial  approbation  of  the  officers  in  charge. 
Forts  Mansfield  and  Reno,  and  the  contiguous  covered- ways,  bat- 
teries and  rifle-pits  being  at  last  completed,  the  regiment  anxiously 
awaited  orders  for  more  active  service ;  and  these  were  not  long 
delayed.  On  the  30th  of  November,  it  was  moved  to  Fort  Carrol, 
where  it  was  brigaded  with  the  Twenty-second,  Thirtieth,  and 
Thirty-first  New  Jersey,  and  One  Hundred  and  Thirty-seventh 
Pennsylvania  Regiments,  under  command  of  Colonel  Bossert,  of 
the  latter,  and  proceeded  a  distance  of  eighty  miles  down  the  Poto- 
mac shore,  through  Piscataway  and  Port  Tobacco,  to  Liverpool 
Point,  whence  the  command  was  crossed  to  Aquia  'Creek,  on  De- 
cember 5th.  Here  the  men  were  exposed  to  a  severe  storm,  con- 
tinuing for  two  days,  from  which,  being  without  tents,  they  suffered 
greatly.  To  add  to  their  troubles,  wood  was  scarce,  and  fires  could 
only  be  maintained  with  great  difficulty.  On  the  7th,  however, 
the  storm  somewhat  abated,  and  the  regiment  was  detailed  for 
picket-duty  on  the  Aquia  Creek  and  Fredericksburg  Railroad  at 
Potomac  Creek  Bridge.  A  day  or  two  subsequently,  the  regiment 
(with  the  brigade)  was  transferred  to  the  command  of  General 
Patrick,  then  commanding  the  Provost  Guard  of  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac,  and  was  ordered  to  guard  the  entire  line  of  the  railroad 
from  Aquia  Creek  to  Stoneman's  Switch,  a  reserve  of  two  compa- 
nies, however,  remaining  at  the  Bridge.  On  the  11th,  Major  Davi- 
son was  ordered  with  four  companies  to  Falmouth,  there  to  assume 
the  duties  of  Provost  Marshal,  and  companies  A,  F,  D  and  I,  being 
despatched,  were  engaged  for  some  time  in  perilous  service,  such 
as  guarding  bridges,  patroling  the  streets  of  Fredericksburg,  and 
the  like.  While  engaged  in  this  service,  the  assault  upon  Frede- 
ricksburg was  in  progress,  and  the  men,  patroling  the  city  while 
the  conflict  raged  along  the  slopes,  were  exposed  not  only  to  shells 
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and  shot,  bat  to  the  perils  of  crumbling  walls,  falling  about  them 
as  they  paced  their  rounds.  Here  the  detail  remained  until  the 
stormy  night  of  the  15th,  when  they  were  the  last  to  withdraw, 
crossing  upon  the  upper  pontoons  under  a  fierce  cannonade  from 
the  enemy,2  which,  however,  did  not  inflict  a  single  casualty. 

From  this  time  until  the  10th  of  January  the  regiment  was  en- 
gaged in  various  duties.  At  that  date,  it  was  ordered  to  report  to 
the  Third  Brigade,  First  Division,  First  Army  Corps,  for  duty  in 
the  field,  and  at  once  marched  to  Belle  Plain,  being  still  brigaded 
with  the  Twenty-second,  Thirtieth  and  Thirty-first  Eegiments. 
Here  the  regiment  was  first  subjected  to  stated  drills.  On  the  17th, 
Colonel  Applegate  tendered  his  resignation,  which  was  accepted, 
and  on  the  20th,  Burnside  having  determined  on  another  campaign, 
the  regiment  moved  out  from  its  camp  to  participate  in  the  move- 
ment, but  soon  returned,  the  campaign  having  terminated  as  speed- 
ily as  it  began.  Daring  the  remainder  of  the  winter,  the  Twenty- 
ninth  remained  in  camp  near  Belle  Plain,  close  attention  being- 
given  to  drills  and  preparation  for  the  spring  campaign.3  On  the 
28th  of  April  the  long  expected  orders  were  received,  and  the  regi- 
ment advanced,  the  division  crossing  the  Kappahannock  on  the 
29th  on  the  extreme  left  of  our  lines,  some  five  miles  below  Freder- 
icksburg, and  taking  position  under  a  heavy  fire  from  the  enemy. 
The  men  of  the  Twenty-ninth,  on  this  occasion  behaved  with  great 
steadiness.     The  division  held  its  position  without  drawing  on  a 


2  Chaplain  Rogers,  of  this  regiment,  says  of  this  withdrawal  that  it  was  conducted 
with  the  utmost  coolness,  and  elicited  the  cordial  encomiums  of  those  who  wit' 
ncssed  it. 

3  Several  vacancies  having  occurred  in  the  field,  line  and  staff  officers,  caused  by  the 
promotion  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Taylor  to  be  Colonel,  Major  Davison  to  be  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel and  Captain  Field,  of  Company  D,  to  be  Major,  the  resignation  of  Cap- 
tain Green,  of  Company  A,  and  First  Lieutenant  Smith,  of  Company  I,  and  the  selec- 
tion of  Adjutant  Whitaker  to  be  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General  of  Brigade, 
regimental  order  No.  04  was  issued,  announcing  First  Lieutenant  Sufburrow,  of  Com- 
pany D,  to  be  Captain  of  Company  D ;  Second  Lieutenant  White,  of  Company  D,  to  be 
First  Lieutenant  of  Company  D,  and  Sergeant  Taylor  to  be  Second  Lieutenant  of  Com- 
pany D;  First  Lieutenant  Emmons,  of  Company  A,  to  be  Captain  of  Company  A, 
Second  Lieutenant  Ilumach,  to  be  First  Lieutenant  of  Company  A,  and  Sergeant  Gill- 
son  to  be  Second  Lieutenant  of  Company  A;  Second  Lieutenant  Cottrcll,  of  Company 
A,  to  be  First  Lieutenant  of  Company  I ;  Quartermaster-Sergeant  Schenck,  to  be 
Second  Lieutenant  of  Company  I;  and  i\  Commcrfort,  Acting  Adjutant. 

73 


578  NEW  JERSEY  AND   THE   REBELLION. 

serious  engagement,  though  picket-firing  was  steadily  maintained, 
and  having  accomplished  its  purpose  in  diverting  the  enemy's  atten- 
tion from  the  right  of  Hooker's  Army,  re-crossed  on  the  2d  of  May 
under  a  heavy  fire  from  the  rebel  batteries,  the  regiment  losing 
seven  men  killed  and  wounded.  Then,  facing  towards  Chancel- 
lorsville,  it  made  a  forced  march  for  the  relief  of  the  gallant  army 
who  were  there  maintaining  the  honor  of  the  flag  under  circum- 
stances far  from  auspicious — reaching  the  part  of  the  lines  to  which 
it  had  been  ordered  at  sunrise  on  the  3d.  But  the  regiment  was 
not  again  called  upon  to  grapple  with  the  enemy.  Sedgwick, 
meanwhile,  fighting  his  desperate  way  over  Saint  Mary's  Heights, 
was  repulsed,  and  Hooker,  thinking  victory  impossible,  withdrew 
his  forces  and  returned  to  his  old  position — the  Twenty-ninth 
reaching  its  former  camp  on  the  7th.  Here  it  remained,  engaged 
in  picket  and  other  duty  until  Lee  started  on  his  movement  into 
Maryland  and  Pennsylvania,  when  it  joined  with  the  army  in  the 
pursuit,  reaching  Centerville  on  the  15th  of  June,  where  the  brigade 
was  relieved  from  duty  in  the  corps,  its  term  of  service  having 
expired.  The  regiment,  with  the  brigade,  continued  its  march  to 
Washington,  while  the  remainder  of  the  Army  pushed  on  to  over- 
take and  vanquish  Lee  in  his  forward  movement,  and  leaving  the 
Capital  on  the  17th,  two  days  after  reached  Freehold,  where,  on 
the  28th,  it  was  mustered  out  of  service. 


CHAPTEE    XXIY. 

THE     THIRTIETH     REGIMENT. 

The  Thirtieth  Kegiment,  mainly  recruited  in  the  county  of 
Somerset,  was  mustered  into  service  at  Flemington  on  the  17th  of 
September,  1862, l  and  left  for  Washington,  one  thousand  and  six 
strong,  on  the  30th.  Arrived  at  the  Capital,  it  went  into  camp, 
but  soon  after  proceeded  to  Tenallytown,  Maryland,  where  it 
remained  until  the  80th  of  November,  when  it  moved  to  Fort  Car- 
roll, where  it  was  brigaded  with  the  Twenty-second,  Twenty-ninth 
and  Thirty-first  New  Jersey  and  One  Hundred  and  Thirty-seventh 
Pennsylvania  Eegiments,  and  under  orders  proceeded  to  Liverpool 


i  The  original  roster  of  the  regiment  was  as  follows : 

Colonel,  Alexander  E.  Donaldson;  Lieutenant-Colonel,  John  J.  Cladek;  Major, 
Walter  Camman ;  Adjutant,  John  W.  Mann ;  Quartermaster,  Lemuel  K.  Young ;  Sur- 
geon, Joseph  W.  Wolverton;  Assistant-Surgeons,  Alexander  Barclay,  Jr.,  George  E. 
Summers  ;  Chaplain,  John  S.  Jancway.  Company  A— Captain,  Arthur  S.  Ten  Eyck  ; 
First  Lieutenant,  James  D.  Vanderveer;  Second  Lieutenant,  Joseph  B.  Smith.  Com- 
pany B—  Captain, ;  First  Lieutenant,  Elias  W.  Brant ;  Second  Lieutenant, 

Thomas  Moore.  Company  C — Captain,  Abraham  Holland;  First  Lieutenant,  Alexan- 
der Mills;  Second  Lieutenant,  George  W.  Laing.  Company  D—  Captain,  Barclay  S. 
Vail;  First  Lieutenant,  Edward  S.  Barnes;  Second  Lieutenant,  Jesse  Dalrymple. 
Company  E—  Captain,  Cornelius  T.  Cox ;  First  Lieutenant,  James  Bowman ;  Second 
Lieutenant,  Garret  B.  Sanborn.  Company  F—  Captain,  Oliver  A.  Kibbe  ;  First  Lieu- 
tenant, Henry  Lane  ;  Second  Lieutenant,  Charles  W.  Lanuing.  Company  G — Captain, 
George  W.  Day;  First  Lieutenant,  Clark  T.  Hunt;  Second  Lieutenant,  Frederick  S. 
Phillips.  Company  //—Captain,  James  F.  Hubbard  ;  First  Lieutenant,  Julius  A.  Fay, 
Jr.;  Second  Lieutenant,  James  II.  Farsell.  Company  /—Captain,  John  C.  Bloom; 
First  Lieutenant,  James  S.  Adams ;  Second  Lieutenant,  Samuel  A.  Allen.  .Company 
A"— Captain,  Benjamin  S.  Totten;  First  Lieutenant,  Theodore  Strong,  Jr.;  Second 
Lieutenant,  Ira  C.  Carman,  Jr. 

Colonel  Donaldson,  commanding  the  regiment,  at  the  time  of  his  selection  was 
Brigadier  General  of  the  Somerset  Brigade  of  Militia,  and  the  rapidity  with  which  the 
regiment  was  recruited  was  largely  owing  to  the  contideuce  reposed  in  him  by  those 
who  had  been  associated  with  him  in  military  relations.  He  had  been  editor  of  the 
Somerset  Messenger,  and  was  widely  known  politically  in  his  own  and  adjacent  counties. 
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Point,  on  the  Lower  Potomac,  where  it  crossed  to  Aquia  Creek  on 
December  5th.  Here  the  men  were  exposed  to  a  severe  storm,  and 
being  unaccustomed  to  the  rigors  of  winter-life  in  the  field,  suffered 
greatly,  though  for  the  most  part  uncomplainingly.  The  storm 
abating,  however,  the  regiment  found  comparative  comfort,  and 
shortly  after,  with  the  brigade,  was  transferred  to  the  command  of 
General  Patrick,  then  commanding  the  Provost  Guard  of  the  Army 
of  the  Potomac,  when  it  was  employed  in  post  duty,  guarding  the 
railroad,  &c.  Thence  it  was  sent  to  Falmouth,  but  did  not  partici- 
pate in  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg",  fought  by  General  Burnside. 
On  the  10 tli  of  January,  1863,  the  regiment  was  ordered  to  report 
to  the  Third  Brigade,  First  Division,  First  Army  Corps,  and 
marched  to  Belle  Plain,  being  still  brigaded  with  the  Twenty- 
second,  Twenty-ninth  and  Thirty-first  JSTew  Jersey.  Later  in  the 
month,  the  regiment  participated  in  the  "  mud  march,"  its  experi- 
ences being  essentially  the  same  as  those  of  the  regiments  just 
named.  Returning  to  its  camp  at  Belle  Plain,  it  remained  unem- 
ployed, except  in  the  ordinary  camp  duties,  until  late  in  April, 
when,  General  Hooker  having  ordered  a  movement  against  the 
enemy,  the  Thirtieth,  with  its  division,  crossed  the  Rappahannock 
on  the  extreme  left  of  our  lines,  some  miles  below  Fredericksburg — 
the  object  of  the  movement  being  to  divert  the  attention  of  the 
rebels  while  the  main  body  of  our  anny  moved  upon  Chancellors- 
ville.  Taking  position  at  the  point  to  which  it  was  assigned,  the 
regiment  remained,  with  the  brigade,  without  drawing  on  an 
engagement,  until  May  2d,  when,  Hooker  being  hard  pressed,  it 
moved  to  his  relief,  making  a  forced  march  to  Chancellorsville,  and 
reaching  its  designated  position  in  line  early  on  the  3d.  Here  it 
was  expected  that  it  would  be  called  into  action,  but,  although 
fighting  had  not  ceased,  it  escaped  the  perils  of  actual  combat. 
The  withdrawal  of  our  army  having  been  determined  upon,  the 
regiment  returned  to  its  old  position,  and  soon  after,  its  term  of 
service  having  expired,  marched  to  Washington,  whence  it  pro- 
ceeded to  New  Jersey,  and  in  due  time  was  mustered  out.  Largely 
composed  of  men  of  superior  physical  qualities,  and  not  deficient 
in  soldierly  spirit,  the  regiment,  had  it  been  at  any  time  brought 
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into  actual  collision  with  the  foe,  would  doubtless  have  acquitted 
itself  with  credit,  and  added  to  the  reputation  achieved  by  the 
troops  of  New  Jersey  as  stubborn,  efficient  fighters  in  the  cause  of 
Liberty  and  the  Union.  Not  a  few  of  its  members  subsequently 
became  identified  with  other  regiments,  and  acquitted  themselves 
with  credit  on  memorable  fields. 


CHAPTER    XXV 

THE      THIRTY-FIRST     REGIMENT. 

The  Thirty-first  Regiment  recruited  in  the  counties  of  Warren 
and  Hunterdon,  was  mustered  into  the  service  at  *Flemington  on 
the  17th  of  September,  1862,  and  left  that  place  for  Washington 
on  the  26th.1  Reaching  its  destination,  it  went  into  camp  on  East 
Capitol  Hill,  whence  it  moved  into  Maryland,  October  6th,  encamp- 
ing about  a  mile  and  a  half  from  Tenallytown,  where  it  was 
employed  in  fatigue  and  picket  duty  until  the  1st  of  December, 
when  it  was  ordered  to  the  front.  After  marching  through  Mary- 
land to  Liverpool  Point  and  crossing  to  Aquia  Creek,  it  was 
detached  from  the  Provisional  Brigade  and  sent  to  Belle  Plain 
to  do  guard  and  provost  duty.  The  weather  at  this  time  was 
extremly  cold,  and  the  men,  unaccustomed  to  exposure  and  but 
poorly  provided  with  shelter  tents,  suffered  greatly.  Fortunately, 
the  log  huts  vacated  a  few  months  previously  by  the  rebels  were 

1  The  original  roster  of  the  regiment  was  as  follows : 

Colonel,  Alexander  P.  Berthoud;  Lieutenant-Colonel,  William  Holt;  Major, Robert 
R.  Honeyman;  Adjutant,  Martin  Wyekoff;  Quartermaster,  Israel  Wells;  Surgeon, 
Robert  B.  Browne;  Assistant  Surgeons,  Joseph  S.  Cook,  Nathaniel  Jennings;  Chap- 
lain, John  McNair.  Comjmny  A— Captain,  Samuel  Carhart;  First  Lieutenant,  Leavitt 
Sanderson ;  Second  Lieutenant,  Andrew  A.  Thompson.  Company  D—  Captain,  Joseph 
W.  Johnson  ;  First  Lieutenant,  John  C.  Feiver;  Second  Lieutenant,  Frank  P.  Wey- 
mouth. Uompqny  C — Captain,  Andrew  J.  Raub;  First  Lieutenant,  Thomas  T.  Stew- 
art ;  Second  Lieutenant,  Silas  Hulsizer.  Company  D — Captain,  Alexander  V.  Bonnell ; 
First  Lieutenant,  John  C.  Coon  ;  Second  Lieutenant,  Andrew  T.  Connett.  Company 
E—  Captain,  Woodbury  D.  Holt;  First  Lieutenant,  William  L.  Rodenburgh;  Second 
Lieutenant, .     Comjwny  F—  Captain,  Peter  Hart ;  First  Lieutenant,  Joseph 

E.  McLaughlin;  Second  Lieutenant,  James  I.  Moore.     Contpany  G — Captain,  Benjamin 

F.  Howey;  First  Lieutenant,  William  C.  Larzelier;  Second  Lieutenant,  James  F. 
Green.  Company  11—  Captain,  David  M.  Trimmer;  First  Lieutenant,  John  N.  Givins  ; 
Second  Lieutenant,  Henry  Hance.  Company  /—Captain,  Calvin  T.  James  ;  First  Lieu- 
tenant, Richard  T.  Drake;  Second  Lieutenant,  James  Prall.  Company  AT— Captain, 
Nelson  Bennett ;  First  Lieutenant,  Edson  J.  Rood. 
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still  standing,  and  at  no  great  distance  from  the  Plain.  These 
being  speedily  put  in  repair,  soldier  fashion,  made  comfortable 
quarters.  This  camp  soon  became  quite  noted  on  account  of  its 
peculiar  appearance,  its  situation  and  perhaps  its  history.  It  was 
built  and  occupied  by  North  Carolina  troops,  of  which  there  were 
two  regiments.  The  troublesome  rebel  batteries  on  the  Potomac 
at  this  point  were  operated  by  these  troops,  who  supposed  their 
camp  to  be  secure  from  the  fire  of  the  Federal  gunboats.  A  few 
shells,  however,  dispelled  that  illusion,  and  a  hasty  departure  fol- 
lowed. 

There  were  no  events  of  importance  connected  with  the  service 
of  the  Thirty -first  at  this  time.  The  regiment  occupied  an  isolated 
position,  and  as  rebel  scouts  were  known  to  be  prowling  in  the 
vicinity,  the  necessary  precautions  were  taken  to  guard  against  sur- 
prise. The  principal  work  was  picket  and  guard  duty  and  the 
unloading  of  army  supplies  at  the  landing,  about  a  mile  distant. 
Unfortunately,  no  time  was  spent  in  drilling  and  preparing  for  the 
field,  which  gave  color  to  the  camp  rumor  that  the  regiment  would 
be  kept  on  fatigue  duty  during  its  entire  term  of  service.  This 
was  an  injury  to  the  regiment  and  to  its  commandant,  Colonel 
A.  P.  Berthoud,  who,  having  little  military  taste,  exhibited  little 
military  spirit.  After  the  disastrous  battle  of  Fredericksburg,  the 
whole  army  seemed  to  fall  back  as  if  for  permanent  winter  quarters, 
and  the  Thirty-first  found  itself  occupying  a  detached  position  no 
longer.  It  was  now  in  the  Third  Brigade — General  Gr.  K.  Paul's — 
General  Wadsworth's  Division  and  Keynolds'  Corps.  On  the  20th 
of  January,  it  moved  with  the  army  in  the  famous  "Mud  Cam- 
paign" under  command  of  Colonel  Berthoud,  and  returned  to  camp 
on  the  23d,  the  men  utterly  exhausted  and  almost  starving.  Later 
in  the  season  the  regiment  was  considerably  thinned  by  sickness, 
but  fortunately  the  deaths  were  comparatively  few.  The  hospital 
accommodations  were  unusually  good,  and  the  management  of  the 
medical  department  could  not  be  excelled.  The  Surgeon  was  Doc- 
tor Eobert  B.  Browne,  who  became  Brigade-Surgeon  and  after- 
wards was  prominently  connected  with  the  service  with  the  Twenty- 
fifth  Corps. 
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About  this  time  Lieutenant-Colonel  Holt  resigned,  and  Major  R. 
R  Honey  man  was  appointed  to  fill  the  vacancy,  being  highly 
recommended  by  prominent  officers  of  the  brigade.  A  few  weeks 
later  the  command  of  the  brigade  devolved  upon  Colonel  Berthoud, 
owing  to  the  expiration  of  General  Paul's  term  of  appointment. 
This  placed  Lieutenant-Colonel  Honeyman  in  command  of  the 
regiment,  which  he  happily  retained  until  its  service  in  the  field 
was  about  concluded — Colonel  Berthoud  retiring  sick  on  the  rein- 
statement of  General  Paul.  The  officers  of  the  brigade  having 
unanimously  petitioned  for  the  re-appointment  of  their  beloved 
commander,  had  scarcely  welcomed  his  arrival  when  preparations 
were  ordered  for  the  coming  march  and  battle  of  Chancellorsville. 
On  the  29th  of  April,  1863,  the  Thirty-first  moved  forward  to  the 
Rappahannock,  at  a  point  some  three  miles  below  Fredericksburg, 
where  the  division  was  assembled,  and  crossing  the  pontoons  with 
the  brigade,  bivouacked  for  the  night  under  shelter  of  the  south 
bank.  On  the  morrow,  late  in  the  afternoon,  the  brigade  was 
advanced  to  meet  an  approaching  advance  of  rebel  infantry,  the 
Thirty-first  forming  the  second  line  of  battle,  in  support  of  the 
Twenty-ninth  New  Jersey.  The  line  had  scarcely  been  formed  on 
the  summit  of  the  declivity  forming  the  river  bank,  when  the 
enemy  quickly  withdrew  and  opened  a  remorseless  fire  from  his 
batteries,  which  no  troops  were  able  to  stand.  The  Twenty-ninth, 
being  most  exposed,  fell  back,  forming  in  the  rear  of  the  Thirty- 
first,  all  the  troops  protecting  themselves  by  lying  flat  on  the 
ground.  There  were  no  casualties  in  the  Thirty-first,  owing  to 
its  fortunate  position,  but  the  firing  was  terrific.2 

About  dusk  the  firing  slackened  and  soon  ceased,  when  the 
Thirty -first  was  ordered  to  advance,  under  cover  of  the  darkness, 


2  A  note  from  an  officer  of  the  regiment  says  of  the  vigor  of  the  rebel  fire  :  "  The 
air  seemed  filled  with  missiles  flying  to  and  fro.  Some  of  them  seemed  to  move 
leisurely  with  a  noise  like  that  of  a  huge  bird  flapping  'wearily  its  ponderous  wings. 
Others  hissed  and  screamed  like  some  enormous  locomotive  and  train  shot  from  some 
gun  having  the  caliber  of  a  railroad  tunnel.  Shells  exploded  at  our  feet,  throwing  up 
the  ground  as  if  there  was  an  eruption  from  beneath.  Shells  exploded  about  our 
heads  and  sent  their  fragments  skimming  over  us.  Shells  exploded  in  the  river,  as  it" 
for  the  admiration  of  the  enthusiastic  audience,  which,  strangely  enough,  did  not 
applaud.    Shells  here,  shells  there,  shells  everywhere." 
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and  complete  and  occupy  some  rifle-pits  in  close  proximity  to  the 
rebel  line,  which  was  at  once  done — the  men  working  in  profound 
silence  most  of  the  night  in  strengthening  their  position.  Company 
B,  under  command  of  its  worthy  officer,  Lieutenant  Felver,  was 
detailed  to  prepare  ground  for  a  battery  which  was  now  placed  on 
the  left  of  the  regiment,  and  which,  flanked  the  position.  Day 
broke  on  the  field,  but  passed,  quite  unexpectedly,  as  peacefully  as 
if  the  foe  had  quit  the  scene.  On  the  2d,  however,  the  batteries  of 
the  enemy  opened  with  a  terrible  fire,  compelling  the  division 
speedily  to  retire.  The  Thirty-first,  however,  maintained  it  posi- 
tion in  comparative  safety,  relying  upon  its  defences,  which  were  so 
well  constructed  as  to  be  highly  complimented  b}T  Generals  Wads- 
worth  and  Paul.  The  position  of  the  regiment  at  this  time  was 
one  of  peculiar  danger.  The  operations  of  the  army  at  this  point 
being  no  longer  necessary — since  the  right  liad  become  endangered 
— the  corps  was  ordered  to  reinforce  the  right  which  rested  at 
Chancellorsville,  several  miles  above.  As  it  was  necessary  to  exe- 
cute this  movement  without  betraying  it  to  the  enemy,  a  few  troops 
were  left  apparently  to  engage  him — the  last  of  which,  to  recross 
the  pontoons  was  the  Thirty-first."  The  regiment  had  been  ordered 
to  evacuate  its  position  and  the  order  countermanded  on  the  point 


3  "The  situation  of  the  regiment  at  this  time  was  most  critical.  The  correspondent 
of  the  New  York  Tunes  reported  the  Thirty-first  as  '  cut  to  pieces.'  When  he  left  that 
portion  of  the  field,  the  regiment  was  nearly  surrounded,  and  the  bridge  in  its  rear 
partially  destroyed.  The  whole  corps  was  in  motion,  the  Thirty-first  alone  excepted, 
it  being  left  to  hold  the  enemy  at  that  point  as  long  as  possible,  and  to  deceive  him 
as  to  numbers.  The  men  behaved  admirably,  marching  firmly  down  to  the  bridge,  where 
they  were  held  until  the  battery  had  crossed,  expecting  every  moment  to  be  charged 
upon.  After  crossing,  we  were  obliged  to  scatter,  as  the  enemy  had  accurate  range  of 
us.  The  Colonel  had  previously  designated  a  rallying  point  for  the  regiment  which 
proved  to  be  beyond  his  observation,  and  every  man  came  to  time  in  that  race.  Wc 
saved  the  battery,  but  came  near  losing  the  regiment.'1 — Notes  of  an  officer. 

Colonel  Honeyman,  writing  of  this  afiair,  incidentally  says:  "General  Wadsworth 
was  the  bravest  and  most  daring  man  I  ever  saw.  He  sent  me  orders  to  draw  off  my 
command  and  save  the  battery  at  all  hazards.  His  messengers  not  making  sufficient 
haste,  and  seeing  the  danger  we  were  in,  he  came  over  himself,  riding  like  the  wind, 
without  any  of  his  stall",  amid  a  storm  of  shells  and  other  missiles.  Just  as  I  was 
about  saluting  him,  a  shell  exploded  about  three  feet  from  and  directly  over  his  head, 
stunning  us  both.  I  supposed  at  the  moment  that  he  was  killed,  but  to  my  astonish- 
ment he  raised  his  head,  and' never  noticed  by  a  remark  or  expression  of  countenance 
the  startling  occurrence.  He  afterwards  remarked  to  ma  that  it  was  a  pretty  hot  place, 
or  something  to  that  effect." 
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of  its  execution.  The  enemy  was  now  shelling  the  bridge  to  cut 
off  its  retreat,  and  capture  seemed  inevitable.  At  this  juncture, 
as  a  rebel  column  was  preparing  to  charge  on  the  left  and  capture 
the  battery,  together  with  the  regiment,  General  Wadsworth,  unac- 
companied by  his  staff,  rode  up  in  the  thickest  of  the  fire,  to 
retrieve,  perhaps,  his  own  error  in  countermanding  the  order  for 
retreat.  Ordering  Colonel  Honeyman  to  hold  two  companies  at 
the  pontoons  until  the  battery  could  recross  to  prevent  confusion, 
the  field  was  soon  cleared — the  battery  being  brought  over  under 
the  General's  own  superintendance.  Being  still  exposed  to  a  mer- 
ciless fire  of  shells  and  other  missiles,  the  regiment  was  ordered  to 
scatter  and  re-form  under  shelter  of  a  neighboring  ravine,  which 
was  quickly  done.  Up  to  this  time  but  one  man  had  been  wounded, 
although  the  loss  to  the  battery,  whilst  in  the  line,  was  considerable. 
The  regiment  was  now  ordered  to  make  all  haste  in  pushing 
forward  to  rejoin  the  brigade,  and  the  whole  corps  being  on  a 
forced  march,  and  the  day  excessively  hot,  the  suffering  of  the  men 
was  extreme.  After  rejoining  the  brigade,  the  march  was  con- 
tinued, proving  the  most  trying  one  the  corps  had  ever  experienced. 
At  length,  late  in  the  night,  United  States  Ford  was  reached,  when 
a  brief  rest  closed  the  day.  Early  on  the  morrow,  the  3d,  the 
Ford  was  crossed,  and  skirting  the  line  of  battle  from  the  Chancel- 
lorsville  House  to  the  extreme  right,  the  regiment  was  formed  in 
line  of  battle  at  sunrise,  and  so  continued  during  the  day  and 
night,  awaiting  the  attack,  which  at  times  reached  this  portion  of 
the  line.  The  next  day,  being  moved  still  further  to  the  right, 
rifle-pits  were  thrown  up  and  four  companies  (A,  B,  F  and  G)  sent 
out  on  the  skirmish  line  of  the  brigade ;  but  neither  of  these  com- 
panies nor  the  regiment  became  actively  engaged.  On  the  5th,  the 
army  being  ordered  to  withdraw — after  marching  all  night  through 
the  "  Wilderness"  in  various  directions,  owing  to  varying  orders, 
the  darkness  and  difficulty  in  finding  the  road,  kc.  —the  regiment 
left  the  brigade  to  cross  at  United  States  Ford,  which  was  safely 
effected  on  the  morning  of  the  6th.  The  brigade  was  not  rejoined, 
nor  indeed  reformed,  until  a  day  later,  when  it  went  into  camp  near 
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the  Fitz-Hugh  House,  not  far  from  the  Kappahannock,  two  or  three 
miles  below  Fredericksburg.4 

The  mettle  of  the  regiment  was  thoroughly  tested  in  this  ordeal, 
and  the  Thirty-first  was  proven  to  be— like  the  rest  of  the  New 
Jersey  troops— equal  to  any  in  the  field.  The  severe  marching 
and  exposure  had  its  effect  in  filling  the  hospital,  and  deaths  were 
for  some  time  quite  numerous. 

No  events  of  importance  occurred  from  this  time  forth.  The 
term  of  service  soon  expiring,  the  labors  of  the  Thirty-first,  as  an 
organization,  came  to  an  end.  Many  officers  and  men,  however, 
again  entered  the  service,  serving  with  marked  distinction.  The 
total  loss  of  the  regiment  in  men,  during  its  term  of  service,  was 


*  The  folio  wins;  is  Lieutenant-Colonel  Honeyman's  report  of  the  operations  of  the 
regiment : 

"  On  "Wednesday,  April  29th,  crossed  the  Rappahannock  at  a  point  about  three  miles 
below  Fredericksburg,  bivouacking  at  night  on  the  bank.  Thursday,  the  30th,  I  mus- 
tered my  command  in  compliance  with  orders  ;  towards  evening  formed  line  of  battle 
to  support  the  Twenty-ninth  New  Jersey,  which  was  formed  in  advance,  and  moved 
forward  to  the  brow  of  the  bluff  which  had  sheltered  the  brigade  from  the  observa- 
tions of  the  enemy.  The  enemy's  batteries  now  opening,  continued  firing  until  dark, 
but  although  the  firing  was  close,  the  bank  in  front  afforded  my  command  effectual 
protection.  After  the  firing  had  ceased,  in  compliance  with  orders  I  advanced  my 
command  under  cover  of  the  night  to  occupy  the  rifle-pits  which  were  being  construc- 
ted in  front.  Owing  to  the  imperfect  character  of  these  works,  I  worked  all  night 
upon  them,  and  furnished  also  a  detail  of  nearly  two  companies  to  prepare  the  ground 
for  a  battery  on  my  left.  Friday,  May  1st,  occupied  my  position  undisturbed.  Sat- 
urday, 2d,  firing  commenced  at  eight  o'clock  a.  m.,  from  the  enemy's  batteries.  Ser- 
geant Aaron  W.  Davis,  Company  G,  was  wounded — struck  above  the  ear  with  a  piece 
of  shell.  The  firing  was  very  heavy  and  was  directed  principally  at  the  batteries.  My 
position  was  held  without  difficulty  until  ordered  to  be  evacuated.  After  all  the 
troops  had  fallen  back,  the  enemy's  lire  slackened,  enabling  me  to  bring  over  the  river 
our  batteries  and  to  effect  a  crossing  without  loss.  Rejoining  the  brigade  near  Fal- 
mouth Station,  with  scarcely  any  time  for  rest,  we  were  pushed  forward  rapidly  up  the 
river  throughout  the  remainder  of  this  excessively  warm  day.  The  endurance  of  both 
officers  and  men  was  wonderful,  although  a  number  gave  out.  Late  in  the  evening, 
encamped  near  United  States  Ford,  crossing  the  river  at  this  point  at  three  o'clock  a. 
m.,  Sunday,  the  od  instant.  At  sunrise,  having  arrived  at  our  position  on  the  field,  near 
the  extreme  right,  I  formed  line  of  battle  in  support  of  an  advanced  line  and  remained 
here  during  the  day  and  night,  awaiting  an  attack — the  firing  part  of  the  time  being 
near  and  very  heavy.  Monday,  p.  m.,  4th  instant,  moved  half  a  mile  further  to  the 
right,  sent  out  four  companies  on  picket  under  command  of  Captain  B.  F.  Ilowey  of 
Company  G,  and  threw  up  rifle-pits.  The  enemy  being  reported  near  and  in  force,  a 
general  alarm  was  created  soon  after  dark  by  the  firing  of  one  of  the  pickets,  followed 
by  the  firing  of  the  regiment  next  on  my  right.  The  firing  immediately  becoming 
general,  part  of  the  regiment  which  was  formed  in  rear  of  my  comnniud  as  support, 
also  fired.  That  none  were  killed  seemed  almost  miraculous,  the  clothing  of  some 
being  riddled  with  balls.     Tuesday,  the  5th,  p.  ra.,  the  enemy  reported  advancing  upon 
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about  fifty.  Its  character  was  equal  to  that  of  any  that  ever  left 
the  State.  Every  officer  and  man  was  a  volunteer;  not  one 
drafted  man  was  in  the  ranks.  The  field  officers  each  recruited  a 
company  as  Captains,  and  were  elected  by  the  line  officers  to  their 
positions.  The  staff  was  appointed  by  the  Colonel,  who  was 
particularly  fortunate  in  the  selection  of  his  Surgeon  and  Quarter- 
master. Quartermaster  Israel  Wells  was  esteemed  by  his  depart- 
ment as  the  best  Quartermaster  in  the  brigade,  and  his  services 
were  highly  prized  by  his  commandant,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Honey- 
man.  Adjutant  S.  A.  Bristol  was  also  highly  esteemed  in  the 
regiment,  which,  while  not  enjoying  enlarged  opportunities  of 
usefulness,  yet  fairly  earned  the  approbation  of  the  people. 


us.  It  commenced  raining,  and  tlie  night  was  very  dark.  About  ten  o'clock,  p.  m., 
took  up  the  line  of  march  towards  United  States  Ford,  which  was  nearly  reached 
when  the  order  was  countermanded,  owing  to  the  rise  of  the  river.  Marched  hack  to 
former  position,  which  was  scarcely  regained  when  ordered  to  march  back  again  to 
the  ford,  which  I  crossed  at  daybreak,  Wednesday  the  Gth,  rejoining  the  brigade  ou 
Thursday,  the  7th — the  men  of  my  command  being  nearly  exhausted  from  fatigue, 
loss  of  sleep,"  <kc. 


CHAPTEK    XXVI. 

THE     THIRTY-SECOND     REGIMENT— (Second     Cavalry). 

The  Thirty-second  Eegiment,  or  Second  Cavalry,  was  recruited 
in  the  summer  of  1863,  and  left  Trenton  for  Washington  on  the 
5th  of  October  of  that  year,  reaching  the  Capital  on  the  following 
day  with  eight  hundred  and  ninety  men.  It  immediately  crossed 
into  Virginia,  going  into  camp  at  a  point  about  midway  between 
Alexandria  and  the  Long  Bridge,  where,  the  horses  and  equip- 
ments soon  after  arriving,  it  was  drilled  for  over  a  month  in  horse- 
manship and  the  use  of  the  saber.  On  the  17th,  the  daily  routine 
was  broken  for  the  first  time  by  Captain  Gallagher  being  des- 
patched with  Company  A,  armed  only  with  the  saber,  to  escort  one 
thousand  horses  to  the  cavalry  camp  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac 
at  Fairfax  Court-House.  Captain  Gallagher  reached  his  destination 
without  difficulty,  but  on  his  return  was  attacked  by  Mosby,  and 
the  company  routed,  the  Captain,  with  two  Sergeants  and  one  man 
being  taken  prisoners,  and  one  Corporal  wounded  and  left  on  the 
field.  This  affair  was  followed  on  the  night  of  the  18th  by  a  move- 
ment of  two  companies  (C  and  B)  under  Major  P.  Jones  Yorke, 
with  no  other  arms  than  the  saber,  with  instructions  to  scout  the 
country  from  their  camp  to  Annandale  by  way  of  Bailey's  Cross 
Roads,  Major  P.  V.  Vroom,  with  companies  L  and  G,  being  dis- 
patched to  the  same  point  by  another  route.  Fortunately,  both 
detachments,  no  enemy  appearing,  accomplished  successfully  the 
objects  of  their  movement,  and  returned  to  camp  in  safety,  scarcely 
persuaded,  however,  of  the  propriety  of  seeking  collisions  with  the 
foe  without  adequate  arms.  The  regiment  now  remained  idle 
until  the  9th  of  November,  when,  having  been  ordered  to  the 
Southwest,  it  started  by  rail  for  Cincinnati,  which  place  it  reached 


590  NEW  JERSEY  AND  THE   REBELLION. 

on  the  15th,  proceeding  thence  by  steamer  to  Eastport,  Mississippi.1 
Here,  disembarking,  the  regiment  went  into  camp,  and  soon  became 
actively  employed,  scouting  parties  being  sent  out  almost  daily,  and 


1  The  following  extracts  from  the  diary  of  an  officer  of  the  regiment  give  the  incidents 
of  this  trip : 

"  On  Monday,  the  9th  day  of  November,  1863,  the  command  broke  camp  and  started 
for  the  Southwest.  At  ten  o'clock,  p.  m.,  the  entire  regiment,  men,  horses,  equip- 
ments, &c,  were  loaded  on  the  cars  and  under  way  on  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Rail- 
road; cold  and  snowing.  On  the  afternoon  of  the  12th,  reached  the  Ohio  river  oppo- 
site Bellair,  disembarked  the  regiment  and  ferried  it  over  to  that  place.  Here  the 
horses  received  the  first  food  or  water  since  leaving  Washington. 

"  On  the  night  of  the  13th,  the  command  was  again  on  the  cars  and  off  for  Cincin- 
nati, which  point  they  reached  at  six  o'clock  on  the  loth,  when  they  were  marched  to 
the  Union  Refreshment  Saloon  for  breakfast,  and  from  there  to  the  levee  at  the  foot  of 
Broadway,  where  they  were  embarked  on  board  the  steamers  Crickctt,  Charmer,  Nellie 
Moon,  Emperor,  Silver  Cloud,  Melnotte,  Princess  and  headquarters  steamer  Monsoon. 
The  sutler's  stores  were,  with  the  Quartermaster's  property,  embarked  on  the  steamer 
Emperor  by  order  of  Colonel  Karge,  although  the  former  was  received  by  the  Captain 
of  the  steamer  under  protest  as  contrary  to  orders  from  the  War  Department.  At  this 
point  the  regiment  lost  some  thirty  men  by  desertion. 

"At  ten  o'clock,  a.  m.,  of  the  17th,  the  entire  lleet  was  under  way  down  the  Ohio  ; 
and  at  six  o'clock,  p.  m.,  was  one  hundred  miles  below  Cincinnati.  At  ten  o'clock, 
p.  m.,  came  to  an  anchor  on  account  of  a  thick  fog. 

"  November  18th.  Underway  at  five  o'clock,  a.  m.,  and  at  nine  o'clock,  a.  m.  hauled 
in  at  Louisville,  Kentucky.  At  eleven  o'clock,  a.  m.,  started  through  the  United 
States  and  Kentucky  Canal,  which  is  over  two  miles  long,  with  a  fall  of  fifty  feet.  At 
eleven  o'clock,  p.  m.,  anchored  again  on  account  of  the  fog. 

"Thursday,  19th.  Under  way  at  daylight,  and  at  two  o'clock,  p.  m.,  the  entire  fleet 
reached  Cannelton  where  the  steamers  coaled,  and  Spencer  carbines  were  issued  to  the 
regiment.  Ten  o'clock,  p.  m.  Three  steamers,  having  received  their  coal,  got  under 
way. 

"20th.  The  home  guards  came  into  Cannelton  to-day  to  be  paid  off;  they  dress  and 
look  like  rebel  cavalrymen.  At  four  o'clock,  p.  m.,  steamer  Monsoon  under  way, 
leaving  the  steamer  Charmer  (Major  Vroom  commanding)  and  three  others  to  follow 
at  nine  o'clock,  p.  m.    Anchored  off  French  Island  Shute  for  the  night. 

"21st.  Under  way  at  daylight;  at  six  o'clock,  p.  m.,  hauled  in  at  Shawncetown  to 
coal. 

"22d.     Unloaded  our  horses  ;  at  four  o'clock,  p.  m.,  rc-embarked  the  horses. 

"23d.  Two  steamers,  with'a  part  of  the  Nineteenth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  reached 
here  to-day. 

"24th.    Part  of  the  fleet  got  under  way  to-day. 

"25th.  At  four  o'clock,  a  m.,  the  remainder  of  the  steamers  got  under  way ;  at  one 
o'clock,  p.  m.,  passed  the  Nellie  Moon — one  of  thcllcet — with  Captain  Van  Renssalecr's 
squadron  on  board,  sunk  on  a  sand  bar. 

"  26th.  Reached  Paducah,  Kentucky,  at  seven  o'clock,  p.  m.,  when  Major  Yorke  was 
ordered  to  report  the  arrival  of  the  regiment  to  the  commander  of  the  post. 

"27th.  At  ten  o'clock,  a.  m.,  got  under  way  up  the  Tennessee  river,  with  two  gun- 
boats as  an  escort;  at  twelve  o'clock,  m.,  fired  two  guns  at  a  party  of  the  enemy  on 
shore.  Indications  of  the  enemy  being  in  force,  the  column  was  shortened  by  locking 
the  steamers  in  pairs. 

"28th.  Passed  Pittsburg  Landing  at  forty-five  minutes  past  two  o'clock,  p.  m.,  and 
reached  Eastport,  Mississippi,  at  half-past  seven  o'clock,  p.  m." 
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occasionally  coming  into  conflict  with  the  enemy,  who  held  the 
country  about  Iuka.  The  first  skirmish  of  importance  took  place 
on  the  4th  of  December,  when  two  companies  of  the  regiment 
encountering  a  force  of  the  enemy,  attacked  and  drove  them 
through  Iuka,  losing  one  man  killed,  the  first  lost  in  action.  On 
the  6th  (of  December),  a  change  in  the  plan  of  operations  in  that 
quarter  having  been  determined  upon,  the  regiment  was  transferred 
by  steamer  to  Columbus,  Kentucky,  whence,  on  the  15th,  it  pro- 
ceeded to  Union  City,  Tennessee,  where  it  was  placed  in  the  cav- 
alry brigade  commanded  by  Colonel  Waring,  of  the  Fourth  Mis- 
souri Cavalry.  From  this  place  it  moved  on  the  23d  to  Paris,  Ten- 
nessee, on  the  line  of  the  Memphis  and  Ohio  Eailroad.  Here  it 
was  employed  in  garrison  duty  and  scouting  until  the  16th  of  Jan- 
uary, 1864,  when  it  returned  to  Union  City,  reaching  that  point  on 
the  20th.  This  expedition,  in  the  depth  of  winter,  caused  great 
suffering  in  the  regiment,  over  eighty  men  being  rendered  unfit  for 
duty,  and  discharged  on  account  of  frozen  limbs,  and  one  hundred 
horses  being  lost  from  exhaustion.  Two  days  after  reaching  Union 
City,  the  regiment  was  again  on  the  march,  being  ordered  to  join 
General  Smith,  near  Memphis,  Tennessee,  over  one  hundred  and 
fifty  miles  distant.  This  march  was,  if  anything,  even  more  severe 
than  any  which  had  preceded  it,  the  route  being  marked  by 
dense  swamps  and  unbridged  rivers,  which  it  was  almost  impossi- 
ble to  cross;  but  pushing  forward  with  all  possible  dispatch,  these 
and  all  other  obstacles  were  finally  surmounted,  and  on  the  8th  of 
February,  the  command  reached  Coliersville,  some  twenty-five 
miles  from  Memphis.  From  this  point,  the  sick  having  been  sent 
to  the  rear,  the  regiment  (on  the  11th)  moved  out  as  part  of  an 
expedition  into  central  Mississippi,  the  object  being  to  make  a 
junction  with  General  Sherman,  who  was  to  advance  from  Yicks- 
burg,  Mississippi,  to  a  point  on  the  Mobile  and  Ohio  Eailroad,  and 
thence  move  against  Mobile.  The  command  moved  forward 
rapidly  without  encountering  the  enemy  in  any  force,  meeting, 
however,  and  dispersing  small  gangs  of  guerillas,  until  the  19th, 
when  the  Second  Jersey,  having  the  advance,  came  into  collision 
with  and  routed  a  force  of  hostile  cavalry  near*  Aberdeen,  Missis- 
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sippi,  the  same  evening  occupying  Prairie  Station  and  destroying 
an  immense  quantity  of  corn,  together  with  cotton  and  other 
property  belonging  to  the  Confederate  Government.  On  the  20th, 
the  regiment,  still  advancing,  skirmished  for  some  hours  with 
Forrest's  cavalry,  reaching  the  vicinity  of  West  Point — about  one 
hundred  miles  north  of  Meridian,  where  Sherman's  co-operating 
column  had  already  arrived — about  six  o'clock  p.  m.  Here  the 
cavalry  halted  and  bivouacked,  but  promptly  at  day-break  on  the 
21st  opened  on  the  enemy,  now  gathered  in  large  force.  General 
Smith,  however,  feeling  himself  unable  to  cope  with  the  force  in 
his  front,  soon  determined  to  retire  by  way  of  Okolona,  which  was 
done,  his  movements  being  hastened  by  a  report  that  the  rebels  in 
strong  numbers  were  crossing  at  Columbus  on  his  flank.  On  the 
morning  of  the  22cl,  while  passing  Okolona,  the  enemy  assailed 
the  column  with  great  violence,  speedily  routing  the  brigade  first 
assailed,  a  second  which  was  sent  to  its  assistance  meeting  the  same 
fate,  and  losing  all  its  artillery.  The  First  brigade,  to  which  the 
Second  Jersey  was  attached,  was  then  thrown  into  line  across  the 
road,  the  Jersey  men  holding  the  center.  Eeserving  their  fire  until 
the  enemy  approached  to  within  fifty  yards,  the  men  suddenly 
opened  with  their  Spencers,  delivering  a  terrific  volley  right  in  the 
faces  of  the  assailants,  who,  staggered  and  bleeding,  at  once  fell 
back  in  confusion.  They  had  approached,  flushed  with  victory 
over  two  brigades,  one  of  which  was  in  part  formed  of  regulars, 
and  evidently  did  not  expect  much  resistance ;  but  the  Jerseymen 
very  speedily  convinced  them  of  their  mistake.  The  enemy  hav- 
ing retired,  orders  were  now  given  by  General  Grierson  directing 
the  Second  Jersey  to  act  as  rear-guard  of  the  column,  which  re- 
sumed its  march,  reaching  the  vicinity  of  Memphis  a  few  days  after, 
the  Second  having  skirmished  with  the  enemy,  more  or  less,  briskly 
for  a  considerable  distance  on  the  line  of  retreat.  In  the  action  at 
Okolona,  Lieutenant  James  E.  Montgomery,  of  Company  C,  was 
badly  wounded  and  taken  prisoner,  while  Captain  Pannowitz,  of 
Company  L,  Lieutenant  Meeker,  of  Company  G,  Lieutenant 
Swartz,  of  Company  A,  and  eleven  men  were  wounded,  some 
severely,  but  noncfatally.     The  loss  of  the  enemy  in   men  and 
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horses,  under  the  severe  fire  of  the  Jerseymen,  was  very  consider- 
able, while  the  damage  inflicted  by  the  expedition  was  irreparable, 
both  in  the  destruction  of  property  and  the  interruption  of  impor- 
tant communications. 

The  Second  Jersey  was  not  again  engaged  until  the  5th  of  April, 
when  it  again  met  a  force  of  the  enemy,  defeating  them  handsomely, 
with  a  loss  of  four  killed  and  five  wounded.  The  day  after, 
Captain  Gallagher  rejoined  the  regiment,  having  succeeded  in 
making  his  escape  from  Libby  Prison.  On  the  10th,  Major  Yorke, 
with  a  force  of  three  hundred  men  of  the  regiment,  was  sent 
against  the  enemy  in  the  vicinity  of  Kaleigh,  some  distance  north 
of  Memphis,  and  coming  up  with  the  hostile  force  bravely  charged 
into  their  midst,  driving  them  into  their  brigade  camp,  after  inflict- 
ing severe  loss  in  killed  and  prisoners.  This  officer,  who  had 
served  with  distinguished  credit  in  the  First  Cavalry,  never  lost  an 
opportunity  to  strike  the  enemy,  and  seldom  failed  to  deliver 
crushing  blows,  no  matter  how  great  the  odds  against  him. 

While  these  operations  had  been  in  progress,  the  rebel  General 
Forrest  had  been  committing  depredations  and  outrages  of  every 
description,  almost  without  check,  in  South-western  Kentucky  and 
West  Tennessee — among  other  exploits,  capturing  and  massacreing 
the  garrison  of  Fort  Pillow,  in  the  latter  State.  Baffling  all 
attempts  at  capture,  he  had  finally,  after  this  last  atrocious  deed, 
retreated  rapidly  into  Mississippi,  where,  early  in  May,  he  concen- 
trated about  Guntown,  on  the  Mobile  Railroad.  It  being  deter- 
mined to  prevent,  if  possible,  any  further  operations  by  his  troops 
north  of  the  Mississippi  line,  or  their  transfer  to  Johnston  in 
Northern  Georgia,  on  the  30th  of  April  a  force  of  infantry  and 
cavalry,  under  command  of  General  Sturgis,  was  sent  out  from 
Memphis,  with  instructions  to  push  on  until  the  marauder  was 
found  and  beaten.  Breaking  camp  on  the  day  named,  the  Second 
Jersey,  late  on  the  night  of  May  2d  reached  Somerville,  whence  a 
demi-brigade,  under  Colonel  Karge,  composed  of  this  regiment, 
under  Major  Yorke,  the  Tenth  Missouri,  and  a  section  of  artillery, 
was  ordered  forward  to  attack  the  enemy.  Moving  rapidly  on, 
the  column  found  the  enemy  in  possession  of  earthworks  on  the 
75 
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heights  of  Bolivar.  Captain  Gallagher's  squadron  y/as  at  once 
impelled  against  the  left  of  the  enemy's  line,  but  a  deep  ravine 
arresting  the  progress  of  the  troopers,  the  charge  v/as  not  success- 
ful. Meanwhile,  the  rest  of  the  command,  opening  lire,  kept  up  a 
vigorous  assault,  and  after  a  combat  of  some  two  hours'  duration, 
the  Second  Jersey,  boldly  charging  the  works,  drove  out  the 
enemy,  who  retreated  in  great  confusion  through  the  town.  Night 
coming  on,  the  pursuit  was  not  continued,  the  regiment  garrisoning 
the  town.  The  loss  of  the  regiment  in  the  action  was  two  killed 
and  six  wounded.  The  rebels  were  much  demoralized  by  their 
defeat,  and  rapidly  retreated.  The  expeditionary  force  thereupon 
moved,  by  way  of  Ripley  and  Holly  Springs,  to  White's  Station, 
below  Memphis,  where,  on  the  10th,  the  First  Brigade  went  into 
camp.2  On  the  1st  of  June,  Major  Yorke  was  appointed  Acting 
Assistant  Inspector-General  of  the  cavalry  of  the  Sixteenth  Corps, 
performing  creditably  all  the  duties  of  the  position.  About  this 
time,  the   effectual   dispersion  of  Forrest's   command   being   still 


t  The  following  is  Major  Yorkc's  report  to  the  Adjutant-General  of  New  Jersey  : 

liI  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  COth  of  April  a  force  under  the  command  of 
Brigadier-General  Sturgis,  left  Memphis  in  pursuit  of  General  Forrest.  On  the  2d  of 
May  we  reached  Somcrville,  Tennessee,  and  halted.  It  being  ascertained  that  a  force 
of  the  enemy  held  the  town  of  Bolivar,  on  the  Hatchie  river,  a  distance  of  twenty- 
three  miles  from  Somerville,  Colonel  Karge,  commanding  the  First  Cavalry  Brigade, 
was  sent  forward  with  a  force  consisting  of  two  hundred  of  the  Tenth  Missouri  Cavalry, 
four  hundred  of  the  Second  New  Jersey  Cavalry,  and  a  section  of  guns  belonging  to 
the  Tenth  Missouri  Cavalry.  Starting  at  half-past  one  o'clock,  we  made  a  forced  and 
very  rapid  march.  We  found  the  enemy  eight  hundred  strong,  under  command  of 
General  Forrest,  in  position  behind  strong  entrenchments  and  fortifications  about  one 
mile  from  Bolivar.  After  a  severe  engagement  of  two  hours  duration,  we  routed  the 
enemy  and  drove  them  from  their  entrenchments 'and  through  the  town,  and  but  for 
he  lateness  of  the  hour  (it  being  after  eight  o'clock,  p.  m.,)  and  our  utter  ignorance 
of  the  country  through  which  the  enemy  had  retreated,  would  have  captured  or  de- 
stroyed the  entire  force.  The  loss  of  our  regiment  iu  this  action  was  two  men  killed 
and  five  wounded,  and  twenty  horses  killed  and  wounded.  The  names  of  the  killed 
are  Orderly  Sergeant  E.  E.  Cooper,  Company  F,  and  private  John  Switzer,  Company 
H.  The  wounded  arc  Francis  Malonc,  Company  A;  Oscar  Rudolph,  Company  A; 
Michael  McSeriy,  Company  F;  Martin  Perman,  Company  F;  and  John  Egan,  Com- 
pany II  ] 

"The  regiment  behaved  nobly,  and  especially  I  would  mention  Company  E,  under 
command  of  Lieutenant  Louis  Uainear,  who  opened  and  took  the  brunt  of  the  action. 
I  am  happy  to  say  that  the  Second  New  Jersey  enjoys  the  best  reputation  and  esteem, 
not  only  of  the  commanding  General,  but  all  the  troops  in  this  department. 

"  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  General, 

"  Very  respectfully  your  obedient  servant, 

"P.  Jones  Youke,  Major  Commanding  Second  New  Jersev." 
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urgently  desired,  another  expedition  was  organized  to  go  in  pursuit 
of  him — the  command  being  once  more  entrusted  to  General 
Sturgis,  notwithstanding  the  evidences  of  his  incapacity.  The 
force  engaged  in  this  expedition  numbered  about  nine  thousand 
infantry,  including  most  of  General  A.  J.  Smith's  Corps,  and  three 
thousand  cavalry,  the  latter  being  under  command  of  General 
Grierson — Colonel  Waring  commanding  the  First  Brigade.  In  the 
movement,  the  cavalry  was  kept  in  the  advance,  and  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  10th  of  June  came  up  with  and  engaged  the  cavalry  of 
the  enemy  near  Guntown,  a  small  railroad  station  on  the  Mobile 
and  Ohio  Railroad.  The  rebels  fell  back  until  they  gained  the 
protection  of  their  main  body,  which  was  now  found  to  be  posted 
in  force  and  read}r  for  battle.  "  Our  infantry  was  now  five  or  six 
miles  behind  the  cavalry.  General  Sturgis,  on  learning  the  dispo- 
sition of  the  enemy,  ordered  it  up  on  the  double-quick,  and  directed 
the  cavalry  to  engage  him  until  it  should  arrive.  The  enemy, 
under  Forrest,  was  about  equal  in  number  to  our  forces,  and  was 
strongly  posted  on  the  crest  of  a  semi-circular  hill  or  ridge,  in  front 
of  which  ran  a  small  creek,  which  had  but  one  bridge,  and  was 
otherwise  impassable,  except  in  a  very  few  places  by  footmen. 
The  day  was  very  warm,  and  when  the  infantry  regiments  came  up 
they  were  exhausted  and  disordered,  having  double-quicked  the 
whole  distance  from  the  point  at  which  they  received  the  order  to 
march  forward.  By  another  great  blunder,  close  up  with  them 
came  rushing  the  train,  of  more  than  two  hundred  wagons,  and  it 
was  hurried  over  the  bridge  and  parked  in  a  field  within  easy  range 
and  sight  of  the  enemy's  batteries.  If  there  was  ever  one  time, 
more  than  another,  when  the  attacking  force  should  have  been  well 
organized  and  disposed  with  particularly  careful  skill,  it  should  have 
been  here,  where  the  enemy  had  so  great  advantages  in  position ; 
but  as  fast  as  our  infantry  came  up,  tired  and  disordered  as  it  was, 
it  was  hurried  into  the  fight,  already  opened  by  the  cavalry,  and 
soon  and  completely  beaten.  The  division  and  brigade  and  subor- 
dinate officers  made  strenuous  efforts  to  check  the  tide  of  defeat, 
but  without  avail,  and  the  whole  army  was  soon  in  full  retreat,  the 
greater  part  of  it  in  utter  confusion.     The  rebels,  rejoicing  in  their 
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easy  victory,  pursued  with  unrelenting  vigor,  capturing  the  entire 
train  at  the  first  step,  and  cutting  off  our  weary  infantry  men  in 
great  numbers.  It  was  some  time  before  even  an  attempt  at  order 
in  the  retreat  was  made,  and  then, the  second  brigade  was  ordered 
to  act  as  rear-guard  and  cover  the  retreat,  it  being  the  only  organ- 
ized force  in  the  whole  command.  The  First  Brigade  (of  the  cav- 
alry division)  had  been  divided,  a  large  part  of  it  being  taken  for 
an  escort  to  the  General  commanding,  and  other  detachments  being 
broken  off  for  different  purposes.  It  was  not  attempted  to  keep 
the  infantry  in  order,  and  it  hurried  along  as  best  it  could,  a  fleeing 
mob.  So,  back  towards  Memphis  rushed  the  ruined  army,  its  rear 
covered  by  Winslow's  brigade  of  cavalry  during  the  terrible  night's 
march  of  June  10th,  and  through  the  next  day  until  Eipley  was 
reached.  Here  the  enemy  pressed  so  hard  that  the  running  skir- 
mish swelled  into  a  sharp  engagement,  which,  as  it  gave  our  troops 
some  advantage,  checked  the  ardor  of  the  enemy's  pursuit,  and  it 
was  thereafter  not  so  harassing,  though  continued  until  within  a 
few  miles  of  Memphis.  General  Sturgis  made  no  positive  attempt 
to  re-organize  or  control  the  troops  after  the  retreat  had  begun, 
and  he  should  be  directly  and  alone  responsible  for  this  great  dis- 
aster. Our  losses  were  about  four  thousand  men  killed,  wounded 
and  captured ;  the  entire  wagon-train  of  two  hundred  and  fifty 
wagons,  captured  ;  the  entire  ambulance  train,  except  a  few  ambu- 
lances belonging  to  the  cavalry  division,  captured  ;  and  every  gun 
except  two."3 

The  conduct  of  the  Second  New  Jersey  in  this  unfortunate  affair 
was  creditable  in  the  highest  degree.  Both  in  the  main  action  and 
in  the  retreat,  it  behaved  with  the  greatest  gallantry,  the  men  fairly 
gnashing  their  teeth  with  rage  at  the  mismanagement  of  the  move- 
ment and  the  consequent  impossibility  of  chastising  the  enemy  as 
he  deserved.  Had  General  Sturgis  been  other  than  the  imbecile 
he  was,  he  might  easily  have  redeemed  himself  from  disgrace,  by 
merely  permitting  the  Second  Jersey  to  gratify  its  longing  for  a 
fresh  encounter  with  the  foe.     As  it  was,  the  regiment  contributed 

3  Ingcrsoll's  u  Iowa  and  the  Rebellion/' 
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as  largely  as  any  other  to  preserve  the  little  army  from  complete 
annihilation,  and  in  the  accounts  of  the  time,  its  efficiency  and 
intrepidity  received  just  recognition.  It  aided  in  covering  the 
retreat,  and  at  one  time  two  companies  held  an  important  position 
for  three  hours  against  a  greatly  superior  force.  The  regiment 
suffered  heavily,  losing  eight  officers  and  one  hundred  and  thirty 
men,  out  of  seventeen  officers  and  three  hundred  and  fifty  men, 
taken  into  action.  The  Color-Sergeant  of  the  command  was  shot 
through  the  head,  but  the  colors  were  saved  by  the  gallantry  of 
the  men,  who,  amid  the  prevailing  panic,  remained  perfectly  cool. 
On  the  25th,  the  Second  Jersey  was  deployed  in  squadrons  along 
the  line  of  the  Memphis  and  Charleston  Eailroad,  between  Moscow 
and  La  Grange,  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  open  the  communi- 
cations of  General  A.  J.  Smith's  command.  Ten  days  later,  with 
the  other  Tegiments  of  the  brigade  under  Colonel  Karge,  it  was  . 
transferred  to  a  new  field  of  operations,  proceeding  by  steamer  to 
Yicksburg.  losing  one  man  on  the  passage  from  the  fire  of  guerillas. 
Beaching  Vicksburg,  July  6th,  the  regiment,  after  marching  sixteen 
miles  inland,  reported  to  General  Slocum,  and  was  assigned  to  the 
command  of  General  Elliott,  of  the  Marine  Brigade.  On  the  11th, 
with  other  troops  it  moved  in  search  of  the  enemy,  encountering 
him  on  the  loth  at  Port  Gibson,  Mississippi,  and  losing  in  the 
combat  which  ensued,  through  alleged  mismanagement,  two  men 
killed,  and  Lieutenant  Braun,  twenty-six  men  and  two  guidons 
captured.  Two  days  after,  at  an  early  hour  in  the  morning,  the 
enemy,  who  was  in  some  force,  made  a  sharp  assault  upon  our 
picket  line,  pressing  it  with  equal  vigor  along  the  entire  front,  but 
our  troops,  promptly  meeting  the  assailants,  after  an  hour's  fight- 
ing, drove  them  in  confusion.  In  this  contest,  Lieutenant  A.  D. 
Hamilton,  of  Company  C,  while  in  command  of  a  picket,  behaved 
with  conspicuous  gallantry,  his  men  also  displaying  the  finest 
soldierly  qualities.  The  accuracy  of  their  aim  was  throughout 
especially  remarkable,  every  rebel  found  dead  in  their  front  after 
the  action  proving  to  be  shot  between  the  eyes.  The  object  of  the 
movement  in  this  direction  being  now  accomplished,  the  command 
was  ordered  to  return  to  Memphis,  which  it  did,  reaching  that  point 
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on  the  24th.  Meanwhile,  General  A.  J.  Smith,  who  had  advanced 
with  an  infantry  column  to  Tupelo,  Mississippi,  and  there  encoun- 
tered and  worsted  the  forces  of  Forrest,  had  also  returned  to  Mem- 
phis, whence,  on  the  7th  of  August,  he  once  more  advanced  with 
ten  thousand  men  by  Holly  Springs  to  the  Tallahatchie,  but  found 
no  enemy  to  fight,  save  a  very  small  body  of  cavalry — Forrest's 
main  body  having  been  drawn  off  for  service  elsewhere.  The 
Second  Jersey  took  part  in  this  expedition,  with  two  hundred  and 
ninety  men,  but  on  the  31st  (of  August)  returned  to  Memphis, 
with  the  rest  of  the  expeditionary  corps,  without  having  been 
seriously  engaged.  And  now  the  regiment,  for  a  period  of  two 
months,  remained  comparatively  idle,  recruiting  its  strength  and 
adding  to  its  numbers,  in  preparation  for  the  fall  campaign.  Early 
in  September,  Major  Yorke  was  mustered  in  as  Lieutenant  Colonel 
and  took  command  of  the  regiment,  Colonel  Karge  having  com- 
mand of  the  brigade — Phillip  Yan  Renssalaer  becoming  Major 
and  reporting  for  duty  on  November  11th.  By  this  time  the  regi- 
ment had  increased  to  fourteen  hundred  men,  and  was  in  splendid 
condition  for  effective  campaigning. 

On  the  28th  of  November,  Colonel  Yorke,  under  special  orders 
from  General  Washburne,  started  on  an  expedition  into  Arkansas, 
proceeding  by  steamer,  with  two  hundred  and  fifty  of  the  Second 
New  Jersey,  one  hundred  and  fifty  of  the  Fourth  Iowa  and  a 
detachment  of  Iowa  infantry,  to  Osceola,  in  that  State.  Disem- 
barking at  that  point  on  the  29th,  the  command  crossed  a  swamp 
some  eighteen  miles  in  length,  the  mud  and  water  reaching  to  the 
saddle-girths  of  the  horses,  to  Big  Lake,  where,  after  some  brisk 
firing,  they  succeeded  in  capturing  a  rebel  train  consisting  of  some 
eighteen  wagons,  loaded  with  over  nine  hundred  stand  of  arms,  of 
approved  pattern,  together  with  eleven  prisoners  and  two  commis- 
sioned officers.  Thence,  on  December  1st,  the  column  proceeded 
to  Randolph,  and  marching  south,  scouting  the  country,  encamped 
that  night  at  Cuba,  where  it  was  attacked  by  guerillas,  who  were, 
however,  driven  off  with  ease — Memphis  being  safely  reached  on 
the  following  day.  This  expedition  was  throughout  managed  with 
great  tact,  and  was  in  every  respect  entirely  successful. 
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On  the  morning  of  December  19th,  a  formidable  movement 
against  the  enemy  having  been  decided  upon,  the  First  Brigade, 
Colonel  Karge  commanding,  was  sent  forward  to  make  a  demon- 
stration towards  Bolivar,  some  sixty  miles  from  Memphis,  with 
instructions  to  move  thence  in  a  South-easterly  direction  and  con- 
nect with  the  main  column  near  Eipley,  Mississippi.  Owing  to 
heavy  rains,  which  had  prevailed  for  some  days  and  swollen  the 
streams,  it  was  found  impossible  to  cross  Wolf  river,  and  the 
intended  junction  could  not  therefore  be  effected.  Accordingly, 
the  command  returned  to  Memphis,  whence,  on  the  21st,  it  again 
moved  out  with  the  main  column,  composed  in  all  of  three  bri- 
gades, with  a  total  of  three  thousand  three  hundred  men,  all  under 
command  of  General  Grierson.4  Taking  the  most  direct  route  to 
Ripley,  moving  through  Lamar  and  Salem,  the  column  on  the  24th 
reached  the  point  in  question — a  detachment  of  one  hundred  men 
of  the  Tenth  Missouri  having  meanwhile  struck  the  railway  at 
Grand  Junction  and  effectually  destroyed  the  telegraph  lines,  thus 
breaking  the  communications  of  the  enemy.  Upon  reaching  Rip- 
ley, a  detachment  of  the  Second  New  Jersey  (three  companies) 
under  Major  Van  Renssalaer,  was  ordered  to  proceed  to  Boonville 
on  the  Ohio  and  Mobile  railroad,  destroy  the  track  and  whatever 
Confederate  property  might  be  within  reach,  and  rejoin  the  com- 
mand at  Ellistown,  twenty  miles  south  of  Ripley.  This  service 
was  most  successfully  performed,  the  detachment  tearing  up  a  mile 
of  the  railroad  and  burning  two  large  buildings  rilled  with  quarter- 
master's and  commissary  stores,  together  with  a  "  caboose"  on  the 
railway  containing  arms,  ammunition  and  railroad  implements. 
Moving  thence  southward,  they  destroyed  a  bridge  ever  "  Twentv 
Mile  Creek,"  with  eight  or  ten  culverts,  and  on  the  26th  rejoined  the 
regiment,  having  made  a  distance  of  one  hundred  and  thirteen  miles. 
On  reaching  Tupelo,  forty  miles  south  of  Ripley,  on  the  evening 


4  The  First  Brigade,  under  Colonel  Karge,  was  composed  of  the  Second  New  Jersey, 
Fourth  Missouri,  Seventh  Indiana  Cavalry  and  the  First  Mississippi  Mounted  Kitles  ; 
the  Second  Brigade,  under  Colonel  Winston,  of  the  Third  and  Fourth  Iowa  and 
Eleventh  Missouri  Cavalry;  and  the  Third  Brigade  of  the  Fourth  and  Eleventh  Illinois, 
Second  Wisconsin,  Third  United  States  Colored  Cavalry  and  fifty  men  of  the  Pioneer 
Corps. 
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of  the  25th,  Colonel  Karge  was  ordered  with  his  whole  brigade  to 
move  rapidly  on  Verona  Station,  seven  miles  south — information 
having  been  received  that  a  force  of  seven   hundred  dismounted 
cavalry  belonging  to  Forrest's  command,  was  stationed  at  that  point, 
guarding  a  large   quantity  of  stores.     Eeaching  the  station,  the 
command  at  once  charged  gallantly  on  the  enemy,  who,  completely 
surprised,  offered  but  a  feeble  resistance,  most  of  them,  under  cover 
of  the  darkness,  escaping  into  the  timber,  leaving  in  our  hands 
as  spoils,  eight  buildings  filled  with  fixed  ammunition,  estimated  at 
three  hundred  tons,  five  thousand  stands  of  new  carbines,  eight 
thousand  sacks  of  shelled  corn,  a  large  quantity  of  wheat,  and  an 
immense  amount  of  quartermaster  stores,  clothing,  camp  and  garri- 
son equipage,  together  with  a  train  of  cars  and  a  large  number  of 
army  weapons  which  had  been  captured  by  Forrest  from  General 
Sturgis  during  his  disastrous  expedition  in  June.     All  this  property 
was  effectually  destroyed,  the  track  being  also  torn  up,  after  which 
the  brigade  proceeded  to  rejoin  the  command,  leaving  a   "fire  in 
the  rear"  which  illuminated  the  country  for  miles  around — the  con- 
tinued explosions '  of  ammunition  at  intervals  during  the  night. 
adding  much  to  the  magnificence  of  the  scene  and  to  the  enjoy- 
ment of  the  dashing  riders  who  moved  on  swiftly  to  the  perfor- 
mance of  further  exploits.     Reaching  Shannon  on  the  evening  of 
the  26th,  they  captured  one  hundred  new  army  wagons,  en  route  to 
Forrest's  command,  besides  a  quantity  of  commissary  and  other 
stores,  which,  with  several  government  buildings,  were  promptly 
destroyed.     On  the  morning  of  the  27th,  the  entire  command  moved 
out  at  an  early  hour,  soon  encountering  the  enemy,  who  gradually 
retired,  exchanging  shots  with  the  advance,  until  the  outskirts  o: 
Okolona  were  reached.     Here  a  rebel  courier  was  captured  with  a 
despatch  to  the  commandant  of  the  post,  stating  that  he  would  bo 
reinforced  by  one  thousand  and  three  hundred  infantry  by  railway 
from  Mobile,  and  a  fight  being  anticipated,  the  squadrons  were  at 
once  formed  and  ordered  to  advance.     Moving  forward  over  the 
open  ground,  with  flags  gaily  fluttering  in  the  breeze,  the  column 
entered  the  town,  making  another  haul  of  commissary  stores  an  • 
several  thousand  pounds  of  finished  leather,  all  of  which  were  a! 
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once  committed  to  the  flames.  While  here,  the  telegraph  was 
tapped  and  dispatches  intercepted  from  General  Dick  Taylor,  Gen- 
oral  Gardner  and  others,  directing  the  commanding  officer  at  Egypt, 
gome  fifteen  miles  below,  to  hold  that  place  at  all  hazards,  and 
stating  that  large  reinforcements  would  a£  speedily  as  possible  be 
sent  from  Mobile.  The  reinforcements  promised  to  the  Okolona 
commandant  soon  made  their  appearance,  a  long  train  of  cars  com- 
ing into  view  from  the  South.  When  within  two  miles,  however, 
of  the  town,  warned  by  the  glare  of  the  Jburning  buildings,  the 
enemy  concluded  to  retire,  which  they  did,  returning  with  all  pos- 
sible expedition  to  Egypt  Station — whereupon  the  command  at 
once  resumed  its  march,  and  at  night  went  into  camp  only  five 
miles  from  the  station,  against  which,  early  the  next  morning,  Col- 
onel Yorke  was  ordered  to  advance.  Selecting  forty  men  from 
Captain  Gallagher's  squadron  as  an  advance-guard,  the  Colonel 
ordered  the  remainder  of  the  regiment  to  move  forward  in  columns 
of  fours — himself  accompanying  the  advance.  Passing  through  a 
dense  woods,  the  latter  struck  the  open  prairie  and  encountered  the 
enemy's  skirmish  line  of  infantry.  This  was  at  once  charged  and 
captured.  The  enemy  could  now  be  seen  just  ahead  in  possession 
of  the  village  and  stockade.  Captain  Gallagher  forthwith  charged 
them  with  the  intention  of  piercing  their  center,  but  at  this  moment 
they  opened  a  murderous  fire' from  their  artillery,  cavalry  and 
in&^jy,  which  killed  Captain  Gallagher,  Lieutenant  Burns  and 
several  men  and  horses.  This  caused  the  advance  to  hesitate  and 
then  slowly  retire,  but  in  the  meantime  Colonel  Yorke  had  ordered 
Captain  Mitchell  with  his  squadron  to  charge  the  artillery.  This 
he  did  gallantly  and  forced  them  to  retire  down  the  railroad,  when, 
returning,  he  advanced  on  the  left  flank  of  the  infantry  and  cavalry. 
Ordering  another  squadron  to  the  assistance  of  Captain  Mitchell, 
Colonel  Yorke  deployed  the  other  force  in  line  of  battle  in  front  of 
tv»e  stockade.  Then  at  the  word,  the  regiment  charged  gallantly, 
their  brave  commander  leading  the  attack  in  person — the  whole 
eolnmn  moving  right  up  to  the  stockade  in  the  face  of  a  murderous 
fire,  so  that  they  could  fire  directly  into  the  garrison.  The  latter 
taken  at  the  same  time  in  flank,  speedily  surrendered,  and  the  day 
76 
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was  ours.  The  prisoners  numbered  in  all  some  rive  hundred  and 
fifty.  But  the  victory  was  a  costly  one ;  seventy -four  men  and  over 
eighty  horses  of  the  Second  Jersey  were  killed  and  wounded. 
Lieutenant  Burd  was  killed  while  urging  forward  his  men,  and 
when  only  ten  paces  from  the  stockade.  Colonel  Harris,  command- 
ing the  rebel  camp,  was  captured,  as  was  also  General  Gholson.- 
commanding  the  post,  the  latter  being  shot  in  two  places.  The 
gallantry  of  the  officers  and  men  was  never  more  conspicuous 
than  in  this  action.  Their  charge  was  made  with  the  battle-flag 
presented  by  the  ladies  of  Salem,  New  Jersey,  in  the  center,  and 
none  who  witnessed  the  steadiness  of  their  advance  will  ever  for- 
get it.5 


6  The  following  account  of  this  action  was  published  in  the  New  York  Sunday 
Mercury  : 

"In  the  late  extensive  raid  of  the  force  commanded  by  General  Grierson,  the 
Second  New  Jersey  Cavalry  bore  a  conspicuous  part — conspicuous  not  only  for  great 
gallant^,  but  also  for  most  complete  and  glorious  success.  It  was  led  by  its  gallant 
commander,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Yorke,  to  whom  the  regiment  was  fortunate  in 
having  its  command  transferred.  Ever  since  Colonel  Yorke  resumed  the  command, 
the  regiment  has  been  most  efficient,  and  has  won  for  itself  and  him  an  imperishable 
name  for  steady,  unflinching  courage  and  gallantry,  as  well  as  the  most  thorough  and 
efficient  discipline. 

"  In  this  late  expedition,  the  regiment  particularly  distinguished  itself.  During  the 
raid  it  was  selected  for  the  accomplishment  of  a  most  difficult  and  dangerous  duty  ; 
the  capture  of  a  fort  and  stockade  at  Egypt  Station,  on  the  Mobile  and  Ohio  Railroad. 
The  regiment,  led  by  its  commander,  drove  the  rebels  before  them,  charging  gallantly 
forward  on  and  up  to  the  very  works  and  the  muzzles  of  the  enemy's  guns,  and  there 
pouring  into  the  fort  a  destructive  fire  with  carbines,  while  a  portion  of  the  regime'ut 
dismounted  and  fought  on  foot.  The  fighting  was  most  desperate  and  sanguinary, 
and  the  loss  of  life  to  us,  as  well  as  to  the  enemy,  very  severe.  The  garrison  nearly, 
if  not  quite,  equalled  the  regiment  in  numbers,  and  were  protected  by  strong  defensive 
works.  Yet,  disregarding  the  strength  of  the  enemy,  all  the  disparity  of  position 
and  advantages,  thinking  of  and  caring  for  nothing  but  its  own  glorious  name  and 
obedience  to  the  orders  of  its  honored  leader,  it  dashed  splendidly  on.  It  was  a 
glorious  sight — the  long  line  of  men  and  horses,  the  glitter  and  clash  of  arms,  the 
cry  of  onset,  the  flying  rebels,  the  pursuing,  relentless  foe.  All  movements  were 
ordered  by  the  bugle,  and  it  is  a  remarkable  fact  that  not  a  single  instance  of  mistake 
or  disobedience  occurred  during  the  whole  affair.  During  the  most  rapid  firing,  while 
each  man  was  wholly  occupied  in  charging  and  discharging  his  piece,  comrades  falling 
around,  horses  rearing  and  plunging,  amid  general  uproar  aud  confusion,  the  bugle 
suddenly  sounded  '  cease  tiring.'  At  once  the  order  was  obeyed,  not  a  piece  was 
discharged,  not  a.  soldier  moved  in  his  place  until  the  bugle  was  again  heard  sounding 
the  'charge;'  then  over  shoulder  was  slung  the  carbine,  out-flashed  the  glittering 
steel,  and  on  like  an  avalanche  rushed  the  heroic  Second. 

"  The  fort  was  taken,  and  with  it  over  eight  hundred  rebels,  with  a  large  number  ot 
officers,  including  one  General.  The  loss  of  the  Second  was  very  heavy.  Conspicuous 
gallantry  was  displayed.     The  officers  who  were  shot  fell  at  the  head  of  their  squad- 
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After  destroying  the  captured  arms  and  ammunition,  the  regi- 
aicnt  resumed  its  march,  reaching  Houston  on  the  29th,  and  thence, 
on  the  31s.t,  moving  to  Winona  Station,  on  the  Mississippi  Central 
Kailroad.  Here  the  depot,  telegraph,  railroad,  several  bridges, 
a  number  of  buildings  filled  with  stores,  were  destroyed,  after  which 
the  command  proceeded  in  a  southwesterly  direction  to  Vicksburg, 
which  place  was  reached  on  the  6th.  of  January.  From  this  point, 
the  Second  Jersey  returned  by  steamer  to  Memphis,  having  lost, 
tluring  the  entire  expedition,  nineteen  men  killed,  sixty-nine 
wounded,  and  two  missing,  with  one  hundred  and  fifty-five  horses 
and  mules  killed  and  disabled.  i\o  expedition  of  the  war  was 
more  completely  successful,  and  in  none  did  the  Second  Jersey 
exhibit  greater  gallantry  and  soldierly  endurance  than  in  this  dash 
through  the  very  heart  of  Mississippi.6 


runs.  One  gallant  officer,  Lieutenant  Phillips,  of  Company  D,  promoted  from  the 
nmks,  was  shot  through  the  thigh,  but  refused  to  retire  until  an  officer  was  sent  by 
,  the  Colonel  to  relieve  him.  Lieutenant  Burd,  of  Company  A,  was  shot  through  the 
l^ad  and  instantly  killed.  Captain  Gallagher,  of  Company  IT,  a  line  officer,  who  had 
*  Tvcd  in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  for  some  time  previous  to  the  formation  of  the 
raiment,  was  killed.  Lieutenant  Hoffman,  late  of  the  First  New  Jersey  Cavalry,  was 
bounded  in  the  head. 

"  After  the  fort  was  captured  and  the  prisoners  were  being  marched  out,  General 
< J riorson  and  Colonel  Karge  rode  up  and  congratulated  Colonel  Yorke  on  his  valiant 
-enlevement.  The  expedition  was  in  every  way  a  success.  Forty  miles  of  the  Mobile 
*fid  Ohio  Railroad,  a  large  number  of  cars  and  engines,  large  quantities  of  arms  and 
i.Mimunition,  three  hundred  and  fifty  wagons  that  Sturgis  lost  last  spring,  and  large 
'i-uitities  of  quartermaster  and  commissary  stores,  were  destroyed." 

c  The  following  is  Colonel  Yorkc's  report  of  this  expedition  : 

"  Headquarters  Second  New  Jersey  Cavalry,  ) 
January  12,  lSGo.      j 
"General  R.  F.  Stockton,  Adjutant- General  State  of  Mio  Jersey: 

"General:  In  accordance  with  orders  received  from  brigade  headquarters,  Imarch- 
'  1  with  seven  hundred  and  forty  of  my  regiment,  at  half-past  seven  o'clock,  a.  in.,  on 
Wednesday,  December  21st,  and  that  day  reached  a  point  twenty-seven  miles  from 
Memphis. 

"  On  the  22d,  marched  at  half-past  six  o'clock,  a.  m.,  and  made  fifteen  miles  ;  bivou- 
•''•'  ked. 

"  December  23d.  Marched  at  seven  o'clock,  a.  m.,  passed  through  Lemarr  and  Salem  ; 
■*~tl  camped  in  a  swamp  at  half-past  eight  o'clock,  p.  m.,  on  the  Ripley  road,  ten  miles 
Borthwest  of  Ripley.     Distance  marched,  twenty-five  miles  ;  roads  good. 

"December  24th.  Marched  at  six  o'clock,  a.  m.,  on  the  Salem  and  Ripley  road; 
I  --H'd  through  Ripley  at  twelve  a.  m.  At  this  point  Major  Van  Rensselaer,  with  Com- 
l  -'lies  B,  C  and  K,  were  ordered  to  strike  the  Mobile  and  Ohio  Railroad  and  destroy  it 
y  Boonvillc,  This  they  did  on  the  morning  of  the  25th,  at  half-past  three  o'clock, 
tf»rinjj  up  a  mile  of  railroad,  burning  two  large  houses  filled  with  quartermaster  and 
(  J-nmissary  stores,  and  a  caboose  on  the  railroad,  containing  arms,  ammunition  and 
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Four  days  after  the  return  of  the  expedition  to  Memphis,  the  Sec- 
ond Jersey  was  ordered  to  embark  on  steamers  and  report  to  Gen- 
eral Davidson  at  Natchez,  Mississippi,  and  on  the  19th,  the  regiment, 


railroad  implements.  Ten  miles  south  of  Boonville,  they  destroyed  a  bridge  across 
"Twenty  Mile  Creek,"  which  was  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet  long;  also  eight  or  ten 
culverts.  The  entire  distance  marched  by  this  portion  of  my  command  was  one  hun- 
dred and  thirteen  miles.  They  joined  the  regiment  on  the  26th.  After  detaching 
Van  Rensselaer  at  Ripley,  I  moved  forward,  crossing  the  Tallahatchie  river  at  Kelly's 
Mills,  and  encamped  on  the  east  side  at  five  o'clock,  p.  m.,  having  marched  twenty-five 
miles  that  day. 

"  December  25th.  Marched  at  six  o'clock,  a.  m.,  on  the  Ellistown  road ;  passed  that 
place  at  twelve  o'clock;  then  moved  on  the  road  to  Tupelo.  At  Oldtown  Creek,  two 
brigades  were  halted,  while  we  pushed  on ;  passing  through  Harrisburg,  arrived  at 
Verona  Station  at  half-past  nine  o'clock,  p.  m.  At  this  place  Lieutenant  Charles  May- 
berry  destroyed  the  depot,  nineteen  box  cars,  three  fiat  cars,  two  caissons  and  four 
ambulances.  Four  of  these  cars  were  loaded  with  corn,  one  car  with  quartermaster's 
books,  blanks  and  stationery,  one  car  of  horse  shoes  and  quartermaster  stores,  one 
car  containing  articles  for  hospital  use,  and  six  cars  of  commissar}*  goods.  Left 
Verona  at  half-past  twelve  o'clock,  p.  m.,  and  reached  Harrisburg  at  half-past  five 
o'clock,  a.  m.,  of  the  26th  instant ;  distance  marched,  fifty  miles.  Marched  again  at 
twelve  o'clock,  m.  ;  crossed  the  Tombigbee  river  and  bivouacked  at  nine  o'clock, 
p.  m.,  on  the  Okalona  road,  having  marched  twenty  miles ;  roads  very  bad. 

"December  27th.  Marched  at  eight  o'clock,  a.  m.,  on  the  Okolona  road.  The 
advance  skirmished  with  the  enemy  and  entered  Okalona  at  twelve  o'clock,  m.,  where 
I  destroyed  a  large  quantity  of  finished  leather,  one  thousand  five  hundred  horseshoes, 
fifty  thousand  Ely's  English  caps,  for  pistols  and  muskets,  and  a  large  amount  of  tent 
cloth.  Leaving  Okolona  at  two  o'clock,  p.  m.,  we  marched  on  the  West  Point  road 
and  at  five  o'clock  bivouacked  six  miles  from  Okolona,  having  marched  fifteen  miles; 
roads  poor.  Our  bivouack  was  about  four  miles  from  Egypt  Station,  which  we  ascer- 
tained was  held  by  the  enemy. 

"December  28th.  Clear  and  pleasant.  Marched  at  seven  o'clock,  a.  m. — my  regi- 
ment being  in  advance  of  the  brigade  and  the  brigade  in  advance  of  the  division.  I 
formed  my  extreme  advance  of  thirty  good  men,  with  Spencer  carbines,  under  Captain 
Vandergrift,  assisted  by  Lieutenant  John  Burns,  Company  I.  Captain  Gallagher, 
Company  II,  with  the  rest  of  Companies  II  and  F,  followed  as  a  support,  with  drawn 
sabers.  As  my  orders  were  to  allow  nothing  to  stop  me,  I  gave  the  same  to  the  offi- 
cers commanding  the  advance.  '  At  eight  o'clock  we  struck  the  enemy's  skirmish  line, 
which  consisted  of  infantry,  and  was  deployed  about  an  eighth  of  a  mile  from  town. 
Driving  these  rapidly  before  them,  they  approached  the  enem}*'s  line  of  battle,  which 
consisted  of  infantry,  artillery  and  cavalry,  the  infantry  holding  the  center.  The  firing 
then  being  very  heavy,  I  ordered  a  charge  on  the  enemy's  center,  along  the  main  road 
that  ran  through  the  village.  Immediately  after  their  advance,  fire  was  opened  from 
a  stockade  on  their  right,  that  had  hitherto  been  unperceived  by  me.  The  effect  of 
this  fire  was  very  disastrous,  for  it  was  here  that  I  lost  many  men,  including  the  senior 
Captain  of  my  regiment,  Michael  Gallagher,  Company  H,  who  fell  dead  while  gallantly 
leading  his  men  forward,  and  Lieutcuant  John  Burns,  Company  I,  who  was  mortally 
wounded.  After  the  death  of  these  officers,  the  men  became  disheartened,  and  turned 
in  orderly  retreat.  Seeing  this,  I  led  Captain  Fernald's  squadron,  at  a  gallop,  to  the 
right,  and  took  possession  of  some  fodder  stacks  and  buildings  on  the  enemy's  left 
center,  and  which  was  the  key  of  his  position.  From  behind  these,  I  poured  such  a 
volley  into  the  enemy,  who  were  massed  in  column  of  division,  that  they  were  forced 
to  retreat  into  the  stockade.    This  movement  of  theirs  was  hastened  by  seeing  Cap- 
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mustering  one  thousand  and  one  hundred  enlisted  men  and  thirty- 
four  officers,  reached  that  place,  where  sixty  men,  under  Lieuten- 
ants Johnson  and  Hoffman,  were  soon  after  detached  as  provost 


tain  Mitchell's  squadron  advancing  on  their  left.  By  this  time  the  rest  of  the  regi- 
ment had  formed  in  the  field  on  the  left  of  the  road.  They  advanced  in  line  of  battle, 
and  opened  upon  the  stockade,  which  was  continued  with  varying  success  for  about 
an  hour.  Company  G,  under  command  of  Lieutenant  Phillips,  during  this  part  of  the 
action  was  deployed  on  the  extreme  left  as  skirmishers,  and  did  considerable  execu- 
tion. It  was  here  that  Lieutenant  Phillips  was  wounded.  Seeing  the  necessity  of 
pressing  upon  the  left  center  and  following  up  the  advantage  gained,  I  ordered  Com- 
panies L  and  E  to  support  Companies  A  and  M,  and  to  advance  upon  the  stockade. 
Having  dismounted,  they  with  great  determination  and  bravery  advanced  under  a 
heavy  fire  to  within  ten  paces  of  the  fortification,  where  they  found  temporary  shelter 
behind  a  fence.  I  then  sounded  the  bugle  for  a  general  advance,  and  the  squadrons  on 
the  left  of  the  road,  moving  forward,  charged  directly  through  the  village  and  swept 
round  in  rear  of  the  fortification.  At  the  same  moment,  the  dismounted  troops  burst 
from  their  cover,  and  breaking  down  the  door,  dashed  within  the  enclosure,  which  im- 
mediately surrendered.  The  victory  was  not  a  bloodless  one,  for  here  Lieutenant 
Stryker  Burd,  Company  A,  while  springing  forward  for  the  rebel  flag,  was  instantly 
killed,  with  seven  of  his  brave  followers.  The  prisoners  taken  in  the  stockade  num- 
bered five  hundred,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Beck.  They  were  all 
armed  with  Springfield  muskets  of  the  latest  pattern.  In  addition  to  these,  fifty  men 
were  captured  on  the  skirmish  line.  ■  In  this  action,  I  lost  three  officers  killed  and 
two  officers  and  sixty-nine  men  wounded,  and  eighty-four  horses  killed  and  wounded. 
Lieutenant  Phillips  and  thirty-nine  men  were  so  seriously  wounded  that  I  was  forced 
to  place  them  in  houses  and  leave  them  under  the  care  of  Assistant-Surgeon  Krauter. 
After  destroying  the  arms  and  ammunition,  and  leaving  the  dead  to  be  buried  by  the 
Pioneer  Corps  of  the  brigade,  we  took  up  our  line  of  march  towards  Piketown,  and 
passing  through  Bucna  Vista,  camped  at  sundown,  having  made  fifteen  miles. 

"  December  29th.  Marched  at  seven  o'clock,  a.  m.,  and  on  reaching  Houston  sent 
a  force,  under  Major  Van  Rensselaer,  six  miles  on  the  West  Point  road.  On  their 
return,  marched  and  bivouacked  at  half-past  five  o'clock,  p.  m.  ;  twenty-eight  miles. 

"December  30th.  Marched  at  seven  o'clock,  a.  m.,  made  twenty  miles,  and  bivou- 
acked near  Lodi. 

"Deeember  31st.  Clear  and  cold.  Marched  at  seven  o'clock,  a.  m.,  and  reached 
Winona  Station,  on  the  Central  Mississippi  Railroad,  at  two  o'clock,  p.  m.,  and 
destroyed  the  depot,  telegraph,  railroad,  three  small  bridges,  one  box  and  one  flat  car, 
and  ten  buildings  full  of  commissary  and  quartermaster  stores.  Marched  to  Middle- 
town  and  encamped. 

"  January  1st.    Marched  at  six  o'olock,  a.  m. ;  good  roads  ;  made  twenty-six  miles. 

"  January  2d.  Marched  at  half-past  six  o'clock  through  Lexington  to  Benton,  forty 
miles,  and  bivouacked  at  six  o'clock,  p.  m. 

"January  3d.     Marched  thirty-eight  miles. 

"  January  4th.  Camped  at  Chcar  Creek,  nine  miles  from  Vicksburg,  having  marched 
twenty  miles. 

"January  5th.  Rainy.  Passed  through  Vicksburg,  and  camped  at  Four  Mile 
Bridge  ;  marched  thirteen  miles. 

"  On  the  6th,  I  embarked  my  command  on  the  steamers  Pauline,  Carroll  and  Emma, 
and  one  squadron  on  a  barge  in  tow  of  the  Fairchild.  By  the  11th,  my  entire  com- 
mand had  returned  to  this  point.  My  total  loss  of  horses  and  mules  on  the  expe- 
dition was  one  hundred  and  fifty-live.  In  accordance  with  orders  I  turned  in  to  Bri- 
gade Quartermaster,  at  Vicksburg,  eighty-four  unserviceable  horses  and  ten  unscr- 
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guard.  While  at  this  post,  one  battalion  was  ordered  on  picket 
daily  by  the  General  commanding.  On  the  21st  of  February, 
Orderly  Sergeant  Patrick,  of  Company  H,  was  killed  by  the  acci- 
dental discharge  of  a  Spencer  carbine,  in  the  hands  of  a  Corporal 
of  Company  E.  He  was  a  brave  soldier,  and  his  death  was  much 
regretted  in  the  command.  On  the  first  of  March,  Colonel  Karge, 
who  had  been  absent  on  leave,  returned  and  took  command  of  the 
regiment,  which  on  the  4th  was  ordered  to  report  to  General 
Grierson  at  New  Orleans,  and  on  the  8th,  to  encamp  at  Carrolton, 
Louisiana.     On  the  19th  Colonel  Karge  was  placed  in  command  of 

viceable  mules.  During  the  expedition  my  regiment  captured  fifty-nine  horses  and 
ninety-six  mules.  Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

"  P.  Jo>TES  YORKE, 

"Lieutenant-Colonel  Commanding  Regiment." 

The  following  is  Colonel  Karge's  congratulatory  order: 

"Headquarters  First  Brigade  Cavalry  Division,  M.  D.  if.,  ) 
Memphis,  Tennessee,  January  14,  I860.      ) 
["  Circular  No.  1.] 

"  The  Colonel  commanding  takes  this  opportunity  to  cougratulate  the  officers  and 
men  of  the  First  Brigade  for  the  brave  and  gallant  manner  in  which  they  conducted 
themselves  during  the  late  expedition  into  Mississippi,  under  Brigadier-General  B.  H. 
Grierson. 

"In  the  heart  of  an  enemy's  country,  and  subject  to  circumstances  having  a  demora- 
lizing tendency,  you  have  displayed  a  courage  and  discipline  that  cannot  be  surpassed. 

"In  the  face  of  the  enemy,  when  deploying  under  a  heavy  and  galling  fire,  or  when 
charging  his  lines  and  intrenchments,  you  exhibited  such  firmness  and  ready  obedi- 
ence to  the  orders  of  your  superiors,  that  victory  crowned  your  efforts,  and  the  foe, 
disheartened,  appalled,  by  such  determination  and  bravery,  was  compelled  to  surrender. 

"But  however  sweet  are  the  fruits  of  victory,  they  were  not  gained  without  the 
loss  of  brave  and  gallant  soldiers  ;  and  it  is  with  feelings  of  sorrow,  that  the  Colonel 
commanding  has  to  record  the  loss  of  three  biave  officers  of  the  Second  New  Jersey 
Cavalry,  and  many  good  and  brave  men.  Captain  Gallagher  fell  shot  through  the 
heart,  at  the  head  of  his  men,  while  leading  them.  His  Second  Lieutenant,  John 
Burns,  fell  mortally  wounded  at  the  head  of  his  company,  in  the  same  charge.  Lieu- 
tenant Stryker  Burd  was  shot  while  leading  his  men  against  a  stockade,  .in  an  endeavor 
to  secure  the  enemy's  colors. 

"  It  is  a  consolation  to  know,  however,  that  the  officers  and  men  have  fallen  in  a 
noble  cause,  and  while  bravely  performing  their  duty. 

"  The  Colonel  commanding  trusts  that  the  renown  gained  by  the  brigade  during  the 
expedition,  will  be  an  incentive  to  both  officers  and  men  to  further  efforts  in  the  sanie 
direction.  By  a  continued  display  of  such  bravery,  endurance  and  discipline,  they 
will  obtain  an  immortal  name  in  the  history  of  the  war. 

"Where  (with  but  two  exceptions)  all  have  done  well,  it  would  seem  invidious  to 
designate  particular  persons  as  meriting  special  notice.  The  Colonel  commanding, 
however,  cannot  refrain  from  mentioning,  as  worthy  of  special  approbation,  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Yorke,  commanding  Second  Now  Jersey  Cavalry,  Captain  Elliott,  Seventh 
Indiana,  and  Captain  Hencke,  Fourth  Missouri  Cavalry  Volunteers. 

"  Josei'H  Karge, 
.    ■  "Colonel  Commanding  First  Brigade." 
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the  First  Brigade,  Seventh  Division,  Cavalry  Corps.  On  the  5th 
of  April,  the  Second  Jersey  was  directed  to  proceed  to  Mobile, 
which  it  did,  part  of  the  men  being  transferred  by  way  of  the 
Gulf,  and  the  remainder  over  Lake  Pontchartrain — only  a  portion 
of  the  command,  however,  reaching  its  destination  in  time  to  parti- 
cipate in  the  capture  of  Forts  Blakely  and  Spanish.  While  at 
Mobile,  Major  Vroom,  of  the  Second,  was  appointed  Inspector 
General  of  the  cavalry,  and  Major  Van  Eenssalaer,  being  obliged 
to  return  to  New  Orleans  on  account  of  sickness,  was  there  appoin- 
ted Assistant  Provost  Marshal  of  the  city.  From  this  point  the 
regiment  marched  to  Eufala,  Alabama,  where  it  received  informa- 
tion of  the  truce  between  Sherman  and  Johnson,  and  the  assassi- 
nation of  President  Lincoln.  On  the  11th  of  May,  the  war  having 
practically  ended,  it  passed  through  Montgomery,  and  on  the  21st 
reached  Columbus,  Mississippi — Captain  E.  D.  Mitchell  being 
appointed  (on  the  following  day,)  Provost  Marshal  of  the  town, 
with  Captain  Fernald  and  Company  M,  as  provost  guard,  and  Cap- 
tain Scudder  with  Company  E,  being  placed  in  charge  of  thefreed- 
men's  camp.  At  this  time  part  of  Company  A,  which  had  been 
left  in  Mobile,  rejoined  the  regiment  by  rail.  On  the  28th,  General 
Grierson  and  staff  left  for  New  Orleans,  when  Colonel  Karge  was 
placed  in  command  cf  the  District,  and  Colonel  Yorke  in  command 
of  the  Second  Cavalry  Brigade.  On  the  7th  of  June,  the  regiment, 
under  command  of  Colonel  Karge,  marched  for  Vicksburg,  Colo- 
nel Yorke,  with  Captain  Scudder,  Lieutenants  Burns,  Smith.  Hoff- 
man, and  Quartermaster  Baldwin  and  Assistant  Surgeon  Todd, 
being  ordered  to  proceed  to  Mobile,  and  thence  to  New  Orleans 
and  up  the  river  with  the  dismounted  men  and  stores.  On  the 
lGth,  the  regiment  was  again  united  in  camp,  outside  of  Vicksburg, 
on  the  Big  Black  Eiver,  where,  on  the  30th,  550  of  the  one  year 
men  were  mustered  out  and  dispatched  to  Trenton,  New  Jersey,  by 
way  of  New  Orleans.  On  the  10th  of  July,  Colonel  Yorke  was 
sent  with  the  third  battalion  to  assume  command  of  a  sub-division 
of  Mississippi,  with  headquarters  at  Eodney's,  where  he  remained 
until  the  28th,  when  he  received  orders  to  move  his  headquarters 
U)  Port  Gibson,  the  remainder  of  the  regiment   about  the  same 
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time  being  ordered  to  Natchez.  The  regiment,  from  this  time, 
was  stationed  as  follows:  Colonel  Joseph  Karge,  commanding 
post  of  Natchez,  with  six  companies  ;  Colonel  Yorke,  commanding 
post  of  Port  Gibson,  with  four  companies ;  Colonel  N.  S.  Gilson, 
commanding  post  of  Brookhaven,  with  two  companies. 

In  the  latter  part  of  August,  Colonel  Karge  received  the. brevet 
of  Brigadier-General,  and  General  Davidson  receiving  a  leave  of 
absence,  he  was  placed  in  the  command  of  the  Southern  District  of 
Mississippi.  He  at  once  ordered  all  the  Second  New  Jersey  to 
report  in  Natchez,  Mississippi,  where  they  were  placed  under  the 
command  of  Colonel  Yorke.  Attempts  were  now  made  to  con- 
solidate and  retain  the  regiment  in  service,  but  this  being  frustrated, 
the  order  was  received  for  muster  out  of  service,  and  proceeding 
to  Trenton,  the  command  was  duly  disbanded.  From  first  to  last 
the  regiment  had  exhibited  a  courage  and  discipline  which  justly 
ranked  it  among  the  best  cavalry  commands  in  the  service,  and  its 
record,  covering  a  field  of  peculiar  hardship  as  well  as  of  vital 
importance,  will  shine  with  honest  lustre  in  the  annals  of  the 
nation  long  after  the  men  who  fought  in  its  ranks  have  gone  down 
to  the  last  sleep. 

The  following  is  the  roster  of  the  Thirty -second  as  it  entered  the 
service : 

Colonel,  Joseph  Karge ;  Lieutenant-Colonel,  Marcus  L.  "VV.  Kitchen ;  Majors,  Fred- 
crick  B.  Revere,  P.  Jones  Yorke,  and  Peter  D.  Vroom,  Jr.  ;  Adjutant,  J.  Lacey  Pier- 
son ;  Quartermaster,  James  M.  Baldwin;  Commissary,  Wolfgang  Mosse;  Surgeon, 
Ferdinand  V.  Dayton  ;  Assistant  Surgeons,  William  W.  Bowlby,  Lawrence  O.  Morgan ; 

Chaplain, .     Company  A— Captain,  Frank  B.  Allibone  ;  First  Lieutenant, 

Charles  C.  Rciley ;  Second  Lieutenant,  Joseph  L.  Topham.  Company  J3— Captain, 
Peter  G.  Van  Winkle;  First  Lieutenant,  Theodore  Vandergrift;  Second  Lieutenant, 
Samuel  Swayze.  Company  C—  Captain,  Edward  P.  Mount;  First  Lieutenant,  Ehe- 
nezer  Montgomery;  Second  Lieutenant,  Adrian  S.  Appleget.  Company  J) — Captain, 
Charles  X.  Pelouze;  First  Lieutenant,  Alfred  Haines;  Second  Lieutenant,  Albert 
H,  Crump.  Company  E—  Captain,  William  V.  Scudder;  First  Lieutenant,  Lewis  Bili- 
near ;  Second  Lieutenant,  Lemuel  Fisher.  Company  1< — Captain,  Philip  L.  Van 
Rensselaer;  First  Lieutenant,  Charles  II.  Dod;  Second  Lieutenant,  L.  Henry  Smith. 
Company  G— Captain,  Gustavo  A.  von  Brauscn;  First  Lieutenant,  Clarence  Linden; 
Second  Lieutenant,  Carnot  B.  Meeker.  Company  II—  Captain,  Michael  Gallagher; 
First  Lieutenant,  John  Madigan ;  Second  Lieutenant,  Jonathan  Goble.  Company  1— 
Captain,  P.  Penu  Gaskell ;  First  Lieutenant,  Richard D.  Mitchell ;  Second  Lieutenant, 
Alexander  A.  Yard.  Company  K — Captain,  Morris  II.  Stratton;  First  Lieutenant, 
Frederick  von  Klitzing;  Second  Lieutenant,  Lambert  L.  Mulfoid.  Company  L — Car- 
tain,  Enrich  von  Pannwitz  ;  First  Lieutenant,  Julius  von  lludolphi;  Secoud  Lieuten- 
ant, Sigismund  von  Braida.  Company  J/— Captain,  Charles  F.  Fcrnald;  First  Lieu- 
tenant, John  N.  Givcns  ;  Second  Lieutenant,  Frank  T.  Adams. 


CHAPTER    XXVII. 

THE      THIRTY-THIRD      REGIMENT. 

The  Thirty-third  regiment  was  raised  in  the  summer  of  1863, 
under  an  authorization  issued  to  Colonel  Mindil,  formerly  of  the 
Twenty-seventh,  being  the  first  veteran  regiment  raised  in  con- 
formity to  the  conditions  of  the  new  system,  permitting  the  recruit- 
ing of  "  Veteran  Volunteers."  A  call  for  extra  troops  being  made 
about  the  same  time,  Colonel  Mindil  was  directed  to  recruit  mainly 
in  the  northern  part  of  the  State,  and  when  completed,  the  regi- 
ment represented  almost  exclusively  the  counties  of  Essex,  Morris, 
Passaic  and  Hudson — fully  three-fourths  of  the  men  being  credited 
to  the  quota  of  Newark.1     Liberal  bounties  being  offered  at  this 

1  As  originally  ordered,  four  companies,  A,  B,  C  and  F,  were  to  be  recruited  exclu- 
sively from  Newark ;  one  company,  D,  in  Paterson ;  one  company,  H,  in  Hobokcn ; 
one  company,  K,  in  Jersey  City;  one  company,  G,  in  Morris,  Hudson  and  Essex;  one 
company,  E,  in  Camden  and  Essex ;  one  company,  I,  in  Essex,  Hudson  and  Morris. 
But  few  men  were  obtained  from  Camden,  the  regiments  under  organization  at  Beverly 
and  Trenton  taking  the  men  from  that  quarter. 

The  original  roster  of  the  regiment  was  as  follows  : 

Colonel,  George  W.  Mindil;  Lieutenant-Colonel,  Enos  Fouratt;  Major,  David  A. 
Peloubet ;  Adjutant,  William  H.  Lambert ;  Quartermaster,  James  B.  Titman ;  Sur- 
geon, James  Rcilcy ;  Assistant-Surgeons,  J.  Henry  Stiger,  Charles  W.  Stiekney;  Chap- 
lain, John  Faull.  Company  A — Captain,  William  G.  Boggs;  First  Lieutenant,  George 
M.  Harris;  Second  Lieutenant,  William  L.  Shaw.  Company  B — Captain,  James  K. 
Sandford;  First  Lieutenant,  James  A.  Somerville;  Second  Lieutenant,  James  Warner. 
'""inpany  C — Captain,  Amzi  S.  Taylor;  First  Lieutenant,  Henry  F.  Sherwood;  Second 
Lieutenant,  Charles  A,  Sutton.  Company  D — Captain,  Charles  Coiirtois ;  First  Lieu- 
tenant, James  T.  Gibson;  Second  Lieutenant,  William  A.  Miller.  Company  E—  Cap- 
tain, John  Sandford  ;  First  Lieutenant,  Charles  J.  Field;  Second  Lieutenant,  Joseph 
L  Miller.  Company  F—  Captain,  Thomas  O'Connor;  First  Lieutenant,  George  L. 
Bcgbic;  Second  Lieutenant,  Alexander  Eason.  Company  G — Captain,  Henry  C.  Bart- 
1'tt;  First  Lieutenant,  John  J.  Toii'ey;  Second  Lieutenant,  William  H.  Harrison. 
Company  H— Captain,  Barent  Frazer,  Jr. ;  First  Lieutenant,  Thomas  II.  Lee;  Second 
Lieutenant,  Joseph  P.  Consc.  Company  I—  Captain,  Samuel  F.  Waldrori;  First  Lieu- 
tenant, J.  Warren  Kitchcll;  Second  Lieutenant, .Frank  Childs.  Company  K—  Captain, 
William  McCoy ;  First  Lieutenant,  William  II.  Cochran;  Second  Lieutenant,  Francis 
Tally. 

77 
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time,  the  work  of  recruitment  made  rapid  progress,  the  regiment 
being  mustered  into  the  service  of  the  United  States  on  the  3d  of 
September — only  fifty-five  days  after  the  rendezvous  at  Newark 
was  opened.  The  command  was  in  all  respects  a  superior  one, 
seven-eighths  of  the  officers  and  three-fourths  of  the  men  having 
already  seen  service  in  the  field.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Enos  Fouratt 
had  participated  in  all  the  battles  of  the  First  New  Jersey  Brigade ; 
the  Adjutant  had  served  acceptably  with  the  Twenty -seventh, 
while  the  entire  field  and  staff,  and  most  of  the  officers  of  the  line, 
had  previously  held  commands  equal  in  importance  and  responsi- 
bility to  those  now  filled.  The  regiment  was  uniformed  in  the 
Zouave  dress,  and  armed  with,  the  best  Springfield  rifles. 

On  the  8th  of  September  the  regiment,  under  orders  from  the 
War  Department,  broke  camp,  and  the  next  morning  embarking  on 
transports  lying  in  the  Passaic,  proceeded  to  Washington,  crossing 
on  the  13th  into  Virginia,  and  two  days  after  marching  for  War- 
renton,  having  in  charge  a  train  of  thirty  wagons  loaded  with  sup- 
plies and  ammunition.  Upon  approaching  Warrenton  it  was  found 
that  General  Meade  had  advanced  to  Culpepper,  and  that  a  body 
of  rebel  cavalry  had  occupied  the  abandoned  town.  Showing,  how- 
ever, a  formidable  front,  the  regiment  boldly  advanced,  and,  the 
enemy  retiring,  promptly  occupied  the  place,  going  into  camp  in  a 
strong  position  just  outside  of  the  village  limits.  Here  the  com- 
mand remained  until  the  19th,  when  it  proceeded  to  Warrenton 
Junction,  Colonel  Mindil  hoping  at  that  point  to  open  communica- 
tion with  General  Meade  and  procure  orders  as  to  his  subsequent 
movements.  In  this  he  was  successful,  the  regiment  being  ordered 
to  report  to  General  Howard  of  the  Eleventh  Corps,  which,  in  con- 
nection with  the  Twelfth  Corps,  was  guarding  the  line  of  the  Orange 
and  Alexandria  Eailroad.  Here,  with  a  view  of  preparing  the 
regiment  for  action,  which  was  regarded  as  imminent,  four  drill- 
daily,  of  one  hour  each,  were  ordered,  and  the  men  rapidly  increased 
in  efficiency.  The  command,  however,  was  not  to  measure  strength 
with  the  enemy  on  that  field.  On  the  21th,  orders  were  received 
to  prepare  immediately  for  ainovement.  Inquiry  at  headquarters 
developed  the  fact  that  in  view  of  the  reverse  at  CMckamaugn, 
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it  was  deemed  necessary  to  immediately  reinforce  the  Army  of  the 
Cumberland,  then  holding  the  defenses  of  Chattanooga,  and  that 
for  this  purpose  the  Eleventh  and  Twelfth  Corps,  under  General 
Hooker,  were  to  be  dispatched  to  the  West.  This  was  a  surprise  to 
the  men  of  the  Thirty-third,  but  they  promptly  acquiesced,  and  on 
the  morning  of  the  25th,  the  regiment  set  out  for  Washington, 
whence,  the  same  night,  it  departed  by  rail  for  the  West.  Orders 
from  General  Meade  to  stop  the  regiment  and  return  it  to  the  Army 
of  the  Potomac,  had  been  received  by  General  Howard  at  Manassas, 
and  by  General  Hooker  at  Washington,  but  in  each  case  the  regi- 
ment had  departed  before  the  dispatches  came  to  hand.  The  regi- 
ment had  been  recruited  with  a  view  to  service  in  the  West,  and 
it  seemed  destined  to  go  there  in  spite  of  eyerything. 

From  the  Relay  House,  the  regiment  travelled  by  rail  by  way  of 
Harper's  Ferry,  Grafton  and  Benwood,  through  the  States  of  Ohio 
and  Indiana  to  Indianapolis,  and  thence  to  Jefferson ville,  where  the 
Ohio  River  was  crossed,  and  cars  were  taken  from  Louisville  to 
Nashville,  Tennessee,  reaching  the  latter  early  on  the  morning  of 
the  30th  (September).  Bridgeport,  a  military  station  on  the  Tennes- 
see River,  in  the  northeastern  part  of  Alabama,  and  distant  about 
two  days  march  from  Chattanooga,  was  reached  the  same  evening, 
the  regiment  bivouacking  for  the  night,  and  the  following  day 
establishing  a  regular  encampment.  Here,  the  command  once  more 
engaged  in  active  drill,  making  such  satisfactory  progress  as  to 
elicit  not  only  the  warmest  expressions  of  approbation  from 
General  Howard,  but  also  a  request  for  a  permanent  detail 
from  the  regiment  for  guard  duty  at  Corps  Headquarters.  On 
the  18th  of  October,  Colonel  Mindil  was  ordered  to  proceed 
with  three  regiments  to  the  mouth  of  Battle  Creek,  about  six  miles 
distant  on  the  wagon  road  to  Chattanooga,  for  the  purpose  of 
relieving  General  Morgan's  Brigade  of  Western  troops,  then  hold- 
ing the  place.  The  designated  point  was  reached  on  the  following 
day,  and  General  Morgan's  Brigade  moving  forward  to  Chatta- 
nooga, his  quarters  were  at  once  occupied  by  the  relieving  brigade. 
This  temporary  brigade,  to  the  command  of  which  Colonel  Mindil 
had   been   assigned,    consisted    of  the   Thirty-third   New    Jersey, 
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Twenty-seventh  and  Seventy-third  Pennsylvania,  and  Eightieth 
Illinois  Volunteers,  and  their  duty  was  to  protect  the  pontoon 
bridge  across  Battle  Creek,  on  the  only  wagon  road  to  Chattanooga 
then  in  our  possession,  as  well  as  to  picket  the  surrounding  country 
and  assist  the  heavy  trains  of  supplies  in  moving  over  the  muddy 
and  worn-out  roads,  which  required  frequent  repairs,  by  new  drain- 
age, corduroy,  &c.  The  Thirty-third  regiment  was  assigned  to  the 
camp  lately  occupied  by  the  Thirty-fourth  Illinois,  consisting 
mostly  of  small  frame  structures,  which  were  welcome,  indeed,  as 
a  protection  against  the  heavy  rains  then  prevailing.  On  the  24th 
of  October,  the  three  regiments  were  ordered  back  to  Bridgeport 
to  rejoin  the  corps,  which  had  been  ordered  to  advance,  and  Mindil 
was  left  alone  with  the  Thirty-third  regiment  in  this  isolated 
position,  to  do  the  heavy  labor  formerly  assigned  to  a  brigade.  On 
the  25th,  he  ordered  forward  to  Jasper  (a  small  village  some  five 
miles  distant),  two  companies  of  about  one  hundred  and  twenty 
men,  under  Captain  Boggs,  to  occupy  the  town  and  to  send  still 
further  forward  to  the  Sequatchie  River  a  permanent  picket  of 
twenty  men  and  one  officer,  to  guard  the  bridge  on  the  wagon  road 
over  that  stream.  Thus  the  roads,  for  a  distance  of  six  miles,  were 
under  the  immediate  care  of  the  Thirty-third,  and  the  men  were 
constantly  employed  in  guarding  and  repairing  them.  In  the 
meantime  (on  the  26th),  the  Eleventh  Corps,  with  Geary's  Division 
of  the  Twelfth  Corps,  all  under  Hooker,  had  been  ordered  across 
the  Tennessee  to  open  the  road  to  Chattanooga  on  that  side  of  the 
river,  it  having  been  found  impossible  to  supply  General  Thomas' 
army  by  the  road  held  by  the  Thirty-third,  and  by  the  few  steamers 
plying  on  the  river  between  Bridgeport  and  ';  the  front."  Hooker 
moved  forward  and  fought  the  successful  battles  of  Lookout  Valley 
and  Wauhatchie — being  the  first  victories  achieved  on  Western 
ground  by  Eastern  troops — driving  the  rebels  from  the  valley  up 
the  sides  of  the  mountain,  and  thus  opening  the  road  from  Kelly's 
Ferry  to  Brown's,  by  which  supplies  could  be  forwarded  direct  to 
Chattanooga,  by  steamer,  from  Bridgeport  to  Kelly's  Ferry,  and 
thence  by  wagons  to  Brown's,  where  the  Tennessee  was  crossed  by 
a  pontoon  bridge.     Had  Hooker  failed  in  this  movement,  directed 
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by  Grant,  the  consequences  could  not  have  been  otherwise  than 
most  serious ;  Chattanooga  would  probably  have  been  abandoned, 
since  it  was  impossible  to  keep  the  army  there  in  supplies ;  and  the 
whole  current  of  the  war  in  that  quarter  would,  almost  inevitably, 
have  been  changed. 

There  being  no  longer  a  necessity  for  the  retention  of  troops  at 
Battle  Creek,  the  Thirty-third  moved  forward,  on  the  4th  of 
November,  to  rejoin  its  corps  in  Lookout  Valley,  reaching  the 
brigade  camp  on  the  morning  of  the  6th.  This  camp  was  situated 
behind  earthworks,  which  had  been  constructed  on  the  summit  of 
the  lower  series  of  ridges  separating  the  valley  from  the  mountain 
held  by  the  rebels.  The  Thirty-third  was  assigned  a  position  in 
support  of  the  first  line  of  the  brigade  behind  and  at  the  foot  of 
the  ridge,  but  still  partially  in  view  of  the  enemy's  position  on  the 
crest  of  Lookout.  In  this  new  encampment,  the  regiment  renewed 
its  drills,  reviews  and  parades,  and  attained  still  higher  efficiency — 
acquiring  steadiness  especially  in  the  performance  of  actual  picket 
duty  in  sight  of  the  foe.  The  rebels  amused  themselves  by  con- 
tinually shelling  either  the  passing  trains  in  the  valley  or  the 
position  of  our  forces  on  the  surrounding,  but  lower  hills,  but  their 
shots  inflicted  little  damage,  owing  to  the  height  of  their  position 
and  depression  of  the  guns.2  , 


2  When  the  regiment  left  Battle  Creek,  wagon  transportation  for  the  necessary  bag- 
gage could  not  be  obtained,  and  it  was  left  behind  in  charge  of  the  Quartermaster, 
Lieutenant  Libman,  with  a  small  guard  of  convalescents,  who  were  unable  to  march, 
to  be  brought  up  by  water  to  Kelley's  Ferry.  This  guard,  together  with  the  regimen- 
tal stores,  officers'  baggage  and  records  of  the  Adjutant's  office,  were  placed  upon  & 
large  barge,  or  flat-boat,  and  on  the  evening  of  the  7th  of  November  were  taken  in  tow 
by  one  of  the  regular  steamboats  en  route  from  Bridgeport  to  the  Ferry — the  guard  of 
sick  men  being  in  charge  of  Lieutenant  Somcrville;  the  baggage  under  the  care  of 
tiie  Quartermaster.  But  neither  was  destined  to  reach  the  destination  in  safety.  The 
incidents  of  the  trip  are  thus  recorded  by  the  correspondent  of  the  Newark  Daily 
Advertiser  :  "Until  within  about  six  miles  of  the  ferry,  and  until  about  two  o'clock 
Sunday  morning,  the  steamboat's  furnace  had  been  fed  with  mixed  green  and  dried 
Wr>od.  At  that  time,  the  fireman  being  out  of  green  wood  was  compelled  to  use  alto- 
gether dry,  principally  rails.  The  rate  of  speed  was  thereby  suddenly  and  considera- 
bly increased,  and  soon  proved  too  rapid  for  the  broad-bowed  barge  in  tow,  and  its  bow 
*3S  dragged  and  finally  dipped  under  water,  when  the  swift  and  strong  current  of  the 
lennessee  swept  oil'  all  save,  the  heaviest  articles  of  her  cargo,  and  floated  them  down 
the  stream.  The  barge  being  lightened  soon  righted,  although  filled  with  water.  For- 
Innately  the  majority  of  the  men,  with  the  Quartermaster  andthc  Lieutenant,  had  gone 
on  board  of  the  steamboat;  only  ten  or  twelve  who  had  comfortably  stowed  them- 
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At  length,  on  the  22d  of  November^  the  regiment  again  moved- 
out  on  active  service,  marching  to  Brown's  Ferry,  and  thence, 
through  the  camps  of  Sherman's  forces,  who  had  arrived  from  the 
Mississippi,  to  and  beyond  the  town  of  Chattanooga,  where  it 
bivouacked  in  front  of  Fort  TVrood.  Grant  had  at  this  time  arrived 
at  Chattanooga,  and  his  presence,  with  that  of  his  faithful  Lieu- 
tenant, Sherman,  and  the  heroes  of  Donelson  and  Vicksburg,  gave 
promise  of  hot  work  at  no  distant  day.  The  morning  dawned,  but 
beyond  an  occasional  discharge  of  ordnance,  there  was  nothing 
indicative  of  preparations  for  battle.  Indeed,  our  army  spread  out 
along  the  plain  seemed  more  ready  for  grand  review  than  for 
engagement,  and  so  the  enemy  thought,  as  Bragg  afterwards  con- 
fessed. Noon  came,  but  still  no  orders  reached  the  Thirty-third, 
although  on  the  extreme  right  the  western  troops  had  already  corn- 


selves  away  amidst  the  canvass  remained.  These  were  all  floated  off"  the  moment  the 
barge  dipped.  The  instant  she  righted  the  Quartermaster  jnmped  upon  her,  and 
assisted  by  some  few  others,  made  strenuous  efforts  to  rescue  the  men  who  had  been 
thrown  into  the  river.  The  Quartermaster  succeeded  in  pulling  out  three-  a  few  saved 
themselves,  but  despite  all  the  efforts,  four  men  sank  to  rise  no  more  alive.  Theodore 
Drake  and  Oscar  C.  Lnthrop,  of  Company  C,  Patrick  Delany,  of  Company  F,  and  Louis 
Wilte,  of  Company  I,  were  the  names  of  the  men  thus 'suddenly  and  unexpectedly 
rushed  from  life  into  the  mystery  of  death.  After  having  backed  water  and  going 
down  stream  with  the  intention  of  affording  aid  to  the  men  overboard,  the  barge  was 
cut  loose  and  the  steamboat  kept  on  to  the  ferry,  on  arrival  at  which  the  Quartermas- 
ter procured  a  pontoon  boat,  and  with  a  volunteer  crew  of  three  others,  went  down" 
the  river  to  secure  what  might  be  saved  from  the  wreck.  Some  of  the  baggage  floated 
down  the  stream,  some  drifted  ashore,  sunk,  and  very  little  remained  on  board  the 
barge.  Part  of  that  which  floated  down  the  river  was  broken  open  and  the  contents 
scattered  over  the  waters  ;  part  of  that  which  drifted  ashore  was  found  by  citizens  or 
soldiers,  who  after  taking  therefrom  all  they  considered  convenient  or  useful,  to  prove 
their  honesty  restored  the  balance :  that  which  sunk  was  lost ;  that  which  remained 
in  the  barge  was  recovered.  The  Quartermaster  returned  after  an  absence  of  ten  days, 
having  secured  a  considerable  quantity  of  baggage,  and  yet  in  proportion  to  the  whole, 
comparatively  small." 

Cololonel  Mindil  writes  of  this  sad  affair:  "The  Quartermaster  was  much  blamed 
by  the  officers  for  this  mishap,  many  of  them  asking  for  his  trial.  I  was  convinced, 
however,  by  the  testimony  of  the  Captain  of  the  boat  and  of  other  disinterested  wit- 
nesses, not  only  of  Lieutenant  Libman's  innocence  of  these  charges,  but  of  his  cool- 
ness and  bravery  in  rescuing  some  of  the  drowning  men,  and  of  his  indefatigable  exer- 
tions in  recovering  that  portion  of  the  baggage  which  was  found  and  restored.  But 
for  his  coolness  and  courage,  three  more  lives  would  have  been  lost,  and  had  he  not 
been  an  indefatigable,  faithful  officer,  nothing  would  have  been  recovered.  Instead  of 
censure,  Lieutenant  James  R.  Libman  deserves  praise  for  his  gallant  behavior.  The 
cause  of  the  accident  was  beyond  control,  and  there  is  no  one  who  should  receive  the 
least  blame.  These  being  my  views  then,  I  deemed  a  Court  of  Inquiry  useless,  and  the 
matter  passed  over  without  a  regular  official  inquiry." 
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menced  to  advance.  Soon  a  few  rifle  shots  were  heard,,  then  brisk 
skirmishing,  then  volleys  of  musketry  and  rapid  discharges  of 
heavy  artillery.  Looking  to  the  right,  our  gallant  veterans  were 
seen  pressing  bravely  forward,  steadily  gaining  ground.  And  now 
orders  came  to  the  Thirty-third  u  to  unsling  and  pile  knapsacks,7' 
and  move  diagonally  forward  to  the  left.  Moving  the  short  dis- 
tance the  corps  was  formed  for  action  in  two  lines,  the  sounds  of 
battle  on  the  right  growing  momentarily  louder.  Soon,  an  aid 
from  Howard  having  delivered  orders,  the  brigade  moved  into  the 
plain  beneath  and  towards  a  clump  of  woods  skirting  Citico  Creek, 
at  a  point  where  the  Atlanta  Eailroad  crossed  a  small  stone  bridge 
— the  Thirty-third  New  Jersey  and  tbe  One  Hundred  and  Thirty- 
fourth  New  York  forming  the  first  line,  and  the  Twenty-seventh 
and  Seventy-third  Pennsylvania  and  One  Hundred  and  Fifty-fourth 
New  York,  a  second  line  in  support.  The  regiments  of  the  first 
line  at  once  sent  out  skirmishers  to  feel  for  the  enemy  and  under 
their  cover  the  advance  was  made.  Captain  Boggs,  with  Company 
A,  deployed  along  the  front  of  the  Thirty-third,  and  about  one 
hundred  and  fifty  yards  in  advance,  proceeded  some  twenty  paces, 
when  a  heavy  fire  was  opened  upon  him  and  the  regiment  from 
every  side — from  the  woods  in  front,  from  under  the  stone  bridge 
and  from  behind  several  small  buildings  in  possession  of  the  foe. 
Our  object  being  to  gain  possession  of  these  buildings  and  of  the 
bridge  in  order  to  hold  the  line  of  the  creek,  the  extreme  left  of 
General  Thomas'  army,  the  Thirty-third,  for  the  first  time  in  action, 
continued  to  advance,  despite  the  heavy  fire.  Company  A  not 
being  strong  enough  to  push  back  the  enemy's  sharpshooters,  who 
were  well  posted,  Captain  O'Connor,  Company  F,  was  advanced  as 
a  reinforcement,  when  Colonel  Mindil  led  both  companies  to  the 
attack.  Under  a  brisk  fire,  the  men  still  continued  to  gain  ground, 
and  the  enemy  soon  retired  behind  the  creek,  still  holding,  how- 
ever, the  buildings  and  the  bridge.  But  the  advance  was  not  made 
without  loss.  The  brave  Captain  Boggs,  while  gallantly  encour- 
aging his  men,  was  shot  in  the  arm  by  a  sharpshooter,  and  was 
obliged  to  leave  the  field,  while  several  other  casualties  were 
suffered.     The  regiment  now  halted,  awaiting  the  arrival  of  the 
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troops  on  the  right,  but  the  fire  from  behind  the  buildings  proving 
a  serious  annoyance  to  the  men  in  the  second  line,  Colonel  Mindil 
was  soon  ordered  to  charge  forward  with  his  whole  command  and 
dislodge  the  enemy — which  was  done  at  qnce,  the  regiment,  with  a 
cheer,  rushing  to  the  assault.  The  enemy  fired  rapidly  and  wildly, 
and  unable  to  resist  our  assault,  the  buildings  were  soon  in  posses- 
sion of  the  assailants.  But  in  this  movement  also  the  regiment 
suffered  a  severe  loss,  Captain  Waldron,  while  bravely  moving 
forward  on  the  right  of  his  company  (I),  on  the  extreme  right  of 
the  regiment,  falling  dead,  shot  through  the  head  by  a  sharpshooter 
from  behind  the  very  house  which  his  company,  only  a  few 
moments  later,  occupied.  He  had  just  received  the  order  to  take 
this  building  when  the  fatal  bullet  struck  him.  Brave  and  cool,  in 
all  respects  an  accomplished  officer,  the  regiment  in  his  death  sus- 
tained a  loss  which  could  not  easily  be  repaired.  Lieutenant 
Toffey,  of  Company  G,  who  had  been  directed  to  assume  command 
of  Company  A  after  Captain  Boggs  was  wounded,  was  likewise 
severely  wounded  before  he  had  time  to  give  an  order.  Thus  far 
the  regiment  had  acted  nobly  and  gained  several  advantages  of 
position,  but  its  success  was  won  at  a  costly  price  in  the  loss  of 
these  efficient  officers. 

In  the  meantime,  and  while  the  regiment  was  charging  in  line, 
Captain  O'Connor,  with  Companies  F  and  A,  had  succeeded  in 
gaining  the  banks  of  the  creek,  and  had  even  pushed  some  of  his 
men  across  on  the  flank  of  the  enemy  occupying  the  bridge,  but 
the  regiment  having  halted,  the  enemy  directed  all  their  fury 
against  his  little  command,  compelling  him  to  apply  for. assistance 
to  enable  him  to  save  his  command.  This  had  been  foreseen  by 
Colonel  Mindil,  who  had  already  ordered  forward  Company  E, 
Captain  Charles  Fields,  with  Major  D.  A.  Peloubet  accompanying, 
who  was  to  establish  the  line  in  front.  On  reaching  the  front,  the 
Major  found  several  of  O'Connor's  men  across  the  creek,  and 
returning  for  orders,  was  directed  to  apprise  the  General  command- 
ing the  division  of  the  situation  and  ask  for  orders.  Before  he 
returned,  however,  orders  were  received  to  hold  the  .line  of  the 
creek  merely,  and  Adjutant  Lambert  was  directed  to  convey  the 
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information  to  Captain  O'Connor.  Owing  to  the  heavy  fire  of  the 
enemy,  the  regiment  was  ordered  to  lie  down  close  to  the  ground, 
so  as  to  escape  the  constant  shower  of  bullets — O'Connor's  men 
meanwhile  being  protected  by  the  trees  from  behind  wThich  they 
had  driven  the  rebels.  In  order  to  reach  O'Connor's  position, 
however,  it  was  necessary  to  pass  over  open  ground,  in  full  view  of 
the  enemy  on  the  bridge,  and  this  duty  Adjutant  Lambert  per- 
formed with  conspicuous  gallantry.  Mounting  the  Major's  horse, 
he  galloped  forward  under  a  heavy  fire,  when  a  well-directed  shot 
carried  his  horse  from  under  him.  Not  in  the  least  disconcerted, 
he  extricated  himself  from  the  fallen  animal,  and  pushing  bravely 
on,  reached  and  delivered  his  orders  to  O'Connor,  who,  upon 
receiving  them,  immediately  recalled  his  daring  men  and  re- 
established his  line  on  one  side  of  the  creek.  All  having  been 
gained  that  was  desired,  the  regiment  now  merely  directed  its 
efforts  to  holding  its  position,  which  it  did  successfully.  Night 
coming  on,  the  Thirty-third  was  relieved  by  another  (fresh)  regi- 
ment of  the  brigade,  and  moved  back  to  take  its  place  in  the 
reserve.  It  had  fought  its  first  battle,  acting  bravely  and  wTell,  and 
the  men  as  they  bivouacked  under  the  stars  felt,  justly,  that  they 
had  sustained  on  that  "Western  field  the  brilliant  reputation  which 
New  Jersey  soldiers  had  gained  in  the  East.  General  Howard, 
who  had  witnessed  the  gallant  charge  and  steadiness  of  action, 
warmly  complimented  the  command  on  its  splendid  behavior.  The 
aggregate  loss  of  the  regiment,  considering  the  work  accomplished, 
was  not  large,  amounting  to  one  officer  killed  and  two  wounded, 
and  one  private  killed  and  twelve  wounded.3 


3  The  following  is  Colonel  Mindil's  report  of  this  engagement: 

"Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  movements  of  the 
Thirty-third  New  'Jersey  volunteers,  from  the  time  of  its  departure  from  camp  in 
Lookout  Valley,  at  three  o'clock,  p.  m.,  on  thc2:2d  of  November  last.  In  connection 
with  the  rest  of  the  Eleventh  Corps,  the  regiment  moved  on  the  afternoon  of  that  clay 
in  heavy  marching  order,  crossed  the  Tennessee  at  Brown's  Ferry,  and  bivouacked  for 
the  night  on  the  plain  beyond  Chattanooga,  about  two  hundred  yards  to  the  right  of 
Fort  Wood.  On  the  afternoon  of  the  follow ing day  (23d,)  skirmishing  was  commenced 
between  the  armies  in  our  front,  and  at  three  o'clock,  p.  m.,  the  corps  proceeded  to 
move  towards  the  position  assigned  it.  The  First  Brigade,  Second  Division,  of  which 
my  command  formed  part,  being  arranged  in  two  lines— the  outer  consisting  of  the 
One  Hundred  and  Thirty-fourth  New  York  on  the  right,  and  the  Thirty-third  New 
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The  entire  army  now  ceased  firing,  and  all  rested  for  the  night 
on  the  ground  gained  daring  the  day  from  the  pickets,  advance 
guards  and  outlying  reserves  of  the  enemy.  On  the  24th,  the 
regiment  was  early  formed  in  line,  but  the  enemy  having  been  dis- 
lodged from  the  bridge  by  a  flank  attack  of  other  commands,  it 
did  not  become  engaged.  Later,  however,  it  was  again  called  to 
dangerous  service.  During  the  previous  night,  under  cover  of  the 
fighting  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  Sherman  had  succeeded 
in  laying  pontoons  across  the  Tennessee,  near  the  mouth  of  the 
Chickamauga.  Here  he  was  to  cross  early  on  the  morning  of  the 
24th,  and  assail  and  turn  the  enemy's  right,  so  as  to  interpose 
between  Bragg  and  Longstreet,  the  latter  being  on  his  way  to 
Knoxville.     General  Grant,  learning  that  Sherman  was  crossing 


Jersey  on  the  left,  in  deployed  order— with  skirmishers  about  one  hundred  and  fifty 
paces  in  advance.  The  second,  comprising  the  Seventy-third  and  Twenty-seventh 
Pennsylvania,  and  One  Hundred  and  Fifty-fourth  New  York,  in  columns  in  mass  at 
supporting  distance.  These  dispositions  were  made  in  an  open  field  about  five  hundred 
yards  from  Fort  "Wood,  fronting  Citico  Creek,  with  the  left  flank  protected  by  a  rail- 
road embankment.  The  order  to  "  forward1'  was  given  and  the  regiment  proceeded  to 
advance.  Hardly  had  the  line  of  skirmishers  gained  ten  paces  ere  it  was  fired  upon 
from  the  woods  skirting  the  creek,  from  behind  the  railroad  bridge,  and  from  under  cover 
of  several  buildings.  The  enemy  being  well  protected,  at  short  range  and  in  considerable 
force  fired  very  destructively,  and  Captain  Boggs,  of  Company  A,  fell  wounded  at  the 
first  discharge,  while  gallantly  advancing  his  deployed  line.  Notwithstanding  the  sever- 
ity of  the  fire,  the  advance  was  continued,  and  Captain  O'Connor,  with  his  company, 
was  sent  to  reinforce  the  line  in  front.  This  additional  force  compelled  the  enemy  to 
leave  their  position  on  this  side,  and  to  retire  behind  the  creek.  My  line  of  skirmish- 
ers had  now  reached  the  creek,  and  on  its  bank  a  very  hot  and  lively  contest  ensued, 
the  contending  parties  being  but  ten  yards  apart.  Both  having  availed  themselves  of 
the  shelter  of  the  trees,  but  little  loss  was  inflicted.  In  the  absence  of  orders,  and 
believing  it  was  the  intention  to  advance  until  the  Held  was  won,  I  moved  forward 
Company  E,  Captain  Field  commanding,  and  ordered  Captain  O'Connor  to  cross  the 
creek  at  all  hazards — his  force  now  amounting  to  about  one  hundred  and  sixty  men, 
at  the  same  time  charging  forward  with  the  rest  of  the  regiment,  under  a  heavy  fire, 
to  within  fifty  yards  of  the  enemy  behind  the  walls  of  the  bridge,  so  as  to  give  him 
support.  Simultaneously  I  sent  the  Major  to  acquaint  the  Brigade  Commander  with 
our  position,  and  for  further  orders.  The  order  came  to  merely  hold  the  creek,  but  it 
was  not  received  in  time  to  check  the  onward  progress  of  our  skirmishers,  who  dashed 
into  the  stream  regardless  of  its  depth— with  water  to  the  waist,  moving  in  spite  of 
the  determined  resistance  otlercd,  thus  gaining  foothold  on  the  opposite  bank.  In 
obedience  to  instructions'received,  I  ordered  Captain  O'Connor  to  hold  this  side  of  the 
creek,  and  prevent  the  enemy  from  crossing  in  turn.  Night  soon  ended  the  firing. 
and  at  about  eight  o'clock,  p.  m.,  the  regiment  was  relieved  by  the  Twenty-seventh 
Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  bivouacking  for  the  night  about  three  hundred  yards  in 
rear. 

Accompanying  you  will  fiud  a  list  of  the  killed  and  wounded ;  the  loss  of  officers  was 
uuusually  severe.    Captain  Waldrou,  of  Company  I,  was  instantly  killed  at  the  head 
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his  forces,  at  once  directed  General  Howard  to  establish  a  connec- 
tion, and  for  this  purpose  Colonel  Mindil  was  ordered  to  cross  the 
railroad  track,  thence  to  cross  Citico  Creek  below  the  bridge  so 
stubbornly  held  by  the  enemy  the  night  before,  and,  passing  around 
their  right  flank,  endeavor  to  reach  Sherman,  about  a  mile  and  a 
half  distant.  Under  the  direction  of  General  Howard,  Mindil 
effected  the  crossing  of  the  creek,  and  at  once  made  the  necessary 
dispositions  to  advance,  by  throwing  out  skirmishers  on  the  front 
and  right.  These  skirmishers  soon  became  engaged  with  the 
enemy,  who  was  advantageously  posted  behind  the  railroad 
embankment,  and  General  Howard  fearing  that  the  enemy  might 
prove  too  strong,  ordered  two  additional  regiments — the  Twenty- 
seventh  and  Seventy-third  Pennsylvania — to  Mindil's  assistance, 
when  the  advance  was  continued,  the  brave  and  veteran  Captain 
Bartlett  guarding  well,  with  Company  I,  the  exposed  flank  of  the 
Thirty-third. 

So  well,  indeed,  did  he   manceuver  his   skirmishers,  that  the 

of  his  company  while  the  regiment  "was  charging  in  line.  A  soldier  by  profession,  and 
a  veteran  of  former  fights,  he  yielded  his  life  in  defence  of  the  flag  he  had  sworn  to 
support,  I  sympathize  with  Captain  Boggs,  Lieutenant  Toffey  and  the  rest  of  the 
wounded — it  is  consoling  to  know  they  were  injured  in  a  righteous  cause  with  face  to 
the  foe.  As  lor  the  officers  and  men,  all  performed  their  duty  unflinchingly,  and  where 
all  act  well  it  is  impossible  to  discriminate.  For  a  regiment  of  but  three  months  crea- 
tion, without  much  drill  and  discipline,  the  Thirty-third  did  remarkably  well.  I  feel 
confident  the  regiment  can  now  be  relied  upon  for  any  emergency,  as  the  men  will 
perform  their  whole  duty.  I  would  bear  testimony  to  the  efficiency  and  gallantry 
of  the  staff;  Lieutenant  Lambert,  Adjutant,  for  promptness  displayed  in  conveying 
my  orders  to  the  most  exposed  position— to  Chaplain  John  Faull,  my  thanks  as  well 
as  those  of  the  command  are  due,  for  fearlessness  manifested  in  relieving  the  wounded 
by  personally  removing  them,  with  the  aid  of  the  Drum  Corps,  to  the  Surgeon  in  rear. 
Doctor  Stiger  remained  with  the  regiment  at  all  times,  performing  his  operations  under 
the  fire  of  the  enemy." 

The  list  of  killed  and  wounded  was  found  to  be  as  follows  : 

Killed— Captain  Samuel  F.  Waldron,  Company  I,  gun-shot  through  the  heart; 
Thomas  Marsh,  Private,  Company  II,  gun-shot  in  the  head. 

Witemlcdr— Captain  William  G.  Boggs,  Company  A,  left  arm  above  the  elbow,  severe 
—died  about  a  month  afterwards  in  hospital  from  its  eflects ;  Lieutenant  John  J.  Toffey, 
Company  G,  right  hip,  serious— was  never  able  to  rejoin  the  regiment,  but  entered  the 
Invalid  Corps.  Company  A— Corporal  Christian  Switzcr,  both  legs,  serious  ;  William 
J.  Atkins,  groin,  mortal— died  afterwards.  Company  C— William  McNeill,  groin, 
serious.  Company  D— John  Connell,  hand,  slight;  W.  II.  Post,  both  thighs,  serious. 
Company  E— Joseph  Swethurst,  leg,  slight.  Company  F— Corporal  William  Hearn, 
leg,  slight;  Francis  Moakler,  knee,  slight;  James  Lewis,  arm,  slight.  Company  I— 
Sergeant  Charles  Fongar,  hand,  s light ;  William  Bannan,  hand,  slight;  W.  II.  Kelley, 
hand,  flight. 
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enemy  was  unaware  of  the  march,  of  the  three  regiments,  and  their 
junction  with  General  Sherman  was  soou  effected,  without  the  loss 
of  a  single  man.  General  Howard  accompanied  the  command, 
and  here  for  the  first  time  met  Sherman,  with  whom  he  was  des- 
tined in  the  future  to  achieve  such  distinction.  The  day  was 
already  well  advanced,  and  it  was  raining  heavily ;  and  but  slight 
skirmishing  appeared  to  prevail.  As  soon  as  Sherman's  forces  had 
crossed,  the  Thirty-third  advanced  with  him — the  post  of  danger, 
the  exposed  right  flank,  being  assigned  to  that  regiment.  No 
enemy  in  any  strength,  however,  was  encountered,  and  the  regi- 
ment bivouacked  for  the  night  at  the  foot  of  Mission  Eidge,  near 
the  Tunnel,  over  which  the  enemy  was  strongly  posted.  Some  of 
the  Western  troops  had  already  gained  portions  of  the  crest,  by 
surprising  the  enemy  holding  them.  During  the  night,  heavy 
defences  of  stones  and  earth  were  thrown  up,  to  serve  as  a  base 
in  the  absence  of  connections  with  the  rest  of  the  army,  and  the 
men  were  told  to  be  ready  for  action  at  daylight  on  the  morrow. 

It  was  during  the  afternoon  of  this  same  day,  the  24th,  that — the 
enemy  having  massed  nearly  his  entire  force  over  the  Tunnel  to 
oppose  Sherman — Hooker,  with  Geary's  Division  of  the  Twelfth 
Corps,  and  Osterhaus'  Division  of  the  Fifteenth  Corps,  carried  the 
sides  and  crest  of  Lookout  Mountain,  planting  the  Stars  and 
Stripes  on  its  very  summit,  above  the  clouds  and  in  plain  view  of 
both  armies.  The  gains  of  the  day,  indeed,  had  been  of  the  most 
brilliant  character  throughout.  Sherman,  on  the  left,  had  gained 
a  fine  position  on  the  enemy's  right.  Thomas,  in  the  center,  held 
fast  to  the  rebels  posted  there,  in  constant  demonstrations;  while 
Hooker,  on  our  right,  by  his  grand  achievement,  was  placed  in 
position  to  attempt  the  turning  of  the  rebel  left  and  the  "  rolling 
up "  of  his  line — with  scarcely  a  possibility  of  failure  in  the 
attempt.  The  morrow  was  to  be  the  decisive  day,  and  the  night 
was  spent  by  both  armies  in  preparations  for  the  deadly  struggle. 

The  morning  of  the  25th  opened  with  sharp  firing  on  our  left, 
as  Sherman  carried  crest  after  crest — the  rebel  artillery  meanwhile 
thundering  along  our  entire  line  and  rendering  our  position  exceed- 
ingly uncomfortable.     At  eleven  o'clock,  Sherman  marshaled  his 
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forces  for  the  assault  of  the  rebel  left  on  the  Tunnel,  and  for  this 
purpose  the  Thirty-third  was  moved  to  the  right  through  the 
woods,  then  across  a  field,  in  fall  view  of  the  enemy,  into  another 
piece  of  wood,  directly  opposite  the  Tunnel.  The  Seventy-third 
Pennsylvania,  of  the  same  brigade,  was  ordered  to  the  front  as 
skirmishers,  and  the  Thirty-third  placed  in  position  in  the  rear  of  a 
fence,  as  a  support.  In  moving  forward  to  obtain  this  position,  the 
regiment  was  subjected  to  a  destructive  shell-fire  from  the  enemy's 
batteries,  which  caused  some  havoc  in  our  ranks,  bui  the  line 
moved  splendidly  forward,  occupied  the  alloted  space  and  reclined 
behind  the  protection  of  the  fence.  Sherman's  attack  was  heavy 
and  spirited  ;  but  the  heavy  masses  of  the  enemy  defied  assault, 
and  at  four  o'clock,  p.  m.,  the  regiments  were  withdrawn  from  the 
struggle  to  take  post  again  behind  their  intrenchments.  This 
heavy  demonstration,  however,  had  caused  the  enemy  to  reinforce 
heavily  his  right ;  and  the  left  and  center  being  weakened,  Sherman 
seized  his  advantage,  and  pushing  forward  Thomas  and  Hooker, 
carried  the  enemy's  left  and  center  and  drove  him  ingloriously 
from  the  ridge  in  his  front.  Owing  to  this  success,  the  enemy  also 
evacuated  in  Sherman's  front  during  the  night;  and  long  before 
dawn  of  the  26th,  the  eager  troops  were  ordered  in  pursuit.  Thus 
had  the  Thirty-third  taken  a  prominent  part  in  three  days  of  the 
heavy  fighting  of  the  ever-memorable  battle  of  Chattanooga,  and 
though  raw  and  inexperienced,  acquitted  itself  with  the  bravery 
and  tenacity  of  their  older,  veteran  comrades.  The  casualties  in 
the  fight  at  Mission  Eiclge,  on  the  25th  of  Kovember,  were  then 
reported  as  follows:  Company  B — Corporal  Henry  Stern,  shell, 
finger;  Henry  McDonnell,  shell,  finger.  Company  D — Wesley 
Conklin,  shell,  face.  Company  E — Samuel  Searing,  leg,  killed. 
Company  F — Julius  Bachmeyer,  shell,  hip  ;  Patrick  McDermott, 
shell,  knee.     Company  G — Lewis  Mangold,  shell,  arm. 

The  rest  of  the  Eleventh  Corps  had  now  arrived,  and  at  daylight 
of  the  26th  crossed  Chickamauga  Creek,  moving  down  behind 
Mission  Ridge  in  pursuit  of  the  flying,  disorganized  foe.  At  night, 
the  Thirty-third  came  up  with  the  rear-guard  of  the  rebels,  who 
were  dislodged  after  a  brief  skirmish,  and  the  men  bivouacked  for 
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the  night  some  four  miles  from  Graysville,  through  which  place 
they  marched  next  morning  towards  Parkin's  Gap,  with  a  view  of 
turning  the  enemy,  who  were  heavily  engaging  Hooker  at  King- 
gold.  Colonel  Mindil  was  now  placed  in  command  of  the  brigade, 
consisting  of  the  Twenty-seventh  and  Seventy-third  Pennsylvania, 
One  Hundred  and  Thirty-fourth  and  One  Hundred  and  Fifty-fourth 
New  York  and  Thirty -third  New  Jersey,  which  command  he  held 
during  the  remainder  of  the  campaign.  In  the  absence  of  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Fouratt,  who  was  sick  at  Nashville,  Major  Peloubet 
assumed  command  of  the  Thirty-third.  The  brigade  remained  at 
Parkin's  Gap  for  two  days,  during  which  it  destroyed  the  railroad 
at  Eed  Clay,  thus  severing  the  communication  between  Bragg  and 
Longstreet ;  but  it  had  sterner  work  before  it.  On  the  29th  orders 
were  received  to  move  towards  Kuoxville,  about  one  hundred  and 
twenty  miles  distant,  for  the  purpose  of  relieving  Burnside,  by 
coming  up  in  the  rear  of  Longstreet,  who  had  invested  the  place  ; 
and  on  the  same  day,  Sherman's  army  of  the  Mississippi,  Davis' 
Division  of  the  Fourteenth  Corps,  with  the  Fourth  and  Eleventh 
Corps,  moved  out  to  the  performance  of  the  task  to  which  they 
were  assigned.  How  that  duty  was  performed  by  the  Thirty-third, 
the  following  diary  of  the  march  exhibits : 

"  November  29th.  Moved  at  sis  o'clock,  a.  in.,  towards  Cleveland in  a  northeasterly 
direction,  arriving  there,  after  a  heavy  inarch  of  twenty-two  miles,  about  live  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon,  just  as  the  enemy's  cavalry  were  galloping  out  of  the  town. 

**  November  80th.  Moved  at  six  o'clock,  a.  m.,  for  Charleston,  arriving  thereat  two 
o'clock,  p.  m.,  driving  the  rebel  cavalry  precipitately  across  the  Hiawasee.  So  rapidly 
was  this  done  that  the  enemy  had  not  time  to  destroy  the  bridge  or  a  large  train 
of  cars  well  lillcd  with  Hour,  grain,  pork  and  molasses  ;  marched  thirteen  miles. 

"December  1st.  Our  troops  across  the  Hiawasee,  passed  through  Calhoun, ;  after  tilling 
their  haversacks  from  the  rebel  commissariat;  then  through  Kiccvillc  and  Athens, 
encamping  for  the  night  about  two  miles  beyond  the  latter  place,  after  a  march  of 
eighteen  miles. 

44  December  2d.  Marched  at  seven  o'clock  in  the  morning  via  Sweetwater,  encamping 
about  live  o'clock,  p.  xu.,  after  a  march  of  seventeen  miles,  about  two  miles  bevond 
Philadelphia. 

44  December  od.  Moved  at  live  o'clock,  a.  m.,  towards  Loudon,  six  miles  distant— 
the  enemy  having  destroyed  the  bridge  over  the  Hols-ton  at  this  point,  we  cannot 
proceed  further  on  their  line,  and  amuse  ourselves  by  shelling  the  enemy's  cavalry, 
who  are  seen  on  the  heights  beyond  the  river.  Information  received  that  Burn- 
side,  repulsed  three  successive  charges  of  Longstreet  on  Sunday,  but  that  he  cannot 
hold  on  for  more  than  three  days  longer.  Two  days  half  rations  of  coffee,  sugar,  Hour 
and  suet  arc  issued,  and  we  encamp  for  the  night;  our  supplies  of  fresh  meat  were  ob 
tamed  by  foraging  cattle,  sheep  and  hogs  as  we  proceeded. 
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"  December  4th.  Remained  in  camp  all  day  while  the  pontonccrs  and  engineers  con- 
structed a  bridge  over  the  Little  Tennessee. 

"December  5th.  Moved  at  one  o'clock,  a.  m.,  crossing  the  Little  Tennessee  at 
David  Ford  at  sunrise,  on  a  bridge  constructed  of  wagon  bodies  and  wheels  and  trestle  ; 
moved  through  Unotia,  arriving  at  Louisville  at  eight  o'clock,  p.  m.,  after  a  fatiguing 
journey  of  twenty-two  miles. 

"December  Gth.  Sunday,  received  the  joyful  intelligence  of  Longstreet'a  retreat, 
who  fled  on  our  approach,  and  were  rejoiced  at  the  consequent  safety  of  Burnside  and 
Knoxville.  The  troops  were  now  halted  twenty  miles  from  Knoxville,  and  I  rode  into 
the  city  in  company  with  Generals  Sherman,  Howard,  Logan  and  Blair,  and  arrived  at 
General  Burnside' s  Headquarters. 

"  December  7th.  Moved  at  eight  o'clock,  a.  m.,  toward  Chattanooga,  and  after  a 
march  of  seventeen  miles  encamped  about  a  mile  south  of  David  Ford. 

"  December  Sth.  Moved  seventeen  miles,  encamping  near  Sweetwater  in  a  heavy 
rain. 

14  December  Oth.  Marched  fifteen  miles,  encamping  near  Athens,  remaining  in  this 
vicinity  during  the  10th  and  11th,  occupying  the  time  in  repairing  the  worn-out  shoes 
of  the  command  with  some  sole  and  upper  leather  found  in  the  town. 

"December  12th.  Moved  through  Charleston  in  a  drenching  rain,  encamping,  after 
a  tramp  of  eighteen  miles,  two  miles  beyond. 

"December  lath.  Moved  to  Cleveland,  encamping  on  the  Dalton  Railroad,  in  the 
southeast  portion  of  the  town — remained  there  the  14th  and  15th,  awaiting  rations 
from  Chattanooga  which  arrived  on  the  latter  day. 

"  December  16th.  The  march  is  resumed,  and  in  a  storm  which  excels  all  that  have 
gone  before  it,  we  make  McDonalds  Gap,  where  we  lie  in  mud  without  cover  from 
the  rain. 

"  December  17th.  Moved  forward  down  along  the  Railroad  past  the  old  fight- 
ing ground  of  Tunnel  Hill,  over  Citico  Creek,  around  the  base  of  Lookout,  over" 
the  wood  so  lately  picketted  by  the  opposing  forces  into  the  old  valley,  aud  for  the 
Thirty-third  the  campaign  of  a  month's  duration  is  finished.  Generally.  S.  Sherman, 
in  dissolving  his  command,  addressed  to  us  these  words  in  General  Orders  : 

"  The  General  commanding  thanks  all  officers  and  men  for  the  promptness  with 
which  all  orders  were  obeyed,  more  especially  for  the  cheerfulness  exhibited  under 
privations  of  the  severest  kind.  Without  tents,  without  rations,  with  insufficient 
clothing,  almost  without  shoes  in  mid-winter,  this  army  sprang  with  a  generous  im- 
pulse and  marched  to  Knoxville,  a  distance  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  miles,  over  the 
worst  of  roads,  and  relieved  from  danger  twelve  thousand  of  our  fellow  soldiers 
besieged  by  a  dangerous  enemy." 

"  General  Burnside  warmly  thanked  the  troops  who  saved  him  and  his  important 
stronghold.  During  the  severe  lighting,  and  still  more  severe  marches,  the  regiment 
never  flinched,  and  well  earned  for  itself  the  commendation  of  their  Division  Com- 
mander, 'Boys,  you  have  done  well.'  Never  have  I  seen  or  even  read  Of  troops  who 
suiiered  like  these.  They  endured  hardships  that  seemed  unbearable,  with  a  cheerful- 
ness that  appeared  superhuman.  We  read  of  the  sufferings  of  the  patriots  of  '70  at 
Morristowu  and  Valley  Forge,  and  they  were  terrible ;  but  even  this  was  as  nothing  to 
the  pains  endured  on  the  road  from  Chattanooga.  The  weather  often  wet,  still  oftener 
bitter  cold,  the  woods  deep  with  mire  or  frozen  into  sharp  jagged  points — all  without 
blankets,  ten  is.  and  many  without  shoes,  with  no  regular  rations,  the  men  pressed  on 
eager  to  overtake  Longstreet.  Had  the  ground  been  covered  with  snow,  the  march  of 
the  Thirty-third  might  have  been  traced  by  the  bloody-foot-prints  of  her  patriot  rank 
and  file."4 


*  Colonel  Mindil  says  of  the  conduct  of  his  staff  during  the  Knoxville  campaign  and 
the  preceding  battles : 

"Chaplain  John  Faull,  with  true  zeal  and  exalted  bravery,  collected  the  drum  corps 
on  the  field  of  battle  aud  extricated  the  wounded  as  they  fell,  directing  their  convey- 
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The  regiment  now  established  a  fine  camp  and  went  into  winter 
quarters,  where  it  remained  until  Sherman,  having  completed  his 
plans  for  a  movement  against  the  enemy,  once  more  drew  out  his 
army  and  commenced  the  memorable  Atlanta  Campaign.5  During 
the  winter  the  Eleventh  and  Twelfth  Corps  being  consolidated  and 
designated  as  the  Twentieth,  under  General  Hooker,  the  Thirty- 
third  was  assigned  to  the  Second  Brigade  of  the  Second  Division, 
the  latter  commanded  by  General  John  W.  Geary.  The  brigade 
having  no  general  officer  for  commander,  it  was  led  in  the  follow- 
ing campaign  by  the  senior  Colonel,  Colonel  Mindil  commanding 
it  most  of  the  time — Lieutenant-Colonel  Fouratt,  a  brave  and 
capable  officer,  having  immediate  control  of  the  Thirty-third. 

The  Atlanta  Campaign. 
On  the  4th  of  May,  1864,  at  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  the 
Second  Brigade,   then  commanded  by  Colonel  Bushbeck,  of  the 
Twenty-seventh    Pennsylvania  Eegiment,    broke    camp,    crossed 


ance  to  the  rear,  •where  Doctor  J.  Henry  Stiver  dressed  their  wounds  and  administered 
to  their  comfort,  under  the  very  lire  of  the  enemy.  Too  high  praise  cannot  be  award- 
ed these  officers  and  the  gallant  drum  corps  of  little  heroes,  for  this  important  service. 
None  were  obliged  to  be  there.  The  Chaplain  and  drummers,  in  attending  to  the 
fallen,  enabled  me  to  keep  all  my  able-bodied  men  to  the  work  of  attack,  and  the  Doc- 
tor, by  his  proximity  to  the  front  and  consequent  early  attendance  upon  the  wounded, 
undoubtedly  saved  the  life  of  many  a  suffering  soldier,  who,  faint  from  loss  of  blood, 
would  have  perished  in  the  convej-ance  to  the  hospital,  generally,  alas,  too  far  in  rear. 

"Adjutant  Lambert  did  excellently  aud  received  commendation  in  the  official  report 
of  the  campaign.  For  "  gallantry  in  action"  he  was  nominated  ior  the  Captaincy  of 
Company  A,  vacant  by  the  death  of  Captain  Boggs,  and  Governor  Parker  made  the 
appointment.  Sergeant-Major  Stephen  Picrson  was  promoted  to  the  Adjutancy,  and 
in  his  new  position  gained  marked  distinction  in  the  subsequent  campaigns." 

s  On  the  19th  of  January,  a  new  and  beautiful  State  Flag  arrived  from  Trenton,  and 
Major-General  O.  O.  Howard,  the  commander  of  the  corps,  consented  to  act  as  the 
representative  of  the  State  and  present  the  banner  to  the  regiment,  which  he  did  in  an 
appropriate  address.  The  men  of  the  Thirty-third,  clad  in  their  neat,  bright  Zouave 
dress  were  mashalled  as  if  for  parade,  in  presence  of  the  corps,  division  and  brigade 
commanders,  and  the  occasion  was  one  of  much  interest.  The  Major,  as  commander 
of  the  regiment,  replied  to  General  Howard,  Colonel  Mindil  being  the  commander  of 
the  brigade.  About  the  same  time,  Chaplain  Faull,  who  had  held  a  similar  position 
with  Colonel  Mindil  in  the  Twenty-seventh  regiment,  and  who  was  one  of  the  most 
demoted  of  his  profession  in  the  service,  was  presented  a  valuable  horse  by  the  men  of 
the  regiment.  On  the  20lh  of  February,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Fouratt  returned  to  camp 
after  an  absence  since  October  l'Jth,  beiug  sick  at  Nashville  with  typhoid  fever.  His 
return  was  the  occasion  for  another  social  gathering  of  the  officers,  who  welcomed  him 
back  with  the  utmost  good  fcelimr. 
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Lookout  Mountain  and  the  State  line  of  Tennessee,  and  bivouacked 
for  the  night  on  Georgia  soil,  near  Rossville  Gap.  On  the  5th,  the 
march  was  resumed,  the  Twentieth  Corps  forming  the  center  of 
the  army,  and  encamping  on  the  6th  near  Pea- Vine  Creek.  On 
the  7th,  the  Thirty-third  crossed  Taylor's  Bridge,  near  Gordon's 
Springs,  and  at  night  occupied  an  advanced  position  on  picket,  on 
the  Rome  road,  eight  miles  southwest  of  Dal  ton — moving  on  the 
day  following  in  rear  of  the  division  as  guard  to  the  train.  The 
Fourth  and  Twenty-third  Corps  being  already  engaged  in  demon- 
strating against  the  strong  position  of  Tunnel  Hill  and  Buzzard's 
Roost,  General  Geary  was  ordered  to  proceed  to  Dug  Gap,  about 
two  miles  south  by  west  of  Dalton,  and  demonstrate  there  by 
making  a  heavy  assault.  All  these  heavy  demonstrations  against 
impregnable  mountain  positions  were  designed  by  General  Sher- 
man to  deceive  the  enemy,  and  divert  his  attention  and  his  forces 
from  the  main  point  at  which  it  was  intended  to  perform  the  first 
of  the  series  of  grand  strategic  flank  movements.  On  arriving  at 
Dug  Gap,  Geary  discovered  before  him  a  huge  mountain  over 
which  ran  a  narrow  road  through  a  gap  in  the  very  summit.  The 
mountain  was  covered  with  a  heavy  growth  of  trees  and  under- 
brush, and  its  sides  were  filled  with  loose  rocks  and  boulders.  It 
was  most  difficult  of  access,  and  the  task  before  him  was  vastly 
more  formidable  than  the  storming  of  Lookout  Mountain,  when 
our  troops  were  able  to  advance  in  line  or  solid  column.  But  it 
was  Geary  who  captured  Lookout,  and  although  but  ordered  to 
demonstrate  effectively,  he  determined  to  attack  vigorously  and 
seek  to  dislodge  the.  foe  from  their  Georgian  Gibraltar.  Accord- 
ingly, placing  his  rifled  artillery  in  position,  he  at  once  commenced 
to  shell  the  Gap,  and  under  cover  of  this  cannonade  he  advanced 
the  First  and  Second  of  his  brigades  to  direct  assault.  For  nearly 
an  hour  and  a  half  these  men  heroically  attacked,  only  to  be 
repelled  by  an  unseen  foe  at  every  assault.  The  rebels  were  on 
the  crest  of  the  mountain,  behin  \  rocks,  trees  and  rifle-pits,  and 
poured  a  murderous  fire  into  the  ranks  of  Geary's  men.  who  had 
boldly  advanced  up  the  steep  sides  to  within  ten  paces  of  its  crest. 
At  length,  the  position  being  found  impregnable,  Geary  retired  his 
79 
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line  a  few  hundred  yards,  in  order  to  reconnoiter  again  and  to 
make  different  dispositions  for  a  final  attempt.  Up  to  this  time, 
the  Thirty-third  had  not  been  engaged  ;  but  on  hearing  the  firing 
in  his  front;  and  fearing  our  force  was  inadequate  to  the  task  in 
hand.  Colonel  Mindil  pushed  forward  with  his  regiment,  without 
orders,  feeling  himself  justified,  especially  as  the  train  was  in.no 
danger,  in  doing  so  by  ail  the  circumstances  of  the  case.  Upon 
reporting  to  General  Geary  at  the  front,  he  was  ordered  to  make  a 
detour  of  half  a  mile,  then  scale  the  ridge,  endeavor  to  reach  its 
summit  and  turn  the  enemy's  left  flank,  while  the  main  force  occu- 
pied his  attention  in  front.  This  order  was  at  once  obeyed, 
Mindil's  force  consisting,  in  addition  to  the  Thirty -third,  of  the 
Twenty -seventh  Pennsylvania  and  One  Hundred  and  Thirty-fourth 
New  York  regiments.  After  toilsome  effort,  over  and  among 
rough,  rolling  boulders,  the  Thirty -third  arrived  near  the  top  of  the 
ridge,  driving  the  enemy's  skirmishers  before  it,  when  its  progress 
was  impeded  by  a  long  series  of  palisades,  rising  abruptly  from 
the  mountain  sides,  and  which  could  only  be  passed  through  two 
or  three  small  gaps,  capable  of  admitting  but  one  man  at  a  time. 
Through  these  gaps  the  regiment  filed,  and,  almost  exhausted, 
formed  line  upon  the  rocks  on  the  extreme  right  of  our  position,  the 
One  Hundred  and  Thirty-fourth  New  York  being  next  on  the  left. 
To  flank  the  enemy  was  impossible;  his  works  extended  along 
the  crest  of  the  mountain,  which  rose  in  a  series  of  still  higher 
palisades  immediately  in  front.  But  one  desperate  hope  of  attain- 
ing the  summit  remained;  that  was  seized,  and  Colonel  Mindil, 
with  the  Thirty-third  and  One  Hundred  and  Thirty-fourth  New 
York,  at  once  made  disposition  to  carry  the  crest  by  direct  assault. 
Heavy  lines  of  skirmishers  were  thrown  out,  a  storming  column 
formed  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Thirty-fourth  New  York  and  four 
companies  of  the  Thirty-third,  the  remainder  of  the  Thirty-third 
going  into  position  as  a  supporting  line,  to  guard  against  pursuit 
by  the  enemy,  if  the  charge  should  fail,  or  to  dash  forward  to  fol- 
low up  its  success.  At  length,  all  being  ready,  the  storming  party 
charged  forward  up  the  sides  of  the  steep  mountain,  over  treach- 
erous, moving  boulders,  and  under  heavy  volleys  of  musketry,  up 
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to  the  foot  of  the  steep  palisades,  which  defied  assault.  But 
undaunted  by  the  frowning  walls,  with  cheers  and  yells  the  men 
gallantly  endeavored  to  reach  the  summit,  and  despite  the  terrible 
obstacles,  many  actually  reached  the  crest,  only  to  fall  beneath  the 
murderous  bullet,  or  to  be  thrust  headlong  on  the  rocks  below. 
At  length,  finding  the  position  invulnerable,  reluctantly  and  still 
fighting,  the  men  fell  back  to  their  position  on  the  lower  crest,  where 
they  remained  until  dark,  resisting  every  effort  of  the  enemy  to 
dislodge  them.  After  nightfall,  it  now  being  clear  that  the  capture 
of  the  rebel  position  was  impossible,  orders  were  given  to  with- 
draw; and  in  good  order,  slowly  and  silently,  Colonel  Mindil 
brought  off  the  regiments  under  his  command.  No  regiment 
could  have  behaved  with  more  splendid  valor  than  did  the  Thirty- 
third  on  this  occasion.  It  was  their  stubborn  attack,  mainly,  which 
compelled  the  detention  of  the  enemy,  who  thus  left  open  Snake 
Creek  Gap,  through  which  McPherson  pushed  without  opposition, 
and  Dalton,  being  flanked,  was  evacuated.  The  regiment  lost  in 
all  two  officers  and  four  enlisted  men  killed,  and  two  officers  and 
twenty-three  men  wounded — several  of  the  wounded  subsequently 
dying.  Among  the  killed  was  Captain  Bartlett,  who  fell  at  the 
head  of  his  column,  gallantly  charging  upon  the  foe.  He  was  an 
experienced,  veteran  officer,  and  had  established  a  high  reputation 
for  coolness  and  courage  in  the  battles  of  the  Peninsula  and  in  the 
Thirty-third.  Lieutenant  Joseph  L.  Miller,  who  also  fell,  was  new 
to  the  service,  but  with  his  heart  in  the  cause,  he  promised  to 
become  an  excellent  soldier,  as  he  was  undoubtedly  one  of  the 
bravest  of  the  brave.  The  bodies  of  both  these  officers  were 
buried  by  the  foe — the  Masonic  emblems  on  Captain  Bartlett's  per- 
son gaining  for  him  a  respectful  burial.  Colonel  Mindil  promoted 
the  brave  and  dashing  Cochrane,  of  Company  K,  to  fill  Captain 
Bartlett's  place,  but  before  the  Governor's  commission  reached  him, 
he  too  joined  the  host  of  martyrs,  bravely  falling  at  Pine  Knob  a 
month  afterwards.  The  heavy  labors  of  Colonel  Mindil  in  the 
charge,  leading  up  the  mountain  on  foot,  caused  an  old  wound  to 
re-open,  and  against  his  wishes,  he  was  ordered  to  hospital  for 
treatment     For  his  part  in  the  action,  though  overlooked  at  the 
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time,  he  was  afterwards  honored  with  the  brevet  rank  of  Major- 
General.6 

The  Thirty-third  remained  with  the  division  encamped  near  the 
foot  of  the  mountain  until  the  morning  of  the  11th,  when  under 
the  command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Fouratt,  it  moved  to  the  left. 
The  three  following  days  were  spent  in  marching,  intrenching  and 
picket-duty,  when,  early  on  the  morning  of  the  loth,  the  battle  of 
Eesaca  was  commenced,  the  Thirty-third  becoming  actively  engaged 
about  ten  o'clock,  a.  m.,  when  it  charged  the  enemy  up  a  gentle 
slope,  covered  with  thick  pines,  four  or  rive  feet  high.  Being, 
however,  in  the  second  line,  the  regiment  was  not  able  to  fire, 
though  exposed  to  the  full  force  of  the  enemy's  batteries.  In  this 
gallant  charge,  the  Thirty-third  planted  its  colors  within  ten  paces 
of  the  enemy's  fort,  and  effectually  prevented  his  gunners  using 
four  pieces  of  artillery  therein.  But  beyond  this,  the  line  could 
not  advance  without  some  destruction.  A  small  ravine  separated 
the  Second  Brigade,  of  Geary's  Division,  from  Wood's  Brigade,  of 
Butterfield's,  and  this  ravine  was  unoccupied,  but  was  thoroughly 
commanded  by  the  rifles  of  the  left  wing  of  the  Thirty-third. 
About  dusk  the  enemy  assaulted  Butterfield  in  force,  and  the  regi- 
ment performed  excellent  service  in  pouring  a  destructive  flank  fire 
into  the  right  of  the  enemy's  crowded  columns.  Lieutenants  Sut- 
ton and  Cochrane,  commanding  Companies  C  and  I,  had  charge  of 
the  advanced  videttes  of  the  regiment  on  that  flank,  and  by  their 
coolness  and  courage  did  much  to  encourage  their  men.  As  soon 
as  it  was  dusk,  it  was  determined  to  secure  the  guns  which  had 
been  silenced,  and  accordingly  the  Thirty-third,  with  other  regi- 
ments of  the  division,  dug  away  the  earth  in  front  of  the  fort,  and 
quietly  fastening  ropes  to  the  coveted  pieces  dragged  them  into  our 


6  While  in  Hospital  at  Chattanooga,  undergoing  treatment,  Colonel  Mindil  was 
reported  tit  for  liirht  duty  (not  in  the  saddle),  and  was  honored  with  the  appointment 
of  President  of  the  Examining  Board  for  Commissions  in  Colored  Troops,  for  the 
Department  of  the  Cumberland,  by  order  of  Major-General  Thomas,  lie  performed 
the  responsible  duties  of  this  position  for  several  weeks  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
Commander  of  the  Army,  hut,  deeming  himself  strong  enough  for  the  tield,  was  at  his 
own  request  permitted  to  resign  this  position  for  the  purpose  of  returning  to  the  front 
to  lead  his  brigade  in  the  final  battle  around  Atlanta.  In  live  years  of  service,  this 
was  the  only  period  when  Colonel  Mindil  was  not  actively  engaged  in  the  tield. 
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lines — one  being  carried  away  by  the  Jerseymen  who  had  shared 
the  glory  and  danger  of  the  charge.  The  loss  of  the  regiment  in 
this  engagement  was  three  men  killed,  one  officer  (Captain  Bray,) 
and  twenty-four  enlisted  men  wounded.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Fou 
ratt  fought  the  regiment  with  signal  ability,  and  on  this,  his  first 
field  of  battle  with  the  Thirty-third,  gained  that  reputation  for 
coolness  and  intrepidity  which  he  ever  afterwards  enjoyed.7 

On  the  16th,  the  march  was  resumed,  the  Thirty-third  crossing 
the  Ostanaula  and  ConnasaUga  rivers,  and  thence  moving  through 
Cassville,  across  the  Etowah  river  towards  Burnt  Hickory.  On 
the  25th,  after  crossing  Pumpkin  Yine  Creek,  the  enemy  was  dis- 
covered in  force  near  Dallas,  or  ISTew  Hope  Church,  and  about  five 
o'clock,  p.  m.,  with  the  rest  of  Hooker's  Corps,  the  Thirty-third 
became  engaged,  driving  in  the  enemy's  skirmishers  and  advancing 
until  dark,  when  they  reached  a  strong  position  of  the  rebels, 
defended  by  artillery.  Here,  for  half  an  hour,  the  enemy's  fire 
was  very  hot,  and  in  this  position  the  Thirty-third  remained  during 
the  night,  exposed  to  a  drenching  rain.  On  the  morning  of  the 
26th,  finding  further  progress  impossible,  the  regiment  constructed 
for  itself  without  much  opposition  from  the  enemy,  a  small  line  of 
logs  and  earth,  behind  which  to  rest  with  security.  During  the 
night,  these  intrenchments  were  enlarged  and  strengthened ;  and 
Hooker's  Corps  for  seven  days  was  compelled  to  remain  in  this 
position,  during  the  hottest  of  weather,  whilst  Sherman  was  oper- 
ating elsewhere.  The  only  duty  was  that  of  picket,  and  this  was 
unusually  dangerous  and  arduous,  every  night  producing  a  list  of 
killed  and  wounded  as  the  videttes  were  relieved.  The  two  lines 
were  here  so  close  that  no  one  upon  either  side  dared  to  show  his 
head  above  the  breastworks.  All  change  of  pickets  and  guards 
took  place  after  dark.  Here  the  brave  and  talented  Captain  Field 
received  the  mortal  wound  from  which  he  died  ten  days  afterwards 


'  All  this  time  the  Major,  D.  A.  Pcloubct,  was  absent  sick,  and  subsequently  resigned. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Fouratt  commanded  in  all  the  four  battles  of  Resaca,  Dallas,  Pine 
Knob  and  Peach  Tree.  The  loss  of  the  regiment  at  Resaca  -was  greater  than  that  of 
any  other  in  the  brigade. 
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at  Chattanooga.8  Probably  the  most  wretched  week  of  the  "  one 
hundred  days'  campaign"  was  that  spent  here ;  the  opposing  lines 
being  within  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards  of  each  other,  the  firing 
was  incessant ;  the  stench  from  the  dead  bodies  which  could  not 
be  removed,  was  sickening  and  their  sight  discouraging;  maggots 
covered  the  ground  in  thousands,  and  each  succeeding  day  only 
added  to  the  strength  of  the  enemy's  works.  Each  night's  rest 
was  disturbed  by  the  call  to  arms  half  a  dozen  times  in  as  many 
hours,  and  the  men  were  completely  broken  down  with  excitement 
and  want  of  rest,  when,  at  length,  Logan?s  Corps,  after  repulsing 
the  enemy  at  Dallas,  arrived  to  relieve  Hooker's  troops  from  this 
uncomfortable  position.  During  the  first  day's  engagement,  and 
the  subsequent  seven  days  from  May  25th  to  31st,  the 'Thirty- 
third  lost  one  officer  and  five  men  killed  and  twenty-seven  men 
wounded.9 


8  "Headquarters  Thirty-third  New  Jersey  Volunteers,  ) 
In  the  field  near  Ackworth,  Georgia,  June  12,  1864.      \ 
"  General  :  I  regret  to  notify  you  of  the  death  of  Captain  Charles  J.  Field,  Com- 
pany E,  from  wounds  received  in  the  action  before  Dallas,  May  28th,  1864.    He  died  in 
the  hospital  at  Lookout  Mountain,  June  5,  18G4. 

"His  character  as  an  officer  and  gentleman  was  without  blemish.  Brave,  fearless 
and  cool  in  action,  he  won  the  respect  of  his  superiors  and  the  confidence  and  love  of 
his  men.  His  memory  will  ever  be  fresh  in  the  minds  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  of 
the  Thirty-third  New  Jersey. 

"Enos  Fouratt, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Commanding  Regiment.1' 

9  The  following  is  the  official  report  of  this  campaign,  dated  "  In  the  field  near  Dal- 
las, Georgia,  May  31,  1SG4,"  and  addressed  to  Adjutant-General  Stockton : 

"  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  services  performed  by  this 
regiment  during  the  present  campaign  up  to  this  date,  together  with  a  list  of  the  casu- 
alties. 

"  "We  left  Lookout  Valley  May  4th,  Colonel  Mindil  commanding.  We  first  went  into 
action  at  Rocky-faced  Ridge,  on  Sunday,  May  8,  1864,  taking  part  in  the  assault.  The 
regiment  did  well,  winning  for  itself  a  good  name  for  steadiness  and  bravery.  The 
attack  only  failed  because  the  position  was  naturally  impregnable.  Our  losses  for  the 
short  time  were  severe,  particularly  in  officers.  Captain  Sandford,  Company  B,  fell,  shot 
through  the  knee,  while  leading  on  the  skirmishers.  Captain  Bartlett,  of  Company  G, 
and  Lieutenant.  Miller,  Company  E,  were  instantly  killed  while  cheering  on  their  men, 
and  Lieutenant  Smith  wounded  at  the  same  time.  At  night  we  withdrew  to  the  base 
of  the  hill.  Colonel  Mindil,  by  his  great  exertions,  again  rendered  himself  unfit  for 
duty,  and  the  next  day  was  sent  to  the  rear. 

"Moving through  Snake  Gap,  we  again  became  engaged,  about  one  o'clock,  p.  in., 
of  the  following  Sunday,  May  15,  1864.  With  the  division  we  charged  the  enemy,  and 
with  cheers  drove  them  back  some  distance,  effectually  silencing  four  of  their  guns, 
our  colors  being  the  furthest  in  advance  of  anv  reiriinent.     Here  avc  lost  another  valu- 
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On  June  1st,  the  regiment  was  moved  with  the  corps  towards 
the  left  of  the  army,  then  forward  towards  "  Big-shanty,"  then 
across  Alatoona  Creek  to  within  three  and  a  half  miles  of  Acworth 
where  on  the  6th  of  June  a  camp  was  established,  and  a  week's 
rest  afforded  to  the  men.  All  this  time  the  Confederates  were 
slowly  retreating,  fighting  our  army  every  step  of  the  way.  On 
the  14th  of  June  the  inarch  was  resumed,  and  a  position  taken  up 
near  the  Fourth  Corps,  fronting  the  rebel  position  on  Pine-Knob. 
On  the  afternoon  of  the  15th  of  June,  Hooker  advanced  against 
the  enemy,  the  Thirty-third  at  first  being  in  the  second  or  support- 
ing line.  The  enemy  slowly  and  deliberately  retreating  towards 
his  works,  the  first  line  charged  forward  under  a  heavy  fire,  when 
the  second  line,  in  which  was  the  Thirty-third,  was  also  ordered  to 
pass  to  the  front  and  engage  the  foe.  Again,  as  on  other  fields, 
the  Thirty-third  advanced  in  splendid  order,  as  if  on  parade,  though 
under  a  murderous  fire,  and  soon  gained  an  advanced  position 
within  seventy-five  yards  of  the  enemy's  breastworks.  This  posi- 
tion they  held  with  tenacity,  despite  the  enemy's  attempt  to  dis- 
lodge them,  but  at  nightfall  orders  were  received  to  be  in  readiness 
to  fall  back  to  a  more  secure  position.  Accordingly,  Colonel  Fouratt 
ordered  but  a  slight  work  constructed  of  such  logs  and  stones  as  were 
convenient.  Much  to  his  surprise,  and  to  the  misfortune  of- the 
regiments  of  the  first  line,  the  expected  order  did  not  come,  and 
the  morning  found  them  inadequately  protected,  when  the  night 


able  officer,  Captain  Bray,  Company  A,  who  received  a  musket  ball  in  bis  thigh,  inflict- 
ing a  very  severe  flesh  wound. 

44  We  next  went  into  action  at  this  place  on  the  evening  of  May  25th,  a<xain  charging 
and  driving  the  enemy  back  some  distance,  until  darkness  put  an  end  to  our  opera- 
tions. On  the  following  day,  we  remained  in  position,  but  on  the  night  began  to  skir- 
mish, and  to  the  present  time  have  been  constantly  at  the  front,  under  lire  from  the 
enemy's  skirmishers. 

44  The  officers  and  men  in  this  campaign  have  all  done  well.  To  Captain  O'Connor, 
who  has  acted  as  tield  officer  since  we  started,  and  to  my  Adjutant,  upon  whom  I  was 
obliged  to  depend  in  the  battle  of  Resaca,  Captain  O'Connor  having  been  sick  for  some 
days,  I  am  much  indebted  for  efficient  aid  on  the  held  and  on  the  march.  As  the  sub- 
Joined  list  shows,  the  regiment  has  lost  since  the  opening  of  the  campaign  two  officers 
killed,  four  wounded,  ten  enlisted  men  killed,  seventy-five  wounded  and  four  missing, 
making  a  total  loss  of  ninety-live  killed,  wounded  and  missing. 

44Enos  ForRATT, 
"Lieutenant-Colonel  Commanding." 
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might  have  been  employed  in  defence.  The  enemy  was  very 
strong!}-  posted  above  our  men,  and  well  protected,  and  at  once 
availed  himself  of  our  exposed  position  to  slaughter  our  troops  by 
a  system  of  most  accurate  sharp-shooting.  The  losses  were  fright- 
ful. The  enemy's  line  of  battle  overlapping  ours,  he  gradually 
worked  it  around  more  and  more,  and  commenced  to  enfilade  the 
Union  line.  While  standing  up  and  reconnoitering  this  enfilading 
flank  movement,  Adjutant  Pierson  was  wounded,  happily  but 
slightly,  so  that  the  regiment  did  not  lose  his  valuable  services. 
A  company  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Thirty-fourth  New  York  was 
now  ordered  forward  to  check  this  movement,  but  were  driven 
back  with  heavy  loss  after  a  gallant  effort.  Another  force  met  a 
similar  fate,  when  at  last  Company  L  of  the  Thirty-third,  Lieuten- 
ant John  C.  Smith  commanding,  was  ordered  forward,  driving 
off  the  enemy's  advance  and  checking  his  progress — Lieutenant 
Smith  receiving  a  severe  wound  in  the  arm,  which  caused  his 
transfer  to  hospital.  But  the  work  of  death  did  not  cease.  Many 
of  our  men  were  killed  lying  behind  the  works  by  rebel  sharp- 
shooters, whom  we  found  it  impossible  to  dislodge.  The  brave  and 
chivalrous  Captain  Cochrane,  so  distinguished  in  every  fight,  in 
attempting,  with  rifle  in  hand,  to  silence  one  of  the  more  accurate 
of  the  rebel  marksmen,  was  himself  instantly  killed.  So  passed 
the  16th  of  June,  a  day  of  anxiety  and  inaction,  with  its  long  list 
of  killed  and  wounded.  Throughout  the  Thirty-third  acted  nobly, 
and  was  highly  commended  by  Generals  Hooker  and  Geary  for  its 
bravery.  It  lost  in  this  battle  of  Pine  Knop,  June  15th  and  16th, 
one  officer  and  thirteen  men  killed,  and  one  officer  and  forty -three 
men  wounded,  the  total  casualties  of  the  regiment  during  the 
campaign  thus  far  being  eight  officers  and  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
nine  enlisted  men.  The  heavy  loss  in  officers  best  shows  how  gal- 
lantly the  shoulder-straps  of  the  regiment  behaved.10 


10 The  following  is  the  official  report  of  the  regimental  action,  dated  June  21,  1SC4 : 

"General:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  my  regiment  participated  severely  in 

the  action  of  Pine  Knob,  Georgia,  on  the  loth  instant.     The  conduct  of  the  men  under 

lire  was  excellent;  the  line  advanced  under  withering  volleys  from  the  enemy  without 

a  waver,  as  steadily  as  if  on  a  battalion  drill.     No  body  of  men  could  havejdone  bet- 
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After  this  engagement,  the  Thirty-third  participated  in  the 
skirmishes  of  Nances  Creek  and  Muddy  Creek,  and  in  protecting 
the  flank  of  the  assaulting  columns  of  the  Fourth  Corps  at  Kene- 
saw.  Moving  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy  by  way  of  Marietta,  the 
7th  of  July  found  the  Thirty-third  in  camp  near  the  Chattahoochie 
Eiver,  and  in  sight  of  the  steeples  of  Atlanta,  where  they  enjoyed 
a  ten  days'  rest,  whilst  new  supplies  were  hurried  to  the  front.  On 
the  afternoon  of  the  17th  of  July,  the  brigade  crossed  the  Chatta- 
hoochie, and  on  the  18th  passed  over  Nances  Creek,  advancing 
through  the  woods  in  line  of  battle  towards  Atlanta.  On  the  19th, 
Peach  Tree  Creek  was  crossed  and  a  small  line  of  defensive  works 
constructed  for  the  night.  On  the  next  day,  the  memorable  20th 
of  July,  the  Thirty-third  was  ordered  to  advance  with  the  rest  of 
the  division,  the  enemy  having  fallen  back  and  offering  no  oppo- 
sition. No  one  seemed  to  be  aware  of  the  approaching  storm  of 
battle.  Brigades  and  divisions  were  massed  in  columns,  without 
reference  to  alignment  or  strategic  position,  and  even  the  necessary 
connections  were  not  made,  The  ground  in  front  was  densely 
wooded  and  traversed  with  deep  ravines,  intersecting  each  other 
in  every  direction.  The  advance  had  not  been  explored,  and  the 
whole  rebel  army  might  easily  have  laid  concealed,  as  indeed  events 
eventually  proved.  Johnson  had  now  been  superceded  by  Hood, 
a  bold  and  reckless  fighter,  but  still  no  match  for  Sherman. 

About  two  o'clock,  p.  m.,  orders  from  General  Geary  directed 
Colonel  Fouratt  to  occupy  with  the  Thirty-third  a  knoll  about  five 
hundred  yards  in  advance  of  a  small  temporary  line  of  rifle-pits, 
which  had  been  hastily  thrown  up  by  the  First  Brigade,  and  only 
long  enough  to  cover  a  single  battalion.     The  regiment  at  once 

ter:  well  did  the  Thirty-third  sustain  the  proud  name  the  New  Jersey  soldiers  ever 
have  borne.  With  deep  regret  and  sorrow  I  announce  to  you  the  death  of  the  gallant 
and  brave  Lieutenant  Cochrane,  Company  K.  lie  fell  upon  the  16th  instant;  brave, 
cool  and  ready,  possessed  in  no  small  degree  of  talent,  a  glorious  career  was  opening 
before  him;  his  only  fault  was  too  much  Jjravery.  For  his  gallantry  at  Dug  Gap,  his 
name  was  suggested  to  His  Excellency  the  Governor  for  promotion,  and  on  the  day 
subsequent  to  his  fall,  his  commission  as  Captain  arrived.  He  is  the  third  officer 
killed  while  in  command  of  Company  G,  during  this  campaign. 

"In  the  action  my  losses  were  fourteen  killed  and  forty-nine  wounded;  among  the 
last,  my  Adjutant  Stephen  Pierson,  and  Captain  Charles  Courtois,  both  slight  wounds. 
Lieutenant  Pierson  still  remains  on  duty.  Enos  Fouratt, 

"Lieutenant-Colonel  Commanding.1' 

80 
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marched  over  these  works  and  formed  line  of  battle  in  the  road 
beyond,  a  line  of  skirmishers  being  deployed  in  front  before  the 
advance  was  made.  Then  came  the  command  to  "forward,"  and 
the  movement  began.  Everything  was  still  and  ominous,  so 
unusually  so,  indeed,  that  |  Colonel  Fouratt,  an  old  campaigner, 
expressed  himself  as  sure  of  trouble  ahead ;  and  he  was  right. 
The  knoll  was  reached,  arms  were  stacked,  the  skirmishers  told  to 
advance  a  little  further,  and  rails  obtained  to  commence  the  con- 
struction of  a  little  redoubt  for  the  division  artiller}T.  Just  then  a 
tremendous  volley  saluted  the  skirmishers,  passing  over  into  the 
regiment,  wounding  Lieutenant  Childs  and  others.  For  fifteen 
minutes  tbe  enemy  continued  to  fire  rapidly,  but  the  Thirty-third 
replied  as  well,  and  held  its  position.  That  defence  was  of  infinite 
value ;  it  gave  our  army  in  the  rear  time  to  prepare,  and  so  pre- 
vented, perhaps,  great  disaster.  But  now  the  enemy,  discovering 
that  but  a  single  regiment  replied  to  his  fire,  made  a  flank  move- 
ment towards  the  regimental  right,  coming  down  a  ravine,  at  the 
same  time  attacking  the  left  with  a  rush  and  a  yell.  Column  after 
column  was  closing  in  on  the  right  and  left  and  front  of  the  Thirty- 
third,  when,  deeming  further  resistance  useless,  and  fearing  capture 
if  too  long  delayed,  Colonel  Fouratt  reluctantly  issued  the  order 
for  retreat.  But  the  enemy  had  already  occupied  most  of  the 
ravine  in  the  rear  of  the  regiment,  and  every  soldier  was  com- 
pelled to  escape  for  himself,  the  rebels  in  overwhelming  numbers 
rushing  onward,  destroying  the  color  guard  and  capturing  the 
State  flag,  the  color-bearer  being  shot  dead.  But  there  was  no 
disgrace  in  this  repulse,  for  the  same  force  which  succeeded  in 
driving  the  Thirty-third,  soon  drove  the  entire  division,  and  almost 
annihilated  the  Twentieth  Corps.  In  fact,  Hood's  whole  army  had 
attacked  the  Thirty-third,  and  it  was  the  spirited  resistance  of  that 
regiment  which  gave  our  army  time  to  form  and  repel  the  savage 
and  unexpected  assault.  The  Thirty-third  was  soon  rallied  again, 
around  its  national  flag,  and  once  more  did  admirable  service  in 
repelling  the  last  onset  of  the  enemy." 

uThe  following  oflicial  report  gives  the  record  of  the  regiment  in  this  action,  and  a 
sketch  also  of  its  movements  from  the  ~5th  of  June  to  the  23d  of  July : 
''June  27th,  the  day  of  the  battle  of  Kcnesaw,  we  moved  out  in  line,  driving  the 
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The  battle  of  Peach  Tree  Creek  was  the  first  of  three  tremendous 
dashing  assaults  by  which  Hood  sought  to  retrieve  the  failing 
fortunes  of  the  Confederacy.  In  all  respects,  it  was  a  most  desper- 
ate fight,  and  no  regiment  sustained  a  nobler  part  than  the  Thirty- 
third.  Both  Hooker  and  Geary  again  commended  the  bravery  of 
the  regiment.     The  loss  of  the  regiment  was  over  seventy  in  killed 


enemy's  skirmishers  before  us,  and  occupying:  without  loss,  the  position  to  which  we 
had  been  ordered  on  the  right  of  the  Fourth  Corps. 

*'  July  1st,  we  were  transferred  two  miles  further  to  the  right,  and  on  the  3d  started 
in  pursuit  of  the  retiring  enemy,  following  them  some  five  miles. 

"  On  the  5th,  we  again  started  in  pursuit  and  pushed  on  until  we  came  within  sight 
of  the  enemy's  fortifications  on  this  side  the  river.  From  this  date  to  the  17th,  we 
remained  in  camp,  refitting  ourselves  for  a  continuance  of  the  campaign. 

"On  the  17th,  we  moved  on  and  crossed  the  Chattahoochie  at  Pace's  Ferry,  and  on 
the  19th  fortified  ourselves  on  the  south  bank  of  Peach-Tree  Creek. 

"  Aboutfour  o'clock  p.  m.,  on  the  20th,  I  was  ordered  by  General  Geary  to  take  my 
regiment  to  a  hill  at  least  five  hundred  yards  In  advance  of  our  division  and  corps,  to 
fortify  and  prepare  it  for  the  erection  of  a  battery.  The  position  was  an  isolated  one, 
the  ground  intersected  with  deep  ravines,  running  in  all  directions.  I  advanced  and 
took  the  position  as  ordered,  meeting  with  no  opposition,  and  then  pushed  my  skir- 
mish line  well  out  on  the  front  and  both  flanks.  General  Geary  was  with  me,  and  from 
the  feeble  opposition  our  skirmishers  had  received,  combined  with  the  stories  of  some 
rebel  prisoners,  he  was  led  to  believe  that  the  enemy  had  no  large  force  in  close  prox- 
imity. Scarcely  had  I  completed  my  dispositions  for  the  erection  of  the  works,  before 
the  enemy  advanced  en  masse,  through  the  woods,  pouring  volley  after  volley  into  our 
skirmish  line,  forcing  it  back  instantly,  and  rushed  upon  us  with  loud  yells,  delivering 
as  they  came  a  rapid  and  effective  fire  upon  us.  We  held  our  ground,  returning  their 
fire  with  vim.  Almost  immediately  another  overwhelming  force,  three  lines  deep, 
came  down  upon  our  right  flank.  I  swung  two  companies  around  to  protect  my  flank, 
but  we  were  too  weak  to  check  them,  and  down  they  all  came  upon  us.  At  the  same 
time  column  after  column  could  be  seen  swarming  down  upon  our  left.  Under  these 
circumstances,  with  such  an  overwhelming  force  against,  and  on  three  sides  of  us, 
with  a  terrific  fire  front,  right  and  left,  the  enemy  rapidly  gaining  on  our  rear,  to  stand 
was  madness,  and  I  gave  the  order  to  retire,  fighting.  The  enemy  with  his  dense 
masses  came  rushing  down  close  upon  us,  so  close  that  they  ordered  us  to  surrender 
our  colors  ;  this  we  would  never  do.  As  we  passed  down  a  ravine  along  which  the  fire 
was  terrible,  the  air  being  literally  full  of  bullets,  the  bearer  of  our  State  colors  fell, 
one  of  the  color-guard  was  killed  and  one  or  two  captured.  To  recover  the  colors  was 
impossible,  and  with  feelings  of  the  deepest  sorrow  I  am  compelled  to  report  that  our 
State  Banner  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  At  the  same  time  we  feel  it  to  be  no 
fault  of  ours  ;  we  fought  as  long  as  men  could  fight.  With  one  regiment  we  received 
the  first  impetus  of  an  attack,  to  repel  which  it  took  the  entire  force  of  the  corps,  and 
even  then  for  a  moment  the  result  seemed  doubtful.  The  most  desperate  valor  or 
heroic  bravery  could  not  balance  those  tremendous  odds.  Our  Brigade  Commander, 
Colonel  Jones,  and  our  Division  Commander,  General-  Geary,  both  expressed  them- 
selves as  more  thau  satisfied  with  my  success  in  bringiug  off  so  many  men  as  I  did,  and 
my  national  colors. 

"General  Hooker,  who  before  complimented  the  regiment  for  its  conduct  under  fire, 
was  pleased  to  say  to  me,  'Colonel,  it  is  no  disgrace  to  lose  a  color  under  such  cir- 
cumstances ;  I  only  wonder  that  a  man  escaped  capture.'  The  regiment  feels  sad  over 
the  loss  of  its  beautiful  State  flag,  but  with  all  we  feel  glad  that  not  a  taint  of  cowardice 
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and  wounded — Lieutenants  Downes,  Aspen  and  Warren  being 
taken  prisoners  by  the  foe,  Aspen  being  badly  wounded. 

The%21st  was  occupied  in  burying  the  dead,  and  on  the  22d  the 
regiment  moved  to  within  half  a  mile  of  the  enemy's  works  sur- 
rounding Atlanta.  Here  heavy  works  were  constructed,  and  the 
regiment  was  under  constant  fire  for  over  a  month,  performing  the 
heavy  duty  of  the  trenches  and  the  dangerous  one  of  picket.  On 
the  2d  of  September,  the  Thirty-third,  with  the  rest  of  the  brigade, 
under  Colonel  Mindil,  was  among  the  first  troops  to  enter  Atlanta. 

The  Thirty-third  left  Chattanooga  with  over  five  hundred  mus- 
kets, and  entered  Atlanta  with  a  few  over  one  hundred.  Three 
hundred  out  of  the  five  hundred  men  were  either  killed  or 
wounded.  It  is  believed  that  no  regiment  of  that  army  can  show 
a  similar  record. 

The  March  to  the  Sea. 
Upon  entering  the  city  of  Atlanta,  the  Thirty-third  was  assigned 
a  permanent  camp  to  the  right  of  the  McDonough.  road,  about  a 
mile  and  a-half  from  the  court  house.  In  this  camp  it  remained, 
devoting  the  time  to  drills  and  parades,  and  receiving  complete 
outfits  of  clothing  and  camp  and  garrison  equipage,  until  Sherman 
had  completed  his  preparations  for  the  March  to  the  Sea.  Its 
experiences  in  that  campaign  are  thus  narrated  in  Colonel  Mindil's 
report : 

"  Headquarters  Thirty-third  New  Jersey  Volunteers,  j 
Savannah,  Georgia,  December  26,  1864,      ) 
"Captain  N.  K.  Bray,  Acting  Assistant  Aa 'jutant-Gcneral,  Second  Brigade : 

"Captain:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following;  official  report  of  the  move- 
ments of  my  regiment,  from  the  2d  of  September  to  the  21st  of  December,  1864: 

"Upon  entering  the  city  of  Atlanta,  the  regiment  was  assigned  a  permanent  camp  to 
the  right  of  the  McDonough  road,  about  one  and  one-half  miles  from  the  court  house. 

or  dishonor  attends  its  loss.  No  regiment  was  more  proud  of  its  flag  than  the  Thirty- 
third,  none  ever  fought  more  desperately  to  preserve  it — but  it  was  impossible.  After 
reaching  our  lines,  I  re-formed  my  line  and  joined  the  brigade.  Soon  after  dark  the 
enemy  retired,  repulsed,  leaving  his  dead  in  our  hands. 

"My  loss  in  this  action  was  fifteen  men  killed,  thrcc-offtcers  and  seventeen  men 
wounded,  three  ofliccrs  and  thirty-four  men  missing.  The  missing  are  probably  all 
captured. 

"Outhe22d,  we  entered  the  enemy's  works  on  our  front,  and  pushed  on  to  our 
present  position  very  near  the  city  of  Atlanta,  Georgia. 

"Enos  Focratt, 
"  Lieutenant-Colonel  Commaudimr.'1 
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la  this  camp  it  remained,  devoting  the  time  to  drills  and  parades,  and  receiving  com- 
plete outfits  of  clothing  and  camp  and  garrison  equipage. 

"On  the  5th  of  November,  camp  was  broken,  and  the  regiment  moved  with  the  bri. 
gade  at  three  o'clock,  p.  m.,  out  upon  the  McDonough  road,  camping  two  and  one 
half  miles  from  the  city.    On  the  Cth  of  November  we  returned  to  our  old  quarters. 

4t  November  loth.  Broke  camp  at  seven  o'clock,  a.  m.,  moved  out  upon  the  Decatur 
road.    Camped  at  twelve  o'clock,  p.  in.,  near  Stone  Mountain. 

"16th.  Moved  at  eight  o'clock,  a.  m. ;  led  the  corps.  Marched  fifteen  miles,  cross- 
ing Yellow  river  at  Rock  Bridge,  and  halting  for  the  night  five  miles  beyond  it  on,  the 
SheflSeld  road. 

"17th.  Moved  at  half-past  six  o'clock,  a.  m.,  marching  through  Sheffield,  over  the 
Ulcofauhatchie,  and  encamped  two  miles  from  Social  Circle. 

"18th.  Moved  at  half-past  five  o'clock,  a.  m.,  passing  Rudden,  and  camped  at  half- 
past  five  o'clock,  p.  m.,  one  mile  from  Madison. 

"19th.  Moved  at  five  o'clock,  a.  m.,  passing  through  Madison.  Halted  for  dinner 
at  Buckhead  Station,  and  continuing  the  march  to  within  one  and  one-half  miles  of 
Oconee  river,  on  Georgia  Railroad,  tore  up  track  afternoon  and  evening. 

"20th.  Moved  at  seven  o'clock,  a.  m.,  towards  Eatonton,  passing  Park's  Bridge  and 
Slade's  Cross  Roads.    Camped  near  Dunning's  tannery,  at  six  o'clock,  p.  m. 

"21st.    Moved  at  six  o'clock,  a.  m.,  towards  Eatonton. 

"22d.  Struck  Eatonton  Branch  Railroad,  and  passing  through  Milledgeville  and 
over  the  Oconee  river,  camped  two  miles  beyond  it. 

"23d.    In  camp. 

"24th.    Moved  at  ten  o'clock,  a.  m.,  on  road  to  Hebron. 

"25th.    Passed  through  Hebron. 

"26th.  Entered  Sandersville,  and  passed  on  to  Tennille,  on  railroad,  and  camped 
three  miles  beyond  it. 

"27th.  Moved  at  seven  o'clock,  a.  m.,  and  tore  up  seven  miles  of  railroad,  and 
marched  to  Davisborough. 

"  28th.  Brigade  detached  to  guard  the  corps  headquarters  train.  Marched  to  Spear's 
Station  on  railroad. 

"  29th.  Brigade  again  detached.  Moved  by  by-road  to  Station  Ten  and  a  Half.  Tore 
up  railroad  to  bridge  over  Ogeechee  river,  and 

"30th.  Burned  the  bridge,  and  then  marched  to  Louisville,  via  "Watkin's  Bridge, 
reaching  camp  of  division  at  twelve  o'clock,  p.  m. 

"  December  1st.    Moved  at  eight  o'clock,  a.  m.,  and  camped  beyond  Birdsville. 

"2d.    Moved  at  six  o'clock,  a.  m.,  toward  Millen.     Camped  at  Buckhead  Creek. 

"3d.  Moved  at  ten  o'clock,  a.  m.,  crossed  Augusta  and  Millen  Railroad;  camped 
six  miles  beyond,  on  the  Sylvania  road. 

"4th.    Moved  at  half-past  seven  o'clock,  a.  m. ;  camped  at  Horse  Creek. 

"5th.     Marched  fourteen  miles  and  camped,  leaving  Sylvania  to  our  left. 

"6th.  Continued  the  march  toward  Springfield;  roads  very  soft  and  marshy. 
Camped  after  a  tedious  march  of  six  miles. 

"  7th.     Still  continued  the  march  toward  Springfield,  and  camped  for  the  night  near  it. 

"8th.     Passed  Springfield  and  marched  twelve  miles,  camping  near  Zion's  Church. 

"9th.  Moved  at  ten  o'clock,  a.  m.,  and  struck  Savannah  road.  First  Division, 
Twentieth  Army  Corps,  on  our  front,  skirmished  with  the  enemy,  who  had  a  battery 
in  position  covering  the  road.     Camped  for  the  night  sixteen  miles  from  Savannah. 

"10th.  Pushing  on,  passed  Harrison's  plantation  and  the  Fourteenth  Army  Corps. 
Struck  Savannah  and  Charleston  Railroad  nine  and  one-half  miles  from  the  city,  and 
camped  live  and  one-half  miles  from  it  that  night. 

"  11th.  Placed  in  position  as  reserves,  on  banks  of  Savannah  river,  opposite  Hutch- 
inson's Island,  and  confronting  the  enemy's  right  Hank,  being  in  rear  of  Third  Brigade. 

"  12th-20th  we  remained  in  the  same  position. 

"2lst.  Entered  the  city  of  Savannah  at  eight  o'clock,  a.  m.,  and  were  assigned  to 
camp  on  the  parade  of  the  city. 


638  NEW  JERSEY  AND  THE  REBELLION. 

"During  the  entire  campaign,  the  troops  have  subsisted  upon  the  country,  and  found 
food  of  all  kinds  in  abundance ;  never  suffering  from  scarcity  of  provisions.  In  front 
ot  Savannah  they  "were  unprotected  by  breastworks,  being  in  the  reserve  line,  and  sub- 
ject to*a  heavy  lire  of  shrapnel  and  shell  from  the  opposing  batteries  of  the  enemy  in 
our  front,  and  to  a  heavy  and  provoking  tire  from  a  confederate  gunboat  in  the  far 
channel,  round  Hutchinson's  Island.  1  am  happy  to  state  but  one  casualty  occurred, 
namely,  the  slight  •wounding  of  private  Terence  Sweeney,  of  Company  D. 

"Before  leaving  Atlanta,  I  received  one  hundred  and  thirty-six  substitutes,  nearly  all 
being  raw  recruits,  many  of  them  foreigners  and  unable  either  to  -write  or  speak  the 
English  language;  and,  owing  to  physical  disability  caused  by  the  exhaustion  attendant 
upon  so  severe  a  campaign  to  new  soldiers,  many  were  compelled  to  leave  the  ranks  at 
times,  and  by  becoming  separated  from  the  regiment  during  its  night  marches,  and 
being  unable  to  intelligibly  define  their  wants  and  ask  the  location  of  their  regiment, 
have  as  yet  failed  to  return,  and  are  reported  absent  -without  leave.  The  larger  part  of 
them,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  are  with  some  of  the  other  corps,  and  will  soon  find  their  way 
into  camp.  The  command  needs  a  complete  outfit  of  clothing,  shoes,  etc.,  and  will 
then  be  ready  for  a  new  campaign,  as  both  health  and  esprit  are  excellent. 

"G.  W.  Mindil, 
"Colonel  Commanding  Thirty-third  New  Jersey  Volunteers.'1 


Campaign  of  the  Carolinas. 

The  armies  of  Tennessee  and  Georgia,  constituting  tbe  invading 
column  of  General  Sherman,  rested  at  Savannah  for  about  one 
month,  when  the  grand  march  through  the  Carolinas  was  com- 
menced. The  Thirty-third  Regiment  was  commanded  by  Colonel 
Fouratt,  and  was  in  the  Second  Brigade  (Second  Division,  Twen- 
tieth Corps),  commanded  by  General  Mindil.  After  a  campaign  of 
six  weeks  Goldsborough  was  reached.  The  marching  averaged 
fifteen  miles  per  day,  the  troops  subsisting  entirely  upon  the  coun- 
try, and  being  mostly  employed  in  the  destruction  of  bridges  and 
railroads,  manufactories,  rebel  storehouses,  and  cotton.  The  Army 
of  Georgia,  commanded  by  General  Slocum,  (with  which  the  Thirty- 
third  was  identified,)  was  assigned  the  left  flank  of  the  column, 
being  that  in  the  direction  of  the  enemy.  The  Thirty-third 
marched  North  from  Savannah  about  forty  miles,  and  then  crossed 
over  into  South  Carolina,  at  Sister's  Ferry,  moving  via  Eobertville 
and  Lowtonville  (villages  which  the  troops  completely  destroyed), 
to  the  Salkahatchie  Swamp.  Here,  after  many  days  labor  in  bridg- 
ing and  corduroying  and  some  skirmishing,  a  crossing  was  effected 
and  the  march  resumed  towards  Blockville,  a  small  village  and  sta- 
tion onthe  Augusta  and  Charleston  Railroad.  Here,  while  Kilpatrick 
was  fighting  at  Aiken  on  the  left,  and  Howard  on  the  crossing  of  the 
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Edisto  on  the  right,  Mindil's  Brigade  was  employed  in  the  destruc- 
tion of  about  half  a  mile  of  railroad  track.  The  ties  and  sleepers 
were  burned  to  cinders,  while  the  rails — after  being  intensely 
heated — were  bent  and  broken  or  twisted  into  spiral  coils,  rendering 
them  altogether  useless.  The  most  of  February  was  very  wet,  and 
the  troops  were  constantly  employed  in  rendering  passable  for  our 
immense  trains,  the  miserable  roads  through  the  wet  and  damp 
Carolina  swamps.  The  army  was  now  approaching  Columbia,  the 
Thirty -third  moving  on  the  Lexington  road.  The  country  was 
full  of  swamps,  and  the  rebel  cavalry  was  constantly  in  our  front, 
but  the  men  toiled  slowly  forward  both  night  and  day.  Finally,  the 
North  and  South  Forks  of  the  Edisto  were  crossed  after  driving  off 
the  enemy,  who  made  a  stand  with  artillery  and  cavalry — the 
Thirty-third,  however,  sustaining  no  loss  in  these  encounters.  The 
army  under  General  Howard  having  entered  Columbia,  just  as  the 
Second  Brigade  approached  it  from  the  left,  the  course  of  the  latter 
was  still  further  deflected,  the  commandant  being  ordered  to  pontoon 
the  Saluda  and  Broad  Kivers,  and  proceed  up  the  railroad  towards 
Salisbury,  North  Carolina.  This  movement  was  but  a  feint,  de- 
signed to  induce  the  rebels  to  mass  on  our  left,  while  the  right  wing 
moved  rapidly  under  this  diversion,  via  Camden  and  Cheraw  into 
Eastern  North  Carolina.  The  Second  Brigade  advanced  to  Winns- 
boro',  South  Carolina,  destroying  the  railroad  from  there  to 
"White-oak  Station,  about  five  miles ;  other  troops  being  engaged 
in  a  similar  duty  to  the  southward.  The  rebels  had  retired  to  a 
point  behind  Chesterville,  and  on  demonstrating  in  that  direction 
with  cavalry,  they  crossed  the  Catawba  determined  there  to  impede 
our  progress — Sherman  having  totally  blinded  the  enemy  respecting 
his  intentions  and  destination.  The  army  was  now  ordered  to 
make  a  rapid  right  wheel,  our  left  flank  moving  east  and  northeast, 
crossing  the  Catawba  near  Rocky  Mount,  and  the  Pedee  near  Che- 
raw. The  Thirty-third  then  crossed  the  border  into  North  Caro- 
lina and  struck  a  coal  railroad  to  Wilmington  near  Lumberton, 
where  it  destroyed  about  a  mile  of  track.  It  now  moved  through 
a  deserted  country,  hardly  affording  supplies  for  the  men,  and 
reached  Fayetteville,  where  connection  was  formed  after  five  weeks 


640  NEW  JERSEY  AND  THE  REBELLION. 

absence,  with  Terry  at  Wilmington,  by  means   of  light  draught 
gun-boats,  which  had  ascended  the  Cape-Fear. 

The  rebels  had  now  comprehended  our  purpose,  and  as  Schofield 
was  advancing  from  iSTewbern  they  determined  by  a  desperate 
blow  to  prevent  the  fatal  junction.  Goldsborough  was  the  objective 
both  of  Sherman  and  Schoiield,  and  after  the  former  left  Fayetteville 
to  resume  his  march,  Johnson  rapidly  massed  his  troops  at  Averys- 
borough  and  Benton ville,  determined  to  make  a  last  effort  for  the 
defence  of  the  tottering  Confederacy.  At  Averysborough  a  few 
divisions  of  the  rebel  army  engaged  the  First  and  Third  Divisions 
of  our  Twentieth  Corps,  but  after  a  brilliant  fight  were  compelled 
to  retire,  when  the  army  was  advanced  cautiously,  on  hear  and 
parallel  roads,  and  the  trains  heavily  guarded.  The  weather  was 
wet  and  stormy,  and  the  marches  through  the  swamps  and  bogs 
most  exhausting.  Mindil  frequently  marched  his  troops  both  night 
and  day  in  constant  rain,  felling  and  splitting  timber  most  of  the 
time,  so  as  to  build  roads  upon  which  the  trains  might  pass  in 
safety.  At  times,  leaving  camp  at  four  o'clock  in  the  morning, 
working  and  toiling  all  day,  midnight  found  the  regiment  but  six 
miles  in  advance.  But  the  troops  maintained  cheerful  spirits, 
determined  to  overcome  all  obstacles.  At  Bentonville,  Joe  Johntson 
struck  Slocum,  while  on  the  march,  when  -a  desperate  and  unde- 
cided battle  ensued,  lasting  all  day.  Sherman  ordered  the  right 
wing  of  the  army  to  Slocum's  support,  and  after  gallant  fighting 
they  made  the  necessary  connection,  when  Johnston,  without  wait- 
ing for  the  dawn  of  day,  retreated  during  the  night  in  the  direction 
of  Raleigh.  During  the  engagement,  the  Second  Brigade  was 
assigned  to  the  hazardous  duty  of  convoying  to  a  place  of  safety 
the  immense  trains  of  the  army;  a  service  which  was  highly 
appreciated  by  the  superior  officers.  The  army  reached  Golds- 
borough  in  safety,  having  traversed  the  entire  length  of  the  State 
of  South  Carolina,  destro}ring  all  the  principal  railroads  connecting 
Lee's  army  with  its  base,  and  consuming  the  greater  part  of  the 
provisions,  means  of  subsistence  and  forage  in  that  hitherto  inac- 
cessible region  of  the  South.  Besides  this,  Sherman  was  within 
easy  marches  of  Grant,  and  the  theater  of  war  became  narrowed  to 
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a  district  but  a  few  hundred  miles  in  extent.  The  campaign  of 
Georgia  and  the  Carolinas  virtually  decided  the  fate  of  the  Con- 
federacy. 

At  length,  Grant  being  ready  for  his  final  move,  the  campaign 
of  Ealeigh,  the  last  of  the  war,  was  opened.  Moving  in  rapid 
pursuit  of  Johnston,  Sherman's  veterans,  at  Smithfield,  North  Caro- 
lina, received  the  gratifying  intelligence  of  Lee's  surrender,  hailing 
it  with  jubilant  demonstrations.  Near  Smithfield,  and  for  an  entire 
afternoon,  the  Thirty-third  regiment  successfully  fought  the  retreat- 
ing rebel  cavalry,  and  there  fired  the  last  shots  of  the  war.  John- 
ston's surrender  soon  followed,  and  about  a  week  after  the  home- 
ward march  was  resumed,  by  way  of  Weldon,  Five  Forks,  Eich- 
mond  and  Fredericksburg,  the  Thirty- third  reaching  Washington 
in  time  to  participate  in  the  grand  review  of  the  Armies  of  the 
Eepublic.  The  Thirty-third  was  retained  in  service  until  August 
2d,  lying  near  Alexandria,  when  it  was  ordered  to  be  mustered 
out,  and  proceeded  to  Newark. 

This  regiment,  in  a  little  less  than  two  years,  traversed  a  distance 
of  two  thousand  five  hundred  miles,  over  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  of  which  were  accomplished  by  marching.  It  fought  in 
eight  battles,  and  engaged  in  over  a  dozen  skirmishes.  Although 
but  two  years  in  service,  the  losses  of  battle  and  campaign  were 
such  that  the  regiment  was  twice  filled.  That  the  Government 
highly  appreciated  the  services  of  the  regiment,  the  number  of 
brevets  conferred  upon  its  officers  clearly  shows. 
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CHAPTEE     XXVIII. 

THE      THIRTY-FOURTH      REGIMENT. 

The  Thirty-fourth  Eegiment  was  raised  during  the  summer  and 
autumn  of  1863,  principally  from  the  counties  of  Mercer,  Salem, 
Burlington  and  Camden,  with  numerous  recruits  from  all  parts  of 
the  State,  and  a  plentiful  addition,  from  the  neighboring  cities  of 
New  York  and  Philadelphia,  of  men  attracted  by  the  large  boun- 
ties then  being  paid.  The  term  of  enlistment  was  for  three  years. 
The  first  place  of  rendezvous  was  Beverly,  where  the  regiment  was 
under  the  command  of  Colonel  E.  B.  Grubb,  formerly  of  the 
Twenty-third.  About  the  25th  of  October,  the  regiment  was 
removed  to  Camp  Parker,  near  Trenton,  where  the  complement  of 
men  was  obtained  and  mustered  in.  The  Colonel  was  William 
Hudson  Lawrence,  a  Captain  in  the  Fourteenth  Eegular  Infantry, 
who  had  obtained  leave  of  absence  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  to 
take  a  volunteer  command.  The  Lieutenant-Colonel  was  Timothy 
C.  Moore,  formerly  of  the  Fifth  New  Jersey  Volunteers.  The 
Major  was  Gustavus  N.  Abeel,  of  the  First  New  Jersey  Infantry, 
and  who  had  been  serving  for  a  year  before  on  the  staff  of  General 
Torbert,  then  commanding  the  First  Brigade.  The  staff  and  line 
officers  were  as  follows  : 

Adjutant,  James  Graham;  Quartermaster,  Abel  H.  Nichols  ;  Surgeon,  J.  B.  Bowcn  ; 
Assistant-Surgeons,  Charles  II.  Suydam,  David  G.  Hctzell ;  Chaplain,  Archibald  Beatty. 
Company  A — Captain,  Edmund  G.  Jackson;  First  Lieutenant,  Elisba  V.  Glover,  Jr; 
Second  Lieutenant,  Richard  Moore.  Company  JO — Captain,  Jesse  Cogswell;  First 
Lieutenant,  Charles  II.  Seamen;  Second  Lieutenant,  Isaac  T.  Agar.  Company  C — 
Captain,  Robert  M.  Ekings  ;  First  Lieutenant,  Martin  L.  Haines  ;  Second  Lieutenant, 
Augustus  W.  Groblcr.  Company  1) — Captain,  William  Nippins ;  First  Lieutenant, 
Thomas  T.  Taylor;  Secopd  Lieutenant,  Daniel  Buckley.  Company  E — Captain,  Joseph 
R.  Horner;  First  Lieutenant,  William  H.  Gibson;  Second  Lieutenant,  John  Schwartz. 
Company  F—  Captain,  Henry  P.  Reed;  First  Lieutenant,  Alexander  L.  Cullin;  Second 
Lieutenant,  Smith  Bilderback.  Campany  6'— Captain,  James  S.  Hugg;  First  Lieu- 
tenant, William  II.  Myers;  Second  Lieutenant,  Julian  P.  Wright.  Company  11—  Cap- 
tain, Forrester  L.  Taylor ;  First  Lieutenant,  Arthur  II.  Smith ;  Second  Lieutenant, 
William  Stanley.  Company  /—Captain,  William  O.  Blood ;  First  Lieutenant,  Albert 
C.  Fuller;  Second  Lieutenant,  Isaac  Hugg.  Company  A'— Captain,  Samuel  Bolton; 
First  Lieutenant,  William  P.  Johnston  ;  Second  Lieutenant,  John  B.  Wright. 
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After  unavailing  efforts  on  the  part  of  Colonel  Lawrence  to  have 
the  regiment  attached  to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  it  was  ordered 
to  Eastport,  Mississippi,  to  report  to  General  TV.  T.  Sherman,  and 
in  pursuance  of  this  order,  left  Trenton  on  the  morning  of  the  16th 
of  November,  1863,  for  Philadelphia,  its  strength  for  duty  being 
eight  hundred.  Passing  through  Philadelphia,  by  way  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Eailroad  to  Pittsburg,  and  thence  to  Jeffersonville, 
Indiana,  it  there  took  steam-transports  down  the  Ohio  Eiver  to 
Paducah.  During  this  trip  about  seventy  men,  who  belonged  to  a 
class  with  which  all  the  later  regiments  were  embarrassed,  were  lost 
by  desertion.  They  enlisted  for  the  bounty,  and  having  obtained 
it,  left  at  the  first  opportunity.  The  main  material  of  the  regiment 
was  good,  and  had  it  been  permitted  to  take  a  more  active  part  in 
field  operations,  it  certainly  would  not  have  failed  to  sustain  the 
high  standard  of  New  Jersey  troops. 

On  the  way  down  the  Ohio,  on  the  21st  of  November,  1863, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Moore  was  placed  in  arrest,  from  which  he  was 
not  released  until  the  3d  of  July,  1864.  After  remaining  at  Padu- 
cah a  day,  the  same  transports  conveyed  the  Thirty -fourth,  in  com- 
pany with  the  Second  New  Jersey  Cavalry  and  the  Thirty -fifth 
New  Jersey  Infantry,  three  hundred  miles  up  the  Tennessee  Eiver 
to  Eastport,  Mississippi.  About  five  thousand  troops  had  been  col- 
lected there  for  the  purpose  of  keeping,  open  communications  .and 
to  co-operate  with  forces  in  the  interior,  but  a  change  of  plans  gave 
rise  to  an  order  involving  the  removal  of  the  whole  force  from 
Eastport  to  Columbus,  Kentucky,  and  in  pursuance  of  this  order 
the  12th  of  December  found  the  regiment  on  its  way  down  the 
Tennessee.  It  arrived  at  Columbus,  a  town  situated  about  thirty 
miles  below  Cairo  on  the  Mississippi,  on  the  20th  day  of  December, 
and  immediately  proceeded  to  Union  City,  Tennessee.  Here  it 
became  part  of  the  command  of  Colonel  Waring.  General  A.  J. 
Smith  was  in  command  of  the  district,  with  his  headquarters  at 
Columbus.  At  Union  City,  the  Thirty-fourth  and  Thirty-fifth  New 
Jersey  were  encamped  side  by  side. 

On  the  20th  of  December,  General  Smith  arrived  from  Columbus, 
organized  his  command  of  about  six  thousand  men  into  brigades, 


644  NEW  JERSEY  AND  THE  REBELLION. 

and  on  the  22d  of  the  same  month  took  up  his  line  of  march 
towards  a  town  in  the  interior  of  Tennessee,  for  the  purpose  of 
meeting  Forrest,  who  had  advanced  across  the  Hatchie  River  with 
a  large  force.  After  a  march  of  several  da}~s,  the  expedition 
reached  Huntingdon,  Tennessee.  The  cavalry  was  sent  forward  to 
Jackson,  but  with  no  better  result  than  to  see  the  heels  of  Forrest's 
flying  troops,  who  retreated  southward  more  rapidly  than  General 
Smith  cared  to  follow.  Forrest  being  out  of  the  country,  the  com- 
mand retraced  its  steps,  by  way  of  Paris,  Tennessee,  and  the  State 
line  road.  The  march  was  a  severe  one.  At  one  time  the  Thirty- 
fourth,  officers  and  men,  slept  upon  the  snow,  which  was  several 
inches  deep,  without  blaakets  or  tents  to  shelter  them,  the  ther- 
mometer registering  ten  degrees  below  zero. 

On  the  21st  of  January,  1864,  the  Thirty-fourth  returned  to 
Columbus,  Kentucky.  General  Smith  and  the  rest  of  the  com- 
mand moving  away,  down  the  Mississippi,  the  regiment  was  left 
at  that  point  as  a  permanent  garrison.  Colonel  Lawrence  was 
placed  in  command  of  the  post,  and  Major  Abeel  in  command  of 
the  regiment.  The  men  were  housed  in  comfortable  barracks,  and 
advantage  was  taken  of  this  opportunity  to  thoroughly  drill  the 
battalion  and  fit  it  for  active  service.  The  Inspector  of  the  Depart- 
ment, about  this  time,  complimented  it  as  the  best  drilled,  equipped 
and  ordered  regiment  in  his  inspection  district. 

During  the  winter  of  1864,  a  company  of  the  regiment  was 
mounted  under  command  of  Lieutenant  Julian  Wright,  a  gallant 
officer,  who  succeeded  in  breaking  up  and  capturing  various  preda- 
tory bands  of  guerillas  or  "  wild-cavalry."  These  bands  fre- 
quently appeared  in  such  force  as  to  require  the  support  of  the 
whole  regiment,  and  often  upon  these  occasions,  both  officers  and 
men  gave  evidence  of  superior  courage  and  efficiency. 

One  incident  in  the  history  of  the  regiment  about  this  time  is 
recorded  in  the  report  of  General  Grant,  and  deserves  special  notice. 
Speaking  of  Forrest's  raid  into  Kentucky,  he  says: 

"  During  the  months  of  March  and  April,  1S64,  this  same  force,  under  Forrest,  an- 
noyed us  considerably.  On  the  24th  of  March  it  captured  Union  City,  Kentucky,  and 
its  garrison,  and  on  the  24th  attacked  Paducah,  commanded  by  Colonel  S.  G.  Hick?, 
Fortieth  Illinois  Volunteers.     Colonel  H.,   having  but  a  smaU  force,  withdrew  to 
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the  forts  near  the  river,  from  where  he  repulsed  the  enemy  and  drove  him  from  the 
place. 

"  On  the  13th  of  April  part  of  this  force,  under  the  rebel  General  Buford,  summoned 
the  garrison  of  Columbus,  Kentucky,  to  surrender,  but  received  for  reply  from  Colonel 
Lawrence,  Thirty-fourth  New  Jersey  Volunteers,  that,  being  placed  there  by  his  gov- 
ernment, with  adequate  force  to  hold  his  post  and  repel  all  enemies  from  it,  surrender 
was  out  of  the  question." 

The  facts  as  to  this  affair  are  briefly  these :  On  the  morning  of 
the  13th  of  April,  a  brisk  skirmishing  commenced  on  the  picket- 
line  ;  presently  the  enemy  appeared  in  considerable  force,  and  the 
command  prepared  for  action.  Soon,  however,  the  firing  ceased, 
on  the  appearance  of  a  flag  of  truce  bearing  a  letter  from  General 
Buford,  commanding  a  portion  of  the  Confederate  forces,  in  which 
he  stated  that  he  desired  to  avoid  the  useless  effusion  of  blood, 
and  demanded  an  immediate  and  unconditional  surrender  of  the 
Post.  Colonel  Lawrence's  prompt  and  gallant  reply  is  given  above. 
After  a  desultory  skirmish  for  some  hours,  the  enemy  withdrew,. 
foiled  in  his  purpose  to  carry  the  position. 

During  the  month  of  May,  a  spirited  engagement  took  place  at 
Hickman,  Kentucky,  between  a  detachment  of  the  Thirty-fourth 
and  some  rebel  cavalry.  ISTo  prisoners  were  taken,  but  several  of 
the  enemy  were  killed.  Lieutenant  Johnston  distinguished  him- 
self by  a  hand  to  hand  contest  with  some  of  the  enemy,  whom  he 
finally  dispatched  with  his  pistol. 

On  the  9th  of  July,  the  regiment  was  ordered  to  proceed  into 
the  interior  for  the  purpose  of  dispersing  the  command  of  Colonel 
Outlaw  who  was  plundering  the  country  with  a  force  of  some  five 
hundred  men.  The  enemy  was  encountered  in  force  near  Clinton, 
Kentucky,  and  after  a  sharp  action  of  two  hours,  he  was  defeated 
with  a  loss  of  five  killed,  thirty  wounded,  and  seventeen  prisoners, 
including  the  notorious  Captain  Kesterson,  who  was  executed 
shortly  after. 

During  two  months  following,  Captain  Ekings'  Company  was 
stationed  upon  Island  Number  Ten,  where  it  rendered  efficient 
service.  On  the  15th  of  August,  the  regiment  was  ordered  by 
General  Payne,  then  in  command  of  the  District  of  Western  Ken- 
tucky, to  proceed  up  the  Ohio  Eiver  to  a  place  called  Uniontown, 
Kentucky,  to  join  other  troops  in  an  expedition  in  quest  of  the 
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rebel  Generals  Johnston  and  Adams,  who  had  "  raided"  into  Ken- 
tucky. The  command  was  organized  in  brigades,  of  which  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Moore  commanded  one,  including  the  Thirty-fourth, 
under  command  of  Major  Abeel.  After  a  march  of  several  days 
without  discovering  the  enemy,  the  force  was  broken  up,  and  the 
Thirty -fourth  returned  to  Columbus.  On  the  28th  of  August,  the 
•  regiment  was  ordered  to  May  field,  Kentucky,  where  it  remained 
several  weeks,  engaged  in  constructing  an  elaborate  fortification, 
but  was  finally  withdrawn  to  Paducah.  Here  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Moore  met  with  an  accident  which  disabled  him  for  duty.  Major 
Abeel  was  detached  from  the  regiment  at  one  time  as  president  of 
a  Military  Commission,  and  afterwards  as  permanent  officer  of  the 
picket.  Colonel  Lawrence  was  placed  in  command  of  a  cavalry 
brigade,  the  regiment  being  under  the  command  of  Captain 
Ekings. 

About  the  25th  of  December,  1864,  the  regiment  was  ordered  to 
join  General  A.  J.  Smith's  Corps  (the  Sixteenth),  and  proceed  to 
Nashville.  It  arrived  there  too  late  for  the  battle — and  accord- 
ingly returned  to  Paducah  on  the  10th  of  January,  1865.  Major 
Abeel  here  resigned,  and  the  regiment,  under  command  of  Colonel 
Lawrence,  left  Paducah  on  the  11th  of  January,  for  Eastport, 
Mississippi,  with  the  Eleventh  Army  Corps.  Here  they  suffered 
keenly  for  want  of  food,  having  nothing  to  eat  for  four  days  except 
parched  corn.  On  the  7th  of  February,  the  regiment  left  Eastport 
with  the  rest  of  General  Smith's  command,  the  latter  having  been 
ordered  to  report  to  General  Canby  at  New  Orleans.  The  com- 
mand reached  the  latter  city  on  the  22d  of  February.  The  capture 
of  Mobile  having  been  determined  upon,  on  the  17th  of  March  the 
regiment  left  New  Orleans  with  the  whole  command  for  Dauphin's 
Island.  On  the  8th  and  9th  of  April  it  took  part  in  the  assault  and 
capture  of  the  Spanish  fort,  Forts  Hugar,  Tracey  and  Blakeley,  in 
which  action  it  lost  three  killed  and  fifteen  wounded.  At  Fort 
Blakeley  the  regiment  was  in  the  center  of  the  assaulting  line ;  on 
its  right  was  the  Eleventh  Wisconsin  and  on  its  left  the  One  Hun- 
dred and  Seventy-eighth  New  York,  the  brigade  being  under  the 
command  of  Colonel  Wilson.     Colonel  Lawrence  led  the  regiment 
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gallantly,  and  both  officers  and  men  conducted  themselves  with 
distinguished  courage,  not  a  man  flinching  from  the  fierce  rain  of 
shot  and  shell  poured  out  from  the  fort.  They  were  not  the  first 
over  the  walls,  only  because  they  had  a  longer  and  harder  road  than 
the  other  regiments  of  the  brigade. 

After  the  capture  of  Mobile,  the  regiment  was  sent  to  Montgom- 
ery, Alabama.  There  it  remained  for  several  months,  doing  pro- 
vost duty  and  supporting  the  Freedmen's  Bureau.  During  the  fall 
and  winter  of  1865,  detached  companies  were  stationed  at  Monte- 
vallo,  Talladega,  Gainesville,  Tuscaloosa  and  other  towns  on  the 
Alabama  and  Tennessee  River  Railroad.  In  the  month  of  October, 
1865,  Colonel  Lawrence  resigned,  when  Lieutenant-Colonel  Moore 
became  Colonel,  afterwards  receiving  the  brevet  of  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral. The  regiment  was  mustered  out  on  the  10th  of  April,  1866, 
and  reached  Trenton  on  the  30th  of  April,  where  it  was  paid  off 
and  disbanded. 

The  Thirty-fourth  New  Jersey,  serving  as  it  did  two  thousand 
miles  from  home,  attracted  less  attention  than  those  New  Jersey 
troops  who  were  more  nearly  under  the  eye  of  the  State.  Going 
to  the  "Western  army,  it  encountered  the  prejudice  which  existed 
in  that  army  against  Eastern  troops,  but  it  served  long  enough  to 
live  down  that  prejudice,  to  wring  expressions  of  admiration  from 
unwilling  lips,  and  to  carry  the  fame  of  New  Jersey  soldiers  into 
the  valley  of  the  Mississippi. 

The  regiment  was  unfortunate  in  not  having  been  sooner  ordered 
into  the  field  with  the  larger  armies,  but  when  it  did  encounter  the 
enemy,  it  never  failed  to  do  its  entire  duty.  It  had  the  honor  of 
striking  one  of  thejjjpast  blows  at  the  rebellion,  and  of  being  the 
last  volunteer  regiment  from  New  Jersey  to  quit  the  service  of  the 
Union  upon  the  conclusion  of  the  war. 


CHAPTEK    XXIX. 

THE     THIRTY-FIFTH     REGIMENT. 

The  Thirty-fifth  Eegiment,  recruited  chiefly  in  the  Counties  of 
Essex  and  Hunterdon,  was  mustered  into  service  at  Flemington, 
in  September,  1863,  and  soon  after  proceeded  to  Washington.1 
Thence,  it  was  transferred,  some  weeks  later,  by  way  of  Wheeling 
and  Cincinnati,  and  Jefferson ville,  Indiana;  to  Paducah,  Kentucky, 
whence,  in  company  with  the  Thirty-fourth  Eegiment,  it  was  con- 
veyed by  transports  up  the  Tennessee  Eiver  to  Eastport,  Missis- 
sippi, where  a  force  of  troops  was  collecting  with  a  view  of  guard- 
ing the  communications  of  our  army  in  the  interior.  Other  orders, 
however,  being  received,  the  regiment,  early  in  December,  was 
^removed  to  Columbus,  Kentucky,  and  thence  to  Union  City,  Ten- 
nessee, where  it  went  into  winter  quarters,  Colonel  Cladek  having 
for  a  time  command  of  the  post.  About  the  middle  of  January, 
1864,  the  regiment  returned  to  Columbus,  and  with  the  rest  of  the 
Command  proceeded  down  the  Mississippi  to  Vicksburg.    Moving 


1  The  original  roster  of  the  regiment  was  as  follows  : 

Colonel,  John  J.  Cladek;  Licutcnat-Colonel,  Willian  A.  Henry;  Major,  Austin  H. 
Patterson;  Adjutant,  J.  Augustus  Fay,  Jr.;  Quartermaster,  Lemuel  R.  Young;  Sur- 
geon, George  E.  Summers ;  Assistant-Surgeons,  Richard  G.  Taylor,  John  T.  Lanning ; 
Chaplain,  Nathaniel  L.  Upham.  Company  A — Captain,  Charles  A.  Angel ;  First  Lieu- 
tenant, Andrew  L.  Day  ;  Second  Lieutenant,  James  McMillan.  Company  B — Captain, 
William  II.  Williams ;  First  Lieutenant,  Robert  Rea ;  Second  Lieutenant,  Edwin  G. 
Smith.  Company  C—  Captain,  George  E.  Dayton;  First  Lieutenant,  Samuel  II.  Pen- 
nington, Jr. ;  Second  Lieutenant,  Stephen  D.  Soule.  Company  D— Captain,  Richard 
D.  Cook ;  First  Lieutenant,  Dayid  Pierson ;  Second  Lieutenant,  David  S.  Oliphant. 
Company  iv— Captain,  John  B.  Sine ;  First  Lieutenant,  Charles  B.  Cornish  ;  Second 
Lieutenant,  James  Vanover.  Company  F—  Captain,  Ira  C.  Carman,  Jr. ;  First  Lieuten- 
ant, Abraham  J.  Beekman ;  Second  Lieutenant,  Samuel  J.  Beekman.  Compatiy  G — 
Captain,  Louis  Helmcr ;  First  Lieutenant,  Frank  S.  Taylor ;  Second  Lieutenant,  John 
N.  Rose ;  Jr.  Company  //—Captain,  William  Spain ;  First  Lieutenant,  James  Wr.  Chris- 
tie; Second  Lieutenant,  Lawrence  Farrcll.  Company  /—Captain,  Augustus  Dusen- 
berry ;  First  Lieutenant,  Samuel  J.  Ilarman ;  Second  Lieutenant,  John  R.  Ross.  Com- 
pany K—  Captain,  John  T.  Rowell;  First  Lieutenant,  Henry  A.  Spccler;  Second  Lieu- 
tenant, Charles  F.  Cole. 
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out  from  that  point,  it  participated  in  the  Meridian  expedition  in 
February,  having  several  skirmishes  and  losing  a  few  men,  being 
absent  altogether  thirty-two  days.  Eeturning  to  Yicksburg,  it 
was  now  transferred  to  Cairo,  whence,  after  a  week,  it  was  sent 
to  Sherman's  army,  then  preparing  around  Chattanooga  for  its 
memorable  campaign  against  Atlanta.  Here  it  was  attached  to  the 
First  Brigade,  Second  Division,  Sixteenth  Corps,  and  without 
delay  addressed  itself  to  the  work  of  preparing  for  the  formidable 
encounters  justly  supposed  to  lie  before  it. 

The  first  engagement  of  any  importance  in  which  the  regiment 
participated,  occurred  on  the  13th  and  14th  of  May,  before  Eesaca, 
Georgia,  to  which  the  rebel  army  under  General  Johnston  had 
fallen  back  from  Dalton.  On  the  morning  of  the  13th,  the  Thirty- 
fifth,  which  belonged  to  the  Fourth  Division  of  the  Sixteenth 
Corps,  was  ordered  to  advance,  which  it  did  for  a  distance  of  some 
five  miles,  when  line  of  battle  was  formed,  and  the  advance  was 
renewed,  the  troops  pushing  over  hills  and  through  ravines,  until 
the  extreme  front  was  reached.  The  regiment  was  now  in  an  open 
plain,  with  the  enemy  only  some  two  hundred  yards  distant,  con- 
cealed by  bushes,  from  which  he  at  once  opened  fire.  The  fire, 
however,  was  promptly  returned,  compelling  the  rebels,  numbering 
two  regiments,  to  abandon  their  position  in  some  disorder.  The 
Thirty-fifth,  then  obtaining  the  cover  of  the  woods  (but  pursuit 
being  deemed  imprudent),  was  ordered  to  the  left  as  a  support  to  a 
battery.  Here  the  men  were  peculiarly  exposed,  being  not  only 
in  line  of  the  shots  of  the  enemy,  but  liable  to  be  crushed  by 
the  falling  branches  of  trees  severed  by  the  balls  and  shells  of 
our  own  guns.  The  regiment,  however,  stood  bravely  at  its 
post,  holding  the  ground  during  the  night — having  lost  during  the 
day  one  man  killed  (Rudolph  P.  Cain,  of  Company  K,)  and  thirteen 
wounded.  On  the  morning  of  the  14th,  the  enemy  again  opened 
fire,  no  reply,  however,  being  made  by  our  line.  About  noon,  the 
Thirty-fifth  was  ordered  up  as  a  support  to  a  storming  party,  and 
being  obliged  to  move  along  a  narrow  road  and  across  a  bridge, 
suffered  some  loss  from  the  musketry  of  the  rebels,  of  whom  there 
were  two  brigades  in  front.  The  regiment,  however,  bravely  pe*- 
82 
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formed  its  part,  and  being  afterwards  ordered  to  the  right  to  assist 
in  checking  an  advance  of  the  rebels,  successfully  executed  that 
duty  also,  repulsing  the  enemy  and  holding  and  intrenching  the 
ground  it  had  occupied.  Here,  behind  the  hastily  constructed 
works,  the  command  remained  during  the  whole  of  the  following 
day,  repelling  all  assaults  and  inflicting  serious  damage  on  the 
enemy.  Eesaca  being  evacuated,  on  the  15th  Captain  Angel,  with 
two  companies,  was  sent  into  the  town,  where  he  captured  thirty 
prisoners  and  took  two  mails.  Among  the  wounded  in  these  two 
days'  operations  were  Lieutenants  S.  J.  Harman  and  E.  G.  Smith. 
The  total  casualties  amounted  to  two  men  killed,  two  officers  and 
twenty  men  wounded.2 

2  The  following  is  Colonel  Cladek's  report  of  this  action  as  made  to  Governor 
Parker : 

"Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  your  Excellency,  the  part  taken  by  my  regi- 
ment, under  my  command,  in  the  action  of  Resaca,  Georgia,  on  the  loth,  14th,  and 
loth  of  May,  1864. 

"  Between  the  hours  of  three  and  four  o'clock,  p.  m.,  May  13th,  the  regiment  formed 
in  the  third  line  of  battle  on  the  right  of  General  Morgan  L.  Smith's  command, 
advancing  in  line  over  fences  and  up  a  wooded  hill,  crossing  ravines  hardly  passable 
for  mounted  officers.  My  regiment  cleared  the  fences  and  wood-land  at  double-quick 
time,  coming  out  on  an  open  plain  facing  the  river  Oostenaula,  about  two  miles  above 
the  town  of  Resaca,  Georgia.  The  regiment  had  but  cleared  the  woods,  when  two 
rebel  regiments  opened  a  brisk  fusilade  tire  on  us.  I  immediately  gave  the  command 
"commence  firing,"  not,  however,  before  I  had  three  or  four  men  wounded.  Two 
lines  of  battle  were  before  me  when  I  entered  the  woods,  but  somehow,  through  the 
nature  of  the  ground  I  got  to  the  extreme  front ;  the  firing  lasted  about  fifteen  min- 
utes, when  both  the  rebel  regiments  gave  way  and  ran,  when  I  withdrew  my  regiment 
under  cover  of  the  woods,  on  account  of  a  regiment  to  my  left  giving  way,  and  I  think- 
ing myself  flanked — otherwise  I  would  have  charged  upon  the  retreating  rebel  regi- 
ments. In  this  day's  action  I  lost  one  killed  and  thirteen  wounded ;  my  own  and  Lieu- 
tenant (Acting  Adjutant)  Pierson's  horses  were  wounded.  The  enemy  giving  way  in 
this  quarter,  we  were  ordered  to  the  left  to  support  some  of  our  batteries,  but  in  such 
a  position  as  to  be  under  two  fires,  the  enemy's  shells  bursting  over  us,  and  our  own 
shot  tearing  limbs  of  trees  to  splinters  above  our  heads,  which  became  dangerous  for 
my  men.  Here  I  lost  several  men  wounded,  as  two  of  my  companies,  E  and  I,  were 
out  skirmishing  with  the  rebels,  under  command  of  Captain  Charles  A.  Angel,  my 
Acting  Major,  on  the  river  front. 

"  Early  on  the  morning  of  the  14th,  we  left  our  position  of  supporting  batteries  for 
Resaca.  We  crossed  a  bridge  under  the  rebel  works  where  we  received  a  deadly  fire 
from  artillery  and  infantry,  under  cover  of  rifle-pits.  Here  I  lost  one  man  killed  and 
one  wounded,  and  would  have  lost  many  had  I  not  immediately,  seeing  the  danger, 
ordered  my  men  under  cover.  Shortly  after  an  order  came  to  return  to  our  brigade, 
ordered  to  the  rear  for  refreshment  and  rest.  But  at  that  moment  our  right  center 
under  General  Morgan  L.  Smith  being  repulsed,  1  was  ordered  with  my  regiment  to  his 
support,  passing  through  the  right  under  the  rebel  works. 

"After  arriving  on  the  new  position  assigned  me,  the  Thirty-fifth  gave  three  rousing 
cheers,  tending  to  inspire  our  troops  in  front  with  fresh  energy,  when  the  rebels  opened 
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The  enemy  having  withdrawn,  our  army  at  once  pressed  forward 
in  pursuit,  capturing  Rome  and  Kingston,  appearing  in  the  vicinity 
of  Dallas  on  the  25th.  The  country  traversed  was  very  rugged, 
mountainous  and  densely  wooded,  with  few  and  obscure  roads,  and 
the  march  was  attended  by  many  discomforts ;  but  the  troops  sub- 


a  cross-fire  of  shot,  shell  and  cannister  upon  us  as  we  advanced,  but  fortunately,  we 
escaped  with  one  man  wounded.  At  half  past  nine  o'clock,  p.  m.,  we  were  ordered  to 
throw  up  intrenchments,  which  we  did,  and  at  three  o'clock,  a.  m.,  the  15th,  we  were 
safely  behind  them,  where  we  lay  safe  all  the  following  day — delivering  a  murderous 
fire,  and  repulsing  every  attempt  made  by  the  rebels  to  advance,  the  enemy's  fire  tak- 
ing no  effect  upon  us.  Some  time  during  the  night  the  rebels  evacuated  Resaca,  and 
Captain  Angel,  with  the  two  companies  under  his  command,  was  ordered  to  enter  the 
town,  which  duty  he  performed  admirably,  capturing  thirty  rebels  and  two  mails,  one 
to,  and  one  from  their  army,  which  they  did  not  have  time  to  assort. 

"In  respect  to  the  behaviour  of  my  regiment  in  this  action  I  cannot  find  words  to 
express  my  satisfaction.  Officers  and  men  tried  to  outdo  each  other  in  gallant  beha- 
viour, especially  Captain  Charles  A.  Angel,  Acting  Major,  and  Lieutenant  David  Pier- 
son,  Acting  Adjutant.  To  both  those  officers  great  honor  is  due.  I  not  alone  recom- 
mend them  to  your  excellency,  but  the  whole  regiment  to  a  man,  acting  like  a  body  of 
soldiers  grown  old  in  battles.  I  feel  as  proud  of  them  as  Napoleon  did  of  his  '  Old 
Guard.*  They  have  earned  and  won  for  themselves  a  gallant  name  among  our  Western 
troops  in  the  Department,  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee. 

"John  J.  Cladek, 
"  Colonel  Commanding  Regiment." 

The  following  correspondence  between  General  Woods  and  General  Dodge,  Com- 
manding the  Left  Wing  of  the  Sixteenth  Army  Corps,  is  of  interest  in  this  connection: 

"Headquarters,  First  Brigade,  First  Division,  Fifteenth  Corps,  ) 
Near  Kingston,  Georgia,  May  21,  1864.      \ 
"General:    *    *    *    General  Smith  wishes  me  to  speak  most  approvingly  of  the 
conduct  of  the  Thirty-fifth  New  Jersey  Infantry,  sent  to  him  when  his  troops  were 
hard  pressed.    On  ascending  the  crest  of  the  hills  they  gave  three  rousing  cheers  which 
inspired  my  troops  with  fresh  vigor.    Although  a  small  regiment,  they  acted  nobly, 
as  my  support  on  the  14th  of  May,  and  until  the  enemy  retired. 
"  I  am,  General,  your  obedient  servant. 

"  Charles  R.  Wood, 
"  Brigadier  General  Commanding. 
"To  Brigadier  General  G.  W.  Dodge,  Commanding  Sixteenth  Army  Corps.1' 

"Headquarters,  Left  Wing,  Sixteenth  Corps,  ) 
"Near  Kingston,  Georgia,  May  21,  1804.      \ 
"  Brigadier  General  Charles  R.  Woods,  Commanding  First  Brigade,  First  Division, 
Fifteenth  Corps : 

"  General:  I  take  great  pleasure  in  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  your  communica- 
tion of  this  date,  in  relation  to  the  Twenty-fifth  Wisconsin  and  Thirty-fifth  New  Jer- 
sey Infantry.  It  has  been  forwarded  promptly  to  them,  and  will  receive  their  hearty 
response. 

"Please  accept  my  thanks  for  your  prompt  and  generous  acknowledgment  of  their 
services. 

"I  am,  General,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

"G.W.Dodge, 
"Brigadier  General  Commanding." 
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mitted  cheerfully  to  all  fatigues.  At  Dallas,  Johnston  had  concen- 
trated his  forces  with  a  view  of  checking  our  further  advance,  his 
intrenched  lines  extending  from  Dallas  to  Marietta,  over  a  most 
difficult  region.  Here  two  days  were  spent,  amid  skirmishing  and 
fighting,  in  making  careful  approaches — a  fierce  engagement  taking 
place  on  the  25th,  near  New  Hope  Church,  four  miles  north  of 
Dallas,  between  Hooker's  Corps  and  a  part  of  the  rebel  force.  On 
the  27th,  Johnston  struck  our  right  at  Dallas,  but  was  repulsed 
with  loss.  On  the  same  day,  the  Thirty-fifth  was  again  engaged, 
two  companies  under  Captain  Angel  (Acting  Major)  being  deployed 
as  skirmishers,  and  charging  the  enemy  with  great  gallantry, 
driving  him  from  an  eminence  which  other  regiments  had  entirely 
failed  to  carry.  Subsequently,  however,  the  rebels  advancing  two 
lines  of  battle,  the  Jersey  men  were  obliged  to  fall  back,  which  they 
did  in  good  style.  During  the  two  following  days  the  regiment 
was  almost  constantly  engaged  on  the  skirmish  line,  losing 
altogether  four  men  killed,  eight  wounded  and  one  missing.  The 
killed  were  Michael  Furry  and  Theodore  Case,  of  Company  E, 
George  Pratt,  of  Company  F,  and  William  Cordham,  of  Company  L3 
On  the  1st  of  June,  moving  his  army  to  the  left  along  the  rebel 
front  and  enveloping  Altoona  Pass,  Sherman  compelled  the  enemy 
to  evacuate  that  position,  and  also  to  fall  back  from  the  intrench- 
ments  covering  New  Hope  Church  and  Ackworth.  Altoona  Pass 
was  promptly  garrisoned  and  made  a  secondary  base  of  supplies, 
and  the  communication  between  that  point  and  others  in  the  rear 
being  fully  restored,  Sherman  again  moved  forward.  On  the  5th, 
the  Thirty-fifth  regiment  was  ordered  to  the  flank,  and  after  con- 
structing an  earthwork,  was  advanced  to  Ackworth  and  thence  to 
Big  Shanty,  where  our  forces  were  rapidly  concentrating,  prepara- 

3  The  follow  ing  is  an  extract  from  Colonel  Cladek's  official  report: 
uOn  the  27th  of  May,  Company  I,  Captain  Dusenbury,  and  Company  E,  Captain 
Sine,  were  deployed  as  skirmishers,  under  command  ot:  Captain  C.  A.  Angel  (Acting 
Major),  and  charged  the  enemy  in  splendid  style,  driving  them  from  a  very  strong  posi- 
tion, and  from  which  other  regiments  had  tried  in  vain  to  dislodge  them. 

"  The  behavior  of  the  officers  and  men  engaged  is  worthy  of  all  praise,  although  they 
were  compelled  to  relinquish  the  hill,  tor  which  they  fought  so  gallantly,  as  two  of  the 
enemy's  lines  of  battle  advanced  against  them.  Several  regiments  tried  for  the  next 
three  days  to  gain  the  hill,  but  did  not  succeed.''1 
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tory  to  a  fresh  demonstration.  Kenesaw  mountain,  with,  its  almost 
equally  formidable  neighbors,  Pine  and  Lost  mountains,  now  stood 
in  Sherman's  path.  On  the  peak  of  each  of  these  mountains  the 
enemy  had  his  signal  stations,  and  in  front  of  the  points  not  impreg- 
nable by  nature,  Johnston  had  arrayed  strong  lines  of  battle,  the 
left  resting  on  Lost  Mountain  and  the  right  extending  across  the 
Marietta  and  Ackworth  road.  By  the  11th  of  June,  Sherman's 
lines  were  close  up,  and  he  made  dispositions  to  break  the  enemy's 
lines  between  Kenesaw  and  Pine  mountains.  On  the  14th  and 
15th,  while  Hooker  and  Howard  were  pushing  the  enemy,  the 
Thirty-fifth  Kegiment  was  engaged  on  the  skirmish  line,  losing 
seven  men  killed  and  eight  wounded — Captains  Courtois  and  Frazer 
being  among  the  latter.  On  the  16th  it  marched  to  Kenesaw  and 
participated  in  the  movements  against  that  position  until,  after  con- 
stant battering  and  murderous  fighting  extending  over  a  fortnight, 
Sherman  determined  to  throw  his  whole  army  rapidly  by  the  right  to 
threaten  Kickajack  Creek  and  Tanner's  Ferry,  across  the  Chatta- 
hoochee. This  movement  compelled  Johnston  to  abandon  Kene- 
saw, and  on  the  3d  of  July  it  was  in  our  possession.4  On  the  2d, 
while  advancing  upon  the  rebel  works  near  Nickajack  Creek,  the 
skirmishers  of  the  Thirty-fifth  had  another  smart  engagement, 
during  which  Acting  Major  Angel,  while  only  thirty  yards  from 
the  rebel  position,  was  killed.  No  officer  in  the  regiment  had  dis- 
played higher  soldierly  qualifications  or  was  more  generally  beloved  ; 
and  bis  death  was  sincerely  lamented,  not  only  in  his  own  com- 
mand, but  throughout  the  entire  brigade. 

Immediately  upon  Johnston's  withdrawal,  our  whole  army 
pressed  forward  in  pursuit.  On  the  8th,  the  Thirty-fifth  entered 
Marietta,  proceeding  thence  to  the  Chattahoochee,  which  it  forded 
on  the  9th.  Intrenching  strongly,  the  regiment,  with  the  rest  of 
the  army,  rested  for  some  days,  Johnston  meanwhile  taking  up  a 
new  line  covering  Atlanta,  but  being  superceded  in  command  by 
General  J.  B.  Hood  only  a  day  or  two  after.     On  the  19th,  the 


*  The  loss  of  the  regiment  during  the  operations  at  Kenesaw  was  thirteen  men 
wounded. 
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Thirty-fifth,  having  resumed  its  advance,  reached  Decatur,  pro- 
ceeding the  day  following  to  the  front  some  three  miles,  but  return- 
ing on  the  20th,  and  participating  on  the  22d  in  the  engagement  at 
that  place.  At  this  time,  three  regiments  of  the  brigade,  with  an 
aggregate  strength  of  fourteen  hundred  effective  righting  men, 
were  posted  in  different  parts  of  the  town  as  a  garrison,  being 
commanded  by  Colonel  Sprague  of  the  Sixty-third  Ohio.  About 
noon  on  the  22d,  the  command  was  attacked  by  an  overwhelming 
force  of  infantry  and  cavalry,  and  the  men  being  so  scattered  as  to 
render  prompt  co-operation  impossible,  successful  resistance  seemed 
out  of  the  question.  The  Thirty-fifth,  however,  promptly  formed 
and  moved  to  the  right  and  front  to  support  a  line  of  skirmishers, 
who,  as  it  reached  the  position  designated,  were  already  retiring  in 
confusion.  But  the  men  of  the  Thirty-fifth  moved  steadily  into 
line  of  battle,  and  at  once  opened  on  the  rebels,  checking  them  for 
some  minutes.  Soon,  however  they  advanced  with  added  force, 
and  the  regiment,  vastly  outnumbered,  gradually  fell  back  for  a 
distance  of  thirty  yards,  when  it  again  turned  and  poured  a  deadly 
volley  into  the  ranks  of  the  pursuers,  causing  them  in  turn  to  fall 
back.  But  their  repulse  was  but  for  a  moment.  Promptly  rallied 
by  their  officers,  the  rebels  once  more  advanced,  and  although  the 
Thirty-fifth  a  third  time  turned  upon  them  and  held  them  for  half 
an  hour,  it  was  at  last  compelled  to  retire  finally  to  the  town, 
Here  the  regiment  was  joined  by  the  rest  of  the  brigade,  but  the 
enemy  coming  in  on  all  sides,  the  entire  command  continued  the 
retreat,  suffering  severely  from  the  fire  of  the  pursuers — the  casu- 
alties  in  the  Thirty 'fifth  numbering  one  killed  and  sixteen  wounded, 
with  a  loss  of  two  officers  and  thirty-seven  men  missing.  The 
picket  line  during  the  day  was  in  charge  of  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Henry,  who  displayed  great  coolness,  but  many  of  the  men  being 
cut  off,  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  Among  the  captured 
were  Captain  A.  Dusenberry  and  Lieutenant  David  S.  Oliphant. 

On  the  23d,  the  enemy  having  withdrawn,  the  Thirty-fifth  re* 
entered  the  town  and  intrenched,  but  on  the  day  following  moved 
to  the  front,  taking  position  in  the  rifle-pits  in  front  of  Atlanta.  Here 
the  army  was  confronted  by  a  strong  line  of  rebel  works,  two  miles 
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from  the  city,  and  heavy  fighting  had  already  taken  place  at  various 
points  in  front  of  the  position,  resulting  in  a  rebel  loss  of  seven  or 
eight  thousand  men.  Sherman,  resorting  again  to  strategy,  on  the 
night  of  the  26th  shifted  one  of  his  corps  from  our  extreme  left  to 
the  extreme  right,  initiating  a  general  movement  to  flank  Hood 
out  of  Atlanta  by  cutting  the  railroads  in  his  rear.  This  move- 
ment, although  detected  by  the  enemy,  was  substantially  accom- 
plished, and  our  men  were  hastily  covering  their  new  front  with  a 
wide  breastwork  when,  on  the  28th,  Hood  poured  out  in  strong 
force  on  the  west  side  of  Atlanta,  striking  our  right,  held  by  Logan's 
(Fifteenth)  Corps,  with  great  violence.  The  Thirty -fifth  regiment 
at  this  time,  having  the  previous  day  driven  in  the  rebel  skirmish- 
ers, had  taken  position  in  the  line  to  the  left  of  the  Fifteenth  Corps  ; 
but  as  the  enemy,  after  a  fierce  cannonade,  advanced  on  our  right, 
it  was  moved  forward  to  the  support  of  Smith's  Brigade  of  the 
corps  assailed.  The  advance  was  made  under  a  sharp  fire  from  the 
rebel  guns,  but  the  men,  cheering  lustily,  moved  steadily  into  posi- 
tion and  soon  became  hotly  engaged.  The  regiment  being  posted 
in  the  edge  of  a  woods  and  somewhat  protected  by  a  barricade  of 
logs  and  rails,  had  an  advantage  in  position,  and  it  improved  it 
fully.  Seven  distinct  times  the  enemy  advanced  to  the  assault,  and 
as  often  was  bloodily  repulsed.  As  the  day  waned,  other  regiments 
came  to  the  support  of  the  Thirty-fifth,  but  they  were  not  needed, 
the  position  being  held  until  the  enemy,  broken  aud  vanquished, 
finally  withdrew,  leaving  his  dead  upon  the  field.  In  this  engage- 
ment, the  flag  of  the  regiment  was  riddled  with  bullets  and  the  State 
standard  was  twice  shot  down  but  as  many  times  replaced.  The 
loss  of  the  command  was  very  slight,  only  five  men  being  wounded. 
This  was  the  last  serious  engagement  in  which  the  regiment  par- 
ticipated in  this  campaign.  On  the  1st  of  August,  the  Thirty-fifth 
advanced  its  position  and  took  possession  of  a  line  of  partially 
completed  rifle-pits,  which  it  held  until  the  11th,  meanwhile  assist- 
ing in  the  construction  of  works  at  the  front.  On  the  10th,  a  shell 
from  the  enemy's  guns  exploded  in  the  camp  of  the  regiment,  kill- 
ing one  and  wounding  six  men,  two  of  whom  subsequently  died. 
On  the  11th,  being  ordered  on  the  skirmish  line,  the  regiment  drove 


656  NEW  JERSEY  AND  THE  REBELLION. 

the  enemy's  pickets  out  of  their  pits  and  took  possession,  losing  two 
men  wounded  in  the  movement.  On  the  25th.  the  regiment  was 
detailed  to  guard  the  train  of  the  Sixteenth  Corps,  and  continued 
on  this  duty  until  September  8th.  Atlanta  meanwhile  had  been 
evacuated,  and  our  forces  were  in  possession,  so  that,  the  arduous 
work  of  the  campaign  having  been  completed,  the  Thirty-fifth, 
having  reported  for  orders,  was  sent  into  camp  near  East  Point — 
having  fairly  earned,  by  gallantry  in  action  and  endurance  on  the 
march  and  in  the  trenches,  the  rest  which  it  was  now  to  enjoy.5 


5  The  following  is  the  official  report  of  this  campaign,  dated  "Near  East  Point, 
Georgia,  September  11,  1804 :" 

"In  compliance  with  orders  from  brigade  headquarters,  I  herewith  submit  a  report 
of  the  part  taken  by  this  regiment  in  the  campaign  just  brought  to  a  close. 

"  On  the  1st  day  of  May,  the  regiment  marched  from  Decatur,  Alabama,  to  Wood- 
ville  and  thence  by  railroad  to  Chattanooga,  Tennessee,  whence  it  marched  to  Resaca, 
Georgia,  and  on  the  9th  advanced  on  that  town  and  about  six  o'clock,  p.  m.,  marched 
to  camp,  where  we  arrived  at  ten  o'clock,  p.  m.,  and  on  the  loth,  14th  and  loth  took 
part  in  the  engagement  before  that  town,  losing  two  men  killed,  two  officers  and 
twenty  men  wounded  and  one  missing. 

"  On  the  10th  we  marched  forward,  and  after  several  days  marching  arrived  at  Dallas 
on  the  evening  of  the  27th,  and  was  engaged  with  the  enemy  on  the  2Sth.  Captain 
Charles  A.  Angel,  in  command  of  Companies  E  and  I,  advanced  up  the  heights,  and 
after  holding  it  a  short  time  was  compelled  to  retire.  The  regiment  took  part  in  the 
line  of  skirmishers  in  all  that  occurred  at  Dallas,  losing  four  men  killed,  eight  wounded 
and  one  missing. 

"  On  June  5th,  we  were  ordered  to  the  flank  and  intrenched  ourselves,  building  a 
circular  earthwork. 

"  On  the  6th  we  were  relieved  and  marched  to  Ackworth,  from  thence  we  marched 
to  Big  Shanty  and  while  on  skirmish  line  on  the  14th  and  15th,  lost  seven  men  killed  and 
eight  wounded.  We  then  marched  to  Keuesaw  mountain  and  took  part  in  the  move- 
ments at  that  place,  losing  thirteen  men  wounded. 

"  On  the  morning  of  July  2d  marched  from  Kenesaw,  and  on  the  4th  of  July,  while 
advancing  on  the  enemy's  works  near  Nickajack  Creek,  Captain  and  Acting  Major 
Charles  A.  Angel  was  killed,  thus  losing  to  the  service  a  valuable  and  accomplished 
oflicer.  From  thence  we  marched  to  the  right,  and  on  the  8th  -vvc  marched  to  Marietta 
and  from  thence  to  Chattahoochee  river,  which  we  forded  on  the  9tk  and  intrenched 
and  rested  for  some  days  ;  we  again  marched,  and  on  the  ISth  arrived  at  Decatur,  and 
marched  to  the  front  the  next  day.  The  day  following  we  returned  to  Decatur,  and  on 
the  22d  took  part  hi  the  engagement  at  that  place.  We  lost  one  man  killed  and  sixteen 
wounded,  two  officers  and  thirty-seven  men  missing.  Companies  I  and  D  being  on 
picket  duty,  were  cut  off  and  were  nearly  all  captured. 

"  On  the  23d  we  re-entered  the  town  and  went  to  "  Camp  Conscript,"  where  we  in- 
trenched. 

"  On  the  24th  we  marched  to  the  front  of  Atlanta  and  took  position  in  rifle-pits,  and 
on  the  night  of  the  SGth  we  were  again  on  the  march  to  the  center,  where  we  arrived 
on  the  evening  of  the  27th,  and  after  skirmishing  with  the  enemy  took  position.  We 
lost  on  this  occasion  one  man  killed. 

"  On  the  2Sth  we  were  ordered  to  reinforce  the  Fifteenth  Army  Corps  and  arrived  at 
scene  of  action  about  two  o'clock,  p.  m.,  and  at  once  became  hotly  engaged  with  the 
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During  the  month  of  October  the  Thirty-fifth  participated  in  the 
movement  of  a  portion  of  the  army  to  Marietta,  Big  Shanty  and 
other  points  menaced  by  the  rebels  under  Hood,  but  was  only  once 
actively  engaged,  namely,  at  Kesaca,  on  the  15th,  where  the  regi- 
ment lost  twenty-five  killed  and  wounded.  During  the  month, 
the  regiment  marched  in  all  two  hundred  and  twenty-one  miles. 
In  the  early  part  of  November,  Sherman  concentrated  his  forces 
around  Eome  and  Kingston,  Georgia,  and  on  the  14th,  having 
completed  all  his  plans,  cut  loose  from  his  base,  and  set  out  on  his 
march  to  the  sea.  The  Thirty-fifth,  still  attached  to  the  Sixteenth 
Corps,  broke  camp  on  the  loth,  and  during  a  considerable  portion 
of  the   march   was   employed  in   destroying   railroads,   guarding 


enemy,  who  advanced  upon  us  some  seven  times  and  each  time  was  repulsed,  owing 
no'  doubt  to  the  fact  that  we  were  posted  on  the  edge  of  the  woods  and  intrenched 
behind  logs  and  rails.  Our  loss  was  very  light,  having  but  one  officer  and  four  men 
wounded.  After  the  fight  we  returned  to  our  former  encampment,  and  on  the  1st  of 
August  advanced  our  position  and  finished  rifle-pits,  which  we  found  partially  com- 
pleted. 

"  On  the  night  of  the  8th  we  were  ordered  to  the  front  to  throw  up  works,  and  after 
working  all  night,  were  relieved  and  returned  to  camp. 

"  On  the  10th,  a  shell  from  the  enemy  exploded  in  our  camp,  killing  one  and  wound- 
ing six  men,  two  of  whom  have  since  died. 

"  On  the  11th  we  were  ordered  on  skirmish  line,  and  also  to  advance  the  line,  which 
we  did,  driving  the  enemy's  pickets  out  of  their  pits  easily.    We  lost  ten  men  wounded. 

<lOn  the  25th  we  marched  out  in  charge  of  the  Sixteenth  Army  Corps  wagon  trains 
as  guard.  Owing  to  some  mistake  in  orders,  wc  found  ourselves  on  the  night  of  that 
day  entirely  outside  of  our  extreme  right  flank  pickets,  where  wc  encamped  with  thirty 
wagons.  I  caused  trees  to  be  felled  forming  an  abattis,  and  extra  pickets  to  be  posted, 
and  otherwise  taking  all  precautions  that  I  deemed  necessary  to  insure  our  safety. 

"On  the  2Gth,  we  retraced  our  steps  and  joined  the  maiu  train  with  which  we  con- 
tinued to  do  duty  until  relieved  September  8th,  on  which  day  I  reported  to  brigade 
headquarters  for  duty. 

"In  conclusion,  I  would  state  that  the  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men  of  this  com- 
mand has  been  all  that  could  be  desired.  In  the  hour  of  danger  and  battle  they  always 
have  shown  the  most  determined  bravery  and  cheerful  obedience  to  orders  which  is  so 
necessary  to  insure  success. 

"  Of  Colonel  Cladck  (now  absent  on  duty)  in  command  of  the  regiment  through  most 
of  the  campaign,  I  must  say  that  his  good  judgment,  habits  of  discipline,  cheerful 
attention  to  the  wants  of  those  under  his  command  and  his  cool,  determined  bravery  on 
the  field  of  battle  (thus  giving  a  noble  example  to  his  officers  and  men),  has  proved 
him  to  be  an  efficient  and  accomplished  officer,  of  whom  his  officers  and  men  will  ever 
feel  proud. 

Recapitulation:  Killed,  seventeen ;  wounded,  eighty ;  missing,  forty-one ;  one  man 
killed  on  the  11th  of  August,  not  in  body  of  report. 

"Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

"  William  A.  Henry, 
"Lieutenant-Colonel  Commanding  Regiment.'' 
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trains  and  foraging  on  the  country — marching  during  the  month 
two  hundred  and  eighty-two  miles  in  all.  On  the  2d  of  December 
the  command  struck  the  railroad  at  Millen,  formerly  a  rebel  prison 
camp,  whence  the  prisoners  had  been  removed  on  the  approach  of 
our  cavalry.  On  the  5th,  the  regiment  was  engaged  as  a  support 
to  the  cavalry  advance,  but  suffered  no  casualties.  On  the  9th, 
the  regiment  again  came  up  with  the  enemy,  and  being  deployed 
as  skirmishers  advanced  over  very  difficult  ground,  driving  the 
rebels  before  them,  and  keeping  up  a  running  fight  for  a  distance 
of  four  miles — our  men  passing  through  two  lines  of  the  enemy's 
works.  During  the  day,  Corporal  Williams  was  killed  by  a 
torpedo,  and  three  or  four  privates  wounded.  Only  one  member 
of  the  regiment  was  wounded  during  the  skirmish.  The  road 
being  found  to  be  planted  with  torpedoes,  a  number  of  the  rebels 
who  were  captured  were  compelled  to  dig  them  up,  which  they  did 
with  some  reluctance.  On  the  10th,  when  within  six  miles  of 
Savannah,  the  regiment  was  again  formed  in  line  of  battle  in  front 
of  the  first  line  of  the  enemy's  defensive  works,  but  later  in  the 
evening  breastworks  were  thrown  up,  and  the  men  permitted  to 
enjoy  a  brief  rest.  On  the  11th,  firing  was  kept  up  all  day 
between  the  opposing  forces,  but  the  Thirty -fifth  being  moved  to 
the  rear,  did  not  participate  therein.  On  the  13th,  Fort  McAllister 
on  our  left  was  taken,  and  Sherman  having  got  up  heavy  guns 
wherewith  to  bombard  the  city,  on  the  21st  compelled  its  evacu- 
ation, our  forces  marching  in  on  the  following  morning.  While  these 
operations  were  in  progress,  the  Thirty-fifth  remained  on  picket 
duty,  but  on  the  3d  of  January,  1865,G  it  moved  through  Savannah 
to  the  Savannah  River,  where  it  embarked  on  the  steamer  S.  E. 
Spaulding  and  proceeded  to  Port  Koyal,  whence,  with  other  troops, 
it  was  pushed  forward  to  Pocotaligo.  At  length,  on  the  1st  of 
February,  the  floods  which  had  for  a  time  impeded  operations 
having  abated,  the  entire  army  again  moved  in  a  northerly  direc- 
tion. In  this  advance,  the  troops  were  obliged  to  wade  swamps 
several  miles  in  width,  often  covered  with  water  to  the  depth  of 


6  During  the  month  of  December  the  regiment  marched  one  hundred  and  nine  miles. 
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three  or  four  feet.  In  one  case,  the  brigade  to  which  the  Thirty- 
fifth  was  attached,  advanced  through  a  deep  morass,  in  the  face  of 
a  terrific  fire,  driving  the  enemy  from  his  works — the  men  of  the 
Thirty -fifth  being  engaged  during  the  fight  in  carrying  ammunition 
through  the  swamp  to  the  troops,  who  in  some  places  fought  up  to 
their  arm-pits  in  water.  On  the  12th,  the  regiment  reached  and 
passed  through  the  town  of  Orangeburg,  and  four  days  after 
reached  the  city  of  Columbia,  moving  thence  by  way  of  Winns- 
boro  to  Cheraw,  where  it  did  provost  duty  for  several  days.  Still 
moving  forward,  Fajetteville,  North  Carolina,  was  reached  on  the 
11th  of  March,  where  a  halt  of  two  days  was  made.  On  the  13th, 
the  army  again  moved  forward,  a  part  advancing  towards  Averys- 
boro,  and  the  right  wing  marching  towards  Goldsboro.  The 
•Thirty-fifth,  moving  with  the  latter  column,  did  not  participate  in 
the  fighting  at  Bentonville,  where  the  Thirteenth  Eegiment  ren  - 
dered  such  important  service,  but  was  not  idle,  being  employed  in 
guarding  the  wagon  trains  and  caring  for  the  sick  and  wounded — 
Colonel  Cladek  having  command  of  the  whole.  Goldsboro  being 
reached,  and  the  enemy  having  retreated  on  Kaleigh,  the  army 
again  encamped,  the  men  being  reclothed  and  furnished  other  long- 
needed  comforts.  The  march  from  Savannah  had  been  one  of 
great  severity,  and  the  suffering  of  the  troops  had  been  very  great, 
but  they  had  submitted  to  all  without  complaint.  From  first  to 
last,  the  Thirty-fifth  exhibited  the  hardiest  endurance,  with  a  com. 
mendable  readiness  for  any  duty  which  might  be  imposed  ;  and 
its  reputation  was  deservedly  high  throughout  the  entire  corps  to 
which  it  belonged. 

On  the  3d  of  April,  Captain  Dusenberry,  who  had  been  taken 
prisoner  on  the  22d  of  June,  rejoined  the  regiment  with  one  hun- 
dred and  twelve  substitutes,  and  was  heartily  welcomed  by  officers 
and  men.  On  the  10th,  Eichmond  having  fallen,  Sherman  impelled 
a  determined  advance  against  Johnston,  who,  with  some  forty  thous- 
and men,  still  remained  near  Smithfield.  This  town  was  entered 
the  following  day,  the  enemy  retreating  to  Ealeigh,  and  thence 
towards  Greensboro.  The  news  of  Lee's  surrender  being  received, 
Johnston  at  once  asked  a  suspension  of  hostilities,  and  this  being 
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granted,  negotiations  were  entered  upon  which,  on  the  26th,  resulted 
in  the  surrender  of  his  army  upon  the  terms  already  accorded  to 
Lee.  The  Thirty-fifth  had  fired  its  last  gun  in  this  grand  contest 
for  national  unity,  and  all  that  now  remained  was  to  march  home- 
ward, rich  in  the  honors  it  had  won. 

On  the  29th,  the  regiment  moved  out  from  its  camp  towards 
Petersburg,  which  was  reached  May  8th.  Thence,  passing  through 
Kichmond,  it  marched  by  the  usual  route  to  Washington,  arriving 
in  that  vicinity  on  the  19th.  Here  the  men  were  supplied  with  a 
new  Zouave  uniform,  and  some  weeks  later  being  mustered  out,  pro- 
ceeded to  Trenton  (July  22d).  where  their  campaigns  terminated  in 
a  cordial  welcome  from  the  populace. 


CHAPTER    XXX. 

t 

THE     THIRTY-SIXTH     REGIMENT— (Third  Cavalry). 

The  Thirty-sixth  Regiment  (or  Third  Cavalry)  was  recruited  dur- 
ing the  winter  of  1863-4,  and  mustered  into  the  United  States  ser- 
vice February  10,  1864,  as  the  "  First  United  States  Hussars" — a 
name,  however,  which  was  not  long  retained.1  The  regiment  left 
Trenton  on  the  29th  of  March,  one  thousand  and.two  hundred 
strong,  marching  by  way  of  Philadelphia  and  Wilmington  to  Per- 
ryville,  Maryland,  where  it  embarked  on  steamers  and  proceeded 
to  Annapolis,  being  there  attached  to  the  Ninth  Army  Corps.  Here 
it  remained  about  a  fortnight,  when  it  marched  to  Alexandria,  Vir- 
ginia, whence  on  the  27th  of  April,  it  moved  with  the  corps  in  the 
direction  of  the  field  towards  which  Grant  was  preparing  to  advance. 
Reaching  a  point  three  miles  south  of  Bristow  Station  on  the  night 
of  the  29th,  it  was  posted  along  the  Orange  and  Alexandria  Rail- 


1  The  original  roster  of  the  regiment  was  as  follows : 

Colonel,  Andrew  J.  Morrison;  Lieutenant-Colonel,  Charles  C.  Suydarn;  Majors, 
Siegfried  Von  Forstner,  William  P.  Robeson,  jr.,  S.  V.  C.  Van  Rensalaer;  Adjutant, 
William  J.  Starks ;  Quartermaster,  John  H.  Bailey ;  Commissary,  George  Patten ; 
Surgeon,  William  W.  Bowlby ;  Assistant  Surgeons,  Lawrence  O.  Morgan,  Samuel  A. 
Phillips  ;  Chaplain,  John  II.  F  razee.  Company  A — Captain,  T.  Malcolm  Murphy  ;  First 
Lieutenant,  John  S.  Hough ;  Second  Lieutenant,  John  T.  Tomlin.  Company  B — Cap- 
tain, Albert  S.  Cloke ;  First .  Lieutenant,  Alexander  A.  Yard ;  Second  Lieutenant, 
Augustus  C.  Stickle.  Company  C—  Captain,  John  B.  Hartman ;  First  Lieutenant, 
William  Lechleider;  Second  Lieutenant,  William  Reeves.  Company  B— Captain, 
Michael  Mitchell;  First  Lieutenant,  James  H.  Donnelly;  Second  Lieutenant,  George 
R.  Wadleigh.  Company  i?— Captain,  Daniel  R.  Boice  ;  First  Lieutenant,  Daniel  Buck- 
ley; Second  Lieutenant,  James  O'Sullivan.  Company  F—  Captain,  Charles  D.  Morri- 
son ;  First  Lieutenant,  Henry  A.  Vanness ;  Second  Lieutenant,  Michael  T.  Dwycr. 
Company  G— Captain,  Thomas  R.  McClong ;  First  Lieutenant,  William  M.  Scott;  Sec- 
ond Lieutenant,  Gilbert  Tice.  Company  //—Captain,  Ethan  T.  Harris ;  First  Lieutenant, 
Baruet  Birdsell;  Second  Lieutenant,  John  Bamford.  Company  /—Captain,  Albert 
Hertzberg ;  First  Lieutenant,  William  Stulpuagel ;  Second  Lieutenant,  Oscar  Kramer. 
Company  JC—Captain,  Frederick  W.  Schafcr;  First  Lieutenant,  Otto  Siebeth;  Seeond 
Lieutenant,  August  Bulow.  Company  L — Captain,  Frederick  W.  K.  Knoblcsdorf;  First 
Lieutenant,  Emil  Walpel ;  Second  Lieutenant,  Adolph  Bulow.  Company  M— Captain, 
John  Stull;  First  Lieutenant,  Henry  S.  Stull;  Second  Lieutenant,  James  V.  Gibson. 
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road,  where  it  remained,  engaged  in  scouting  and  guard  duty,  until 
the  5th  of  May,  when,  operations  in  the  Wilderness  having  already 
commenced,  it  marched  southward,  crossing  the  Eappahannock  and 
Eapidan,  and  bivouacking  three  miles  beyond  Germania  Ford — on 
a  line  parallel  with  the  battle-front  along  which  the  conflict  was 
already  fiercely  raging.  Later  in  the  night,  however,  the  regi- 
ment re-crossed  the  Eapidan,  and  encamped  on  a  hill  overlooking 
the  ford  on  the  north  side  of  the  river — performing,  on  the  6th, 
most  important  service  by  scouting  that  entire  side  of  the  Eapidan 
for  many  miles  in  either  direction.  This  duty,  which  was  of  the 
most  arduous  character,  having  been  performed  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  General  commanding,  the  regiment,  on  the  afternoon  of  the 
7th,  was  ordered  to  move  as  a  rear-guard  to  a  pontoon  train  about 
to  be  transferred  to  a  lower  ford,  and  it  accordingly  marched  to 
Eichmond's  Ford  (on  the  Eappahannock),  and  thence  crossing  at 
United  States  Ford  to  Chancellorsville.  Here  it  again  found  em- 
ployment in  patrolling,  watching  fords,  and  bearing  despatches. 
Two  companies,  under  Captains  Cloke  and  Boice,  were  detached  from 
the  command,  and  nearly  one  hundred  of  the  men  were  detailed  for 
duty  as  orderlies,  some  thirteen  of  whom  were  wounded  at  various 
times,  but  none  seriously.  On  the  8th,  when  lying  seven  miles 
from  Fredericksburg,  a  rumor  reaching  camp  that  our  wounded 
who  had  been  sent  to  that  city  were  being  arrested  and  sent  off 
towards  Eichmond  by  the  rebel  citizens,  Major  Eobeson  with 
his  battalion  boldly  dashed  into  the  town,  where,  upon  trustworthy 
information,  he  arrested  a  number  of  the  citizens  and  at  once  put 
a  stop  to  the  proceedings  complained  of.  On  the  following  day 
the  town  was  again  visited  with  a  stronger  force,  it  being  designed 
to  arrest  the  Mayor,  a  notoriously  odious  secessionist ;  but  that  offi- 
cial had  fled.  Two  noted  scouts,  however,  were  secured,  and  other 
troops  arriving,  a  provost  marshal  was  appointed,  and  the  necessary 
public  and  private  buildings  promptly  seized  for  the  accommoda- 
tion of  the  wounded,  who  now  began  to  pour  in  by  hundreds  and 
thousands.2 

2  The  writer  of  these  pages  reached  Fredericksburg,  as  au  agent  of  the  Christian 
Commission,  on  the  13th  of  May,  lSG-i,  and  at  that  time  there  were  from  eight  thousand 
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The  enemy  being  gradually  compelled  to  fall  back  before  the  opera- 
tions of  Grant,  the  Third  Cavalry  pushed  forward  with  its  brigade- 
Third  Brigade,  First  Division,  Cavalry  Corps — sharing  in  the  opera- 
tions at  Ashland,  Old  Church,  and  other  points,  and  showing  the 
highest  soldierly  qualities  in  all  the  combats  in  which  it  participated. 
Reaching  the*  vicinity  of  City  Point  early  in  June,  it  was  placed  in 
position  on  the  extreme  left  of  the  army,  and  for  over  a  month 
was  engaged  in  picketing,  losing  during  the  time  two  officers  and 
ten  privates  by  capture.  Up  to  the  middle  of  July,  the  total  losses 
of  the  regiment  in  killed,  wounded  and  missing,  amounted  to 
seventy-six.  On  July  16th,  the  command-was  transferred  to  Light- 
house Point,  whence,  on  the  25th,  it  returned  to  its  old  position, 
where,  on  the  27th,  it  lost  several  men  from  guerillas  while  on 
picket — one  being  killed,  two  wounded  and  two  captured.  The 
men  were  ambuscaded  while  patrolling,  and  were  all  shot  from 
behind,  some  of  them  being  stripped  of  all  their  clothing  and 
effects,  and  exposed  to  every  possible  indignity. 

On  the  5th  of  August.  General  Grant  having  determined  to 
transfer  two  cavalry  divisions  to  the  Shenandoah  Valley,  to  assist 
in  checking  the  rebel  operations  in  that  quarter,  the  Third  Jersey — 
now  attached  to  the  First  Brigade,  Third  Cavalry  Division — left 
its  position  in  front  of  Petersburg  and  proceeded  to  Washington, 
whence — the  men,  numbering  over  four  hundred,  being  supplied 
with  new  Spencer  repeating  carbines — it  marched  on  the  12th  in 
the  direction  of  Winchester,  which  place  it  reached  on  the  17th, 
just  in  time  to  participate  in  an  engagement  with  the  enemy,  wTho 
was  vigorously  pressing  Sheridan's  troops  as  they  fell  back  towards 
Harper's  Ferry.     The  Third  Regiment  was  at  once  ordered  to  a 


to  nine  thousand  wounded  accumulated  in  the  town.  Every  church,  store  and  other 
commodious  building  was  occupied,  and  even  the  yards  attached  to  private  residences 
were  in  some  cases  crowded  with  the  sufferers.  The  Surgcous  established  their  ampu- 
tating tables  in  the  basements  of  some  of  the  churches,  and  there,  for  days  and  weeks 
the  knife  aud  saw  did  their  ghastly  work.  Ilcrc  and  there,  as  we  passed  along  the 
streets,  rows  of  dead  were  found  lying  in  dilapidated  outhouses,  and  night  and  day, 
stretchers  with  dead  and  dying  drifted  to  and  fro  along  the  streets.  Among  the  first 
persons  we  met  on  reaching  Fredericksburg  were  the  Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Surgeon 
of  the  Third  Cavalry,  which  regiment,  as  we  have  seen,  was  the  first  to  enter  the  town 
and  initiate  measures  for  bringing  order  out  of  chaos. 
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hill  south  of  the  town,  to  net  as  support  to  a  battery,  and  soon 
became  hotly  engaged,  the  first  battalion,' under  Major  Eobeson, 
being  sent  out  as  skirmishers  on  the  right.  The  fight  growing 
earnest,  the  third  battalion,  under  Major  Alstrom,  was  sent  in  to 
relieve  the  first,  the  remainder  of  the  men  (Companies  A,  B  C  and 
D)  being  soon  after  thrown  in,  dismounted,  on  the  left,  led  by 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Suydam.  The  position  held  by  the  command 
was  a  critical  one ;  occupying  the  advanced  skirmish  line,  most  of 
the  heavy  fighting  fell  to  its  share,  but  the  men  for  the  most  part 
carried  themselves  with  great  gallantry,  repelling  desperate  assaults, 
and  only  falling  back,  long  after  dark,  when  surrounded  by  an 
overwhelming  force  of  the  enemy,  including  some  of  Brecken- 
ridge's  veteran  troops.  So  impetuous  was  the  final  charge  of  the 
rebels,  that  for  a  time  the  assailed  and  assailants  were  mingled  pro- 
miscuously, and  the  Jerseymen  were  obliged  'to  suspend  firing,  lest 
they  should  injure  their  friends.3  The  conduct  of  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Suydam,  who  led  the  reserve  at  a  critical  moment,  and 
stubbornly  resisted  the  rebel  onslaught,  taking  up  three  positions 
during  the  fight,  as  well  as  of  Majors  Robeson  and  Alstrom,  was 
especially  commended  as  cool  and  courageous  in  the  last  degree. 
The  total  loss  of  the  regiment  was  one  hundred  and  thirty  men, 
the  killed  including  one  Captain  and  one  Lieutenant.4 

After  this  engagement  the  command  fell  back,  with  the  rest  of 
the  troops,  on  the  18th,  to  Summit  Point.  On  ;the  21st,  while  on 
picket,  it  was  again  attacked  by  Breckenridge's  Corps,  which, 
advancing  in  strong  force,  struck  the  line  front,  right  and  left, 
sweeping  it  back  to  the  regimental  skirmish  line.  For  three  hours 
the  latter«steadily  bore  the  pressure,  gradually  falling  back  until, 
the  wagon  trains  having  been  safely  forwarded,  the  worn  and  jaded 
men  fell  within  the  supporting  lines  of  the  Second  Brigade,  and 
the  whole  column  continued  its  march  to  Charlestown.     Here  it  lay 


5  At  one  time,  so  close  were  the  combatants,  that  Lieutenant-Colonel  Suydam,  seeing 
a  rebel  capture  and  lead  off  one  of  our  men,  coolly  seized  a  "graybaek1'  and  marched 
him  to  the  rear,  by  way  of  exchange. 

*  One  report  puts  the  casualties  at  three  killed,  nine  wounded  and  forty-eight  miss- 
ing, but  we  give  the  figures  as  recorded  in  the  diary  of  the  commanding  officer. 
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in  comparative  quiet  until  the  next  morning,  when  the  enemy 
opened  along  the  lines  with  great  energy,  and  the  division  fell  back 
to  Harper's  Ferry,  where,  with  ample  infantry  supports,  it  escaped 
further  molestation.  In  these  operations,  the  Third  Jersey  lost  six 
killed,  twenty-five  wounded  and  fourteen  missing.  After  falling 
back,  the  regiment  was  allowed  two  days  to  recruit,  when,  on  the 
morning  of  the  25th,  with  the  rest  of  the  brigade,  under  General 
Mcintosh,  it  again  moved  out,  going  westerly.  After  marching  a 
few  miles,  it  was  joined  by  the  entire  cavalry  force,  and  the  whole 
moved  cautiously  forward.  About  ten  o'clock,  the  Third  Jersey- 
was  called  upon  for  scouting  parties,  and  these,  deploying  into  the 
woods,  soon  discovered  the  enemy  in  force.  The  action  which 
ensued  was  a  spirited  and  stubborn  one.  The  enemy  lay  in  the 
rear  of  a  piece  of  woods,  strongly  covered  by  a  stone  wall,  and 
although  at  one  time  driven  a  little  by  our  troopers,  the  latter, 
being  without  infantry  supports,  could  not  dislodge  him  from  his 
position.  Meanwhile,  other  regiments  of  the  brigade  had  become 
engaged,  but  without  any  favorable  result,  and  it  being  apparent 
that  the  enemy  was  in  strong  force,  a  general  withdrawal  was 
ordered,  being  effected  in  good  order.  In  this  engagement,  as  in 
many  others,  General  Mcintosh  displayed  the  greatest  gallantry,  and 
the  men  of  the  Third  Jersey  fought  with  their  accustomed  bravery. 
The  loss  of  the  regiment  in  wounded  and  missing  was  thirty  men. 
A'fter  falling  back  to  Harper's  Ferry,  at  ten  o'clock  the  same 
night  the  command  crossed  the  Potomac,  and  marched  to  Boons- 
boro,  Maryland,  whence,  after  a  night's  rest,  it  moved  in  an  irregu- 
lar circle,  passing  the  field  of  Antietam,  and  recrossing  the  Potomac 
at  Shepherdstown  Ford,  finally  reaching  Charlestown  oh  the  night 
of  the  28th.  Here  almost  constant  skirmishing  was  kept  up  with 
the  enemy,  but  no  serious  fighting  was  had.  Sheridan  was  maturing. 
his  plans  for  a  vigorous  campaign  against  the  enemy ;  and  until  he 
was  ready  to  strike,  the  cavalry  troopers  were  not  called  to  any 
severe  combat.  But  the  season  of  comparative  repose  was  brief. 
On  the  evening  of  the  12th  (of  September),  General  Mcintosh 
received  an  order  to  take  his  brigade  at  an  early  hour  the  next 
morning  and  reconnoiter  on  the  Berryville  and  Winchester  pike, 
84 
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to  discover,  if  possible,  the  strength  and  position  of  the  enemy, 
but  to  go  only  so  far  as  to  meet  the  enemy's  infantry,  when  he  was 
to  retire.  Accordingly,  on  the  morning  of  the  13th,  the  Second 
Ohio  Cavalry  was  thrown  out  as  advance  guard  and  skirmishers, 
the  Third  Jersey,  now  and  for  some  time  after  commanded  by 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Suydam,  coming  next  in  line,  and  the  whole 
advancing  on  the  road  designated.  The  Jersey  men  first  met  the 
enemy's  cavalry  pickets  about  three  miles  out  of  Berry ville,  and 
from  this  time  on  kept  up  a  running  fire  for  two  miles,  charging 
them  whenever  they  attempted  to  make  a  stand,  until  finally  they 
were  driven  across  the  Opequan.  Here  they  endeavored  to  rally, 
but  having  become  badly  demoralized,  the  Ohioans  and  Jerseymen 
pushed  right  forward,  charging  across  and  up  the  hill  against  their 
barricade  of  rails  (which  had  evidently  been  hastily  thrown  up), 
driving  and  checking  them  in  all  directions.  Still  pursuing,  giving 
them  no  time  to  rest,  the  regiment  forced  them  finally  inside  of 
their  infantry  supports.  A  halt  was  now  ordered,  while  General 
Mcintosh  advanced  to  the  top  of  a  hill  and  examined  the  rebel 
position.  Presently,  an  order  came  for  a  squadron  of  the  Third 
Jersey  to  charge  up  the  road,  and  on  the  instant,  a  column  dashed 
forward,  sweeping  up  with  flashing  sabers  right  into  the  midst  of 
the  enemy,  one  hundred  and  forty-three  of  whom  were  taken 
prisoners.  This,  however,  was  not  the  only  result  of  the  charge. 
A  whole  regiment  of  South  Carolina  infantry  (the  Eighth),  cut  off 
from  their  main  body  by  the  exploit  of  the  Jerseymen,  were  sur. 
rounded  and  captured,  with  their  colors  and  battle-flag,  by  the 
Second   Ohio  and  Third  Jersey.5     By  this  time,  the  enemy  was 

5  The  Chaplain  of  the  regiment,  Rev.  J.  II.  Frazee,  in  alctter  to  the  Newark  Adver- 
tiser, says  of  this  affair: 

"  The  result  of  our  charge  was  the  capture  of  the  Eighth  Carolina  Regiment,  with 
its  Colonel  and  all  its  line  officers,  numbering  eighteen.  The  companies  composing 
the  squadron  that  made  the  charge  were  Company  G,  commanded  by  Captain  Thomas 
R.  McClong,  of  Cumberland  County,  and  Company  F,  recruited  in  Newark,  and  under 
the  command  of  First  Lieutenant  M.  T.  Dwycr,  of  the  same  city.  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Suydam,  with  the  remaining  battalions  of  the  regiment,  moved  promptly  to  our  sup- 
port when  we  made  the  charge.  The  accompanying  congratulatory  order  was  issued 
by  Brigadier-General  Wilson  : 

"Headquarters  Third  Cavalry  Division,  i 
September  15,  1804.  )' 

"  General  Order  No.  40. 
" '  The  Brigadier-General  commanding  takes  great  pleasure  in  commending  the  dash, 
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seen  marching  down  with  heavy  columns  of  infantry,  showing  that 
he  was  still  in  force,  and  Mcintosh,  having  accomplished  the  object 
for  which  he  was  sent  cut,  accordingly  ordered  a  retreat,  which 
was  accomplished  in  a  safe  and  orderly  manner.  The  affair,  which 
was  a  brilliant  one  throughout,  was  conducted  very  expeditiously, 
the  brigade  reaching  its  camp  in  less  than  five  hours  from  the  time 
it  left  it.  The  loss  of  the  regiment  was  one  killed,  and  of  the 
brigade  three  killed  and  one  hundred  and  one  missing. 

After  this  affair,  the  regiment  lay  quiet  until  the  19th  (one  of  the 
remarkable  days  of  the  war),  when  at  two  o'clock  in  the  morning, 
it  moved  out  on  the  Winchester  pike,  driving  the  enemy's  cavalry, 
and  charging  and  turning  the  right  of  his  infantry.  After  getting 
into  position,  the  command  was  held  in  hand  until  late  in  the  after- 
noon, when,  the  enemy  being  in  retreat,  it  charged  down  the  pike, 
sweeping  past  Winchester  and  reaching  Karneystown.  Here  it  suf- 
fered some  loss,  but  not  sufficient  to  disturb  the  elation  over  the 
grand  achievements  of  the  day.  Subsequently  the  regiment  moved 
up  the  Valley  past  Stony  Point,  across  the  Shenandoah,  through 
Front  Eoyal  .and  up  the  Luray  Valley,  through  which  it  endeav- 
ored to  effect  a  passage,  but  without  success,  owing  to  the  opposi- 
tion of  the  enemy.  On  the  2 1st,  it  was  again  engaged  at  Front 
Eoyal,  losing  some  men.  On  the  28th,  being  in  the  cavalry  ad- 
vance, it  once  more  encountered  the  enemy  at  "Waynesboro  where 
it  suffered  a  loss  of  ten  men  killed  and  wounded,  but  fought  with 
its  accustomed  gallantry.  In  the  retrograde  movement  which  fol- 
lowed this  advance  of  our  forces — a  movement  designed  to  draw 
the  enemy  once  more  within  effective  striking  distance — the  Third 
Jersey  once  more  proved  its  efficiency  at  Bridgewater,  October  2d, 
losing  nine  men ;  at  Brock's  Gap  on  the  6th,  and  at  Tom's  Brook, 


gallantry  and  good  conduct  of  the  First  Brigade,  as  well  as  the  judicious  management 
and  promptitude  of  its  commander,  Brigadier-General  Mcintosh,  in  the  recent  affair  on 
the  Berryvillc  and  Winchester  pike.  The  charge  of  the  squadron  of  the  Third  New 
Jersey  Cavalry,  which  resulted  in  breaking  the  rebel  infantry  line,  is  especially  worthy 
of  mention;  it  effectually  opened  the  way  for  surrounding  and  capturing  the  rebel 
regiment  encountered.  -  *  *  * 
"By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Wilson.'  m 

The  Eighth  Carolina  Regiment,  captured  in  this  affair,  was  one  of  the  oldest  in  the 
rebel  service,  and  had  never  before  suffered  any  serious  mishaps. 
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where,  on  the  9th,  it  had  a  severe  engagement  with  the  now  pur- 
suing foe.  Its  loss  in  this  last  affair  was  eight  men.  Finally  reach- 
ing Cedar  Creek,  it  went  on  picket,  where  it  remained  until  the 
13th,  when  it  had  a  sharp  fight  at  Cupp's  Mills,  losing  ten  men. 
In  the  memorable  battle  of  the  19th,  described  in  the  narrative  of 
the  First  Brigade,  the  regiment  was  early  placed  in  position,  but  was 
only  moderately  engaged.  In  the  subsequent  operations  in  the 
Valley,  it  had  an  honorable  part,  being  engaged  on'  the  "  Back 
Boad,"  on  November  12th,  and  at  Mount  Jackson,  November  22d. 
At  the  latter  point,  the  enemy  occupied  a  very  strong  position  on 
Hood's  Hill,  and  it  was  found  to  be  impossible,  after  considerable 
skirmishing,  to  dislodge  him.  In  withdrawing  from  the  field,  the 
Third  Jersey  covered  the  Second  New  York  Kegiment.  The  loss 
of  the  command  in  this  affair  was  ten  men  killed  and  wounded.6 
On  the  28th,  the  enemy  having  attacked  and  carried  our  position, 
held  by  a  small  garrison,  at  New  Creek,  on  the  Baltimore  and 
Ohio  Eailroad,  twenty-two  miles  west  of  Cumberland,  the  Jersey 
regiment  was  dispatched  on  an  expedition  in  that  direction,  pro- 
ceeding to  Moorefield,  Hardy  County,  West  Virginia,  where  a  day 
was  spent  in  exploring  the  country  and  discovering  the  position  of 
the  enemy — after  which  it  returned  to  its  camp  below  Winchester — 
the  march  being  one  of  great  difficulty  and  suffering  to  the  ex- 
hausted men. 

There  being  now  a  lull  in  operations,  the  regiment  went  into 
winter  quarters,  where  it  remained  until  ordered  to  rejoin  the  army 
in  front  of  Petersburg.  Here  it  was  variously  employed  until  the 
last  grand  assault  upon  the  enemy,  when,  at  Five  Forks,  fighting 
again  with  the  scarred  veterans  who  had  swept  Early  clean  out  of 
the  Shenandoah,  it  displayed  conspicuous  gallantry,  sharing  in  all 
the  perils  as  well  as  the  splendid  achievements  of  that  memora- 
ble and  glorious  day,  on  which  the  power  of  the  rebellion  was 
finally  and  forever  broken.  The  loss  of  the  regiment  was  only 
eight  wounded,  including  Lieutenant-Colonel  Eobeson.  Joining  in 
the  pursuit  of  the  flying  foe,  on  the  6th  it  had  two  officers  wounded 

•  About  this  time,  Major  Robeson  was  made  Lieutenant-Colonel  of  the  regiment. 
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in  a  skirmish,  but  was  not  again  heavily  engaged.  In  due  time, 
Lee  having  surrendered  and  the  rebel  armies  dissolved,  it  proceeded 
to  Washington,  and  thence  to  Trenton,  where  it  was  mustered  out. 
The  Third  Jersey  deserved  a  far  higher  place  in  the  estimation 
of  the  people  of  the  State  than  it  enjoyed  while  in  the  field.  Unfor- 
tunate in  its  commandant,  when  first  entering  the  service,  it  was 
ever  after,  with  singular  injustice,  judged  in  the  light  of  this  fact; 
no  adequate  allowance  being  made  for  its  subsequent  improvement 
in  efficiency  and  discipline.  No  regiment  was  ever  more  efficiently 
officered  than  this  after  the  suspension  of  the  original  Colonel,  and 
none  ever  more  rapidly  achieved  a  high  reputation  than  did  this 
command  when  once  brought  face  to  face  with  the  foe.  In  the 
Shenandoah,  it  participated  in  some  thirteen  engagements,  in  all  of 
which  it  showed  the  finest  soldierly  qualities,  winning  the  special 
commendation  of  its  commanders,  as  well  as  the  confidence  of  all 
its  comrades  of  the  cavalry  corps ;  and  in  the  story  of  the  war, 
when  fairly  and  fully  written,  its  deeds  will  have  a  place  side  by 
side  with  those  of  the  bravest  and  best  of  that  invincible  army 
which  Sheridan  led  always  to  victory. 


CHAPTER     XXXI. 

THE      THIRTY-SEVENTH      REGIMENT. 

On  the  16th.  of  May,  1864,  Governor  Parker  issued  a  proclama- 
tion calling,  "  by  desire  of  the  President,"  the  militia  of  the  State 
into  active  service,  for  the  period  of  one  hundred  days,  to  date  from 
muster  into  the  United  States  Service,  to  be  armed,  equipped,  and 
paid  as  other  United  States  Yolunteers,  "  to  serve  in  fortifications 
or  wherever  their  services  may  be  required,  within  or  without  the 
State."  No  bounty  was  to  be  given,  nor  even  their  services  to  be 
credited  upon  any  draft.  These  troops  were  to  be  infantry  exclu- 
sively, and  the  Governor  urged  that  at  least  five  regiments  might 
be  raised  and  forwarded  with  all  convenient  speed.  In  accordance 
with  this  proclamation,  recruiting  began  without  delay,  and  the 
nuclei  of  two  regiments  were  speedily  established — one  in  the  south- 
ern part  of  the  State  to  be  called  the  Thirty-seventh,  and  another 
at  Camp  Frelinghuysen,  near  Newark,  to  be  called  the  Thirty-eighth 
Regiment — the  latter  to  be  commanded  by  John  S.  Barlow,  and  the 
former  by  E.  Burd  Grubb,  of  Burlington,  a  gallant  and  dashing 
soldier  of  whom  honorable  mention,  is  made  elsewhere  in  this  vol- 
ume. It  was  thought  advisable  and  hoped  that  the  different  Mili- 
tia and  Rifle  Corps  regiments  should,  if  possible,  embrace  this 
opportunity  to  go  into  the  movement,  rank  and  file,  in  a  body ; 
thus  preserving  their  regimental  organizations  and  preventing  the 
many  delays  incident  to  and  consequent  upon  the  organization  and 
officering  of  new  regiments.  This  expectation,  however,  was  not 
realized.  Recruiting  becoming  languid,  local  bounties  were  offered 
by  different  cities,  but  notwithstanding  this,  and  every  other  induce- 
ment offered,  it  began  to  be  apparent  that  neither  of  the  two  regi- 
ments would  be  enabled  to  fill  its  ranks,  and  consolidation  must  be 
effected.     This  was  accordingly  done  at  Camp  Delaware,  Trenton, 
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and,  on  the  23d  of  June  the  consolidated  regiment,  under  the  name 
of  the  Thirty-seventh  New  Jersey  Volunteers,  was  mustered  into  the 
service  of  the  United  States.     The  following  were  the  officers  : 

Colonel,  E.  Burd  Grubb  ;  Lieutenant-Colonel,  John  S.  Barlow ;  Major,  John  Dan- 
forth ;  Quartermaster,  J.  W.  Kinsey ;  Surgeon,  Henry  C.  Clark ;  Assistant  Surgeons, 
M.  Robinson  and  E.  P.  Hancoek;  Adjutant,  Parker  Grubb.  Company  A — Captain, 
Roderick  B.  Seymour;  First  Lieutenant,  C.  Holt;  Second  Lieutenant,  "William  Muir- 
heid.  Company  i?— Captain,  D.  J.  Pierman ;  First  Lieutenant,  H.  H.  Walters ;  Second 
Lieutenant,  Theodore  Douglass.  Company  C — Captain,  James  Withington ;  First 
Lieutenant,  Peter  Wilkes ;  Second  Lieutenant,  John  Farrell.  Company  D — Captain, 
M.  Devinney;  First  Lieutenant,  C.  Goldenburg;  Second  Lieutenant,  M.  C.  Stafford. 
Company  E—  Captain,  W.  F.  Riker;  First  Lieutenant,  John  Kelt;  Second  Lieutenant, 
L.  C.  Grover,  Jr.  Company  F—  Captain,  N.  N.  Hancock;  First  Lieutenant,  J.  Schrei- 
ner;  Second  Lieutenant,  T.  P.  Munn.  Comjxiny  G—  Captain,  G.  Eggers ;  First  Lieu- 
tenant, J.  T.  Crane ;  Second  Lieutenant,  J.  Kraus.  Company  If—  Captain,  G.  Smith ; 
First  Lieutenant,  J.  Maguire ;  Second  Lieutenant,  W.  H.  Stiles.  Company  I—  Captain, 
L.  A.  Rites;  First  Lieutenant,  H.  C.  Woodward;  Second  Lieutenant,  N.  H.  Johnson.1 

The  regiment  left  Trenton  on  the  28th  of  June,  seven  hundred 
strong,  direct  for  Baltimore,  where  steamer  was  taken  for  City 
Point.  Upon  reporting  to  General  Grant,  the  regiment  was  ordered 
to  report  to  General  Butler,  at  Bermuda  Hundred.  Landing  at 
Point  of  Eocks,  July  1st,  they  went  into  camp  about  three  miles 
from  that  landing.  Here  the  regiment  furnished  detachments  for 
fatigue  duty  of  various  kinds,  such  as  unloading  vessels,  working 
on  fortifications,  &c.,  being  assigned  to  Berry's  Brigade,  Third 
Division,  Tenth  Army  Corps  (General  Q.  A.  Gilmore's),  and 
brigaded  with  other  one  hundred  days'  regiments  from  Ohio.  From 
this  last  camp,  the  regiment  was  ordered  to  Eedoubt  Converse,  on 
Spring  Hill,  near  the  Appomattox  River,  where,  for  another  month, 
the  regiment  was  scattered — one  detachment  at  Broadwav  Landing, 
loading  and  unloading  vessels;    another  at  Corps   Headquarters, 


1  The  personnel  of  the  regiment  was  not  altogether  encouraging.  The  medical  exam- 
ination was  by  no  means  searching,  and  us  a  result  there  were  many  with  ouly  one  eye  ; 
several  with  loss  fingers  than  the  regulations  allowed ;  a  few,  long  since  past  the  age  at 
which  military  service  terminates;  and  scores  of  mere  boys  from  fifteen  years  of  age 
upwards.  As  a  detachment  were  working  in  the  woods,  near  Bermuda  Hundred,  sev- 
crel  huge  Vcrmoutcrs  passing  by,  stopped ;  and,  after  looking  at  the  youthful  faces 
with  some  amazement  as  well  as  amusement,  inquired  who  they  were,  to  which  the 
response  was  given,  "Thirty-seventh  New  Jersey."  "Oh!"  said  the  questioner,  "I 
thought  it  was  some  school-house  broke  loose" — to  the  disgust  and  mortification  of  the 
"boys."  It  was  found,  however,  that  these  mere  striplings  were  quite  as  serviceable 
as  any  in  the  regiment.  They  endured  longer  and  harder  work,  felt  less  fatigue  on  the 
march  and  at  "fatigue  duty,"  and  took  to  their  various  duties  as  soldiers  as  well,  if  not 
better,  than  the  older,  stronger  and  apparently  more  able  men. 
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doing  duty  in  the  ajnbulance  corps ;  another  at  Point  of  Eocks,  in 
charge  of  a  commissary  station ;  a  fourth  doing  picket  duty,  and 
the  remainder  garrisoning  the  fort.  While  in  this  fort,  occurred,  on 
the  11th  of  August,  the  death  of  the  Adjutant,  Parker  Grubb, 
from  malarious  fever,  and  September  12th,  that  of  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Barlow,  from  consumption.  William  Muirheid  was  after- 
wards promoted  to  the  position  of  Adjutant,  and  Major  Danforth 
to  be  Lieutenant-Colonel.  At  length,  August  28th,  the  regiment 
was  again  gathered  together,  and  marched  to  the  extreme  front  at 
Petersburg,  being  brigaded  with  the  Twenty-second  United  States 
colored  troops  and  the  Eighth  United  States  colored  troops,  under 
the  command  of  Colonel  J.  B.  Kiddoo,  of  the  former  regiment. 
Here  the  command  encamped  in  the  rear  of  the  "  Hare  House 
Battery,"  so  called  from  the  ruins  of  "  Hare  House,"  near  by.  [This 
was  formerly  a  fashionable  place  of  resort  for  the  elite  of  Kichmond 
and  Petersburg.]  The  regiment  remained  here  until  their  term  of 
service  had  nearly  expired,  doing  duty  in  the  trenches  in  "the 
front,"  and  contributing  their  quota  to  the  fatigue  parties  working 
on  the  fortifications  in  that  vicinity.  On  the  25th  of  September, 
the  Tenth  Corps  retired  from  the  front,  being  relieved  by  the 
Second  Corps,  and  moved  towards  Deep  Bottom,  to  take  part  in 
the  movement  upon  Chapin's  Bluff,  which  took  place  a  short  time 
afterwards.  The  same  day,  the  following  highly  flattering  general 
order  was  promulgated : 

"Headquarters  Tenth  Army  Corps,  Army  of  the  James,  ) 
Before  Petersburg,  Virginia,  September  25,  18t>4.         ) 
"  General  Order  Ao.  34. 

"The  Thirty-seventh  New  Jersey  Volunteers,  on  the  20th  instant  will  leave  for  Tren: 
ton,  New  Jersey,  reporting  to  the  Superintendent  of  Recruiting  Service  of  the  State, 
to  be  mustered  out  of  service,  at.thc  expiration  of  its  enlistment. 

"The  Major-Gcueral  commanding'  cannot  part  with  this  regiment  of  one  hundred 
days'  men  without  expressing  his  gratification  and  satisfaction  with  their  conduct. 
They  have  endured  fatigue,  encountered  the  rebel  foe  like  good  soldiers,  and  have 
gained  the  esteem  of  the  veterans  of  this  corps. 

"He  is  confident  that,  when  they  return  to  New  Jersey,  a  State  that  has  furnished 
such  soldiers  as  Kearney,  Mutt  andTorbert,  they  will  continue  to  sustain  the  veterans 
they  have  left  at  the  front,  doing  what  Sheruiau  advised,  "  fighting  this  out  like  men.'' 

"The  Major-Gcneral  commanding  will  be  pleased  to  assist  the  commanding  officer 
of  this  regiment  in  re-organizing  it  to  aid  in  the  finale  of  the  rebellion  in  conjunction 
with  this  corps. 

"The  Quartermaster's  Department  will  furnish  transportation. 

"By  command  of  Major-General  D.  B.  Birney. 

"Edward  W.  Smith,  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
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It  was  an  unusual  occurrence  for  the  commandant  of  a  corps  to 
issue  a  general  order  so  complimentary  in  its  tone,  upon  the  muster 
out  of  a  single  regiment  which  had  done  nothing  more  than  this 
one  had  to  distinguish  itself.  But,  remembering  that  this  was  a 
perfectly  raw  regiment — composed  of  men  of  all  ages  and  degrees 
of  imperfection,  and  in  no  small  degree  of  mere  boys — that  it 
arrived,  in  three  da}rs  after  leaving  its  camp  at  Trenton,  within  the 
range  of  rebel  cannon,  and  there  remained  until  its  return  home  — 
the  men  going  into  the  "glory  holes"  in  the  immediate  front  at 
Petersburg,  and  there  doing  their  duty  like  veterans — with  very 
few  opportunities  for  drill  or  improvement — it  is  not  remarkable 
that  the  Major-General  commanding  the  corps  should  deem  them 
worthy  of  the  compliment  which  he  bestowed  upon  them.  The 
regiment  was  engaged  in  no  battles,  but,  in  the  dangerous  duty  of 
the  trenches  and  rifle-pits,  five  were  killed  and  twenty-nine 
wounded.  In  addition,  there  were  thirteen  other  deaths,  mostly 
from  typhoid  fever.  Thirty-two  were  left  in  hospital,  sick,  and 
twenty-seven  re-enlisted  and  remained  behind.  The  regiment  was 
mustered  out  on  the  1st  of  October,  1864.  Many  of  the  officers 
and  men  afterwards  re-enlisted  in  the  volunteer  and  regular  service. 
Some  were  killed  in  the  last  hours  of  the  rebellion,  in  Virginia 
and  Texas,  and  some  in  Indian  fights,  on  the  Plains. 
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CHAPTER    XXXII. 

THE     THIRTY-EIGHTH      REGIMENT. 

The  Thirty-eighth  Eegiment  was  raised  in  the  summer  and  fall 
of  18641,  Colonel  William  J.  Sewell  accepting  its  command  on  the 
30th  of  September,  and  completing  its  organization  in  fifteen  days 
thereafter.  Colonel  Sewell  had  served  with  distinguished  credit  in 
the  Second  Brigade,  but  had  been  compelled  to  quit  the  service 
during  the  Wilderness  campaign,  owing  to  prostration  resulting 
from  exposure.  Partially  recovering,  however,  and  with  his  patri- 
otic ardor  unabated,  he  gladly  embraced  the  opportunity  afforded 
by  the  formation  of  the  Thirty-eighth  to  return  to  the  field,  employ- 
ing all  his  energies  to  make  it  an  organization  worthy  of  the  State. 
Upon  leaving  the  State,  the  regiment  was  ordered  to  City  Point  and 
thence  to  Bermuda  Hundred,  whence  it  was  sent  to  Fort  Powhatan, 
on  the  James  river,  some  fifteen  miles  below  City  Point.  The 
troops  at  this  point  consisted  of  the  Thirty-eighth,  a  squadron  of 

i  The  original  roster  of  the  regiment  was  as  follows : 

Colonel,  William  J.  Sewell ;  Lieutenant  Colonel,  Ashbcl  W.  Angel;  Major,  William 
H.  Tantum;  Adjutant,  Edwin  G.  Smith;  Quartermaster,  Israel  Wells  ;  Surgeon,  Rich- 
ard Thomas,  Jr. ;  Assistant  Surgeons,  Israel  Hart,  William  S.  Combs ;  Chaplain, 
Charles  R.  Hartranft.  Company  A— Captain,  Thomas  J.  Swannell;  First. Lieutenant, 
Joseph  E.  Jones;  Second  Lieutenant,  John  Grant.  Company  B — Captain,  George  W. 
Day;  First  Lieutenant,  Charles  W.  Kitchen;  Second  Lieutenant,  Henry  Dubs.  Com- 
pany C — Captain,  Henry  S.  Spaulding;  First  Lieutenant,  L.  Clinton  McMalion;  Sec- 
ond Lieutenant,  William  D.  Jackson.  Company  J}— Captain,  Jacob  D.  Wilson;  First 
Lieutenant,  John  N.  Cottrcll ;  Second  Lieutenant,  Joseph  T.  Hayes.  Company  E — Cap- 
tain, William  W.Abbott;  First  Lieutenant,  William  M.  Craft;  Second  Lieutenant, 
Green  Vanderbilt.  Company  F—  Captain,  George  Gilson ;  First  Lieutenant,  Andrew 
Brown  ;  Second  Lieutenant,  John  X.  Anderson.  Company  G — Captain,  James  B. 
Minturu;  First  Lieutenant,  Luzerne  Bartholomew;  Second  Lieutenant,  Sylvester  J. 
Shuck.  Company  11 — Captain.  Abraham  M.  Browning;  First  Lieutenant,  Daniel  P. 
Vates;  Second  Lieutenant,  Joseph  N.  Stanford.  Company  /—Captain,  George  W. 
Cubberly;  First  Lieutenant,  John  Worthley;  Second  Lieutenant,  George  B.  Bergen. 
Company  K— -Captain,  Thomas  Cunningham ;  First  Lieutenant,  Albert  E.  Hand;  Sec- 
ond Lieutenant,  Isaac  Wooliver. 
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cavalry  and  a  battery  of  artillery — the  duty  consisting  in  keeping- 
open  the  river  and  protecting  a  line  of  land  telegraph  for  a  distance  of 
some  forty  miles.  In  the  performance  of  this  duty,  skirmishes  with 
guerillas  were  of  frequent  occurrence,  but  no  general  engagement 
was  brought  on.  The  regiment  remained  at  this  point  until  the 
surrender  of  Lee,  when  it  was  ordered  to  City  Point,  whence  it  was 
mustered  out,  reaching  Trenton  on  the  4th  of  July,  1865. 

Though  never  called  upon  to  grapple  in  stern  encounter  with 
the  foe,  or  to  face  the  deadly  perils  of  the  field,  the  Thirty-eighth 
faithfully  performed  all  the  duties  laid  upon  it  in  more  peaceful 
spheres,  and,  doubtless,  had  occasion  offered,  would  have  acquitted 
itself  in  actual  combat  with  the  same  efficiency  and  courage  as  more 
famous  commands. 


CHAPTER    XXXIII. 

THE     THIRTY-NINTH     REGIMENT. 

The  Thirty-ninth  Begiment,  recruited  under  the  call  of  July 
186-i,  for  five  hundred  thousand  men,  left  Newark  early  in  October 
of  the  same  year — five  companies  leaving  on  the  4th,  and  the 
others  a  few  days  subsequently.1  Arriving  at  City  Point,  it 
was  temporarily  employed  on  the  breastworks,  moving  thence 
to  Poplar  Grove  Church,  on  the  left  of  the  Weldon  Railroad, 
a  few  miles  south  of  Petersburg,  where  it  was  attached  to  the 
First  Brigade,  Second  Division,  Ninth  Army  Corps.  While 
here,  it  participated  with  the  brigade  in  the  expedition  against 
the  Southside  Railroad,  but  was  not  actually  engaged.  Returning 
to  camp,  it  remained  until  the  last  day  of  November,  when,  the 
corps  relieving  the  Second,  then  holding  the  center  of  our  line, 


1  The  original  roster  of  the  regiment  was  as  follows  : 

Colonel,  Abram  C.  Wildrickj  Lieutenant-Colonel,  James  II.  Close ;  Major,  William  D. 
Cornish;  Adjutant,  George  S.  Smith;  Quartermaster,  Corra  Drake;  Surgeon,  George 
R.  Sullivan ;  Assistant  Surgeon,  George  W.  Douglass ;  Chaplain,  Edward  D.  Crane_ 
Company  A — Captain,  Herman  Reutter;  First  Lieutenant,  Sedgwick  R.  Bennett;  Sec- 
ond Lieutenant,  Charles  Sidcl.  Company  B— Captain,  Charles  Bruere  ;  Lirst  Lieuten- 
ant, William  H.  Ogden ;  Second  Lieutenant,  Sigmond  Gnam.  Company  C—  Captain, 
Edwin  W.  Hedges;  First  Lieutenant,  Joseph  H.  Jenkins;  Second  Lieutenant,  Albert 
R.  Marsh.  Company  D— Captain,  Fowler  Merrill;  First  Lieutenant,  Charles  C.  Mc- 
Coy; Second  Lieutenant,  Alasco  C.  White.  Company  E—  Captain,  Peter  F.  Rogers; 
First  Lieutenant,  Henry  M.  Heinold ;  Second  Lieutenant,  John  J.  Sloate.  Company 
F—  Captain,  John  Hunkele ;  First  Lieutenant,  William  H.  Behreus;  Second  Lieuten- 
ant, Charles  Saugc.  Company  G— Captain,  James  Peters ;  First  Lieutenant,  Henry 
Reynolds ;  Second  Lieutenant,  Charles  Marsh.  Company  //"—Captain,  George  W. 
Harrison;  First  Lieutenant,  Joseph  W.  Nason  ;  Second  Lieutenant,  Peter  Clute.  Com- 
pany /—Captain,  Gustavus  Dupius;  First  Lieutenant,  Richard  M.  Johnston;  Second 
Lieutenant,  Andrew  J.  McManus.  Company K—  Captain,  David  S.  Allen;  First  Lieu- 
tenant, Jacob  MeConncll ;  Second  Lieutenaut,  John  Shippce. 

Colonel  Wildrick  had  been  an  officer  in  the  Regular  Army,  and  was  peculiarly  qual- 
ified for  the  position  of  commandant.  From  lirst  to  last,  his  record  was  that  of  a 
thorough  soldier,  and  the  efficiency  of  the  regiment  when  finally  brought  to  the  test, 
was  in  a  very  large  degree  owing  to  the  influence  of  his  example  and  careful  teaching. 
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the  Thirty-ninth  moved  into  position  before  Petersburg,  sending 
one  hundred  men  on  picket  on  the  first  night  of  its  arrival.  On 
the  day  following,  the  command  went  into  open  camp  in  the  rear 
of  Fort  Sedgwick,  and  here  it  remained  until  the  middle  of  Febru- 
ary. It  was  then  placed  in  Fort  Davis,  which  it  garrisoned  until 
the  night  preceding  the  2d  of  April. 

On  that  night,  most  memorable  of  all  in  the  history  of  the  rebel- 
lion, the  Thirty-ninth  was  moved  out  at  eleven  o'clock  and  placed 
in  the  rear  of  the  picket-line,  where  it  was  held  until  the  hour 
designated  for  the  assault  upon  the  enemy's  works.  Opposite  Fort 
Davis  the  enemy  held  Fort  Mahone,  with  a  picket-line  in  front. 
This  fort  the  Jerseymen  were  directed  to  assault,  and  at  four  o'clock, 
moved  forward  to  their  work.  Capturing  and  sweeping  away  the 
opposing  picket,  they  pressed  up  to  the  fort,  some  perishing  in  the 
ditch  as  they  essayed  to  cross,  but  the  body  of  the  command  reach- 
ing the  works,  heedless  of  the  pitiless  fire  to  which  they  were  ex- 
posed. The  Color-Sergeant,  James  Jarvis,  mounting  the  parapet, 
planted  the  colors  in  the  face  of  the  foe,  and  though  subjected  to  a 
storm  of  bullets,  held  his  position  bravely  until  wounded  in  the 
arm,  when  with  forty-three  bullets  in  the  flag  and  the  staff  broken, 
he  was  compelled  to  withdraw.  Twice  the  gallant  regiment,  fight- 
ing desperately,  entered  the  works,  only  to  be  driven  out,  owing 
to  the  failure  of  its  supports ;  but  a  third  time  it  forced  its  way  into 
the  works,  and  was  not  again  expelled,  holding  the  position  with  a 
tenacity  which  defied  all  attempts  to  dislodge  it.  The  fighting 
from  first  to  last  was  of  the  most  stubborn  and  murderous  charac- 
ter. At  one  time,  the  rebels  made  a  desperate  effort  to  break 
through  our  line  with  a  view  of  turning  our  right,  throwing  all 
their  spare  troops  on  that  part  of  the  line,  and  compelling  our 
troops  to  recede  a  short  distance.  But  their  advantage  was  only 
temporar}-,  and  for  hours  the  fight  went  on,  the  enemy  receiving 
reinforcements,  but  each  fresh  assault  being  repulsed,  until  at  last 
the  day  was  at  all  points  ours.  The  loss  of  the  Thirty-ninth,  to 
which  belongs  the  credit  of  capturing  one  of  the  most  formidable 
rebel  works  around  Petersburg,  was  very  severe,  amounting  to 
some  ten  killed  and  about  seventy-five  wounded,  several  officers 
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being  included  among  the  latter.2  Captain  George  W.  Harrison, 
of  Company  H,  who  had  previously  served  in  the  Twenty-sixth 
Kegiment,  and  was  highly  esteemed,  together  with  Lieutenant 
Nason,  of  the  same  company,  a  fearless  and  efficient  officer,  were 
among  the  killed.  The  first  man  wounded  was  Captain  Allen,  of 
Company  K. 

The  army  of  Lee  having  been  driven  from  its  stronhold,  the 
Thirty-ninth  joined  in  the  pursuit,  but  was  not  again  actively 
engaged.  Its  last  important  service  was  the  performance  of  provost 
duty,  for  some  two  weeks,  at  Farmville.  After  the  rebel  surren- 
der, it  proceeded  to  Alexandria,  where  it  remained  in  camp  until 
June,  when  it  was  ordered  to  Newark  and  finally  disbanded.  It 
had  performed  well  and  faithfully  all  the  duties  to  which  it  was 
assigned,  and  the  greeting  extended  to  it  upon  its  return  was  neither 
more  cordial  nor  general  than  it  deserved. 


2  A  person  who  "witnessed  this  engagement,  writes  :  "  The  lire  which  rained  on  the 
gronnd  and  around  the  fort  was  of  the  most  fearful  character,  and  to  stand  and  see 
our  men  advance  on  a  run  through  the  very  thickest  of  it,  many  of  them  being  torn 
to  pieces  and  lost  to  sight  before  they  crossed  half  the  distance,  was  a  sight  not  soon 
to  be  forgotten." 


CHAPTEE    XXXIY. 

THE     FORTIETH     REGIMENT. 

The  Fortieth  Regiment  was  organized  under  the  immediate 
superintendence  of  Colonel  Stephen  R  Gilkyson,  under  General 
Orders  No.  243  (series  1864)  of  the  War  Department,  and  forwarded 
to  the  field  by  companies,  the  last  company  being  mustered  in  on 
the  10th  of  March,  1865.1  Upon  reaching  the  field,  the  companies 
were  attached  to  the  First  Brigade,  the  regiment  proving  courageous 
and  efficient  in  all  the  engagements  in  which  it  participated.  In 
the  last  fight  before  Richmond  it  displayed  conspicuous  gallantry, 
the  men  fighting  with  the  steadiness  of  veterans.  Its  record  here 
is  brief,  since  its  term  of  service  covered  only  the  latter  period  of 
the  war ;  but,  in  the  estimation  of  Jerseymen,  it  deserves  a  place 
among  the  best  and  worthiest  of  our  regiments. 


1  The  original  roster  of  the  regiment  was  as  follows  : 

Colonel,  Stephen  R.  Gilkyson ;  Lieutenant  Colonel,  Samuel  J.  Hopkins ;  Major,  J. 
Augustus  Fay,  Jr.;  Adjutant,  George  W.  Brecn;  Quartermaster,  J.  Warren  Kinsey; 
Surgeon,  Charles  E.  Hall  ;  Assistant  Surgeons,  Harmon  Heed,  Elias  Wildman.  Com- 
pany J.-— Captain,  John  Edlcstein  ;  First  Lieutenant,  Charles  A.  Galluba;  Second 
Lieutenant,  Gustavus  L.  Frechc.  Company  B—  Captain,  Samuel  W.  Down ;  First  Lieu- 
tenant, Jonathan  Maguirc ;  Second  Lieutenant,  Edwin  Hodden.  Company  C—  Cap- 
tain, George  Eggers  ;  First  Lieutenant,  Henry  C.  Woodward ;  Second  Lieutenant, 
Joseph  F.  Mount.  Company  .D— Captain,  Maurice  C.  Stafford;  First  Lieutenant,  Har- 
rison Shaff;  Second  Lieutenant,  Samuei  Phillips.  Company  E—  Captain,  Joseph  A. 
Schnetzcr;  First  Lieutenant,  George  W.  Brecn;  Second  Lieutenant,  James  Phillips. 
Company  i*— Captain,  Charles  E.  Grant;  First  Lieutenant,  Chaunccy  Holt;  Second 
Lieutenant,  T.  Fletcher  Jacobs.  Company  G — Captain,  Elwood  Lippincott;  First 
Lieutenant,  John  B.  Lyman;  Second  Lieutenant,  John  M.  Peters.  Company  IT— Cap- 
tain, Andrew  J.  Mandevillc;  First  Lieutenant,  Samuel  W.  Downs  ;  Second  Lieutenant, 
George  A.  Bcldiu.  Company  /—Captain,  Ezra  Stewart ;  First  Lieutenant,  William  H. 
Stiles ;  Second  Lieutenant,  Stephen  II.  Marsh.  Company  A'— Captain,  John  W.  Good- 
enough;  First  Lieutenant,  Walker  A.  Newton;  Second  Lieutenant,  Peter  Rudranll'. 


CHAPTER    XXXY. 
BATTERY     A— (First    Artillery). 

Battery  A,  First  New  Jersey  Artillery,  Captain  William  Hex- 
amer,  was  mustered  into  service  August  12,  1861,  at  Hoboken, 
which  place  it  left  eight  days  after  for  Washington.  Captain  Hex- 
amer  had  for  months  impatiently  awaited  an  opportunity  to  enter 
the  service,  and  only  failed  to  reach  the  field  with  our  first  contin- 
gent, because  of  the  indisposition  of  the  Government  to  accept  of 
volunteer  artillery.  Whether  it  was  supposed  that  this  arm  of  the 
service  was  already  sufficiently  strong,  we  cannot  tell ;  but  it  is 
certain  that  so  far  as  New  Jersey  was  concerned,  it  was  found  for 
a  time  altogether  impossible  to  secure  the  acceptance  of  artillery 
organizations.  Many  men,  having  encountered  the  rebuffs  to  which. 
Captain  Hexamer  was  exposed,  would  have  abandoned  the  effort 
to  obtain  recognition  as  utterly  useless ;  but  he  was  not  to  be  so 
shaken  off;  pertinacious,  earnest  and  animated  by  a  sturdy  and 
invincible  patriotism,  he  pursued  his  purpose  with  ceaseless  and 
importunate  determination,  and  at  length,  as  we  have  seen,  achieved 
success — being  mustered  in  as  a  participant  in  the  grand  struggle 
for  the  vindication  of  the  flag  he  loved.  Reaching;  Washington  on 
the  21st  of  August,  the  battery,  after  being  filled  up  and  supplied 
with  the  necessary  horses,  equipments  and  arms,  proceeded  (Sep- 
tember 6th)  to  Fairfax  Seminary,  where  it  was  attached  to  Kear- 
ney's Brigade.  The  battery  at  this  time  numbered  one  hundred 
and  fifty-one  men  and  five  officers — one  Captain,  two  First  Lieu- 
tenants and  two  Second  Lieutenants.  At  a  later  period,  the  number 
of  men  was  increased  to  one  hundred  and  sixty-four,  several  being 
transferred  to  the  battery  from  the  First  Eegiment  of  Infantry. 

The  first  battle  in  which  the  battery  was  engaged  was  that  of 
West  Point,  on  the  7th  of  May,  1862,  where  it  displayed  great 
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gallantry,  winning  the  highest  encomiums.  The  official  report  of 
the  engagement  shows  that  at  nine  o'clock  on  the  day  named,  Cap- 
tain Hexamer,  under  orders  from  General  Newton,  placed  the  left 
section  (howitzers)  of  his  battery  in  position  opposite  the  woods 
near  the  landing — the  right  and  center  sections  being  soon  after 
placed  on  the  right  of  the  line  of  battle  formed  by  Franklin's 
Division.  What  followed  is  thus  told  in  the  report:  "Skirmish- 
ing between  our  troops  and  the  enemy  had  already  commenced  in 
the  woods  directly  in  front  when  I  reached  the  designated  ground. 
General  Newton  ordered  me  not  to  begin  firing  until  the  enemy 
should  show  himself  outside  the  woods,  which  was  done  at  twelve 
o'clock  by  the  Fifth  Alabama  Eegiment,  who  fired  on  my  battery 
with  rifles,  wounding  some  of  my  men.  I  then  Opened  fire  with 
my  ten-pounder  Parrotts,  and  threw  spherical  case  into  the  lines  of 
the  enemy,  causing  the  retreat  of  the  Alabama  troops.  I  then 
commenced  shelling  the  woods  in  the  direction  where  I  knew  the 
enemy  to  be  located  (guided  by  the  smoke  rising  from  the  dis- 
charged muskets),  until  the  firing  of  the  infantry  in  the  woods  in 
front  of  us  ceased  entirely.  "::"  *  *  The  effect  of  our  fire  must 
have  been  good,  judging  from  his  speedy  retreat  and  the  reports  of 
some  men  of  our  brigade  who  were  pursuing  him  in  the  woods. 
The  men  behaved  well,  executing  all  movements  as  accurately  as 
on  the  drill-ground." 

The  battery  was  next  engaged  at  Mechanicsville,  before  Rich- 
mond, on  the  31st  of  May,  1SG2.  On  the  27th  of  June,  it  partici- 
pated in  the  severe  engagement  at  Gaines'  Mills,  having  reported 
to  Colonel  Taylor,  commanding  the  First  New  Jersey  Brigade,  and 
being  by  him  placed  on  the  right  of  the  brigade — Prince  de  Join- 
ville,  of  McClellan's  staff,  accompanying  the  command  to  its 
position — in  an  open  field  some  two  hundred  yards  from  the  woods 
occupied  by  the  rebels,  and  in  which  an  infantry  fight  was  in 
progress.  Immediately  upon  the  battery  coming  into  position,  the 
enemy  opened  upon  it,  killing  and  wounding  seventeen  horses 
before  it  was  able  to  fire  a  single  shot ;  the  men,  however,  received 
the  fire  without  trepidation,  and  as  soon  as  possible  replied  with 
vigor.  Captain  Hexamer s  report  of  the  day's  action,  as  made  to 
86 


682  NEW  JERSEY  AND   THE   REBELLION. 

Colonel  Taylor,  says  of  the  operations  of  the  battery  subsequent 
to  this  assault  from  the  enemy  :  "  After  half  an  hour's  rest,  during 
which  time  the  musket  balls  of  the  enemy  reached  us  in  great 
numbers,  I  received  an  order  by  Adjutant  de  Joinville  from 
General  Porter,  to  advance  fifty  yards  towards  the  woods  and 
open  fire  at  eleven  hundred  yards  distance,  where  the  rebels  were 
supposed  to  be  in  line.  We  threw  about  thirty  rounds,  when  the 
musket  fire  in  our  front  ceased,  and  I  received  an  order  by  the 
same  Adjutant  to  discontinue  firing.  We  were  kept  in  rest  about 
twenty  minutes,  when  suddenly  the  firing  in  our  front  and  all 
along  the  woods  was  renewed  and  raged  for  about  half  an  hour 
with  the  greatest  fury.  The  musketry  came  nearer  every  moment, 
and  finally  our  infantry  left  the  woods,  followed  closely  by  the 
enemy.  At  this  moment  I  received  your  order  to  open  fire 
with  spherical  case  and  canister,  which  was  at  once  complied 
with.  Simultaneously  the  battery  on  my  left  opened  fire,  and 
after  about  fifteen  minutes'  firing,  we  had  silenced  entirely  the 
musketry  of  the  enemy  in  front  of  us.  The  smoke  hanging- 
over  the  field  now  rendered  it  quite  impossible  to  observe  any 
movements  of  the  rebels.  Suddenly  we  received  a  volley  of 
musketry  from  our  left,  followed  by  an  incessant  firing  of  the 
infantry,  which  had  already  advanced  upon  the  battery  on  the  left 
of  us,  taking  it  with  the  bayonet.  Not  being  supported,  I  found 
it  necessary  to  limber  and  retire  to  the  next  hill  in  rear  of  our 
position.  One  driver  of  the  left  section  was  shot  down,  while  two 
horses  of  the  same  pieces,  three  of  the  caisson  horses,  and  one 
sergeant's  horse,  were  disabled.  The  piece,  the  horses  of  which 
were  shot,  could  not  be  brought  forward,  and  fell  into  the  hands 
of  the  enemy,  who  took  possession  of  it  immediately.  Besides 
the  driver,  four  other  men  were  wounded  in  this  engagement. 
Reaching  the  hill  before  mentioned,  General  Slocum  ordered  me 
to  go  into  battery  and  fire  to  the  rear,  which  I  did,  answering  the 
firing  of  a  rebel  battery  brought  into  action  about  one  thousand 
yards  from  us.  We  continued  firing  until  the  battery  opposite  us 
ceased,  and  at  eleven  o'clock  I  received  orders  to  return  to  camp. 
During  the  day   we  fired  one  hundred  and  sixty-five  rounds — 
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spherical  case,  shot  and  shells.  During  the  whole  day  my  men 
stood  well  to  their  work — notwithstanding  we  were  for  hours 
under  the  heaviest  musketry  and  cannon  fire — maneuvering, 
loading  and  firing,  quite  without  excitement." 

The  testimony  here  borne  by  the  gallant  commandant  to  the 
courage  and  endurance  of  his  men,  was  no  more  than  just. 
Throughout  the  entire  battle,  they  displayed  the  utmost  coolness 
and  indifference  to  danger,  eliciting  from  all  who  witnessed  their 
conduct  the  wannest  commendation.  Prince  dc  Joinville,  witness- 
ing the  intrepidity  with  which  the  battery  met  the  rebel  attack, 
spoke  in  glowing  terms  of  their  bravery,  and  in  a  letter  afterwards 
published  in  a  Paris  journal,  declared  that  he  had  never  seen,  any- 
where, soldiers  who  received  an  attack  so  coolly  as  the  German 
battery  which  was  under  his  orders  during  the  battle  of  Gaines' 
Mill. 

The  services  of  Battery  A  in  this  campaign  did  not  end  with  this 
engagement.  When,  our  army  being  driven  back,  the  enemy 
pushed  forward  in  pursuit,  this  was  the  first  battery  which  opened 
fire  upon  the  pursuers,  and  it  was  in  no  small  degree  owing  to  its 
active  services  that  the  advance  was  checked  and  opportunity  given 
to  our  exhausted  infantry  to  make  good  their  escape.  During  the 
retreat,  so  great  was  the  confusion,  and  so  entangled  were  the  in- 
fantry and  artillery,  that  Captain  Hexamer  was  obliged  to  dismount 
his  drivers,  and  use  them,  when  he  again  opened,  together  with  the 
officers,  in  serving  the  guns. 

Upon  the  withdrawal  of  the  army  to  Harrison's  Landing,  the 
battery  went  into  camp,  where  it  remained  until  about  the  26th  of 
August,  when  it  embarked  for  Alexandria,  where  it  arrived  on  the 
29th,  marching  on  the  same  day  with  General  Franklin's  troops  to 
Fairfax  Court  House.  Pope  was  at  this  time  desperately  engaged 
with  a  large  force  of  the  enemy.  Hexamer  at  once  found  active 
work,  being  posted  during  the  light  at  Chantilly  on  the  road  between 
that  place  and  Fairfax  Court  House,  on  the  right  of  General  Kear- 
ney's Division.  After  the  battle,  the  battery  returned  to  its  old 
camp  near  Alexandria,  whence  it  marched  on  the  3d  of  September 
into  Maryland,  reaching  Sugar-loaf  mountain  on  the  10th.     Thence 
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it  followed  the  retiring  rebels  through  Burkettsville  to  Crampton's 
Pass,  participating  in  the  attack  upon  the  enemy  at  that  point,  and 
winning  fresh  honors  by  its  gallantry.  Eeaching  the  top  of  the 
mountain,  the  battery  remained  until  the  17th,  when  it  proceeded 
to  Antietam,  where  it  again  performed  distinguished  service.  At 
the  time  when  the  battery  was  ordered  into  action,  the  battle  on 
the  right  had  become  desperate  in  the  last  degree,  the  contending 
armies  struggling  with  a  courage  scarcely  paralleled  for  the  position 
about  the  Dunker  Church.  Near  this  church,  standing  on  the  edge 
of  a  woods  skirting  the  east  side  of  the  road  running  north  from 
Sharpsburg.  the  enemy  had  several  batteries  which  seriously  annoyed 
our  infantry,  who  held  another  belt  of  woods  several  hundred  yards 
west  of  the  church.  In  front  of  this  latter  woods,  stretched  an 
open  field,  across  which  our  columns  had  already  advanced,  only, 
however,  to  be  repulsed.  It  was  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  (of 
the  17th)  when  Hexamer  was  ordered  to  advance  and  take  position 
in  this  field,  at  a  distance  of  some  seven  hundred  yards  from  the 
church,  behind  which  the  enemy  were  gathered  in  force.  At  this 
time  a  battery  of  heavy  rifled  guns  (twenty  pounder  Parrotts)  was 
in  position  and  throwing  shells  and  shrapnel  among  our  infantry, 
posted  about  one  thousand  five  hundred  yards  distant.  Hexamer 
at  once  opened  upon  this  battery  with  shells,  and  so  accurate  was 
his  aim,  that  after  firing  one  hundred  and  fifty  rounds,  he  effectually 
silenced  it,  the  operation  occupying  less  than  half  an  hour.1  Soon 
after  this,  a  second  battery  (of  twelve-pounder  howitzers)  came  into 
position  in  front  of  Hexamer,  and  commenced  unlimbering  at  a 
distance  of  seven  hundred  }^ards.  He  at  once  opened  vigorously 
upon  the  intruders,  firing  some  thirty  rounds  of  shrapnel,  when, 
without  firing  a  gun,  the  rebel,  finding  himself  in  hot  quarters, 
reconsidered  his  purpose  to  attack  and  hurriedly  withdrew  out  of 
range. 

About  this  time,  Hexamer  received  orders  to  report  to  General 
Hancock,  and  proceeding  to  the  position  designated,  was  ordered 


*  Officers  of  high  rank,  who  saw  this  affair,  have  informed  the  writer  that  it  was  in 
every  respect  one  of  the  handsomest  they  ever  witnessed. 
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to  fire  upon  two  rebel  regiments,  drawn  up  about  one  thousand 
yards  distant.  At  once  opening  with  shell  and  shrapnels,  and 
pouring  a  rapid  fire  into  the  rebel  flanks  he  speedily  caused  them 
also  to  retire,  leaving,  however,  not  a  few  of  their  number  behind, 
dead  and  wounded.  The  enemy  now  fell  back  to  an  orchard, 
which  Hexamer  shelled  vigorously  for  about  half  an  hour,  when  a 
battery  opened  upon  him  on  the  right  flank  at  about  nineteen  hun- 
dred yards  distance — the  enemy  at  the  same  time  advancing  and 
opening  with  musketry  at  a  range  of  two  hundred  yards.  Thus 
sharply  assailed,  Captain  Hexamer  "  ordered  the  left-half  battery,7' 
we  quote  the  langnage  of  his  report,  "  to  fire  with  canister  in  the 
direction  of  the  infantry,  and  the  right-half  battery  to  fire  with 
shells  towards  the  battery  on  the  right  flank.  This  was  imme- 
diately done,  causing  the  infantry  to  fall  back  a  second  time  from 
their  position.  I  then  ordered  the  left-half  battery  to  direct  its  fire 
also  against  the  battery  on  our  right,  which  had  our  exact  range 
and  was  throwing  shells  and  shrapnel  among  my  men  and  the 
infantry  in  our  rear,  killing  two  of  my  horses,  and  wounding  and 
killing  many  of  the  infantry,  I  continued  firing  until  we  had 
expended  all  the  ammunition  contained  in  the  limber-chests  of  the 
pieces,  whereupon  I  was  relieved  by  another  battery.  I  used, 
during  the  action,  two  hundred  and  eighty  shells,  two  hundred 
shrapnels,  and  fifteen  canisters.  The  officers  and  men  behaved 
extremely  well."2 

During  the  night  of  the  18th,  the  battery  was  again  ordered  to 
the  front,  where  it  remained  until  Lee  had  withdrawn,  when  it 
joined  in  the  pursuit.  Subsequently  it  went  into  camp  at  Bakers- 
ville,  where  it  was  considerably  strengthened,  Company  K,  of  the 
First  Regiment  Volunteers,  also  from   Hoboken,  being  transferred 


2  In  a  private  note,  Captain  Hexamer  says  : 

"When  we  returned  from  the  front  near  the  church,  where  we  silenced  two  rebel 
batteries,  the  First  Division  of  the  Sixth  Corp.-?,  which  was  laying  on  the  ground  behind 
us,  rose  and  gave  us  three  cheers.  During  the  battle  I  had  only  eighty  men  present 
for  service,  and  was  obliged  to  change  the  cannoneers  with  the  drivers  to  keep  the 
battery  going.  While  we  were  on  the  center  with  General  Hancock,  we  had  to  call 
for  infantry  to  help  us  serve  the  guns.  We  tired  near  one  hundred  rounds  with  each 
gun  from  three  o'clock,  p.  m.,  to  six  o'clock,  p.  m." 
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to  the  battery,  and  the  men  in  hospital  returning  to  duty,  giving 
it  the  fall  number  of  effective  men.  After  some  weeks,  moving 
with  the  Sixth  Corps  to  Warrenton,  and  thence  to  the  vicinity  of 
White  Oak  Church,  the  battery  went  into  camp  until  the  11th  of 
December,  when  it  advanced  with  the  infantry  to  the  Eappahan- 
nock,  crossing  on  the  following  day  with  General  Brooks,  of  the 
First  Division  of  the  Sixth  Corps.  The  rebel  batteries  on  the 
heights  in  rear  of  Fredericksburg  opening  on  the  position  held  by 
Hexamer,  he  vigorously  replied,  firing  until  nightfall.  During  the 
three  following  days,  he  remained  in  the  same  position,  doing 
effective  service,  finally  withdrawing  on  the  loth,  with  the  rest  of 
the  army.5 


The  following  letter  from  Reverend  Norman  W.  Camp,  (Chaplain  of  the  Fourth  Regi- 
ment, New  Jersey  Volunteers,)  to  Captain  Hexamer,  is  of  interest  in  connection  with 
the  account  of  this  battle  : 

"Whilst  I  was  on  duty  at  a  field  hospital  near  the  battle-field  of  Antietam,  Mary- 
land, I  was  asked  one  day  by  a  wounded  rebel  officer  (a  Captain,)  "who  was  in  the  hos- 
pital, to  find  and  brim?  you  to  see  him.  I  thought  the  request  rather  a  singular  one, 
so  I  pressed  him  to  tell  me  why  he  was  so  anxious  to  see  you.  His  reply  was  in  sub- 
stance as  follows  : 

" '  I  want  to  sec  the  Captain  of  a  battery,  which  we  fear  more  than  any  other  battery 
in  your  army.  His  battery  did  us  more  damage  than  any  two  batteries  you  had  in  the 
recent  battle  (Antietam).  I  cannot  help  having  great  respect  for  such  a  powerful  bat- 
tery, and  as  I  am  here  wounded  and  probably  shall  die,  it  would  afford  me  great  satis- 
faction to  see  its  Captain.  "We  fear  Captain  Hexamer' s  Battery  just  about  as  we  fear 
your  General  Kearney  in  the  infantry.' 

"In  order  to  satisfy  such  a  curiosity,  and  which  I  thought  to  be  a  very  reasonable 
one,  I  tried  to  find  you  but  could  not,  and  at  the  end  ot  the  week  he  was  paroled  and 
sent  to  the  hospital  at  Frederick  City.  This  officer  said  he  was  from  North  Carolina, 
and  had  charge  of  the  battery  which  opened  on  us  one  very  dark  and  stormy  night  at 
Harrison's  Landing  in  July  last. 

"I  mentioned  this  request  of  the  rebel  officer  to  see  you,  in  presence  of  Major- 
General  Franklin,  General  Slocum  and  General  Newton,  in  General  Franklin's  tent. 
They  were  all  very  much  interested  in  my  narration  of  this  circumstance,  and  all 
concurred  in  saying  that  you  were  a  gallant  and  brave  officer  and  that  your  battery 
did  more  effective  service  in  the  battle  at  Antietam  than  any  other  on  the  field." 

3  The"  following  is  the  official  report : 

"  Camp  White  Oak  Church,  December  2C,  18(32. 

"  Sir  :  I  herewith  submit  to  you  the  following  report,  concerning  the  part  taken  by 
my  battery  in  the  action  near  Fredericksburg,  December  IStli-lioth. 

"The  battery  crossed  the  Rappahannock  on  the  lower  bridge  in  rear  of  General 
Brook's  Division,  (First  Division  Sixth  Corps)  on  the  12th  of  December,  and  advanced 
in  the  field  below  Fredericksburg,  with  the  infantry  of  the  said  division  to  the  road 
leading  from  Fredericksburg  in  a  southeasterly  direction.  The  battery  rested  near 
said  road,  during  the  time  our  infantry  advanced  through  the  'deep  run'  towards  the 
hills  held  by  the  enemy,  until  the  batteries  posted  on  said  hill  opened  on'  the  infantry 
and  on  us,  at  which  time  we  received  the  order  to  ccfmmcncc  tiring.     We  tired  until 
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The  battery  was  now  unemployed  until  the  12th  of  January, 
1863.  when  it  participated  in  the  "  Mud  Campaign."  In  this 
movement,  Hexamers  was  the  only  battery  which  came  punctually 
into  position  at  the  front.  It  was  also  the  only  battery  which 
effected  a  return  to  camp  without  the  aid  of  infantry,  all  the 
others  finding  it  necessary  to  call  in  assistance  to  move  the  heavy 
pieces  over  the  miserable  roads.  The  promptness  and  efficiency 
exhibited  by  the  battery  in  this  movement  elicited  the  warmest 
praise  from  General  Brooks  and  others. 

The  battery  now  remained  at  White  Oak  Church  in  winter 
quarters  until  the  28th  of  April,  when,  Hooker  initiating  the 
Chancellorsville  campaign,  it  moved  to  the  Rappahannock  and 
went  into  position  to  cover  Franklin's  crossing.  Engaged  in  this 
duty  until  May  2d,  it  crossed  the  river  and  took  position  with  a 
view  of  engaging  the  rebel  batteries  on  Marye's  Heights.  On  the 
morning  of  the  3d,  the  engagement  opened  with  great  vigor,  the 
artillery  on  both  sides  displaying  tremendous  activity.  About 
noon,  the  enemy  having  been  driven  from  the  Heights,  Battery  A 
advanced  through  Fredericksburg,  and  over  the  Heights,  some 
three  miles  in  the  direction  of  Chancellorsville.  Here,  in  the 
vicinity  of  Salem  Church,  where  the  First  Jersey  Brigade  had 
encountered  the  enemy  in  force,  the  battery  at  once  took  position, 
and  becoming  engaged,  fought  until  nightfall  with  its  accustomed 


the  batteries  opposite  us  ceased  firing,  with  good  effect  on  the  rebel  batteries.  On  the 
13th,  we  were  ordered  to  the  same  place  we  held  on  the  12th,  with  the  instructions  to 
tire  on  the  enemy's  batteries  on  the  hill  in  front  of  us  as  soon  as  said  batteries  should 
open  their  tire,  which  took  place  at  about  twelve  o'clock.  We  answered  the  tire  of 
three  or  four  batteries  on  the  hill  until  they  discontinued  their  fire. 

"Wc  remained  in  the  same  position  on  the  14th  and  15th,  and  fired  from  time  to 
time. 

44  On  the  loth,  we  opened  on  a  working  party  of  the  enemy,  which  was  throwing  up 
earthworks  in  front  of  us.  In  the  night  of  the  loth,  wc  were  ordered  to  recross  the 
Rappahannock  and  to  go  in  position  on  the  hill  north  of  the  river. 

44  On  the  10th  we  tired  from  tliis  position  on  a  large  mass  of  infantry  of  the  enemy, 
which  wc  could  observe  marching  on  the  south  side  of  the  Rappahannock.  The  dis- 
tance of  the  enemy's  batteries  in  frout  of  my  batter}'  on  the  field  south  of  the  R  tppa- 
haunock,  on  which  wc  fired  on  the  12-loth,  was  from  two  thousand  seven  hundred  to 
three  thousand  two  hundred  yards. 

44  Most  respectfully, 

44  William  IIexamer, 
44  Captain  Commanding  Battery  A,  First  New  Jersey  Artillery." 
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gallantry  and  efficiency.  On  the  following  day,  being  posted  on 
the  left  of  the  turnpike,  Hexamer  was  again  actively  engaged, 
falling  back,  however,  at  night  to  Banks'  Ford,  where  it  covered 
the  crossing  of  our  troops  who,  despairing  of  victory,  were  quitting 
the  bloody  field  where  they  had  so  bravely  but  so  vainly  fought. 
At  midnight,  the  battery  also  crossed,  and  after  remaining  three 
days  near  the  river,  proceeded  to  its  old  camp — having  in  the 
several  engagements  fired  about  twelve  hundred  rounds. 

On  the  12th  of  May,  the  battery  was  transferred  from  the  Sixth 
Corps  to  the  Artillery  Reserve,  remaining  in  camp  until  the  5th  of 
June,  when  it  moved  to  a  new  position  near  the  Eappahannock, 
whence,  however,  it  soon  after  marched  to  Fairfax  Court  House, 
where  it  remained  until  the  army  commenced  its  movement  into 
Pennsylvania  in  pursuit  of  Lee.  Reaching  Edward's  Ferry,  on 
the  Potomac,  on  the  24th  (after  a  march  of  thirty-two  miles  on 
that  day),  the  battery  assisted  in  covering  the  crossing  of  our 
troops,  when,  on  the  27th,  it  inarched  to  Frederick,  Maryland,  and 
thence  with  the  army  to  Gettysburg,  where  it  arrived  on  the 
morning  of  July  2d,  going  into  position  on  the  turnpike,  but  not 
becoming  engaged,  although  exposed  to  the  shells  of  the  enemy. 
On  the  3d,  changing  position  to  the  left  center  of  the  line  of  battle, 
upon  which  Lee  was  concentrating  all  his  artillery,  the  battery 
opened  and  maintained  a  heavy  fire,  fighting  until  evening.  The 
contest  on  this  part  of  the  line  was  of  the  most  desperate  character, 
the  enemy  advancing  to  the  very  mouths  of  our  guns,  and  strug- 
gling with  the  most  stubborn  intrepidity  to  gain  possession  of  the 
elevation  occupied  by  our  troops.  Atone  time  during  the  engage- 
ment, the  rebels,  pressing  impetuously  forward,  were  within  ten 
yards  of  Hexamer's  pieces,  but  not  a  man  flinched  for  a  moment. 
Indeed,  never  before  had  these  sturdy  German  artillerists  exhibited 
a  grander  courage,  or  a  sublimer  indifference  to  danger,  than  on 
this  occasion,  when  menaced,  apparently,  with  utter  destruction. 
So  terrible  was  the  rebel  fire  that  one  of  their  shots  killed  two 
men  and  wounded  seven  others  serving  one  of  Hexamer's  pieces. 

Upon  the  retreat  of  Lee,  Battery  A  joined  in  the  pursuit,  and 
crossing  the  Potomac  at  Harper's  Ferry,  marched  to  "Warrenton, 
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proceeding  thence  to  Culpepper,  where  it  encamped  until  October 
11th.  It  then  participated  in  the  various  movements  of  the  army, 
finally  encamping  on  November  Sth,  near  the  Kappahannock. 
Subsequently  it  participated  in  the  Mine  Eun  demonstration, 
returning  to  camp  at  Brandy  Station,  where  it  remained  during 
the  winter,  receiving  before  the  spring  campaign  some  eighty 
recruits. 

On  the  4th  of  May,  1864,  General  Grant  having  matured  his 
plans  for  an  advance  against  the  enemy,  Battery  A  marched  to 
Chancellorsville,  moving  on  the  following  morning  to  the  right  of 
that  point,  passing  Eobertson's  Tavern.  Thence  it  was  moved  on 
the  7th  to  Pine  Grove  Church,  where  it  remained,  in  reserve,  until 
the  10th,  when  it  marched  to  Tabernacle  Church,  and  thence  to 
Fredericksburg,  returning  to  the  Sixth  Corps.  On  the  18th,  it 
again  advanced,  and  on  the  19th  reached  the  river  Po,  where  it 
participated  in  a  heavy  fight.  In  the  advance  from  this  point,  the 
battery  covered  the  rear  of  the  Sixth  Corps — passing  the  North 
Anna  on  the  24th,  the  Pamunkey  on  the  28th,  and  reaching  Cold 
Harbor  shortly  after  noon  on  June  1st.  Here  it  was  at  once  sent 
into  position,  taking  part  in  the  bloody  engagement  of  that  day — 
firing  in  all  five  hundred  and  ten  rounds.  In  the  evening  it 
advanced  some  two  hundred  yards,  and  early  on  the  following 
morning  renewed  its  firing,  keeping  it  up,  though  greatly  annoyed 
by  sharpshooters,  for  several  hours.  About  noon,  the  rebels 
making  an  attack,  the  battery  suffered  the  loss  of  Lieutenant 
Jaeckele  wounded,  Quartermaster- Sergeant  Hagelber  and  another 
sergeant  killed — several  horses  being  also  killed.  Towards  eve- 
ning, being  ordered  to  report  to  the  Eighteenth  Army  Corps, 
Hexamer  withdrew  his  command,  but  on  the  following  day  was 
again  engaged  with  that  corps — the  fighting  being  of  the  heaviest 
description.  In  this  engagement,  a  division  under  General  Brooks 
being  driven  out  of  the  woods  temporarily  occupied  by  them,  the 
rebels  sharply  followed,  opening  fire  with  canister.  Hexamer  was 
ordered  to  check  the  enemy's  batteries,  and  did  so,  although 
exposed  to  a  canister  fire  at  a  distance  of  only  two  hundred  yards. 
During  this  day's  fighting,  five  hundred  and  seventy-seven  rounds 
•    87 
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were  fired.  Captain  Hexamer  had  one  of  his  shoulder-straps  shot 
away,  but  escaped  actual  injury.  During  the  evening,  the  camp 
of  the  battery  was  under  the  fire  of  the  enemy,  several  horses 
being  killed  and  two  men  wounded.  On  the  4th,  the  battery  again 
moved  to  the  front,  being  posted  behind  earthworks  under  the  fire 
of  the  rebel  sharpshooters,  but  was  not  again  actively  engaged 
until  the  night  of  the  5th,  when  the  position  being  attacked,  fire 
was  opened  and  continued  at  intervals  until  the  evening  of  the 
9th,  when  the  command  retired  to  camp.  Here  it  remained  until 
the  12th,  when,  after  a  brief  engagement,  it  marched  with  the 
army  to  the  James  Eiver,  crossing  on  the  morning  of  the  15th, 
and  reaching  the  front  of  Petersburg  on  the  night  of  the  16th. 
On  the  19th,  going  into  position  at  a  peculiarly  exposed  point, 
with  rebel  batteries  on  the  right,  left  and  front,  and  rebel  sharp- 
shooters only  one  hundred  yards  distant,  it  became  hotly  engaged, 
three  men  being  wounded  and  four  horses  killed.  In  this  position 
the  battery  remained,  firing  from  time  to  time,  until  the  night  of 
the  21st,  when  it  marched  to  the  left  of  Petersburg  and  went  into 
camp.  During  the  following  week,  though  several  times  sent  into 
position,  the  command  was  not  called  into  action.  On  the  30th, 
it  marched  to  Peam's  Station,  returning  two  days  after  and  going 
into  camp.  Here  it  remained  until  July  9th,  when  it  proceeded  to 
City  Point,  remaining  until  the  26th.  Upon  returning  to  Peters- 
burg, Captain  Hexamer  was  placed  in  command  of  the  Sixth 
Corps  Artillery  Brigade — Lieutenant  A.  Parsons  taking  charge  of 
Battery  A.  This,  on  the  31st,  was  ordered  to  return  to  Trenton 
for  muster  out,  its  term  of  service  having  expired.  Lieutenant 
Parsons,  however,  remained  with  a  portion  of  the  men,  and  during 
the  winter  the  battery  was  again  filled  up,  but  was  not  afterwards 
actively  engaged.  Upon  the  termination  of  hostilities  it  returned 
to  the  State  and  was  finally  dissolved  ;  but  the  record  of  its  gallant 
services  still  remains,  and  while  valor  and  constancy  in  duty  are 
appreciated  and  esteemed,  will  deservedly  be  held  in  honor  among 
men.  Composed  largely  of  adopted  citizens — of  Germans  in 
whose  breasts  the  love  of  Liberty  amounted  to  a  passion — it 
fought  from  first  to  last  with  a  heroism,  a  loftiness  of  purpose,  and 
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a  spirit  of  noble  consecration  which  none,  among  all  the  volunteer 
organizations  of  the  war,  ever  surpassed ;  and  its  survivors,  in 
whatever  spheres  of  action  they  may  now  be  employed,  may  well 
wear  their  scars  with  pride,  and  rejoice  in  the  memories  of  their 
service  as  in  hid  treasure. 

The  following  is  the  register  of  the  commissioned  officers  actually 
in  service  of  Battery  A : 

Captain—- "William  Hexamer,  mustered  in  August  12,  1861;  mustered  out  August 
12,  1864. 

First  Lieutenants — John  Fingerlin,  mustered  in  August  13,  1S61;  resigned  No- 
rember  30,  1861.  Christian  Woerner,  mustered  in  August  12,  1861 ;  resigned  Octo- 
ber 8,  1862.  John  I.  HofF,  mustered  in  August  12,  1S61 ;  resigned  November,  1S62. 
George  W.  B.  "Wright,  mustered  in  August  1,  1862;  resigned  March  28,  1863.  Augus- 
tin  Parsons,  mustered  in  July  11,  1863 ;  took  the  command  August  12,  1864.  "William 
Yeagle,  mustered  in  April  21, 1863. 

Second  Lieutenants — Herrman  Lentz,  mustered  in  August  12,  1861;  resigned  Septem- 
ber 4,  1S61.  Adolph  Palois,  mustered  in  May  15,  1862;  resigned  July  13,  1863.  "Wil- 
liam Hausemann,  mustered  in  1862;  resigned  July  30,  1862.  Philip  Phildius,  mus- 
stered  in  1863 ;  resigned  November  12,  1863.  Samuel  F.  Wheeler,  mustered  in  June 
23,  1863;  mustered  out  August  12,  1864.  William  O.  Bonin,  mustered  in  December 
15, 1863;  mustered  out  with  the  battery,  1865. 


CHAPTEE     XXXVI. 
BATTERY     B— (Second     Artillery.) 

Battery  B,  Second  New  Jersey  Artillery,  was  organized  in 
August,  1861,  by  Captain  John  E.  Beam,  and  was  composed  prin- 
cipally of  members  of  Company  F,  First  (three  months)  Regiment, 
who  had  just  been  discharged.  The  company  was  mustered  into 
the  United  States  service  September  3d,  at  Trenton,  but  owing  to 
the  want  of  quartermaster's  stores,  did  not  leave  for  "Washington 
until  the  latter  part  of  the  month.  Sooti  after  reaching  the  capital, 
it  received  its  guns  and  horses,  and  was  ordered  to  report  to  Gen- 
eral Heintzelman,  commanding  the  Third  Corps,  when  it  went  into 
camp  on  the  Mount  Yernon  road,  two  miles  south  of  Alexandria, 
and  prepared  for  winter  quarters.  The  winter  was  spent  in  drill 
and  preparations  for  the  spring  campaign,  the  monotony  being  occa- 
sionally broken  by  a  reconnoissance  in  the  direction  of  the  enemy, 
then  lying  about  Manassas. 

In  March,  1862,  the  battery  embarked  for  Fortress  Monroe, 
arriving  on  the  24th  and  moving  with  the  army  to  Yorktown. 
Here  it  had  its  first  opportunity  to  test  its  guns,  being  twice 
engaged,  but  without  other  casualties  than  the  loss  of  three  horses. 
The  enemy  evacuating  Yorktown,  the  battery  moved  forward  to 
Williamsburg,  where  it  was  again  engaged.  In  the  continued 
movement  up  the  Peninsula,  the  battery  suffered  greatly,  with  the 
rest  of  the  army,  in  the  low  grounds  of  the  Chickahominy,  one- 
.third  of  the  men  being  at  one  time  in  hospital.  In  the  battle  of 
Seven  Pines,  the  battery  did  splendid  service,  and  at  Peach  Orchard, 
where  the  left  of  the  command  was  under  Lieutenant  A.  J.  Clark, 
it  received  special  mention  in  orders  for  its  gallantry,  being  directed 
to  inscribe  "  Peach  Orchard"  upon  its  colors.  In  this  engagement, 
several  charges  of  the  enemy  were  bloodily  repulsed,  and  the  men 
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displayed  throughout  the  most  obstinate  intrepidity.  While  in 
front  of  Eichmond,  the  battery  performed  almost  constant  picket 
duty.  During  the  retreat,  it  was  engaged  at  Malvern  Hill,  suffer- 
ing the  loss  of  Captain  Beam  killed  and  two  men  wounded.  Cap- 
tain Beam  was  a  brave  and  efficient  officer,  and  his  loss  was  sin- 
cerely mourned  by  the  command.  While  at  Harrison's  Landing, 
the  battery  suffered  the  loss  of  many  of  its  best  men  from  scurvy 
and  camp  disease,  and  all  were  rejoiced  when  the  army  was  ordered 
to  Washington.  The  vessel  on  which  the  battery  was  embarked 
getting  aground  in  the  Potomac,  it  did  not  reach  Alexandria  in 
time  to  move  up  to  the  assistance  of  General  Pope,  then  righting 
desperately  with  Lee's  veterans,  nor,  being  left  in  the  defences  of 
Washington,  did  it  take  part  in  the  battle  of  Antietam.  This, 
however,  was  the  only  battle  of  the  Third  Corps  in  which  it  did 
not  participate. 

While  at  Harrison's  Landing,  Lieutenant  A.  J.  Clark  succeeded 
to  the  command  of  the  battery,  and  under  his  vigorous  direction, 
it  was  speedily  brought  to  as  high  a  state  of  efficiency  as  before  the 
Peninsula  campaign,  being  now  rated  among  the  very  best  batte- 
ries in  the  service.  The  Fall  of  1862  was  spent  in  marching  and 
reconnoissances  without  any  decided  results  until  December,  when 
the  command  was  again  brought  into  action  at  Fredericksburg. 
During  the  winter  it  was  employed  in  marching,  participating  in 
several  cavalry  reconnoisances,  which  tested  the  endurance  of  the 
men,  if  they  did  not  result  in  any  marked  gains  to  the  cause.  In 
May,  1863,  when  Hooker  moved  against  the  enemy,  the  battery 
was  desperately  engaged  at  Chancellorsville — Captain  Clark  here 
commanding  the  First  Division  Artillery.  Perhaps  the  command 
never  fought  more  magificently  than  on  this  occasion.  At  one 
period  in  the  engagement,  the  enemy  advancing  in  heavy  column, 
succeeded  in  seizing  all  the  caissons,  the  forge  and  battery  wagon, 
but  the  men  stood  bravely  to  their  work  and  repulsed  the  assail- 
ants, though  not  without  loss.  When  the  Eleventh  Corps  broke, 
and  the  enemy  pressed  forward  exultantly  into  the  breach,  Battery 
B,  with  two  others — one  being  Bramhall's,  composed  of  Jerseymen 
— held  the  column  in  check,  pouring  canister  right  into  their  faces 
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at  short  range,  and  piling  the  dead  in  heaps.  The  Battery  lost  four 
men  killed,  five  wounded,  and  two  taken  prisoners.  One  of  its 
caissons  was  blown  up,  and  one  captured,  while  thirteen  horses 
were  killed.  It  again  received  special  mention  for  its  efficiency, 
and  its  celebrity  throughout  the  army  was  from  this  day  perma- 
nently established. 

Being  again  repaired  and  recruited,  the  battery  marched  with  the 
army  into  Pennsylvania,  doing  picket  duty  at  night  at  the  various 
gaps  in  the  Blue  Eidge  on  the  left  of  the  line  of  march,  and  moving 
rapidly,  in  order  to  keep  up  with  the  main  column,  in  the  daytime. 
This  severe  duty  told  heavily  on  the  men  and  the  condition  of  the 
horses,  but  the  command  pushed  steadily  forward,  reaching  Gettys- 
burg late  on  the  night  of  July  1st,  and  taking  position  on  the  left 
of  our  line.  At  ten  o'clock  on  the  following  morning  it  was 
thrown  forward  with  the  First  Brigade,  Second  Division,  Third 
Corps,  to  feel  the  enemy,  and  for  some  six  hours  vigorously  shelled 
bodies  of  the  enemy  forming  on  our  front  and  left.  At  four  o'clock, 
p.  m.,  the  rebels,  annoyed  by  the  fire,  opened  four  full  batteries  on 
the  Jersey  men,  at  the  same  time  advancing  a  large  force  of  infantry. 
The  reserve  artillery,  however,  promptly  moved  to  the  assistance 
of  Battery  B,  and  the  action  became  general,  the  cannonade  of  the 
enemy  being  for  a  time  of  the  most  fearful  character,  one  hundred 
and  sixty  guns  pouring  their  storm  of  missiles  over  and  around  our 
position.  At  six  o'clock,  p.  m.,  the  enemy  advanced  in  columns  of 
Division,  forty  thousand  strong,  meaning  to  crush  and  sweep  away 
the  Third  Corps,  then  only  nine  thousand  strong.  Their  ranks 
swept  by  canister,  they  still  firmly  advanced,  fighting  desperately 
and  bravely,  at  last  compelling  the  corps  to  give  way  and  retire, 
the  center  withdrawing  nearly  a  mile.  Battery  B,  in  withdrawing, 
left  several  of  its  caissons,  being  unable,  before  the  headlong 
advance  of  the  rebels,  to  draw  them  off,  but  none  of  its  guns  were 
lost,  being  thus  more  fortunate  than  the  batteries  on  its  left,  which 
lost  everything,  all  their  horses  being  killed.  The  entire  loss  of 
the  command  was  five  killed  and  twenty-two  wounded,  forty-seven 
of  its  horses  being  also  killed.  During  the  day  it  fired  in  all  one 
thousand  three  hundred  and  twenty  rounds  of  ammunition,  and  so 
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rapid  was  the  firing  that  the  iron  vent-plugs  of  the  guns  (ten- 
pounder  Parrott's)  were  burnt  out.  During  this  engagement,  Cap- 
tain Clark  commauded  the  Corps  Artillery,  after  the  wounding  of 
the  officer  in  command  (Captain  Eandolph)  at  the  commencement 
of  the  action,  a  position  which  he  retained  until  the  latter  had  re- 
covered. The  enemy  being  subsequently  foTced  back  to  his  old 
lines,  the  battery  recovered  its  caissons,  and  the  disabled  guns  dur- 
ing the  night  being  exchanged  for  others,  and  supplies  of  ammuni- 
tion obtained,  at  ten  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  3d,  Lieutenant 
Tuers  reported  the  battery  again  ready  for  duty.  No  further  loss, 
however,  was  sustained  in  this  day's  fight,  and  the  enemy  having 
withdrawn,  the  command  was  ordered  to  Crampton's  Pass,  by  way 
of  Fredericktown,  where  it  remained  until  Lee  had  re-crossed  the 
Potomac,  when  it  joined  the  army  in  the  return  march  to  the  Eap- 
pahannock.  In  December,  it  accompanied  the  army  to  Mine  Eun, 
having  participated  in  three  skirmishes,  at  Auburn,  Kelley's  Ford 
and  Thoroughfare  Mountain. 

In  the  latter  part  of  the  winter  of  1863-4,  the  Third  Corps  was 
broken  up,  and  as  one  division  united  with  the  Second  Corps.  In 
the  last  grand  campaign  against  Eichmond,  commenced  in  May 
1864,  Battery  B  was  engaged  in  the  battles  around  Spottsylvania, 
with  the  troops  of  the  Second  Corp3,  and  at  North  Anna,  Tolo- 
potomy,  and  Cold  Harbor,  at  the  latter  place  being  under  fire  for 
ten  days.  The  losses  in  these  several  engagements  were  nine  men 
in  killed,  wounded  and  prisoners.  From  Cold  Harbor,  the  battery 
marched  by  way  of  Charles  City  Court  House  to  Jones'  Landing, 
on  the  James  Eiver,  being  with  the  rear  guard  nearly  all  the  way 
to  that  river.  From  the  James,  it  marched  with  the  leading 
division  to  Petersburg,  arriving  there  on  the  morning  of  the  16th 
of  June,  and  being  the  first  battery  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac 
to  take  position.  Here  the  command  was  engaged  on  the  16th, 
17th  and  18th,  marching  four  days  later  to  the  left  of  the  line,  and 
on  the  23d,  being  sharply  engaged  at  Jerusalem  plank  road,  with 
the  loss  of  one  man  killed  (Corporal  Nash)  and  two  wounded — 
several  horses  being  also  killed.  At  Deep  Bottom  and  Eeam's 
Station,  subsequently,  it  again  showed  its  excellent  fighting  quali- 
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ties — Captain  Clark  at  both  places  commanding  the  Corps  Artil- 
lery. At  Sutherland's  Station,  it  was  the  only  battery  mentioned 
for  gallantry  and  efficiency  in  the  report  of  General  Humphreys, 
the  corps  commander. 

In  all  the  closing  actions  of  the  war,  in  which  Battery  B  partici- 
pated, it  displayed  the  same  conspicuous  courage  which  secured  it 
recognition  in  earlier  engagements.  Always  vigilant,  steady,  brave, 
it  won  on  every  field  fresh  honors  for  our  New  Jersey  troops,  and, 
when  at  length  the  last  gun  had  been  fired,  turned  its  face  homeward, 
sure  of  a  proud  and  hearty  welcome  from  the  State  and  people  it 
had  so  nobly  represented.  Captain  Clark,  subsequent  to  his  return, 
was  given  a  highly  honorable  and  responsible  position  under  the 
municipal  administration  of  Newark,  for  which  his  military  experi- 
ence had  peculiarly  qualified  hirm 
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BATTERY      C— (Third    Artillery). 

Battery  C,  Third  New  Jersey  Artillery,  was  mustered  into 
service  on  the  11th  of  September,  1863,  with  Christian  Woerner 
as  Captain,  John  I.  Bargfield  as  First  Lieutenant,  and  Peter 
Ludwig  as  Second  Lieutenant.  Captain  TVoerner  had  served  with 
marked  gallantry  and  efficiency  in  connection  with  Hexamer's 
Battery,  and  was  eminently  qualified  for  the  responsibilities  of 
command.  Proceeding  to  Washington,  the  battery  went  into  camp, 
where  it  remained  until  May  11,  1881,  when  it  was  transferred  by 
steam  transports  to  Belle  Plain  Landing,  where  it  arrived  on  the 
12th.  At  this  time,  Grant  was  still  righting  Lee's  army  in  the 
Wilderness,  and  large  numbers  of  prisoners  were  being  daily  sent 
to  the  rear*  On  the  13th,  seven  thousand  five  hundred  rebels. 
mostly  captured  in  Hancock's  brilliant  charge  at  Spottsylvania  the 
day  previous,  reached  the  Landing,  and  no  provision  having,  been 
made  for  their  transportation  to  "Washington,  were  placed  under 
guard  of  Abercrombie's  Provisional  Brigade,  to  which  the  Third 
Battery  was  attached.  In  this  important  service,  the  men  of 
the  battery  proved  themselves  at  once  vigilant  and  efficient — being 
well  supported  by  the  Forty-sixth  New  York  and  two  Pennsyl- 
vania regiments  of  infantry.  On  the  21th  of  May,  the  brigade 
was  ordered  to  Port  Royal,  and  thence  to  White  House  Landing, 
on  the  York  river,  where  it  arrived  June  4th.  About  this  time 
the  army  moved  up  to  invest  Petersburg,  having  White  House  as 
its  depot  of  supplies.  It  was  therefore  of  the  highest  importance 
that  the  place  should  be  held,  but  the  force  left  in  occupation  was 
singularly  insignificant,  consisting  of  some  four  hundred  infantry, 
a  few  invalids  and  dismounted  cavalry,  and  Woerner's  Battery. 
The  enemy,  appreciating  the  value  of  the  post,  and  covetous  per- 
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haps  of  its  ample  supplies,  determined  to  capture  it  if  possible,  and 
accordingly  on  the  20th  of  June  impelled  a  large  force  of  infantry 
and  cavalry  against  it,  the  whole  under  command  of  Generals 
Fitz-Hugh  Lee  and  Pemberton.  In  the  assault,  the  enemy's 
cavalry  appeared  in  advance,  shortly  after  six  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  but  Captain  TVberner,  who  had  been  ordered  to  hold  his 
position  at  all  hazards,  proved  fully  equal  to  the  emergency. 
Opening  promptly  with  solid  shot,  he  soon  checked  the  advancing 
cavalry,  who,  finding  their  welcome  much  warmer  than  they  had 
anticipated,  after  receiving  four  or  five  shots,  withdrew  in  con- 
fusion. The  assault,  however,  was  not  abandoned.  Two  hours 
later,  the  enemy,  having  gained  a  better  knowledge  of  the  ground, 
posted  a  battery  on  the  left  of  our  position,  and  opened  a  vigorous 
fire  on  Woerner's  command.  At  the  same  time,  under  protection 
of  the  rebel  cavalry,  another  battery  was  placed  in  position  in 
front,  and  joined  in  the  assault.  "Woerner's  position,  thus  vehe- 
mently assailed,  was  one  of  extreme  danger,  the  shell  and  solid 
shot  of  the  assailants  falling  thickly  among  his  men,  but  there  was 
no  sign  of  faltering  or  fear.  His  guns,  served  accurately  and 
rapidly,  replied  defiantly  to  the  rebel  challenge,  and  the  gunboats 
lying  in  the  river  presently  joining  in  the  action,  the  enemy  was 
again  speedily  repulsed.  Just  before  the  rebel  fire  was  silenced, 
one  of  Woerner's  shots — about  the  last  fired — exploded  one  of  the 
enemy's  limbers,  shattering  it  into  splinters,  and  killing  thirty-four 
men,  some  of  whom  were  so  mutilated  that  their  clothing,  when 
found  on  the  following  day,  was  torn  in  shrecls.  The  repulse  was 
complete,  and  that  the  position  was  securely  held  was  mainly  due 
to  the  obstinate  courage  of  Woerner  and  his  men.  The  battery 
had  two  horses  killed,  but  suffered  no  other  casualties. 

On  the  night  of  the  20th,  General  Sheridan  reached  White 
House  with  a  large  cavalry  force,  whereupon  the  Third  Batterv 
was  ordered  to  march  with  his  command  to  Charles  City  Court 
House,  where  a  severe  engagement  was  had  with  the  rebels,  Sheri- 
dan losing  one  battery  and  several  hundred  men.  YVoerner  being 
stationed  in  the  center  of  the  line,  was  not  in  the  action,  though 
prepared  to  open  fire  at  any  moment.     On  the  night  following  the 
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engagement,  the  battery  was  ordered  into  position  in  front  of 
Sheridan's  headquarters,  where  it  remained  until  the  march  was 
resumed.  On  the  24th  the  column  reached  White  Oak  Landing, 
where  it  crossed  the  James  to  "Windmill  Point,  and  was  ordered  to 
join  the  Second  Corps — the  battery  on  the  29th  reporting  to  the 
Corps  Chief  of  Artillery.  A  month  later,  on  the  27th  of  July, 
the  Third  Battery  proceeded  with  two  divisions  of  the  Second 
Corps  to  Deep  Bottom,  where  it  participated  in  an  assault  upon  the 
enemy.  Captain  Woerner,  reporting  to  General  Mott,  was  at  first 
posted  on  the  right  of  a  wood  occupied  by  our  infantry,  but  sub- 
sequently, the  enemy  having  got  two  batteries  in  position,  he 
moved  forward  his  battery  some  four  hundred  yards,  and  opening 
fire,  quickly  silenced  all  the  hostile  guns,  which,  the  infantry  now 
advancing,  were  captured.  This  exploit  of  the  battery  elicited 
warm  commendations,  and  was  fortunately  accomplished  without 
any  loss  whatever.  Returning  to  Petersburg,  the  command 
remained  encamped  for  some  days  in  the  breastworks  on  the  left, 
being  subsequently  moved  to  and  fro,  occupying  various  positions, 
until  the  23d  of  August,  when  it  participated  in  the  expedition  to 
Ream's  Station,  and  two  days  later  was  vigorously  engaged.  On 
the  morning  of  that  day,  the  battery  was  in  position  in  the  breast- 
works near  the  Station,  on  the  right  wing  of  our  position,  having 
on  its  right  McKnight's  Twelfth  New  York  Battery — where  it 
remained  until  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon.  At  that  hour,  says 
Captain  Woerner,  in  his  report,  ':  I  was  ordered  to  move  the  bat- 
tery through  a  little  grove  to  an  open  field  of  some  twenty  acres, 
on  our  center.  Here  the  first  section,  under  command  of  First 
Lieutenant  Bargfield,  was  brought  in  position  in  front  of  the  woods, 
and  towards  the  left.  The  second  section  was  brought  in  position 
in  the  center  of  the  open  field  towards  the  left  from  where  the 
enemy  was  expected  to  appear.  At  about  four  o'clock,  p.  m.,  a 
rebel  battery  opened  a  heavy  concentrated  lire  on  the  second  sec- 
tion of  my  battery,  in  position  in  the  field,  which  I  returned, 
silencing  some  of  their  pieces.  The  rebel  infantry  attacking  and 
approaching  very  near  to  our  position,  I  changed  it  about  one  hun- 
dred yards  to  the  rear,  and  fired  with  canister  against  them.     When 
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near  dark,  I  changed  my  position  again  to  the  front  of  the  woods, 
where  I  kept  up  firing  until  night,  when  the  troops  were  with- 
drawn, it  being  impossible  to  hold  the  place  during  the  night. 
During  the  engagement,  I  fired  forty-eight  shell,  one  hundred  and 
eighty-four  spherical  case,  one  hundred  and  sixteen  solid  shot, 
seventy-four  canister,  making  a  total  of  four  hundred  and  twenty- 
two  rounds,  of  which  three  hundred  and  eighteen  rounds  were  of 
my  own  ammunition,  and  the  rest  from  ammunition  abandoned  by 
some  other  battery.  I  had  four  men  killed,  left  on  the  field,  seven 
men  wounded,  five  horses  killed  and  six  wounded.  I  also  lost  a 
caisson  body,  which  it  was  impossible  to  bring  off  the  field.  When 
returning  from  the  battle-field,  I  was  informed  that  some  of  the 
pieces  and  caissons  abandoned  by  the  batteries  might  be  saved, 
when,  at  a  favorable  place,  I  brought  my  battery  to  a  halt,  returned 
with  my  horses  and  brought  off  in  safety  several  pieces  and  caissons 
of  the  Twelfth  New  York  Battery." 

This  report  of  Captain  Woerner,  characteristically  brief  and 
modest,  scarcely  portrays  with  the  emphasis  and  clearness  it 
deserves,  the  magnificent  action  of  his  whole  command  during  this 
severe  engagement.     Cotemporaneous  accounts1  all  concurred   in 


1  A  correspondent  of  the  Philadelphia  Enquirer,  said  of  the  battery  and  its  action: 

"This  battery  was  organized  by  Captain  C.  "Woerner,  at  Hoboken,  New  Jersey,  in 
August,  18G3.  The  Captain  was  previously  Lieutenant  of  the  First  New  Jersey  Artil- 
lery, with  which  rank  he  served  through  the  Peninsula  campaigu,  and  showed  him- 
self a  brave  and  competent  officer.  In  the  engagement  at  Ream's  Station  the  Third 
New  Jersey  Battery  was  posted  to  the  right  of  the  Third  Division,  but  subsequently 
occupied  a  position  on  the  left.  In  the  general  assault  at  half-past  four  oclock,  p.  m., 
the  line  was  pressed  back  and  the  Union  batteries  captured  and  turned  on  the  Third 
New  Jersey  Battery.  At  this  critical  moment  Captain  Woerncr's  command  displayed 
conspicuous  bravery.  The  men  stood  to  their  guns  resolutely.  They  received  shell 
and  shot  from  the  right,  left  and  centre,  but  remained  firm,  and  only  fell  back  at  the 
command  of  a  statf-ollicer,  who  complimented  the  men  on  the  spot  for  their  gallantry. 
All  the  pieces  were  brought  off  in  good  order,  and  also  the  pieces  of  the  Twelfth  New 
York  Battery.  The  boys  are  anxious  for  another  trial  of  skill  and  courage  with  the 
rebels. 

"The  number  of  casualties  was  small  considering  the  battery's  exposed  position. 
Killed— Mahon,  Young,  Falk  and  Dike.  Wounded— Kics,  Thomas,  Fry,  Rclarius, 
Sergeant  Koer  and  W.  Shulz,  of  Nazareth,  New  Jersey." 

A  correspondent  of  the  New  York  Herald,  said  : 

"  Woerner" s  Third  New  Jersey  Battery  occupied  several  positions  about  the  center 
of  the  circle,  and  fired  in  different  directions,  wherever  the  enemy  appeared.  All  the 
officers  and  men  are  Germans.  Lieutenants  Bargfeld  and  Trebel  were  in  charge  of  the 
sections.    This  battery  lost  \\\z  men  killed  and  seven  men  wounded.     Hancock  said, 
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ascribing  the  very  highest  credit  to  the  battery,  and  the  government 
promptly  recognized  the  efficiency  of  the  commandant  by  making 
him  Major  by  brevet  for  "gallant  and  distinguished  services"  on 
this  occasion. 

Eeturning  to  the  Artillery  Brigade  before  Petersburg,  the  battery 
remained  in  position  before  Fort  Hell  and  elsewhere,  until  the  1st 
of  October,  when  it  was  posted  in  front  of  Battery  Number  Sixteen. 
Two  weeks  later  it  was  placed  in  Fort  Alexander  Hays,  and  dur- 
ing the  remainder  of  the  fall  and  winter  was  stationed  as  follows  : 
From  November  1st  to  November  22d,  in  Fort  Alexander  Hays ; 
from  the  23d  of  November  to  the  end  of  January,  1865.  in  Fort 
Haskell ;  during  February  and  March,  two  guns  in  Fort  Sedgwick 
and  four  in  Fort  Haskell.  During  this  time  the  battery  was  fre- 
quently engaged,  but  never  seriously.  On  the  25th  of  March, 
however,  it  was  again  called  to  exhibit  its  high  soldierly  efficiency. 
At  that  time  the  situation  of  the  enemy  was  every  day  growing 
more  critical,  and  it  had  become  necessary  that  he  should,  if  possi- 
ble, shake  off  the  tightening  grasp  of  our  army  upon  his  position. 
Accordingly,  selecting  a  point  of  attack  on  the  extreme  right  of 
our  lines  on  the  south  side  of  the  Appomattox,  where  the  slope  of 
the  ground  afforded  excellent  facilities  for  rapidly  intrenching  in 
case  of  success,  General  Lee  quietly  concentrated  his  best  troops 
and  a  large  number  of  guns  in  proportion,  for  an  assault,  meaning, 
if  he  could,  to  obtain  command  of  the  line  of  our  military  railroad, 
and  possibly  render  our  whole  position  untenable,  at  the  same  time 
releasing  Petersburg  from  our  clutch  and  Eichmond  from  its  pre- 
carious situation.  Early  on  the  morning  of  the  25th,  having 
massed  a  heavy  force  on  that  part  of  our  front  commencing  at  the 
south  bank  of  the  Appomattox,  and  extending  about  one  mile 
south,  the  enemy  suddenly  advanced,  and  capturing  a  part  of  our 
picket  line,  at  once  charged  with  two  brigades  upon  our  main  line. 


'  that  battery  fought  splendidly;  it  tired  every  way.'  Captain  A.  J.  Clark,  acting  com- 
mandant of  artillery  in  the  absence  of  Major  Ilazzard,  was  slightly  wounded  in  the 
face.  Thus  the  artillery  performed  important  service  in  the  battle  yesterday,  and  con- 
tributed much  to  cover  the  ground  in  front  of  our  works  with  the  masses  of  killed 
and  wounded  which  the  enemy  left  upon  the  field." 
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The  attack  was  so  skilfully,  planned  and  promptly  executed,  that 
before  our  troops  could  be  got  ready,  the  assailants  were  within  our 
works,  compelling  us  to  abandon  Fort  Steadman  with  scarcely  an 
effort  at  resistance.  Once  in  the  fort,  the  rebels  seized  upon  the 
guns  and  turned  them  upon  our  men.  Batteries  Ten  and  Eleven, 
two  small  redoubts  close  to  Fort  Steadman,  on  either  side,  had  to 
be  abandoned  as  soon  as  the  fort  was  taken,  as  had  also  the  lines  of 
works  connecting  them.  Our  men  were  hardly  out  of  these  posi- 
tions when  the  rebel  gunners  took  possession  and  opened  fire  upon 
the  retiring  lines.  They  next  made  a  dash  at  Fort  Haskell,  a  large 
work  further  to  the  left,  but  here  they  met  a  welcome  other  than 
they  expected.  Major  Woerner  was  in  command  of  the  garrison 
in  this  work,  and  through  his  vigilance,  the  intruders  were 
promptly  brought  to  a  dubious  pause.  The  One  Hundredth 
New  York,  which  was  in  the  fort  with  the  Third  Jersey  Artillery, 
instantly  mounted  the  parapets  and  poured  upon  the  shrinking 
column  a  murderous  shower  of  bullets,  compelling  it  to  immedi- 
ately retire  towards  Fort  Steadman.  On  perceiving  this  repulse, 
the  rebel  gunners  in  the  latter  fort  turned  three  guns  upon  Fort 
Haskell,  and  for  half  an  hour  poured  shot  and  shell  into  it  as  rapidly 
as  the  pieces  could  be  worked.  The  gallant  Woerner  was  not  to 
be  outdone  in  compliments  of  this  character,  but  replied  with 
equal  rapidity  and  remarkable  accuracy,  and  the  garrison  nobly 
kept  the  rebel  assaulting  column  at  bay  with  their  volleys  of  mus- 
ketry, aided  occasionally  by  a  discharge  of  canister  into  the  ene 
my's  midst.  Meanwhile  another  rebel  column  had  filed  through 
the  breach  at  Fort  Steadman,  and,  turning  to  the  right,  was  moving 
towards  the  Friend  House,  General  Wilcox's  headquarters.  Still 
another  formed  into  line  of  battle,  and  were  driving  our  skirmish- 
ers slowly  back  immediately  to  the  rear  of  the  place  of  entrance. 
Presently,  however,  the  Eleventh  Massachusetts  Battery,  and 
Companies  C  and  I,  of  the  Fifth  United  States  Artillery,  sue* 
ceeded  in  getting  their  guns  ready,  and  opened  upon  the  jubilant 
enemy,  who  was  apparently  having  everything  his  own  way,  except 
the  seizure  of  Fort  Haskell.  The  interruption  occasioned  by  this 
increased  cannonading  to  the  onward  movements  of  the  rebels, 
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fortunately  allowed  our  skirmishers  a  breathing  spell,  while  also 
enabling  the  troops  who  had  been  driven  from  their  tents  to  form 
and  assist  them,  but  our  position  was  still  far  from  secure. 
Soon,  however,  a  fresh  Division  was  advanced  against  the  foe,  and 
after  a  desperate  contest,  in  which  all  the  batteries  within  reach 
participated,  the  enemy  began  to  waver,  then  to  break,  and  finally 
sought  shelter  in  Fort  Steadman  and  the  two  redoubts  on  its  flank, 
whence,  however,  he  was  speedily  driven  with  immense  loss,  the 
men  being  followed  with  a  pitiless  fire  until  they  gained  the  shelter 
of  their  own  embankments.  Our  victory  was  complete,  the  enemy 
losing  some  two  thousand  and  three  hundred  in  prisoners,  over 
four  hundred  of  whom  were  wounded ;  and  to  no  command  was 
the  success  more  largely  due  than  to  the  Third  Battery.  Its  casual- 
ties amounted  to  one  man  killed,  and  two  commissioned  officers  and 
five  men  wounded. 

On  the  29th  of  March,  the  rebels  again  assailed  Forts  Steadman 
and  Haskell,  but  the  battery  sustained  no  casualties,  though  actively 
engaged.  During  the  final  struggle,  from  the  1st  to  the  4th  of 
April,  it  was  stationed  in  Fort  Haskell,  moving  on  the  5th  into 
Petersburg,  and  thence  moving  with  the  army  in  pursuit  of  the 
foe,  reaching  Ford's  Station  on  the  7th,  where  it  remained  until 
the  14th.  Then  proceeding  to  Wilson's  Station,  it  remained  until 
the  20th,  when  it  commenced  the  return  march,  on  the  22d  reach- 
ing City  Point,  wThence  it  departed  on  the  30th  for  Washington. 
The  battery  was  mustered  out  June  19,  1865.  During  its  term  of 
service,  Major  Woerner  was  frequently  complimented  by  his  supe- 
riors and  the  State  authorities  upon  the  efficiency  of  his  command, 
and  its  distinguished  services  on  critical  fields  fully  justified  the 
high  eulogiums  bestowed  upon  it. 


CHAPTEE    XXXYIII. 

BATTERY  D—(  Fourth    Artillery). 

This  battery,  which  achieved  a  high  reputation  by  its  distin- 
guished services,  was  recruited  principally  in  Essex,  Mercer  and 
Monmouth  Counties.  The  first  detachment  of  recruits  went  into 
quarters  at  Camp  Perrine,  at  Trenton,  under  charge  of  Sergeant 
John  Otto,  about  the  middle  of  August,  1863— just  after  the  terri- 
ble battle  of  Gettysburg,  when  the  whole  country,  awakened  to  a 
fresh  appreciation  of  the  necessity  of  energetic  action,  was  address- 
ing itself  with  enthusiasm  to  the  work  of  supplying  three  hundred 
thousand  additional  volunteers,  as  called  for  by  the  President,  The 
quota  of  New  Jersey  under  this  call  included  three  batteries  of 
light  artillery,  in  addition  to  two  previously  furnished  by  the  State. 
This  branch  of  the  service  having  always  been  the  favorite  with 
recruits  and  veterans  alike,  little  difficulty  was  experienced  in  filling 
the  ranks  of  the  artillery,  notwithstanding  several  regiments  of 
infantry  and  one  of  cavalry  were  at  the  same  time  in  process  of 
formation.1 


i  The  following  were  the  officers  of  Battery  D,  from  the  muster  in  to  the  muster  out 
of  the  organization  : 

Captain,  George  T.  Woodbury,  of  Newark.  Served  as  Second  Lieutenant  in  the  First 
Regiment  New  Jersey  Militia,  during  the  iirst  three  months'  campaign.  Commissioned 
Second  Lieutenant  of  Beam's  Battery  (B),  September  3,  1861;  after  Captain  Beam  was 
killed  at  Malvern  Hill,  was  promoted  ( in  August,  1802)  to  First  Lieutenant.  In  August 
1803,  he  was  commissioned  Captain  of  Battery  D,  which  position  he  held  until  he  was 
injured  by  a  fall  from  his  horse  at  Bermuda  Hundred,  Virginia,  which,  together  with 
the  debilitating  effect  of  the  climate,  rendered  it  necessary  for  him  to  resign  his  com- 
mission, in  August,  1804.  He  was  soon  after  appointed  Inspector  in  the  United  States 
Ordnance  Department,  and  stationed  at  Springfield,  Massachusetts.  In  this  capacity 
he  served  until  the  close  of  the  war. 

Captain  Charles  R.  Doane,  of  Spottswood,  New  Jersey.  Served  in  the  New  York 
Marine  Artillery,  during  the  first  year  of  the  war,  as  Second  Lieutenant,  First  Lieu- 
tenant and  Captain,  in  North  Carolina.  Resigned  in  June,  1803;  aud  accepted  the 
commission  of  First  Lieutenant  in  Battery  D,  which  position  he  held  until  the  resigna- 
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Batteries  C,  D  and  E  went  into  camp  at  Camp  Perrine,  and  left 
for  Washington,  almost  simultaneously.  Battery  D,  taking  its 
name  from  its  commandant,  was  at  that  time  more  familiarly  known 
as  "Woodbury's  Battery,"  and  subsequently  as  the  "  Fourth  ]Srew 
Jersey  Battery,"  being  so  reported  at  the  War   Department  and 


tion  of  Captain  Woodbury,  when  he  became  Captain  of  the  battery.  Was  mustered 
as  such  at  Chapin's  Farm,  in  front  of  Richmond,  in  October,  1864. 

First  Lieutenant  James  B.  Morris,  of  Freehold,  New  Jersey.  Enlisted  as  a  private 
in  Beam's  Battery  (B),  September  3,  1861 ;  remained  with  the  battery  up  to  the  time  of 
the  seven  days'  battles  in  front  of  Richmond,  on  the  Peninsula,  under  McClellan;  was 
taken  prisoner  at  Malvern  Hills  during:  the  battle,  and  rescued  with  about  two  hundred 
others,  on  the  field,  by  a  cavalry  charge  of  a  Pennsylvania  regiment  on  the  Confederate 
guard.  Reached  James  river,  at  Harrison's  Landing,  on  the  3d  of  July,  having  eaten 
nothing  during  five  days  and  nights  of  marching  and  fighting,  except  two  cakes  of 
"hard  tack."  Was  sent  north  on  a  hospital  boat,  very  ill,  and  entirely  exhausted. 
Upon  his  final  recovery,  was  commissioned  Second  Lieutenant  of  Battery  D.  Took 
command  of  Camp  Perrine  about  25th  of  August,  1863,  and  continued  in  command 
until  relieved  by  superior  officers  a  few  weeks  afterward.  Commissioned  First  Lieu- 
tenant in  December,  1863,  which  position  he  held  until  the  muster  out  of  the  battery. 

First  Lieutenant  Reuben  V.  King,  of  Olean,  New  York.  Enlisted  as  a  private  in  the 
Eighty-fifth  New  York  Volunteers,  afterward  received  the  commissions  successively  of 
Second  Lieutenant,  First  Lieutenant,  Captain  and  Major,  in  the  same  regiment;  com- 
manded the  regiment,  with  the  rank  of  Major,  seventeen  months.  Served  through 
McClellan's  Peninsula  campaign,  was  wounded  at  Fair  Oaks,  and  resigned  his  commis- 
sion of  Major,  after  participating  in  the  battles  on  the  Blackwater  river,  in  Virginia, 
and  Kingston  and  Goldsboro,  in  North  Carolina.  Enlisted  as  a  private  in  Battery 
D,  in  September,  1S63;  was  appointed  Corporal ;  afterwards  Sergeant,  Sergeant-Major 
of  the  post,  Second  Lieutenant  and  First  Lieutenant,  which  rank  he  held  on  the  mus- 
ter out  of  the  battery. 

Second  Lieutenant  Thompson  B.  Pollard,  of  Newark.  Enlisted  as  a  private  in 
Beam's  Battery  (B),  September  3,  1S61 ;  and  was  appointed  Corporal,  which  position 
he  held  until  November,  1863,  participating  in  all  the  campaigns  in  which  the  Army  of 
the  Potomac  was  engaged  during  that  time,  when  he  was  promoted  to  be  Second  Lieu- 
teuant  of  Battery  D.     Resigned  his  commission  at  Washington,  in  February,  1864. 

Second  Lieutenant  John  II.  George,  of  Newark.  Enlisted  as  a  private  in  Beam's 
Battery  (B),  September  3,  1861.  Appointed  Corporal,  January,  1S62.  Appointed  Ser- 
geant after  the  Peninsula  campaign.  Commissioned  Second  Lieutenant  of  Battery  D, 
December,  1S63.  Declined  further  promotion,  which  was  offered  him,  and  resigned 
his  commission  at  Chapin's  Farm,  in  front  of  Richmond,  Virginia,  December,  1864. 

Second  Lieutenant  David  A.  Pollard,  of  Newark.  Enlisted  as  a  private  in  Battery 
D;  appointed  Quartermaster's  Sergeant,  which  position  he  held  until  January,  1865, 
when  he  was  commissioned  Second  Lieutenant,  and  held  that  rank  until  the  muster 
out  of  the  battery. 

Second  Lieutenant  Morris  C.  Cole,  of  Vicksburg,  Mississippi.  Served  in  the  New 
York  Marine  Artillery  as  private,  Corporal  and  Sergeant;  afterwards  appointed  Hospi- 
tal Steward  and  Assistant-Surgeon  to  the  licet  at  Newbern,  North  Carolina.  Enlisted 
in  Battery  D  on  its  organization,  as  a  private;  was  appointed  First  Sergeant,  which 
position  he  held  until  he  received  an  appointment  in  the  War  Department.  Commis- 
sioned Second  Lieutenant  of  Battery  D,  January,  1865.  Attached  temporarily  for 
duty  to  Battery  D,  First  United  States  Artillery.  Accompanied  that  battery  to  Texas, 
and  was  mustered  out  of  service  at  New  Orleans,  Louisiana,  in  June,  1865. 

89 
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carried  on  its  rolls.  Reaching  Washington  on  the  30th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1863,  the  battery,  after  a  night's  rest  proceeded  to  Camp 
Barry,  the  artillery  camp  of  instruction,  about  a  mile  northeast  of 
the  Capitol,  on  the  Bladensburg  road,  where,  upon  reporting  to  the 
commandant  of  the  post,  quarters  were  assigned  for  the  officers  and 
men.  The  month  of  October  was  occupied  in  dismounted  drills ;  a 
battery  of  six  twelve-pounder  bronze  Napoleon  guns,  with  horses, 
harness  and  equipments  complete,  was  then  issued  to  the  command 
from  the  Washington  Arsenal,  and  the  men  entered  upon  the  more 
direct  work  of  preparing  for  the  campaign  of  the  coming  summer — 
the  entire  winter  being  diligently  employed  in  active  drill.  At 
one  time  during  the  winter,  thirty -three  batteries  were  gathered 
at  Camp  Barry,  and  the  weekly  reviews  and  parades  were  very 
attractive  and  interesting.  Members  of  Congress  and  of  the  Cabi- 
net were  frequently  present  on  these  occasions,  and  expressed  their 
satisfaction,  not  only  at  the  grandeur  of  the  display,  but  also  with 
the  perfection  to  which  this  most  important  arm  of  the  service  had 
been  brought.2  Indeed,  at  this  time,  all  the  troops  around  Wash- 
ington had  been  brought,  under  the  vigorous  command  of  General 
Grant,  into  an  admirable  state  of  discipline,  and  were  prepared  as 
they  had  never  been  before  for  service  in  the  field. 

On  the  16th  of  April,  orders  were  issued  for  three  of  the  batte- 
ries— Fourth  New  Jersey,  Captain  Woodbury,  Fifth  New  Jersey, 
Captain  Warren,  and  the  Thirty-third  New  York,  Captain  Wheeler 
— to  hold  themselves  in  readiness  to  march  at  an  hour's  notice. 
Every  arrangement  was  immediatehr  made  to  comply  with  the 
order,  but  it  was  not  until  the  night  of  the  22d  that  positive  orders 
were  received.  On  the  following  morning  the  battery  left  camp, 
and  with  the  bugles  sounding  a  farewell  march,  moved  out  to  the 
work  before  it. 

Embarking  on  a  waiting  steamer,  the  battery  proceeded  down 
the  Potomac,  and  on  Sunday  morning,  the  2-lth,  reached  Fortress 
Monroe,  where  directions  were  received  from  General  Butler   to 


2  General  Barry,  after  an  inspection  of  the  camp  on  the  8th  of  October,  said  he  "had 
not  seen  a  more  soldierly  or  better  looking  body  of  men,  since  the  be^innins;  of  tbc 
war,  than  the  Third,  Fourth  and  Fifth  New  Jersey  Batteries." 
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report  at  Yorktown  for  orders.  During  the  afternoon,  the  battery 
was  disembarked  at  Gloucester  Point,  and  went  into  camp  on  the 
bluff,  that  point  having  been  designated  as  the  rendezvous  of  the 
Tenth  Army  Corps,  to  which  the  Fourth  and  Fifth  Batteries  were 
assigned.  The  greater  part  of  the  corps  was  brought  up  from  the 
vicinity  of  James  and  Morris  Islands,  and  Newbern,  North  Caro- 
lina. The  Eighteenth  Army  Corps  was  in  rendezvous  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  James  Kiver.  The  two  corps  were  destined  to 
operate  in  unison,  though  this  fact  was  not  then  generally  anticipa- 
ted. On  the  3d  of  May  the  troops  of  the  Tenth  were  all  embarked 
on  transports,  and  at  daybreak  on  the  morning  of  the  4th,  the 
entire  fleet  was  in  motion.  It  was  a  magnificent  sight.  The 
weather  was  clear  and  fine,  the  air  balmy  and  full  of  the  pleasant 
odors  of  spring,  and  the  Koads  covered  with  craft  of  every 
description — transports  loaded  down  with  troops  and  batteries, 
floating  docks,  pontoons,  gunboats  and  monitors,  all  with  flags 
flying  and  bands  playing,  presented  a  spectacle  which  inspired  ail 
beholders  with  animation  and  pleasure. 

It  was  generally  supposed  that,  since  it  would  be  impossible  to 
entirely  deceive  the  enemy,  the  expedition  would,  at  least  after 
passing  up  the  river  some  fifty  miles,  encounter  opposition  ;  and  as 
the  fleet  advanced,  the  interest  and  speculation  of  the  troops  became 
•almost  painfully  intense.  About  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon, 
Fort  Powhatan,  or  "  Fort  Nonsense,"  as  it  was  called  in  army 
parlance,  was  reached,  but  although  an  excellent  position  for  a 
stubborn  resistance,  not  a  shot  was  fired.  A  regiment  was  quickly 
landed  below,  and  another  above  the  fort,  and  by  a  rapid  flank 
movement  to  the  rear  of  the  works,  three  hundred  rebels,  huddled 
within  the  fort,  were  taken  prisoners  without  offering  the  slightest 
resistance.  The  gunboats  as  they  advanced,  presently  commenced 
to  shell  the  woods  on  either  side  of  the  river,  in  some  places  set- 
ting the  timber  on  fire  and  causing  serious  damage.  Soon  after 
leaving  Fort  Powhatan,  rebel  scouts  were  discovered,  lurking  here 
and  there  among  the  trees  and  undergrowth  along  the  banks.  A 
few  miles  further  on,  Ilarrison's  Landing  was  reached.  Here  a  post 
was  established  and  a  body  of  troops  landed.     Five  miles  further 
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up,  City  Point  was  quietly  occupied,  the  National  ensign  being 
lifted  to  the  breeze  in  the  place  of  a  rebel  flag  which  the  troops, 
upon  landing,  found  defiantly  flying. 

City  Point  is  situated  on  the  east  bank  of  the  Appomattox 
river,  at  its  junction  with  the  James,  and  before  the  war  was  a  vil- 
lage of  some  pretentions.  It  was  the  terminus  of  a  railroad  from 
Petersburg,  and  large  amounts  of  cotton  and  tobacco  had  been 
shipped  from  its  wharves.  A  few  regiments  only  were  landed 
here,  the  main  portion  of  the  troops  being  disembarked  at  Bermuda 
Hundred,  on  the  west  side  of  the  Appomattox,  and  further  up  the 
James.  The  steamer  Eagle,  which  carried  the  horses  and  a  portion 
of  the  men  of  the  Fourth  Battery,  was  one  of  the  first  to  reach  the 
temporary  dock  (which  the  Ninth  New  Jersey  Infantry  had  assis- 
ted to  construct),  and  by  five  o'clock  the  battery  was  disembarked 
—the  men  of  the  Fourth  being  thus  the  first  artillerymen  on  shore. 

It  was  expected  that  an  immediate  movement  would  be  made 
towards  Richmond,  which  was  only  twelve  miles  distant,  and  was 
garrisoned  by  only  one  thousand  reserve  militia,  as  was  satisfacto- 
rily ascertained  to  be  the  fact.  The  Ninth  New  Jersey  and  several 
other  regiments  were  sent  out  as  skirmishers,  and  advanced  for 
about  eight  miles  without  encountering  any  opposition,  the  rebels 
being  taken  completely  by  surprise.  Recovering,  however,  from 
their  surprise,  they  forwarded  as  speedily  as  possible  all  the  avail- 
able troops  in  Richmond  and  Petersburg,  and  a  severe  engagement 
took  place  along  the  line  of  the  railroad,  many  being  killed  and 
wounded  on  both  sides.  During  the  battle  of  Drury's  Bluff,  the 
Fourth  New  Jersey  was  in  reserve. 

The  first  action  in  which  the  Fourth  New  Jersey  was  engaged, 
occurred  on  the  10th  of  May.  The  battery  was  stationed  behind 
temporary  breastworks,  having  occupied  that  position  during  the 
whole  of  the  previous  night.  An  order  being  received  from  head- 
quarters to  send  a  section  of  the  battery  to  the  front,  Captain 
Woodbury  detailed  Lieutenant  George  for  that  duty,  and  about 
three  o'clock  in  the  morning  that  officer  reported,  with  his  section, 
to  Major  Butler  for  out-post  duty.  A  point  on  the  Richmond  and 
Petersburg  turnpike  was  designated.     Here  the  guns  were  placed 
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"  in  battery,"  bearing  directly  upon  the  road,  and  were  supported 
by  two  companies  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Sixty-ninth  New  York 
Volunteers.  Everything  remained  comparatively  quiet  until  after 
daybreak,  when  the  enemy,  appreciating  the  importance  of  the 
position,  suddenly  made  a  dash  from  the  thick  undergrowth  on  the 
guns,  in  overwhelming  numbers,  from  both  flanks  and  front.  It 
was  a  most  critical  moment,  but  Lieutenant  George  was  fully  equal 
to  the  emergency.  The  numbers  of  the  enemy  were  too  great  to 
be  resisted,  and  the  cannoneers  were  literally  forced  away  from 
their  guns  by  the  mass  of  assailants  who  swarmed  in  upon  them. 
The  pieces  were  worked  as  rapidly  as  possible,  but  nevertheless  the 
enemy  obtained  possession  of  one  of  the  guns.  But  they  paid 
dearly  for  the  prize.  The  Lieutenant  and  his  men,  with  double- 
shotted  charges  of  canister  and  shrapnel,  piled  up  the  dead  in 
heaps  within  a  few  yards  of  the  muzzles  of  the  guns.  The 
wounded  in  this  affair  were  Lieutenant  John  H.  George,  arm, 
thigh  and  leg ;  Sergeant  John  W.  Penn,  arm  ;  Corporal  William 
Cairnes,  breast ;  Private  Cavalier,  arm  ;  Willett,  arm;  Bush,  thigh ; 
Collins,  foot ;  Akers,  hand.  No  one  was  killed.  Five  horses 
were  shot,  which  prevented  the  removal  of  the  gun  captured  by 
the  enemy.  At  this  most  important  moment  the  lanyards  were 
broken,  or  carried  off  by  the  wounded  men,  when  Lieutenant 
George  seized  a  piece  of  telegraph  wire,  fortunately  lying  close  by, 
bent  it  on  one  end  to  form  a  hook,  and  used  it  with  decided  effect. 
Lieutenant  George  retired  finally  with  his  remaining  gun,  and 
afterwards,  with  the  assistance  of  the  Seventh  Connecticut  Infantry, 
succeeded  in  retaking  the  lost  piece,  and  returned  to  the  intrench- 
ments  about  four  o'clock,  p.  m.,  where  his  men  were  welcomed 
with  hearty  cheers  by  the  remainder  of  the  battery.  Jefferson 
Yaudle,  a  cannoneer  of  the  captured  gun,  aged  only  seventeen 
years,  after  his  piece  was  lost,  picked  up  a  Spencer  rifle,  fell  in  with 
the  infantry,  and  fought  with  them  for  more  than  an  hour,  until 
opportunity  offered  for  the  capture  of  the  lost  gun,  when  he  joined 
in  the  charge  that  recovered  it. 

The  whole  army  now  proceeded  to  intrench  itself  in  the  position 
which  it  had  occupied.      Circumstances  pointed  very  plainly  to 
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the  fact  that,  as  the  armies  of  Grant  and  Lee  were  working  their 
way  southward,  the  locality  of  Bermuda  Hundred  would  become 
the  scene  of  more  active  hostilities.  Bermuda  Hundred  is  a 
peninsula  formed  by  the  junction  of  the  James  and  Appomattox 
Eivers,  and  was  one  of  the  best  military  positions,  as  a  base,  on 
the  continent.  Both  flanks  and  the  rear  were  protected  by  the 
navy,  but  the  army  had  about  four  miles  of  intrenchments  to 
build  across  the  immediate  front,  to  complete  the  defenses  of  the 
position.  The  forts,  which  were  numbered  from  the  right  of  the 
line,  commencing  at  the  James  Eiver,  opposite  Dutch  Gap,  and 
extending  across  to  Point  of  Eocks,  on  the  Appomattox,  were 
connected  by  high  breastworks  for  the  infantry.  In  front  of  the 
main  line,  at  intervals,  was  a  disconnected  chain  of  redoubts, 
which  served  to  strengthen  the  main  line. 

Battery  Number  Four,  afterwards  named  Battery  Marshall  (in 
honor  of  Colonel  Marshall,  of  New  York,  who  fell  at  Cold  Har- 
bor), was  located  at  about  an  equal  distance  between  the  two  rivers, 
and  at  a  salient  angle  with  the  main  line.  In  front  of  this  position 
was  a  clear,  level  field ;  the  only  level  ground  along  the  whole  line. 
The  surface  of  the  ground  on  both  flanks  of  this  field  was  cut  up 
by  ravines  and  hills  and  tangled  woods,  so  that  the  enemy  saw  at 
once  that  Battery  Marshall  was  the  key  to  our  position,  and  deter- 
mined accordingly  to  possess  themselves  of  it,  if  possible.  At  that 
time  the  Fourth  Battery  was  attached  to  the  First  Brigade,  Second 
Division  of  the  Tenth  Corps.  Colonel  Barton,  of  the  Forty-eighth 
New  York,  commanded  the  brigade,  General  Turner  the  division 
and  General  Gilmore  the  corps.  It  was  ordered  that  the  "best 
batteries"  should  be  placed  in  Battery  Marshall,  and  the  Fourth 
New  Jersey  and  Battery  M,  First  United  States  Artillery,  were 
assigned  to  that  position.  The  Fourth  remained  there  over  three 
months,  but  Battery  M  was  withdrawn,  after  a  few  days,  and  Bat- 
tery E,  Third  United  States  Artillery,  substituted. 

Lieutenant  Morris'  section  first  took  position  on  the  open  field 
where  Battery  Marshall  was  afterwards  erected,  on  the  9th  of  May, 
the  day  before  the  fight  on  the  turnpike,  and  on  the  18t.h  of  May, 
the  entire  battery  was  ordered  to  that  point.     At  that  time  there 
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was  a  slight  breastwork  about  two  feet  high.  The  men  immedi- 
ately went  to  work,  with  shovel  and  pick,  to  strengthen  their  posi- 
tion, and  labored  steadily  until  about  eleven  o'clock  at  night,  when 
they  were  suddenly  assailed  by  a  volley  of  musketry,  accompanied 
by  a  chorus  of  yells.  Instantly  every  man  sprang  to  his  post,  and 
with  a  rapidity  and  precision  at  once  surprising  and  effective, 
poured  a  storm  of  shrapnel  and  canister  into  the  approaching 
columns  of  the  enemy.  But  the  assailants  were  not  to  be  thus 
shaken  in  their  purpose.  On  they  came,  on  the  u doable  quick," 
filling  the  air  with  their  threatening  yells,  but  with  their  lines  bro- 
ken and  the  field  strewed  with  their  killed  and  wounded.  Still 
they  did  not  pause,  but  steadily  continued  their  advance  in  the  face 
of  a  withering  fire,  which  had  increased  in  severity  as  other  bat- 
teries on  the  right  and  left  of  Battery  [Marshall  came  into  position, 
and  the  infantry  manned  the  breastworks.  Then,  at  last,  the  storm 
of  iron,  hail  and  fire  became  insufferable.  Our  pickets  had  been 
forced  back  to  the  counterscarp  of  the  ditch,  and  the  enemy  had 
got  within  two  hundred  yards  of  our  main  line,  when  a  simulta- 
neous volley  from  all  our  artillery  and  infantry  caused  them 
to  recoil  and  fly  in  dismay.  Halting,  however,  at  an  elevation 
some  seven  hundred  yards  distant  from  our  line,  they  threw  up 
intrenchments,  and  there,  afterwards,  established  their  main  line. 
The  officers  and  men  of  the  Fourth  Battery  were  complimented 
by  General  Ames  and  General  Gilmore,  who  were  present  during 
the  action,  for  their  services  on  this  occasion,  and  it  was  probably 
their  behavior  on  that  day  that  decided  the  commanding  officer  to 
retain  the  battery  in  the  post  of  danger  and  honor.  Cap::.::: 
Woodbury,  and  Lieutenants  Doane,  Morris  George  and  King, 
were  exposed  to  full  view  of  the  rebel  riflemen,  but  ail  escaped 
unharmed.  General  Ames  and  Captain  Woodbuiy  stood  in  an 
elevated  position  during  the  charge,  watching  the  movements  of 
the  enemy  through  field-glasses,  and  exposing  themselves  to  what 
seemed  almost  certain  death.  Shot  and  shell  fell  all  around,  but 
still  there  was  only  one  man  killed.  After  the  rebels  fell  back 
and  reached  their  line,  their  artillery  opened  fire  on  Battery  Mar- 
shall.    Lieutenant  Morris,  commanding  the  left  section,  was  stand- 
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ing  on  the  trail  of  one  of  his  guns,  looking  towards  the  enemy, 
when  a  canister  shot,  fired  at  a  high  elevation,  grazed  his  left 
shoulder  and  passed  through  the  head  of  Sergeant  James  0.  Hale, 
who  was  standing  directly  behind  him.  Hale  was  killed  instantly, 
his  brains  spattering  over  the  Lieutenant  and  others  who  stood 
near.  The  same  shot  slightly  wounded  Privates  Cornelius  Van- 
Patten  and  Charles  More.  After  that,  it  was  impossible  to  work 
upon  the  intrenchments  during  the  day,  as  the  enemy  fired  at 
every  person  unthinkingly  exposed  above  the  works.  The  horses 
were  removed  to  the  rear,  and  every  precaution  taken  to  prevent 
surprise.  As  soon  as  night  appeared,  however,  the  men  plied  the 
intrenching  tools  again — stopping  only  a  few  minutes  for  a  cup 
of  coffee — knowing  well  that  on  the  morrow  a  more  strenuous 
effort  would  be  made  by  the  rebels  to  dislodge  them.3  Not  a  word 
was  spoken  above  a  whisper,  and  nothing  could  be  heard  but  the 
dull  sound  of  shovel  and  pick,  throwing  up  the  earth,  and  adding 
to  the  gradually  growing  embankment,  which  was  to  be  the  main 
hope  of  the  toilers.  Everything  remained  in  this  condition  until 
about  midnight,  when  suddenly  there  arose  again  that  wild,  deaf- 
ening rebel  yell,  immediately  followed  by  a  discharge  from  about 
twenty  field  pieces,  which  they  had  placed  in  position  since  night- 
fall. The  night  was  intensely  dark,  and  it  was  useless  to  attempt 
to  "  sight "  the  guns  before  firing.  The  effect  of  the  flashing  of 
the  score  of  field  guns  and  the  thousands  of  muskets  on  the  rebel 
side,  was  grandly  beautiful.  Our  cannoneers  sprang  to  their  posts 
at  the  first  intimation  of  danger;  but  were  unable  to  direct  their 
fire  with  any  precision,  until  one  of  our  shells  struck  a  rebel 
caisson  and  exploded  it,  causing  a  vivid  stream  of  light  to  flame 
up  the  sky,  which  served  to  show  the  position  of  the  enemy  in 


s  The  intrenchments  iu  the  vicinity  of  Batteries  Three,  Four  and  Five,  and  the 
redoubts  in  advance  of  the  main  line,  were  built  under  the  supervision  of  Lieutenant 
C.  B.  Parsons,  of  the  First  New  York  Engineers,  and  it  -\vas  owing,  in  a  great  measure, 
to  Lieutenant  Parsons'  skill,  courage  and  coolness  under  tire  that  the  -works  were  made 
to  resist  the  continued  bombardments  to  which  they  were  subjected.  He  is  a  native 
of  Middletown,  New  Jersey.  Lieutenant  Parsons  was  commissioned  Captain  in  his 
regiment,  and  afterwards  Brevet-Major  of  Volunteers  by  the  President,  in  acknow- 
ledgement of  his  services. 
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front.  They  had  reached  our  picket  line,  and  were  advancing 
rapidly.  The  battery  gunners  had  up  to  this  time  been  firing  too 
high,  but  the  friendly  light  of  the  exploding  caisson  enabled  them 
to  bring  their  pieces  to  bear  directly  on  the  moving  mass  of  men 
in  front.  A  few  well-directed,  double-shotted  rounds  of  canister 
from  all  the  batteries,  with  repeated  discharges  of  musketry,  and 
the  rebels  again  hastily  retired  in  confusion  to  their  works.  But 
there  was  no  sleep  nor  rest,  that  night,  for  either  army  ;  a  sharp 
picket  fire  was  kept  up  until  daybreak,  when  the  artillery  firing 
was  resumed  and  continued  during  the  day.4  A  Petersburg  paper 
of  the  following  day  admitted  that  the  Confederates  lost  six 
hundred  men,  killed  and  wounded,  in  the  midnight  charge,  and 
by  way  of  palliating  their  reverse,  stated  that  "  the  Yankee  loss 
was  much  greater." 

Thus  affairs  continued  for  more  than  two  weeks,  the  rebels 
endeavoring  in  vain  to  possess  themselves  of  the  Federal  line  of 
works.  Not  a  day  dawned  that  did  not  witness  a  reckless  charge 
and  a  bloody  repulse ;  not  a  night  threw  its  dark  mantle  over  the 
combatants  but  discovered,  at  daybreak,  some  new  redoubt,  breast- 
work, or  an  advanced  line  of  rifle-pits  differing  from  those  of  the 
day  before.  For  three  weeks  the  men  did  not  obtain  three  hours' 
sleep  in  any  single  night,  nor  did  they  dare  remove  their  clothing  or 
equipments ;  and  when  not  toiling  with,  the  pick  and  spade,  were 
working  the  guns,  until,  finally,  they  became  almost  completely 
exhausted.  Now  they  must  pay  the  penalty  of  the  reputation  they 
had  achieved.  Other  batteries  were  on  reserve,  and  could  relieve 
the  Fourth  New  Jersey,  for  a  few  days,  while  they  recruited  in 


*  Towards  daybreak  the  men  of  Lieutenant  Morris'  section  lay  down  for  a  few  mo- 
ments, on  a  large  canvas  "  paulin,"  on  the  ground,  to  cudeavor  to  get  a  little  rest.  They 
were  fast  going  to  sleep,  when,  there  appearing  to  be  signs  of  a  movement  on  the  rebel 
line,  the  Lieutcnaut  awoke  his  men,  to  prepare  for  any  emergency.  Just  as  the  men 
had  arisen  from  the  ground,  and  walked  oil"  to  their  guns,  a  rilled  shell  from  the  enemy 
grazed  the  top  of  the  parapet,  and  struck  the  ground  on  the  exact  spot  where  the 
detachment  had  lain.  Had  they  remained  there  half  a  minute  longer,  it  would  have 
killed  every  one  of  them.  This  awakened  them  thoroughly,  and  they  set  to  work  to 
build  a  "traverse,"  to  protect  themselves  as  much  as  possible.  Corporal  Aaron  H. 
McKinstry  was  shot  in  the  groin  an  hour  later,  while  superintending  the  work,  and 
died  the  next  day.    Corporal  McKinstry  was  a  college  graduate,  and  a  good  soldier. 

90 
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strength  for  other  combats.  But  to  this  proposition  the  Command- 
ing General  would  not  listen.  The  position  was  one  of  such  vital 
importance  that  he  would  not  trust  any  but  those  who  had  proved 
themselves  worthy  of  the  honor,  and  who  were  familiar  with  the 
"  range"  of  the  situation,  and  from  that  fact  could  throw  their  first 
shots  to  strike  where  they  intended,  and  check  any  advance  of  the 
enemy  at  its  commencement. 

Finally,  the  works  had  grown  to  such  formidable  dimensions 
that  the  enemy  appeared  to  have  abandoned  the  idea  of  attempting 
their  capture.  Small  squads  of  our  cannoneers  were  accordingly 
allowed  to  go  to  the  rear  to  wash  and  change  their  clothing  and 
obtain  a  little  rest — and  thus  recuperation  was  at  last  had  from  the 
fatiguing  labors  so  long  and  effectually  performed. 

In  the  early  part  of  June  an  order  was  received  to  send  all  the 
troops  that  could  be  spared  from  Bermuda  Hundred,  to  join  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac,  then  on  the  line  of  the  South  Anna.  The 
entire  Eighteenth  Corps,  and  twx>  divisions  of  the  Tenth  Corps 
were  moved  off  quietly  in  the  night,  to  the  aid  of  Grant  and  Meade, 
leaving  only  one  division  of  infantry  and  a  large  proportion  of  the 
artillery  to  hold  the  line.  The  Eighteenth  and  the  two  divisions 
of  the  Tenth  embarked  at  Bermuda  Hundred  on  transports,  and 
were  conveyed  down  the  James  and  up  the  York  River ;  disem- 
barked at  West  Point,  and  joined  Meade's  Army  at  Cold  Harbor. 
They  were  in  action  with  the  enemy  several  days,  and  lost  heavily. 

In  the  meantime,  the  little  band  left  at  Bermuda  Hundred  were 
exercising  the  utmost  vigilance.  For  a  period  of  two  weeks  they 
were  almost  entirely  defenceless.  Obliged  to  hold  a  line  of  four 
miles  in  extent,  it  required  their  entire  force  to  repel  an  attack  at 
any  one  point  Happily,  the  enemy  were  in  ignorance  of  this  fact, 
and  did  not  attempt  any  demonstration  against  any  point  but 
Battery  Marshall.  Had  they  known  the  weakness  of  our  army  at 
any  time  during  those  two  important  weeks,  they  might  easily 
have  pierced  our  lines,  captured  the  entire  force,  and  carried  away 
or  destroyed  the  immense  commissary  stores  accumulated  at  Ber- 
muda Landing  and  City  Point.  It  was  one  of  those  necessary 
risks  which   are  sometimes  dictated  by  the  highest  policy,  and 
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involve,  though  all  unknown,  the  fate  of  battles  and  of  nations.5 
Nightly,  the  guns  of  the  contending  armies  at  Cold  Harbor  could 
be  plainly  heard,  volley  after  volley  following  close  together.  The 
interest  manifested  by  that  little  army  in  the  coming  developments 
was  intense.  Nearer  and  nearer,  heavier  and  louder  came  the 
sounds  of  conflict  as  night  after  night  and  day  after  day  slipped 
away,  and  it  was  a  relief  to  that  band  of  beleaguered  patriots  to 
know  that  the  awful  suspense  would  soon  be  over.  Better,  far 
better  the  clash  and  peril  of  actual  combat  than  this  crazing  uncer- 
tainty. 

The  pickets  in  front  of  Battery  Marshall  had  now  become  quite 
sociable,  and  mutually  agreed  to  cease  picket  firing,  except  when 
an  advance  was  made  on  either  side.  This  good  feeling  existed 
until  the  morning  of  the  16th  of  June,6  when  our  videttes  reported 
the  enemy's  line  evacuated.  An  advance  was  immediately  made, 
and  six  men  were  found  asleep  in  the  rebel  bomb-proofs.  They 
said  they  were  left  there  to  walk  the  top  of  the  parapet,  and  keep 
up  the  appearanee.of  a  force,  while  the  army  had  gone  to  Peters- 


3  u  The  position  was  held  by  strategy ;  the  bauds  were  kept  playing  inspiriting  airs, 
a  few  regiments  would  be  sent  to  the  rear  quietly,  and  then  come  marching  up  to  the 
front  making  as  much  noise  as  possible,  and  would  be  received  with  hearty  cheers  by 
the  troops  in  the  works ;  the  guns  in  Battery  Marshall  would  open  a  furious  cannonade, 
and  there  would  be  a  general  stirring  up  every  few  hours  ;  all  of  which  was  duly  noted 
and  reported  by  the  rebel  pickets  and  videttes." — Letter  of  Captain  J.  B.  Jforris. 

6  One  fine  Sunday  evening,  during  the  cessation  of  picket  firing,  when  the  opposing 
armies  had  become  comparatively  sociable,  the  Union  and  rebel  intrenchments  were 
covere'd  with  spectators,  each  silently  observing  the  figures  slowly  pacing  up  and 
down  and  sitting  in  groups  on  the  other  side.  The  sun  had  set,  and  the  day  was  fast 
merging  into  the  soft  glamour  of  a  Southern  twilight.  Sunday  evening — aud  the  sol- 
diers were  thinking  of  other  Sunday  evenings  in  their  far-off  homes,  and  of  the  dear 
ones  they  might  never  see  again.  All  feeling  of  fierce  strife  and  contention  which  the 
battle  field  engenders  had  gone  out  from  their  hearts  for  the  moment,  as  they  sat 
there  in  the  gathering  shades.  Suddenly  a  strain  of  old  familiar  music  lloated  through 
the  air;  "Old  Hundred" — sweet,  full  and  plaintive — came  from  a  rebel  band  on  their 
picket  line,  accompanied  with  a  chorus  of  manly  voices.  Our  men  rose  up  and  stood 
listening,  and  before  they  hardly  knew  it  found  themselves  joining  in  the  chorus.  And 
thus1  for  half  an  hour  the  pickets  of  the  two  armies,  who  for  months  had  been  endeav 
oring  to  destroy  each  other,  were  on  this  hallowed  eve  joining  their  voices  and  hearts 
In  a  song  of  praise  to  God.  It  was  an  event  which  will  never  be  forgotten  by  those 
who  witnessed  it.  It  was  a  white  hour  in  those  years  of  bloody  war  that  one  remem- 
bers with  a  thrill  of  pleasure. 

The  next  morning  that  same  band  was  playing  the  "  Bonnie  Blue  Flag,"  the  pickets 
under  some  pretext  commenced  firing,  aud  the  work  of  death  went  on. 
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burg  to  meet  the  advance  of  Meade's  army.  Being  left  alone,  they 
went  to  sleep.  They  belonged  to  the  Twenty-second  and  Twenty- 
third  South  Carolina  Volunteers.  As  soon  as  the  fact  of  the  evacu- 
ation was  known  at  General  Terry's  headquarters,  two  brigades 
were  sent  out  with  shovels,  and  in  a  few  hours  had  leveled  the 
deserted  works  to  the  ground. 

By  this  time  Grant's  army,  having  crossed  the  James,  was 
coming  up  in  the  rear  of  the  position  so  bravely  defended,  and 
Lee's  army  was  pouring  in  on  the  front  by  way  of  Eichmond. 
The  entire  force  of  the  Bermuda  Hundred  army,  under  General 
Terry,  immediately  made  an  advance,  and  encountered  the  advance 
of  Lee's  army  near  the  Eichmond  and  Petersburg  Eailroad.  After 
a  sharp  engagement,  Terry,  being  hard  pressed  by  superior  num- 
bers, withdrew  to  his  intrenchments.  On  the  same  day,  the  first 
line  of  the  Petersburg  intrenchments  was  attacked  by  the  Second 
and  Eighteenth  Army  Corps,  and  many  prisoners  and  eighteen 
pieces  of  artillery  captured.  A  detail  of  the  men  of  thev  Fourth 
Battery,  with  their  horses,  under  command  of  Lieutenant  King 
was  sent  to  Petersburg,  to  bring  the  captured  guns  to  Bermuda 
Hundred.  This  was  successfully  accomplished  without  the  loss  of 
a  man,  although  the  enemy  directed  especial  attention  to  the  men 
while  the  guns  were  being  removed. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  day  following  the  evacuation  of  the 
enemy's  works,  and  the  advance  of  Terry,  the  rebels  came  down 
suddenly  in  strong  force,  under  command  of  General  Pickett,  of 
the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia,  and  by  a  rapid  movement  cap- 
tured many  of  our  videttes,  drove  in  the  remainder,  and  possessed 
themselves  of  their  former  line,  and  without  halting,  charged  across 
the  open  field  in  front  of  Battery  Marshall  in  fine  style,  seven 
regiments  front  and  four  deep.  Our  pickets  gave  way,  and  retired 
to  the  ditch,  or  concealed  themselves  as  best  they  could.  Then  all 
the  batteries  on  the  Union  line  opened,  and  the  Third  Division  of 
the  Sixth  Corps  having  arrived  during  the  morning,  the  infantry 
quickly  manned  the  breastworks,  and  poured  a  galling  fire  into 
the  advancing  ranks  of  gray.  The  rebels  fought  with  the  greatest 
bravery,  and  pressed  forward  with  a  stubborn  pertinacity  worthy  a 
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better  cause.  They  were  the  men  who  had  fought  through  the 
Wilderness,  and  were  desperate  and  reckless ;  but  it  was  impossible 
for  anything  human  to  stand  before  that  storm  of  shell  and  bullets, 
and  before  reaching  the  "slashing"  they  turned  and  fled.  A 
prisoner,  taken  by  our  pickets,  stated  that  the  rebel  General  Pickett, 
of  South  Carolina,  was  in  command  of  the  attacking  force,  and 
that  he  was  much  intoxicated,  and  swore  he  ;c  would  take  that 
Yankee  battery  if  it  cost  him  half  his  men" — meaning  Bat- 
tery Marshall.  During  this  action,  the  battery  was  supported  by 
the  Fourteenth  New  Jersey  Volunteers,  which  was  attached  to  the 
Third  Division,  Sixth  Corps.7 

All  eyes  were  now  directed  to  Petersburg.  There  the  grand 
armies  were  gathering  in  force,  and  there,  it  now  seemed  certain, 
the  final  and  decisive  struggle  was  to  take  place.  On  the  night  of 
the  25th  of  July,  the  Second  Corps,  which  lay  in  the  rear  of  the 
army  at  Petersburg,  was  rapidly  and  quietly  moved  across  to  Ber- 
muda Hundred,  and  without  halting,  pushed  forward  to  Jones' 
Neck,  and  crossed  the  James  Eiver  at  that  point.  At  daylight, 
the  old  Third  Corps  (now  attached  to  the  Second)  charged  the  rebel 
intrenchments,  taking  them  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet,  and  cap- 
turing ten  pieces  of  artillery  and  a  large  number  of  prisoners. 
The  loss  on  our  side  was  forty  men  killed  and  wounded.  Three  of 
the  guns  were  twenty-pounder  rifles,  and  were  captured  by  the 
rebels  from  Ashby's  New  York  Battery,  during  the  attack  on  Fort 
Darling,  in  May.  A  sufficient  force  was  left  to  hold  the  position 
and  the  corps  returned  to  the  main  army  in  front  of  Petersburg. 

On  the  night  of  August  14th,  the  Fourth  Battery  received  orders 
to  "  be  ready  to  march  in  one  hour."     This  was  a  difficult  task, 


:  if  During  the  following  summer,  the  enemy  made  frequent  attempts  to  obtain  pos- 
session of  the  line  of  works  at  Bermuda  Hundred,  failing,  however,  in  every  attempt. 
At  intervals  a  tacit  understanding  existed  between  the  pickets,  all  firing  was  suspend- 
ed, and  a  general  system  of  bartering  of  tobacco,  cotfee,  papers,  etc.,  was  carried  on 
between  the  respective  sides.  Then,  some  recruit  who  had  but  lately  joined  his  regi- 
ment, and  on  his  first  day  on  picket,  would  tire  at  the  first  gray-jacket  he  saw.  That 
would  end  the  truce  for  several  days,  and  curses  loud  and  deep  came  from  the  other 
side  because  'you  'uns  fired  when  you  'uns  promised  not  to.'  Of  course,  it  would  be 
a  long  time  before  the  luckless  recruit  would  hear  the  last  of  the  result  of  his  nervous- 
ness, from  his  tcazing  comrades." — Letter  of  Lieutenant  Morris. 
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for  the  ammunition  chests  of  the  battery  were  stored  in  the  maga- 
zine at  Battery  Marshall,  and  the  caisson  camp,  with  the  drivers 
and  horses  were  two  miles  to  the  rear.  The  night  was  clear  and 
quiet,  and  it  was  necessary  to  use  the  utmost  caution  in  removing 
the  guns  from  the  embrasures,  and  mounting  the  heavy  chests  filled 
with  ammunition,  to  avoid  attracting  the  attention  of  the  enemy. 
One  section  of  Battery  E,  Third  United  States  Artillery,  was  left  in 
the  fort,  and  about  midnight  the  Fourth  New  Jersey  reported  to 
Colonel  McGilvery,  Chief  of  Artillery,  for  orders.  This  was  des- 
tined to  be  a  trial  which  would  test  the  metal  of  the  battery  to  its 
utmost.  The  entire  Tenth  and  Second  Corps  were  in  motion,  ex- 
cept the  artillery,  all  of  that  arm  remaining  in  position,  except  the 
Fourth  New  Jersey,  Battery  D,  First  United  States  Artillery,  and 
two  sections  of  Battery  E,  Third  United  States  Artillery. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  loth,  the  troops  crossed  the  river, 
on  the  pontoon  bridge,  and  engaged  the  enemy  about  two  miles 
from  the  river.  During  the  day,  the  Tenth  Corps  captured  four 
siege  guns,  three  howitzers,  and  a  large  number  of  prisoners. 
Lieutenant-General  Grant  was  present,  and  was  under  fire  during 
the  greater  portion  of  the  day.  At  one  time  he  sat  down  on  the 
door-step  of  an  old  deserted  house,  rested  his  head  between  his 
hands,  and  with  his  body  bowed,  for  nearly  an  hour  remained 
alone,  apparently  entirely  oblivious  to  everything  but  his  own 
thoughts.  Who  knows  but  that  the  fate  of  this  great  Republic, 
humanly  speaking,  may  have  been  decided  during  that  hour  of 
anxious  thought !  All  this  time  the  artillery  was  booming,  the 
shell  crashing  through  the  thick  woods,  and  an  uninterrupted  rat- 
tle of  musketry  added  to  the  tumult,  as  charge  after  charge  was 
renewed,  and  positions  lost  and  won.  Finally  darkness  came  on, 
and  the  firing  gradually  ceased.  But  there  was,  that  night,  no 
rest  for  the  weary  troops.  The  artillery  was  posted  in  convenient 
positions  "in  battery,"  to  check  any  advance  of  the  enemy,  and 
about  midnight  the  troops  recrossed  the  river  at  Jones'  Neck, 
moved  half  a  mile  further  down,  and  again  crossed  to  the  north 
side  on  another  bridge,  making  there  a  brief  pause  for  rest.  This 
was  on  Sunday  morning.     By  eight  o'clock  the  column  was  again 


BATTERY   D — (FOURTH  ARTILLERY).  719 

in  motion,  and  advanced  steadily  towards  Bichmond  until  about 
ten  o'clock,  when  the  enemy's  pickets  were  encountered  on  a  hill, 
at  the  edge  of  a  thick  growth  of  timber.  The  pickets  retired  with- 
out firing,  and  joined  their  main  force,  which  was  strongly  in- 
trenched. The  Fourth  Battery  was  immediately  put  in  position  on 
the  hill,  and  shelled  the  woods  in  front.  The  rebels  at  once  replied 
with  a  battery  of  artillery,  while  a  host  of  sharpshooters  posted  in 
the  trees,  picked  off  the  cannoneers  so  rapidly  that  at  times  the 
guns  could  scarcely  be  served.  But  the  men  of  the  Fourth  stood 
up  to  their  work  nobly,  and  by  concentrating  the  fire  of  the  whole 
battery  on  the  rebels,  their  guns  were  finally  silenced.  Three  of 
the  officers  were  injured  by  the  missiles  of  the  enemy  within  a  few 
minutes  after  the  beginning  of  the  action.  Lieutenant  Morris  was 
struck  by  three  fragments  of  a  shrapnel  shell,  and  stunned,  but 
recovered  so  as  to  be  able  to  resume  his  duties  within  half  an  hour. 
Lieutenant  George  had  two  of  his  ribs  broken  by  a  bullet  from  a 
shrapnel  shell,  which  was  found  imbedded  in  a  small  copy  of  the 
New  Testament,  in  his  left-side  pocket.  Lieutenant  King,  at  the 
time  acting  as  aid  to  Colonel  McGrilvery,  Chief  of  Artillery,  re- 
ceived a  bullet  wround  in  the  left  arm,  while  riding  across  a  field  to 
carry  an  order  to  the  battery.  He  did  not,  however,  leave  his  sad- 
dle. Lieutenant  George,  although  seriously  injured,  insisted  on 
staying  with  his  section  until  the  action  was  over.  Colonel  McGil- 
very  was  wounded  in  the  second  finger,  of  the  left  hand,  and  while 
having  it  amputated  a  few  days  afterwards,  died  under  the  influ- 
ence of  ether. 

On  Monday,  the  day  following,  Lieutenant  Morris  was  placed  in 
a  position  with  one  section,  about  half  a  mile  to  the  right  of  the 
remainder  of  the  battery,  and  at  a  point  where  the  rebel  rifle-pits 
were  not  more  than  two  hundred  yards  from  his  front  and  about 
the  same  distance  from  his  right  flank.  The  guns  were  moved 
noiselessly  through  a  deep,  narrow  ravine,  and  then  pushed  up  the 
hill  so  that  the  range  of  the  pieces  but  just  cleared  the  ground, 
while  their  presence  was  concealed  from  the  enemy.  Lieutenant 
Doane,  who  was  in  command  of  the  four  guns  left  at  the  position 
of  the  action  of  Sunday,  now  opened  fire,  upon  which  the  entire 
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force  of  the  artillery  directed  their  shots  at  one  point,  Lieutenant 
Morris  firing  at  nearly  right  angles  with  the  other  batteries.  Un- 
der cover  of  this  cannonade,  the  Second  Division  of  the  Tenth  Corps 
charged  the  rebel  works,  and  captured  thirteen  hundred  prisoners 
and  several  battle-flags.  A  rebel  battery  was  observed  trying  to 
get  into  position  in  front,  but  the  storm  of  shot  and  shell  struck 
down  the  men  and  horses,  and  completely  disabled  their  guns. 
The  Fourth  Battery,  during  the  morning,  fired  one  thousand  and 
five  hundred  rounds  of  ammunition.  Lieutenant  Doane,  seeing  so 
many  of  his  men  go  clown  before  the  fire  of  the  sharpshooters  post- 
ed in  trees,  threw  off  his  coat  and  hat,  seized  a  "  sponge-staff," 
and  performed  the  duties  of  "  Number  One,"  until  the  firing  ceased, 
awakening  the  confidence  and  admiration  of  all  who  witnessed 
the  deed. 

At  one  time  during  the  forenoon  of  Monday,  Lieutenant  Morris' 
position  became  most  critical.  The  enemy  was  closing  in  on  his 
section,  and  his  infantry  support  had  not  arrived.  To  add  to  the 
difficulties  of  the  situation,  his  ammunition  was  giving  out,  the 
guns  were  over-heated  so  as  to  cause  several  premature  explosions, 
and  the  enemy  preparing  to  charge  his  pieces.  But  his  orders 
were  imperative — to  hold  that  position  at  all  hazards.  He  hastily 
tore  a  piece  of  card  from  an  ammunition  box,  and  wrote  with 
a  pencil:  "Lieutenant  Doane:  Send  me  some  ammunition — all 
you  can — and  I'll  hold  this  line.  The  rebels  are  crowding  me — 
Lieutenant  Morris."  An  orderly  was  dispatched  with  this  at  his 
highest  speed.  A  quarter  of  an  hour  passed.  The  rebels  made  an 
attempt  to  advance ;  but  a  few  rounds  of  double-shotted  canister 
deterred  them.  It  was  evident  they  were  massing  in  front.  The 
ammunition  was  nearly  gone.  What  a  world  of  hope  and  fears 
were  crowded  into  those  perilous  moments.  Then  there  came  a 
joyous  shout,  and  in  a  few  minutes  the  heavy  boxes  of  fixed  ammu- 
nition were  carried  by  willing  hands  to  the  smoking  guns.  The 
position  was  saved,  and  confidence  restored.  The  enemy  did, 
indeed,  attempt  another  charge,  but  his  opportunity  was  lost,  and 
utter  failure  crowned  the  effort.  The  following  are  the  principal 
casualties   sustained  by   the   battery:    Lieutenant   J.    B.   Morris, 
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stunned  by  shell ;  Lieutenant  J.  IT.  George,  ribs  fractured;  Lieu- 
tenant E.  V.  King,  arm  ;  Sergeant  John  O'Brien,  leg,  afterwards 
died;  Corporal  John  Tan  Gieson,  leg;  Corporal  Frank  TFilcox, 
abdomen,  afterwords  died ;  Corporal  James  H.  Blake,  leg ;  Anthony 
K  Wright,  shoulder ;  George  W.  Marshall,  thigh ;  A.  Flanders, 
leg;  James  1£  Martin,  arm  shot  off;  Patrick  Callaghan,  arm  shot 
off;  John  McAllister,  hip  ;  Jacob  Schilt,  thumb  shot  off;  Jeremiah 
Creed,  thumb  ;  Henry  Jaques,  side  and  head  ;  Frederick  Dubbitt, 
groin;  Peter  Applegate,  ankle ;  George  W.  Hays,  ear.  The  bat- 
tery also  lost  twelve  horses  killed. 

In  this  engagement,  Lieutenant  Morris,  according  to  the  testi- 
mony of  his  commanding  officer,  behaved  with  the  utmost  gal- 
lantry, managing  his  section  with  marked  deliberation  and  cool- 
ness, right  under  the  eyes  of  the  rebel  sharpshooters,  who  sought 
in  vain  to  shoot  him  down.  The  conduct  of  officers  and  men 
throughout  the  entire  affair  was  such  as  to  call  forth  the  hearty 
commendation  of  the  Chief  of  Artillery,  Colonel  McGilvery.8 

The  object  of  this  movement  was  to  attract  General  Lee?s  atten- 
tion from  Petersburg  as  much  as  possible,  in  order  to  facilitate  a 
movement  of  the  army  of  the  Potomac  on  the  Weldon  Eailroad, 
south  of  Petersburg.  This  piece  of  strategy  had  its  effect.  Gen- 
eral Lee,  apprehensive  for  the  safety  of  Eichmond,  sent  a  large 
force  to  engage  the  Tenth  and  Second  Corps ;  in  the  meantime, 
General  Grant  carried  out  his  plans  successfully. 

The  battery  remained  in  the  vicinity  of  Deep  Eun  and  Malvern 
Hills  seven  days,  and  then  returned  to  Battery  Marshall,  at  Ber- 
muda Hundrei.  The  following  morninar  the  rebels  attacked  the 
picket  line  in  front  of  the  battery,  and  quite  a  skirmish  ensued. 
resulting  in  the  repulse  of  the  attacking  party.  That  afternoon,  a 
deserter  reported  that  the  enemy  was  attempting  to  undermine  the 
fort      General   Foster  thereupon   ordered   Lieutenant   Morris    to 


s  Lieutenant-Colonel  William  A.  Conovcr,  Medical  Director  of  the  Tenth  Corps,  and 
Assistant-Surgeon  Joseph  W.  Hayward  (afterwards  breveted  Major),  the  medical  atten- 
dant  cf  the  Fourth  Battery,  deserves  special  mention  for  the  fearless  and  faithful  man" 
ner  in  which  they  performed  their  duties  while  under  tire  of  the  enemy;  working  for 
the  relief  of  the  unfortunate  wounded  until  they  were  themselves  almost  exhausted. 
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remove  the  guns  about  one  hundred  yards  to  the  rear,  place  wooden 
11  Quakers  "  in  the  embrasures,  and  leave  the  guidon  flying  on  the 
parapet,  which  was  done.  But  no  explosion  took  place.  On  the 
following  day  the  Eighteenth  Corps  relieved  the  Tenth  at  Bermuda 
Hundred,  the  Tenth  proceeding  to  Petersburg.  The  battery  here 
shared  in  all  the  perils  pertaining  to  that  remarkable  seige,  being 
stationed  in  Fort  Morton,  in  front  of  the  rebel  Fort  Mahone,  which 
was  mined  and  blown  up  in  the  early  part  of  the  summer. 

On  the  28th  of  September,  the  grand  strategic  movement  by  which 
General  Grant  transferred  the  Tenth  and  Eighteenth  Corps  to  the 
north  side  of  the  James,  and  placed  a  heavy  menacing  column 
before  the  Confederate  Capital,  was  commenced.  A  portion  of  the 
third  line  of  the  Eichmond  defences  was  captured,  with  sixteen 
pieces  of  artillery  and  a  large  number  of  prisoners.  Fort  Harrison 
(afterwards  called  Fort  Burnham),  a  very  important  position,  was 
taken  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet,  the  ditch  turned,  and  every 
preparation  made  to  hold  the  line.  A  stubborn  attempt  to  retake 
this  work,  headed  by  General  Lee  in  person,  met  with  a  bloody 
repulse.  An  incessant  picket  firing  was  kept  up  for  several  days, 
when  the  hope  of  retaking  the  line  was  apparently  abandoned. 
The  Fourth  Battery  was  under  fire  during  this  entire  time. 

On  the  7th  of  October,  Longstreet's  Division,  which  had  started 
a  few  days  previously  up  the  Valley,  to  join  Early,  suddenly 
swooped  down  on  Kautz's  Cavalry,  which  was  on  outpost  dut}-,  On 
the  right  flank  of  the  army,  capturing  about  half  of  his  force  and 
putting  to  utter  rout  the  remainder.  General  Longstreet  closely 
followed  the  flying  fugitives,  but  the  Army  of  the  James  was  soon 
under  arms,  and  moving  forward  on  a  double-quick  engaged  the 
enemy  on  the  Newmarket  road,  just  outside  the  intrench ments  of 
the  right  flank  of  the  line.  Had  Longstreet  struck  a  quarter  of  a 
mile  nearer  the  river,  in  the  woods,  to  the  rear,  he  could  have 
thrown  the  whole  army  in  confusion,  and  inflicted  untold  disaster# 
The  fighting,  which  lasted  about  two  hours,  was  very  severe. 
Hundreds  wTere  killed  and  wounded  on  both  sides.  Finally,  the 
Tenth  Corps,  under  General  Birney,  made  a  last  rally,  which 
decided  the  fate  of  the  day.     General  Birney  arose  from  a  sick 


BATTERY   D— (FOURTH  ARTILLERY).  728 

couch,  burning  with  a  violent  fever,-  and  insisted  on  being  helped 
into  his  saddle.  He  fought  like  a  lion,  and  after  the  action  was  too 
weak  to  walk.  He  was  taken  home  to  Philadelphia,  where  he 
shortly  afterwards  died.  His  last  thoughts  were  of  his  army,  and 
his  last  words,  "  Boys,  keep  your  eyes  on  that  flag !"  Lieutenant 
King  was  struck  in  the  shoulder  and  knccked  from  his  horse  by  an 
exploding  shell — the  injury  unfitting  him  from  duty  for  more  than 
a  month. 

No  further  attempts  were  made  by  the  rebels  to  retake  this  line, 
and  the  army  of  the  James  commenced  the  erection  of  winter 
quarters,  and  perfecting  themselves  in  drill.  From  Chapin's  Farm, 
the  battery  was  dispatched,  late  in  the  same  month,  with  seven 
thousand  other  troops,  to  New  York,  to  assist  in  preserving  order 
at  the  Presidential  election  in  November,  under  an  apprehension 
that  the  more  turbulent  and  disorderly  classes,  under  the  lead  of 
certain  notorious  demagogues,  would  attempt  by  violence  to  pre- 
vent a  fair  election.  The  battery  was  shipped  at  Bermuda  Hun- 
dred on  board  of  two  stern-wheel  steamers,  Captain  Doane  com- 
manding one  and  Lieutenant  Morris  the  other.  During  the  voyage 
from  Fortress  Monroe,  Lieutenant  Morris'  vessel,  the  "Patapsco," 
was  chased  for  twenty-four  hours  by  the  rebel  pirate,  the  Tallahas- 
see, but  escaped,  the  pirate  not  venturing  further  north  than  the 
latitude  of  the  Delaware  Breakwater.  Upon  reaching  Brooklyn 
the  battery  was  disembarked  at  Atlantic  Dock,  and  marched  to 
Fort  Hamilton,  where  it  was  embarked  on  ferry-boats,  Captain 
Doane  commanding  one  boat  with  four  guns,  and  lying  off  the 
Battery,  and  Lieutenant  Morris,  commanding  another  boat,  having 
on  board  his  own  section  and  a  section  of  Battery  M,  First  United 
States  Artillery,  and  stationed  on  the  East  Eiver,  ready  to  land  in 
case  of  emergency.  Fortunately  the  services  of  the  troops  were 
not  required,  the  election  passing  off  quietly,  and  after  an  absence 
of  two  weeks  the  battery  returned  to  Chapin's  Farm,  where  it 
remained  through  the  bleak,  dreary  winter,  within  sight  of  the 
steeples  of  Richmond,  quietly  watching  the  rebels  within  their 
intrenchments,  only  five  hundred  yards  distant. 

At  length  spring  came,  with  its  bloom  and  promise,  and  the 
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armies  of  the  Eepublic,  battle-worn  and  scarred,  prepared  with 
hopeful  hearts  for  the  final  struggle  with  the  dispirited  and  weak- 
ened foe.  But  the  Fourth  New  Jersey  Battery  was  never  again 
called  to  hurl  death  and  disaster  into  the  rebel  ranks.  On  the  3d 
of  April,  1865,  the  enemy,  by  the  attack  of  the  Army  of  the  Poto- 
mac in  front  of  Petersburg,  was  forced  to  abandon  his  intrench- 
ments  in  front  of  Eichmond.  Our  pickets  advanced  at  daybreak. 
At  the  same  moment  there  came  three  thundering  reports  from  up 
the  river,  three  blinding  flashes,  and  the  iron-clad  navy  of  the 
Confederate  States  of  America  had  ceased  to  exist  In  a  few 
minutes  our  pickets  had  possessed  the  rebel  works,  and  shortly 
after  the  whole  army  was  put  in  motion.  The  decisive  hour  had 
come,  and  the  veterans  of  a  hundred  battles  hastened  to  embrace 
its  grand  opportunities. 

The  Fourth  Battery  was  designated  to  remove  the  captured  artil- 
lery, which  being  done,  it  hurried  forward  with  the  exultant  legions 
to  Eichmond,  and  was  the  first  organization  of  New  Jersey  troops 
to  enter  the  city.  Eichmond  was  reached  early  in  the  forenoon, 
not  a  shot  having  been  fired  on  the  entire  march,  extending  from 
Chapin's  Farm  for  a  distance  of  seven  miles,  through  a  vast  net- 
work of  defences,  which  apparently  might  for  years  have  defied 
the  fiercest  assaults.  At  early  daybreak  a  cloud  of  smoke  was 
observed  hanging  over  the  city,  and  when  the  troops  came  over 
the  hills,  and  obtained  a  first  glance  of  the  conflagration,  the  scene 
was  terribly  grand.  Great  clouds  of  fire  and  smoke  were  rolling 
up  from  a  thousand  buildings  on  the  south  side  of  the  city.  The 
arsenal  was  on  fire,  and  the  three-quarters  of  a  million  rounds  of 
fixed  shell  stored  therein  were  bursting  continually,  scattering 
destruction  and  death  among  the  terrified  women  and  children 
whose  homes  were  in  flames.  The  city  was  fired  by  order  of  the 
Confederate  officers.  It  was  pitiful  to  see  beautiful  women  and 
innocent  children  jostled  rudely  by  the  swaying,  surging  throng — 
and  the  gorgeous  furniture,  splendid  pianos  and  costly  mirrors 
tossed  about  the  streets. 

Meanwhile  the  exultant  legions  pressed  swiftly  on  in  pursuit  of 
the  retreating  foe.     The  expected  end  was  not  delayed.     On  Sun- 
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day,  April  10th,  General  Lee  capitulated,  and  with  that  act  the 
rebel  flag  went  down  in  irretrievable  disaster,  never  again  to  be 
flaunted  in  the  nation's  face. 

On  the  14th  of  April,  the  battery  moved  from  its  camp  on  the 
western  border  of  Eichmond  to  a  point  on  the  Southside  Eailroad, 
near  Petersburg,  where  it  remained  until  news  of  Johnston's  sur- 
render was  received,  when  it  marched  to  City  Point — where  it 
continued  inactive  nearly  a  month,  awaiting  the  order  to  be  mus- 
tered out.  This  order,  the  most  welcome,  perhaps,  of  the  war, 
came  at  last.  The  battery  proceeded  to  Eichmond  by  way  of 
Petersburg,  and  all  the  preliminaries  being  completed,  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  18th  of  June  it  embarked  on  board  a  steamer,  en  route 
for  home. 

It  arrived  at  Trenton  late  on  the  night  of  the  20th,  and  was  appro- 
priately entertained  by  Mayor  Mills  on  behalf  of  the  State.  The  bat- 
tery returned  with  more  than  the  number  of  men  it  had  when  it  left 
Trenton,  two  years  before,  having  constantly  had  large  accessions 
of  recruits — but  with  twenty-jive  only  of  the  original  one  hundred 
and  sixty  who  had  started  with  it — the  remaining  one  hundred  and 
thirty-five  having  died  heroically  on  fields  of  desperate  encounter, 
or  been  so  disabled  by  wounds  or  disease  as  to  compel  discharge. 
Others  had  taken  their  places,  and  helped  to  maintain  the  reputation 
of  the  command,  which  from  first  to  last  had  been  unsullied  by  a 
single  stain. 
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CHAPTEE    XXXIX. 

BATTERY     E— (  Fifth     Artillery). 

Battery  E,  Fifth  New  Jersey  Artillery,  raised  in  the  summer  of 
1863,  proceeded  to  Washington  in  the  month  of  September,  there 
going  into  camp  at  Camp  Barry.1  Here  it  remained,  engaged  in 
drill  until  the  22d  of  April,  1864,  when  it  proceeded  to  Gloucester 
Point,  where  it  was  assigned  to  the  Tenth  Army  Corps.  It  was 
sharply  engaged  at  Drury's  Bluff  early  in  May,  losing  thirteen 
men.  Subsequently,  it  performed  efficient  service  in  other  engage- 
ments of  the  summer  campaign,  but  no  reports  of  its  actions  being 
on  file  among  the  military  records  of  the  State,  no  satisfactory  details 
can -be  supplied.  It  is  only  known,  in  a  general  way,  that  the 
battery  fully  sustained  the  reputation  of  New  Jersey  troops.  The 
Fifth  was  much  the  largest  battery  in  service  from  this  State,  there 
being  connected  with  it  at  different  times,  one  Captain,  three  First 
Lieutenants,  and  six  Second  Lieutenants,  with  five  hundred  and 
seventy  enlisted  men.  Many  of  the  Thirty-seventh  Regiment  (hun- 
dred days'  men),  re-enlisting,  were  transferred  to  this  battery,  while 
nearly  all  the  substitutes  and  drafted  men  of  1865,  in  the  artillery 
service,  were  also  assigned  to  this  organization.  The  battery  was 
finally  disbanded  June  12,  1865. 


1  The  officers  of  the  battery  were :    Captain,  Zenas  C.  "Warren ;  First  Lieutenant, 
George  F.  Durant;  Second  Lieutenant,  Thomas  R.  Perry. 
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CHAPTER    XL. 
JERSEYMEN     IN     OTHER     ORGANIZATIONS. 

We  have  seen  that  the  total  number  of  regiments  furnished  by 
New  Jersey  during  the  war  was  forty,  including  infantry  and  cav- 
alry, together  with  five  batteries  of  artillery.  Of  these  forty  regi- 
ments, thirty-seven  were  infantry.  The  number  of  men  furnished 
by  the  State  was  eighty-eight  thousand  three  hundred  and  five, 
being  ten  thousand  and  fifty-seven  in  excess  of  the  number  called 
for.  Of  this  number,  seventy-nine  thousand  three  hundred  and 
forty-eight  served  with  State  organizations,  and  the  remainder  in 
regiments  of  other  States.  The  naval  and  marine  enlistments 
from  New  Jersey  numbered  four  thousand  eight  hundred. and 
fifty-three.  Of  the  deeds  of  the  volunteers  in  this  latter  service, 
we  have* no  accounts,  but  of  some  of  the  companies  which,  unable 
to  find  a  place  in  the  regiments  of  their  own  State,  became. incor- 
porated with  foreign  organizations,  we  have  a  partial  record, 
honorable  at  once  to  themselves  and  the  State.  Several  of  these 
companies  early  in  the  war,  being  rejected  at  home,  applied  for 
service  to  General  Daniel  E.  Sickles,  and  were  placed  in  the 
brigade  whicli  he  was  raising  in  New  York.  This  brigade,  known 
as  the  Excelsior  Brigade,  which  was  afterwards  placed  to  the  credit 
of  the  State  of  New  York,  and  the  regiments  of  which  took  their 
regimental  numbers  and  designation  from  that  State,  should  never 
have  been  credited  to  or  commissioned  from  any  one  State.  It 
was  in  all  respects  a  cosmopolitan  organization.  In  its  first  regi- 
ment alone  (Seventieth  New  York)  were  to  be  found  three  compa- 
nies recruited  entirely  in  New  Jersey,  while  two  others  were 
recruited  in  great  part  from  the  same  State — one  company  from 
West  Pennsylvania,  one  from  Michigan,  and  one  from  Massachu- 
setts.    In  the  three  remaining  companies  there  were  a  number  of 
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men  from  New  Jersey  and  Pennsylvania.  The  same  mixed  organ- 
ization prevailed  to  a  greater  or  less  extent  throughout  the  brigade, 
with  the  exception  of  the  Fourth  Regiment,  which  was  recruited 
exclusively  from  the  city  of  New  York.  It  was  computed  at  the 
headquarters  of  the  brigade  in  December,  1861,  that  over  twelve 
hundred  citizens  of  New  Jersey  were  then  serving  in  it.  The 
following  companies  were  exclusively  from  this  State,  and  came 
into  the  brigade  as  completed  organizations :  First  Regiment — 
Company  A,  Captain  J.  M.  Johnson,  afterwards  Captain  B.  W. 
Hoxsey,  recruited  at  Paterson ;  Company  F,  commanded  for  a 
time  by  Captain  J.  M.  McCamly,  of  Newark  ;  Company  I,  Captain 
E.  J.  Ayres,  afterwards  Captain  A.  Belcher,  recruited  at  Paterson ; 
Company  K,  Captain  Frederick  Gruett,  recruited  at  Newark. 
Companies  G,  B  and  D,  commanded  respectively  by  Captains 
O'Reilly,  Mahan  and  Price,  were  at  least  one-half  recruited  in  New 
Jersey.     Second  Regiment  (Seventy-first  New   York) — Company 

D,  Captain  William  H.   Greene,  recruited  in  Newark ;  Company 

E,  Captain  Toler,  raised  in  the  same  city ;  Company  F,  Captain 
Murphy,  raised  in  Orange.  Third  Regiment  (Seventy-second  New 
York) — Company  F,  Captain  Leonard,  recruited  in  Newark,  and 
one  other  company  composed  of  Jerseymen.  Of  the  three  com- 
panies in  the  First  Regiment,  Captain  Johnson,  of  Company  A, 
resigned  in  the  winter  of  1861-2,  and  was  succeeded  by  Captain 
Oakley,  who  in  turn  resigned  in  October,  1862,  and  was  succeeded 
by  Captain  B.  W.  Hoxsey,  who  held  command  as  Captain  of  this 
company  until  its  muster  out  in  July,  1864.  Captain  Ayres,  of 
Company  I,  resigned  at  the  same  date  as  Captain  Johnson,  and 
was  succeeded  by  Captain  Mitchell,  who  was  killed  at  Williams- 
burg May  5,  1862.  Captain  Gruett  remained  with  his  company 
(K)  during  its  whole  term  of  service,  proving  a  most  efficient 
officer,  and  standing  high  in  the  estimation  of  his  superiors.  He 
was  subsequently  made  a  Captain  in  Hancock's  Veteran  Corps,  for 
which  he  recruited  two  companies.  Among  the  first  to  enter  the 
field,  he  discharged  every  duty  faithfully,  and  left  the  service  only 
when  the  enemy  lowered  his  flag  in  surrender.  Of  the  command- 
ers of  the   other  companies,   Captain  Leonard    made   a   brilliant 
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record,  being  promoted  to  the  Majority  and  to  the  Lieutenant- 
Colonelcy  of  his  regiment,  while  Captains  McCamly  and  Toler 
fully  sustained  the  high  reputation  of  New  Jersey  soldiers.  Cap- 
tain Price,  after  service  with  his  regiment,  was  made  Colonel  of 
the  One  Hundred  and  Forty-fifth  New  York.  Captain  Greene 
also  achieved  a  high  reputation  as  a  fearless  and  efficient  officer.1 

The  brigade  at  the  time  it  was  joined  by  the  two  Paterson  com- 
panies, was  crowded  into  the  City  Assembly  Eooms,  No.  444  Broad- 
way, New  York,  and  was  afterwards,  during  the  month  of  May, 
removed,  first  to  the  Ked  House,  at  Harlem,  and  thence  to  Staten 
Island,  before  its  muster  into  service.  The  sufferings  of  the  men 
from  insufficient  clothing,  badly  cooked  food,  and  close  confinement 
to  uncomfortable  and  illy  ventilated  quarters,  from  May  1st  to 
June  1,  1861,  were  not  exceeded  by  those  of  any  one  month  of 
their  active  service  afterwards.  Prom  the  first  General  Sickles  had 
encountered  nothing  but  opposition  from  Governor  Morgan  of  New 
York.  The  clothing  and  rations  so  liberally  supplied  to  all  other 
regiments  then  forming,  were  refused  to  his  brigade,  and  it  was 
only  on  the  pledge  of  the  personal  credit  of  General  Sickles,  that 


1  This  officer  recruited  his  company  at  his  own  expense,  and  was  mustered  into  the 
service  May  1,  1861.  He  participated  with  his  command  in  the  battles  of  Williams- 
burg, Fair  Oaks,  Charles  City  Cross-Roads,  and  the  fighting  of  the  seven  days'  retreat, 
as  well  as  the  engagement  at  Malvern  Hill.  He  was  also  engaged  at  Bristow  Station, 
August  27,  1SG2,  receiving  a  severe  wound  from  a  piece  of  shell,  and  his  Second  Lieu- 
tenant and  several  of  his  men  being  killed.  An  incident  occurred  on  this  occasion 
which  was  most  fortunate  for  Captain  Greene.  Upon  leaving  camp  in  the  morning 
without  breakfast,  his  cook  having  filled  his  canteen  with  hot  coffee,  he  flung  it  over 
his  shoulder,  designing  to  drink  it  when  cool.  But  going  at  a  double-quick,  he  forgot 
all  about  it  until,  while  forming  line  of  battle,  the  canteen  slipped  around  on  his  hip. 
Just  at  that  moment,  a  shell  exploding  near  him,  a  piece  struck  the  canteen  and  lifted 
the  officer  several  feet  in  the  air.  But  for  the  protection  afforded  by  the  canteen, 
doubtless  he  would  have  been  cut  in  two.  As  it  was,  he  sustained  injuries  in  the  hip 
aud  head  which  made  him  a  cripple  for  life.  Subsequently  he  received  a  position  in 
the  Invalid  Corps,  being  recommended  by  Major  General  Hooker,  on  the  ground  that 
his  "services  and  wounds  rendered  him  a  deserving  applicant,  and  one  with  unusual 
claims  upon  the  favorable  consideration  of  the  Government."  Captain  Greene  says  of 
his  company  that  a  braver  body  of  men  never  went  afield,  and  mentions  with  especial 
commendation  Sergeant  Peter  Bleak,  of  Newark.  This  man  was  made  color-bearer 
of  the  re^imeut,  and  in  every  position  displayed  the  coolest  bravery,  serving  out  his 
whole  term,  fortunately  without  receiving  a  single  scratch.  This  company,  with  others, 
was  indebted  to  the  ladies  of  Newark,  and  to  Mr.  Marcus  L.  Ward,  for  many  kindly 
services ;  India  rubber  blankets  and  haversacks  being  supplied  to  the  men  at  a  6eason 
of  sore  necessity. 
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these  supplies  were  obtained.  During  the  month  of  May,  while 
encamped  at  Staten  Island,  many  of  the  men  who  had  worn  out 
their  own  clothing,  and  who  were  not  supplied  with  uniforms,  were 
unable  to  appear  on  drill  from  actual  want  of  the  clothing  to  cover 
their  nakedness.  At  this  time  also  every  journal  in  the  City  of 
New  York,  with  one  exception,  seemed  to  do  its  utmost  to  throw 
every  obstacle  in  the  way  of  the  formation  of  the  brigade  and  to 
discourage  enlistments  in  it.  By  this  course  thousands  of  men  who 
enlisted  in  the  brigade,  becoming  discouraged  at  the  want  of  cloth- 
ing and  the  improbability  of  its  early  muster  into  service,  left  it. 
The  old  members  who  had  come  from  New  York  to  Staten  Island 
with  the  brigade,  seemed  to  have  identified  their  interests  with 
those  of  General  Sickles,  and  were  not  to  be  discouraged  or  with- 
drawn from  the  brigade.  An  entire  company  from  Pennsylvania 
which,  having  joined  afterwards,  left  the  camp,  was  drummed  out 
by  these  men,  with  scoffs  and  abuse.  It  may  be  doubted  whether 
any  public  act  of  Governor  Morgan  was  so  unjust  in  itself  and  so 
productive  of  harm  to  the  interests  of  the  country,  as  his  treatment 
of  this  brigade. 

In  September,  1861,  the  brigade,  which  in  the  meantime  had 
been  incorporated  into  the  division  of  General  Hooker,  and  had 
erected  in  great  part  Fort  Stanton  and  several  other  works  about 
Washington,  marched  with  its  division  into  lower  Maryland  to 
break  up  rebel  organizations  then  being  formed  in  that  State,  and 
after  performing  this  service,  capturing  many  arms,  &c,  returned 
to  its  camp  near  the  Anacostia  bridge,  and  about  two  miles  out 
from  Washington.  In  October  the  division  took  up  a  position  in 
Charles  County,  Maryland,  opposite  the  Cockpit  Point  and  Matthias 
Point  batteries,  forming  the  extreme  left  of  General  McClellan's 
army.  With  the  exception  of  one  or  two  unimportant  expeditions 
into  Virginia,  soon  after  the  evacuation  of  the  rebel  works,  it 
remained  inactive  until  the  army  was  directed  against  Yorktown. 
After  the  evacuation  of  Yorktown,  the  division  of  General  Hooker 
being  in  advance  on  the  main  road  from  Yorktown  to  Williamsburg, 
was  the  first  of  the  Union  infantry  to  come  up  with  the- enemy  at 
the  latter  place  and  attacked  his  skirmishers  in  front  of  the  works, 
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driving  them  in.  The  history  of  that  contest  is  well  known  ;  the 
enemy  finding  himself  pressed  by  inferior  numbers,  turned  and 
gave  battle,  moving  out  from  his  works  and  attacking  the  First  and 
Third  Brigades  with  such  force  as  to  drive  them  back  from  their 
position,  and  passing  the  left  of  their  line,  inflicted  very  heavy  loss, 
capturing  a  battery  which,  from  the  death  of  its  horses,  could  not 
be  removed.  It  was  at  this  moment  when  the  Third  Brigade  (Fifth, 
Sixth,  Seventh  and  Eighth  New  Jersey  Regiments)  were  being 
forced  from  their  line  that  the  Excelsior  Brigade,  or  rather  its  First 
Eegiment,  was  brought  into  the  heavy  "  slashing"  on  the  left  of 
the  road,  and  wds  formed  parallel  to  it  to  check  the  advance  of  the 
enemy  towards  the  road.  The  regiment  was  at  once  ordered  to 
commence  firing,  but  never  received  another  order  in  the  fight;  for 
over  two  hour3  it  stood  in  the  darkness  of  its  own  smoke,  and  when 
its  ammunition  was  exhausted,  the  survivors  supplied  themselves 
from  the  cartridge-boxes  of  the  dead.  It  held  its  line  until  the 
enemy  actually  advanced  over  it.  Going  into  the  fight  with  six 
hundred  and  fifty  men,  it  lost  three  hundred  and  fifty-one  in  killed, 
wounded  and  missing.  Nine  officers  and  ninety-six  men  of  this 
regiment  were  buried  the  next  morning.  The  other  regiments  of 
the  brigade  were  moved  up  in  succession,  and  only  suffered  less 
because  the  enemy's  efforts  were  much  weakened  by  the  prolonged 
resistance  of  the  First  Regiment.  The  loss  of  the  four  regiments 
of  the  brigade  in  this  action  amounted  to  upwards  of  eight  hundred 
men.  The  New  Jersey  troops  in  the  brigade  suffered  particularly ; 
the  loss  in  Company  A,  of  the  First  Regiment,  commanded  by 
Captain  (then  Lieutenant)  Hoxsey,  was  the  largest  of  any  company 
in  the  brigade,  amounting  to  forty-one  out  of  sixty.  Of  the  two 
commissioned  and  nine  non-commissioned  officers  of  this  company, 
Lieutenant  Hoxsey  was  wounded,  Lieutenant  Kilburn  killed,  two 
out  of  three  sergeants  killed  and  one  wounded,  and  all  six  of  the 
corporals  killed.  Both  of  the  other  New  Jersey  companies  suffered 
largely.  Company  K,  Captain  Gruett,  lost  twenty  killed  and 
wounded,  Lieutenant  George  Robinson  being  among  the  latter,  sus- 
taining two  severe  wounds.  [This  officer,  before  his  wounds  healed, 
returned  to  the  field,  and  at  Gettysburg  was  again  wounded,  subse- 
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quently  dying  from  his  injuries.  Few  braver  men  than  Lieutenant 
Pobinson  ever  drew  sword.]  Private  Mott  McCann,  while  bravely 
trying  to  seize  the  enemy's  colors,  was  riddled  with  bullets,  and 
fell  dead  only  a  few  feet  from  the  rebel  line. 

At  Fair  Oaks,  the  New  Jersey  companies  again  came  in  for  a 
heavy  share  of  the  loss.  Throughout  the  whole  campaign  of  the 
Peninsula  and  the  unfortunate  campaign  of  Pope,  terminating  with 
the  second  Bull  Run,  these  troops  bore  a  conspicuous  part.  At 
Bristow  Station,  August  27,  1862,  the  loss  of  New  Jersey  soldiers 
was  again  heavy.  Lieutenant  Hoxsey,  coming  to  the  command  of 
the  regiment  during  the  action,  was  severely  wounded  through  the 
hip  while  ordering  its  advance.  Throughout  the  campaigns  of 
Chancellorsville,  Gettysburg,  Mine  Eun  and  the  grand  final  cam- 
paign of  General  Grant  from  the  Eapidan  to  Petersburg,  this  bri- 
gade, side  by  side  with  the  Second  New  Jersey  Brigade,  emulated 
its  gallantry,  and  is  entitled  to  equal  praise. 

Of  the  two  companies,  numbering  two  hundred  and  ten  men, 
recruited  at  Paterson,  about  fifty  returned  at  the  expiration  of  their 
term  of  service ;  four-fifths  of  the  remainder  died  on  the  field  of 
battle,  or  lingered  in  hospitals  till  death  ended  their  sufferings. 
The  losses  of  the  other  companies  were  no  less  severe.  The  people 
of  New  Jersey  should  remember  that  this  brigade,  although  not 
representing  their  State,  has  represented  their  valor,  and  should  be 
proud  of  the  reputation  of  a  command  composed  so  largely  of  Jer- 
seymen — which  for  three  long  years  was  always  side  by  side  with 
the  best  of  its  troops.  Nor  should  the  fact  of  their  leaving  the 
State  to  seek  service  militate  against  them.  Their  only  object  in 
so  doing  was  to  get  more  quickly  into  service,  and  their  patriotism 
was  larger  than  the  limits  of  their  State.  Whatever  their  mistake 
in  this  matter  may  have  been,  they  paid  its  penalty  in  being 
deprived  of  the  liberal  assistance  provided  by  the  State  for  its  sol- 
diers in  the  field.  It  should  be  added  that  many  of  those  who 
survived  the  expiration  of  the  term  of  enlistment,  again  entered 
the  service  in  other  organizations,  while  others,  members  of  the 
First  Pegiment,  desiring  to  remain  in  the  field,  were  attached  to  the 
Eighty-second  New  York  and  remained  with  it  until  Lee's  sur- 
render. 
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The  Jerseymen  who  served  with  Sickles,  were  not  the  only  men 
from  this  State  who  were  connected  with  New  York  organizations. 
Two  companies  of  the  Harris  Light  Cavalry  (A.andB),  were  raised 
in  Sussex  County  by  General  Kilpatrick,  and  gallantly  maintained 
the  reputation  of  their  native  State.  The  original  officers  were : 
Captain,  A.  N.  Duffie;  First  Lieutenant,  George  Y.  Griggs  ;  Second 
Lieutenant,  Benjamin  Gregory,  Company  A  ;  Captain,  E.  F.  Cook ; 
First  Lieutenant,  Henry  Gwinton  ;  Second  Lieutenant,  George  Fall, 
Company  B.  Of  these,  Cooke,  Griggs  and  Gwinton,  were  from 
Sussex  County;  Gregory  from  Jersey  City,  and  Duffie  and  Fall 
were  foreigners.  After  a  short  encampment  at  Scarsdale,  New 
York,  Kilpatrick  took  the  squadron  to  Washington,  with  other 
companies,  and  in  a  few  weeks  the  regiment  was  one  thousand  and 
two  hundred  strong.  About  the  last  of  September,  the  Sussex 
squadron  was  sent  with  Baker's  Brigade  to  Poolesville,  Maryland, 
and  was  present  at  the  disastrous  light  of  Ball's  Bluff.  Though 
not  in  action,  the  squadron  rendered  valuable  service  in  getting  the 
wounded  back  across  the  river. 

After  Baker's  death,  which  was  much  deplored  by  this  squad- 
ron on  account  of  his  fatherly  care  over  the  men,  the  companies 
marched  back  to  Washington  and  rejoined  the  regiment,  which  by 
an  order  of  Secretary  Cameron  was  now  called  the  Seventh  United 
States  Cavalry.  This  order  was  recalled  two  weeks  later  and  the 
commanding  officer  was  ordered  to  report  to  the  Governor  of  New 
York,  to  have  his  regiment  numbered  with  others  of  that  State. 
For  a  while  the  regiment  was  called  the  Seventh  ISTew  York,  at  the 
request  of  the  Colonel,  but  it  was  soon  officially  named  the  Second 
New  York  Cavalry;  the  "Harris  Light"  being  still  the  popular 
name,  and  the  one  dearest  to  the  men. 

The  first  action  of  any  importance  in  which  the  squadron  was 
engaged,  occurred  on  the  Falmouth  Road,  in  April,  1862.  The 
Jerseymen  were  in  the  advance,  and  behaved  most  handsomely, 
driving  the  enemy  back  upon  Falmouth,  with  the  assistance  of  the 
battalion  under  Major  (afterwards  Major  General)  Davies.  At  mid- 
night the  squadron  also  took  part  in  the  famous  charge  upon  the 
rebel  barricades,  and  at  daylight,  next  morning,  entered  Falmouth. 
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After  the  occupation  of  Fredericksburg  it  was  engaged  in  several 
scouts.  About  the  First  of  May,  Duffie's  Battalion,  consisting,  of 
this  and  another  squadron,  was  detached  as  body-guard  to  Major- 
General  McDowell,  and  remained  with  that  officer  until  after  the 
Second  Bull  Eun  Battle — being  the  first  to  fire  upon  the  enemy  on 
that  field.  During  this  battle  Lieutenant  Griggs  and  twenty  of  his 
men  acted  as  escort  to  General  Fitz  John  Porter,  and  while  riding 
across  the  field  (Saturday,  August  30th)  discovered  the  dead  body 
of  Lieutenant  Frederick  Compton,  of  Newark,  who  had  gone  out 
voluntarily  the  previous  night  to  find  a  squadron  which  had  been 
cut  off  in  the  darkness.  After  the  reverses  at  Bull  Run  and  Chan- 
tilly,  the  squadron  followed  the  First  Corps  into  Marjdand,  and  was 
present  at  the  Battles  of  South  Mountain  and  Antietam,  though  not 
engaged  in  either.  Returning  to  the  regiment  in  October,  the 
squadron  operated  with  the  First  New  Jersey  Cavalry,  remaining 
in  the  same  brigade  until  the  Cavalry  Corps  was  organized. 

Early  in  the  spring  of  1863,  Kilpatrick  made  the  first  famous 
raid  upon  Richmond,  with  the  Harris  Light  Cavalry.  The  men  of 
Sussex,  as  usual,  took  an  important  part  in  that  expedition,  and  it 
was  a  Sussex  officer  who  carried  the  flag  almost  into  the  rebel 
Capital. 

The  Harris  Light  Cavalry  rejoined  the  Army  of  the  Potomac 
about  the  1st  of  June  following,  and  Kilpatrick,  now  commanding 
a  brigade  in  Gregg's  Division,  moved  south  across  Kelley's  Ford 
on  the  morning  of  the  memorable  9th  of  June,  in  conjunction  with 
similar  movements  at  the  upper  fords  by  the  whole  corps.  The 
division  under  General  Duffie  (formerly  Captain  of  Company  A) 
moved  off  rapidly  out  of  sight  towards  Stevensburg,  and  was  not 
seen  again  until  after  the  great  fight.  With  this  exception,  the 
whole  cavalry  corps  of  each  army  was  engaged,  and  doubtless,  but 
for  the  absence  of  this  division,  the  battle  would  have  been  won 
by  us.  Kilpatrick  marched  rapidly  towards  Brandy  Station,  and 
soon  came  in  sight  of  the  enemy,  massed  on  the  west  side  of  the 
railroad.  "At  once  forming  his  brigade,  under  a  heavy  artillery 
fire,''  (we  quote  the  language  of  a  participant)  "  Kilpatrick  moved 
across  the  fields,  in  echelon  of  Regiment — the  First  Maine  on  the 
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right,  tlic  Harris  Light  in  the  center,  and  the  Tenth  New  York  on 
the  left.  This  brought  the  Harris  Light  directly  in  range  of  the 
massed  rebels  beyond  the  railroad.  When  nearing  at  a  full  gallop 
it  was  discovered  that  a  deep  ravine  intervened  between  the  regi- 
ment and  the  railroad,  which  brought  the  command  to  a  halt, 
under  a  most  galling  fire  from  the  enemy  on  the  high  ground  in 
front.  In  the  confusion  which  followed,  voices  were  heard  calling 
the  command  to  the  left,  and  some  of  the  officers,  believing  that  a 
crossing  place  had  been  found,  gave  orders  to  move  to  the  left ; 
but  at  this  moment,  White's  rebel  battalion  was  crossing  at  that 
point  on  a  counter- charge,  to  strike  our  flank.  Supposing  the 
order  to  mean  an  attack  upon  this  force,  the  men  rushed  wildly 
after  it,  and  smashed  right  into  the  head  of  the  Tenth  New  York, 
advancing  in  the  order  above  mentioned  This  not  only  broke  up 
the  Harris  Light,  but  also  the  Tenth  New  York,  which  has  suffered 
unjustly  much  of  the  blame  of  this  unfortunate  blunder.  But  one 
squadron,  Captain  Mitchell's  (including  Company  B,  of  the  old 
Sussex  squadron),  remained  with  Davies,  the  heroic  commander  of 
the  Harris  Light,  who  had  gallantly  cleared  the  ravine,  and  faced 
alone  the  rebel  host.  Unhorsed  instantly,  he  still  stood  ever  the 
body  of  his  beloved  :  Buckskin,'  and  parried  every  blow  aimed  at 
him  by  the  eager  rebels.  Once,  with  consummate  skill,  he  caught 
the  saber  of  a  strong  and  muscular  officer  and  sent  it  whirling  into 
the  air.  Mitchell  soon  reached  Davies,  and  the  First  Maine  swinsr- 
ing  around,  the  rebels  gave  way.  Mitchell  retook  the  guns  lost  by 
Colonel  Wyndham,  on  the  left  of  Kilpatrick,  but  could  not  hold 
them.  Captain  Griggs  started,  after  the  regiment  had  been  rallied, 
to  recover  these  guns,  but  Davies,  having  no  support,  recalled  him." 
A  week  later,  the  Harris  Light  removed,  at  Aldie,  every  stain 
of  the  blunder  of  Brandy  Station.  The  squadron  which  had  been 
accused  of  leading  that  affair  was  selected  by  Kilpatrick  to  charge 
a  body  of  sharpshooters,  who,  posted  behind  haystacks  in  a 
meadow  below  the  town,  poured  a  destructive  fire  into  the  brigade 
forming  on  the  hills  to  the  right.  With  desperate  courage  the 
squadron  dashed  down  the  hill,  across  the  meadow,  over  ditches, 
right  upon  the  stacks.     A  hundred  more  sharpshooters  concealed 
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in  a  large  ditch  near  by,  now  opened  upon  the  gallant  squadron. 
Unable  to  return  this  fire,  they  stood  and  fought  those  around  the 
stacks  until  more  than  one-half  had  fallen.  In  a  few  moments 
Captain  Gwinton  charged  to  the  support  of  the  doomed  squadron, 
and  Kilpatrick  rushed  the  Sixth  Ohio  down  the  hill  to  the  rescue. 
Perceiving  at  last  where  the  deadly  fire  came  from,  Gwinton's  com- 
mand headed  straight  for  the  ditch,  to  the  right  of  the  stacks. 
The  Sixth  Ohio  went  to  the  left,  and  the  enemy  was  captured 
almost  before  he  knew  of  the  reinforcement.  Lieutenants  "Whita- 
ker  and  Martinson  and  many  others  fell  in  this  charge,  while  Lieu- 
tenant Eaymond  and  the  larger  part  of  the  squadron  were  wounded- 
Only  nineteen  men  of  those  who  first  charged  the  stacks  came 
away  unhurt,  and  these,  with  a  few  others,  two  days  later,  charged 
a  stone  wall,  from  which  a  regiment  had  just  been  repulsed. 

Other  portions  of  the  Harris  Light  distinguished  themselves  at 
Aldie.  Captain  Griggs  not  only  fought  his  command  effectively. 
but  dared  to  order  the  commander  of  another  regiment  to  attack 
the  enemy,  who  was  gaining  on  our  right.  A  sergeant  of  the 
Harris  Light  (Wurt  Cunningham — afterwards  promoted  and  killed) 
also  pointed  out  to  the  same  officer  how  he  could  successfully  use 
his  command,  and  between  Griggs  and  Cunningham  much  good 
was  done.  Nearly  all  the  Jersey  officers  were  complimented  for 
their  behavior  in  this  fight,  which  was  participated  in  by  Kilpat- 
rick's  Brigade  on  our  side  and  Fitz  Hugh  Lee's  on  the  other,  and 
was  a  great  success  for  our  troops. 

In  the  succeeding  lights  between  Aldie  and  the  Blue  Ridge,  in 
which  the  whole  corps  were  employed,  none  fought  more  bravely 
than  the  Jerseymen  of  the  Harris  Light  Cavalry.  Kilpatrick  was 
the  soul  of  those  brilliant  conflicts,  and  he  did  not  hesitate  to  push 
forward  his  own  "  pet"  regiment  in  every  emergency  which  de- 
manded great  nerve  and  boldness,  and  in  no  case  was  his  faith  dis- 
honored. For  days  the  cavalry  of  the  contending  armies  fought 
desperately,  but  at  last,  the  rebel  trains  being  safely  beyond  the 
mountain,  Stuart  slipped  through  Ashby's  Gap,  and  dared  us  to 
enter  it,  while  our  cavalry,  countermarching,  made  for  Poolesville, 
and  followed  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  towards  Pennsylvania. 
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Gwinton  and  Griggs,  with  their  companies,  were  sent  to  Wash- 
ington to  escort  surplus  baggage  and  horses.  After  performing 
this  duty — in  a  column  from  the  Dismounted  Camp,  comman- 
ded by  Major  Fry,  of  a  Pennsylvania  regiment — they  started 
to  rejoin  the  corps  at  Poolesville.  Pry,  hearing  from  General 
Halleck's  scouts,  that  a  small  forage  party  of  the  enemy  had 
crossed  at  Seneca  Falls,  when  near  Rockville,  requested  Griggs, 
(Gwinton  being  temporarily  absent,)  to  go  after  them.  Coming 
soon  upon  a  small  body  of  rebels  similar  to  that  described  by  the 
scouts,  Lieutenant  A.  C.  Shafer,  in  command  of  Griggs'  advance 
guard,  charged  and  drove  it  back  towards  the  river.  This  body  of 
rebels  grew  larger  as  it  fell  back,  and  Griggs  soon  was  fighting  a 
brigade  instead  of  a  forage  party.  After  a  short  fight,  the  little 
squadron  was  compelled  to  fly,  leaving  nearly  half  of  Griggs'  own 
company  wounded.  Stuart  was  so  greatly  deceived  by  this  affair 
as  to  believe  Kilpatrick's  Division  was  in  his  front,  and  passing 
through  Rockville,  he  turned  towards  the  Monocacy  without  touch- 
ing the  communications  between  Washington  and  the  North.  Fry, 
upon  Griggs'  return  to  the  column,  hastened  to  Washington  with 
the  news  of  Stuart's  crossing,  and  the  gallant  little  fight — which 
Stuart  admitted  had  delayed  the  rebels  an  hour  and  a  half. 

Meantime,  Kilpatrick,  now  in  command  of  a  splendid  division 
of  cavalr}-,  was  operating  in  the  direction  of  the  Pennsylvania  line, 
but  hearing  that  Stuart  had  struck  the  railroad  at  Monocacy  Bridge, 
he  turned  to  give  him  battle.  A  most  desperate  fight  ensued, 
resulting  in  the  withdrawal  of  Stuart's  Corps  from  his  front.  In 
the  short  Gettysburg  campaign,  Kilpatrick,  unable  to  get  the 
Harris  Light  transferred  to  his  new  command,  borrowed  the  regi- 
ment from  Gregg,  and  worked  it  so  hard  that  but  a  remnant  was 
left  to  return  to  the  latter.  Kilpatrick  fought  in  fifteen  days 
almost  as  many  battles.,  capturing  forty-five  hundred  prisoners, 
nine  guns  and  eleven  battle-flags. 

Changes  had  constantly  been  going  on  in  the  Harris  Light,  and 

a  number  of  the  Jerseymen  who  went  out  in  the  ranks  now  wore 

the  uniform  of  officers.     Kilpatrick,  first  Lieutenant-Colonel,  then 

Colonel,  was  now  a  Brigadier-General,  and  in  command  of  a  divi- 
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sion — doubtless  the  youngest  man  with  so  large  a  command  in  the 
army.  Cooke  was  a  Major,  Griggs  and  Gwinton  Captains,  and  a 
number  of  the  Sussex  Sergeants  were  now  First  and  Second  Lieu- 
tenants, while  the  squadron  was  scattered  throughout  the  regiment. 

Kilpatrick  persistently  begged  for  his  old  regiment,  declaring 
that  it  was  necessary  to  his  success  that  he  should  have  it.  Finally 
an  order  came  to  Cooke,  then  in  command,  to  report  his  regiment 
to  Kilpatrick  for  permanent  assignment  to  the  Third  Cavalry  Divi- 
sion, and  in  this  incomparable  division  the  regiment  remained  until 
the  end  of  the  war,  as  necessary  a  part  of  it  as  any  organization 
connected  with  it. 

Early  in  September  Kilpatrick  moved  down  the  Rappahannock 
and  destroyed  the  two  gunboats  captured  from  our  navy  a  short 
time  before.  Soon  after  this  affair,  in  the  same  month,  the  whole 
corps  crossed  the  Rappahannock,  Kilpatrick  striking  the  enemy's 
outpost  near  Brandy  Station,  driving  everthing  before  him,  while 
Buford,  far  to  the  right,  made  direct  for  Culpepper.  When  near 
the  town  he  endeavored  to  swing  around  upon  it  from  the  Sperry- 
ville  road,  but  met  with  determined  resistance.  At  a  gallop  the 
Third  Division  closed  up  on  the  flying  rebels  in  its  front,  and  sud- 
denly appeared  on  the  hills  just  in  front  of  Culpepper,  around 
which  Stuart's  whole  corps,  in  gorgeous  array,  was  drawn  up  in 
order  of  battle,  breathlessly  awaiting  Buford's  assault.  While 
from  Kilpatrick's  band  the  grand  music  of  the  Star  Spangled  Ban- 
ner floated  over  the  field,  firing  the  hearts  of  men  and  nerving  all 
to  deeds  of  valor,  a  battalion  of  the  Harris  Light,  led  by  Captain 
Griggs,  and  embracing  nearly  all  the  Sussex  men,  dashed  ahead  of 
all  other  troops,  across  the  creek,  straight  upon  the  rebel  battery. 
A  short  death-struggle  and  Griggs  was  the  proud  captor  of  two 
Blakeley  guns,  and  nearly  all  the  men  of  the  battery.  And  now 
Buford,  wheeling  around  upon  the  town,  swept  the  rebels  away  in 
wild  confusion.  Rallying  once  again  beyond  the  hills,  the  rebels 
turned  upon  the  Harris  Light,  which  alone  was  in  sight,  and  made 
a  desperate  rush  to  cut  it  off — but  it  was  not  to  be  caught  thus. 
Quickly  falling  back  it  was  soon  relieved  by  Buford's  advancing 
columns.    General  George  A.  Custer,  whose  brigade  was  not  actively 
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engaged,  rode  forward  and  charged  with  Griggs'  battalion  upon  the 
battery  and  beyond  the  town,  receiving  a  severe  bullet  hole  through 
his  leg. 

Later  in  September,  Kilpatrick  and  Buford  had  an  encounter 
with  Stuart,  far  south  of  Madison  Court  House,  in  which  the 
Harris  Light  was  badly  cut  up,  by  getting  across  the  path  of  a 
brigade  retreating  before  Buford.  Early  in  October,  as  General 
Lee  commenced  his  movement  towards  Sperryville,  on  our  right 
flank,  General  Kilpatrick  was  pushed  well  out  towards  Madison 
Court  House,  to  observe  the  manceuvers  of  the  enemy,  and  to 
cover  the  retreat  of  our  army,  which,  was  falling  back  across  the 
Rappahannock,  and  severe  skirmishing  followed  for  several  days. 
At  daylight  on  the  11th  October,  a  day  never  to  be  forgotten  in 
the  history  of  the  Third  Division,  Kilpatrick  cautiously  drew 
away  from  the  enemy  and  followed  our  retreating  army.  Pleas- 
anton,  at  Culpepper,  halted  Kilpatrick  south  of  the  town,  and 
directed  him  to  send  a  good  officer  with  a  squadron  back  upon  the 
road,  to  penetrate  the  enemy's  lines  and  clevelope  their  intentions. 
The  ominous  silence  which  reigned  over  those  hills,  betokened  the 
coming  storm,  for  in  the  Harris  Light  there  were  men  who  had 
discovered  the  enemy's  cavalry  creeping  around  our  flank  the  pre- 
vious night.  Captain  Griggs  (with  his  own  and  one  Sussex  com- 
pany) was  selected  by  General  Davies  for  this  most  hazardous 
expedition.  Soon  after  he  had  started,  the  enemy  appeared  on  all 
sides  of  the  division,  and  Kilpatrick,  alarmed  for  Griggs'  safety, 
sent  scouts  back  to  recall  him  ;  but  it  was  too  late.  Surrounded 
and  cut  off,  with  a  division  of  cavalry  closed  in  between  him  and 
Kilpatrick,  Griggs  had  barely  time  to  direct  his  men  to  fly  to  the 
right,  when  a  bullet  entered  his  brain  and  he  dropped  from  the 
saddle,  a  victim  to  a  cruel  order.  Thus  died  one  of  ISTew  Jersey's 
noblest  sons,  an  honor  to  his  State  and  a  bright  ornament  to  his 
regiment.  And  now  commenced  a  wonderful  spectacle.  Across 
the  fields  towards  Brandy  Station,  three  long  columns  of  horsemen 
moved  rapidly,  apparently  unheeding  each  Other,  while  to  the  rear 
a  dense  column  of  infantry,  moving  through  clouds  of  dust, 
hurried  on  after  the  cavalry.     The  latter  was  A.  P.  Hill's  Corps — 
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one-third  of  the  rebel  army.  On  the  right,  and  nearest  Brandy 
Station,  heading  off  the  center  column,  marched  Fitz  Hugh  Lee's 
rebel  division.  To  the  left,  in  plain  view  of  the  center,  with  colors 
floating  gayly  over  the  column,  rode  Stuart  and  Wade  Hampton, 
at  the  head  of  the  rest  of  the  Confederate  cavalry.  In  the  center, 
unappalled  by  the  fearful  hosts  around  them,  with  desperate  cour- 
age and  proud  bearing,  rode  the  dauntless  heroes  of  the  Third 
Cavalry  Division  of  the  Union  army.  Brandy  Station  was  the 
point,  to  reach  which  every  nerve  was  strained.  Fitz  Hugh 
Lee  reached  it  first,  Then,  cut  off  from  the  Union  army,  which 
lay  behind  the  Eappahannock,  but  five  miles  away,  the  Third 
Division  turned  to  fight  one-half  of  the  rebel  host !  Unmindful 
of  the  furious  ure  of  Fitz  Hugh  Lee's  guns,  that  division  turned 
its  back  upon  them,  and,  Kilpatrick  leading,  dashed  against  Wade 
Hampton  with  such  wild,  mad  fury,  that  the  boasted  chivalry 
shrank  back  in  dismay.  A  brave,  imposing  looking  officer  rallied 
his  brigade  and  made  a  dash  at  Davies,  who  with  a  little  handful 
of  the  Harris  Light,  was  fighting  around  the  depot,  "Bring 
those  colors  here!"  shouted  Gwinton,  riding  towards  the  brow  of 
the  hill  facing  this  brigade.  Around  the  tattered  flags  of  the 
Harris  Light  gathered  a  little  band,  which  met  the  coming  foe  and 
sent  them  reeling  back  to  their  line,  leaving  their  gallant  leader 
prostrate  before  our  men.  Still  furiously  raged  the  fight.  Gath- 
ering his  command  closer  around  his  guns,  Kilpatrick,  undismayed 
by  the  fearful  odds,  hurled  back  every  charge,  while  about  the 
battery  men  hacked  away  at  each  other  remorselessly.  Elders 
three-inch  iron  guns  mowed  great  gaps  through  the  rebel  ranks, 
and  all  the  enemy's  artillery  concentrated  upon  them  only  disabled 
one  gun.  All  through  the  fight  this  battery  never  ceased  to  pour 
its  shot  and  shell  upon  the  enemy.  At  times  the  guns  became  so 
hot  that  the  men  were  obliged  to  pause  temporarily  to  let  them 
cool.  Elder,  contemptuously  indifferent  to  the  enemy  all  about 
him,  held  his  revolver  over  his  own  men  and  swore  he  would  shoot 
the  first  who  faltered.  With  terrible  oaths  and  howls  of  pain  the 
division  fought  on,  nor  thought  of  flight  or  surrender.  Hour  after 
hour  flew  by,  and  still  the  fight  of  three  thousand  against  a  small 
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army  raged  unceasingly.  At  last,  -when  ammunition  was  exhausted 
and  the  field  was  covered  with  the  dead  and  dying,  the  wild  shriek 
of  twelve-pounders  rang  out  loud  above  the  din  of  battle,  and 
shells  whizzed  through  the  air  and  burst  and  crashed  into  the  rebel 
ranks.  Turning,  Kilpatrick's  weary  troopers  beheld  Buford's 
Division  spread  across  the  plain  in  splendid  order — flags  flying, 
bugles  sounding,  lines  advancing,  batteries  shrieking  death  to  the 
foe.  Curses  were  changed  to  cheers,  as  Buforcl,  with  stoical  calm- 
ness, advanced  with  his  staff  to  the  extreme  front,  removed  the 
cigar  from  his  lips,  and  coolly  surveyed  the  mingled  masses  in 
front.  Before  his  brigades  came  over  the  hill  behind  him,  the 
rebels  nervously  shrank  back  and  took  position  on  the  defensive. 
Grandly  the  superb  First  Division  marched  up  to  its  work,  sweep- 
ing back  Fitz  Hugh  Lee  from  the  flank  and  delivering  its  fire  into 
the  enemy  in  front.  Stuart  no  longer  desired  to  fight,  and  quietly^ 
at  dusk,  our  cavalry  turned  and  marched  away  with  their  wounded. 

About  the  22d  of  October,  Kilpatrick  was  again  cut  off  by  the 
whole  of  Stuart's  Corps,  at  Buckland  Mills,  but,  by  adroit  coolness, 
managed  to  slip  away,  after  a  severe  struggle,  in  which  he  inflicted 
as  much  damage  upon  the  enemy  as  his  command  suffered.  Soon 
after  this,  Kilpatrick  again  crossed  to  the  south  of  the  Eappahan- 
nock,  and  after  several  skirmishes  settled  down  into  winter  camp 
at  Stevensburg. 

On  the  28th  of  February,  1864,  Kilpatrick  started  on  the  great 
raid  to  Kichmond,  with  four  thousand  cavalry.  A  selected  party 
of  five  hundred  and  fifty  men  under  Colonel  Dahlgren  and  Lieu. 
tenant-Colonel  Cooke,  moved  away  from  the  division  on  indepen- 
dent roads,  passing  Spottsylvania  Court  House  at  daylight  of  the 
20th,  and  Frederick  Hall  at  noon — where  in  full  sight  of  Lee's 
Reserve  Artillery  Camp  they  captured  an  entire  Court-Martial 
detail,  attendants,  kc.  Continuing  the  march,  without  rest,  this 
party  crossed  the  South  Anna  about  dusk  and  halted  a  little 
after  midnight  near  Goochland  Court  House.  Resuming  the  march 
at  three  o'clock,  a.  m.,  Tuesday,  the  1st  of  March,  Dahlgren's 
guide — a  negro  sent  from  Meade's  Headquarters — assured  him  that 
the  Ferry  (or  Ford)  across  the  James  was  but  five  miles  away. 
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After  marching  five  hours  and  not  reaching  the  river,  Dahlgren's 
suspicions  of  the  negro's  treachery  becoming  very  strong,  he 
threatened  him  with  instant  death.  The  negro  pleaded  for  another 
hour,  promising  to  bring  the  column  to  a  crossing  within  that  time. 
DahJgren  gave  the  respite,  but  his  scouts  having  reported  nothing 
but  a  scow  ferry  on  the  river,  and  that  many  miles  from  where  he 
had  supposed  himself  to  be,  he,  at  the  end  of  the  hour,  hung  the 
negro  to  a  tree  by  the  roadside.  The  poor  fellow  protested  his 
innocence  to  the  last,  and  the  mystery  of  his  conduct  has  never 
yet  been  cleared  away.  Foiled  in  his  attempt  to  cross  the  James, 
and  burning  with  a  desire  to  win  imperishable  renown  by  some 
unequalled  act  of  daring,  Dahlgren  determined  that  night  to  attack 
.Richmond  from  the  north  bank  of  the  river,  and  by  desperate 
charges  to  stampede  the  militia,  supposed  to  be  holding  the  city. 
His  first  fight  began  about  dark,  and  about  six  miles  irom  the  city. 
He  literally  rode  over  the  city  troops  until  within  three  miles  of 
the  Capital,  when  he  was  met  by  such  a  desperate  fire  as  to  check 
his  further  advance.  Against  the  advice  of  Cooke  he  urged  on 
his  men  by  jeers  and  taunts,  until  at  last,  finding  it  impossible  to 
move  the  enemy,  he  gave  up  the  useless  sacrifice  of  life,  and  en- 
deavored in  the  darkness  to  collect  his  scattered  trooDS.  Calling 
for  volunteers  to  cover  the  retreat — which  alone  was  responded  to 
by  a  small  party  of  the  Harris  Light — Dahlgren  started  away,  and 
the  word  was  passed  among  the  men  to  fall  into  the  road  and  fol- 
low. A  detachment  of  the  First  Maine,  coming  into  the  road  and 
not  knowing  of  the  order  to  retreat,  unconsciously  cut  the  column 
in  two,  by  halting  to  await  orders.  The  night  was  intensely  dark, 
and  when  it  was  discovered  that  Dahlgren  and  Cooke  had  marched 
on  with  about  a  hundred  men,  scouts  were  sent  out  to  find  his  trail, 
and  the  column  moved  along  on  the  main  road.  Dahlgren  turned 
into  a  by-road  and  did  not  miss  the  remainder  of  his  column  until 
near  Hungary  Station.  Disappointed  in  not  finding  Kilpatrick 
here,  as  expected,  the  Colonel  destroyed  most  of  his  baggage,  and 
not  waiting  to  hear  from  his  lost  column,  started  towards  the  Pa- 
munkey,  which  he  crossed,  and  also  the  Mattapony.  When  near 
King  and   Queen  Court-house,   he  was   surrounded  (Wednesday 
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night,  the  2d),  himself  killed  and  nearly  all  the  rest  captured — 
Cooke  and  others  being  hunted  down  with  blood-houms. 

The  other  part  of  this  column  was  more  fortunate.  Failing  to 
get  on  Dahlgren's  trail,  the  party  moved  up  the  main  road.  Car:::.:' 
J.  F.  B.  Mitchell  (Harris  Light)  having  assumed  command — until 
running  into  a  rebel  camp,  they  were  forced  to  countermarch,  and 
seek  some  other  route.  Marching  back  towards  Richmond,  the 
road  being  full  of  the  straggling  militia  they  had  captured  in  the 
fight  and  had  released,  the  party  finally  struck  into  a  road  towards 
Hungary  Station.  Wandering  along  until  midnight.  Mitchell  dis- 
covered that  the  enemy  was  just  behind  his  column  in  hot  pur- 
suit. Turning  into  a  lane,  and  marching  across  a  field,  a  swamp 
was  found,  in  which  the  hunted  party  concealed  themselves.  Here, 
after  a  rebel  cavalry  regiment  had  passed  by — as  they  thought,  in 
full  chase — three  men  of  the  Harris  Light  went  out  to  look  for 
Hungary  Station.  Returning  in  two  or  three  hours,  and  reporting 
no  Union  troops  in  the  neighborhood  of  Hungary,  it  was  deter- 
mined to  strike  out  again  and  trust  in  Providence  to  lead  the  party 
out  of  its  troubles.  A  negro  was  procured  who  carefully  led  the 
party  around  the  rebel  regiment,  which  failing  to  find  Mitchell's 
party  had  gone  into  camp  on  the  road.  Circling  around  Hungary, 
the  party  after  daylight  on  Wednesday,  struck  the  Brook  Pike, 
and  moved  towards  Richmond,  hoping  to  hear  of  Kilpatrick.  Soon 
running  into  the  enemy,  another  retrograde  march  was  made  down 
the  Brook  Pike,  but  finding  that  Wade  Hampton's  Cavalry  were 
on  this  road,  it  became  necessary  to  get  off  of  it  also.  A  small 
road  was  eventually  found,  leading  to  an  obscure  ford  ontheChick- 
ahominy,  into  which  the  little  command  joyfully  turned.  Coming 
upon  a  party  of  laborers,  clearing  away  the  debris  of  a  train  of 
cars  destroyed  by  Kilpatrick  the  day  before,  they  were  compelled  by 
threats  to  tell  all  they  knew  of  Kilpatrick's  whereabouts.  Selecti ::  r 
an  intelligent  old  man,  Captain  Mitchell  gave  him  a  horse  and 
made  him  show  him  the  ford.  When  safely  across  it,  out  of  sight 
of  his  neighbors,  the  guide  declared  his  love  for  the  L'nion.  and 
gladly  gave  Mitchell  much  valuable  information  about  the  enemy 
and  the  roads  leading  down  the  Peninsula.     It  had  been  decided 
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to  take  the  chances  of  reaching  Williamsburg,  and  the  command, 
carefully  avoiding  unnecessary  fighting,  hurried  on  towards  the 
"Williamsburg  road.  A  little  charge  was  sufficient  to  clear  the 
cross  roads,  and  Kilpatrick's  broad  trail  was  discovered.  Gladly 
following  the  burning  fences — set  on  fire  by  Kilpatrick  in  order 
that  if  any  of  Dahlgren's  party  should  get  on  this  road  they  might 
know  unmistakably  that  he  was  near  by — the  command  marched 
rapidly  down  the  road.  In  the  afternoon,  when  it  was  hoped 
momentarily  to  overtake  Kilpatrick's  rear  guard,  a  new  danger 
suddenly  appeared.  Bradley  Johnson's  rebel  legion,  following 
Kilpatrick,  had  discovered  Mitchell's  party,  and  as  it  entered  a 
dense  woods,  opened  a  heavy  volley  upon  it.  Eecoiling  from  this 
unexpected  shock,  the  situation  was  soon  comprehended.  The 
party  determined  to  make  one  more  effort,  and  closing  up  together 
dashed  against  the  woods  as  fast  as  their  jaded  horses  could  go. 
The  rebels  were  broken  and  fled,  carrying  away  twenty-one  of  the 
party,  however,  who  had  been  unhorsed  in  the  charge.  An  hour 
later  the  party  reached  Kilpatrick,  having  marched  two  hundred 
and  twenty-five  miles  in  three  days.  Of  five  hundred  and  fifty 
men  who  went  with  Dahlgren,  but  two  hundred  and  thirty  rejoined 
Kilpatrick. 

Kilpatrick  with  the  main  column  having  waited  in  vain  to  hear 
Dahlgren  in  Eichmond,  attacked  the  city  on  Tuesday,  but  as  troops 
were  constantly  arriving  to  defend  the  place,  he  at  midnight  aban- 
doned the  project  and  marched  down  the  Peninsula.  He  was  much 
affected  upon  learning  of  Dahlgren's  death  and  of  Cooke's  capture. 
Cooke  having  been  his  chief-of-staff  for  a  long  time,  was  much 
missed  by  him.  To  revenge  the  cruelty  practiced  by  the  rebels 
upon  this  party,  he  took  his  freshest  horses,  crossed  the  York  river 
and  moved  into  King  and  Queen,  laying  waste  the  country  which 
had  so  unmercifully  tortured  his  men. 

Every  Jersey  soldier  remembers  with  indignation  the  cruel 
imprisonment  of  Cooke,  confined  in  a  dark  dungeon,  into  which 
"Butler's  negroes"  were  thrust  to  keep  him  company,  and  his  high- 
toned  declaration  that  he  "  infinitely  preferred  the  company  of  loyal 
negroes  to  that  of  white  traitors.''     His  patient  suffering,  with 
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scarcely  sufficient  food  to  keep  life  in  him ;  his  brave-hearted 
endurance  of  all  his  trials  in  that  filthy  cell,  won  the  admiration  of 
all  who  knew  of  his  sufferings.  Once  escaping  while  on  the  way 
to  another  prison,  he  wandered  through  North  Carolina,  almost 
starving,  for  days,  until,  hunted  down  again  with  blood-hounds,  he 
yielded  to  his  tormentors  and  was  taken  to  Charleston  and  placed 
under  the  fire  of  the  Union  batteries.  Eeleased  from  his  captivity 
after  a  year's  confinement,  he  returned  home,  just  in  time  to  witness 
the  death  of  his  young  wife,  for  whom  he  had  borne  up  so  hope- 
fully through  every  torture  to  which  his  proud  spirit  was  subjected. 
Completely  broken  in  health,  he  accompanied  General  Kilpatrick 
to  Chili  as  Secretary  of  Legation  when  that  officer  was  appointed 
Minister,  but  died  within  a  year  or  so  after  his  arrival.  The  Gov- 
ernment conferred  upon  him  a  brevet  of  Brigadier-General,  as  an 
acknowledgment  of  his  faithful  services  to  his  country. 

This  raid  ended  Kilpatrick's  connection  with  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac.  When  Grant  came  to  that  army,  Kilpatrick  was  sent  to 
General  Sherman  to  command  his  cavalry,  and  the  Third  Division 
saw  him  no  more.  He  was  the  soul  of  the  division,  and  when  he 
was  gone  all  the  "  vim"  and  fire  seemed  to  have  left  it.  General 
Wilson,  Kilpatrick's  successor,  could  not  gain  the  love  of  this  divi- 
sion, for  Kilpatrick  had  borne  away  its  heart.  The  men  fought  as 
hard  as  ever,  but  accomplished  but  little.  Not  until  Sheridan's 
electric  presence  had  warmed  the  hearts  of  these  men  did  they  again 
put  on  their  proud  looks  and  gallant  bearing.  The  great  Wilson 
Eaid  on  the  Danville  Eoad  was  not  participated  in  with  the  enthu- 
siasm necessary  to  success,  which  may,  perhaps,  account  for  some 
of  our  losses  on  that  expedition.  When  Sheridan  was  sent  to  the 
Valley,  both  the  First  and  Third  Divisions  were  embarked  on 
transports  and  sent  to  Washington,  whence  they  marched  to  Win- 
chester. In  the  changes  that  had  been  made  in  the  spring,  Colonel 
John  B.  Mcintosh,  of  New  Jersey,  had  been  assigned  to  the  com- 
mand of  the  First  Brigade,  of  the  Third  Division,  embracing  now 
the  Third  New  Jersey  (a  new  regiment),  the  Harris  Light,  and 
several  other  regiments.  About  the  last  of  May,  this  officer  with 
three  regiments  and  a  battery,  became  surrounded  at  Ashland  Sta- 
91 
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tion  by  the  two  rebel  divisions  of  Hampton  and  Fitz  Hugh  Lee. 
and  alone  and  unaided,  fought,  from  noon,  until  dark,  with  a  nerve 
and  energy  unsurpassed  in  the  history  of  war — marching  away  at 
nightfall  in  the  face  of  the  enemy,  who  was  afraid  to  come  too 
close  to  him  in  the  dark.  On  the  Wilson  Raid,  this  officer  showed 
such  splendid  gallantry  and  ability,  in  the  darkest  and  most  trying 
emergencies,  as  well  as  in  the  flush  of  victory,  that  he  was  at  once 
made  a  full  Brigadier  General.  Still  retaining  his  brigade,  he 
reached  Winchester  on  the  day  that  Sheridan's  troops  fell  back 
from  that  city  towards  Harper's  Ferry,  about  the  middle  of  August, 
and  his  brigade  was  at  once  detailed  as  rear-guard  for  the  army. 
In  the  performance  of  this  duty  only  the  Third  New  Jersey  was 
brought  prominently  into  action.  Two  of  the  battalions  of  this 
regiment  behaved  like  veterans,  and  repulsed  several  determined 
assaults  with  great  gallantry. 

At  Kearneysville,  late  in  August,  Mcintosh  was  at  first  repulsed, 
but  rallying  his  brigade,  and  sending  the  horses  to  the  rear,  he  led 
his  men,  dismounted,  up  to  the  enemy's  infantry,  and  fought  for  an 
hour  with  great  pluck,  holding  the  enemy  in  check  until  the  corps 
was  withdrawn. 

When  left  to  himself,  Mcintosh  displayed  wonderful  skill  and 
tact,  combined  with  an  audacious  style  of  fighting  that  astonished 
both  friends  and  enemies.  A  few  days  before  the  Battle  of  Win- 
chester, he  dashed  across  the  Opequan  with  three  regiments,  and 
forming  his  command  into  three  columns,  charged  into  the  camp 
of  the  enemy,  at  mid-day,  picked  up  a  regiment  of  South  Carolina 
Infantry  and  marched  it  away — Colonel,  colors  and  all— before  the 
astounded  division  of  Kershaw  had  time  to  recover  its  presence  of 
mind.  This  brilliant  manoeuver  enabled  him  to  make  a  full  report 
of  the  enemy's  position  to  General  Sheridan,  and  upon  that  same 
ground,  a  few  days  after,  the  Battle  of  Winchester  was  fought. 

About  one  o'clock,  a.  m.,  September  19th,  Mcintosh  again  moved 
up  the  Winchester  road  from  Berryville,  apparently  on  another 
similar  expedition.  The  great  masses  of  infantry  in  the  road  soon 
indicated  more  serious  work.  Passing  all  troops,  Mcintosh  divided 
the  Harris  Light,  then  only  one  battalion  of  two  large  squadrons, 
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placing  a  squadron  well  out  into  the  fields  on  both  sides  of  the  main 
column.  One  squadron  (Mattison's)  marched  a  mile  to  the  right  of 
the  road,  the  other  a  little  to  the  left,  all  moving  on  the  same  align- 
ment with  the  head  of  column  in,  the  road,  and  sweeping  up  any 
scouts  or  stragglers  that  might  have  otherwise  watched  Sheridan's 
movements.  The  left  squadron,  unable  to  cross  the  Opequan,  had 
to  come  back  to  the  road ;  but  the  right  squadron  crossed  a  mile 
above,  simultaneously  with  the  head  of  the  brigade,  which  imme- 
diately after  fell  in  with  the  enemy,  who  was  driven  back  over 
the  hills. 

Mcintosh  immediately  deployed  his  brigade  into  line,  and  sending 
word  to  the  squadron  on  the  right  to  "  pitch  in,"  he  threw  his  whole 
command  upon  the  rebels,  soon  clearing  the  hills,  upon  which  the 
army  slowly  formed  its  lines  of  battle,  completely  concealed  from 
the  view  of  the  enemy  by  Mcintosh's  furious  charges.  All  that 
morning  this  brigade  persistently  beat  back  the  rebels  and  daringly 
held  them  off  our  ground  while  our  infantry  massed  just  under  the 
crest  of  these  hills,  stealthily  keeping  out  of  sight.  Just  as  a  divi- 
sion of  the  enemy  charged  the  heights  held  by  the  left  squadron  of 
the  Harris  Light,  an  order  was  passed  along  the  line  for  the  cavalry 
to  fall  back.  This  squadron  slipped  out  and  left  the  enemy  face  to 
face  writh  Russell's  Division  of  the  Sixth  Corps.  Five  minutes 
after  both  sides  were  locked  in  deadly  conflict,  and  the  shot  and 
shell  of  the  enemy  raked  the  ground  for  miles  around. 

As  the  thin  veil  of  cavalry  was  withdrawn,  displaying  to  the 
astonished  view  of  the  rebels  the  splendid  masses  of  the  Sixth  and 
Nineteenth  Corps,  Sheridan  rode  up  to  Mcintosh,  and  in  the  most 
affectionate  manner  expressed  his  gratitude  to  that  delighted  officer 
for  having  fought  the  army  into  such  an  excellent  position.  And 
now  the  battle  of  Winchester  was  fairly  begun.  Merritt's  and 
Averill's  Cavalry  Divisions,  away  around  on  the  Martinsburg  pike, 
had  struck  the  rebels  and  doubled  them  up  on  Winchester,  while 
the  Eighth  Corps,  going  in  to  the  right  of  the  Nineteenth,  com- 
pleted  our  long  line  and  wrapped  almost  around  the  ancient  city. 
Wilson's  cavalry  moved  to  the  left,  and  Chapman's  Brigade  went 
in  handsomely,  driving  away  a  brigade  of  rebel  cavalry  and  laying 
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up  close  on  to  the  right  flank  of  Early's  infantry,  which,  thus 
uncovered,  presented  such  an  opportunity  for  cur  artillery  as  was 
seldom  offered.  Mcintosh  (whose  brigade  was  resting  from  its 
labors  of  the  morning)  could  not  be  a  silent  looker  on.  Spurring 
his  horse,  he  dashed  down  into  Chapman's  line,  and  in  a  little 
while  rode  back  out  of  the  woods,  with  his  leg  mangled  and  bleed- 
ing from  the  rebel  balls.  The  bright,  glowing  future  as  a  cavalry 
leader,  to  which  he  hai  looked,  was  gone — and  yet  he  rode  back 
proudly  and  calmly,  and  heard  without  a  murmur  the  sentence  of 
the  Surgeon,  that  the  limb  must  come  off  immediately.  Heroically 
submitting  to  the  dangerous  amputation,  he  asked  to  be  taken 
home  at  once,  was  placed  in  an  ambulance,  taken  to  Harper's 
Ferry — twenty  miles  away — and  the  same  night  started  homeward, 
his  energy  remaining  unbroken  throughout  the  entire  journey. 

Exposed  to  the  terrible  fire  of  the  infantry  in  front  and  the  des- 
perate onslaughts  of  the  cavalry  on  both  flanks,  Early's  beaten 
army  finally  crumbled  up  and  gave  way,  the  remorseless  cavalry 
riding  over  the  frightened  masses  until  the  retreat  became  a  general 
stampede.  The  Third  New  Jersey  galloped  off  to  the  left,  turned 
and  charged  into  the  road  just  at  dusk.  The  enemy  perceiving 
the  exposed  position  of  the  little  regiment,  turned  upon  it  with  a 
terrible  fire,  from  which  it  managed,  however,  to  get  away,,  and 
hostilities  ceased  for  the  night. 

In  all  the  skirmishes  and  battles  which  followed,  as  the  army 
marched  up  the  Valley,  the  Third  Division  bore  an  important  part. 
Wilson,  whose  perfect  conduct  began  to  be  duly  appreciated  by 
the  soldiers  of  the  division,  was  promoted  to  the  full  rank  of 
Major-General  and  sent  to  the  Southwest,  and  his  place  supplied 
by  General  George  A.  Custer.  Captain  A.  C.  M.  Pennington,  of 
the  regular  artillery,  was  appointed  Colonel  of  the  Third  New 
Jersey,  and  being  the  only  officer  of  that  rank  in  the  brigade,  took 
the  place  of  Mcintosh,  Many  of  the  old  men  of  the  Harris  Light 
had  gone  home,  their  term  of  service  having  expired,  and  their 
places  were  soon  filled  by  strange  recruits.  Yet  a  few  of  the 
Sussex  men  who  had  re-enlisted  remained,  and  with  these  we 
hasten  on  to  the  end. 
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The  Battle  of  Cedar  Creek,  on  the  19th  of  October,  made  Cas- 
ter's Division  famous  almost  throughout  the  world.  Undisturbed 
by  the  disaster  in  the  morning,  this  division  moved  from  the  ex- 
treme right  of  the  line,  and  went  into  position  on  the  left  of  the 
Sixth  Corps,  near  Newtown.  By  the  aid  of  the  cavalry,  the  Sixth 
Corps  held  that  position  until  the  arrival  of  Sheridan.  The 
presence  of  the  First  and  Third  Divisions  of  Cavalry  had  as 
much  to  do  with  checking  the  rebels  as  did  the  pillaging  of  our 
camps,  to  which  is  generally  ascribed  Early's  failure  to  follow  up 
his  successes.  When  Sheridan  had  fully  completed  his  prepara- 
tions for  attack,  Custer's  and  Merritt's  Divisions  moved  back  to 
the  right,  and  the  whole  army  dashed  forward  against  the  rebels 
with  irresistible  force,  breaking  their  lines  and  compelling  them 
again  to  fly.  Then  the  cavalry  surpassed  itself.  Like  a  wild  tor- 
nado it  burst  upon  the  bewildered  foe,  and  rode  down  regiment 
after  regiment,  until  thousands  of  rebels  were  left  wandering  in 
the  rear,  while  battery  after  battery  was  overtaken  and  brought 
back  to  the  delighted  General.  Custer's  Division  alone  took 
twenty-six  pieces  of  artillery,  and  pursued  the  enemy  far  beyond 
Fisher's  Hill  without  halting.  Custer's  memorable  address  to  his 
soldiers  at  the  close  of  this  fight,  expresses  his  own  proud  admira- 
tion of  their  gallantry  : 

"  The  history  of  this  -war,  -when  truthfully  written,  will  contain  no  brighter  page 
than  that  upon  which  is  recorded  the  chivalrous  deeds  and  the  glorious  triumphs  of 
the  soldiers  of  the  Third  Division."— Extract  from  General  Orders,  19M  of  October, 
Cedar  Creek. 

On  the  28th  of  February,  1865 — just  one  year  after  the  Kilpat- 
rick  raid  upon  Richmond- — the  Third  Division,  enlarged  by  the  addi- 
tion of  Capehart's  splendid  brigade  of  loyal  West  Virginians,  and 
the  First  New  York  Cavalry,  marched  through  Winchester  and 
took  the  broad  Staunton  Turnpike  up  the  Valley,  followed  by  the 
First  Division,  making  in  all  a  ;'  column  of  fours"  twelve  miles 
long.  Behind  this  column  came  a  pontoon  and  wagon  train,  the 
latter  carrying  only  ammunition,  coffee,  sugar  and  salt — an  indica- 
tion that  the  troops  were  to  live  upon  the  country,  and  do  their 
own  fighting.  Sheridan  rode  with  this  column,  leaving  his  "  army" 
behind.     The  cavalry  were  now  the  army. 
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For  twenty  days  this  column  marched  over  Virginia  at  will,  cap- 
turing the  remnants  of  Early's  Army  at  Waynesboro',  destroying 
railroad  bridges,  track,  depots,  &c,  and  almost  demolishing  the 
Richmond  and  Kanawha  Canal.  Not  having  sufficient  pontoons  to 
bridge  the  James,  Sheridan,  after  menacing  Lynchburg,  marched 
down  the  river,  circled  around  Richmond,  and  made  a  demonstra- 
tion with  Custer's  Division  upon  the  city,  from  the  direction  of 
Ashland  Station,  which  drew  out  Pickett's  Division  of  infantry. 
Custer  having  orders  not  to  bring  on  an  engagement,  let  the  enemy 
play  with  the  Harris  Light,  while  he  prepared  to  fall  back.  A 
battalion  of  the  regiment,  well  out  on  the  old  telegraph  road,  first 
received  the  enemy  and  fought  him  persistently  until  completely  out- 
flanked by  a  whole  brigade,  when  it  retired  down  the  road,  the  enemy 
following  through  the  pines  in  line  of  battle.  In  the  meantime, 
two  companies  with  Spencer  carbines  were  dismounted  by  Colonel 
Randal,  and  concealed  behind  a  little  hedge  or  fence,  in  the  midst 
of  the  pine  thicket.  As  still  as  death  these  men  lay,  flat  on  the 
ground,  as  the  rebels  came  on,  cursing  and  swearing  at  having  to 
march  in  line  through  such  a  thicket.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Birds- 
eye,  behind  a  pine  bush,  kept  watch.  Close  up  to  the  hedge  came 
the  enemy — almost  upon  it.  Then  from  behind  the  bush  came  the 
order,  clear  and  sharp,  u  Fire  !"  Rising  in  one  mass,  the  squad- 
ron delivered  each  man  his  seven  bullets  right  into  the  face  of  the 
astounded  brigade.  Back  flew  the  rebels  without  firing  a  shot; 
and  at  Five  Forks  many  of  them  asked  for  the  men  who  fought 
them  at  Ashland.  Amidst  the  cheers  of  the  regiment,  the  gallant 
squadron — all  new  men — mounted  their  horses  and  rode  off  as 
coolly  as  veterans. 

Late  in  March,  in  presence  of  Abraham  Lincoln  and  General 
Grant,  Sheridan's  Cavalry  marched  across  Grant's  pontoons  and 
joined  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  south  of  the  James,  and  again 
was  united  with  the  old  Second  Division. 

The  Third  Division  entered  the  fight  at  Dinwiddic  Court  House 
late  on  the  31st,  and  decided  the  action  of  that  day.  At  daylight 
the  next  morning,  1st  of  April,  Pennington's  and  Capehart's  Bri- 
gades, dismounted,  began  to  skirmish  for  position.     Lying  close  up 
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to  the  enemy  these  brigades  marched  by  the  right  flank,  in  single 
file,  along  the  enemy's  line,  until  near  Five  Forks,  when  the  skir- 
mishing became  very  hot.  Capeheart's  Brigade  was  drawn  oat  and 
mounted,  leaving  Pennington's  alone  on  foot.  The  latter  closed 
up  directly  and  formed  line  just  in  front  of  Five  Forks,  a  portion 
of  the  First  Division,  Fitzhugh's  Brigade,  on  its  right,  and  Caster's 
two  mounted  brigades  on  the  left,  lapping  the  right  flank  of  the 
enemy's  works.  The  Fifth  Corps  was  further  to  the  right,  beyond 
the  First  Division.  Pennington's  Brigade  unquestionably  was  the 
forlorn  hope  of  that  battle.  Directly  in  front  of  the  strongest  point 
of  the  enemy's  huge  works  covering  the  Five  Forks,  the  little 
brigade  advanced,  at  a  given  signal,  out  into  the  open  ground,  when 
it  was  met  with  a  terrible,  withering  fire  of  musketry  and  artillery, 
too  hot  for  mortal  to  stand.  In  vain  our  men  essayed  to  reach  the 
works.  Our  Spencers  could  not  penetrate  great  logs.  Amidst 
curses  and  groans  and  the  yells  of  the  enemy,  the  baffled  brigade 
reeled  back  into  the  woods,  where  the  rebel  shot  and  shell  crashed 
among  the  trees  and  tore  men  to  atoms.  Again  the  bugle  sounded 
the  charge,  and  away  dashed  the  brigade.  Again  was  the  open  field 
strewn  with  its  dead.  Eegiments  crumbled  up  and  shrank  back 
into  the  woods.     This  was  slaughter.     One-fourth  of  the  brigade 
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was  lying  on  the  ground,  dead  or  dying.  The  shot  and  shell  flew 
through  the  woods,  even  cutting  down  the  trees.  In  this  tempest 
of  death  a  young  boy  attached  to  Pennington's  headquarters  rode 
gayly  along  the  line  with  a  large  box  of  cartridges,  which  he  threw 
out  by  handfulls  to  the  men,  who  seized  them  as  they  would  have 
seized  golden  coin.  This  was  continued  by  the  little  hero  until  all 
were  supplied.  Once  more  the  bugles  sounded.  Less  confidently, 
but  more  angrily  and  sternly,  the  brigade  advanced  into  the  open 
ground,  and  Spencers  and  muskets  rattled  away  furiously.  "For- 
ward !  Forward  !"  the  bugles  rang  out  unceasingly ;  a  terrible  roar 
and  yell  came  from  the  right  as  the  Fifth  Corps  this  time  charged 
with  the  cavalry.  Sheridan  and  his  flag  went  over  the  works,  fol- 
lowed by  Pennington's  men  and  all  the  rest.  The  day  closed  on  a 
great  victory,  won  as  much  by  Pennington's  Brigade  as  by  any 
troops  engaged.     Custer  passing  over  the  ground  occupied  by  this 
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brigade,  expressed  surprise.  He  had  not  known  how  hard  his 
brigade  had  fought  until  then.  Major  O'Keefe — who  left  Sheri- 
dan's staff  and  took  service  in  the  Harris  Light,  in  order  to  gain 
experience  in  active  fighting — had  fallen  in  the  first  charge,  far  in 
advance  of  his  battalion.  Four  or  five  noble  men  went  out  amidst 
a  shower  of  cowardly  bullets  and  brought  him  in.  Profusely 
bleeding  from  five  wounds,  he  was  finally  taken  to  the  rear  just  as 
a  courier  rushed  back  with  the  news  of  our  victory.  ..  Faint  from 
pain  and  loss  of  blood,  O'Keefe  raised  up  and  gave  three  cheers, 
and  sank  back  exhausted.  He  lived  a  month,  and  died  universally 
mourned  by  a  large  circle  of  friends,  from  General  Sheridan  down 
to  the  private  soldier.  On  his  death  bed,  Sheridan  handed  him 
an  appointment  upon  his  staff,  with  the  rank  of  Brevet  Lieutenant- 
Colonel.  That  was  the  only  inscription  upon  his  coffin.  The 
Government  sent  a  regiment  of  cavalry  to  escort  his  remains  to 
the  express  office,  whence  they  were  forwarded  to  Canada,  He 
was  of  a  noble  Irish  family,  and  came  here  at  the  first  outbreak  of 
the  war  to  offer  his  services  to  our  Government.  Though  but 
twenty-three  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  his  death,  he  had  with  a 
few  friends  raised  a  regiment  and  taken  it  into  the  Pope's  army  in 
Italy,  where  he  had  won  considerable  distinction  before  our  war 
broke  out.  This  man,  so  brave,  so  passionate,  yet  so  gentle,  so 
manly  and  generous,  deserves  more  than  passing  mention,  and  we 
gladly  name  him  here,  because — almost  a  stranger  in  our  land — 
there  are  few  who  know  of  the  great  sacrifices  he  made  for  the 
cause  he  had  espoused. 

On  the  3d  of  April,  the  Third  New  Jersey  and  Harris  Light 
fought  the  remnants  of  Pickett's  and  Johnson's  Divisions  at  Sweat- 
house  Creek,  losing  both  together  about  forty  men,  and  inflicting  a 
much  greater  loss  on  the  enemy,  who  finally  shook  off  the  two 
regiments,  and  continued  his  retreat.  In  this  fight,  among  the 
killed  was  Sergeant  J.  Nelden  Probasco,  a  promising  young  Jer- 
seymen.  On  the  6th,  Pennington's  Brigade,  after  much  fighting 
during  the  day,  helped  to  capture  E well's  Corps  towards  night,  the 
Harris  Light  taking  one  thousand  and  five  hundred  prisoners  and 
the  brigade  nearly  three  thousand,  with  many  flags  and  guns.     On 
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the  8th,  the  Harris  Light  came  first  upon  the  head  of  Lee's  Army  at 
Appomattox  Station,  and  in  the  confusion  of  the  rebels,  ran  off 
three  trains  of  cars  loaded  with  army  stores,  before  Lee's  troops 
could  get  any  rations  from  them.  This  precipitated  the  regiment 
into  a  hot  light,  the  Third  New  Jersey  coming  to  the  rescue.  The 
fight  grew  larger  as  more  troops  arrived,  and  Custer  eventually 
had  to  ask  for  assistance  from  the  First  Division.  The  action  closed 
about  midnight  with  the  capture  of  a  battery  and  the  abandonment 
of  the  position  held  by  the  enemy.  The  guns  were  divided  be- 
tween the  Harris  Light  and  Third  New  Jersey. 

The  next  morning  closed  the  fighting  of  the  Cavalry  Corps. 
When  the  flag  of  truce  was  discovered,  Custer's  and  Davies'  Divi- 
sions were  on  a  charge  around  the  enemy's  front,  and  would  have 
been  upon  the  rebels  in  less  than  a  minute.  After  the  surrender, 
the  cavalry  marched  nearly  to  North  Carolina,  when,  receiving  news 
of  Johnston's  capitulation,  it  turned  and  marched  back  to  Peters- 
burg, and  thence  across  the  country  to  "Washington,  where  it  took 
part  in  the  Grand  Eeview,  and  leaving  its  laurels  at  the  feet  of  the 
Nation's  representatives,  and  bidding  good-bye  to  war,  it  turned 
Northward  and  disappeared  as  a  body  forever. 


The  number  of  Jerseymen  who  served  in  other  organizations 
credited  to  New  York,  cannot  be  precisely  ascertained.  It  is 
known  that  Company  A,  of  the  Twentieth  New  York  Volunteers, 
was  composed  of  citizens  of  this  State,  who  served  with  eminent 
distinction.  A  company  of  men  from  Rah  way  also  formed  the 
nucleus  of  Bramhall's  Battery.  Originally  going  out  as  Company 
K,  of  the  Ninth  New  York  State  Militia,  the  men  were  subse- 
quently sent  to  Poolesville,  and  there  organized  as  a  six-gun  bat- 
tery, receiving  recruits  from  New  Jersey  and  New  York.  The 
battery  participated  in  McClellan's  campaign,  being  attached  to 
Hooker's  Division,  of  Heintzleman's  Corps.  Subsequently  it  was 
formed  into  flying  artillery,  and  attached  to  Gregg's  Cavalry  Divi- 
sion, with  which  it  remained  until  May,  186-i,  when  it  was  sent  to 
Washington,  and  thence  into  the  Shenandoah.  The  battery  was 
95 
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distinguished  as  one  of  the  best  in  the  service.  The  Jerseymen 
connected  with  it  as  officers  were:  "Walter  M.  Bramhall,  First 
Lieutenant;  Joseph  Martin,  Second  Lieutenant;  Moses  P.  Clark, 
Second  Lieutenant.  Bramhall  subsequently  became  Captain,  Mar- 
tin, First  Lieutenant,  and  George  W.  Brown,  Second  Lieuten- 
ant. Bramhall  afterwards  resigning,  Martin  was  promoted  to  Cap- 
tain, Clark  to  First  Lieutenant,  and  Wade  Wilson  to  Second  Lieu- 
tenant. 

There  were  also  two  companies  of  Jerseymen  in  Serrell's  Engi- 
neers, both  of  which  achieved  distinction  by  their  gallant  and  faith- 
ful services,  though  they  never  received  the  credit  to  which  they 
were  entitled  at  the  hands  of  superiors. 

The  Forty-eighth  Ke#  York  Eegiment  had  two  companies  of 
Jerseymen — D  and  H.  This  regiment  was  raised  by  Reverend 
James  Perry,  D.  D.,  pastor  of  the  Pacific  Street  M.  E.  Church. 
in  Brooklyn,  who  was  a  graduate  of  West  Point,  and  had  served 
in  the  Mexican  War.  The  regiment  was  mustered  at  Camp 
Wyman,  near  Fort  Hamilton,  Long  Island,  in  the  summer  of  1861, 
and  was  known  as  the  Continental  Guards.  The  moral  character 
of  the  regiment  was  not  surpassed,  perhaps,  by  that  of  any  regi- 
ment in  the  army,  for  in  addition  to  undergoing  the  severe  physi- 
cal examination,  each  man  was  required  to  furnish  evidence^  of  his 
moral  standing,  and  none  were  received  who  could  not  satisfy  the 
commandant  upon  this  point.  Company  D,  recruited  mainly  in 
Trenton,  was  commanded  by  Captain  D.  C.  Knowles,  professor  in 
Pennington  Seminar}',  with  James  0.  Paxson  as  First,  and  John 
Bocline  as  Second  Lieutenants.  Before  leaving  for  Washington  (on 
the  16th  of  September,  1861),  the  regiment  was  attached  to  Briga- 
dier-General E.  T.  Viele's  Brigade.  On  the  5th  of  October,  leav- 
ing Washington,  the  command  proceeded  to  Annapolis,  Maryland, 
where  it  joined  General  Sherman's  Expeditionary  Corps,  subse- 
quently called  the  Tenth  Corps.  While  there,  a  detail  from  Com- 
pany D,  acted  as  provost-guard,  the  city  having  been  put  under 
martial  law.  The  expedition  left  Annapolis  on  the  21st,  and  after 
a  stormy  and  perilous  voyage,  reached  Port  Royal,  which  was 
attacked  and  taken — the  Fortv-eidith  Regiment  landing  in  South 
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Carolina  on  the  10th  of  November.  On  the  23d,  forty-five  men 
from  Company  D,  with  a  like  number  from  other  companies,  were 
detailed  to  build  fortifications,  in  which  work  they  exhibited  both 
endurance  and  a  high  degree  of  efficiency.  On  the  1st  of  January, 
1862,  the  regiment  took  part  in  the  battle  of  Port  Eoyal  Ferry — 
Company  D,  together  with  Company  H,  and  some  others  being 
detailed  as  skirmishers,  and  performing  distinguished  service.  On 
the  26th,  embarking  on  the  steamer  Winfielcl  Scott,  the  regiment 
proceeded  to  operate  against  Fort  Pulaski,  the  right  wing  landing 
at  Pine  Island,  where,  on  February  1st,  the  steamer  having  got 
aground,  Company  D  joined  it,  being  placed  in  the  right  center  of 
the  command.  On  the  20th  of  March,  the  company  proceeded  to 
Jones'  Island,  where  it  remained  until  the  25th  of  May,  when,  Fort 
Pulaski  having  been  taken,  it  was  sent  thither  with  the  regiment 
and  placed  on  garrison  duty.  Here,  on  June  18th,  the  Colonel 
died  very  suddenly.  On  the  8th  of  July,  Captain  Knowles  left 
the  regiment,  his  resignation  having  been  accepted,  and  was  suc- 
ceeded by  Lieutenant  J.  0.  Paxson,  promoted.  On  the  9th,  Company 
D  was  sent  to  Tiber  Island  to  relieve  Company  F,  but  only  re- 
mained until  the  19th,  when  it  returned  to  Fort  Pulaski,  and 
remained  on  duty  until  late  in  September,  when  it  formed  part  of 
an  expedition  against  Blufton  on  Bull's  Island.  On  the  22d  of 
October  it  went  on  another  expedition  with  the  regiment  up  the 
Broad  River — attacking  a  train  of  rebel  soldiers,  and  subsequently 
tearing  up  the  railway  track  and  destroying  the  telegraph  line. 
This  was  during  the  battle  of  Pocataligo  Bridge,  which  inflicted 
severe  damage  on  the  enemy.  On  the  10th  of  November,  the 
Forty-eighth  having  returned  to  Fort  Pulaski,  Company  D  was 
placed  in  charge  of  a  battery  of  five  guns,  and  from  this  time  until 
June,  1863,  continued  uninterruptedly  on  garrison  duty. 

When  General  Gilmore  assumed  command  of  the  Department  of 
the  South,  this  company,  with  seven  others,  was  withdrawn  from 
the  fort  and  formed  into  a  battalion,  as  part  of  General  Strong's 
Brigade,  which  was  composed  of  the  best  troops  in  the  Tenth  Corps, 
selected  to  lead  the  assault  on  Fort  Wagner.  On  the  10th  of 
July,  crossing  Light-house  Inlet  in  small  boats,  under  a  severe 
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fire,  the  battalion  assaulted  and  carried  the  works  on  the  lower 
end  of  Morris  Island.  On  the  18th,  Company  D,  which  was  now 
known,  from  the  burden  of  its  favorite  hymn,  as  "  The  Die-no- 
Mores,"  formed  part  of  the  storming  party  which  assaulted  Fort 
Wagner,  fighting  bravely,  but  being  almost  annihilated  by  the 
terrible  lire  of  the  enemy.  Its  gallant  leader,  Captain  Paxson, 
was  killed,  together  with  Sergeant  J.  G.  Abbott  and  many  others, 
all  soldiers  brave  and  true.  One  account  says  that  of  sixty-five 
men  who  marched  to  the  assault,  only  twelve  or  fifteen  came  out 
unharmed.  Sergeant  Abbott  was  a  soldier  of  marked  intelligence 
and  worth,  and  his  record  of  the  campaign,  as  faithfully  kept  and 
preserved,  forms  a  remarkably  complete  history  of  all  the  opera- 
tions of  the  Department  of  the  South  up  to  the  time  when  he  fell. 
The  survivors  of  the  company  served  faithfully  to  the  end,  and  in 
every  emergency  showed  themselves  worthy  representatives  of  the 
historic  fields  of  Trenton  and  Monmouth.  The  services  of  Com- 
pany H  were  equally  efficient,  and  the  record  of  the  company  no 
less  honorable. 


The  number  of  Jersey  men  identified  with  Pennsylvania  regi- 
ments was  quite  large.  Among  the  companies  of  which  we  have 
accounts,  was  one  raised  in  Belvidere  by  Charles  TV.  Buttz,  which, 
our  quota  being  fall,  proceeded  to  Philadelphia  and  was  there 
(September  13,  1861,)  mustered  in  as  Company  I,  of  Harlan's 
Independent  Cavalry,  afterwards  designated  as  the  Eleventh  Penn- 
sylvania Cavalry — Mr.  Buttz  accepting  the  position  of  the  Second 
Lieutenant.  After  various  movements,  the  regiment  proceeded  to 
Fortress  Monroe,  remaining  in  that  vicinity  until  May,  1862,  when 
it  was  divided,  five  companies  being  sent  to  Norfolk,  and  the  other 
seven  following  McClellan  up  and  down  the  Peninsula— Company 
I,  known  as  the  "  Jersey  Company,"  being  with  the  latter.  Sub- 
sequently, being  stationed  at  Williamsburg,  these  companies  per- 
formed picket  duty,  the  regiment  some  time  later  being  re-united 
at  Suffolk  under  Colonel  Spear.  In  1863,  during  the  Maryland 
inva'sion,  General  Dix,  then  commanding  at  Fortress  Monroe,  sent 
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the  regiment  by  way  of  Hanover  Court  House  to  destroy  the  rail- 
road leading  from  Gordonsville  and  Fredericksburg  to  Kichmond — 
which  service  it  performed,  capturing  a  large  wagon  train  and 
some  two  thousand  horses  aud  mules,  with  other  property.  At 
the  South  Anna  River,  Company  I,  with  others,  was  dismounted 
and  had  a  sharp  engagement  with  the  enemy,  having  three  men 
killed  and  eight  wounded.  Returning  to  Suffolk,  the  regiment 
was  dispatched  on  a  scouting  expedition  along  the  Blackwater 
River.  During  this  expedition,  Lieutenant  Buttz,  with  twenty-five 
of  his  men,  engaged  three  hundred  of  the  enemy,  and  by  a  dashing 
charge  succeeded  in  taking  sixty-seven  of  the  number  prisoners 
and  capturing  a  "rocket  battery,"  with  a  good  supply  of  ammu- 
nition. The  enemy  thus  handsomely  routed  by  the  Jerseymen, 
consisted  of  members  of  the  Second  Georgia  Cavalry  and  one 
company  of  infantry.  Thirty-two  of  the  prisoners  had  severe 
wounds  in  the  head,  inflicted  by  the  sabers  of  the  assailants,  whose 
loss  was  only  one  killed  and  three  wounded.  While  in  this  depart- 
ment, Lieutenant  Buttz  was  on  several  occasions  detailed  for  service 
on  court  martials,  as  Judge  Advocate,  and  for  a  period  of  two 
months  was  Provost  Martial  at  Suffolk.  When  Longstreet  beseiged 
that  place,  Lieutenant  Buttz  acted  as  Aid-de-camp  to  Major-General 
Peck,  and  on  one  occasion,  being  detailed  with  a  part  of  his  com- 
pany for  special  service,  captured  forty-eight  of  the  enemy — the 
exploit  receiving  favorable  mention  in  General  Peck's  report  to  the 
War  Department.  During  the  remainder  of  the  war,  the  "  Jersey 
Company  "  served  with  distinguished  credit — of  the  whole  num- 
ber three  being  killed,  five  wounded,  and  two  taken  prisoners  and 
never  afterwards  heard  of.  Among  the  killed  was  Corporal  Hann, 
of  Hope,  Warren  County,  who  was  shot  through  the  heart  by  a 
guerilla  named  Smith,  who  was  afterwards  captured  by  Hann's 
comrades  and  hung  "  without  benefit  of  clergy."  Hann  was  a 
brave  and  noble  soldier — one  of  the  bravest  of  the  regiment  to 
which  he  belonged.  Of  the  whole  number  of  survivors,  only 
eighteen  or  twenty  members  of  the  company  returned  to  Xew 
Jersey,  the  remainder  settling  in  Virginia.  Lieutenant  Buttz, 
upon  quitting  the  service,  commenced  the  practice  of  the'law  at 
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Norfolk,  where  he  became  prominent  in  political  movements.  He 
has  received  two  brevets — one  as  Captain  "  for  gallant  and  meri- 
torious conduct  in  capturing  from  the  enemy  a  full  rocket  battery, " 
and  the  other  as  Major  "for  gallant  and  meritorious  services  in 
front  of  Suffolk  "—both  dating  from  March  13,  1865. 


Of  individual  Jerseymen  who  served  in  organizations  of  other 
States,  or  in  the  field  at  large,  there  were  many  who  achieved  dis- 
tinction. Of  these,  only  a  few,  however,  of  whose  services  accounts 
have  fortunately  been  obtained,  can  be  named  in  this  connection. 
Captain  William  E.  Sturges,  of  Newark,  entered  the  service  as 
Quartermaster  of  the  Second  Regiment,  but  developing  superior 
executive  qualities,  was  early  advanced  to  a  position  on  the  staff 
of  General  Kearney.  Here  he  performed  his  duties  with  marked 
credit,  displaying  the  most  fearless  gallantry  in  action,  and  winning 
the  cordial  commendation  of  his  commander,  expressed  in  official 
reports  and  otherwise.  At  Williamsburg,  he  was  "  brave^  active 
and  judicious,"  and  in  subsequent  engagements,  finely  sustained 
the  reputation  there  achieved. 

Captain  George  B.  Halsteacl,  of  Newark,  was  among  the  earliest 
volunteers  in  the  National  service.  On  the  10th  of  April,  1861, 
he  was  made  Secretary  of  Commodore  Stringham,  commanding  the 
Home  Squadron,  and  subsequently  of  his  successor,  Commodore 
Goldsborough,  with  whom  he  remained  until  November  9th. 
Meanwhile,  General  Kearney  having  (August  31st,)  offered  him  a 
staff  position  and  secured  his  appointment  as  First  Lieutenant,  he 
reported  to  that  officer,  November  11th,  for  duty  as  Aid-de-camp, 
remaining  with  him  until  invited  by  Generate.  C.  Augur  to  accept, 
with  the  permission  of  General  Kearney,  the  position  of  Assistant 
Adjutant-General  on  his  staff.  Being  nominated  and  confirmed 
Assistant  Adjutant-General  of  Volunteers,  with  rank  as  Captain  of 
cavalry,  lie  joined  General  Augur  at  Upton  Hill,  Virginia,  in 
January,  1862,  where  he  commanded  a  brigade  of  New  York 
troops.  Captain  Halstead  remained  in  this  position  until  General 
Augur  was  relieved,  on  account  of  sickness,  of  the  command  of  his 
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division  in  the  Nineteenth  Corps,  after  the  surrender  of  Port  Hud- 
son, July  9,  1863.  During  this  period,  Captain  Halstead  participa- 
ted in  several  severe  engagements,  being  taken  prisoner  in  the  battle 
of  Cedar  Mountain,  in  Angust,  1862,  while  carrying  an  order  to. 
a  distant  part  of  the  field.  After  remaining  some  two  months  in 
Libby  Prison,  Eichmond,  he  was  paroled,  and  subsequently  being 
regularly  exchanged,  rejoined  his  command  in  time  to  participate  in 
the  Banks'  Expedition  to  Louisiana.  In  July,  1863,  he  was  assigned 
to  duty  as  Assistant  Adjutant-General  of  the  Corps  d'Afrique,  Briga- 
dier-General George  L.  Andrews  commanding,  with  headquarters 
at  Port  Hudson,  where  he  remained  until  the  spring  of  1864,  when 
he  was  ordered  North  and  assigned  to  duty  in  Tennessee  with 
Brigadier-General  Augustus  L.  Chetlain,  with  headquarters  at  Mem- 
phis. Captain  Halstead  remained  in  this  department,  engaged  in 
organizing  colored  troops,  until  late  in  the  summer,  when  he  was 
ordered  to  Washington,  and  subsequently  to  his  home  in  New  Jer- 
sey to  await  orders.  His  next  assignment  to  duty  was  with  Major- 
General  G.  K.  Warren,  commanding  the  Fifth  Corps,  Army  of  the 
Potomac,  then  actively  besieging  Petersburg.  Here  he  remained 
until  the  close  of  the  war,  participating  in  all  the  movements  of 
the  corps,  and  sharing  in  the  battles  of  Quaker  Eoad,  White  Oak 
Eoad  (where  he  was  wounded  but  remained  on  the  field),  Five 
Forks,  and  Appamattox  Court  House.  After  the  dissolution  of 
the  Armies,  he  was  ordered  to  duty  with  Brigadier-General  John 
Ely,  at  Trenton,  where  he  remained  until  he  received  his  honora- 
ble discharge,  March  12,  1864,  having  been  in  the  Nation's  service, 
on  sea  and  land,  for  a  period  of  five  years,  lacking  one  month  and 
four  clays.  He  was  given  a  brevet  Majority,  April  9,  1865,  for 
gallant  and  meritorious  services,  which  was  but  a  fit  recognition  of 
the  fidelity  and  efficiency  with  which  he  had  discharged  the  duties 
of  every  position  in  which  he  had  been  placed.  Captain  Halsted 
was  an  early  advocate  of  the  organization  of  negro  regiments,  and 
while  in  the  Gulf  Department  did  as  much  as  any  other  man  to 
promote  the  utilization  of  the  blacks  by  converting  them  into  sol- 
diers, and  educating  them  in  the  soldier's  duty,  There,  as  else- 
where, he  was  esteemed  by  all  who  came  in  contact  with  him  as  a 
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genuine  patriot  and  intrepid  officer,  whose  whole  heart  was  in  the 
work  in  which  he  was  engaged. 

George  Arrowsmith,  a  native  of  Middletown,  Monmouth  County, 
entered  the  service  as  a  Captain  of  the  Twenty-sixth  New  York 
Kegiment,  May  26,  1861.  This  regiment  was  assigned  to  Briga- 
dier-General McDowell's  Division,  where,  in  a  short  time,  Arrow- 
smith's  intrepidity  gained  for  him  universal  favor.  In  the  fight  of 
Culpepper,  his  gallantry  was  so  conspicuous  as  to  lead  to  his  pro- 
motion by  General  Towers,  to  be  Assistant  Adjutant-General  of 
his  brigade.  In  the  second  battle  cf  Bull  Eun  he  again  distin- 
guished himself,  and,  when  General  Towers  was  wounded,  led  his 
command.  At  one  time,  not  recognizing  the  rank  of  General 
Schenck,  he  rallied  aud  led  two  regiments  into  the  fight,  amid  a 
shower  of  grape  and  canister.  His  services  at  this  battle  gained 
marked  encomiums  from  General  McDowell,  and  one  of  the  Gene- 
ral's staff  wrote :  "  Arrowsmith  has  covered  himself  with  glory." 
Although  not  wounded,  his  cap  and  clothes  bore  evidences  of  his 
narrow  escape.  Subsequently,  he  was  offered  the  Colonelcy  of  the 
One  Hundred  and  Seventy-seventh  ISTew  York,  but  declining  the 
position,  was  made  Lieutenant-Colonel,  in  which  capacity  he  dis- 
tinguished himself  at  Chancellorsville  and  Gettysburg.  In  the 
latter  battle,  with  his  hat  in  one  hand  and  his  sword  in  the  other, 
he  went  forward  exclaiming,  "  Come,  boys,  follow  me !"  Suddenly 
the  Colonel  found  his  Lieutenant  missing,  and  moving  to  the  right 
discovered  him  lying  on  his  back,  badly  wounded  in  the  head, 
evidently  insensible,  and  near  his  end.  So  terrible  had  been  the 
exposure  to  which  he  had  led  his  men,  that  only  eighty  out  of  four 
hundred  and  twenty  who  went  in  came  out  of  the  fight,  and  but 
eight  officers  out  of  twenty-six  remained.  Owing  to  the  hot  fire 
of  the  enemy,  it  was  impossible  to  remove  him,  and  his  wounded 
comrades  report  that  in  a  very  short  time  he  died.  His  Colonel 
describes  him  as  "a  brave  man,  a  skillful  officer,  possessing  a 
keen  sense  .of  honor,  generous  to  a  fault,  and  cf  the  noblest 
impulses."  And  we  may  add  that  he  was  a  truly  religious  man. 
His  body  has  its  resting  place  in  Fairview  Cemetery,  Middletown 
township,  where  a  comely  granite  monument,  erected  by  citizens 
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who  loved  him  in  his  youth  and  graduates  of  his  University,  attests 
their  appreciation  of  his  character  and  achievements. 

Huntington  W.  Jackson  entered  the  service  as  Second  Lieutenant 
of  the  Fourth  Regiment,  in  September,  1862,  abandoning  his  col- 
legiate pursuits  in  order  to  engage  in  his  country's  defence.  He 
was  soon  promoted  to  First  Lieutenant  and  Aid-de-camp  to  Major- 
General  Newton,  of  the  First  Army  Corps,  and  subsequently  had 
a  p'ace  on  the  staff  of  Major-General  Howard,  Army  of  the  Ten- 
nessee, serving  with  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  from  the  battle  of 
Antietam  until  April,  1864,  and  with  the  army  of  General  Sher- 
man, from  Chattanooga  to  Jonesboro,  Georgia.  In  all  the  battles, 
including  some  of  the  severest  of  the  war,  in  which  he  participated, 
he  displayed  not  only  the  highest  courage  but  a  discretion  and 
maturity  of  judgment  seldom  found  in  one  of  his  years.  In  the 
Chancellorsville  campaign,  he  was  commended  by  General  Sedg- 
wick for  special  gallantry  in  volunteering  to  rally  an  assaulting 
column  at  Marye's  Heights,  Fredericksburg  (May  3d,  1863).  The 
column  had  broken  and  the  men  were  falling  back,  but  Lieutenant 
Jackson  having  obtained  permission,  and  exposing  himself  to  a  fire 
that  killed  and  wounded  one  hundred  and  sixty  men  out  of  four 
hundred  in  the  leading  regiment,  rallied  the  column  and  passed 
with  it  into  the  enemy's  works.  General  Newton,  while  speaking 
of  Lieutenant  Jackson's  military  and  personal  conduct  as  uniformly 
meritorious  and  effective,  refers  particularly  to  several  conspicuous 
acts  of  gallantry,  using  the  following  language  :  :'  At  the  battle  of 
Gettysburg,  he  was  distinguished  for  gallant  services,  and  at  the 
assault  upon  the  rebel  works  at  Kcnesaw  Mountain,  Georgia,  June 
27th,  1864,  while  at  the  front,  and  in  the  act  of  encouraging  the 
men,  he  was  wounded  and  brought  off  the  field.  While  at  home 
recovering  from  his  wound,  his  regiment  likewise  being  in  the 
course  of  muster  out,  he  obtained  permission  to  rejoin  my  staff,  and 
was  present  at  the  closing  operations  of  General  Sherman,  which 
led  to  the  capture  of  Atlanta."2  General  Howard,  in  a  letter  to  the 
^Yar  Department,   recommended   Lieutenant  Jackson    for    three 


2  Letter  of  General  Newton  to  the  War  Department. 
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brevets,  "one  for  special  gallantry  at  Rocky  Face  Ridge,  near  Dal- 
ton,  Georgia,  one  for  gallantry  at  Kenesaw,  and  a  third  for  the 
battle  of  Jonesboro,"  where  he  served  on  that  officer's  staff.  Lieu- 
tenant Jackson  was  brevetted  Lieutenant-Colonel  in  1866.  Among 
the  many  young  men  whose  bravery  and  efficiency  conferred  honor 
upon  New  Jersey,  none  were  his  superiors  in  any  of  the  qualities 
which  help  to  constitute  the  perfect  soldier. 

Captain  Joseph  C.  Jackson,  brother  of  the  last  named,  entered 
the  service  at  an  early  period  in  the  war,  serving  for  a  time  on  the 
staff  of  General  Kearney,  and  subsequently  on  that  of  General 
Franklin,  enjoying  in  a  large  degree  the  confidence  of  both  com- 
manders. In  the  Peninsula  campaign,  his  duties,  necessarily  ardu- 
ous and  difficult,  were  performed  with  marked  ability  and  efficiency, 
while  on  other  occasions  in  his  experience  demanding  courage  and 
sagacity,  he  exhibited  an  intelligence  and  zeal  for  the  good  of  the 
service,  which  secured  for  him  an  enlarged  appreciation  among  our 
best  and  most  discriminating  officers. 

William  S.  Stryker  entered  the  service  in  response  to  the  first 
call  for  troops,  serving  as  a  private  with  the  three  months'  men. 
Subsequently  he  assisted  in  organizing  the  Fourteenth  Regiment, 
and  in  February,  1863,  was  made  a  Paymaster  and  ordered  to  Hil- 
ton Head.  There  he  was  made  Major  and  Aid-de-camp  to  General 
Gilmore,  participating  in  the  capture  of  Morris  Island,  and  the 
bloody  night  attack  on  Fort  Wagner.  Subsequent^,  owing  to  ill- 
ness, he  was  transferred  to  the  North  and  placed  in  charge  of  the 
Pay  Department  at  Parole  Camp,  Columbus,  Ohio.  He  was  bre- 
veted Lieutenant-Colonel  "  for  meritorious  services  during  the  war," 
and  resigning  in  June,  1866,  was  some  months  later  appointed 
Adjutant-General  of  the  State.  His  record  from  first  to  last  was 
that  of  a  brave  soldier  and  true  patriot. 

Lieutenant  John  M.  Williams,  during  the  second  year  of  the 
war,  was  pursuing  his  studies  in  the  college  of  New  Jersey,  but 
filled  with  patriotic  ardor,  in  September  of  that  year,  in  company 
with  several  of  his  classmates,  enlisted  in  the  Anderson  Cavalry. 
as  a  body-guard  to  General  Rosccrans.  Late  in  December,  1S62. 
he  participated  in  a  skirmish  near  Carlisle,  Pennsylvania,  then  pro- 


JERSEYMEN  IN   OTHER  ORGANIZATIONS.  763 

ceeding  to  Tennessee,  where  he  was  for  a  time  engaged  in  guerilla 
warfare.  "  His  courage  in  battle  andiiis  coolness  in  the  hour  of 
danger  soon  impressed  his  superior  officers,  and  he  was  appointed 
a  Lieutenant  and  Adjutant  of  the  Seventeenth  Kentucky  Volun- 
teers. He  was  prostrated  by  fever,  and  yet  so  eager  was  he  to  dis- 
charge his  duty  that  at  the  request  of  his  Colonel  he  took  the  oath 
of  office  while  reclining  upon  his  couch.  But  he  could  not  enter 
upon  his  duties,  for  he  fell  in  the  very  outset  of  his  career.  He 
died  of  typhoid  fever,  August  9,  1863,  at  McMinville,  Tennessee/" 
Colonel  Cornelius  "W.  Tolles  entered  the  service  as  the  private 
secretary  of  General  Eunyon  in  the  spring  of  1861,  but  was  soon 
made  Assistant  Adjutant-General  of  the  detached  (militia)  brigade. 
On  the  17th  of  August,  of  the  same  year,  he  was  appointed  First 
Lieutenant  of  the  Thirteenth  Eegular  Infantry,  and  a  year  later 
assumed  the  position  of  Chief  Quartermaster  of  the  Sixth  Army 
Corps,  retaining  it  under  Generals  Franklin,  Sedgwick  and  Wright. 
In  this  responsible  and  arduous  position  he  discharged  his  duties 
with  marked  ability  and  fidelity,  insomuch  that  much  of  the  effi- 
ciency of  that  celebrated  corps  is  said  by  competent  authority  to 
have  been  due  to  his  influence  and  exertions.  He  was  under  fire 
in  nearly  all  the  battles  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  and  saved 
the  material  of  the  army  both  in  the  retreat  to  Harrison's  Landing 
and  in  the  retrograde  movement  from  Centerville  to  Drainesville. 
On  other  occasions  he  displayed  the  same  high  efficiency,  extorting 
praise  from  all  who  were  cognizant  of  his  services.  General  Meigs 
at  one  time  commended  his  worth  in  a  general  order,  and  the  Sec- 
retary of  War  mentioned  his  name  with  honor  in  his  report.  Col- 
onel Tolles  possessed  high  intellectual  ability,  having  before  the 
war  enjoyed  an  exalted  reputation  as  a  journalist,  and  was  in  many 
respects  peculiarly  qualified  for  that  branch  of  the  military  profes- 
sion in  which  he  served.  He  was  eminently  methodical,  had  great 
self-reliance,  was  incapable  of  fear,  and -acted  continually,  more- 
over, under  the  pressure  of  the  profoundest  patriotic  feeling. 
Having  escaped   the  perils  of  honorable  battle,  he  finally  fell  a 

*  "The  Princeton  Roll  of  Ilouor,1'  by  Professor  Cameron. 
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victim  to  the  murderous  malice  of  guerillas  in  the  Shenandoah 
Valley.  While  acting  as  Chief  Quartermaster  on  General  Sheri- 
dan's staff,  surrounded  by  a  small  escort  of  twenty -five  men,  guard- 
ing a  single  ambulance,  himself  unarmed,  he  was  ambuscaded  and 
shot,  and  died  October  11,  1864,  sincerely  mourned  by  all  his  army 
associates,  as  well  as  by  a  large  circle  of  friends  in  New  Jersey  and 
elsewhere.4 

One  of  the  first  Jerseymen  to  enter  the  service  of  the  country 
in  the  war,  was  Major  Lindley  Hoffman  Miller,  son  of  Jacob  W. 
Miller,  formerly  United  States  Senator  from  New  Jersey.  Major 
Miller  had  for  several  years  been  engaged  in  the  practice  of  the 
law  in  New  York.  He  had  belonged  to  no  military  organization, 
and  was  actively  engaged  in  the  duties  of  his  profession.  Instantly 
upon  the  proclamation  of  the  President,  in  April,  1861,  he  left -his 
office  and  sought  a  place  as  private  in  the  Seventh  Regiment,  then 
about  to  move  to  Washington.  Sacrificing  the  happiness  of  a  near 
betrothal,  he  marched  with  that  regiment  on  the  20th  of  April, 
and  shared  in  the  duties  of  that  first  campaign.  Again  in  the 
summer  of  1862  he  left  his  bride  at  the  altar  to  obey  the  order, 
summoning  the  regiment  to  its  second  term  of  service  at  that 
critical  period.  In  the  fall  of  1863,  he  entered  the  army  as  a 
Captain  in  the  First  Regiment  of  Arkansas  Volunteers  (colored), 
for  permanent  service.  His  conduct  in  several  most  trying 
positions  was  so  well  appreciated  by  his  superior  officers  that  he 
was  soon  promoted  to  the  rank  of  Major  in  a  new  colored  regiment 
in  Missouri.  During  a  short  visit  to  his  home  before  entering  on 
his  new  duties,  he  died  in  New  York,  July  2,  1864,  from  a  fever 
which  he  had  contracted  during  his  Western  campaigns.  His 
military  career,  though  in  itself  unimportant,  furnished  an  exam- 
ple of  that  lofty  spirit  of  patriotism  in  which  the  war  was  so 
fruitful.     Surrounded  by  friends,  in  a  promising  and  lucrative  pro- 


*  General  Sheridan,  in  a  letter  to  Professor  Cameron,  of  Princeton  College,  says  of 
Colonel  Tolles :  "The  ability,  energy  and  perseverance  displayed  by  Colonel  Tollcs, 
while  surrounded  as  he  was  during  the  time  he  served  in  the  Valley,  by  the  innumer- 
able difficulties  which  naturally  attend  an  army  newly  and  quickly  organized,  stamped 
him  as  one  of  the  ablest  officers  in  his  department.  I  cannot  say  too  much  in  his 
praise." 


JERSEYMEX  IX  OTHER  ORGANIZATIONS.  765 

fessional  position,  possessing  in  a  high  degree  the  "genius  to 
be  loved,"  he  surrendered  all  to  hi3  convictions  of  duty,  and 
gave  himself,  instantly  and  without  hesitation,  to  the  cause  of 
Liberty  and  Progress.  Urged  by  no  selfish  ambition,  tempted  by 
no  high  position,  he  simply  felt  that  the  cause  called  him. — that  his 
country  needed  self-sacrificing  men — and  having  a  life  to  give,  he 
gave  it. 


CHAPTEE    XLI. 

THE     INVASION     OF     PENNSYLVANIA    IN     1863. 

Early  in  the  month  of  June,  1863,  the  rebel  army  under  Gen- 
eral Lee,  abandoning  its  position  in  Virginia,  suddenly  invaded 
Pennsylvania,  and  moving  swiftly  to  various  important  points, 
occupied  them  in  force,  while  detachments  of  cavalry  were  advanced 
towards  Harrisburg  and  other  strategical  centers.  The  alarm  occa- 
sioned by  these  demonstrations  of  the  enemy  was  profound  and 
universal.  The  authorities  of  Pennsylvania,  unable  to  furnish  suf- 
ficient troops  to  offer  any  effective  resistance  to  the  invaders,  called 
upon  the  Governors  of  adjoining  States  for  aid  in  the  work  of  de- 
fence— the  first  appeal  from  Governor  Curtin  to  Governor  Parker 
of  this  State  being  made  by  telegram,  on  the  15th  day  of  June. 
In  response  to  this  appeal,  Governor  Parker  on  the  17th,  issued 
two  proclamations — one  calling  for  volunteers  to  "  press  forward  to 
the  assistance  of  Pennsylvania  in  this  emergency,"  and  the  other 
appealing  to  the  nine  months'  regiments  which  had  just  returned 
to  unite  in  the  effort  to  repel  the  invasion  of  a  sister  State.  Under 
the  first  of  these  proclamations.  Colonel  William  K.  Murphy  (for- 
merly Colonel  of  the  Tenth  Regiment,1)  started  from  Bordentown 


1  Colonel  Murphy,  at  the  time  the  war  commenced,  was  in  command  of  a  militia 
company,  known  as  "Company  A,  National  Guard/'  of  Trenton.  On  the  day  that 
the  President's  proclamation  calling  for  troops  was  issued,  Captain  Murphy  called  a 
meeting  of  the  company  to  determine  what  course  it  should  pursue,  but  on  the  same 
day  (April  10,  1801,)  au  order  was  placed  in  his  hands  by  the  Adjutant-General  direct- 
ing him  to  report  for  duty  to  the  Quartermaster-General  to  garrison  the  State  Arsenal. 
This  duty  was  faithfully  performed,  and  subsequently  many  of  the  men  served  bravely 
in  the  field.  Colouel  Murphy  was  a  genuine  soldier,  and  his  efforts  in  reorganizing 
the  Tenth  Regiment  were  especially  valuable.  In  reference  to  his  company,  here 
alluded  to,  the  Adjutant-General  of  the  State,  says  :  "  Company  A,  National  Guard,  of 
Trenton,  was  organized  November  30,  1S00,  and  at  the  time  the  war  broke  out  was  in  a 
tine  state  of  discipline.  It  had  in  its  ranks  the  best  young  men  of  the  city.  It  was 
the  first  company  under  arms  in  the  North,  and  it  is  claimed,  as  I  think  with  truth, 
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on  the  morning  of  the  18th  with  one  company,  reaching  Harris- 
burg  at  twelve  o'clock  the  same  night — some  hours  before  any  of 
the  volunteers  from  Philadelphia  arrived.     Three  other  companies 


that  Captain  Murphy  issued  the  first  military  order  which  was  promulgated  after  the 
publication  of  the  President's  proclamation.  From  the  hour  when  the  company  was 
detailed  for  service  at  the  State  Arsenal,  the  most  vigorous  discipline  commenced, 
and  Captain  Murphy  became  the  great  drill-master  of  the  organization.  Of  the  fifty- 
six  men  on  constant  duty  there,  forty-five  enlisted  in  the  army  or  received  commis- 
sions therein.  The  company  boasts  to-day,  with  none  to  challenge  it,  that  it  sent,  for 
its  size,  more  men  to  the  war  than  any  organization  in  the  North.  On  the  19th  of 
June,  1S63,  having  recruited  their  depleted  ranks,  under  the  call  of  Governor  Curtin 
1  for  the  emergency,'  they  hurried  to  Harrisburg,  passing  on  the  route  Pennsylvania 
companies  organizing,  and  were  the  first  to  report  to  Governor  Curtin  for  assignment 
to  duty.  As  men  of  another  State  they  were  warmly  complimented  by  him  for  their 
alacrity  and  splendid  discipline." 

The  following  shows  the  subsequent  career  of  some  of  the  men  connected  with  this 
organization : 

Corporal  George  Heisler,  Second  Lieutenant,  United  States  Marines ;  First  Lieuten- 
ant, United  States  Marines;  injured  by  concussion  of  shell  at  the  attack  on  New 
Orleans  ;  assisted  for  two  hours  on  flag-ship  Hartford,  in  the  bombardment  of  Vicks- 
burg ;  died  a  few  hours  thereafter  in  the  hospital  at  Memphis,  Tennessee.  Corporal 
James  W.  McNeely,  First  Lieutenant,  Company  G,  Tenth  Regiment  New  Jersey  Vol- 
unteers ;  Captain,  Company  G,  Tenth  Regiment,  New  Jersey  Volunteers ;  Major, 
Second  New  Jersey  Volunteers  ;  Lieutenant-Colonel,  Second  New  Jersey  Volunteers; 
Colonel,  Second  New  Jersey  Volunteers.  Corporal  Henry  R.  Clark,  Second  Lieuten- 
ant, Company  A,  Fifth  Regiment,  New  Jersey  Volunteers;  killed  at  the  battle  of  Get- 
tysburg. Joseph  Abbot,  jr.,  First  Lieutenant,  Company  B,  Seventh  Regiment,  New 
Jersey  Volunteers;  aid  to  General  Hooker;  Provost-Marshal  of  Hooker's  Division, 
rank  of  Captain ;  Captain,  Company  B,  Seventh  Regiment,  New  Jersey  Volunteers ; 
killed  at  the  battle  of  second  Bull  Run.  Caldwell  K.  Hall,  Adjutant,  Fifth  Regiment, 
New  Jersey  Volunteers ;  Chief  of  Ordnance,  General  Hooker's  Staff;  Aid  to  General 
Patterson;  wounded  at  the  battle  of  Williamsburg:  Major,  Fourteenth  New  Jersey 
Volunteers ;  Lieutenant-Colonel,  Fourteenth  New  Jersey  Volunteers ;  brevet  Briga- 
dier-General, United  States  Volunteers.  James  C.  Hunt,  First  Lieutenant,  Company 
I,  First  New  Jersey  Cavalry ;  Second  Lieutenant,  Second  Cavalry  (Regulars);  Adju- 
tant, Second  Cavalry;  First  Lieutenant,  Second  Cavalry;  Captain,  Second  Cavalry; 
brevet  Major.  De  Klyn  Lalor,  First  Lieutenant,  Company  E,  Fifth  New  Jersey  Vol- 
unteers;  killed  at  the  battle  of  Williamsburg.  Daniel  Loder,  jr.,  First  Lieutenant, 
Company  A,  Sixth  Regiment,  New  Jersey  Voluutcers;  Aid  to  General  Peck;  Major, 
Tenth  Regiment,  New  Jersey  Volunteers.  William  C.  McCall.  First  Lieutenant,  Com- 
pany B,  Sixth  Regiment,  New  Jersey  Volunteers  ;  Captain,  Fourteenth  Infantry  (Reg- 
ulars). Charles  J.  McConncll,  Third  Assistant  Engineer,  United  States  Navy ;  Second 
Assistant  Engineer,  United  States  Navy ;  First  Assistant  Engineer,  United  States 
Navy.  John  C.  McLaughlin,  enlisted  in  Company  K,  Twenty-third  Pennsylvania 
Volunteers;  Fourth  Sergeant,  Company  K,  Twenty-third  Pennsylvania  Volunteers; 
Third  Sergeant,  Company  K,  Twenty-third  Pennsylvania  Volunteers;  taken  prisoner 
in  hospital  at  Savage's  Station,  Virginia;  released,  and  died  soon  after  in  the  hospital 
at  Philadelphia.  Charles  V.  C.  Murphy,  First  Lieutenant,  Company  A,  Tenth  New 
Jersey  Volunteers;  Deputy  Provost  Marshal  of  Washington,  District  of  Columbia; 
Aid  to  General  Wadsworth ;  prisoner  at  Richmond.  T.  Malcolm  Murphy,  Sergeant- 
Major,  Second  New  Jersey  Cavalry;  Captain,  Company  A,  Third  New  Jersey  Cavalry; 
Major,  Third  New  Jersey  Cavalry.  William  Sloan,  Sergeant,  Company  A,  Fifteenth 
New  Jersey  Volunteers ;  Captain,  United  States  Colored  Troops  ;  Second  Lieutenant, 
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from  New  Jersey  followed,  all  with  orders  to  report  to  Colonel 
Murphy,  which  they  did.  The  command  when  complete  was  con- 
stituted and  officered  as  follows :  Company  A,  National  Guard,  of 
Trenton,  Lieutenant  Bellville  commanding ;  Company  B,  of  Tren- 
ton, Captain  Marshall  commanding ;  Company  C,  of  Trenton, 
Captain  Manning  commanding ;  Company  D,  of  Lambertville, 
Captain  Hughes  commanding.  There  was  also  a  company  from 
Camden,  under  command  of  Captain  James  M.  Scovel,  who  were 
ordered  by  the  commanding  General  to  report  to  Colonel  Murphy 
for  duty,  but  as  soon  as  the  order  was  promulgated,  the  company 
unaccountably  disbanded — a  fact  which  perhaps  needs  no  comment. 
Soon  after  the  command  reached  Harrisburg,  an  order  was  issued 
by  the  War  Department  directing  that  all  troops  volunteering  for 
the  defence  of  Pennsylvania  should  be  mustered  into  the  service 
of  the  United  States  for  six  months  unless  sooner  discharged.  This 
created  a  considerable  commotion  among  the  men,2  and  Governor 


Eleventh  United  States  Infantry.  John  Stull,  enlisted  in  Company  K,  Twenty-third 
Pennsylvania  Volunteers ;  Second  Sergeant,  Twenty-third  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  ; 
First  Sergeant,  Twenty-third  Pennsylvania  Volunteers;  First  Lieutenaut,  Company 
K,  Third  New  Jersey  Cavalry.  William  S.  Stryker,  Paymaster,  United  States  Army; 
Aid  to  General  Gillmore,  with  the  rank  of  Major,  in  the  siege  of  Charleston  ;  brevetted 
Lieutenant-Colonel;  Adjutant-General  of  New  jersey.  Caleb  C.  Vansyckle,  enlisted 
in  Company  C,  Fourth  Regiment,  New  Jersey  Volunteers;  First  Sergeant,  Comyjany 
C,  Fourth  Regiment,  New  Jersey  Volunteers;  Second  Lieutenant,  Company  C,  Fourth 
Regiment,  New  Jersey  Volunteers;  prisoner  at  Richmond;  First  Lieutenant,  Com- 
pany F,  Fourth  Regiment,  New  Jersey  Volunteers;  Captain,  Company  H.  Peter  D. 
Vroom,  Adjutant,  First  Regiment,  New  Jersey  Volunteers;  wounded  in  the  battle  of 
South  Mountain  ;  Major,  Second  New  Jersey  Cavalry;  First  Lieutenant,  Third  United 
States  Cavalry  (Regulars);  brevetted  Captain  and  Major.  Edgar  Whittaker,  enlisted 
in  Company  C,  Fourth  Regiment,  New  Jersey  Volunteers  ;  Second  Sergeant,  Company 
C,  Fourth  Regiment,  New  Jersey  Volunteers;  First  Sergeant,  Company  C,  Fourth 
Regiment,  New  Jersey  Volunteers  ;  Second  Lieutenant,  Company  C,  Fourth  Regiment, 
New  Jersey  Volunteers  ;  Adjutant,  Twenty-ninth  Regiment,  New  Jersey  Volunteers  ; 
Aid-de-camp  to  General  G.  B.  Paul.  John  J.  Willis,  Captain,  Company  C,  Eleventh 
New  Jersey  Volunteers.  Aaron  Wilks,  Second  Lieutenant,  Company  B,  Sixth  Regi- 
ment, New  Jersey  Volunteers ;  First  Lieutenant,  Company  B,  Sixth  Regiment,  New 
Jersey  Volunteers;  Adjutant,  Sixth  Regiment,  New  Jersey  Volunteers;  killed  at  the 
battle  of  Williamsburg.  Samuel  K.  Wilson,  jr.,  Captain,  Company  I,  Twenty-eighth 
Regiment,  New  Jersey  Volunteers;  Major,  Twenty-eighth  Regiment,  New  Jersey 
Volunteers.  James  C.  Hillman,  Third  Assistant  Engineer,  United  States  Navy. 
Frank  V.  Payson,  Assistant-Surgeon,  Seventh  Regiment,  New  Jersey  Volunteers. 

2  Adjutant-General  Stockton,  in  his  report  for  1SG3,  gives  the  following  account  of 
the  circumstances  under  which  the  "emergency  men"  were  sent  forward,  and  the 
effect  of  the  order  of  the  War  Department : 

"On  the  15th  of  the  month,  a  telegram  from  the  War  Department  informed  the 
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Parker  being  unwilling  to  lose  the  control  of  his  troops  by  per- 
mitting them  to  be  mustered  into  the  National  Army,  and  so  made 
liable  to  be  dispatched  in  any  direction  and  on  any  service  whatever, 
sent  his  private  Secretary  with  an  order  directing  the  return  of  the 
troops  under  Colonel  Murphy's  command.  The  latter,  however, 
being  unwilling  to  abandon  Harrisburg  while  it  was  menaced  by 


Governor  that  the  movements  of  the  rebel  forces  in  Virginia  were  sufficiently  devel- 
oped to  show  that  General  Lee,  with  his  whole  army,  was  moving  forward  to  invade 
Maryland,  Pennsylvania  and  other  States ;  that  the  President,  to  repel  this  invasion, 
had  promptly  called  upon  Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  Maryland  and  Western  Virginia  for  one 
hundred  thousand  volunteers  for  six  months,  unless  sooner  discharged,  and  the  Gov- 
ernor was  requested  to  inform  the  Department  what  number,  in  answer  to  a  special 
call  of  the  President,  he  could  raise  and  forward  for  six  months'  service  without 
bounty,  to  be  credited  upon  the  draft  then  expected,  to  which  answer  was  immedi- 
ately made  that  every  means  would  be  taken  to  ascertain  how  many  men  could  be 
raised  for  such  service,  and  that  the  Department  would  be  notified  of  the  result  as 
soon  as  ascertained.  While  this  information  was  being  obtained,  an  urgent  appeal 
was  made  by  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  for  assistance,  in  view  of  the  expected  invasion. 

"  It  was  impossible  to  have  men  mustered  into  the  service  of  the  United  States  for 
six  months'  service  as  expeditiously  as  would  seem  to  be  required  by  the  appeal  of 
his  Excellency,  the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania ;  the  nine  months'  regiments  had  just 
been  returned  to  the  State  to  be  mustered  out,  and  an  unfortunate  misunderstanding 
before  alluded  to,  gave  a  hesitancy  to  such  enlistment. 

"The  Secretary  of  War  was  therefore  intormed  of  the  appeal  made,  and  asked  by 
telegraph  if  recruiting  for  six  months'  service  should  be  delayed,  and  State  militia 
forwarded  to  Pennsylvania;  to  which  answer  was  returned,  'forward  to  Pennsyl- 
vania all  the  troops  you  can.' 

"  Under  these  circumstances,  all  action  under  the  request  for  volunteers  or  militia 
for  the  United  States  service  was  suspended,  and  the  Governor,  by  proclamation  of 
date  of  17th  of  June,  called  upon  the  citizens  of  the  State  to  meet  and  organize  as 
militia  of  New  Jersey,  to  assist  in  the  defence  of  their  sister  State. 

"It  had  been  determined  to  raise  a  division  of  some  twelve  thousand  militia,  and 
from  the  hearty  response  which  was  made  to  this  proclamation,  it  undoubtedly  could 
have  been  done  in  a  short  time,  but  while  these  troops  were  being  raised,  it  was 
deemed  advisable  to  accept,  for  thirty  days'  service,  a  battalion  of  State  militia,  and 
the  Twenty -third  and  Twenty-seventh  militia  Regiments,  under  command  of  Colonels 
Grubb  and  Mindil,  which  had  volunteered  their  services  to  the  State. 

"  These  troops  could  be  expeditiously  forwarded  to  the  succor  of  Harrisburg,  then 
supposed  to  be  in  imminent  danger,  while  they  could  be  subsequently  relieved  by  the 
division  of  State  militia,  which  was  in  process  of  organization  as  has  been  stated;  but 
on  the  20th  of  June,  before  this  division  left  the  State,  it  became  evident  that  their 
services  would  not  be  required,  and  the  Governor  accordingly  paused  in  the  exertions 
being  made  towards  raising  and  equipping  a  large  militia  force. 

"The  request  of  Governor  Curtin,  that  the  State  militia  in  Pennsylvania  should  be 
mustered  into  the  United  States  service,  was  denied,  for  the  reason  that  these  troops 
had  been  enlisted  as  State  militia. 

"This  militia  remained  in  Pennsylvania  until  the  expiration  of  its  term  of  service. 

"The  troops  forwarded  from  this  State  hud  the  honor  of  being  the  first  effective 
force  that  arrived  at  the  Capital  of  our  sister  State,  and  the  exertion  on  the  part  of 
Governor  Parker  was  gratefully  acknowledged  by  the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania." 

97 
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the  enemy,  induced  the  Governor's  messenger  to  withhold  the 
order,  and  Major-G-eneral  Couch,  who  commanded  the  department 
of  the  Susquehannah,  consenting  that  the  troops  from  New  Jersey 
should  be  exempted  from  the  order  of  the  War  Department,  they 
remained  on  duty.  Soon  after,  the  plans  of  the  enemy  being  more 
fully  developed,  Colonel  Murphy  received  orders  to  occupy  and 
hold  the  pas3  (Clark's  Ferry)  at  the  junction  of  the  Juniatta  river 
with  the  Susquehannah,  some  twenty  miles  west  of  Harrisburg. 
At  this  time,  General  Early  occupied  Carlisle  with  the  Stonewall 
Jackson  Corps,  twelve  thousand  strong,  and  it  was  supposed  that 
he  intended  to  move  by  way  of  Clark's  Ferry  so  as  to  flank  the 
batteries  in  front  of  Harrisburg  on  the  west  bank  of  the  Susque- 
hannah, and  attack  the  city  in  the  rear.  Colonel  Murphy's  orders 
were  to  prevent  the  crossing  at  all  hazards,  but  if  not  possible,  then 
to  blow  up  the  bridge  over  the  Susquehannah.  Before  marching, 
a  company  of  Pennsylvanians  was  placed  under  Colonel  Murphy's 
command,  the  entire  force  numbering  about  four  hundred  men. 
It  seemed  little  less  than  mockery  to  thrust  this  little  force,  with- 
out even  a  piece  of  artillery,  in  the  path  of  the  best  corps  in  the 
rebel  army,  but  Colonel  Murphy  did  not  hesitate  to  undertake  the 
duty  assigned  him.3  Upon  arriving  at  Clark's  Ferry,  in  pursuance 
of  orders  from  General  Couch,  he  surveyed  the  whole  position,  and 
finding  that  it  would  be  useless  to  attempt  to  prevent  the  crossing 
of  the  Juniatta,  it  being  fordable  everywhere,  adopted  all  the 
measures  he  could  devise  to  hold  the  bridge  over  the  Susquehannah. 
Among  other  things,  he  made  a  hersillon  at  the  west  entrance, 
removed  the  flooring  at  a  point  on  the  bridge  where  the  distance 
to  the  water  was  thirty  or  forty  feet ;  built  barricades  on  the 
bridge  and  along  the  approaches  to  it,  from  which  the  advance  of 
the  enemy  could  be  checked  and  harrassed,  and  as  a  last  resort  to 
impede  his  progress,  placed  six  kegs  of  powder,  with  fuses  attached, 
and  with  timbers  on  the  girders  under  which   the   powder   was 


3  Colonel  Murphy  learned  a  few  days  afterwards  from  a  well-informed  ne^ro,  who 
was  servant  to  one  of  Early's  stalf  officers,  that  this  was  the  route  determined  upon, 
and  that  the  cavalry  attached  to  the  corps  had  advanced  six  miles  in  the  direction  of 
the  position  occupied  by  the  Jersey  command. 
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placed,  and  reaching  to  the  main  cords  at  the  top  of  the  super- 
structure, so  that  an  entire  span,  over  the  deepest  part  of  the  river, 
could  be  blown  out  in  ninety  seconds  after  lighting  the  fuses.  Here 
the  command  remained,  constant  telegrams  from  headquarters,  and 
statements  received  by  our  pickets  from  the  mounted  scouts  fur- 
nished by  Mr.  John  Wistar,  proprietor  of  some  extensive  iron 
works,  keeping  the  men  lying  on  their  arms  for  six  days,  almost 
hourly  expecting  the  advance  of  the  enemy.4  Fortunately,  how- 
ever, that  enemy  had  encountered  a  formidable  obstacle  at  another 
point  of  the  field,  and  the  Jerseymen  lying  on  guard  along  the 
Susquehannah  were  not  called  upon  to  face  him  in  deadly  conflict. 
The  battle  of  Gettysburg,  where  other  Jerseymen  fought  with 
royal  courage,  ended  the  invasion,  and  at  the  end  of  thirty  days 
from  the  time  they  left  New  Jersey,  Colonel  Murphy's  command 
was  ordered  by  General  Couch  to  report  at  Trenton,  where  they 
arrived  July  18th,  and  were  at  once  discharged. 

It  is  no  more  than  due  to  the  men  composing  this  little  battalion, 
to  record  that  throughout  they  exhibited  the  highest  soldierly 
qualities.  Although  but  very  few  of  them  had  ever  seen  service 
before,  they  all  endured  the  hardships  and  privations  of  the  short 
but  rough  campaign,  and  submitted  to  the  most  rigid  and  exacting 
discipline,  in  a  manner  which  would  have  done  credit  to  vete- 
rans. They  were  not,  indeed,  called  upon  to  meet  the  hazards  of 
battle,  but  their  services  were  none  the  less  valuable  as  part  of  the 
general  plan  of  defence,  and  the  high  motives  which  led  them  to 
hasten  to  the  assistance  of  a  sister  State,  were  certainly  no  less 
deserving  of  honorable  mention  in  this  record  of  New  Jersey's 
part  in  the  war  for  the  Union.5 

<  On  the  Sth  of  July,  the  command  was  ordered  to  Marysvillc,  about  midway  between 
Harrisburg  and  Duncannon  (the  latter  being  three  miies  below  Clark's  Ferry),  and  at 
the  junction  of  the  Pennsylvania  Central  Railroad  and  the  Northern  Central  .Railway. 
This  was  alter  the  result  of  the  battle  of  Gettysburg  was  known,  and  when  no  armed 
rebels  remained  in  the  State. 

5  Governor  Curtin,  in  a  letter  to  Governor  Parker,  dated  June  24th,  said :  "  I  cannot 
close  this  communication  without  expressing  to  you  the  thanks  of  the  people  of 
Pennsylvania,  for  your  promptness  in  responding  to  their  calls,  and  to  the  people  of 
New  Jersey  for  the  patriotic  disposition  they  so  truly  manifest,  and  their  willingness 
to  take  up  arms  for  our  defence."  An  autograph  letter  from  President  Lincoln  to 
Governor  Parker,  dated  June  30th,  expressed  a  similar  acknowledgment  of  the  efforts 
made  in  New  Jersey  to  get  troops  forward. 


CHAPTER    XLII. 
LEGISLATION     OF    THE    WAR     PERIOD. 

Thus — as  we  have  seen  in  the  preceding  pages — in  the  searching 
struggle  for  national  existence,  New  Jersey  performed  her  part  in 
behalf  of  liberty  and  of  Constitutional  Government.  Thus,  by  the 
heroism  of  her  sons,  by  the  fidelity  of  the  masses  of  her  people  to 
the  great  principles  involved  in  the  conflict,  she  vindicated  her 
name  against  the  sneers  and  reproaches  of  unthinking  assailants, 
and  compelled  the  whole  nation  to  respect  her  character.  While 
in  some  other  States,  disaffection  flowered  into  open  turbulence, 
and  unreasoning  prejudices  menaced  with  overthrow  all  the  bar- 
riers of  order,  and  all  the  safeguards  of  society,  New  Jersey,  with 
only  here  and  there  a  malignant  tory,  held  up  with  steady  hand 
the  authority  and  power  of  the  Government,  faithfully  fulfilling 
all  the  obligations  laid  upon  her  by  the  pressure  of  events.  There 
were,  indeed,  occasional  public  expressions  of  sentiments  which 
scarcely  did  us  honor,  but  they  were  partizan  and  exceptional, 
and  found  no  hearty  echo  among  the  masses  of  the  people. 
So  there  were  men  and  presses  which,  if  they  did  not  actually 
obstruct,  at  least  had  no  word  of  cordial  sympathy  for  the  loyal 
cause ;  but  popular  opinion,  branding  them  with  infamy  as  they 
deserved,  swept  them  aside  as  unworthy  of  confidence  or  respect. 
Some  of  these  men  were,  for  seditious  utterances,  incarcerated  as 
State  prisoners  in  Government  jails ;  others  were  condemned  by 
juries  of  their  peers  ;  while  others,  still  escaping  the  clutch  of  the 
law,  skulked  into  obscurity,  smitten  to  the  marrow  by  the  popular 
indignation  and  contempt. 

In  a  country  like  our  own,  there  must,  obviously,  always  be 
varieties  of  political  opinion,  seeking  development  and  application 
in  hostile  parties.     It  would  not  be  desirable,  even  were  it  possi- 
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ble,  that  all  men  should  agree  touching  the  many  questions  which 
arise  for  determination.     Antagonisms  of  opinion  in  a  free  society 
are  purifiers ;  even  their  violence  serves,  now  and  then,  to  shake 
down  abuses  and  expose  evils  which  calmer  controversy  would  not 
startle  from  the  dusty  nooks  where  they  have  found  refuge  and 
shelter.     It  was  only  natural,  therefore— this  being  the  tendency 
of  our  life,  and  the  necessity  of  our  form  of  government — that 
there  should  be  exhibitions  of  party  feeling  during  a  struggle 
which  impelled  into  the  arena  of  discussion  a  vast  multitude  of 
grave  and  novel  questions.     Even  had  all  men  agreed  as  to  the 
justice  and  propriety  of  the  war  itself,  it  could  not  be  expected 
that  the  whole   people   would  concur  as  to  all  the  details  of 
the  policy  upon  which   it   should  be  conducted.      The  people 
of   England,    while    unanimously  justifying  the  participation   of 
their  Government  in  the  struggle  in  the  Crimea,  not  only  pro- 
tested   at   the  time    against   the    method  of   that   participation, 
but  condemn  to  this  day  the  alliance  in  which,  as  they  claim, 
they  merely  gave  respectability  to  Louis  Napoleon — the  man  who 
"strangled  a  nation  in  the  night  time" — without  reaching  a  single 
end,  in  the  interest  of  humanity,  that  might  not  have  been  as 
readily  accomplished  without  his  aid.     All  wars  are  irruptions  of, 
and  violences  upon,  nature,   and  must  in  the  nature  of  the  case 
provoke  into  action  the  baser  as  well  as  the  grander  passions, 
developing  every  form  of  sentiment  and  securing  to  each  a  train 
of  followers.      It  ought  not,  therefore,    to  excite   surprise  that, 
during  our  transition  period,  there  were  conflicting  parties,  repre- 
senting not  so  much  perhaps  antagonistic  views  as  to  the  war  itself, 
as  radically  opposite  sentiments  as  to  the  manner  in  which  it  should 
be  prosecuted,  and  the   measures,  especially  those   possessing   a 
political  significance,  which  were  adopted  by  the  supreme  authority 
in  furtherance  of  its  objects.     In  no  State,  perhaps,  did  the  sentiment 
of  the  party  which*objected  to  the  policy  of  the  Government,  find 
more  violent  expression  than  in  New  Jersey ;  but   outside  of  a 
small  circle  of  political  leaders,  that  sentiment  was  merely,  as  we 
may  charitably  suppose,  as  to  matters  of  policy,  and  did  not  involve 
any  actual  protest  as  to  the  essential  righteousness  of  the  struggle 
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in  which  we  were  engaged.  The  legislation  of  the  war  period, 
during  which  the  party  in  question  had  almost  constant  control  of 
that  branch  of  the  State  Government,  was  in  the  main  unexcep- 
tionable ;  though,  in  the  debates  upon  public  measures,  expressions 
amounting  almost  to  avowals  of  sympathy  with  the  enemy  were 
frequently  made,  they  were  seldom  supported  by  acts,  and  even 
those  who  ventured  upon  the  obnoxious  outgivings  would  have 
recoiled,  perhaps,  from  the  consequences  of  their  universal  accep- 
tance. The  only  conspicuous  and  deliberate  expression  of  opinion 
by  the  Legislature  which  seriously  outraged  the  people,  was  made 
in  a  series  of  resolutions  and  a  protest  adopted  in  March,  1863,  in 
which  the  General  Government  was  accused  of  usurpation,  and 
Congress  was  solicited  to  appoint  commissioners  to  meet  commis- 
sioners similarly  appointed  by  the  insurgent  States,  "for  the  pur- 
pose of  considering  whether  any,  and  if  any,  what  plan  may  be 
adopted,  consistent  with  the  honor  and  dignity  of  the  National 
Government,  by  which  the  present  civil  war  may  be  brought  to  a 
close."  This  proposition,  taken  in  connection  with  the  terms  of  the 
accompanying  protest,  was  very  generally  and  properly  regarded 
as  not  merely  disgraceful  to  the  people  of  the  State,  but  as  an 
insult  to  every  soldier  in  the  field ;  as  exhibiting,  indeed,  a  spirit  of 
cowardice  and  disaffection  which  nothing  whatever  could  excuse. 
The  insurgents  were  still  in  the  field  with  arms  in  their  hands  ; 
they  had  rebelled  without  cause,  deliberately  seeking  the  life  of  the 
Nation ;  and  for  the  Government  to  propose  an  armistice,  or  think 
of  peace  while  they  still  defied  its  authority,  would  have  been  to 
abdicate  the  right  to  live,  and  invoke  anarchy,  disintegration  and 
death.  They  were  the  offenders  ;  from  them  must  come  the  appeal 
for  a  cessation  of  hostilities.  Such  was  the  thought  and  decree  of 
all  patriotic  men;  and  it  was  hence  inevitable  that  this  legislative 
expression  should  doom  all  who  united  in  it  to  just  and  deserved 
infamy,  as  poltroons  who  would  have  lowered  the  Nation's  flag — 
never  yet  dishonored  in  any  combat  with  foreign  peoples— in  dis- 
grace and  defeat  at  the  beck  of  traitors  and  insurgents  whose  crimes 
had  filled  the  whole  world  with  horror. 

The  legislation  of  the  State  during  the  war  period,  of  course 
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covered  a  great  variety  of  topics.  We  have  said  that  in  the  main  it 
was  praiseworthy  and  patriotic,  and  this  we  now  proceed  to  show 
by  a  recital  of  the  principal  proceedings.  Almost  immediately 
upon  the  outbreak  of  hostilities,  Governor  Olden  summoned  the 
Legislature  to  meet  at  Trenton  for  the  purpose  of  considering  the 
question  of  defence,  and  it  accordingly  convened  on  the  30th  of 
April,  at  once  addressing  itself  to  the  important  work  before  it. 
Its  first  enactment  conferred  upon  the  authorities  of  the  City  of 
Newark,  authority  to  issue  bonds  to  the  amount  of  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  the  proceeds  thereof  to  be  applied  to  the  support 
of  the  families  of  persons  residing  in  that  city  who  might  volun- 
teer in  the  military  service  of  the  Union,  or  who  might  be  called 
into  such  service  by  the  Government  of  this  State  or  of  the  United 
States.  This  was  followed  by  acts  conferring  similar  powers  upon 
the  authorities  of  Trenton,  Jersey  City,  Eahway,  Camden  and 
Bordentown — in  all  of  which  places,  aid  was  thus  given,  during 
the  whole  period  of  the  war,  to  the  families  of  volunteers.  An 
act  was  also  passed  authorizing  the  State  to  borrow  money  to  an 
amount  not  exceeding  two  millions  of  dollars,  to  meet  the  neces- 
sary expenditures  incurred  in  aiding  in  the  suppression  of  the 
rebellion,  or  in  repelling  any  invasion  of  this  State.  A  further 
law  was  enacted  authorizing  the  Governor,  should  he  at  any  time 
deem  it  necessary,  to  form,  equip  and  arm  four,  or  any  less  number 
of  regiments,  for  the  protection  of  the  State,  and  to  detach  them, 
upon  emergency,  for  the  service  of  the  United  States ;  also  to  take 
the  necessary  measures  for  the  protection  of  the  exposed  seaboard 
and  river  coasts  of  the  State,  and  to  cause  the  arms  belonging  to 
the  Commonwealth  to  be  so  altered  as  to  be  effective.  Authority 
was  also  given  for  the  purchase  of  ten  thousand  additional  stand 
of  arms  of  the  most  approved  pattern,  together  with  such  artillery 
and  military  stores  as  might  be  necessary  to  the  proper  defence  of 
the  State.  A  law  was  also  passed  providing  that  the  sum  of  six 
dollars  a  month  should  be  paid  to  the  families  of  "  such  married 
persons  of  the  militia  of  this  State,  and  to  the  widowed  mothers  of 
such  persons  without  families,  dependent  upon  them  for  support," 
as  might  be  mustered  into  the  military  service ;  and  also  enacting 
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that  the  pay  of  the  non-commissioned  officers,  musicians  and  pri- 
vates so  mustered  in  from  this  State,  should  be  increased  at  the  rate 
of  four  dollars  a  month  in  addition  to  the  pay  allowed  by  law — 
such  increase,  however,  not  to  apply  to  such  portion  of  the  State 
Militia  as  were  provided  for  in  payment  to  their  families.1 

1  "  The  Supreme  Court,  in  giving  interpretation  to  this  law,  was  of  the  opinion  that 
the  benefits  of  the  act  were  confined  to  those  organizations  of  volunteers  or  militia 
that  were  raised  in  the  State  by  State  authority,  including  all  troops  accepted  by  the 
State,  whether  previously  resident  here  or  not,  and  that  the  first  section  of  the  act 
extended  only  to  families  or  widowed  mothers  having  their  permanent  residence  in 
this  State  at  the  time  of  the  enlistment  of  the  volunteer. 

"The  original  State  pay  rolls  were  prepared  in  accordance  with  the  opinion  given  by 
the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State,  and  contained  the  names  of  those  in  State  organi- 
zations who  had  families  or  widowed  mothers  entitled  to  the  benefits  of  the  act.  These 
rolls  were  forwarded  to  the  Clerk's  office  of  the  county  in  which  the  respective  fami- 
lies or  widowed  mothers  resided,  and  payment  made  upon  the  same.  Alterations 
were  made  from  time  to  time,  as  the  change  of  the  condition  of  the  men,  or  the  change 
of  residence  of  the  families  demanded,  the  names  of  deserters,  discharged  and  deceased 
soldiers  were  dropped,  and  additions  made,  as  the  exigencies  of  the  service  required. 
Alteration  or  correction  of  the  rolls  was  made  invariably  under  written  instructions 
from  this  office,  where  every  attention  was  paid  to  meet  the  convenience  of  the  recipi- 
ents of  the  bounty  and  to  promote  the  expeditious  payment  of  the  money.  Owing  to 
the  expeditious  manner  in  which  these  corrections  were  sometimes  made,  and  the 
names  of  deceased  soldiers  stricken  from  the  rolls,  the  families  of  those  who  died  in 
the  service  suffered  materially,  for  this  State  pay  was  discontinued  at  the  time  when 
all  pay  from  the  United  States  had  ceased,  and  before  the  family  could  derive  any 
benefit  from  the  back  pay,  bounty  or  pension  that  might  be  due  for  the  services  of  the 
deceased.  The  attention  of  the  Legislature  was  called  to  this  fact,  and  a  supplement 
to  the  original  act  was  passed  by  that  body  and  approved  April  14,  1864,  which  pro- 
vided that  the  pay  of  six  dollars  per  month  be  continued  to  the  families  and  widowed 
mothers  of  those  who  die  while  in  the  military  service  of  this  State  or  of  the  United 
States,  for  the  space  of  six  months  after  the  death  of  such  persons ;  provided,  that 
such  persons  are  not  and  shall  not  at  the  time  of  their  death  be  under  punishment  for 
any  military  offence,  under  sentence  of  a  court  martial  involving  loss  of  pay ;  and  that 
if  a  pension  shall  have  been  or  shall  be  paid  by  the  United  States  to  such  family  or 
widowed  mother  before  the  expiration  of  six  months  from  the  date  of  the  death  of 
such  persons,  then  and  in  that  case  the  payment  authorized  by  this  act  to  be  made, 
shall  cease  from  and  after  the  date  of  the  first  payment  of  such  pension,  and  that  the 
act  should  take  effect  immediately. 

"Immediate  action  was  taken  under  this  supplemental  law — the  respective  pay- 
masters being  held  responsible  that  the  payment  should  cease,  upon  the  receipt  of 
pension  from  the  United  States,  before  the  six  months  expired. 

"  The  provisions  of  the  original  act  were  materially  extended  by  a  further  supple- 
ment approved  March  31,  1S65.  This  provided  'that  the  sum  of  six  dollars  per 
month  shall  be  allowed  and  paid  to  the  mothers  of  such  persons  of  the  militia  of  this 
State  without  families,  as  have  been  or  shall  be  mustered  into  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  where  such  mothers  are  dependent  on  such  person  so  mustered  in  for 
support,  whether  the  husband  of  such  mother  be  living  or  not ;  provided  the  hus- 
band of  such  mother  has  abandoned  her,  and  left  her  without  support,  or  is  insane, 
or  from  any  other  cause  neglects,  refuses,  or  is  unable  to  support  her.'  The  second 
section  provided  for  the  payment  of  six  dollars  per  month  to  the  families  of  men 
mustered  into  the  service  of  the  United  States,  notwithstanding  the  date  of  marriage 
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The  legislation  of  the  session  of  1862  was  in  harmony  with  that 
of  the  preceding  year,  a  number  of  acts  being  passed  looking  to 
the  vigorous  performance  by  the  State  of  all  the  duties  which  it 
might  be  called  to  execute.  Among  other  joint  resolutions  was 
one  relative  to  the  defences  of  ~New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania  and 
Delaware,  earnestly  requesting  the  general  Government  to  provide 
suitable  and  sufficient  defences  for  the  Delaware  river  and  bay  and 
the  harbors  thereof  by  the  construction  of  gunboats  and  other 
improved  means  of  defence,  and  proposing  to  unite  with  the  States 
above  named  in  advancing  the  means  for  the  completion  of  said 
work,  should  the  Government  immediately  consent  to  enter  upon 
it.  Nothing,  however,  ever  came  of  this  proposition,  and  it  was 
probably  well  that  it  was  not  accepted,  since  any  expenditure  for 
defences  of  the  character  proposed  would  have  been  practically 
worthless,  there  being  no  time  during  the  war,  after  the  first  six 
months,  when  the  Delaware  river  or  bay,  or  the  harbors  thereof, 
were  in  the  least  exposed  to  the  ravages  of  the  enemy. 

On  the  20th  of  January,  1833,  Joel  Parker,  who  had  been  elected 
Governor  by  a  large  majority  in  the  election  of  the  previous 
November,  was  inducted  into  the  Executive  office,  and  the  State, 
politically,  took  a  new  departure.  Governor  Parker  was  a  Demo- 
crat, educated  to  regard  the  creed  of  his  party  as  exclusively 
embodying  the  only  safe  principles  of  government ;  and  he  had 
been  elected  upon  a  platform  of  avowed  hostility  to  many  of  the 
measures  adopted  in  the  prosecution  of  the  war.  There  were  some 
who  feared  that  he  would  be  unduly  controlled  by  the  more  radical 
and  obnoxious  leaders  of  his  party,  and  that  his  administration 
would  be  characterized  by  parti zan  rancor  rather  than  by  broad 
principles  of  public  duty.  But  Governor  Parker,  while  intensely 
wedded  to  the  political  tenets  which  his  judgment  had  accepted, 
was  not  a  demagogue.  He  loved  applause ;  he  would  have  pre- 
ferred at  all  times  to  enjoy  the  approbation  of  every  man  in  his 


shall  be  subsequent  to  the  enlistment.  The  third  section  extended  the  payment  of 
six  dollars  per  month  to  the  families  or  dependent  mothers  of  naval  recruits,  credited 
to  the  State.  The  fourth  section  extended  the  provisions  of  the  original  act  to 
negroes,  their  families  or  dependent  mothers.'' — Adjutant  GeneraVs  Report  for  1805. 
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party  ;  possibly  he  would  rather  have  possessed  their  mere  partizan 
approval  than  the  enlightened,  impartial  commendation  of  the 
same  number  of  political  opponents;  but  he  was  a  man  of  pure 
integrity,  of  mainly  conscientious  purpose,  and  withal  a  patriot; 
and  he  was  not  long  in  disappointing  the  expectations  of  the  little 
cabal  who  had  hoped  that  they  might  induce  him  to  array  the 
State  against  the  war,  and  obstruct  the  general  Government  in  its 
plans  of  defence.  It  is  true,  he  did  not  conceal  his  opposition  to 
many  features  in  the  war  policy  of  the  Government.  In  his  inau- 
gural, he  spoke  positively  and  emphatically  as  to  emancipation, 
arbitrary  arrests  and  other  then  prominent  topics ;  but  he  at  the 
same  time  denounced  the  rebellion  as  unjustifiable  and  pledged 
himself  to  the  performance  of  every  work  in  which  he  might  be 
called  to  aid  in  maintenance  of  the  Union.  That  pledge,  with  now 
and  then  a  partizan  bias,  he  kept  to  the  end ;  and  during  his  admin- 
istration, the  general  spirit  of  legislation  was  in  accord  with  that 
of  previous  years.2     At  the  session  of  1863,  an  act  was  passed 

-  2  Governor  Parker  "was  decidedly  more  of  a  partizan  than  his  predecessor ;  he  min- 
gled to  a  mnch  greater  extent  in  political  affairs,  frequently  appearing  at  public  meet- 
ings in  support  of  peculiarly  party  measures  ;  hut  he  did  not  neglect  the  severe  routine 
duties  of  his  office,  nor  the  interests  of  the  State.  During  his  official  term,  he  wrote 
■with  his  own  hand  seven  thousand  letters,  many  of  considerable  length,  and  covering 
a  great  variety  of  subjects.  He  on  several  occasions  visited  the  army  and  reviewed 
those  New  Jersey  regiments  within  reach,  aud  he  claims  never  to  have  made  any  pro- 
motion for  political  reasons.  A  number  of  soldiers  condemned  to  be  shot  for  various 
offences  were  saved  by  his  intercession,  and  he  exhibited,  in  other  ways,  a  proper  con- 
cern for  their  welfare,  establishing  a  State  Agency  at  Washington,  and  appointing  Mr. 
Charles  D.  Deshler  and  others  as  agents,  to  visit  our  troops  in  the  field,  and  in  the 
hospitals  of  the  Southwest  and  other  points.  During  part  of  the  war,  Dr.  R.  R, 
Corson  acted  as  State  Agent  in  Philadelphia,  rendering  important  service.  [The  ser- 
vices of  Mr.  Deshler  among  the  troops  west  of  the  Alleghany  Mountains,  it  may  be 
here  remarked,  were  attended  by  excellent  results,  and  were  performed  in  a  manner 
entirely  satisfactory  to  the  State.  They  covered  a  period  of  five  months,  during  which 
he  secured  for  New  Jersey  soldiers  many  advantages  which  proved  of  permanent 
value].  "When  General  Grant  crossed  the  Rapidan,  in  response  to  a  call  of  the  Sur- 
geon-General for  volunteer  Surgeons  and  nurses,  Governor  Parker  dispatched  a  delega- 
tion of  nine  physicians,  together  with  nurses,  hospital  and  sanitary  stores — the  latter 
being  the  first  articles  of  the  kind  to  reach  Fredericksburg  after  its  occupation  by  our 
troops  ;  subsequently,  in  respousc  to  a  second  call,  the  Governor  sent  another  delega. 
tion  of  thirteen  volunteer  Surgeons  to  White  House,  Virginia,  where  their  services 
were  of  great  value. 

During  the  riots  in  New  York,  in  18G3,  General  Wool  and  Mayor  Opdyke  applied  to 
Governor  Parker  for  troops  to  aid  in  suppressing  the  disturbance.  He  replied  that  all 
the  available  militia  of  the  State  had  been  dispatched  to  Pennsylvania  ;  but  even  had 
it  been  otherwise,  he  would  probably  have  declined  to  send  the  men  asked  for,  holding 
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authorizing  the  Governor  and  Treasurer  to  borrow  the  additional 
sum  of  one  million  dollars  for  war  purposes,  together  with  a  num- 
ber of  others  empowering  various  towns  and  counties  to  raise 
money  for  the  purpose  of  promoting  volunteering.  In  1864,  in 
addition  to  a  law  authorizing  a  further  loan  of  one  million  dollars, 
joint  resolutions  were  adopted  authorizing  the  Governor  to  expend 
three  thousand  dollars  in  the  removal  of  the  bodies  of  New  Jersey 
soldiers  who  died  on  the  battle-field  near  Gettysburg,  to  the  National 
Cemetery  at  that  place,  and  to  assist  in  the  erection  of  a  monu- 
ment, and  also  authorizing  the  appointment  of  Marcus  L.  Ward, 
Daniel  Haines,  William  A.  Newell,  Edwin  A.  Stevens,  Charles  S. 
Olden  and  Theodore  S.  Paul,  as  commissioners  to  make  inquiries 
and  report  what  legislative  provision  ought  to  be  made  in  behalf 
of  the  wounded  and  disabled  soldiers  of  the  State,  and  whether  a 
State  retreat  or  home  should  be  built  for  such  purpose.  This  act 
was  passed  mainly  through  the  efforts  of  the  gentleman  first  named 
as  commissioner.  A  large  number  of  bounty  laws  were  also 
enacted  at  this  session ;  legislation  of  this  character,  indeed,  occu- 
pying the  greater  part  of  the  sitting.  In  1865,  among  the  first 
resolutions  adopted,  was  one  authorizing  an  expenditure  in  excess 
of  the  amount  previously  specified  in  aid  of  the  erection  of  a  sol- 
dier's monument  at  Gettysburg.  A  law  was  also  passed  creating 
"  The  Soldiers'  Childrens'  Home,"  a  corporation  for  the  purpose  of 

that  the  introduction  of  other  than  domestic  troops  would  only  have  tended  to  aggra- 
vate the  disorder.  When,  subsequently  to  the  battle  of  Monocacy,  in  1861,  the  cities 
of  Washington  and  Baltimore  were  endangered,  Governor  Parker  promptly  called  for 
troops  to  meet  the  emergency,  and,  Captain  R.  H.  Lee,  of  Camden,  responding  with  a 
company  of  militia,  speedily  dispatched  him  for  duty  at  the  Relay  House,  Marjdand. 

Governor  Parker  opposed,  during  his  entire  administration,  what  were  known  as 
"arbitrary  arrests,"  and  at  one  time,  upon  the  petition  of  certain  citizens,  appointed 
Abraham  Browning  and  Mercer  Beesley,  well  known  lawyers,  to  test  in  the  United  States 
Courts  the  constitutionality  of  the  Congressional  Act  regulating  (and  suspending)  the 
habeas  corpus.  This  matter,  however,  was  never  pressed  to  an  issue,  but  the  action 
of  Governor  Parker  exhibited  his  opposition  to  summary  procedures  of  the  character 
named,  and  at  the  time  occasioned  a  great  deal  of  comment.  Governor  Olden,  how- 
ever, had  before  him  protested,  in  a  correspondence  with  the  State  Department, 
against  the  system  of  "arbitrary  arrests/'  iusistiug  that,  at  all  events,  every  man  who 
might  be  so  arrested  should  be  afforded  a  speedy  opportunity,  upon  a  frank  and  full 
Btatement  of  the  charges  against  him,  to  vindicate  himself,  and  showing  that  the  oppo- 
site course  was,  iu  New  Jersey  at  least,  productive  of  evil  rather  than  of  good — inflam- 
ing the  temper  of  the  anti-war  party  and  augmenting  the  difficulties  of  the  political 
situation  in  the  State. 
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providing  a  home,  supporting  and  educating  the  destitute  children 
of  any  soldier,  whether  living  or  dead,  who  may  have  been 
engaged  in  the  war  for  the  Union.  At  the  same  time,  the  com- 
missioners appointed  for  the  purpose  having  reported  a  plan,  an 
act  was  passed  authorizing  the  erection  and  establishment,  at  an 
expense  not  exceeding  fifty  thousand  dollars,  of  a  Home  for  Dis- 
abled Soldiers  of  this  State.  At  the  session  of  18667  when  the 
control  of  legislation  passed  into  the  hands  of  the  Eepublican 
party,  an  appropriation  of  ten  thousand  dollars  was  authorized  for 
the  purchase  of  a  site  for  the  Soldiers'  Childrens'  Home,  and  an 
additional  appropriation  of  twenty  thousand  dollars  for  the  erection 
of  suitable  buildings  thereon.  It  was  also  enacted  that  in  order  to 
support  the  said  Home,  the  sum  of  thirty-seven  dollars  and  a-half 
be  paid,  quarterly,  out  of  the  State  Treasury,  for  each  child  main- 
tained in  the  institution.  At  the  same  session,  the  act  for  the 
establishment  of  a  Home  for  Disabled  Soldiers  was  so  far  modified 
as  to  permit  the  necessary  grounds  and  buildings  to  be  leased 
instead  of  erected ;  and  in  pursuance  of  this  authorization,  premises 
were  at  once  rented  in  the  city  of  Newark,  and  the  advantages 
proposed  by  the  act  secured  to  all  who  chose  to  claim  them.  The 
buildings  for  the  Childrens'  Home  were  erected  in  the  city  of 
Trenton,  and  already  vast  benefit  has  been  conferred  by  the  insti- 
tution upon  the  class  for  whom  it  was  specifically  designed. 

It  is  plain  from  this  brief  glance  at  the  legislation  of  the  war 
period  that  there  is  little  in  it  of  which  the  State  need  be  ashamed. 
It  may,  in  some  respects,  have  been  hesitating  and  reluctant ; 
measures  may  sometimes  have  been  enacted  only  in  obedience  to 
the  pressure  of  popular  opinion,  or  under  the  stimulus  of  urgent 
importunity  from  public-spirited  citizens ;  but  whatever  may  have 
been  the  motives  or  the  circumstances  under  which  certain  specific 
laws  were  passed,  we  have  simply  to  deal  with  them  as  results,  as 
they  appear  upon  the  record,  and  upon  each  and  all  in  harmony 
with  the  loyal  spirit  of  the  time,  can  only  bestow  cordial  and 
unqualified  approbation. 


CHAPTEE    XLIII. 

POPULAR     SYMPATHY    WITH     THE    CAUSE. 

It  was  not  alone  in  the  balls  of  legislation  that  cordial  response 
was  given  to  every  appeal  in  behalf  of  the  Cause  and  its  defenders. 
The  masses  of  the  people,  everywhere,  exhibited  unfailing  sympa- 
thy with  the  men  in  the  field.  No  war  in  history  was  ever  embel- 
lished by  such  matchless  exhibitions  of  benevolence,  such  displays 
of  the  Christian  grace  of  charity,  as  this.  Never  before  were  the 
people  so  immediately  related  to  an  army  in  the  field,  so  inti: 
mately  identified  with  its  fortunes,  or  so  profoundly  solicitous  for 
its  comfort,  as  in  this  sublime  struggle  between  centralized  aris- 
tocracy and  the  spirit  of  civil  and  religious  liberty.  As  all  ranks 
and  orders  of  men  were  found  in  the  military  service,  so  all  sorts 
and  orders  of  households — the  humblest  and  poorest  as  well  as  the 
proudest  and  most  palatial — became  contributors  alike  to  the 
stream  of  sympathy  which  poured  unceasingly  into  hospital  and 
field.  The  cottage  beside  far  away  Northern  lakes,  the  hut  in  the 
pine  forests  of  distant  Maine,  the  hovel  on  the  frontiers  of  West- 
ern civilization,  all  throbbed  and  glowed  with  prayer  and  sympathy 
for  the  Nation's  defenders,  and  from  all  alike  hands  of  blessing — 
often,  indeed,  but  scantily  filled,  but  hands  of  blessing  all  the 
same — were  stretched  out  to  those  who  stood  between  the  Govern- 
ment and  its  foes.  The  sentiment  of  patriotism  in  the  hearts  of 
the  masses,  at  every  call  for  help,  became  a  sentient  force,  flowering 
into  kindly  ministrations.  This  grand  army  of  the  Eepublic 
belonged  to  the  people  ;  it  was  their  representative ;  the  embodi- 
ment of  their  loyal  purpose;  the  type  of  their  manhood;  the 
pledge  of  their  fidelity.  There  was  a  day,  not  far  removed,  when 
they  whose  feet  now  kept  time  to  the  music  of  its  bugles,  had 
gone  out  from  the  sphere  of  home  duties,  with  the  kisses  of  loved 
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ones  upon  their  foreheads,  to  take  up  the  solemn  work  ot  the 
field ;  every  doorstep  in  the  land  had  been  pressed  by  some  such 
foot ;  every  mother,  sister,  wife,  some  such  kiss  had  given  as  a 
benediction  to  some  departing  volunteer.  Was  it  any  wonder 
that  thoughts  of  the  absent  ones,  thus  going  with  their  lives  in 
their  hands  to  do  battle  for  the  Nation,  hovered  perpetually  about 
the  homes  they  had  left  behind  ;  any  wonder  that  when  the  sound 
of  battle  came  upon  the  drowsy  air,  each  waiting  heart  grew  still 
and  anxious  ;  any  wonder  that  when,  as  the  smoke  rolled  away 
and  the  field  was  revealed,  ghastly  with  dead  and  dying,  the  whole 
people  hastened  to  relieve  the  suffering  and  touch  with  cool  finger 
the  parched,  pale  lips  of  the  smitten  ones  ?  Could  these,  maimed 
for  us,  have  been  forgotten,  and  the  Nation  have  stood  guiltless 
before  the  world?  Stopping  our  ears  to  their  piteous  cries,  could 
we  have  prayed  for  God's  blessing  on  the  cause  in  whose  defence 
they  had  perilled  all  ?  Shutting  our  eyes  to  the  privations,  perils 
and  neeis  of  the  field — to  the  coarse  barbarisms  of  rebel  prison 
hells — to  the  sicknesses  and  deaths  of  the  camp,  could  we  have 
looked  with  joy  upon  the  breaking  dawn  of  triumph  or  joined 
with  exultant  voices  in  pagans  of  thanksgiving? 

It  has  been  well  said  that  one  of  the  chief  peculiarities  of  our 
recent  war  was  that  all  its  methods  were  modified  and  controlled  by 
the  great  popular  ideas  which  lie  at  the  basis  of  American  civiliza- 
tion. It  was  a  popular  war  in  the  widest  sense.  Not  merely  was 
the  military  policy  of  the  time  controlled  by  public  opinion,  but 
everything  which  was  accomplished,  whether  good  or  bad,  was  due 
entirely  to  the  impulse  of  popular  ideas ;  and  thus  the  contest  pre- 
sents a  perfect  picture  of  the  civilization  of  the  people  engaged  in 
its  prosecution.  And  nowhere  can  we  find  a  more  complete  exhi- 
bition of  this  civilization  than  in  those  organizations  of  popular 
enthusiasm,  sympathy  and  benevolence  wholly  outside  of  the 
Government,  but  all  undertaken  to  strengthen  its  hands,  without 
whose  potent  influence  the  struggle  must  have  been  vastly  pro- 
longed, only  to  result  at  last,  perhaps,  in  disaster.  In  no  State  was 
this  organized  popular  sympathy  more  promptly  tendered,  or  more 
effectively  given,  than  in  our  own.     With  the  very  beginning  of 
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the  contest,  popular  attention  was  directed  to  the  work  of  providing 
means  for  ministering  to  the  aid  and  comfort  of  the  volunteers  who 
flocked  to  the  field.  Before  a  single  regiment  had  left  the  State, 
nimble  fingers  were  engaged  in  fashioning  articles  of  convenience 
for  those  preparing  to  march.  Nor  was  this  impulse  any  less  gen- 
eral than  it  was  spontaneous.  In  every  town  and  hamlet  of  the 
State,  men  who  were  unable  to  bear  arms,* and  women,  genuine 
sisters  of  mercy,  were  inspired  with  a  zeal  and  enthusiasm  in  be- 
half of  those  who  went  forth  in  their  stead,  which,  in  its  depth 
and  earnestness,  and  at  last,  as  experience  was  gained,  in  its  prac- 
tical efficiency,  was  wholly  without  parallel.  There  were  many 
reasons,  aside  from  zeal  for  the  cause  in  which  they  were  engaged, 
both  in  the  character  of  the  volunteers  raised  immediately  after 
the  fall  of  Sumter,  and  the  circumstances  by  which,  they  had  been 
suddenly  transformed  into  soldiers,  which  made  them  from  the 
beginning- peculiarly  the  objects  of  tender  popular  care  and  solici- 
tude. The  nuclei  of  all  the  first  regiments  raised  were  the  militia 
or  volunteer  companies  existing  in  the  various  towns  and  cities. 
For  the  most  part  the  men  were  without  any  experience  whatever 
in  campaigning,  and  their  knowledge  of  a  soldier's  duties  was  con- 
fined to  the  requirements  of  a  holiday  parade.  They  were,  moreover, 
on  many  accounts  those  likely  to  suffer  most  seriously  from  the 
fatigues  and  privations  of  a  soldier's  life.  But  at  this  time  the 
Government  had  failed  entirely  to  organize  effective  measures  for 
promoting  the  health  and  comfort  of  the  troops ;  and  the  mo- 
ment that  the  volunteers  began  to- gather  into  camps  or  barracks, 
the  result  was  seen  in  the  prevalence  of  diseases  that  might  easily 
have  been  prevented,  and  in  the  absence  of  any  provisions  what- 
ever for  the  relief  of  the  sick  or  ailing.  It  was  just  here  that  the 
popular  sympathy  found  a  reason,  aside  from  any  considerations  of 
interest  in  the  cause,  for  exertion  and  contributions  in  aid  of  those 
in  the  service.  The  people  must  supply  what  the  Government  had 
omitted  to  provide  ;  must  organize,  as  best  they  could,  systems  of 
relief;  must  pour  in,  by  whatever  channels  might  offer,  their  offer- 
ings of  sympathy  and  affection  for  those  who  had  abandoned  the 
comforts  of  home  to  stand  on  the  outposts  of  danger. 
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The  earliest  organized  movement  in  New  Jersey  for  army  relief 
was  made  by  the  women  of  Newark,  who  on  the  24th  of  April, 
1861,  formed  an  association  (of  which  the  wife  of  ex-Governor 
Pennington  was  chosen  President)  for  the  purpose  of  preparing 
necessary  comforts  for  the  volunteers  from  that  city.  Four  days 
before  this,  a  number  of  ladies  of  Jersey  City  had  tendered  their 
services  as  nurses,  bit,  so  far  as  can  be  ascertained,  no  organized 
effort  was  made  in  that  city  until  a  later  date.  During  the  follow- 
ing fortnight,  similar  aid  societies  were  formed  in  all  the  larger 
cities  and  town,  and  before  the  close  of  the  year  nearly  every  town 
in  the  State  had  its  relief  association.  In  many  places,  these 
organizations  originated  in  the  churches  ;  in  others,  they  were  the 
result  of  a  spontaneous  popular  sympathy  in  which,  religious  senti- 
ment was  in  no  sense  the  controlling  impulse.  In  every  instance, 
women  of  all  classes  of  society  were  alike  interested  in,  and  con- 
tributors to,  these  organizations.  The  American,  the  German,  the 
Irish,  all  brought  their  gifts  and  laid  them  upon  the  altar.  Some 
women,  more  conspicuous  than  others  for  energy  and  executive 
capacities,  naturally  achieved  prominence  in  the  eyes  of  the  com- 
munity;  but  often  the  gifts  of  the  humbler  had  in  them  more  of 
the  spirit  of  lofty  self-sacrifice  than  the  offerings  and  deeds  of  more 
favored  sisters.1  During  the  war,  a  number- of  Jersey  women  served 
faithfully  in  the  hospitals  in  and  about  Washington,  and  one,  as 
an  accredited  agent  of  the  Sanitary  Commission,  accompanied  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac  in  all  its  campaigns,  ministering  with  unre- 
mitting care  to  the  wants  of  the  sick  and  wounded.  Another, 
Miss  Cornelia  Hancock,  of  Salem  County,  was  even  more  distin-. 
guished  for  her  labors  in  this  direction.  Miss  Hancock  first  visited 
the  field  as  a  nurse  in  July,  1S63,  when  she  was  the  first  woman 
who  reached,  and  ministered  to,  the  wounded  of  the  Second  Army 
Corps  on  the  bloody  field  of  Gettysburg.  .  Her  labors  here  were  of 
the  most  exhausting  and  valuable  character,  and  were  highly 
appreciated  by  the  men.     She  remained  in  the  field  hospital  until 


1  Among  the  women  of  the  State  none  exhibited  a  profoundcr  interest  in  the  welfare 
of  our  soldiers  than  the  wife  of  Governor  Olden. 
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the  establishment  of  the  general  hospital  at  Camp  Letterman, 
where  she  assisted  in  the  care  of  the  wounded  for  several  weeks 
longer — the  soldiers  of  the  Third  Division  voting  her  a  silver  medal 
as  an  expression  of  their  appreciation  of  her  services.  In  October 
following,  proceeding  to  Washington,  Miss  Hancock  offered  her 
services  in  the  Contraband  hospital,  and  was  there  employed  until 
February,  1864,  when,  in  obedience  to  a  summons  from  the  Sur- 
geon in  charge  at  Brandy  Station,  she  went  to  that  place — the 
medal  given  her  at  Gettysburg  securing  her  a  pass  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  and  proving  everywhere  a  passport  to  the  favor  of 
subordinate  officials.  At  Brandy  Station  the  men  built  her  a  log 
house,  and  she  ministered  in  various  ways  to  the  comfort  of  the 
sick  and  wounded.  She  remained  here  until  April,  when  she 
returned  to  Philadelphia. 

In  May  commenced  that  series  of  terrible  battles  which  termi- 
nated in  the  overthrow  of  the  rebellion.  As  soon  as  the  news 
reached  the  North,  Miss  Hancock  at  once  left  for  Washington. 
Several  applications  were  made  by  members  of  Congress,  at  the 
War  Department,  for  a  permit  for  her  to  go  to  the  front.  Each 
was  refused,  as  being  unsafe  and  improper.  But  with  a  woman's 
tact  she  made  application  to  go  as  assistant  to  one  of  the  Surgeons, 
and  this  plan  succeeding,  she  proceeded  to  Belle  Plain,  where  she 
arrived  on  the  10th  of  May.  There  were  at  this  time  several 
thousand  men,  soldiers,  prisoners  of  war  and  wounded,  at  and 
around  the  Landing,  lying  for  the  most  part  on  the  open  hillside, 
or  among  the  low  timber  filling  the  ravines.  Going  promptly 
'ashore,  she  addressed  -herself  vigorously  to  the  work  in  hand, 
making  coffee  and  furnishing  the  sufferers  as  far  as  possible  with 
food.  With  the  earliest  opportunity,  she  passed  on  in  an  ambu- 
lance, and  was  the  first  woman  from  the  North  to  enter  Freder- 
icksburg, where  some  thousands  of  wounded  were  already  con- 
gregated. Here  she  remained  for  a  fortnight,  laboring  night  and 
day  in  aid  of  the  suffering.2     On  the  28th  of  May,  all  our  wounded 

3  An  army  Surgeon,  who  was  a  witness  of  her  labors,  wrote  as  follows  to  the  New 
York  Tribune: 
"  All  day  (the  first  of  her  arrival)  she  worked  assiduously  in  her  sphere.    "When,  the 
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having  been  sent  to  Washington,  Miss  Hancock  (with  another 
female  nurse)  set  out  on  a  march  with  the  army,  ministering  while 
en  route  to  the  comfort  of  some  Union  prisoners  who  had  been 
nearly  three  weeks  in  the  Wilderness  and  were  almost  starved. 
On  the  2d  of  June,  having  reached  White  LTouse,  she  again 
became  actively  employed,  being  frequently,  while  engaged, 
exposed  to  the  shells  of  the  enemy.  In  one  instance,  she  writes, 
u  a  rifled  cannon  ball  passed  between  Mrs.  Husbands  and  myself, 
and  a  shell,  at  another  time,  struck  the  rear  of  the  carriage  I  was 
in."  On  the  26th  of  June,  proceeding  to  City  Point,  Miss  Han- 
cock, with  three  men  detailed  as  assistants,  took  charge  of  the 
wounded  at  that  place — remaining  thus  employed  until  September, 
when  she  returned  home  on  a  hospital  transport.  In  October, 
however,  she  again  went  to  City  Point,  where  she  remained  during 
the  following  winter,  laboring  in  the  well  organized  hospitals  which 
were  established  towards  the  close  of  the  war.  After  the  fall  of 
Richmond,  she  visited  that  city,  and  active  operations  having 
ceased,  she  proceeded  to  Alexandria,  where  a  hospital  was  estab- 
lished for  those  soldiers  who  might  be  exhausted  in  the  homeward 
march.  Here  she  remained  a  fortnight,  when,  her  services  being 
no  longer  needed,  she  finally  quit  the  field,  endeavoring  to  forget 
the  fearful  scenes  which  it  had  been  her  lotto  witness,  and  happy 
in  the  reflection  that  she  had  done  what  she  could  to  alleviate  the 
sufferings  by  which  she  had  so  long  been  surrounded.3 


next  day,  I  opened  a  new  hospital  at  the  Methodist  Church,  I  invited  her  to  accom- 
pany me.  She  did  so,  and  if  success  attended  the  efforts  to  ameliorate  the  sufferings, 
it  was  in  no  small  degree  owing  to  her  indefatigable  labors.  Within  an  hour  from  the 
time  one  hundred  and  twenty  men  had  been  placed  in  the  building,  she  had  seen  that 
good  beef  soup  had  been  administered  to  each,  and  during  the  period  I  was  there,  no 
delicacy  or  nutriment  attainable  was  wanting  to  the  men.  Were  any  dying,  she  sat  by 
to  soothe  their  last  moments,  to  receive  the  dying  messages  to  friends  at  home,  and, 
when  it  was  over,  to  convey  by  letter  the  sad  intelligence.  Let  me  rise  ever  so  early, 
she  had  already  preceded  me  at  work,  and  during  the  many  long  hours  of  the  day  she 
never  seemed  to  weary  or  flag  ;  in  the  evening  when  all  in  her  own  hospital  had  been 
fully  cared  for,  she  would  go  about  the  town  with  delicacies  to  administer  to  those  who 
were  so  situated  that  they  otherwise  could  not  obtain  them.  At  night,  she  sought  a 
garret  (aud  it  was  literally  one)  for  her  rest.  One  can  but  feebly  portray  the  ministra- 
tions of  such  a  person.  She  belonged  to  no  association,  and  had  no  compensation.  She 
commanded  respect,  for  she  was  lady-like  and  well  educated.  So  quiet  and  undemon- 
strative, that  her  presence  was  scarcely  noticed,  except  by  the  smiling  faces  of  the 
wounded  as  she  passed." 
3  In  this  connection,  we  have  the  following  in  reference  to  the  labors  of  a,  daughter 
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What  has  so  far  been  said  relates  purely  to  the  methods  of  army 
relief  instituted  and  employed  by  the  patriotic  women  of  the  State. 
There  were  other  expressions  of  sympathy  with  the  soldier  and 
those  dependent  upon  him,  which  were  hardly  less  praiseworthy  or 
important.  Among  these  may  be  specified  as  particularly  signifi- 
cant and  valuable,  the  movements,  early  initiated  in  all  parts  of 
the  State,  for  the  relief  and  support  of  the  families  of  volunteers, 
many  of  whom,  but  for  this  provident  help,  must  have  suffered 
from  absolute  want.  The  first  movement  of  this  character,  so  far 
as  the  newspaper  records  show,  was  made  in  the  town  of  Lambert- 
ville,  where,  as  early  as  April  17,  1861,  a  considerable  sum  of 
money  for  this  purpose  was  raised.  This  was  followed,  within  a 
week,  by  similar  movements  in  Trenton,  Mount  Holly,  Jersey  City, 
Newark,  Paterson  and  all  the  larger  towns  of  the  State — in  many 
of  which,  during  the  entire  period  of  the  war^  soldiers'  families 
received  material  aid,  the  aggregate  amounting  to  millions  of 
dollars.  The  effect  of  this  popular  sympathy  with  those  who 
marched  afield  at  the  country's  call  was,  as  may  be  conceived,  most 
salutary,  not  only  as  it  affected  those  immediately  benefited,  but 
also  in  its  broader  bearings  and  influence  upon  the  cause  itself. 
"While  relieving  the  soldier  of  anxiety  as  to  the  fate  of  his  family, 
certainly  a  most  important  consideration,  these  movements   had 


of  Massachusetts,  who  was  greatly  and  gratefully  identified  with  New  Jersey  troops 
and  especially  the  Second  Brigade.  The  facts  are  supplied  by  a  Surgeon  of  that  bri- 
gade: 

"  There  is  one  person  who  deserves  special  mention  for  her  services.  I  refer  to  Miss 
Helen  S.  Gilson,  from  Chelsea,  Massachusetts,  and  the  gentleman  who  accompanied 
her,  the  Honorable  Frank  B.  Fay,  Mayor  of  Chelsea,  and  now  State  Senator  of  Massa- 
chusetts. Miss  Gilson  was  truly  a  'Florence  Nightingale'  to  the  Second  New  Jersey 
Brigade.  At  the  battles  of  Fredericksburg,  Chancellorsville,  Gettysburg,  aud  in  the 
battles  just  prior  to  the  surrender  of  Lee's  Army  at  Appamattox  Court  House,  she 
was  ever  present,  relieving  the  necessities  of  our  wounded  braves.  She  represented  no 
Society,  or  benevolent  class  of  persons  particularly,  but  came  with  a  heart  overllowimr 
with  love  for  her  country,  and  its  noble  defenders,  aided  by  the  generous  hand  and 
purse  of  Mayor  Fay,  to  do  what  she  could  to  mitigate  the  sutierings  entailed  by  war' 
and  nobly  did  she  perform  her  mission.  1  do  not  speak  of  her  as  I  would  of  a  great 
many  women  who  came  to  the  army  to  do  good  (and  who  doubtless  did  it).  Her 
sphere  of  life,  her  place  in  society,  and  the  people  in  Boston  whom  she  represented, 
united  with  her  high  order  of  intellect,  and  her  graces  of  manner  and  character,  enti- 
tle her  to  a  much  higher  place  in  the  estimation  ot  the  historians  of  this  war.  She 
combined,  more  than  auv  person  1  ever  knew,  the  useful  woman  with  the  thorough 
lady." 
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even  a  higher  value  than  this,  which  no  student  of  the  war  can  fail 
to  discern.  They  assured  him  of  the  lively  sympathy  of  the  peo- 
ple in  the  grand  work  to  which  he  consecrated  his  life;  discovered 
to  him  inexhaustible  depths  of  sympathetic  feeling,  of  confident 
resolve  and  of  loyal  conviction  in  the  great  heart  of  the  nation  ; 
and  so  nerved  his  arm,  confirmed  his  faith  and  deepened  his  enthu- 
siasm in  every  hour  of  doubt  and  perplexity — making  him  invin- 
cible to  ordinary  calamities,  and  girding  him  with  more  than  regal 
courage  in  every  moment  of  thickening  conflict.  Men  may  fight 
bravely,  indeed,  for  glory  and  the  pomp  of  fame  ;  may  die  grandly 
for  one  word  of  applause  from  some  Napoleonic  Captain  ;  but  they 
only  fight  with  sublimest  courage,  with  a  fortitude  that  rises  supe- 
rior to  all  accidents,  when  they  feel  the  heart  of  the  nation — of 
which  they  are  themselves  a  part — behind  them,  beating  in  fullest 
sympathy  with  their  own ;  when  they  have  an  enlightened,  con- 
scious, personal  stake  in  the  combat ;  when  they  know  that  the 
blow  which  shivers  the  power  of  the  foe  brings  safety  to  their  own 
kin,  and  will  be  saluted  with  glad  acclaim,  not  merely  because  it 
carries  victory  with  it,  but  because  that  victory  is  achieved  by 
them.  Thus  it  was  that  all  through  the  terrible  conflict,  the  sol- 
diers of  the  Union,  fighting  as  it  were  in  the  very  presence  of  their 
homes;  fighting  with  memorials  of  home' affection  in  their  knap- 
sacks, or  worn  as  talismans  upon  their  breasts  ;  fighting  in  the  con- 
sciousness that  dear  remembered  faces  would  pale  with  shame  if 
they  faltered  in  duty,  and  hands  that  had  never  ceased  to  minister 
to  their  needs  would  grow  listless  if  their  own  withdrew  from  any 
work — performed  prodigies  of  valor  which  challenge  the  homage 
of  the  nations,  and  in  the  end  achieved  a  triumph  which  saved  the 
world  from  the  ghastliest  spectacle  of  the  age — the  overthrow  of 
Christian  civilization  on  the  field  towards  which  all  the  centuries 
had  marshalled  the  forces  of  good  and  evil. 

As  among  the  loyal  women  of  the  State  some  were  more  con- 
spicuous than  others  in  their  labors  of  beneficence  in  this  behalf, 
so  there  were  men  who  became  eminent  above  all  their  fellows 
for  the  extent  and  value  of  their  efforts.  None  in  the  State,  no 
one,  indeed,  in  the  country,  achieved  greater  eminence  as  a  friend 
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and  benefactor  of  the  soldier,  from  the  very  commencement  to  the 
close  of  the  war,  than  Mr.  Marcus  L.  Ward,  then  a  private  citizen 
of  Newark,  and  afterwards  Governor  of  the  State.  Being  chosen 
Chairman  of  the  Public  Aid  Committee  of  Newark,4  in  April, 
1861,  Mr.  Ward  was  among  the  first  to  discover  the  peculiar  diffi- 
culties and  necessities  of  the  soldiers,  and  with  rare  consecration, 
he  at  once  resolved  to  devote  himself  to  the  work  of  promoting 
and  guarding  the  interests,  not  only  of  the  volunteers,  but  of  their 
families  as  well.  To  that  end,  abandoning  his  personal  business, 
he  opened  an  office,  and  employing  clerks,  established  a  bureau  of 
correspondence  and  collection,  which  very  soon  had  relations  with 
every  regiment  in  the  field.  By  means  of  a  system  at  once  simple 
and  perfect,  he  collected  and  distributed  to  the  families  of  volun- 
teers the  pay  of  thousands  who  might  otherwise  have  frittered  it 
away  in  self-indulgence — thus  saving  to  those  directly  interested, 
and  bringing  into  the  State,  millions  of  dollars,  without  the  loss  of 
a  single  dime,  and  without  a  farthing's  expense  to  any  man  in  the 
service.5  These  operations,  extending  over  a  period  of  four  years, 
and  reaching  to  every  part  of  the  widely  extended  field,  involved 
necessarily  the  closest  fidelity,  as  well  as  very  considerable  expen- 
ditures, on  the  part  of  Mr.  Ward  :  but  the  service,  voluntarily 
undertaken,  was  faithfully  performed  to  the  end,  and,  indeed,  for  a 
considerable  period  subsequent  to  the  termination  of  the  war.  It 
was  not  alone  in  this  direction,  however,  that  Mr.  Ward's  patri- 
otism and  energy  found  expression.  Whatever  concerned  the 
comfort  and  welfare  of  the  soldier  found  in  him  a  hearty  sympa- 
thizer, and  he  was  as  ready  to  minister  to  the  wants  of  the  sick  and 
wounded  in  the  hospital  or  field,  or  to  intercede  for  a  rectification 


4  This  committee  was  organized  April  22,  1801,  and  up  to  the  28th  of  September  fol- 
lowing, expended  the  sum  of  thirty-seven  thousand  three  hundred  and  fifty-eight  dollars 
in  aiding-  soldiers'  families,  encouraging  enlistments,  &e.  The  committee  consisted  of 
'Marcus  L.  Ward,  Joseph  P.  Bradley,  George  Peters,  Ira  M.  Harrison,  and  Beach  Van- 
derpool.  • 

5  Mr.  Jonathan  Cook,  of  Trcntou,  also  performed  excellent  and  commendable  service 
in  collecting,  under  the  patronage  of  the  State  authorities,  the  pay  of  New  Jersey 
soldiers  and  conveying  it  to  their  families.  Mr.  John  Hill,  of  Boonton,  was  also  inde- 
fatigable in  similar  labors,  and  in  the  care  of  our  sick  and  wounded  in  the  held  and 
hospital. 
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of  abuses  in  regimental  discipline,  or  to  secure  the  reversal  of 
harsh  judgments  of  court-martial  in  cases  of  trivial  offence,  as  to 
perform  less  arduous  labor.  In  many  instances,  when  regiments 
had  been  without  their  pay  for  a  considerable  period,  he  succeeded. 
by  ceaseless  importunity,  in  bringing  the  Government  to  act  upon 
the  important  matter;  and  in  one  case  was  instrumental  in  obtain- 
ing the  passage  of  a  special  act  by  Congress,  appropriating  some 
millions  of  dollars  for  the  express  purpose  of  paying  the  Army  of 
the  Potomac  the  amount  due  it  for  months  of  difficult  service.  He 
also  secured  the  location  and  establishment  of  a  Government  Hos- 
pital in  the  city  of  Newark,  in  order  that  the  wounded  soldiers  of 
this  State  might  be  brought  within  reach  of  their  friends,  instead 
of  being  detained  at  Washington  or  more  remote  points ;  and  for 
a  time  gave  his  personal  attention  to  the  supervision  and  direction 
of  the  immense  establishment — advancing,  moreover,  from  his  own 
purse  the  money  necessary  to  equip  it  for  occupancy.6     Persons 


6  Mr.  Ward's  report  in  reference  to  the  institution  of  this  hospital,  says  : 
"Having  been  applied  to,  as  Chairman  of  the  Public  Aid  Committee,  of  this  city, 
on  Sunday  morning,  May  11,  18G2,  to  furnish  accommodations  for  several  New  Jersey 
soldiers  who  had  been  wounded  at  the  battle  of  Williamsburg,  aud  who  had  arrived  by 
the  night  train  from  the  seat  of  war,  and  being  thus  brought  to  a  realizing  sense  of 
our  utterly  unprepared  condition  to  receive  and  care  for  our  brave  and  suffering  sol- 
diers, I  immediately  repaired  to  the  residence  of  his  Excellency  Governor  Olden,  at 
Princeton,  to  secure  his  authority  for  the  establishment  of  a  hospital  in  this  city. 
Governor  Olden  promptly  and  cordially  authorized  the  undertaking,  and  empowered 
me  to  procure  necessary  buildings,  furniture,  surgeons,  nurses,  assistants,  stores,  and 
indeed  all  things  needed  to  promote  the  comfort  and  weli-being  of  the  patients,  ap- 
pointing the  undersigned  superintendent  of  the  hospital  to  be  thus  established. 

"On  the  following  day,  May  12,  I  secured  a  large  and  commodious  building — situate 
at  Centre  street,  between  the  Passaic  River  and  the  New  Jersey  Railroad — answering 
the  conditions  of  the  Government,  which  requires  that  military  hospitals  shall,  when 
practicable,  be  easy  of  access  by  railroad  and  water  communication.  I  proceeded  at 
once  to  have  the  building  freed  of  its  contents,  cleansed,  and  otherwise  prepared  for 
the  reception  of  patients.  On  the  same  evening  a  dispatch  was  received  from  General 
Dix,  military  commander  of  Baltimore,  giving  notice  that  forty-six  wounded  Jersey- 
men  were  en  route  for  Newark,  and  requesting  that  accommodations  should  be  provi- 
ded for  them.  The  following  da}-,  the  13th  of  May,  the  soldiers  arrived,  and  constitu- 
ted the  ftrst  patients  received  at  the  hospital,  demonstrating  at  the  same  time  the 
great  necessity  for  its  establishment.  In  the  conduct  of  the  institution  it  became  evi- 
dent that  to  secure  order,  proper  subordination,  and  the  greatest  good  to  the  patients, 
the  hospital  should  be  under  military  and  Governmental  control.  To  accomplish  these 
important  objects  (and  with  the  consent  of  Governor  Olden)  I  visited  Washington, 
and  secured  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  on  the  11th  day  of  Juue,  the  acceptance  ot  the 
institution  as  a  United  States  military  hospital,  the  Government  agreeini;  to  assume 
the  expenses  from  its  organization.      On  the  17th  of  June,  Brigadier-General  Ham- 
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who  have  given  thought  to  an  examination  of  the  records  of  per- 
sonal and  individual  service  during  the  war,  all  concur  that  in 
the  extent  and  beneficence  of  his  operations,  the  patriotic  and 
humane  spirit  by  which  all  his  acts  were  characterized,  and  the 
splendor  of  the  example  which  he  presented  to  the  country,  Mr. 
Ward  was  without  a  peer,  and  deserves  to  be  gratefully  remem- 
bered as  having  illustrated  in  the  highest  form  the  intelligence, 
patriotism  and  humanity  of  his  age. 

In  November,  1863,  it  being  felt  that  the  work  of  sanitary  relief, 
which  with  the  increase  of  our  armies  had  grown  to  unexpected 
proportions,  demanded  a  more  thorough  and  general  organization, 
a  meeting  was  held,  upon  the  call  of  Dr.  George  Taylor  and 
Reverend  Gr.  0.  Glavis,  at  the  hospital  in  Newark,  for  the  purpose 
of  listening  to  a  statement  from  Reverend  Doctor  Bellows,  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  Sanitary  Commission,  in  reference  to  the 


mond,  Surgeon  General,  commissioned  Doctors  J.  B.  Jackson  and  Isaac  A.  Nichols  as 
Acting  Assistant-Surgeons  in  charge." 

The  -whole  medical  faculty  of  the  city,  from  the  moment  the  hospital  was  opened, 
exhibited  a  deep  interest  in  its  success,  and  for  a  long  time  gave  daily  and  gratuitous 
attention.  The  women  of  Newark  also  most  generously  co-operated  in  the  good  work, 
supplying  all  sorts  of  delicacies  for  the  sick,  and  in  some  cases  acting  as  nurses.  On 
several  occasions,  as  on  Thanksgiving  and  similar  festival  days,  sumptuous  dinners 
were  provided  for  the  patients  numbering  several  hundred,  and  at  such  times  the  en- 
joyment was  universal.  Those  patients  who  died  in  the  hospital,  were  Juried  in 
Fairmount  Cemetery,  where  a  large  and  eligible  plot  of  ground  was  given  for  the  pur- 
pose. 

Some  time  before  this,  (April  9,  1863,)  a  hospital,  by  direction  of  Governor  Olden, 
had  been  opened  at  Jersey  City,  for  the  reception  of  the  sick  and  wounded  New  Jersey 
soldiers  arriving  in  New  York  from  North  Carolina  and  Virginia — Mr.  Cornelius  Van 
Vorst  being  made  superintendant.  This  hospital,  however,  was  closed  on  the  10th  of 
August,  and  the  patients  removed  to  that  at  Newark.  The  total  number  of  patients 
admitted  was  three  hundred  and  eighty-three,  all  of  whom  received  subsistence,  such 
clothing  as  was  required,  aud  medical  treatmcut.  The  medical  department  of  this 
hospital  was  under  the  care  of  Doctors  Lutkius,  Olcott,  and  Olcott,  jr.,  all  of  whom 
rendered  their  services  gratuitously.  Mr.  Van  Vorst,  in  his  report  to  the  Quarter- 
master-General, says : 

"Although  the  Government  furnished  the  principal  medical  stores,  clothing,  subsist- 
ence and  furniture  for  the  use  of  the  iumates  of  the  hospital,  still  we  were  dependent 
upon  the  beneficence  of  the  citizens  of  the  State  for  many  articles  indispensable  for 
the  health  and  comfort  of  the  sick.  Plain  dressing  gowns,  shirts,  drawers,  socks, 
lint,  bandages,  and  delicacies  such  as  the  sick  and  wounded  men  would  relish,  were 
bountifully  supplied  by  the  several  ladies'  aid  societies  of  the  State.  *  *  *  To  the 
ladies  of  Jersey  City,  who,  by  their  bounty  liberally  bestowed,  and  their  daily  personal 
attendance  at  the  hospital,  alleviated  much  suffering,  is  due  the  efficiency  and  success 
of  the  enterprise." 
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plan  of  operations  of  that  great  charity.  At  this  meeting  arrange- 
ments were  made  for  a  public  demonstration  a  few  weeks  later, 
which  resulted  in  the  formation  of  the  "  United  States  Sanitary 
Commission  for  New  Jersey,"  Messrs.  Cornelius  Walsh,  Stephen  E. 
Condit,  Stephen  G.  Gould,  Samuel  P.  Smith,  Thomas  T.  Kinney, 
and  Dr.  George  Taylor,  being  appointed  a  Committee  with  full 
power  to  add  to  their  number  and  take  all  necessary  measures  to 
extend  the  organization  throughout  the  County  and  State.  Subse- 
quently Mr.  Walsh  was  chosen  President,  Marcus  L.  Ward  Treas- 
urer, and  Dr.  George  Taylor  Secretary  of  the  association — Dr.  Glavis 
being  appointed  to  visit  the  different  townships  and  cities,  and 
enter  into  correspondence  with  the  leading  citizens,  for  the  purpose 
of  securing  united  action  in  promoting  the  interests  of  the  United 
States  Sanitary  Commission  throughout  the  State.  Up  to  this  time, 
all  the  contributions  of  the  State  for  purposes  of  relief  had  passed 
through  the  hands  of  Mr.  Ward,  but  from  this  date  forward  the 
Commission  assumed  the  responsibility  of  this  labor,  Mr.  Walsh 
contributing  largely  by  his  efforts  to  promote  public  interest  in  the 
work.  During  the  first  year  of  the  operations  *of  the  Com- 
mission, the  money  and  goods  contributed  by  the  people  of 
the  State  in  aid  of  the  Commission  amounted  to  $63,543.61  in 
cash,  and  §65,263.24  in  supplies,  of  which  nine  hundred  and 
thirty-one  boxes  were  sent  to  the  field,  in  addition  to  which 
it  was  estimated  that  the  State  contributed  in  goods  and  money? 
through  the  Central  Fair  of  Philadelphia,  some  $40,000,  while 
the  contributions  of  many  societies,  organized  through  the  instru- 
mentality of  the  Commission,  were  sent  direct  to  New  York, 
Washington,  and  the  army,  amounting  in  value  to  some  $20,000. 
The  largest  contributions  in  supplies  were  made  by  Elizabeth 
($7,755),  Boonton  ($4,140),  Salem  ($4,136),  Millville  (§2,062), 
Plainfield  (§3,322),  Paterson  ($3,122),  Kahway  ($2,348),  Somer- 
ville  ($2,216),  Woodstown  ($1,598),  Lodi  ($1,616),  Montclair 
($1,793,)  and  Schralenburg  ($1,838).  The  largest  contributions 
in  money  were  made  by  Newark  ($7,052),  Jersey  City  ($5,566), 
Hoboken  (§1,050),  and  Pequannock  Township  (1,015). 7 

7  During  the  remaining  period  of  the  war,  contributions  were  liberally  continued, 
but  no  data  are  at  hand  as  to  the  amount  cither  of  cash  or  supplies. 
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The  receipts  from  the  New  Jersey  department  of  the  Metropolitan 
Fair  amounted  to  $4S,960.58.9 

It  was  not  alone,  however,  through  the  Sanitary  Commission 
that  the  offerings  of  our  people  reached  the  field.  Many  religious 
bodies,  as  well  as  private  citizens,  preferring  the  plan  of  operations 
pursued  by  the  Christian  Commission,  directed  their  contributions 
in  that  channel,  and  tens  of  thousands  of  dollars,  in  money  and 
supplies,  were  thus  added  to  the  volume  of  relief  furnished  by  our 
people.  In  connection  with  this  latter  Commission,  moreover, 
hundreds  of  our  citizens,  clergymen  and  others,  labored  at  various 
times  in  the  field,  caring  for  the  sick  and  disabled.  It  may  be  said, 
comprehensively,  on  this  whole  subject,  that  no  State  in  the  Union, 
in  proportion  to  its  population,  did  more  liberal  things  for  the 
soldiers  of  the  Republic,  and  their  families  at  home,  than  New 
Jersey. 


8  The  following  is  supplied  by  Mr.  Walter  Rutherfurd,  chairman  of  the  New  Jersey 
department  in  this  fair : 
"  The  result  of  the  contributions  from  New  Jersey  was  as  follows  : 
"Gross  amount  of  sales,  $16,214.11;  cash  contributions,  $18,849.47;  sale  of  tickets, 
$5,400—  total,  §40,463.58.  Counterfeit  bill,  $5  ;  expenses,  §15.  Contributed  to 
mechanical  department,  61,287.40  ;  arms  and  trophies,  S2,0C0  ;  floral  department, 
$2,000;  India  rubber,  §517;  cottage,  $600;  sent  to  Philadelphia,  $1,600— total, 
$48,960.58." 
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CHAPTER    XLIY. 
ATTITUDE     OF    THE     CHURCH. 

It  will  not  be  denied  that  up  to  the  assault  upon  Fort  Sumter, 
the  American  Church  in  many  respects  occupied  an  equivocal  posi- 
tion touching  questions  of  high  national  significance.  In  some 
denominations  there  had  been  a  sensible  decline  of  the  righteous 
sentiment  of  abhorrence  of  slaveholding  and  the  practices  and  doc- 
trines which  it  nourished,  which  once  almost  universally  prevailed  ; 
in  some  States,  indeed,  the  Church  had  actually  arrayed  herself  on 
the  side  of  barbarism  and  oppression,  ignoring  the  dictates  of  jus- 
tice and  suppressing  the  instincts  of  true  piety.  In  many  Northern 
pulpits  a  shameless  timidity  held  up  holy  hands  in  protest  against 
even  the  discussion  of  questions  involving  the  very  life  of  the 
nation,  while  in  others  gowned  arms  were  stretched  out  with  bene- 
dictions upon  the  vilest  abominations  that  ever  debauched  a  peo- 
ple. There  were,  it  is  true,  some  faithful  witnesses  in  all  the 
churches,  during  the  sad  days  of  ecclesiastical  infidelity  ;  the  pious 
abhorrence  of  slavery  which  had  characterized  the  fathers  of  the 
Church,  was  never  entirely  suppressed;  but  the  general  influence 
and  tendency,  as  evinced  in  ecclesiastical  decisions,  in  the  failure 
of  her  discipline  to  take  cognizance  of  glaring  iniquities,  and  in 
other  ways,  were  wholly  pernicious  and  impossible  of  defence. 

And,  perhaps,  there  are  few  who,  looking  back  over  these  five 
bloody  years,  would  care  to  attempt  a  justification  of  this  recreancy 
among  religious  bodies;  few  who  are  not  prepared  to  admit  all  that 
may  be  written  in  condemnation  on  this  point.  For,  certainly,  a 
wonderful  change  has  come  over  the  pulpit  of  the  country  as  to  all 
these  matters.  Discussion  is  no  longer  stifled.  There  is  no  longer 
a  disposition  to  apologize  for  flagrant  political  evils,  or  shut  the 
eyes  to  crying  abominations  in  our  life  as  a  people.     The  Bible  is 
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no  longer  twisted  and  distorted  to  accommodate  its  monitions  or 
adapt  its  instructions  to  peculiar  phases  of  sentiment  in  the  pews. 
•The  clergy  no  longer  fear,  as  they  once  did,  to  shock  the  prejudices 
qf  politicians  or  offend  the  schemes  of  parties.  It  is  true,  indeed, 
that  the  black  image  once  so  widely  worshipped  is  broken  and 
there  is  no  longer  need  of  silence  as  to  this  species  of  idolatry  ;  but 
even  before  it  was  shivered,  while  yet  millions  at  the  South  and 
thousands  at  the  North  were  striving  to  save  it  and  perpetuate  its 
worship,  the  Northern  pulpit  began  to  speak  out  with  pronounced 
and  emphatic  utterance.  With  the  first  flash  of  the  guns  about 
beleaguered  Sumter,  a  new  flame  began  to  burn  and  glow  in  all  the 
churches  of  the  North.  The  fire  that  burned  and  scorched  the 
walls  of  that  bravely  defended  fort,  consumed  in  thousands  of  pul- 
pits the  last  vestige  of  sympathy  with  slavery  and  the  lords  of  mis- 
rule. Human  governments  are  ordained  of  God ;  and  the  ministry 
which  for  fifty  years  had  reprobated  as  sinful,  all  agitation  and  dis- 
cussion which  tended,  in  their  opinion,  to  unsettle  the  foundations 
and  enfeeble  the  popular  confidence  in  this  Government  of  ours, 
now  condemned  with  equal  vehemence  the  unjustifiable  and  wicked 
attempts  of  Southern  insurgents  to  tear  it  in  pieces  and  establish 
upon  its  ruins  a  gigantic  crime  in  the  outraged  name  of  law  and 
order.  Here  and  there,  it  is  true,  there  were  those  who  came  up 
slowly  to  the  work  of  proclaiming  loyalty  as  a  religious  duty  ;  but 
as  a  body,  the  Church  spoke  with  grand  and  majestic  voice ;  her 
alarms  and  appeals  sounding  out  like  a  trumpet-call  over  the 
awakening  land.  Men  who  had  defended  slavery  in  all  its  aggres- 
sions ;  who  in  all  their  sympathies  and  avowals  were  identified 
with  the  retrograde  opinions  of  their  day,  suddenly  became  oracles 
of  freedom,  teaching  men  to  break  the  enervating  enchantments  of 
the  past,  and  purifying  and  exalting  all  within  their  reach  by  the 
power  of  their  quickened  and  almost  singular  enthusiasm.  Before 
the  apparition  of  a  great  catastrophe,  they  ceased  to  be  triflers  and 
hold-backs  ;  some  becoming  courageous  and  intrepid  to  a  fault  in 
rebuking  the  false ;  many  marching  afield  with  their  lives  in  their 
hands;  few,  indeed,  hesitating  to  speak,  strongly  or  weakly,  for 
liberty  and  law. 
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If  it  shall  be  inquired  how  a  pulpit,  which  for  so  many  years 
had  been  faithless,  could  thus  suddenly  rise  to  the  height  of  its 
great  duty,  the  answer  is  obvious.  The  good  and  evil  qualities  of 
men  inevitably  declare  themselves  in  a  vital  social  crisis.  In  the 
face  of  tremendous  peril,  the  moral  nature  comes  necessarily  upper- 
most. A  torpid  age  develops  only  the  sensuous  life  of  a  people ; 
but  when  God  compels  them  to  stand  in  some  central  current  of 
His  providence  and  grapple  with  problems  of  life  and  death, 
conscience,  though  slumbering  through  drowsy  years,  becomes  a 
spur,  a  burning  fire,  consuming  all  the  dross  of  life,  preserving 
only  the  fine  gold — kindling  with  a  ruddy  blaze  forgotten  truths, 
quickening  the  soul  to  new  discoveries  of  duty,  and  rousing  the 
whole  moral  nature  into  keener  scrutiny  and  more  vigorous  action. 
The  Northern  pulpit,  with  all  its  failings  and  omissions ;  its  mis- 
conceptions of  its  true  relations  to  political  and  social  questions — 
was  not  in  the  main  without  a  latent  conscience ;  did  not  lack 
genuine  religious  life.  The  one  had  been,  indeed,  perverted ;  the 
other  had  not  borne  the  fruits  for  which  men  looked ;  but  both, 
existed.  For  some  years,  moreover,  before  the  outbreak  of  hos- 
tilities, many  in  the  pulpit  had  began  to  question  among  them- 
selves whether,  after  all,  slavery  was  a  divinely  instituted  system, 
and  whether  men,  presuming  to  teach  the  truth  of  God,  were 
justified  in  keeping  silence  touching  its  growing  evils.  Now  and 
then  a  voice  was  heard  breaking  the  silence  of  years  and  calling 
the  people,  in  manly  tones,  to  defend  their  heritage.  At  last  that 
monstrous  crime  lifted  its  hand  in  actual  menace  against  the 
Nation's  life.  Its  triumph,  beyond  all  peradventure,  would  involve 
not  merely  the  downfall  of  liberty  but  the  desolation  of  Zion  ;  the 
corruption  of  the  morals,  the  defilement  of  the  whole  life  of  the 
people.  The  hideous  spectre  of  a  nation  debauched  and  cast  to 
the  tormentors,  rose  solemnly  into  view.  Then  it  was  that  the 
better  qualities  of  the  pulpit  declared  themselves,  and  the  moral 
nature  of  clergy  and  laity  alike  became  irresistably  dominant. 
Then  it  was  that  the  Church,  girding  her  loins  and  calling  her  sons 
around  the  standard  of  the  Cross,  set  beneath  it  the  Nation's  flag, 
and  bade  them  go,  with  her  blessing,  to  the  battle  whose  lines 
were  already  arrayed. 
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Thus  the  Church,  in  the  blood  of  some  of  her  best  and  bravest, 
wiped  out  the  guilt  of  years  of  infidelity.  In  conscience  and 
before  God  she  could  not  have  done  less.  To  maintain  the  duty 
of  allegiance  to  the  Government  in  time  of  civil  war  is  the  mani- 
fest, the  imperative  duty  of  all  religious  bodies.  "  The  same  civil 
obligations  rest  upon  the  Church,  in  her  corporate  or  organic 
capacity,  as  rest  upon  any  other  organizations  of  men,  or  upon 
the  individual  citizen,  so  far  as  they  may  apply  to  each  respect- 
ively.  These  bodies,  as  such,  are  under  civil  protection,  which 
the  Government  is  bound  to  render ;  they  enjoy  immunities  which 
the  civil  authorities  grant  and  guard ;  they  hold  property  under 
the  laws  of  the  land ;  their  charters  and  franchises  are  from  the 
State;  they  have  the  same  rights  and  privileges  at  law  and  in 
equity  which  other  corporations  enjoy.  By  virtue  of  these  things, 
they  owe,  in  their  organic  character,  full  allegiance  to  the  civil 
authority.  Every  principle  of  the  Word  of  God,  of  human  law, 
of  common  sense,  and  every  principle  in  any  way  entering  into 
the  welfare  of  society,  shows  this  beyond  dispute."1  The  Church, 
then,  in  declaring  for  the  Government  and  denouncing  the  rebel- 
lion, only  did  her  duty — that  and  nothing  more. 

In  New  Jersey,  the  attitude  of  all  religious  bodies  was  from  the 
very  first  positive  and  unequivocal.  There  was  no  pelting  the 
monstrous  wickedness  of  rebellion  with  dainty  pellets  of  rose- 
leaves  ;  but  sharp,  courageous,  telling  blows  were  rained  down  upon 
it  from  nearly  every  pulpit.  On  the  Sunday  following  the  assault 
upon  Sumter,  voices  which  had  long  been  hushed  found  strength 
to  speak  for  order,  loyalty,  and  freedom.  In  some  cases,  full  com- 
panies of  volunteers  were  at  once  raised  in  individual  churches  for 
service  in  the  field.2  In  whatever  direction,  and  in  whatever  way, 
sympathy  could  be  shown  with  the  Government,  there  and  in  that 


1  Reverend  R.  L.  Stanton  in  "The  Church  and  the  Rebellion." 

2  The  First  Baptist  Church  of  Newark  sent  one  hundred  and  seventy-two  of  its 
members  into  the  military  and  naval  service  of  the  Union,  of  whom  some  thirty  were 
killed.  Besides  this  number  of  volunteers,  some  thirty  of  the  church  and  congrega- 
tion were  represented  in  the  persons  of  substitutes.  Other  churches  in  the  same  city- 
sent  an  almost  equally  large  number  to  the  held,  and  in  several  other  cities,  almost 
entire  companies  were  recruited  in  individual  churches. 


798  NEW  JERSEY  AND   THE   REBELLION. 

manner  it  was  manifested.  All  denominations,  without  exception, 
at  toe  earliest  opportunity,  gave  formal  expression  to  the  preva- 
lent sentiment  of  loyalty.  The  first  formal  "  deliverance"  was 
made  by  the  Presbytery  (New  School)  of  Kockaway,  on  the  18th 
of  April;  1861,  in  the  form  of  resolutions  denouncing  the  rebellion 
as  designed  to  "  perpetuate  and  extend  a  system  of  human  oppres- 
sion, abhorrent  to  reason,  religion,  and  the  best  interests  of  the 
country,"  and  calling  upon  all  patriots  and  Christians  to  stand  by 
the  Constitution  and  laws,  and  to  do  all  in  their  power  to  repel  the 
attack  of  traitors  upon  the  peace  and  welfare  of  the  Nation." 
About  the  same  date,  Bishop  Odenheimer  of  the  Protestant  Epis- 
copal Church,  issued  a  Pastoral  letter,  specifying  and  authorizing 
the  use  of  a  prayer  for  the  country  in  the  trials  which  had  come 
upon  it ;  but  that  Church  by  no  means  confined  its  supplications  in 
behalf  of  the  Nation's  cause  to  that  somewhat  cold  and  rigid  for- 
mula. The  prayer  may  have  been  the  prayer  of  the  Bishop  ;  but 
it  was  not  that  of  the  great  body  of  his  flock.  These  apparently 
preferred  to  address  the  Throne  of  Grace  in  language  of  sincere, 
heartfelt  longing,  rather  than  in  the  delicate  phrases  of  polite  indif- 
ference, not  believing,  perhaps,  that  God  could  be  mocked.3  The 
next  authoritative  "  deliverance"  was  made,  so  far  as  evidence 
exists,  by  the  East  New  Jersey  Baptist  Association,  composed  of 
representatives  of  some  fifty  churches,  which,  on  the  5th  of  June, 
adopted,  unanimously,  resolutions  invoking  the  favor  of  God 
upon  our  arms,  and  declaring  it  to  be  "  a  Christian  duty  to  sustain 
the  authorities  in  their  eminently  righteous  endeavors  to  enforce 
the  laws,  holding  with  Paul  that  *  whoso  resisteth  the  powers  re- 
sisteth  the  ordinance  of  God.'  "  The  Association  also  addressed  a 
circular  letter  to  the  churches  urging  the  duty  of  showing  respect 
to  those  in  authority,  placing  person  and  property  at  the  service 

3  The  laity  in  the  Episcopal  Church  and  a  greater  part  of  the  clergy,  were  in  full 
sympathy  with  the  Government.  All  over  the  State,  the  National  ensign  floated  from 
their  churches,  and  the  willing  hands  of  men  and  women  identitied  with  that  commu- 
nion labored  for  the  Nation's  defenders.  But  it  is  none  the  less  to  be  regretted  that  a 
too  strict  construction  of  the  canons  of  the  Church  prevented  any  authoritative  expres- 
sion, in  its  annual  conventions,  of  the  real  sentiment  of  its  membership,  and  that  every 
proposition  to  speak  officially  on  the  state  of  the  country  was  met  by  the  objection  that 
"  the  Church  has  nothing  to  do  with  allairs  of  State." 
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of  the  Government,  and  contributing,  in  a  word,  in  every  possible 
way,  to  the  public  weal.  During  the  whole  period  of  the  war, 
this  Association  was  conspicuous  for  its  outspoken  loyalty,  suffering 
no  occasion  for  manly  utterance  to  pass  unimproved.  On  the  13th 
of  September,  the  West  New  Jersey  Baptist  Association,  in  session 
at  Mount  Holly,  declared,  in  a  formal  deliverance,  that  "it  is  our 
duty  as  citizens,  as  Baptists,  and  as  Christians,  to  resist  traitors, 
North  and  South,  by  speech,  with  the  pen  and  with  the  press,  and 
if  need  be  with  the  implements  of  death  on  the  field  of  battle."4 
On  the  18th  of  September,  the  Presbytery  (New  School)  of  New- 
ark, convened  at  Caldwell,  in  a  series  of  resolutions  on  the  state  of 
the  country,  committed  itself  and  its  churches  to  a  vigorous  and 
unfaltering  support  of  the  Government;  and  in  later  expressions, 
cordially  approved  the  policy  of  emancipation  and  all  the  meas- 
ures which  grew  out  of  it — declaring  it  to  be  the  duty  of  all  loyal 
men  to  labor  for  the  purification  of  the  Nation  from  all  taint  of 
sympathy  with  the  sin  which  had  so  long  defiled  it.  Early  in 
October,  the  Synod  of  New  Jersey  (Old  School)  meeting  at  Potts- 
ville,  Pennsylvania,  (two  or  three  Presbyteries  in  that  State  -being 
attached  to  this  Synod)  adopted  unanimously  the  following  reso- 
lution: "  That  this  Synod,  in  the  spirit  of  that  Christian  patriotism 
which  the  Scriptures  enjoin,  and  which  has  always  characterized 
this  church,  do  hereby  acknowledge  and  declare  an  obligation  to 
promote  and  perpetuate,  so  far  as  in  us  lies,  the  integrity  of  these 
United  States,  and  to  strengthen,  uphold  and  encourage  the  Federal 
Government  in  the  exercise  of  all  its  functions  under  our  noble 
Constitution  ;  and  to  this  Constitution,  in  all  its  provisions,  require- 


*  This  Association  in  1SG2,  declared  that  "as  slavery  is  the  sole  and  vital  cause  of 
this -wicked  treason,  which  by  its  continuance  has  forced  the  issue  upon  us  of  deciding 
between  a  continuance  of  slavery  and  the  Union,  we  are  convinced  that  a  sure  and 
lasting  peace  cannot  be  secured  short  of  its  complete  overthrow,  and  *  *  *  we 
earnestly  urge  the  adoption  of  such  a  line  of  policy"  (as  emancipation),  &c.  These 
resolutions  were  transmitted  to  the  President,  who  replied  in  a  strain  of  "  sincere  and 
grateful  emotion."  In  18G3,  similar  resolutions  were  adopted,  and  at  each  subsequent 
session  of  the  Association  during  the  war,  deliverances  were  made  exhibiting  with 
equal  emphasis  the  loyalty  of  the  Church  it  represented.  Partial  reports  show  that 
two  hundred  and  thirty-two  members  of  the  churches  connected  with  this  Associa- 
tion were  engaged  in  the  country's  service  during  the  period  of  the  war. 
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merits  and  principles,  we  profess  our  unabated  loyalty."5  On  the 
17th  of  October,  the  Synod  of  New  York  and  New  Jersey  (New 
School),  the  largest  ecclesiastical  body  in  the  United  States,  in  ses- 


5  This  Synod  held  advanced  ground  during  the  whole  period  of  the  war,  and  at  the 
meeting  in  1865,  held  at  Princeton,  unanimously  adopted  the  following,  as  attested  by 
Reverend  Doctor  R.  R.  Rodgers,  Clerk  of  the  Synod: 

"Whereas,  Since  the  Synod  last  met  our  beloved  country,  then  afflicted  and  deso- 
lated by  one  of  the  most  fearful  wars  which  have  ever  scourged  our  race,  has  been,  in 
God's  good  providence,  restored  to  peace  and  measurable  harmony; 

"Whereas,  This  happy  result  has  been  connected  with  the  destruction,  almost 
total,  of  the  system  of  human  bondage,  which  had  so  long  divided,  agitated  and  cursed 
the  nation,  and  for  the  extinguishment  of  which  the  General  Assembly  of  1864 
exhorted  all  to  strive  and  pray ;  and  Whereas,  This  Synod,  during  the  progress  of 
the  war,  again  and  again,  by  both  example  and  precept,  urged  united  and  earnest 
prayer  for  the  restoration  of  the  Union,  the  overthrow  of  its  enemies  in  arms,  the 
removal  of  the  causes  which  had  been  so  prolific  of  discord  and  conflict,  with  the 
pardon  of  our  National  and  individual  sins,  and  the  return  of  God's  favor  to  our 
afflicted  land— therefore 

"llesolved,  That  we  would  humbly  recognize,  as  a  Synod,  and  would  press  upon  our 
churches  the  duty  of  thanksgiving  to  the  Great  Head  of  the  Church  and  Ruler  among 
the  nations,  for  the  merc'ful  answer  which  he  has  vouchsafed  to  our  prayers,  for  the 
triumph  of  our  National  cause,  for  the  re-establishment  of  our  Government  over  the 
whole  Union,  for  the  almost  universal  emancipation  of  the  slaves,  and  for  the  bright- 
ening prospect  of  a  happy  restoration  of  fraternal  and  Christian  feeling  throughout 
our  pacificated  country." 

The  Presbytery  of  New  Brunswick,  at  a  meeting  held  in  Princeton,  April  20,  1865, 
adopted  the  following  minute  in  reference  to  the  death  of  President  Lincoln : 

"The  Presbytery  of  New  Brunswick  regard  the  assassination  of  President  Lincoln 
as  one  of  the  most  atrocious  crimes  which  stain  the  annals  of  our  guilty  race.  We 
have  no  words  in  which  adequately  to  express  either  our  sorrow  for  his  loss,  or  our 
indignation  at  the  authors  and  abettors  of  his  assassination.  That  a  Chief  Magistrate 
so  great,  so  good,  so  beloved,  and  who  had  rendered  such  inestimable  services  to  his 
country  and  to  humanity,  should  be  suddenly  cut  down  by  the  hand  of  violence,  has 
plunged  the  whole  Nation  into  the  prol'oundest  grief. 

"In  view  of  this  great  affliction,  this  Presbytery  acknowledges  the  Sovereignty  of 
God.  God  reigns,  and  the  Judge  of  all  the  earth  must  do  right.  We  therefore  bow  in 
submission  to  His  will.  The  Presbytery  also  feels  called  upon  to  record  its  repro- 
bation of  Treason,  and  of  the  spirit  of  pride,  insubordination  and  malice  from  which 
this  fearful  crime  has  sprung." 

In  reference  to  the  attitude  of  the  Presbytery  of  West  Jersey,  consisting  of  twenty- 
one  clergymen  and  twenty-two  churches,  we  have  the  following  statement: 

"While  the  Presbytery  of  West  Jersey  has  but  seldom  taken  action  directly  upon 
the  questions  of  loyalty  and  slavery,  it  has  never  held  a  doubtful  position.  When 
voting  in  the  Synod,  sometimes  in  the  minority,  it  has  been  almost  if  not  quite  a  unit 
lor  the  country  and  the  Assembly. 

"It  appeals  for  its  record  to  the  minutes  of  the  General  Assembly  from  1861  to  1S66 
inclusive;  and  can  proudly  say  that  through  its  Commissioners  it  has  never  failed  to 
record  its  vote  on  the  side  of  the  country  and  the  Assembly :  while  the  reports  of  our  Com- 
missioners have  been  approved  without  a  dissentiug  voice. 

"No  church  within  our  bounds  failed  to  send  her  sons  to  the  rescue ;  and  every  pul- 
pit (save  one  for  a  part  of  the  time)  was  vocal  with  the  fervent  prayer*  of  a  loyal  peo- 
ple. 
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sion  in  the  city  of  Newark,  adopted  unanimously  a  minute  on  the 
aspect  of  national  affairs  breathing  the  purest  spirit  of  loyalty — 
pledging  to  the  Government  the  undivided  support  and  confidence 
of  the  churches  within  its  bounds,  and  counseling  the  use  of  all 
lawful  means  and  efforts  to  aid  in  maintaining  constituted  authority 
and  putting  down  the  rebellion.  Moreover,  believing  that  slavery 
"  lies  at  the  foundation"  of  the  existing  troubles,  the  Synod  declared 
it  to  be  the  duty  of  all  Christian  men  to  pray  more  earnestly  than 
ever  for  its  removal.  Some  days  later,  the  Evangelical  Lutheran 
Synod  of  New  Jersey  gave  expression  to  similarly  emphatic  senti- 
ments of  loyalty,  and  on  October  30th  the  New  Jersey  Baptist 
Convention,  speaking  for  all  the  churches  of  that  denomination  in 
the  State,  in  a  solemn  "  deliverance,"  reaffirmed  the  resolutions 
adopted  a  few  weeks  previously  by  the  West  Jersey  Association.6 
Meanwhile,  the  Methodist7  and  other  denominations  in  all  parts  of 


"  There  are  -unmarked  graves  where  our  truest  and  bravest  fell ;  and  there  are  bleed- 
ing hearts  that  still  thank  God  for  the  sacrifices  that  have  helped  to  redeem  the  Nation. 

"  J.  "W.  Hubbard,  Stated  Clerk  of  Presbytery." 

The  following  resolutions  were  adopted  by  this  Presbytery,  with  only  two  dissenting 
votes,  on  the  5th  of  October,  1864: 

u  Resolved,  that  this  Presbytery  greatly  rejoices  in  the  action  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly, on  the  subject  of  slavery— action  which,  as  we  believe,  brings  the  church  into 
more  entire  harmony  with  the  manifest  purposes  of  God,  as  made  known  in  His  provi- 
dence— into  more  perfect  harmony  also,  with  the  spirit  of  her  own  past  deliverances, 
and  with  the  spirit  of  her  Master — (both  her's  and  ours)  whose  great  and  blessed  mis- 
sion it  was  to  open  the  prison  doors  to  them  that  are  bound,  and  to  break  every  yoke 
— and  that  we  hereby  pledge  ourselves  to  do  with  our  might  whatsoever  in  our  judg- 
ment God  in  His  providence  may  make  it  our  duty  to  do,  to  the  end  that  the  stupen- 
dous evil  referred  to,  the  manifest  occasion  of  all  our  woes  as  a  Nation,  may  be  has- 
tened to  a  speedy  and  everlasting  extinction." 

6  In  18C-,  this  convention  formally  approved  of  the  emancipation  proclamation,  and 
appealed  for  increased  vigor  in  the  prosecution  of  the  war.  In  1863,  it  expressed  the 
hope  that  the  conflict  would  terminate  "  in  the  ntter  extinction  of  the  system  of 
slavery  throughout  all  the  National  territory,"  aud  in  1865,  after  the  cessation  of  hos- 
tilities, declared :  "  That  as  nothing  is  settled  until  it  be  settled  rightly,  we  recommend 
that  prayer,  vigilance  and  effort  do  not  cease  until  treason  and  traitors  be  rendered  so 
odious  and  so  impotent  as  to  sink  into  everlasting  obscurity  and  ignominy,  and  until 
equality  before  the  law  be  secured  to  all,  both  white  aud  black,  who  may  claim  to  be 
American  citizens."  In  1866,  going  still  further,  the  convention  asked  "in  the  name 
of  God,  and  justice  aud  National  tranquillity,  the  right  of  franchise  for  all  men,  white 
or  black." 

7  The  annual  conferences  of  the  Methodist  Church  had  been  held  (in  1861,)  before 
hostilities  commenced,  but  the  position  of  the  denomination  was  never  for  a  moment 
doubtful.  Its  pulpits  rang  with  appeals  for  Liberty  and  the  Union  of  the  lathers  from 
the  very  outset  of  the  conflict.     Upon  the  meeting  of  the  New  Jersey  Conference,  in 
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the  State  bad  spoken  in  no  less  positive  and  unqualified  terms  as  to 
the  duty  of  loyalty  and  the  necessity  of  purging  the  land  of  every 
abomination  invoking  the  divine  displeasure ;  and  the  Church  as  a 
whole,  within  six  months  after  the  opening  of  the  bloody  tragedy, 
stood  firmly,  inflexibly  and  grandly  on  the  side  of  liberty  and  the 
Union. 

There  can  be  no  question  as  to  the  great  influence  of  these  decla- 
rations of  our  religious  bodies  upon  the  minds  of  the  people.  All 
experience  shows  that  the  more  intelligent  classes  in  society — 
statesmen  and  others  of  the  highest  abilities,  who  are  connected 
formally  with  the  Church,  as  well  as  the  mass  of  her  members — 
have  their  opinions  formed  or  modified,  in  a  good  degree,  as  to  the 
moral  and  religious  aspects  of  public  questions,  by  the  views  and 
teachings  which  the  Church  proclaims ;  by  the  formal  action  of  her 
ecclesiastical  assemblies  ;  by  the  writings  of  her  distinguished  min- 
isters and  by  the  discussions  of  the  pulpit.  In  a  land  like  ours, 
the  press  is,  indeed,  a  great  and  marvellous  power,  but  the  Church 
exerts  a  yet  greater  influence ;  appealing  to  the  habitual  reverence 
which  men  have  for  sacred  things,  to  the  emotional  as  well  as  the 
intellectual  nature,  and  sometimes  to  superstitious  fear  and  preju- 
dice, it  sways  to  an  extent  which  no  line  can  measure  the  thoughts 
and  opinions  of  the  masses.  When,  therefore,  the  religious  bodies 
of  New  Jersey,  reaching  in  their  declarations,  remotely  or  directly, 
nearly  every  household  in  its  borders — proclaimed,  promptly, 
clearly  and  with  fervid  enthusiasm,  the  duty  of  standing  by  the 
Government  at  whatever  cost,  and  exacted  of  every  man  profess- 
ing fellowship  with  them,  prayer  and  effort  for  the  Nation's  cause, 
they  gave  the  most  powerful  aid  to  the  Government — each  fresh 
exhibition  of  ecclesiastical  confidence  and  loyalty  being  worth  to 
the  cause  infinitely  more  than  millions  of  money.     Thus  stimulated 


1862,  resolutions  of  the  most  emphatic  character  were  at  once  adopted,  the  rebellion 
being  characterized  as  "abhorrent  in  spirit,  and  proposing  objects  the  accomplishment 
of  which  would  be  one  of  the  greatest  calamities  to  the  interests  of  civilization  and 
Christianity."  The  Newark  Conference,  meeting  soon  after,  adopted  similar  resolu- 
tions, one  declaring  that  "with  our  prayers,  with  every  element  of  our  influence,  and 
with  all  our  strength,  we  will  stand  by  the  Government  in  its  patriotic  efforts  to  sup- 
press rebellion." 
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and  encouraged,  men  went  confidently  and  eagerly  to  the  field ; 
and  to-day  in  all  our  churches  there  are  scores  of  vacant  seats,  the 
manly  forms  that  once  filled  them  lying  under  the  turf  of  trampled 
fields  where,  with  the  battle  flame  upon  their  faces,  they  fell  with 
all  their  armor  on. 

Nor  has  the  Church  of  New  Jersey,  since  the  termination  of  the 
war,  shrunk  from  the  great  responsibilities  which-  the  changed 
condition  of  Southern  society  has  imposed.  She  has  taken  up 
bravely  and  carried  forward  faithfully  the  work  to  which  Provi- 
dence summoned  her,  in  the  education  of  the  freedmen,  the 
enlargement  of  missionary  efforts  among  the  degraded  whites,  and 
the  occupation  of  the  whole  Southern  field  with  every  possible 
agency  of  moral  and  intellectual  cultivation.  In  this  work,  the 
Methodists,  Presbyterians  and  Baptists  have  been  especially  active, 
contributing  liberally  in  support  of  all  movements  looking  to  the 
elevation  of  the  suddenly  emancipated  population  of  the  revolted 
States,  and  sending  scores  of  laborers  and  teachers  to  assist  in  the 
sublime  work  of  laying  the  new  foundations  in  justice,  purity, 
intelligence,  and  an  enlarged  recognition  of  religious  truth.  The 
results  of  these  efforts,  time  alone  can  disclose ;  but  it  is  some- 
thing to  know  that  the  Church,  here  and  elsewhere,  thus  promptly 
accepts  the  logic  of  events  and  faithfully  performs  the  work  which, 
evolved  from  the  ruins  of  war,  has  in  it  blessing  and  honor  for 
the  Nation. 


CHAPTER     XLY. 

DISTINGUISHED    GENERAL    OFFICERS— KEAR  N  EY. 

In  the  list  of  distinguished  General  officers  who  entered  the 
field  from  New  Jersey,  General  Kearney  was  confessedly  first  and 
foremost.  In  the  highest  sense,  Philip  Kearney  was  the  type 
Volunteer  General  of  the  war.  More  nearly  than  any  other,  he 
represented  in  his  views  and  theory  the  popular  conception  as 
to  the  methods  upon  which  the  war  should  be  fought.  He 
reflected,  moreover,  more  truly  than  any  other  high  commander 
the  exalted,  unselfish,  uncalculating  patriotism  which  glowed  in 
the  hearts  of  the  people.  His  fiery  nature  took  affront  at  every 
attempt  to  dwarf  the  grand  contest  into  anything  else  than  a 
struggle  for  the  sublime  principle  of  Nationality.  He  had  no 
confidence  in  politicians,  but  little  respect  for  dignitaries,  no  love 
for  anything  but  the  Cause.  Intriguers,  cowards,  martinets,  small 
men  essaying  to  crowd  down  great  ones,  he  detested  with  implaca- 
ble detestation.  But  to  Courage  and  upright  Manliness,  he  lifted 
his  hat  with  instinctive  reverence.  For  the  soldier,  whether 
officer  or  private,  who  cherished  a  genuine  pride  in  his  profession, 
and  labored,  only  for  duty's  sake,  to  excel  in  every  requirement  of 
the  service,  he  had  esteem  unbounded — not  always  exhibited, 
indeed,  by  outward  act,  but  none  the  less  genuine  or  profound. 
In  battle,  fierce  as  a  lion,  on  parade  sometimes  stern  and  impetu- 
ous, almost  to  injustice— in  the  hospital,  by  the  bed-side  of  the 
wounded  and  dying,  his  heart  grew  tender,  his  voice  as  soft  as  a 
woman's;  even  his  touch  had  healing  in  it.  Men  who  only  saw 
him  with  the  hood  of  pride  upon  his  face,  judged  him  incapable 
of  emotion.  They  did  not  know  how,  under  all  the  hard  crust, 
there  lurked  the  tenderest  thoughtfulness  for  the  health,  comfort, 
and  lives  of  his  command;  how,  out  of  his  own  purse,  he  minis- 
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tered  to  their  wants ;  how,  even  in  the  heat  of  battle,  thoughts  of 
home  and  kindred,  like  flashes  of  sunshine,  illumined  the  seemingly 
stony,  stoical  nature  ;  how,  in  the  battle-pauses,  he  was  wont  to  pen 
messages  of  remembrance  from  the  ghastliest  fields  to  those  who 
afar  off  watched  his  plume  with  solicitude  and  affection.  It  is  no 
wonder,  indeed,  that  men  misjudged  him ;  he  had  no  mirror  set  in 
his  breast,  that  all  the  world  might  see  and  know  his  thoughts ; 
rather,  he  was  reticent,  reserved,  surrounded  by  a  hauteur  which  few 
men  cared  to  penetrate  ;  and  so,  in  the  estimation  of  all  but  a  few 
intimates,  he  suffered  a  sort  of  martyrdom  when  he  should  have  been 
crowned  a  king  of  men. 

Philip  Kearney  was  born  June  2,  1815.  On  his  father's  side  his 
lineage  was  Irish.  His  mother  was  descended  in  part  from 
Huguenot  ancestry.  From  his  boyhood,  Philip  inclined  to  military 
pursuits,  and  having  passed  through  Columbia  College,  and  then 
studied  law,  he  sought  and  obtained,  upon  reaching  his  majority, 
a  commission  as  Lieutenant  in  a  regiment  of  dragoons,  in  which 
Jefferson  Davis  was  a  Captain,  with  which  he  proceeded  to  the 
West.  Here  he  spent  something  over  a  year,  applying  himself  to 
the  details  of  the  military  profession,  acquiring  skill  in  horseman- 
ship, and  perfecting  himself  in  all  branches  of  his  duty.  In  1839, 
the  French  Government  having  accorded  to  the  United  States  per- 
mission to  send  three  officers  to  pursue  the  course  of  instruction  in 
their  military  school  at  Saumur,  Lieutenant  Kearney  was  selected 
as  one  of  them,  and,  going  out  in  1810,  he  at  once  addressed  him- 
self to  the  work  of  mastering  the  profession.  After  a  time,  quitting 
the  school  to  go  with  the  French  forces  to  Africa,  he  was  attached 
to  the  First  Chasseurs  d'Afrique,  and  was  present  at  two  engage- 
ments, being  distinguished  for  his  skill  and  fearlessness,  and  win- 
ning the  warmest  encomiums  from  his  superiors.  Eeturning  from 
France  in  1S11,  he  was  attached  to  the  staff  of  General  Scctt,  in 
whose  military  family  he  remained  until  the  outbreak  of  the  war 
with  Mexico.  Having  at  that  time  risen  to  be  Captain  of  dragoons, 
he  recruited  a  company  in  the  West,  offering  from  his  private  purse 
a  premium  additional  to  Government  bounty,  in  order  to  secure 
both  men  and  horses  of  the  very  best  character.     As  a  result,  his 
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troop  was  superior  to  any  other  in  the  army  ;  but  being  taken  by 
General  Scott  as  his  body-guard,  no  opportunity  for  personal  dis- 
tinction was  offered  until  the  battle  of  Cherubusco,  fought  at  the 
very  gates  of  Mexico.  At  this  battle,  in  order  to  avoid  being 
flanked,  General  Scott  had  given  up  his  escort  and  retired  upon  his 
center,  having  first  detached  Captain  Kearney  for  "  general  service." 
That  officer  was  not  slow  in  seizing  the  first  opportunity  which 
offered  to  strike  a  telling  blow.  The  enemy  being  discovered  in 
retreat,  the  cavalry  were  ordered  to  pursue.  At  the  point  in  ques- 
tion, Mexico  is  approached  by  a  narrow  causeway,  crossing  a  deep 
marsh,  which  flanks  it  on  either  side.  Along  this  causeway  the 
Mexicans  fled  in  great  disorder,  seeking  the  protection  of  the  gates 
and  of  a  battery  which  guarded  them.  Kearney,  getting  upon  this 
causeway,  and  discovering  the  battery,  saw  at  once  that  his  safety 
lay  in  pushing  desperately  forward,  giving  the  enemy  no  opportu- 
nity to  rally.  Upon  that  conviction  he  acted.  An  officer  was 
sent  to  command  his  return,  but  hurriedly  indicating  his  situation, 
Captain  Kearney  was  permitted  to  continue  the  charge,  rushing  up 
to  the  gate  itself,  sabering  all  who  resisted.  Upon  retiring,  he  was 
fired  upon  by  the  enemy,  who  had  now  somewhat  recovered,  and 
here  had  his  left  arm  shot  away  by  a  shower  of  grape. 

For  his  gallantry  in  this  action  Captain  Kearney  was  promoted 
to  be  Major.  In  1850-52,  he  was  employed  in  California  and 
Oregon  against  the  Indian  tribes.  Then,  resigning  his  commission, 
he  traveled  extensively  throughout  Europe  and  the  East,  making 
his  residence  in  Paris — only  returning  to  this  country  for  a  short 
time  at  various  periods.  In  1859,  during  the  Italian  war,  he  was 
attached  as  Aid-de-camp  to  the  staff  of  General  Morris,  command- 
ing the  cavalry  of  the  Guard,  and  was  present,  under  fire,  at  the 
battle  of  Solferino.  In  consideration  of  his  services  in  this  cam- 
paign, the  Emperor  Napoleon  III  conferred  on  him  the  Cross  of 
the  Legion  of  Honor. 

At  length  the  slaveholders5  rebellion,  so  long  plotted,  flowered 
into  open,  actual  hostilities.  Instantly  Major  Kearney,  abandon- 
ing the  luxury  and  congenial  ease  of  his  continental  life,  hastened 
to  tender  his  sword  to  his  Government.     Arriving  in  this  country 
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early  in  the  spring  of  1861,  he  applied  to  General  Scott  for  employ- 
ment, and  at  his  instance  sought  a  commission  first  from  the  Gov- 
ernor of  New  York.  Failing  there,  jostled  aside  by  political 
intriguers  who  no  more  comprehended  the  magnitude  of  the  strug- 
gle than  they  cared  for  the  principles  at  stake,  he  turned  away  in  dis- 
gust— burning  to  serve  the  country  but  absolutely  denied  the  privi- 
lege. Fortunately,  a  prominent  Jerseyman  hearing  of  his  arrival  in 
America,  interceded  in  his  behalf  with  the  authorities  of  the  State, 
urging  his  appointment  to  the  command  of  the  First  Brigade,  then 
forming  for  the  field.  But  weeks  passed,  and  the  appointment  was 
not  made.  At  length  the  disaster  of  the  first  Bull  Run  startled 
the  people  and  their  rulers  into  a  truer  conception  of  the  work 
before  them,  and  then,  when  the  need  of  officers  of  the  highest 
attainments  became  so  obvious  as  no  longer  to  admit  of  doubt, 
Major  Kearney,  still  panting  for  the  fray,  willing  to  lead  a  regiment 
or  take  even  a  subordinate  command,  was  made  Brigadier-General 
of  Volunteers.1 

The  story  of  his  connection  with  the  First  Jersey  Brigade  has 
more  than  once  been  rehearsed.  His  talents  as  an  organizer,  his 
fervid  enthusiasm  for  his  profession,  his  close  study  of  the  art  of 
war,  his  intuitive  perception  of  character,  his  strategic  genius,  his 
generosity  and  lavish  expenditure  of  his  large  wealth  in  order  to 
promote  the  efficiency  of  his  command — all  these  qualities  from 
the  outset  distinguished  his  career.  In  a  little  time,  his  brigade 
was  confessedly  the  best  disciplined  in  the  army.  Keeping  ever 
before  his  command  the  fact  that  the  duty  of  the  soldier  was  to 
fight,  pushing  them  forward  into  the  van  of  the  army,  he  made 
them  active  and  vigilant,  and  when  at  last  opportunity  came,  they, 
of  all  the  army,  were  fully  prepared  to  meet  it. 

The  autumn  passed  ;  the  army  grew  daily  stronger ;  but  nothing 


1  The  spirit  with  which  General  Kearney  entered  the  array,  may  be  inferred  from 
the  following  extract  from  a  letter  written  by  him  shortly  after  taking  command  of 
the  First  Brigade.  After  speaking  of  the  difficulties  experienced  in  organizing  and 
disciplining  the  troops,  he  continued:  "But  I  ought  not  to  complain  of  this.  My 
position  here  was  not  an  ambition,  but  I  felt  that  I  was  paying  an  early  debt  I  owed 
to  the  country.  My  only  hope  is,  not  to  live,  but  that  I  may  not  bekilled  early  in  an 
engagement.     If  I  am  not,  New  Jersey  shall  have  no  cause  to  be  ashamed  of  me." 
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was  done.  McClellan  was  planning,  halting,  doubting.  The 
Nation  cried  for  action,  still  trusting  to  the  god  it  had  set  up. 
But  Kearney  was  not  long  in  seeing  the  truth  as  to  the  Command- 
ing General,2  and  he  expressed  it,  not  insubordinateiy  but  confi- 
dentially, and  with  many  cautious  and  generous  hopes  that  he 
might  be  mistaken.  In  October,  1861,  he  writes  :  "  I  see  a  vacil- 
lation in  his  great  objects — allowing  small  objects  to  intrude."  In 
February,  1862,  he  writes  that  early  in  the  previous  September 
the  enemy  might  have  been  easily  manoeuvered  out  of  Manassas, 
but  for  inefficiency  at  headquarters.  In  March,  he  speaks  yet 
more  decidedly :  "  Although  there  is  no  one  exactly  to  replace 
McClellan,  I  now  proclaim  distinctly  that  unless  a  Chief,  a  live 
officer,  not  an  engineer,  of  military  prestige  (success  under  fire 
with  troops),  is  put  in  command  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac 
(leaving  McClellan  the  bureau  duties  of  General-in-Chief),  we  will 
come  in  for  some  terrible  disaster.'7  Later,  when,  as  is  detailed  in 
the  narrative  of  the  First  Brigade,  he  had  advanced  upon  and 
occupied  Manassas,3  McClellan's  neglect  to  take  advantage  of  the 
success  and  follow  up  the  retreating  enemy,  completely  satisfied 
General  Kearney  of  his  incompetency.  From  that  time  nothing 
could  change  his  opinion.  "  The  stupid  fact  is,"  he  writes  March 
17,  1862,  "  that  not  content  with  letting  me  or  others  push  after 
the  panic-stricken  enemy,  fighting  him  a  big  battle  and  ending  the 
war — for  his  panic  promised  us  sure  success — McClellan,  so  power- 
ful with  figures  but  weak  with  men,  has  brought  us  all  back.  It 
is  so  like  our  good  old  nursery  story,  '  The  King  of  France,  with 
twice  ten  thousand  men,  marched  up  the  hill  and  then  marched 
down  again.'  The  result  will  be  that  in  Southern  character  they 
will  more  than  recuperate,  more  than  think  us   afraid   of  a  real 

2  Address  of  Mr.  Cortlantlt  Parker  before  the  New  Jersey  Historical  Society.  We 
are  indebted  to  this  admirable  address  for  many  of  the  facts  furnished  in  this  sketch 
as  to  General  Kearney's  opinion  of  men  and  measures. 

3  General  Kearney  announced  this  event  to  the  Adjutant-General  of  the  army  as 
follows : 

"  The  Third  New  Jersey  Volunteers,  under  Colonel  Taylor,  occupied  Manassas  aud 
planted  the  United  States  fia^  at  the  main  fort,  at  the  Junction,  at  half-past  nine 
o'clock,  a.  m.,  March  11th,  arriving  by  Union  Mills  and  the  line  of  the  railroad.  They 
understood  from  the  occupants  and  citizens  that  they  were  the  first  troops  to  enter." 
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stand-up  fight,  meet  us  at  the  preferred  points,  possibly  play  ugly 
tricks  at  the  Capital,  and  non-plus  or  force  us  to  fight  with  the 
worst  of  chances  against  us ;  and  all  this  because  McClellan,  out 
of  confidence  since  his  failure  at  Ball's  Bluff,  despairing  of  a  direct 
attack  on  Manassas,  having  invented  with  the  aid  of  engineers  the 
plan  of  turning  the  enemy  by  a  sea  route,  instead  of  availing  him- 
self of  the  good  luck  of  the  enemy's  retreat — thinks  that  he  must 
still  adhere  to  his  sea  plan.  Like  the  over-stuffed  glutton  who 
thinks  he  must  cram  because  he  has  on  hand  an  '  embarras  de 
richesess.1 "  At  a  later  date,  writing  upon  the  same  subject,  General 
Kearney  says  :  "  It  would  have  been  so  beautiful  to  have  pushed 
after  the  enemy,  and  in  doing  so,  isolate  Fredericksburg,  carry  it 
easily,  occupy  that  road,  and  thus  turn  those  river  batteries,  all  the 
while  near  enough  to  Washington  in  case  of  any  attempt  upon  it.'' 

The  meaning  of  these  criticisms  is  plain.  Some  two  hundred 
thousand  men  lay  at  that  time  around  Washington.  The  rebel 
force  was  barely  forty  thousand.  What  hindered  our  advance — 
why  was  it  not  made  ?  Kearney  could  not  comprehend  this  delay 
and  inactivity ;  he  believed  in  action  ;  he  knew  that  a  direct 
advance  would  have  been  overwhelming.  No  measures,  indeed, 
could  have  resisted  it.  Success,  complete  and  overwhelming,  must 
have  crowned  such  a  movement. 

During  the  month  of  March,  General  Kearney  was  tendered  com- 
mand of  a  division  vacated  by  the  promotion  of  General  Sumner 
to  a  corps.  General  Kearney  was  only  too  glad  to  accept,  but 
desiring  to  carry  his  brigade  with  him,  and  being  refused,  he 
promptly  declined  the  proposed  command,  and,  while  ranking 
many  Division  Generals,  generously  remained  with  his  brigade.' 
The  act  was  characteristic,  but  it  deepened  his  hold  upon  the  men, 
and  the  scene  of  enthusiasm  upon  his  return  to  crimp,  after  having 
declined  to  leave  his  command,  was  one  never  to  be  forgotten. 


4  In  a  letter  dated  March  19,  1862,  addressed  to  General  Seth  Williams,  General 
Kearney  said:  "  A  few  days  since,  the  General-in-Chief  honored  me  by  appointing  me 
to  command  a  division,  transferring  me  without  my  brigade.  My  duties  as  a  volunteer 
General  to  those  with  whose  welfare  I  had  linked  myself,  appeared  to  me  paramount, 
and  I  declined  the  same.  In  all  truthfulness  I  asserted  utter  abnegation  of  .self  in  this 
war." 
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One  who  was  with  him,  still  tells  how  even  his  eyes  filled  with 
tears  as  he  rode  down  the  welcoming  lines,  saluted  with  peal  upon 
peal  of  cheers. 

The  services  of  General  Kearney  in  the  Peninsula  campaign 
have  passed  into  history.  Just  before  reaching  Yorktown,  a  vacan- 
cy occurred  in  a  division  of  Heintzleman's  Corps.  The  division 
being  actually  under  fire,  he  felt  bound  to  assume  at  once  the  posi- 
tion to  which  he  was  ordered,  and  with  a  grief  which  he  could  not 
conceal,  he  laid  down  his  command  of  the  Jersey  troops  (April 
30th),  and  thenceforward  ceased  to  be  known  as  their  General. 
But  his  thought,  down  to  the  hour  of  his  death,  was  ever  with 
them,  and  in  every  engagement  his  concern  for  their  welfare,  and 
his  solicitude  for  their  success,  was  no  less  earnest  and  profound 
than  for  the  reputation  of  his  own  immediate  command.5  The 
losses  of  the  brigade  at  Gaines'  Mills,  where  the  Division  General 
failed  to  appear  on  the  field,  he  never  ceased  to  deplore,  nor  did  he 
hesitate  to  denounce  in  vehement  terms  the  unaccountable  derelic- 
tion of  the  offending  commander. 

In  all  the  battles  of  the  Peninsula  campaign,  General  Kearney 
displayed  conspicuous  bravery  and  skill.  Three  days  after  he 
assumed  command,  he  participated  In  the  battle  of  Williamsburg, 
coming  to  the  support  of  Hooker  and  his  New  Jersey  troops  at  a 
most  critical  moment,  and  handsomely  saving  the  army  from  dis- 
aster. He  entered  this  battle  with  five  regiments,  going  in  at 
double  quick,  the  band  playing  and  Kearney  moving  impetuously 
far  in  advance  of  the  little  column.  At  another  time,  he  lei  two 
companies  to  the  charge  to  drive  back  the  sharpshooters  of  the 
enemy,  and  during  the  whole  engagement  he  displayed  a  coolness, 
discrimination   and  coursge  which  elicited  the  admiration  of  all 


5  Next  to  his  sense  of  the  disgrace  inflicted  upon  tile  army  at  large,  and  the  coun- 
try, by  the  retreat  which  he  so  severely  denounced,  was  his  grief  at  the  losses 
and  almost  ruin  of  his  pet  Jersey  Brigade,  upon  whose  fate  he  ever  looked  with 
parental  anxiety.  "  I  am  sickened,"  he  writes  in  a  letter  of  July  '24th,  "  by  the  false- 
ness of  the  times,  and  the  gratuitous  sacrifice  of  the  Jersey  Brigade  is  enough  to  make 
nu:  so.  Why  did  not  their  Division  General  go  to  command  in  person?  It  was  his 
°"*n  part  of  the  divisiou  (Slocum's).  It  was  half  of  his  provisional  corps,  and  surely 
wh>'  not  place  it  in  the  tight,  even  if  he  did  no  more?"— Mr.  Parker's  Address. 
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beholders.0  In  the  battle  of  Fair  Oaks,  his  division  again  achieved 
distinction,  saving  the  army  from  utter  wreck  after  the  headlong 
stampede  of  Casey's  Division.  In  the  fight  of  the  second  day,  his 
troops,  with  those  of  Hooker,  again  beat  back  the  exultant  enemy, 
driving  him  broken  and  crippled  from  the  field,  and  had  McClellan 
vigorously  pursued  his  advantage,  he  might  withourt  doubt  have 
marched,  at  the  conclusion  of  this  engagement,  straight  into  Rich- 
mond, already  smitten  and  trembling- with  fear.7  Both  Hooker 
and  Kearney  were  earnest,  not  only  in  conviction,  but  in  request- 
ing that  they  might  pursue  the  enemy  and  capture  his  Capital ;  but 
McClellan  was  still  timid  and  undecided,  and  not  perhaps  really 
knowing  his  own  mind  or  the  actual  facts  of  the  situation,  refused 
permission,  and  once  more  the  fruits  of  victory  were  lost.  General 
Kearney,  his  impatience  .deepened  still  more  by  this  fresh  exhibi- 
tion of  incompetency,  did  not  hesitate  to  speak  his  mind  in  refer- 
ence to  the  whole  subject,  characterizing,  as  it  deserved,  the  weak 
vacillation  of  the  commanding  General.     In  a  letter  written  three 


6  Chaplain  Marks,  in  his  account  of  this  battle,  in  his  interesting  work,  "  The  Penin- 
sula Campaign,"  says : 

"  And  now  Kearney  performed  one  of  those  brilliant  feats  which  made  him  the 
model  soldier  of  his  division.  In  order  to  disclose  to  his  troops  the  concealed  position 
of  the  enemy,  and  to  exhaust  their  fire,  he  announced  his  determination  to  ride  in 
front  of  the  enemy's  lines.  Surrounded  by  his  aids  and  officers  he  dashed  out  into  the 
open  field,  and  as  if  on  parade,  leisurely  galloped  along  the  entire  front.  Five  thousand 
guns  were  pointed  at  him,  the  balls  fell  around  him  like  hail,  two  of  his  aids  dropped 
dead  at  his  side,  and  before  he  reached  the  end  he  was  almost  alone.  He  secured  by 
this  hazardous  exploit  what  he  aimed  to  accomplish,  the  uncovering  of  the  enemy's 
position — then  riding  back  amongst  his  men  he  shouted,  '  You  see,  my  boys,  where  to 
tire!'"  ' 

"Chaplain  Marks,  on  page  one  hundred  and  ninety-eight,  of  his  "  Peninsula  Cam- 
paign," says  : 

"  There  is  no  doubt  of  the  truth  of  the  statement  often  made,  that  the  enemy  on 
this  day  was  thoroughly  defeated,  and  that  it  was  possible  for  us  to  have  taken  Rich- 
mond. The  rebel  soldiers  rushed  into  Richmond,  heralding  their  defeat  and  spreading 
alarm,  thousands  of  them  throwing  away  their  guns  in  their  flight;  and  if  we  had 
pushed  vigorously  forward  we  could  have  been  in  Richmond  before  night.  General 
Johnston  had  been  severely  wounded  the  previous  day,  and  the  enemy  acted  without 
concert  or  plan." 

Of  General  Kearney's  conduct  in  this  battle,  Chaplain  Marks  says: 

"  General  Kearney  showed  himself  equal  to  every  emergency,  dared  every  danger, 
and  risked  his  life  in  the  most  hazardous  positions.  His  men  seemed  to  be  capable  of 
performing  anything  under  his  eye,  for  their  confidence  in  his  courage  and  military 
sagacity  was  unbouuded.  I  have  often  heard  the  men  speak  at  the  camp-tires  of  his 
unruffled  coolness  during  both  of  those  days." 
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weeks  after  the  battle,  he  said  :  "  Here  we  are  again  at  a  dead-lock ; 
Manassas  over  again  ;  both  parties  intrenched  up  to  their  eyes ; 
both  waiting  for  something ;  unluckily,  our  adversaries  gaining 
two  to  our  one.  Our  last  chance  to  conquer  Richmond — for  Dame 
Fortune  is  resentful  of  slighted  charms — was  thrown  away  when 
our  great  battle  of  Fair  Oaks  was  thrown  away.  We  had  tempted 
the  enemy  to  attack  us  whilst  divided  by  the  Chickahominy. 
Fortunately,  he  tailed.  The  prestige,  nearly  lost  to  us  by  our  inac- 
tion since  Williamsburg,  was  once  more  in  the  ascendency.  It  only 
required  McClellan  to  put  forth  moral  force  and  his  military  might, 
and  Richmond  would  have  been  ours.  But  no ;  delay  on  delay  ; 
fortifications,  as  if  we  were  beaten,  met  by  stronger  counter-fortifi- 
cations, on  points  previously  neglected  ;  undue  concentration  of  our 
troops  on  points  already  over-manned,  met  by  a  net- work  envelop- 
ing us  by  them ;  supineness  in  our  camps,  met  by  daring  forays 
by  them ;  the  boasted  influence  of  our  reserve  artillery,  counter- 
balanced by  their  availing  themselves  of  the  respite  to  get  up 
artillery  even  of  greater  calibre ;  the  reliance  on  further  troops 
from  the  North  more  than  met  by  reinforcements  of  two  to  one  by 
their  recalling  troops  from  the  South.  Indeed,  everything  so  beto- 
kens fear  on  the  part  of  the  General  commanding,  and  the  enemy 
show  themselves  so  emboldened,  that,  with  the  numbers  crowding 
up  around  us,  I  am  puzzled  to  divine  the  next  act  of  the  drama. 
It  will  be  either  another  inexplicable  evacuation,  or  the  suffocation 
of  this  army  by  the  seizure  of  our  communications  when  least 
expected.  The  enemy  wish  us  to  attack.  McClellan  has  proved 
by  his  fortifications  that  he  is  feeble.  We  are  surrounded  in  front 
by  a  cordon  of  troops  and  forts.  It  is  true  that  they  will  fail  if 
they  attack  us;  but,  if  they  do  not  do  that,  they  will  leave  enough 
troops  in  our  front,  and,  crossing  the  Chickahominy,  cut  us  off 
from  our  lines  of  communication  and  sustenance." 

The  wonderful  foresight — amounting  to  actual  prophecv — which 
is  developed  in  this  extract,  cannot  but  attract  the  attention  of 
every  careful  reader.  Only  a  week. later,  the  event  here  predicted 
actually  came  to  pass;  our  communications  being  cut,  and  the 
army  driven  from  the  position  where  it  was  rotting  behind  intrench- 
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ments  to  the  banks  of  the  James,  with  a  loss  of  life,  materiel  and 
prestige  which,  in  the  first  hours  of  the  disaster,  seemed  fatal  to 
all  our  hopes  of  success  over  the  rebellion. 

As  to  General  Kearney's  action  in  the  battles  of  the  seven  days' 
retreat,  the  accounts  of  the  time  give  full  and  glowing  particulars. 
In  every  action  in  which  he  shared,  he  exhibited  the  same  fearless 
intrepidity  and  high  resources  of  command  which  had  given  him 
success  on  every  other  field.  Tn  the  battle  of  White  Oak  Swamp, 
he  seemed  ubiquitous,  directing  all  movements,  and  imparting  by 
his  presence  and  bearing  the  most  determined  courage  to  his  men. 
"  Wherever  the  danger  was  greatest,  there  he  pressed,  carrying 
with  him  a  personal  power  which  was  equal  to  a  reinforcement. 
In  a  pre-eminent  degree,"  adds  Chaplain  Marks,  "  he  exhibited 
that  military  prescience,  or  an  anticipation  of  what  was  coming, 
and  the  point  of  an  enemy's  attack,  which  has  characterized  every 
great  man  who  has  risen  to  distinction  in  the  art  of  war."  In  this 
battle,  as  the  troops  passed  General  Kearney's  position,  marching 
into  the  open  field,  he  looked  on  each  man,  saying  cheerily,  "Go 
in  my  boys !  go  in  gayly,  go  in  gayly !"  and  during  all  the  subse- 
quent conflict,  they  heard  the  voice  of  their  General,  "  Gayly, 
gayly,  my  boys !"  At  Malvern  Hill,  "  Fighting  Phil.  Kearney  " 
was  acrain  "the  grandest  Roman  of  them  all  "  and  his  indisrnation 
at  McClellan's  failure  to  improve  his  opportunity  to  advance  upon 
Richmond  was  violent  in  the  last  degree.  When  the  order  to 
retreat  to  Harrison's  Landing  was  received,  he  exclaimed  in  the 
presence  of  many  officers,  "  I,  Philip  Kearney,  an  old  soldier, 
enter  my  solemn  protest  against  this  order  for  retreat ;  we  ought, 
instead  of  retreating,  to  follow  up  the  enemy  and  take  Richmond. 
And  in  full  view  of  all  the  responsibility  of  such  a  declaration,  I 
say  to  you  all,  such  an  order  can  only  be  prompted  by  cowardice 
or  treason."'  In  a  letter  to  a  friend  in  New  Jersey,  he  said : 
"  Very  far  from  having  a  base  to  act  on,  General  McClellan  has 
boxed  us.  You  will  soon  hear  of  the  James  River  beinc:  rendered 
impassable  for  our  supplies,  and  then,  like  drowned  rats,  we  must 

8  Chaplain  Marks'  "  Peninsula  Campaign." 


814  NEW  JERSEY  AND   THE   REBELLION. 

soon  come  out  of  our  holes.  But  it  will  be  done  with  more  awful 
sacrifices  of  useless,  because  avoidable  battles.  We  are  fortifying 
here  again,  unnecessarily  so.  It  breaks  the  hearts  of  the  soldiers  ; 
gives  them  the  idea  that  they  cannot  win  fields,  and  yet  in  a  few 
days,  sooner  or  later,  we  will  have  to  burst  through  the  net-work, 
that  the  enemy  are  preparing  around  us,  and,  if  we  do  not,  look 
out  for  Washington.  That  city  will  go.  They  will  crush  Pope, 
by  leaving  McClellan  in  ignorance  of  their  departure,  then  for  a 
foreign  alliance,  and  good  night  to  the  North.  Even  now  McClel- 
land defeat  will  be  likely  to  produce  this.  His  '  change  of  base ' 
may  cheat  the  American  newspapers  and  fool  the  American 
people;  but  the  ignominious  retreat,  the  abandonment  of  the 
sick  and  wounded,  the  abandonment  of  stores,  and  loss  of  strat- 
egical supremacy,  cannot  be  concealed  from  military  eyes  in 
France,  England,  nor  elsewhere." 

Again,  General  Kearney's  predictions  were  justified  by  the  event. 
The  enemy  did  crush  Pope,  but  not  until  Kearney  had  given  his 
life  in  a  brave  and  desperate  endeavor  to  rescue  him  and  his  army 
from  the  peril  into  which  they  had  been  brought  by  blunders 
amounting  to  crimes.  In  all  the  later  fighting  of  the  Pope  cam- 
paign, he  was  everywhere  the  lion  of  the  fray,  fighting  with  tre- 
menduous  audacity,  and  striking  the  enemy  with  a  power  which 
more  than  once  sent  him  reeling  to  the  dust.  But  in  all  that  cam- 
paign the  fates  were  against  us.  Fighting  bravely  and  brilliantly, 
the  soldiers  of  that  grand  army  could  not  overcome  both  treachery 
and  imbecility  among  its  own  commanders,  and  the  swarming 
legions  of  the  foe,  fighting  as  they  had  never  fought  before.  On 
the  30th  of  August,  Pope,  betrayed  by  some  of  his  own  lieuten- 
ants, was  driven,  or  compelled  to  retire  across  Bull  Eun,  with  a 
view  of  concentrating  about  Centerville.  Lee,  however,  did  not 
mean  that  our  disordered  army  should  reach  the  Potomac  if  he 
could  help  it,  and  accordingly,  on  the  afternoon  of  the  1st  of  Sep- 
tember, the  enemy  made  a  bold  flank  attack  on  General  Reno  with 
the  remains  of  two  divisions,  near  Chantilly,  endeavoring  to  gain 
possession  of  the  Fairfax  road,  with  a  view  of  interposing  a  bar- 
rier between  us  and  Washington.     This  movement,  so  threatening 
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in  its  character,  needed  to  be  promptly  met ;  the  enemy  must  be 
repulsed,  in  order  to  save  the  army,  if  not  indeed  the  Capital  itself. 
In  such  a  crisis,  General  Pope  was  naturally  unwilling — we  quote 
the  language  of  one  who  was  on  the  bloody  field — to  trust  any 
untried  commander,  and  looked  for  help  to  those  who  had  never 
failed  in  any  duty.  Kearney,  Eeno  and  Stevens  were  selected  for  the 
task.  Their  divisions  had  been  shattered  and  thinned  by  the  pre- 
ceding struggles,  but  with  Kearney  as  their  leader,  there  was  no 
thought  of  failure.  Eeno  and  Stevens  attacked,  but  after  desperate 
fighting  against  overpowering  numbers,  were  compelled  gradually 
to  retire.  Stevens  fell,  flag  in  hand,  cheering  and  leading  on  his 
old  Highland  regiment,  in  the  very  front  of  the  battle.  At  this 
moment,  as  our  forces  were  giving  way,  General  Kearney  appeared 
upon  the  field.  With  all  the  impetuosity  which  ordinarily  charac- 
terized his  attacks,  he  hurled  his  columns  against  the  exultant  and 
advancing  lines  of  the  enemy,  unlimbered  Kandolph's  guns,  shot- 
ted with  double  canister,  and  then  placing  himself  at  the  head  of 
Birney's  charging  column,  ordering  staff  and  orderlies  to  the  rear, 
broke  through  the  enemy's  center,  dashed  him  back  in  disorder  and 
confusion,  saved  Pope's  Army  and  the  Capital,  but  paid  for  the  vic- 
tory with  his  own  precious  life.  Biding  forward,  about  sunset,  to 
reconnoiter  the  enemy's  position,  he  unexpectedly  came  upon  ,the 
rebel  lines,  and  was  summoned  to  surrender,  but  refusing  with 
words  of  defiance,  was  shot  dead  as  he  turned  to  fly,  his  body  fall- 
ing into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

No  more  conclusive  testimony  of  the  popular  appreciation  of  Kear- 
ney's character  and  talents  could  possibly  have  been  furnished  than 
was  given  him  in  the  universal  outburst  of  lamentation  over  the  news 
of  his  death.  Everywhere  it  occasioned  the  profoundest  grief.  In 
Washington,  the  intelligence  of  his  "fall  was  especially  depressing. 
At  eight  o'clock  on  that  dismal  morning,  the  writer,  walking  the 
streets  of  the  Capital,  met  everywhere  groups  of  men  with  saddened 
faces  and  tearful  eyes,  talking  together  writh  subdued  voice  of  the 
nation's  loss.  At  Willard's,  the  lobbies  and  halls  were  thronged 
with  officers  and  civilians  listening  to  the  details  of  the  sad  event 
as  renewed  .  y  members  of  his  staff  and  others  fresh  from  the 
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front.  At  the  telegraph  office,  as  a  dispatch  was  handed  in  to  dis- 
tant friends  of  the  dead  General,  the  operator,  a  grey-haired  man, 
with  a  sob  in  his  voice,  exclaimed,  "  This  is  the  sorest  loss  of  all." 
At  the  White  House,  the  rough,  grand,  heroic  man  into  whose 
face  the  last  week's  losses  and  reverses  had  brought  a  deeper  sad- 
ness and  an  almost  holy  look  of  patient  weariness  aud  grief, 
mourned  no  less  keenly  the  knightly  soldier  fallen,  saying  in  his 
heart  also,  "This  is  the  sorest  loss  of  all."  In  the  hospitals, 
crowded  with  mangled  heroes ;  in  the  barracks  and  camps  in  and 
about  the  Capital ;  among  the  cavalry  filing  over  the  Long  Bridge 
and  moving  towards  the  upper  Potomac ;  everywhere,  the  words 
"  Kearney  is  dead,"  smote  upon  the  listening  ear  like  a  knell.9     He 

9  Captain  Henry  N.  Blakt,  (Eleventh  Massachusetts  Regiment,)  in  his  "Three  years 
in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,"  says,  in  closing  his  account  of  the  cattle  of  Chantilly : 

"The  army  mourned  the  National  loss  of  Major-General  Kearney,  who  was  killed  at 
Chantilly ;  and  his  memory  will  be  cherished  as  long  as  exalted  patriotism,  inspiring 
courage,  and  justice  towards  men,  are  revered  by  mankind.  Qualified  to  be  the  head 
of  the  army,  he  accepted  the  command  of  a  brigade.  Leaving  the  comforts  which  his 
large  wealth  afforded,  he  welcomed  the  most  trying  hardships  of  the  service.  In 
another  zone,  the  enemies  of  his  country  had  taken  his  arm;  but  his  zeal  triumphed 
over  the  disability,  and  he  fought  until  he  had  sacrificed  his  life.  Placing  the  reins 
between  his  teeth,  and  grasping  in  his  single  hand  the  two-edged  sword,  he  led  his 
men  in  the  charge  that  was  never  checked.  Humane  to  those  who  were  his  inferiors, 
the  orderlies  were  directed  to  bring  water  in  canteens  to  the  soldiers  when  the  exigen- 
cies of  the  hour  required  that  all  should  remain  in  the  ranks  at  the  front.  Impetuous 
in  thought  and  action  as  the  flash  of  his  fiery  eye,  he  censured  with  the  same  vehe- 
mence the  misconduct  of  a  private,  or  the  General  of  the  highest  rank  in  the  Union 
forces.  Beloved  by  his  division,  the  red  badge  which  he  instituted  was  always  worn  by 
the  officers  and  men  with  the  same  proud  feeling  with  which  the  heroic  commander 
displayed  the  cross  of  the  Legion  of  Honor,  which  never  enrolled  a  nobler  chevalier. 
Bravely  performing  his  public  tasks,  the  death  of  this  pure  patriot  and  consummate 
soldier  was  a  fitting  conclusion  of  his  eventful  life." 

Chaplain  Marks'  thus  details  his  last  interview  with  General  Kearney : 

"  From  this  time  I  had  no  personal  intercourse  with  General  Kearney,  until  the  fatal 
day  of  Chantilly.  While  the  army  was  yet  at  Centcrville,  I  entered  his  room  to  obtain 
permission  to  visit  the  wounded  at  Fairfax  Station.  This,  without  a  moment's  hesita- 
tion, he  granted,  and  urged  me  to  remain  with  him  for  a  few  moments ;  during  the 
course  of  our  conversation  he  spoke  of  the  causes  which  led  to  the  disastrous  defeat 
of  the  previous  Saturday,  and  then  of  the  spirit  which  animated  the  South.  For  the 
first  time  in  our  intercourse  he  spoke  on  tho  subject  of  religion.  He  regretted  that  it 
had  been  so  little  his  study,  but  said  his  knowledge  of  the  world  and  experience  taught 
him  that  the  only  hope  of  the  future  was  in  the  gospel  of  our  Lord,  and  that  every- 
thing else  would  signally  fail  in  producing  peace  on  earth  and  good-will  amongst  men. 
lie  said  the  scenes  in  which  we  were  living  more  deeply  impressed  him  with  the  value 
of  the  teachings  of  the  Bible. 

u  We  parted,  and  in  the  sauguiuary  struggle  of  the  evening  General  Kearney  fell,  and 
with  him  a  thousand  hopes  for  the  country  and  the  army.  He  was  a  man  of  far  more 
talent  than  many  have  been  willing  to  concede  to  him.     While  ardent  and  impulsive, 
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had  fought  for  the  nation,  for  unity,  liberty,  law ;  and  the  nation, 
with  the  last  flash  of  his  sword  in  its  eyes,  took  him  to  its  heart 
and  shrined  him  there,  with  the  chief  and  best  of  those  who,  from 
Bunker  Hill  downward  through  the  lapsing  years,  had  received  in 
their  breasts  the  fatal  thrusts  intended  for  its  own. 


Of  the  personal  characteristics  of  General  Kearney,  something 
still  remains  to  be  added.  As  a  disciplinarian  he  was,  as  already 
intimated,  stern,  exacting,  pitiless.  Possibly,  he  may  have  been  some- 
times unnecessarily  severe,  his  impetuous  temper  hurrying  him  into 
actions  which  sober  reflection  could  not  justify.  But  no  man  was 
more  ready  than  he  to  confess  an  error  or  correct  a  wrong.  His 
nature  was  at  bottom,  frank,  generous,  just,  and  as,  upon  occasion, 
he  was  swift  to  censure  with  unsparing  epithets,  so  when  the  blood 
cooled,  he  was  no  less  quick  to  compensate  for  any  injustice  of 
which  he  may  have  been  guilty.  Even  in  the  enforcement  of 
necessary  discipline,  he  often  showed  his  tender  side.  Frequently. 
after  having  reprimanded  an  officer  in  presence  of  his  command, 
for  some  slovenliness  of  dress  or  carelessness  of  drill,  he  was  known 
to  say  privately  to  the  object  of  his  rebuke :  "  This  reprimand 
was  necessary,  sir;  I  must  have  discipline;  come  and  take  dinner 
with  me."  The  officer,  however  greatly  his  sensibilities  may  have 
been  wounded,  could  not  but  appreciate  the  man  who,  while  thus 
faithful  to  the  responsibilities  of  command,  uniformly  respected 
the  manhood  of  his  subordinates ;  and  we  believe  there  was  never 
an  instance  in  which  a  reprimand,  however  sharp  or  severe,  led  to 
permanent  resentment  or  estrangement.  As  for  the  men  in  the 
ranks,  their  love  of  Kearney  amounted  to  idolatry.  It  was  a 
passion,  deep,  intense,  headlong.      They  swung  their  caps  for  him 


he  was  capable  of  the  most  wily  caution;  while  often  stem  and  withering;  in  rebuke, 
he  was  generous  and  f&fgiving,  and  though  ambitious,  he  was  above  all  low,  mean 
jealousies.  No  officer  in  the  army  was  more  laborious  and  sleepless ;  his  keen  eye  was 
everywhere ;  and  with  an  energy  that  never  faltered,  he  corrected  every  abuse,  and  fully 
investigated  everything  that  pertained  to  the  discipline  and  well-being  of  his  division. 
If  he  had  lived,  his  brilliant  and  chivalrous  qualities  would  have  won  for  him  a  very 
high  place  in  the  admiration  and  gratitude  of  his  country." 

108 
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as  lie  passed  their  camps ;  gossiped  proudly  of  Lis  peculiarities 
and  achievements  in  tent  and  bivouac ;  and  wore  his  homely 
flannel  badge,  as  the  Old  Guard  of  Napoleon  wore  the  cross  of  the 
Legion  of  Honor.  It  was  not  wonderful  that  he  inspired  this 
feeling.  He  was  not  merely  faultlessly  brave;  he  was  careful, 
even  in  the  heat  of  the  most  desperate  action,  of  the  safety  and 
lives  of  his  troops,  while  in  camp  he  was  ever  studious  of  their 
comfort.  Many  a  delicacy  from  his  private  larder  found  its  way  to 
sick  and  wounded  sufferers  in  the  hospitals  of  his  command.  Of 
these  latter  he  was  a  constant  visitor,  and  with  the  details  of  their 
organization,  no  less  than  with  the  wants  and  condition  of  all  their 
inmates,  he  took  care  to  be  always  familiar.10  Thus  thoughtfully 
cared  for — knowing  that  whatever  fortune  might  overtake  them, 
his  eye  would  seek  them  out  and  his  hand  minister  to  their  com- 
fort, it  was  no  wonder  that  the  men  revered  and  confided  in  him 


10  Chaplain  Marks  in  his  interesting  work,  "  The  Peninsula  Campaign  in  Virginia," 
makes  frequent  reference  to  General  Kearney's  humanity  and  sympathy  with  the  sick 
and  wounded.  Once  he  said  to  the  Chaplain,  who  had  been  looking  after  the  sick  at 
Baltimore  Cross-Roads,  "Everything  relating  to  my  sick  men  touches  my  heart;"  and 
"from  that  hour,"  adds  the  writer,  "lie  was  my  warmest  friend."  During  the  battle 
of  Fair  Oaks,  he  sent  the  Chaplain  to  Savage  Station  with  the  instruction,  "  All  the 
men  of  my  division  that  you  find  there  wounded  or  dead,  attend  to  them,  sir,  and  I 
will  thank  you."  This  interest  in  the  suffering  was  exhibited,  it  should  be  remem- 
bered, during  all  the  excitements  and  anxieties  of  battle,  and  it  showed  the  ever 
thoughtful  concern  of  the  model  soldier  lor  the  welfare  of  his  men.  The  following 
letter  addressed  by  him  to  Chaplain  Marks,  during  the  Peninsula  campaign,  is  of  deep 
interest  in  this  connection: 

"  Headquarters,  Third  Division,  Fair  Oaks,  / 
"  June  15, 1802.  J 

"Dear  Sin: — I  return  you  my  grateful  acknowledgments  for  your  noble  and  ener- 
getic conduct  in  behalf  of  our  poor  sufferers  of  this  Division. 

"  From  long  experience  in  the  field  no  one  appreciates  more  sensibly  the  service  you 
thus  render  to  humanity  and  to  our  cause. 

"If  there  has  been  one  point,  more  than  another,  where  I  have  hitherto  laboriously, 
and  conscientiously,  and  successfully  fulfilled  my  duties  as  an  officer,  it  has  been  in  my 
solicitude  for  the  sick  and  disabled.  I  am  thankful  to  find  in  you  a  strong  coadjutor; 
and  when  I  am  a  little  more  free  to  separate  myself  from  the  cares  of  being  on  the  spot 
to  command  in  case  of  attack,  I  will  ever  be  found  a  constant  visitor  of  the  hospitals. 
"  Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

"  Philip  Kearney,  Brigadier-General.1 ' 

In  a  letter  after  the  battle  of  Fair  Oaks,  General  Kearney  wrote : 

"One  curious  fact;  knowing  the  ease  of  carrying  off  my  sick  and  wounded  from 
Fair  Oaks  (I  sent  them  off  early),  1  was  ordered  to  unload  them  and  abandon  them  ; 
but  I  did  not,  and  carried  them  off;  but,  although  I  had  twenty  empty  wagons,  was 
prevented  taking  oif  those  of  another  hospital.  Fortunately,  they,  too,  principally 
got  clear." 
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with  an  absolute  trust ;  no  wonder  that  they  followed  him  gladly 
into  the  thickest  danger,  and  counted  a  word  of  approval  from  his 
lips  as  more  than  compensating  for  the  sorest  pains  and  the  dreari- 
est sufferings. 

"Not  was  the  generous  kindliness  of  this  rare  soldier  expended 
alone  on  the  soldiers  of  his  command.  He  pitied  sincerely  the 
misfortunes  of  many  among  the  enemy,  and  in  his  wide-reaching 
charity  of  soul  lost  no  opportunity  to  mitigate  the  sufferings  result- 
ing to  Southern  families  from  the  presence  of  our  troops  among 
them.  A  few  cases  in  illustration  of  this  fact  deserve  to  be  stated 
here.  Among  the  estates  within  the  limits  of  Kearney's  command, 
while  lying  at  Alexandria,  was  that  of  Miss.  E.  P.  Herbert.  Cir- 
cumstances having  rendered  her  comparatively  helpless,  her  case 
was  at  once  laid  before  General  McClellan  in  the  following  charac- 
teristic letter : 

"Headquarters  New  Jersey  Brigade,     [ 
Camp  Seminary,  November  21,  1861.  j 

"  Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  apply  for  a  safeguard  for  the  house  and  property  of  Miss 
E.  P.  Herbert,  in  Alexandria.  Her  case  is  peculiarly  distressing.  She  was  possessor 
of  "  Vancluse,"  a  point  in  my  camp  necessary  for  military  occupation,  at  an  early 
period.  When  threatened  with  an  attack  I  was  obliged  to  garrison  the  premises  by 
the  two  flank  companies  of  Colonel  Simpson's  Fourth  New  Jersey  Volunteers.  The 
lady  was  obliged  to  leave.  Her  house  in  Alexandria  had  been  forced  open,  and  all 
her  furniture  destroyed.  She  is  without  any  friends,  and  quite  advanced  in  years, 
and  cut  off  from  all  pecuniary  resources — being  additionally  burthened  with  her  sister, 
infirm  in  mind  as  in  body.  In  Alexandria,  she  has  not  been  treated  with  due  consid- 
eration. As  the  military  instrument  of  much  of  her  distress,  I  feel  bound  to  help 
her,  and  I  have  done  so.  She  needs  it,  for  her  mind  has  given  way  to  high  nervous 
excitement  and  fear. 

"A  'safeguard'  for  her  residence  in  Alexandria  will  do  much  to  secure  her  from 
future  annoyances,  and  to  calm  her.    I  respectfully  trust  that  it  may  be  granted. 

"Indemnity  is  due  to  her,  and  could  not  be  refused,  if  her  case  had  a  hearing.  In 
no  instance  could  humanity  have  juster  scope  for  its  exercise. 

"  Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

"P.  Kearney,  Brigadier-General." 

This  letter  finely  displays  both  General  Kearney's  humanity 
and  sense  of  justice  ;  and  his  action  in  this  case  is  only  a  type  of 
other  deeds  no  less  noble  and  generous.  Before  writing  this  letter, 
he  had  personally  helped  the  obje2t  of  his  interest,  having  on  the 
26th  of  October  put  his  banker  at  her  disposal  "  to  the  best  of 
his  means,"  and  tendered  her  other  assistance  no  less  valuable. 
Another  instance  in  which  this  same   benevolent   temper  found 
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expression,  is  disclosed  in  a  letter  to  the  Assistant  Adjutant-General 
of  Franklin's  Division,  dated  February  12,  1862,  as  follows: 

"Sir:  I  respectfully  again  call  the  attention  of  General  McClellan  to  the  great 
distress  of  Mrs.  Godwin,  a  lady  of  high  social  position,  and  the  necessity  of  her  being 
permitted  to  go  to  Richmond,  as  she  has  no  male  relatives  in  the  North. 

"It  is  now  a  month  since  Mr.  Godwin  died,  and  left  herself  and  numerous  daughters 
thus  helpless.  They  have  no  support  except  what  aid  they  may  receive  from  myself, 
and  other  officers.  Excepting  the  principle  of  private  individuals  passing  the  lines, 
they  could  easily  he  left  at  Mrs.  Fitzlmgh's,  two  and  a  half  miles  from  our  post,  and 
by  her  forwarded  to  Manassas. 

"They  have  never  had  any  means  of  information,  and  what  they  witness  in  my 
command  can  only  be  in  favor  of  the  spirit,  comfort  and  cheerfulness  of  the  Union 
army.  Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

"P.  Kearxey,  Brigadier-General." 

But  with  all  his  sympathy  for  the  inevitable  distresses  of  war, 
with  all  his  commiseration  for  the  misfortunes  of  the  proud  and 
haughty  First  Families  who  suddenly  saw  all  their  props  swept 
away,  General  Kearney  resented  as  a  personal  affront  any  and  all 
manifestations  of  sympathy  with  treason  within  the  limits  of  his 
command.  Himself  clear  as  the  day,  with  his  whole  nature  fired 
with  lofty  zeal,  he  despised  and  abhorred  all  hypocrisies  and  dou- 
ble-dealing, all  infractions  of  good  faith  or  comity  on  the  part  of 
those  who  were  held  at  the  mercy  of  the  conqueror.  And  his 
treatment  of  all  persons  so  offending  was  as  sharp  and  decisive  as 
it  was  often  unexpected.  Two  illustrations  only  of  his  stern 
fidelity  to  principle  in  cases  of  this  character  can  be  given  here, 
and  that  in  the  form  of  letters  from  Kearney's  own  hand.  On  the 
13th  of  December,  1861,  he  wrote  to  a  Mrs.  Brooks,  of  Alexandria, 
who  had  been  guilty  of  a  seditious  act,  as  follows  : 

11  Headquarters,  New  Jersey  Brigade,  ) 
"  December,  13,  1861.  J 

"  Madam  :  Certain  articles  for  a  prisoner  in  my  Brigade  Hospital,  have  been  received. 
They  were  unnecessary  as  tending  to  the  comfort  of  the  prisoner,  as  I  had  already 
supplied  him  with  clothing  from  my  owu  wardrobe,  and  the  hospital  has  complete 
sets — as  to  delicacies,  they  are  equally  unnecessary,  as  our  own  hospital  is  richly  pro- 
vided. Be  assured  that  in  this  sad  war,  I  ignore  individuals,  more  particularly  if 
wounded  and  prisoners,  and  that  I  have  made  no  distinction  between  this  prisoner  and 
my  own  people. 

"The  package,  on  being  examined,  contained  what  was  seditious.  The  insignia  of 
rebellion  attending  openly  the  bouquet  presented,  is  equally  liable  to  condemnation. 

"In  reference  to  this,  Madam,  with  the  kindest  feelings  that  civil  war  admits  of,  I 
can  only  see  in  it  an  unpardonable  defiance  and  contempt  for  the  feelings  of  myself  and 
command,  who  have  ever  been  your  safeguard  and  protection.  It  is  aggravating  to  the 
highest  point  with  myself,  whom  the  very  consideration  I  show,  above  all  others,  to 
the  undefended,  seditious  or  Union,  causes  to  detest,  despise  and  loathe  those  factious, 
egotistical  Southerners,  who  have  introduced  anarchy  and  schism,  reducing  us,  a  proud 
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first-class  Nation,  to  (if  they  could)  the  insignificance,  themselves  and  us,  of  a  petty 
German  Principality. 

44  Madam,  if  I  were  to  construe  my  duty  strictly,  it  -would  be  to  denounce  you  to  the 
surveillance  of  the  Alexandria  authorities,  but  I  accept  as  your  excuse,  the  weakness 
of  your  sex,  and  your  unprotected  situation.  I  must,  as  a  friend,  caution  you  for  the 
future.  It  was  with  great  difficulty,  owing  to  your  sentiments,  that  I  protected  you 
whilst  here.  Does  it  ever  occur  to  you  that  those  who  like  myself,  and  most  others, 
have  sacrificed  comfort,  interest,  and  their  homes,  to  protect  our  glorious  Union, 
must  feci  insulted,  as  no  male  dares  to  insult  us  (did  we  allow  private  annoyances  to 
mix  with  our  high  vocation),  in  thus  being  bearded  in  the  face  of  our  might  by  expres- 
sions of  disloyalty,  and  that  as  to  the  individual  for  whom  it  is  called  forth,  it  could 
only  prevent  or  restrain  our  full  benevolence  to  him  as  a  sufferer? 

"With  best  respects,  your  obedient  servant, 

"  P.  Kearney,  Brigadier-General. 

"  P.  S.    Tou  will  please  not  to  hold  further  communication  with  the  prisoner." 

Two  days  later,  the  above  letter  was  followed  by  this  note,  in 
which  courtesy  and  firm  adherence  to  duty  are  strangely  blended  : 

M  Se:minary,  December  15,  1S61. 
"Dear  Madam  :  I  received  yours  of  this  date;  I  did  not  read  it ;  it  was  sufficient  to 
glean  from  it  that  you  feel  aggrieved  by  me.  I  most  respectfully  apologize,  and  dis- 
claim any  feeling  of  personality,  although  injured.  But  in  doinsr  so,  I  am  left  only  my 
official  duty — that  of  reporting  secret  correspondence  with  the  enemy,  a  prisoner 
under  my  charge. 

"With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

"P.  Kearney,  Brigadier-General. 
"To  Mrs.  Brooks." 

In  another  case,  the  action  of  General  Kearney  was  even  more 
sharp  and  decisive.  A  Mrs.  E.  Godwin  having  offered  an  insult 
to  the  flag,  he  addressed  her  (March  29,  1862)  as  follows : 

"Dear  Madam:  The  conduct  of  the  ladies  of  your  family  has  been  so  impudent, 
by  its  public  demonstrations,  that  I  am  left  but  one  of  two  alternatives  to  save  you, 
viz  :  The  obtaining  for  you  a  safeguard  from  General  McClellan  ;  but  this  obliges  an 
oath  of  allegiance  to  the  Union.  Ladies  do  not  always  like  this  straining  of  their 
private  predilections. 

"The  other  alone  remains  for  me,  therefore,  viz:  The  planting  over  your  door,  by 
my  high  authority  (not,  therefore,  the  abuse  as  by  an  irresponsible  individual),  that 
flag  of  our  old  Union,  under  which  we  have  all  lived  so  long,  and  in  which  I  have  so 
strong  a  faith  that  the  North  and  the  South,  the  East  and  the  West,  will  sooner  or 
later  be  once  more  united,  and  all  doubts  and  discord  past,  will  learn  once  again  to 
appreciate  each  other,  without  reference  to  section. 

"Most  devotedly  and  sincerely,  your  obedient  servant, 

"Philip  Kearney, 
"Brigadier-General  Commanding  Camp  at  Seminary." 

The  flag,  under  which  the  high-strung  Virginia  ladies  had 
declared  their  solemn  purpose  never  again  to  walk,  was  planted 
over  the  door,  as  Kearney  promised,  and  they  walked  under  it, 
rebuked  and  humiliated,  spite  of  ail  their  sneers  and  boasts,  so  long- 
as  his  authority  extended  over  their  acres. 
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Did  the  war  produce  another  General  in  whom,  were  thus  united 
so  many  of  those  high  and  peculiar  traits  which  go  to  make  the 
perfect  soldier  ?  Did  it  produce  another  who  fought  more  unselfishly 
or  with  more  lofty  fidelity  to  principle  ?  Another  who,  with  keener 
prophetic  eye  searched  out  and  foretold  the  weaknesses  and  disas- 
ters under  which  we  staggered  so  drearily  and  long?  Another 
who,  unawed  by  the  frown  of  authority,  always  declared  with  equal 
boldness  and  emphasis  the  thought  that  was  in  him?  Another  who 
looked  towards  a  higher  mark,  or  measured  all  his  deeds  by  a  higher 
or  broader  standard  ? 


Major-General  Gershom  Mott. 

Major-General  Gershom  Mott  is  a  native  of  Mercer  County,  in 
this  State,  and  upon  the  commencement  of  the  rebellion  was  thirty- 
nine  years  of  age.  During  the  Mexican  war  he  served  with  marked 
credit  as  Second  Lieutenant  in  the  Tenth  Infantry,  one  of  the  ten 
regiments  which  were  attached  to  the  regular  army  during  that 
period.  At  the  time  when  the  first  call  was  made  for  volunteers 
to  aid  in  suppressing  the  rebellion,  he  held  a  desirable  position  as 
cashier  of  the  Bordentown  Banking  Company,  but  with  genuine 
patriotic  feeling,  he  at  once  offered  his  services  to  Governor  Olden 
in  any  capacity  he  might  designate,  and  on  tbe  4th  of  August, 
1861,  was  appointed  Lieutenant-Colonel  of  the  Fifth  New  Jersey 
Volunteers.  This  regiment,  which  was  composed  of  a  superior 
class  of  men,  he  thoroughly  drilled  and  disciplined — being  its  com- 
manding officer  during  nearly  all  the  time  he  was  connected  with 
it — advancing  it  to  a  high  state  of  efficiency  and  preparing  it  for 
the  arduous  and  terrible  campaigns  in  which  it  was  destined  to 
share.  In  the  first  demonstration  against  the  enemy  made  by  the 
Second  New  Jersey  Brigade,  this  regiment  carried  off  the  honors, 
being  selected  by  General  Hooker  to  cross  the  Potomac  and  seize 
the  rebel  works  at  Cockpit  Point,  which  was  done,  under  Mott's 
direction,  in  the  most  gallant  and  satisfactory  manner.  In  the 
memorable  battle  of  Williamsburg,  the  regiment  fought- with  the 
most  obstinate  bravery,  occupying  an  advanced  position,  and  ren- 
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dering  service  of  inestimable  value  in  the  general  plan  of  opera- 
tions. Immediately  after  this  battle,  Mott,  who  had  distinguished 
himself  by  his  coolness  and  courage,  was  promoted  (May  7,  1862) 
to  the  Colonelcy  of  the  Sixth  Regiment.  This  regiment  he  com- 
manded with  such  skill  and  success  in  all  the  contests  in  which  it 
participated  on  the  Peninsula  and  up  to  the  second  Bull  Run,  as  to 
win  the  lavish  encomiums  of  his  superiors,  eliciting  from  them  a 
strong  and  unanimous  recommendation  for  his  promotion  to  a  Briga- 
dier-Generalship. The  President,  satisfied  of  his  merits  as  an  offi- 
cer and  soldier,  promptly  acted  upon  this  recommendation,  ordering 
the  promotion  on  the  7th  of  September.  At  this  time  Mott  was 
at  home  suffering  from  a  wound  received  at  Bull  Run  while  gal- 
lantly leading  and  encouraging  his  men,  but  as  soon  as  possible 
(December  4th)  returned  to  the  field,  and,  upon  the  urgent  request 
of  General  Hooker,  then  commanding  the  Center  Grand  Division 
of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  was  assigned  to  the  command  of  the 
Third  Brigade,  Second  Division,  Third  Corps,  or  what  was  more 
generally  recognized  as  the  Second  ^"ew  Jersey  Brigade,  then  com- 
posed of  the  Fifth,  Sixth,  Seventh  and  Eighth  New  Jersey  and  the 
One  Hundred  and  Fifteenth  Pennsylvania  and  Second  New  York 
Regiments.  In  the  battle  of  Chancellorsville,  this  brigade  dis- 
played the  most  heroic  gallantry,  bearing  the  brunt  of  the  fighting 
on  that  part  of  the  line  where  it  was  placed.  Here,  General  Mott, 
who  fought  with  the  same  bravery  and  skill  as  on  other  fields,  at 
one  time  carrying  the  colors  in  his  own  hand  as  his  columns  swept 
to  the  assault,  was  again  wounded,  but  refused  to  leave  the  front 
until  completely  exhausted  from  loss  of  blood,  when  he  retired  a 
short  distance  to  the  rear.  On  the  29th  of  August,  having  recov- 
ered from  this  wound,  he  rejoined  his  command  at  Bealton,  and  on 
the  loth  of  October  engaged  the  enemy  at  McLean's  Ford,  where, 
being  in  sole  command  of  our  forces,  he  handsomely  defeated  a 
large  body  of  the  enemy.  On  the  3d  of  April,  1861,  as  the  army 
commenced  its  Grand  Advance  upon  the  enemy,  General  Mott  was 
placed  in  command  of  the  Second  Division  of  the  Third  Corps, 
but  subsequently,  upon  the  consolidation  of  the  Fourth  and  Third 
Divisions  of  that  Corps,  and  their  incorporation  with  the  Second 


824  NEW  JERSEY  AND   THE   REBELLION. 

Corps  as  one  division  (the  Third),  fell  back  temporarily  to  his  old 
brigade.  Shortly  after,  however,  he  again  took  command  of  the 
division,  and  held  that  position  until  the  close  of  the  war.  On  the 
10th  of  September,  1864,  he  was  brevetted  Major-General,  and 
after  the  army  broke  up,  was  put  in  command  of  a  division  of 
the  Provisional  Corps  which  was  then  formed — the  division  consist- 
ing of  the  remnants  of  the  old  Second  Corps.  Upon  that  corps 
being  mustered  out,  lie  was  ordered  to  report  to  the  Department  of 
Washington  (July  28,  1865),  and  on  the  5th  of  August  was  made 
a  member  of  the  Wirz  Commission.  Subsequently  (on  the  25th 
of  November,  1865),  he  was  appointed  on  the  Commission  to  inves- 
tigate the  difficulties  between  the  State  of  Massachusetts  and  the 
Austrian  Government,  growing  out  of  the  enlistment  of  Austrian 
subjects  by  the  former.  He  remained  on  this  commission  until  the 
15th  of  January,  1866,  having  been  made  a  full  Major-General  on 
the  1st  of  December  preceding.  On  the  20th  of  February  following, 
his  resignation  from  the  service,  sent  in  some  months  previously, 
was  accepted,  and  he  retired  to  private  life,  carrying  with  him  the 
warmest  expressions  of  confidence  from  Secretary  Stanton  and 
other  members  of  the  Government. 

General  Mott  was  the  first  officer  of  volunteers  who  was  bre- 
vetted a  Major-General  from  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  and  is  the 
only  full  Major-General  from  New  Jersey.  As  a  soldier  his  record 
is  without  spot,  and  his  advancement  was  purely  the  result  of 
merit.  Some  Generals — not  a  few,  indeed — acquired  prominence 
rather  through  the  friendly  intervention  of  politicians  and  hired 
correspondents,  than  by  actual  performance  in  the  field ;  but  Mott 
owed  nothing  to  influences  of  this  character,  suffering  rather  from 
the  hostility  of  the  one  and  the  prejudice  of  the  other.  More  than 
once,  the  credit  of  achievements  performed  by  his  brigade  and  di- 
vision was  ascribed  to  others,  and  even  the  historians  of  the  war 
have  not  altogether  corrected  the  false  judgments  of  cotemporane- 
ous  writers  as  to  a  number  of  engagements  in  which  he  participa- 
ted, as  is  clearly  shown  elsewhere  in  the  history  of  the  Second  New 
Jersey  Brigade. 

As  a  disciplinarian,  General    Mott   possessed    qualities   of  the 
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highest  order,  and  his  division  was  at  all  times  conspicuous  both  for 
the  efficiency  of  its  officers  and  the  courage  and  endurance  of  its 
men.  At  one  time  during  the  campaign  from  the  Wilderness  to 
Petersburg,  General  Mott  furnished  from  his  division  over  half  a 
dozen  Colonels  to  command  brigades  in  other  divisions,  and  all 
justified  the  confidence  which  induced  his  superiors  to  look  to  his 
command  for  officers  of  the  highest  skill  and  capacity.  But  with 
all  his  admitted  courage  and  genuine  capacity,  Mott  had  little 
magnetism  of  character,  and  rarely  depended  for  success  upon  the 
arts  of  command.  He  was  purely  a  man  of  method,  as  was  natu- 
ral in  view  of  his  education  and  business  pursuits,  and  he  held 
tenaciously  to  military  rules,  being  inclined,  indeed,  to  view  with 
a  sort  of  contempt  any  officer  who  failed  to  fight  militarily,  in 
precise  accordance  with  established  regulations.  He  was  at  all 
times  thoroughly  self-possessed  in  action,  but  was  not  always  above 
the  influence  of  passion.  With  his  familiars  he  was  genial  and 
hearty  to  the  last  degree,  but  could  be  frigid  as  an  iceberg  to  any 
against  whom,  whether  justly  or  otherwise,  he  had  conceived  a 
prejudice.  During  the  battle  of  Chancellorsville,  having  been  car- 
ried to  the  rear  when  exhausted  from  loss  of  blood,  an  officer  of  a 
regiment  in  his  brigade,  entered  the  place  where  be  was  lying,  some 
mile  or  so  from  the  front,  and  seemed  about  to  make  himself  com- 
fortable, when  Mott,  seeing  no  signs  of  any  wound  on  the  person 
of  the  visitor,  enquired  sharply,  "What  are  you  doing  here,  sir?" 
,The  officer  replied  that  he  had  been  injured,  but  his  manner  show- 
ing that  he  was  really  skulking,  Mott,  too  indignant  for  speech, 
turned  his  face  to  the  wall  with  an  air  that  said,  "  begone,  thou 
coward,"  and  from  that  hour,  there  was  a  barrier  between  that  offi- 
cer and  himself  that  nothing  could  ever  beat  down. 

General  Mott  was  four  times  wounded — once  in  each  year  of  the 
term  during  which  he  was  in  the  service.  When  last  wounded, 
during  the  pursuit  of  Lee,  his  division  had  just  come  up  with  the 
rear  guard  of  the  enemy,  and  but  for  his  being  compelled  to  leave 
the  field  and  abandon  to- others  the  execution  of  his  combinations, 
some  thousands  of  the  rebels,  with  a  large  part  of  their  train,  must 
have  been  captured.  All  were,  indeed,  a  few  days  afterwards  sur- 
104 
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rendered,  but  it  would  have  been  a  fitting  close  to  Mott's  career, 
and  a  crowning  glory  to  the  old  Second  Brigade,  could  the  enemy 
have  been  at  that  time  captured  and  held  as  trophies  of  New  Jersey 
valor  and  endurance. 


Brevet  Major-General  Torbert. 
A.  T.  A.  Torbert  entered  the  Military  Academy  at  West  Point 
in  1851,  and  graduated  four  years  after,  in  1855,  being  promoted 
to  Second  Lieutenant  in  the  Fifth  United  States  Infantry.  He 
joined  that  regiment  in  the  same  year,  in  Texas,  and  served  con- 
tinuously until  1861  on  the  frontiers  of  that  State,  and  in  Florida, 
Utah  and  New  Mexico.  In  February,  1861,  he  was  promoted  to 
First  Lieutenant,  and  on  the  17th  of  April  following  reported  to 
Governor  Olden,  of  New  Jersey,  by  order  of  the  War  Department, 
for  mustering  duty.  He  continued  in  the  performance  of  this  duty 
until  September  of  the  same  jear:  being  promoted  in  August  to 
Captain  and  Assistant  Quartermaster.  In  September  he  declined  a 
staff  appointment,  and  was  promoted  Captain  in  the  Fifth  Infantry. 
About  the  same  time  he  received  permission  from  the  War  Depart- 
ment to  accept  the  Colonelcy  of  a  regiment  of  Volunteers,  and  was 
thereupon  made  Colonel  of  the  First  New  Jersey  by  Governor 
Olden,  assuming  command  on  the  17th,  at  Camp  Seminary,  Virginia. 
During  the  fall  and  winter  months  he  devoted  himself  to  the  work 
of  drilling  and  disciplining  the  .regiment  for  active  service,  and 
soon  advanced  it  to  a  state  of  proficiency  which  enlisted  the  warm- 
est encomiums  from  General  Kearney  and  others.  In  March,  1862, 
Colonel  Torbert  commanded  his  regiment  in  McClellan's  advance 
to  Manassas,  and  subsequently  accompanied  it  to  the  Peninsula, 
serving  in  that  disastrous  campaign  from  March  to  July,  being 
engaged  in  the  battle  of  West  Point,  the  skirmish  at  Mechanics- 
ville,  the  battle  of  Gaines'  Mill,  and  in  the  seven  days'  fight  in 
McClellan's  retreat  to  the  James  Eivcr.  In  August,  1862,  he  was 
assigned  to  the  command  of  the  First  New  Jersey  Brigade,  known 
as  the  First  Brigade,  First  Division,  Sixth  Army  Corps,  then  lying 
near  Alexandria,   Virginia.      The   brigade   took  part  in  General 
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Pope's  campaign,  and  subsequently  in  the  campaign  in  Maryland 
under  General  McClellan,  participating  in  tbe  battles  of  Crampton's 
Pass  and  Antietam.  Upon  the  termination  of  this  campaign,  the 
Fifteenth  and  Twenty-third  New  Jersey  Eegiments  were  assigned 
to  the  brigade.  Torbert  participated  with  his  command  in  the 
battle  of  Fredericksburg,  December  13,  1862,  and  in  January, 
1863,  left  on  sick  leave,  not  being  present  at  the  second  Freder- 
icksburg battle.  In  the  following  June  he  rejoined  the  brigade 
near  Fairfax  Court  House,  and  marched  with  the  army,  under 
Hooker,  into  Maryland,  serving  through  the  whole  of  the  Mary- 
land and  Pennsylvania  campaigns,  under  General  Meacle — taking 
part  in  the  battles  of  Gettysburg  and  Fairfield,  in  July,  1863.  He 
then  commanded  the  brigade  continuously  down  to  April,  186-1, 
when  he  was  placed  in  command  of  the  First  Division  of  the  Cav- 
alry, Army  of  the  Potomac,'  and  moved  with  it  in  the  Grand 
Advance.  In  May,  he  was  assigned  to  the  command  of  all  the 
cavalry  (about  three  thousand)  with  that  army,  General  Sheridan 
being  on  the  Eichmond  road  with  the  Cavalry  Corps  proper.  Tor- 
bert commanded  at  the  cavalry  fights  at  Milford  Station  on  the 
Fredericksburg  and  Richmond  Eailroad,  May  21st,  and  on  the 
North  Anna  three  days  later.  Joining  his  division  on  the  26th, 
he  commanded  in  the  engagement  at  Hanovertown  on  tbe  27th, 
and  was  present  at  the  fight  at  Hawes'  Shop  on  the  28 5b.  He  then 
commanded  in  the  actions  at  Old  Church  on  the  30th,  and  at  Cold 
Harbor  on  the  31st  and  June  1st,  subsequently  taking  part  in  the 
(cavalry  engagements  at  Trevillian  Station,  June  11th,  at  Mallo- 
way's  Ford  Cross  Eoad,  June  12th,  at  White  House  and  Tan- 
stalFs  Station.  June  21st,  and  at  Darbytown  June  28th.  On 
the  30th  of  July  he  was  ordered  to  embark  at  City  Point 
with  his  division,  proceed  to  Washington,  and  report  to  General 
Sheridan  at  Harpers  Ferry.  Reporting  on  the  8th  of  August,  he 
was  promoted  to  Chief  of  Cavalry  of  the  Middle  Military  Division, 
on  the  staff  of  the  General  of  Cavalry — his  command  consisting  of 
the  First  and  Third  Cavalry  Divisions  from  the  Army  of  the  Poto- 
mac, commanded  by  Generals  Merrit  and  Wilson,  and  the  Second 
Cavalry  Division  of  the  Army  of  the  Shenandoah,  commanded  by 
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General  Averill.  In  the  fighting  in  that  department,  Torbert  had 
a  conspicuous  part,  commanding  at  the  battle  of  Winchester, 
August  17th,  and  at  Kearneysville  (with  the  First  and  Third  Divi- 
sions), August  25th.  In  the  famous  battle  at  Opequan,  September 
19th,  he  commanded  in  person  the  First  and  Second  Divisions, 
sharing  also  actively  in  other  engagements  following  upon  that 
victory.  In  the  fights  at  Mount  Crawford,  October  2d,  and  at 
Toms  River  on  the  9th,  he  commanded  the  First  and  Third  Divi- 
sions, under  Merrit  and  Custer.  In  the  general  engagement  at 
Cedar  Creek,  October  19th,  he  commanded  the  First,  Second  and 
Third  Divisions,  and  November  12th,  was  present  at  the  engage- 
ment near  Middletown.  He  then  commanded  at  Liberty  Mills, 
December  22d,  with  the  First  and  Second  Divisions,  Army  of  the 
Shenandoah,  and  at  Gordonsville,  December  23d,  with  the  same 
command.  On  the  9th  of  September,  of  that  year,  he  had  been 
promoted  to  brevet  Major-General,  and  assigned  to  duty  by  the 
President  according  to  his  brevet  rank.  On  the  23d  of  April,  1865, 
he  was  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  Army  of  the  Shenandoah, 
headquarters  at  Winchester  —the  command  embracing  three  divi- 
sions of  infantry,  one  of  cavalry,  and  six  batteries.  On  the  12th 
of  July,  this  army  being  broken  up,  he  was  assigned  to  the  com- 
mand of  the  District  of  Southeastern^  Virginia,  headquarters  at 
Norfolk.  He  was  relieved  from  command  and  mustered  out  of 
the  service  of  volunteer  rank  in  December,  1865,  and  November 
1,  1866,  having  meanwhile  been  on  leave  of  absence,  resigned  from 
the  army  and  retired  to  private  life.  He  was  once  wounded  slightly, 
namely,  on  September  11,  1862,  at  Crampton's  Pass,  Maryland — 
where  his  brigade,  as  shown  in  another  part  of  this  work,  performed 
one  of  the  most  brilliant  feats  of  the  war.  During  the  war  he 
received  the  following  brevets  in  the  Regular  Army  :  brevet  Major, 
July  4,  1863,  for  gallant  and  meritorious  services  at  the  battle  of 
Gettysburg;  brevet  Lieutenant-Colonel,  May  28,  1864,  for  gallant 
services  at  Hawes'  Shop;  brevet  Colonel,  September  19,  1864,  for 
gallant  services  at  the  battle  of  Winchester;  brevet  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral, March  13,  1865,  for  bravery  at  Cedar  Creek ;  brevet  Major- 
General,  March  13,  1865,  for  meritorious  services  during  the  war. 
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Few  officers  were  more  highly  esteemed  by  the  authorities  of 
New  Jersey  than  General  Torbert.  It  was  owing  in  a  large  degree 
to  his  industry  and  fidelity  that  they  were  enabled  at  the  outbreak 
of  hostilities  to  promptly  fill  all  the  requisitions  made  upon  them 
for  troops — his  experience  and  familiarity  with  the  methods  of 
organization  wonderfully  diminishing  the  difficulties  of  the  task 
which  was  so  suddenly  imposed  upon  them.  For  a  period  of  six 
months,  Torbert  labored  in  this  work  with  unexampled  activity, 
proving  a  strong  right  arm  to  the  Executive — never  shrinking  for 
a  moment  from  any  undertaking,  however  formidable ;  never  foil- 
ing in  the  performance  of  any  duty  laid  upon  him.  Yet  all  this 
while  there  were  some,  strange  to  say,  who  questioned  his  loyalty, 
and  who  labored  to  undermine  him  in  the  confidence  of  the 
authorities  and  impair  his  influence  with  those  by  whom  he  was 
surrounded.  This  hostility,  so  far  as  has  ever  been  ascertained, 
had  no  better  foundation  than  the  fact  that  General  Torbert  was  a 
native  of  the  South,  and  had  been  associated  for  the  most  part 
with  Southern  officers — having  many  influential  friends  among 
Southern  politicians,  with  whose  views  upon  the  slavery  question 
he  in  some  degree  coincided.  But  over  against  this  stood  the  fact 
that  with  the  very  first  mutter  of  treason  he  arrayed  himself  vig- 
orously and  earnestly  on  the  loyal  side,  doing  more  than  any  sin- 
gle mustering  officer  in  the  Northern  States  to  hurry  troops  to  the 
field  to  aid  in  maintaining  the  authority  of  the  Government,  and 
the  further  fact  also  that  he  was  at  all  times  outspoken  and  em- 
phatic in  denouncing  the  whole  rebellious  conspiracy,  never  hesi- 
tating to  rebuke  in  others  the  slightest  expression  of  sympathy  with 
it.  These  facts,  amounting  to  positive  evidence,  finally,  it  is  grati- 
fying to  know,  were  generally  accepted  as  conclusive  as  to  Tor- 
bert's  status :  and  if,  later  in  the  war,  when  his  saber  was  flashing 
over  the  heads  of  the  Nation's  enemies,  any  still  entertained  doubts 
as  to  his  loyalty,  they  must  have  been  of-  the  class  with  whom 
neither  argument  nor  reason  can  overcome  the  influence  of  irra- 
tional prejudice. 

As  a  soldier,  General  Torbert  was  courageous,  vigilant,  skillful ; 
with   excellent   natural    capacities    for   command,    uniting   much 
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acquired  information  as  to  the  high  arts  and  rules  of  war,  which  made 
him,  in  point  of  qualification,  vastly  the  superior  of  many  who 
ranked  him  in  the  service.  As  a  cavalry  officer,  he  displayed  pecu- 
liarly brilliant  qualities,  his  entire  connection  with  that  arm  of  the 
service  being  in  the  highest  degree  creditable  to  himself  and  the 
army.  Sheridan,  under  whose  eye  he  fought,  held  him  in  the 
highest  estimation,  finding  in  him  many  of  the  soldierly  elements 
which,  in  his  own  character,  shone  so  conspicuously.  In  the  bat- 
tles in  the  Shenandoah,  during  the  summer  and  fall  of  1861,  Tor- 
bert  was  ever  foremost  in  grappling  with  the  enemy,  and  no  blows 
were  sharper  or  more  severe  than  those  which  his  divisions  inflicted 
upon  Early  as,  finally,  he  went  reeling  down  the  valley,  utterly 
discomfited  and  broken.  Torbert's  success  in  this  branch  of  the 
service  was  the  result  not  merely  of  skill  in  combination  and  high 
personal  courage,  but  in  a  large  measure  also  of  the  enthusiasm  with 
which  he  fought,  and  which,  inspiring  his  command  with  confi- 
dence, made  it  irresistible,  whether  in  the  impetuosity  of  its  attack 
or  the  stubborn  tenacity  with  which,  when  assailed,  it  held  its 
ground  and  beat  back  the  assailant. 

General  Torbert,  like  the  majority  of  the  General  officers  from 
New  Jersey,  was  comparatively  young  in  years,  being  at  the  time 
he  took  command  of  the  First  Eegiment,  under  thirty  years  of 
age.  Upon  resigning  his  position  in  the  army  and  retiring  to  pri- 
vate life,  he  took  up  his  residence  at  Delaware,  where,  possessing 
a  large  estate,  he  rests  in  the  shadow  of  his  own  vine,  with  no 
breath  of  war  blowing  among  the  leaves,  no  menace  of  treason 
disturbing  the  peaceful  calm  in  which,  after  battles  many  and 
perilous,  he  has  happily  anchored. 


Brevet  Major-General  Eobert  McAllister. 
Major-General  Robert  McAllister,  at  the- time  the  rebellion  com- 
menced, was  a  citizen  of  Oxford  Furnace,  New  Jersev,  en^a^ed 
in  an  important  enterprise,  which  demanded  his  closest  attention.  * 
He  had  already  reached  the  age  at  which,  ordinarily,  men  of  the 
better  class  prefer  the  ease  and  quiet  of  the  well-ordered  family 
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circle  to  the  tumults  and  attritions  of  worldly  strife;  and  was, 
besides,  exempt,  by  virtue  of  his  years,  from  the  obligation  to  per- 
form military  duty.  But  he  was  a  man  of  profoundly  patriotic 
instincts,  of  deep  and  pervading  religious  convictions,  a  lover  of 
liberty,  a  respecter  of  law ;  and  when  that  blow  was  struck 
which  menaced  law,  order,  religion  and  every  other  high  and  sacred 
interest  with  destruction,  he  surrendered,  in  a  moment,  business, 
home,  and  all  accustomed  comforts,  and  with  only  a  burning  desire 
to  be  useful,  gave  himself  to  the  country. 

Immediately  enlisting  a  company  of  men  upon  the  first  call  for 
three  year's  troops,  he  reported  at  Trenton  early  in  May,  1861,  and 
on  the  21st  of  that  month  was  appointed  Lieutenant-Colonel  of  the 
First  Eegiment,  serving  in  that  capacity,  although  really  in  com- 
mand during  most  of  the  time,  until  July  28,  1862,  when  he  was 
appointed  Colonel  of  the  Eleventh  Eegiment,  of  which,  he  at  once 
assumed  command,  and  with,  which  he  remained  until  June  6,  1864. 
In  October,  1862,  as  ranking  Colonel,  he  took  command  of  the 
First  Brigade,  Second  Division,  Third  Corps,  to  which,  his  regiment 
was  attached..  Upon  the  consolidation  of  the  Third  Corps  with 
the  Second  he  was  placed  temporarily,  in  the  midst  of  a  battle,  in 
charge  of  the  Second  Brigade,  Third  Division,  Second  Corps, 
directing  its  operations  in  all  the  engagements  in  which  it  partici- 
pated. On  the  24th  of  June  (1864)  following,  he  was  relieved  and 
took  command  of  the  Third  Brigade,  Third  Division,  Second  Corps 
(Second  ~New  Jersey  Brigade),  remaining  in  that  position  during 
the  remainder  of  the  war.  On  the  27th  of  October,  1864,  he  was 
appointed  Brigadier-General  by  brevet,  "  for  gallant  and  distin- 
guished services  at  Boydton  Plank  Eoad,"  and  on  the  13th  of 
March,  1865,  was  further  recognized  by  appointment  as  brevet 
Major-General  "  for  meritorious  services  during  the  war."  He  was 
mustered  out  of  the  service  on  the  6th  of  June,  1865. 

From  the  outset  of  his  career,  General  McAllister  was  a  man  of 
work  and  action.     Sharing  in  the  first  battle  of  the  war,  he  parti- 
*  cipated  also  in  the  last.     In  all,  he  was  engaged  in  some  forty  bat- 
tles, extending  all  the  way  from  West  Point  to  the  fall  of  Peters- 
burg.    He  was  present  at  the  first  Bull  Eun,  rendering  efficient 
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service  in  arresting  the  retreat  of  our  forces,  and  also  at  the  siege 
of  Yorktown,  though  not  actually  engaged  in  the  operations  before 
that  place.  In  the  battle  of  "West  Point,  he  fought  with  great  gal- 
lantry, and  participated  also  in  the  battles  of  Gaines'  Mill,  Charles 
City  Cross  Eoads,  White  Oak  Swamp,  and  Malvern  Hill.  In  the 
engagement  at  Gaines'  Mill  his  regiment  suffered  severely,  having 
been  ordered  into  the  woods  and  kept  there  by  Fitz  John  Porter, 
who  refused  to  permit  fresh  troops  to  go  to  its  relief.  Subse- 
quently, General  McAllister  shared  in  the  desperate  fighting  at 
Fredericksburg,  Chancellorsville  and  Gettj^sburg,  being  severely 
wounded  in  the  latter  engagement.  After  an  absence  of  ninety 
days,  he  returned  to  the  field  and  participated  in  the  engagement 
at  Jacob's  Ford  on  the  Eappahannock,  being  the  first  man  to  land, 
under  heavy  fire  from  the  enemy,  in  the  crossing  at  Kelley's  Ford 
prior  to  this  fight.  He  was  present,  during  the  same  campaign,  at 
Locust  Grove  and  Mine  Pun,  and  in  the  last  grand  advance  parti- 
cipated in  all  the  battles  of  the  Wilderness,  at  Spottsylvania,  the 
North  Anna,  Coal  Harbor,  Petersburg,  Deep  Bottom.  Strawberry 
Plains,  Weldon  Kailroad,  Beams'  Station,  Boydton  Plank  Road, 
Hatcher's  Run,  Poplar  Grove  Church,  and  in  the  final  contests  be- 
fore Richmond — especially  distinguishing  himself  in  a  picket  line 
line  fight  on  the  5th  of  February,  1865,  and  in  the  crowning  vic- 
tory of  the  war — the  capture  of  the  enemy's  works  before  Peters- 
burg. In  many  of  these  engagements,  as  at  Hatcher's  Run  and 
Boydton  Plank  Road,  General  McAllister  by  his  coolness  and 
intrepidity  won  the  special  commendations  of  his  superiors.  All 
the  Generals  under  whom  he  served,  including  Humphreys,  Prince, 
Carr  and  several  others,  united  in  recommending  his  promotion, 
bearing  the  highest  testimony  to  his  efficiency  and  courage  as  an 
officer,   and  his  worth  and  excellence  as  a  man,1  and  he  retired 

I  Among;  these  letters  were  the  following : 

"  To  his  Excellency,  the  President  of  the  United  States ; 

"I  have  the  honor  most  respectfully  to  recommend  for  promotion,  Colonel  Robert 
McAllister,  commanding  the  Eleventh  New  Jersey  Volunteers. 

"  He  has  served  under  my  command  for  the  last  year  and  participated  in  the  battles 
of  Fredericksburg,  Chancellorsville,  and  Gettysburg,  where  he  was  severely  wounded. 
On  all  occasions  he  has  distinguished  himself  as  a  cool,  intrepid,  skillful  commander. 

II  Colonel  McAllister's  qualities  as  a  disciplinarian,  and  extensive  experience  in  the 
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from  the  army  of  the  Potomac  as  highly  and  sincerely  respected 
as  any  man,  perhaps,  who  had  helped  to  make  its  name  immortal. 
Yet  General  McAllister  was  not  a  brilliant  officer,  as  the  world 
uses  that  term.  He  had  none  of  the  nervous  vehemence  of  Kear- 
ney, none  of  the  dazzle  and  dash  of  Sheridan.  In  the  heat  of  the 
fiercest  battle  he  was  as  cool  and  calm  as  on  parade.  Plain  and 
unpretending,  indifferent  to  the  dignity  and  apparently  uncon- 
scious of  the  privileges  and  claims  of  rank,  with  a  temperament 
which  nothing  ever  disturbed,  he  seemed,  at  the  outset,  to  many 
who  did  not  know  him,  destitute  of  every  essential  quality  of  a 
commander ;  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  for  a  time  he  suffered  in 
the  estimation  of  some  of  his  superiors,  as  well  as  of  his  own  com- 
mand, from  the  excessive  simplicity  of  his  carriage  and  the  utter 
absence  of  that  sort  of  bluster  which  for  awhile  passed  current  in 
the  army  and  among  the  people  for  genuine  courage.  Indeed,  the 
more  thoughtless  and  reckless  among  his  own  regiment,  seeing 
him  live  soberly  and  simply,  and  laboring  incessantly  to  improve 
the  morals  as  well  as  the  soldierly  efficiency  of  his  troops,  were 
wont  to  grow  jocular,  around  the  camp  fire,  over  his  more  homely 
peculiarities.     But  when  the  hour  for  fighting  came,   and  battle 

field,  well  qualify  him  for  the  position  of  a  Brigadier-General,  and  as  a  reward  for  the 
many  valuable  services  he  has  rendered  his  country,  I  submit  for  him  a  promotion  to 
that  position. 

"I  am  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

"Joseph  B.  Carr,  Brigadier-General,  United  States  Volunteers." 

General  Humphreys,  in  a  letter  of  October  2S,  1S63,  concurred  in  the  opinion  thus 
expressed  by  General  Carr,  as  to  the  value  of  General  McAllister's  services. 

"Headquarters,  Second  Division,  Third  Corps,         \ 
"  Brandy  Station,  Virginia,  November  23,  1SG3.  } 
"Honorable  E.  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War: 

"Sir:  I  have  heard  of  the  recommendation  of  Colonel  Robert  McAllister  for  pro- 
motion, and  beg  leave  to  say  as  the  least  in  his  behalf  which  my  acquaintance  will 
justify : 

"  The  Colonel  has  commanded  a  brigade  in  my  division  for  a  month  and  a  half,  and 
is  now  relieved  in  consequence  of  the  seniority  of  another  officer  who  has  joined  lor 
duty. 

"During  this  time  we  have  bceu  marching  and  changing  position  almost  constantly. 
and  he  has  discharged  the  duties  of  Brigade  Commander  satisfactorily.  He  has  shown 
himself  to  be  a  man  of  high  character,  both  as  a  soldier  and  a  gentleman,  always  per- 
forming his  duty  conscientiously,  and  stimulating  others  to  do  the  same.  His  general 
conduct  undoubtedly  commands  the  favorable  consideration  of  the  War  Department. 

"  Very  respectlully,  your  obedient  servant, 

"  Henry  Prince,  Brigadier-General  of  Volunteers,  commanding  Division." 

105 
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had  been  joined,  neither  officers  nor  men — neither  his  superiors 
nor  subordinates — cared  to  remember  that  they  had  ever  thought 
of  him  otherwise  than  proudly.  When  that  time  came,  he  met  it, 
calmly  indeed,  but  with  a  courage,  a  resolution,  an  indifference  to 
danger  which  drew  all  eyes  unto  him,  and  from  every  lip  extorted 
praise.  Wherever  the  fire  was  thickest  and  most  deadly,  wherever 
a  wavering  line  needed  encouragement  or  the  stimulus  of  dauntless 
example,  wherever  a  "forlorn  hope  "  was  called  to  do  the  barely 
possible,  there  he  was  ever  found,  righting  sturdily  to  the  last  with 
unfailing  confidence  and  a  face  unblanched.  Surrounded  and  left 
to  fight  alone,  with  a  girdle  of  fire  and  steel  all  about  him,  as  at 
Hatcher's  Kun,  or  menaced  and  sorely  pressed  by  overwhelming 
numbers,  as  at  the  salient  point  of  Spottsylvania's  crimson  field, 
he  was  equal  always  to  the  great  emergency — never  abandoning  a 
field  that  could  be  won ;  winning  often  where  more  pretentious 
or  more  "brilliant"  men,  trying,  would  have  failed.  Not  a 
soldier  of  the  schools ;  slow,  perhaps,  to  apprehend  and  practice 
upon  nice  military  rules,  he  yet  had  what  is  better  than  all  the 
knowledge  of  the  books — perfect  and  entire  fearlessness,  joined 
with  the  sturdiest  tenacity  of  purpose ;  and  these,  making  him  a 
leader  and  so  an  inspiration  to  his  followers,  gave  him  success  in 
the  most  desperate  and  exhausting  straits,  and  secured  him  a  place, 
•  by  common  voice,  among  the  "fighting  Generals"  of  the  war 
whose  hearts,  as  well  as  their  hands,  were  in  the  work  to  which 
they  had  been  called. 

But  General  McAllister  was  not  merely  conspicuous  for  courage 
on  the  field  in  the  hour  of  battle.  He  was  hardly  less  distinguished 
for  the  blamelessness  of  his  life  in  camp  and  his  conscientious  devo- 
tion to  his  duties  as  a  Christian.  He  was  one  of  those  who  carried 
their  religion  with  them  to  the  field,  and  illustrated  in  the  midst  of 
all  its  jostling  vices,  all  its  clamorous  temptations,  the  virtues  which 
religion  nourishes  and  enriches.  No  regiments  were  ever  more 
faithfully  and  jealously  guarded  from  the  evils  so  largely  incident 
to  army  life  than  those  which  he  commanded.  In  him  every  Chap- 
lain had  a  supporter,  every  soldier  tempted  or  led  astray,  a  coun- 
sellor and  friend.     Nor  was  he  without  his  reward  in  this  labor  of 
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love.  In  his  own  regiment,  the  Eleventh,  the  practice  of  temper- 
ance and  kindred  virtues  became,  in  time,  the  rule  rather  than  the 
exception ;  and  not  a  few  who  at  first  were  among  the  scoffers,  came 
at  last  to  holiness  of  living.  Who  shall  say  what  a  vastly  greater 
moral  influence  the  army  of  this  nation  might  have  acquired,  or 
how  infinitely  its  conception  of  the  nature  of  our  struggle  might 
have  been  elevated,  had  all  men  in  command,  standing  as  exem- 
plars and  guides,  been  equally  faithful  to  the  moral  interests  of 
those  subjected  to  their  control  !2 


Brevet  Major-General  John  Eamsey. 
John  Eamsey  entered  the  military  service  of  the  United  States 
as  First  Lieutenant  of  Company  G,  Second  Eegiment  New  Jersey 
State  Militia.  The  Captain  of  the  company  being  elected  Colonel 
of  the  regiment,  Lieutenant  Eamsey  was  made  Captain  (April  28, 
1861),  and  in  that  capacity  served  during  his  term  of  enlistment. 
Upon  the  return  of  his  regiment,  he  organized  another  company 

s  Chaplain  Cline,  of  the  Eleventh  Regiment,  says  of  General  McAllister : 

"He  "was  a  self-denying,  laborious  officer;  often  performing  duties  which  men  in 
the  same  position  generally  devolved  on  subordinate  officers — doing  this,  for  fear  all 
might  not  be  done  right.  And  he  knew  no  danger ;  always  in  the  extreme  front,  never 
asking  anybody  to  go  where  he  had  not  been  first  himself.  I  could  give  many  instances 
of  great  bravery  and  devotion  to  his  work,  but  will  mention  only  one  During  those 
fearful  battles  of  the  Wilderness,  he  worked  so  hard,  and  was  so  careful  and  anxious, 
both  day  and  night  (as  he  always  was  in  time  of  special  danger),  that  he  was  entirely 
exhausted,  but  would  not  give  up.  Two  horses  had  been  shot  under  him ;  he  had 
received  a  blow  on  an  old  wound  sustained  at  Gettysburg,  and  was  suffering  from  this, 
but  he  would  not  listen  to  his  friends  and  take  the  rest  he  absolutely  needed..  After 
the  enemy  had  retired  from  our  immediate  point,  he  did  go  back  to  the  hospital  to  get 
a  quiet  night's  sleep,  but  next  morning,  early,  he  was  at  his  post  agaiu.  His  conduct 
was  regulated  by  a  pure  love  of  country,  and  a  strict  conscientiousness.  There  was 
no  affectation  in  his  fervid  patriotism,  no  absorbing  ambition  for  military  renown  in  his 
desire  to  meet  the  foe;  but  a  quiet  determination,  and  an  inflexible  firmness  which 
were  not  always  seen.  He  brought  to  the  service  a  character  mellowed  by  religious 
culture,  and  was  throughout  a  Christian  offieer;  loving  the  approval  of  conscience 
more  than  the  plaudits  of  men." 

The  following  is  an  extract  from  a  letter  written  by  Brigadier-General  Carr,  after  the 
battle  of  Gettysburg,  to  a  daughter  of  General  McAllister,  referring  to  his  action  iu 
that  conflict: 

"The  conduct  of  Colonel  McAllister  on  that  occasion,  as  well  as  at  Chaneellors- 
ville,  was  such  as  to  merit  the  admiratiou  and  highest  encomiums  of  not  only  his 
superior  officers,  but  also  his  brave  followers,  and  others  to  whom  he  was  entircly 
unknown.  You  have  every  reason,  as  well  as  the  State  he  represents,  to  feel  proud 
of  vour  father." 
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and  was  commissioned  (August  28th)  as  Captain,  the  company 
being  attached  to  the  Fifth  (three  years)  Regiment.  In  May,  1862, 
Captain  Eamsey  was  commissioned  as  Major  of  this  regiment  for 
"  distinguished  gallantry  at  Williamsburg,"  where  he  had  fought 
with  great  bravery.  Five  months  later  (October  21st),  he  was 
made' Lieutenant-Colonel  of  the  regiment,  and  in  the  April  follow- 
ing was  promoted  to  the  Colonelcy  of  the  Eighth  Eegiment.  In 
December,  1864,  he  received  a  commission  as  brevet  Brigadier- 
General,  and  was  assigned  to  duty  with  that  rank.  He  was  bre- 
vetted  Major-General  April  16,  1865,  and  mustered  out  of  the 
service  in  June,  two  months  later. 

General  Eamsey  participated  in  the  siege  of  Yorktown  and  all 
the  principal  battles  of  the  Peninsula,  in  the  second  Bull  Eun, 
Bristow,  Chantilly,  McLean's  Ford,  Fredericksburg,  Chancellors- 
ville,  Gettysburg,  Wilderness,  Petersburg  and  a  number  of  other 
engagements — exhibiting  in  all  the  highest  courage  and  finest  sol- 
dierly proficiency.  He  was  three  times  wounded,  once  at  Chancel- 
lorsville,  once  at  Gettysburg  and  a  third  time,  severely,  at  Peters- 
burg. General  Eamsey  was  not  as  covetous  of  applause  as  many 
others,  and  was,  perhaps,  less  careful  than  some  to  improve  his 
opportunities  for  advancement,  but  as  a  stubborn  fighter  he  had 
few  superiors.  Indeed,  if  he  did  not  actually  relish  the  excite- 
.ments  of  battle,  he  always  entered  into  them  without  reluctance, 
and  never  failed  to  strike  telling  blows.  While  in  command  of  a 
brigade,  he  did  some  of  the  most  effective  fighting  of  the  last 
grand  campaign,  and  more  than  once  received  honorable  mention 
in  official  reports. 


Brigadier-General  William  J.  Sewell. 
Among  the  many  New  Jersey  officers  who  were  conspicuous  for 
the  rarest  gallantry,  none  possessed  a  more  genuine  soldierly  spirit 
and  displayed  higher  capacities  for  command,  than  William  J 
Sewell.  Mustered  into  service  as  a  Captain  in  the  Fifth  Eegiment 
August  28,  1861,  he  was  among  the  first  to  exhibit  a  true  concep 
tion  of  the  necessities  of  the  service,  and  promptly  adapting  him 
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self  to  its  requirements,  proved  from  the  very  outset  a  disciplina- 
rian of  the  highest  order,  as  well  as  an  invaluable  support  to  his 
superiors  in  all  matters  affecting  the  welfare  of  the  regiment.     Par- 
ticipating with   his  regiment  in  every  action  in  which  the  corps 
was  engaged,  from  the  assault  upon  Yorktown  down  to  the  battle 
of  Spottsylvania,  in  May,  1864,  his  courage  shone  conspicuously  on 
every  field,  while  his  readiness  of  apprehension  and  fertility  of 
resource  in  desperate  emergencies,  marked  him  on  all  occasions  as 
a  man  of  superior  talents.     In  the  battle  of  Chancellorsville,  Gen- 
eral Mott  being  wounded,  Sewell  succeeded  to  the  command  of  the 
brigade,  and  leading  it  forward  at  a  critical  moment,  achieved  one 
of  the  grandest  successes  of  the  war,  capturing  eight  colors  from 
the  enemy  and  retaking  the  regimental  standard  of  a  New  York 
Eegiment.      The  story  of  this  achievement,  as   fully  told  in  the 
history  of  the  Second  Brigade,  is  alone  sufficient  to  stamp  this  gal- 
lant officer  as  worthy  of  a  place  among  the  best  and  bravest  sol- 
diers of  the  Eepublic.     Bat  he  need  not  rely  upon  this  deed  alone 
for  the  rewards  of  fame.     At  Gettysburg  and  elsewhere  he  exhibi- 
ted the  same  magnificent  bravery,  adding  to  the  reputation  achieved 
in  earlier  conflicts.     He  was  twice  wounded — once  at  Chancellors- 
ville, and  again  at  Gettysburg,  where  he  sustained  a  severe  hurt, 
while  commanding  the  skirmish  line  in  front  of  the  Third  Corps, 
during  the  attack  of  Longstreet  in  the  second  day's  engagement. 
He  was  made  Lieutenant-Colonel  of  the  Fifth  Eegiment,  July  7, 
1862,  and  Colonel  on  the  21st  of  October  following,  both  promotions 
being  made  on  the  recommendation  of  Colonel  Starr,  one  of  the 
bravest   and   most  finished  officers  connected  with   the   service, 
whose  faithful  performance  of  duty  as  Colonel  of  this  regiment 
never  received  due  recognition  at  the  hands   of  Jerseymen.     On 
the  30th  of  September,  1864,  Colonel  Sewell,  who  had  been  com- 
pelled to  leave  the  service  temporarily  on  account  of  illness,  result- 
ing from  long  exposure,  was  made  Colonel  of  the  Thirty- eighth 
Eegiment,  then  about  organizing,  and  with  it  returned  to  the  field, 
where  he  remained  until  the  summer  of  1865.     He  was  made  bre- 
vet Brigadier-General  of  volunteers,  April  9,  1866,   "for  gallant 
and  meritorious  conduct  in  the  battle  of  Chancellorsville,"  and  no 
honor  was  ever  more  worthily  or  justly  bestowed. 
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An  analysis  of  General  Sewell's  character  would  probably  show 
that  his  success  as  a  soldier  was  largely  due  to  a  certain  vehemence 
and  hauteur  of  disposition  which  could  not  brook  opposition  or 
defeat.  Once  fairly  entered  upon  an  enterprise,  his  natural  enthu- 
siasm carried  him  impetuously  forward,  while  his  great  strength 
and  obstinacy  of  will,  enabled  him  to  overcome  obstacles  which 
would  have  entirely  baffled  men  of  less  resolute  purpose.  All  his 
qualities  as  an  officer  were  solid,  robust,  positive,  and  his  reputa- 
tion rests  now,  as  it  will  continue  to  do  in  the  future,  upon  a  basis 
of  solid  achievement  of  which  the  whole  State  may  justly  be  proud. 


Major-General  Judson  Kilpatrick. 
Among  the  earliest  volunteers  in  the  service  of  the  Union,  when 
Southern  traitors  assailed  its  integrity,  was  Judson  Kilpatrick,  then 
a  cadet  at  the  Military  Academy  at  West  Point.  Fired  with  patri- 
otic ardor,  immediately  upon  graduating  he  entered  the  field,  and 
was  among  the  first  to  fall  wounded  at  Big  Bethel,  June  11,  1861, 
in  the  first  battle  of  the  war.  Recovering  from  his  wound,  he 
recruited  in  Sussex  County  two  companies  for  the  Harris  Light 
Cavalry,  of  which  he  was  made  Lieutenant-Colonel,  being  also  in 
September  promoted  to  First  Lieutenant,  First  Artillery,  in  the 
Regular  Army.  Winning  rapidly  the  respect  of  his  superiors,  he 
was  soon  after  made  a  member  of  the  board  for  examining  cavalry 
officers  of  the  volunteer  service,  and  performed,  in  addition  to 
other  duties,  that  of  Inspector-General  of  McDowell's  Division. 
In  all  the  earlier  cavalry  engagements  of  the  war,  he  was  conspic- 
uous, exhibiting  an  intrepidity,  dash  and  readiness  of  resource 
which  no  other  officer  in  that  branch  of  the  service  had  ever  dis- 
played. In  1862,  he  inaugurated  a  series  of  "raids"  which,  in 
point  of  daring,  rapidity  of  execution,  and  effectiveness  of  results, 
were  altogether  unequalled,  appalling  the  enemy  while  they  filled 
the  whole  Xorth  with  exultation.  In  the  battles  of  Brandy 
Station,  Sulphur  Springs,  Groveton,  Haymarket,  and  the  second 
Bull  Ruu,  he  was  ever  prominent,  winning  fresh  laurels  in  each 
conflict,  and  coming  to  be  recognized  as,  at  that  time,  the  cavalry 
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leader  of  the  war.  When  the  Cavalry  Corps  of  the  Potomac 
Army  was  organized,  he  was  placed  in  command  of  a  brigade, 
and  in  the  Stoneman  expedition  advanced  to  within  two  miles  of 
Eichrnond,  inflicting  immense  damage  upon  the  communications 
of  the  enemy.  In  subsequent  battles,  all  of  which  are  described 
more  Or  less  fully  in  the  account  of  the  Sussex  Squadron  of  the 
Harris  Light  Cavalry,  Kilpatrick  performed  eminent  service,  and 
upon  the  reorganization  of  the  army,  under  General  Meade,  was 
placed  in  command  of  a  division  as  Brigadier-General.  His 
record  subsequent  to  this  date  was  the  record  of  the  war  in  Vir- 
ginia, and  to  rehearse  it  here  would  only  be  to  reproduce  some 
of  the  brighest  pages  of  the  history  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the 
Potomac. 

General  Sherman  having  been  assigned  to  the  command  of  the 
Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi,  General  Kilpatrick  was  ordered 
to  report  to  him  at  Nashville,  being  there  assigned  to  a  cavalry 
command  and  at  once  sent  to  the  front.  When  the  armies  under 
Sherman  moved  against  the  enemy,  Kilpatrick  led  the  advance 
with  the  column  commanded  by  General  Hooker,  but  subsequently 
co-operated  with  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  in  its  movements  on 
Eesaca,  Georgia,  success  attending  all  his  movements,  until,  in  one 
of  the  engagements  before  that  place,  he  was  badly  wounded  and 
compelled  to  leave  the  field.  Going  North,  he  remained  in  quiet 
for  a  brief  period,  but  growing  impatient,  returned  to  the  front, 
against  the  advice  of  his  physician,  in  time  to  participate  in  the 
final  movements  against  Atlanta.  In  the  March  to  the  Sea,  he 
several  times  engaged  the  cavalry  of  the  enemy,  in  all  cases  putting 
him  to  rout,  and  by  his  uniform  success  winning  new  laurels. 
General  Sherman,  upon  reaching  Savannah,  thus  recognized  the 
valuable  services  of  the  Jersey  General :  "  I  beg  to  assure  you  that 
the  operations  of  the  cavalry  have  been  skillful  and  eminently  suc- 
cessful. The  fact  that  to  you,  in  a  great  measure,  we  owe  the  march 
of  four  strong  infantry  columns,  with  heavy  trains  and  wagons, 
over  three  hundred  miles  through  an  enemy's  country,  without  the 
loss  of  a  single  wagon,  and  without  the  annoyance  of  cavalry  dashes 
on  our  flanks,  is  honor  enough  for  any  cavalry  commander."     On 
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the  14th  of  January,  1865,  Kilpatrick  was  made  Major-General, 
and  a  week  later  started  on  the  Carolina  campaign. 

Of  the  services  of  the  cavalry  in  that  memorable  campaign,  it 
need  only  be  said  that  they  insured  the  complete  success  of  Sher- 
man's plans,  and  that  to  no  one  man  was  that  result  more  largely 
due  than  to  Judson  Kilpatrick.  In  one  instance  he  defeated,  with 
only  a  portion  of  his  command,  the  combined  forces  of  Generals 
Wheeler  and  Wade  Hampton,  and  in  every  engagement  his  cour- 
age and  capacity  had  fresh  and  honorable  development,  insomuch 
that  with  the  close  of  the  campaign  and  the  war,  no  name  shone 
more  lustrously  than  his. 

As  to  General  Kilpatrick's  characteristics,  it  need  only  be  said 
that  he  was  a  genuine  soldier  in  the  very  broadest  understanding 
of  the  character,  and  withal  was  a  patriot  of  the  purest  and  most 
unselfish  type.  His  success  in  the  field  greatly  depended  upon  the 
magnetism  of  his  example,  and  the  care  he  took  of  his  men — their 
arms,  equipments,  clothing  and  subsistence,  being  looked  after  by 
him  with  anxious  solicitude.  Keadiness  of  mind  was  another  strong 
element  of  his  character ;  his  fertility  of  resources  and  ability  to  take 
advantage  of  occasions  as  they  arose,  giving  him  a  constant  advan- 
tage. There  was,  too,  his  rare  knowledge  of  men,  and  acquaint- 
ance with  human  nature.  He  knew  how  to  put  "  the  right  man 
in  the  right  place,"  and  always  kept  the  right  sort  of  men  about 
him,  even  to  his  orderly,  his  servant,  and  his  cook.  Yet  another 
trait  that  contributed  to  his  success  was,  his  great  tact  and  business 
talent,  or  "  administrative  abilitjy7  in  which  he  so  far  excelled  the 
most  of  military  men  as  to  place  him,  in  this  respect,  beyond  com- 
petitors; for  his  natural  powers,  in  themselves  quick,  ready,  elastic, 
were  improved  by  science,  study,  and  cultivation,  and,  combined 
with  tact,  rendered  him  pre-eminent  and  successful.1 

As  a  fighter,  Kilpatrick  was  auclacious/  impudent,  and  fearless 
to  a  fault.  Some  have  questioned  his  courage ;  but  those  who 
know  him  best,  know  that  no  braver  soldier  ever  went  afield. 
Self-reliant  in  a  remarkable  degree,  he  believed  himself  the  equal 


1  Sketch  of  Kilpatrick,  by  Doctor  James  Moore. 
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of  the  best  man  in  the  land,  and  he  never  for  one  instant  lowered 
his  sword  in  fear,  no  matter  how  great  the  odds  against  him.  There 
were  more  intellectual  men,  men  of  more  solidity  of  character 
among  the  Generals  of  the  Union  army,  but  there  were  none  who 
more  faithfully  or  successfully  performed  the  work  assigned  them, 
or  fought  with  loftier  or  nobler  purpose,  than  G-eneral  Judson 
Kilpatrick. 


Brevet  Major-General  Charles  A.  Hecoian. 

Charles  A.  Heckman  was  born  at  Easton,  Pennsylvania,  Decem- 
ber 3,  1822,  and  entered  upon  his  military  career  during  the  war 
with  Mexico,  in  which  he  served  as  First  Lieutenant  of  Company 
H,  First  United  States  Voltigeuxs,  taking  part  in  the  battles  of 
National  Bridge,  Contreras,  Cherubusco,  Molino  del  Bey,  and 
Chapultepec,  and  being  present  at  the  capture  of  the  City  of 
Mexico.  Upon  his  return  to  his  home  at  the  conclusion  of  the 
war,  he  was  engaged  as  a  conductor  by  the  Central  Eailroad  Com- 
pany of  New  Jersey,  remaining  in  the  service  of  that  Company 
until  the  commencement  of  the  rebellion,  when,  under  the  first 
call  of  the  President,  he  raised  a  company  of  volunteers,  which,  % 
by  order  of  Governor  Curtin,  was  assigned  to  the  First  Pennsyl- 
vania Begiment.  Serving  with  distinction  during  the  three 
months'  campaign,  Heckman  returned  to  Phillipsburg,  New  Jersey, 
but  additional  troops  being  called  for,  he  once  more  responded, 
being  made  Major  of  the  Ninth  Begiment  by  Governor  Olden, 
who  discovered  in  him  peculiar  qualifications  for  a  command. 
Indeed,  it  was  mainly  owing  to  Ms  knowledge  and  skill  that  this 
regiment  was  so  rapidly  advanced  in  efficiency,  no  officer  but  him- 
self being  at  the  time  of  its  organization  sufficiently  familiar  with 
the  rifle  practice  to  drill  the  men  therein  with  any  degree  of  intel- 
ligence or  profit. 

Upon  reaching  the  field,  Heckman  at  once  became  conspicuous 

as  a  soldier  of  the  highest  accomplishments.     Perhaps  no  General 

officer  ever  behaved  with  greater  gallantry  in  action  than  he.     He 

was,   as   truly  as   any   man   that   ever  lived,   insensible  to  fear. 

106 
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During  the  whole  period  of  his  service,  he  was  never  once  found 
in  any  other  position  than  at  the  head  of  his  columns.  Indeed, 
in  his  headlong  bravery,  he  often  exposed  himself  unnecessarily, 
pushing  beyond  his  lines,  usually  accompanied  only  by  Surgeon 
Woodhull,  straight  into  the  jaws  of  danger.  But  h'e  did  this,  like 
everything  else,  upon  principle.  He  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  never 
to  'trust  to  others  what  he  could  do  himself,  and  held  it  to  be  an 
evasion  of  responsibility  to  ask  his  command  to  engage  in  any 
service,  dangerous  or  otherwise,  in  which  he  was  not  willing  to 
participate.  It  is  somewhat  remarkable  that  although  thus  con- 
stantly exposing  himself,  mingling  always  in  the  thickest  of  the 
fight,  he  was  never  wounded.  His  clothing,  however,  was  repeat- 
edly perforated  by  bullets. 

In  the  winter  of  1864,  having  been  made  a  Brigadier-General 
two  years  before,  Heckman  relieved  Major-General  Getty  in  the 
command  of  twenty  thousand  troops  defending  the  approaches  to 
Norfolk,  and  subsequently  was  offered  by  General  Butler  com- 
mand of  a  division  of  infantry  with  two  regiments  of  cavalry,  and 
a  battery  of  artillery.  The  Old  Star  Brigade  to  which  Heckman 
was  greatly  attached,  not  being  included  in  the  proffered  command, 
this  offer  was  declined.  Upon  his  return  from  Eichmond,  whither 
he  was  carried  a  prisoner,  in  May,  1864,  he  assumed  command  of 
the  Second  Division,  Eighteenth  Army  Corps,  which  he  command- 
ed at  the  capture  of  Fort  Harrison.  In  this  desperate  engagement 
he  captured  two  regiments  of  rebels  with  four  pieces  of  artillery. 
General  Ord  being  wounded,  Heckman  took  command  by  virtue 
of  his  rank,  and  immediately  ordered  an  attack  upon  a  river  bat- 
tery, which,  together  with  the  garrison,  was  captured.  This  bat- 
tery being  found  untenable  (being  covered  by  the  rebel  monitors), 
he  had  it  destroyed,  and  then  abandoned  it.  After  this  he  opera- 
ted against  an  annoying  Fort,  situated  between  Forts  Harrison  and 
Gilmore,  but  was  unable  to  capture  it.  For  the  ability  displayed  in 
these  operations  he  was  highly  complimented  by  General  Grant. 
Major-General  Weitzel  being  sent  to  that  part  of  the  field,  relieved 
General  Heckman,  who  then  took  command  of  his  old  division, 
with  which  he  remained  until  the  consolidation  of  the  Tenth  and 
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Eighteenth  Corps,  when  he  was  placed  in  command  of  the  First 
Division,  Twenty-fifth  (colored)  Corps,  and  soon  after,  General 
Weitzel  leaving  for  Fort  Fisher,  became  commander  of  the  whole 
corps,  then  but  partially  organized.  The  task  of  moulding  this 
organization  into  effective  form  was  one  of  great  difficulty,  but  by 
unceasing  exertion,  strict  discipline,  and  the  close  personal  supervi- 
sion of  the  commander,  success  was  finally  achieved,  the  troops 
becoming  genuine  soldiers  in  the  broadest  sense  of  the  term.  On 
the  return  of  General  Weitzel,  he  appointed  Heckman  Chief  of 
Staff,  which  position  he  held  until  May  25,  1865,  when,  the  war 
being  considered  at  an  end,  he  resigned,  and  returned  to  his  home. 
He  subsequently  received  a  Major-General's  brevet,  to  date  from 
the  capture  of  Fort  Harrison. 

General  Heckman  is  a  man  of  line  personal  appearance,  and  pos- 
sesses great  physical  activity  and  powers  of  endurance.  Ordina- 
rily calm  and  self-poised,  his  manner  when  excited  is  almost  fierce 
in  its  heat  and  violence.  His  voice  is  singularly  loud,  ringing  and 
sonorous,  and  in  the  noise  of  battle,  his  commands  pierced  the 
tumult  like  the  blast  of  a  trumpet.  While  in  the  service,  he  had 
one  passion,  but  it  was  rather  harmless  than  otherwise,  being  sim- 
ply a  passion  for  music.  His  flute  was  scarcely  less  precious  to  him 
than  his  sword,  and  many  a  weary  hour  was  solaced  by  its  sooth- 
ing murmurs.  Perhaps  it  was  this  very  passion  which  led  him 
into  the  thickest  of  every  combat,  wooed  by  the  music  of  scream- 
ing shell  and  whistling' ball. 


Brevet  Major-General  George  W.  Mindil. 
General  Mindil  entered  the  military  service  of  the  United  States, 
when  only  eighteen  years  of  age,  as  First  Lieutenant  of  Company 
B,  Twenty-third  Regiment,  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  in  July,  1861, 
being  promoted  to  the  Captaincy  in  October  following,  and  remain- 
ing with  the  command  until  March,  1862,  when  he  was  assigned  to. 
staff  duty  with  Brigadier-General  David  B.  Birney,  commanding 
Second  Brigade,  First  Division,  Third  Army  Corps.  During  the 
Peninsula  campaign,  he  served  with  distinction,  not  only  on  the 
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staff  of  General  Birney,  but  in  more  responsible  capacities — at 
Williamsburg  leading  the  decisive  charge  of  the  day,  and  winning 
the  applause  both  of  General  Kearney  and  his  immediate  com- 
mander. At  Fair  Oaks,  he  again  distinguished  himself,  "  his  supe- 
rior intelligence  and  activity,7'  in  the  language  of  the  commander  of 
the  brigade,  "  being  manifest  everywhere."  In  the  withdrawal  of 
Kearnej^'s  Division  from  its  position  in  front  of  Richmond,  Mindil 
was  selected  to  mask  the  movement,  which  he  did  with  such  skill 
as  again  to  secure  honorable  mention,  with  an  invitation  from  Gen- 
eral Kearney  to  accept  a  position  on  his  staff.  Upon  reporting  to 
that  officer,  he  was  assigned  as  Inspector  of  the  Division — a  posi- 
tion in  which  he  displayed  the  highest  soldierly  abilities  and  won 
the  approbation  of  some  of  the  best  officers  in  the  service.  About 
this  time,  Captain  Mindil  was  strongly  recommended  by  Generals 
Kearney,  Berry,  Hayes,  Egan  and  others  for  a  position  in  the 
Regular  Army — another  paper,  signed  by  Generals  McClellan 
Heintzleman,  and  others,  urging  his  appointment  to  a  field  officer's 
rank.  In  the  battles  of  Pope's  campaign,  he  shared  all  the  perils 
of  the  field — at  the  second  battle  of  Bull  Eun  being  the  only  mili- 
tary aid  of  General  Kearney  who  was  present  for  duty — a  fact 
which  the  lamented  officer  gratefully  acknowledged  in  his  last  offi- 
cial report.  Upon  General  Kearney's  death,  Captain  Mindil,  after 
accompanying  the  remains  to  New  Jersey,  was  assigned  for  duty 
at  Army  Headquarters,  being  subsequently — when  McClellan  again 
took  the  field — left  with  others  in  charge  of  the  Washington  office. 
In  October  he  was  offered  command  of  the  Twenty-seventh  New 
Jersey  Regiment,  and  accepting  the  position,  at  once  reported  for 
duty  at  Newark.  The  Twenty -seventh,  under  his  leadership,  upon 
reaching  the  field,  soon  established  a  high  reputation  for  efficiency 
and  drill,  and  during  its  whole  term  of  service,  both  in  the  East  and 
West,  enjoyed  the  fullest  confidence  of  its  superiors.  Its  record, 
as  given  elsewhere,  is  ihe  highest  compliment  which  can  be  paid  to 
the  courage,  intelligence  and  ability  of  Colonel  Mindil. 

Upon  the  expiration  of  the  term  of  service  of  the  Twenty- 
seventh  Regiment,  Colonel  Mindil  proceeded  to  Washington  with 
a  view  of  securing  employment,  but  while' there  was  called  to  the 
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command  of  the  Thirty-third  Eegiment,  then  forming  at  Newark. 
With  this  regiment  he  proceeded  to  Tennessee,  participating  in  the 
movement  against  Atlanta,  and  in  the  subsequent  March  to  the 
Sea.  For  his  gallant  conduct  in  the  assault  at  Mill  Creek  Gap, 
and  his  meritorious  services  in  the  battle  of  Chattanooga,  Colonel 
Mindil  received,  although  not  until  some  time  afterwards,  the 
brevet  rank  of  Major-General.  At  Savannah,  he  was  a  second 
time  recommended  for  a  full  Brigadiership  by  Generals  Sherman, 
Howard  and  Geary.1  Before  the  answer  came,  however,  the 
Carolina  campaign  was  opened,  and  as  the  commander  of  the 
Second  Brigade,  Second  Division,  Twentieth  Corps,  Colonel  Mindil 
took  the  field.  In  that  campaign  his  brigade  took  an  active  part, 
in  skirmishing  with  the  ever-retreating  enemy,  and  in  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  railways  and  bridges  throughout  the  State.  During 
the  obstinate  engagement  at  Bsntonville,  in  North  Carolina,  every 
spare  soldier  was  needed  by  Slocum  to  restore  and  hold  his  lines, 
and  to  Colonel  Mindil,  with  his  small  brigade,  reinforced  by  the 
First  Michigan  Engineer  Eegiment  and  a  pontoonier  battalion,  was 
assigned  the  duty  of  conveying  to  a  place  of  safety  the  immense 
wagon  trains  of  his  corps.  Despite  the  horrible  condition  of  the 
roads,  his  meagre  topographical  information  of  the  country,  and 
the  harassing  demonstrations  of  the  enemy's  cavalry,  he  succeeded 
in  bringing  the  entire  trains  in  safety  to  Goldsboro  on  the  same 
day  that  the  army  arrived.     For  this  service  especially,  and  for  his 


1  la  calling  General  Sherman's  attention  to  Colonel  Mindil' s  claims  for  immediate 
promotion,  General  Howard  says:  "At  the  battle  of  Chattanooga,  and  subsequently, 
Colonel  Mindil  has  shown  himself  to  be  an  able  and  efficient  officer,  and  wrell  qualified 
to  command  troops.  In  the  management  of  his  regiment  he  proved  himself  to  be  a 
thorough  disciplinarian,  and  during  the  Knoxville  campaign,  he  ably  commanded  a 
brigade  with  yourself." 

General  Geary  in  his  recommendation,  said :  "  The  Colonel  is  one  of  the  most  accom- 
plished tacticians  and  drill  officers  in  my  division,  and  wherever  he  has  been  engaged 
in  action  with  the  enemy,  he  has  exhibited  a  high  degree  of  coolness  and  courage. 
Before  his  connection  with  this  army,  he  served  with  distinction  as  Assistant  Adju- 
tant-General on  the  stall'  of  the  gallant  and  lamented  Kearney,  and  in  other  positions 
during  the  Peninsula  campaign  in  front  of  Richmond.  I  therefore  recommend  him  to 
your  consideration  for  promotion  to  Brigadier-General,  believing  him  worthy  of  this 
mark  of  recognition." 

.  On  the  5th  of  January,  1SG5,  General  Sherman  approved  of  the  promotion,  and  the 
papers  were  forwarded  to  Washington  for  the  action  of  the  proper  authorities. 
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"good  conduct  during  the  campaign,"  bis  name  was  forwarded  for  a 
brevet  by  Generals  Geary,  Mower,  Slocum  and  Sherman — the  doc- 
ument also  meeting  the  approving  signature  of  the  Lieutenant- 
General.  Mr.  Lincoln  had  already  determined  to  give  him  the 
full  rank  on  the  Savannah  recommendation,  when  his  regretted 
and  untimely  death  intervened,  and  the  brevet  rank  and  an  assign- 
ment in  accordance  therewith,  was  accordingly  at  once  granted  by 
the  Department  of  War. 

In  the  closing  campaign  of  the  war  to  Raleigh  and  beyond, 
which  ended  in  the  surrender  of  the  remaining  armies  of  the  Con- 
federacy, General  Mindil  commanded  the  First  Brigade  of  his 
division.  He  participated  in  the  grand  review  of  Sherman's  army 
on  the  22d  of  May,  and  remained  in  command  of  a  force  consisting 
of  most  of  the  old  regiments  of  the  famous  "  White  Star  Division,." 
in  the  vicinity  of  Washington,  for  some  months  after  Kirby 
Smith's  surrender.  General  Mindil  should  have  received  his  first 
star  long  before  he  did,  but  he  was  far  away  in  the  Western  army, 
and  disdained  to  use  the  political  influence  which  would  have 
aided  him  and  could  have  procured  it  for  him  at  home.  The  fact 
that  he  was  recommended  for  the  full  rank  of  Brigadier  in  1863 
and  at  the  termination  of  every  subsequent  campaign  in  which  he 
participated,  and  that  Mr.  Lincoln  intended  to  confer  the  rank, 
having  been  made  known  to  the  authorities  at  Washington,  the 
next  highest  rank  above  was  cheerfully  granted  him,  and  his 
"Major-Generalship,"  in  justice  to  his  services,  was  dated  back, 
being  granted  for  his  gallantry  at  Chattanooga,  Mission  Bidge 
and  Mill  Creek  Gap.  General  Mindil  left  the  service  August  2, 
1865,  after  four  years  of  constant  duty,  and  resumed  his  former 
mercantile  pursuits  in  Philadelphia. 


Brigadier-General  George  W.  Taylor. 
George  W.  Taylor,  who  gave  his  life  in  defence  of  the  country, 
was  a  native  of  Hunterdon  County,  in  this  State,  and  early  exhib- 
ited a  predilection  for  military  pursuits.     Graduating,  at.  the  age  of 
eighteen,  at  the  celebrated  military  school  of  Colonel  Allen  Par- 
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tridge,  in  Connecticut,  he  entered  the  navy  as  a  midshipman  and 
made  several  cruises — subsequently,  however,  resigning  and  engag- 
ing in  mercantile  pursuits.  But  the  love  of  adventure  and  excite- 
ment had  not  been  entirely  banished  from  his  nature,  and  when 
the  Mexican  war  broke  out  his  military  instincts  and  native  patriot- 
ism incited  him  to  raise  a  company  of  volunteers,  of  which  he  was 
commissioned  Captain,  and  which  was  offered  to  the  Government, 
accepted  and  ordered  to  Mexico,  where  it  arrived  in  time  to 
endure  some  fatiguing  marches  and  many  hardships,  but  too  late 
to  participate  in  any  of  the  battles.  Upon  the  outbreak  of  the 
rebellion  in  1861,  Captain  Taylor  was  one  of  the  first  to  respond 
to  the  appeal  for  troops — at  once  engaging  in  the  formation  of  com- 
panies and  inciting  the  people  of  his  county  generally  to  patriotic 
action.  This  done,  he  made  preparations  to  leave  home,  with  his 
horse  and  arms,  with  a  view  of  offering  himself  as  a  volunteer 
upon  the  staff  of  some  General  already  in  the  field  and  at  the  post 
of  danger.  He  was,  however,  arrested  by  the  unexpected,  and  so 
far  as  he  was  personally  concerned,  "unsolicited  offer  by  Governor 
Olden,  of  the  Colonelcy  of  the  Third  Eegiment,  then  in  process  of 
formation.  Unhesitatingly  accepting  the  commission,  Colonel  Tay- 
lor at  once  addressed  himself  to  the  task  of  reducing  his  new  levies, 
into  a  state  of  discipline,  and  on  the  8th  of  June,  1861,  accompanied 
them  to  Washington,  where  with  the  rest  of  the  brigade  they 
reported  for  duty  and  were  stationed  in  the  forts  or  advanced  as 
pickets  near  Washington.  On  the  21st  he  assisted,  with  the  other 
Jersey  regiments,  in  checking  the  disgraceful  flight  from  Bull 
Run  and  rendered  other  efficient  service.  Upon  General  Kearney 
being  assigned,  in  the  following  spring,  to  the  command  of 
a  division,  Colonel  Taylor,  being  the  senior  officer,  became 
Acting  Brigadier-General  of  the  First  Brigade,  and  was  subse- 
quently (June  10,  1862)  promoted  to  that  rank.  He  com- 
manded the  brigade  during  the  battles  -of  the  Peninsula,  dis- 
playing in  all  the  most  indomitable  courage.  •  Returning  with 
the  army  to  Alexandria,  he  was  sent  forward  (August  27th)  to 
Bull  Run  Bridge,  with  a  view  of  moving  up  to  Manassas  Junction 
and  dispersing  a  rebel  force  reported  to  be  at  that  point.      Upon 
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reaching  the  field,  however,  the  command  found  itself  confronted 
by  the  entire  corps  of  Stonewall  Jackson,  and  being  violently 
assailed,  was  compelled  to  fall  back  with  severe  loss.  In  withdraw- 
ing, General  Taylor  was  severely  wounded  in  the  leg,  and  being 
carried  to  Alexandria,  died,  on  the  1st  of  September,  from  the 
effects  of  the  amputation  of  the  limb — his  spirit  remaining  firm 
and  undaunted  to  the  last. 

As  a  soldier,  General  Taylor's  prominent  characteristics  were 
courage,  intelligence,  and  inflexible  devotion  to  duty.  As  a  disci- 
plinarian, he  was  stern  almost  to  harshness,  and  for  a  time  was,  on 
this  account,  far  from  popular  with  his  command.  In  personal 
manners  he  was  haughty  and  reserved,  seldom  unbending  from 
his  lofty  mood  even  among  his  intimates  ;  but  under  all  the  hard 
crust  throbbed  a  nature  at  once  passionate  and  noble — a  nature 
which  scorned  injustice  and  held  unyieldingly  to  convictions 
honestly  and  deliberately  formed.  Had  his  life  been  spared,  he 
must  have  attained  a  high  rank  among  the  Generals  of  the  Union 
army,  in  which,  whatever  its  misfortunes,  courage  and  unselfish 
patriotism  always  commanded  generous  and  certain  applause. 


Brigadier-General  William  S.  Truex. 
General  William  S.  Truex  entered  the  service  as  Major  of  the 
Fifth  New  Jersey  Regiment  on  the  21st  of  August,  1861,  and 
served  with  that  regiment  until  the  7th  of  March,  1862,  when  he 
was  promoted  to  the  Lieutenant-Colonelcy  of  the  Tenth  Kegirnent. 
On  the  7th  of  July  following,  he  was  appointed  Colonel  of  the 
Fourteenth  Eegiment,  which  left  the  State  on  the  2d  of  September 
of  the  same  year,  proceeding  to  Monocacy,  Maryland.  On  the 
20th  of  January,  1863,  he  was  assigned  to  the  command  of  Fred- 
erick City  and  the  troops  in  that  vicinity,  consisting  of  a  battery  of 
the  Fourth  Artillery  (regulars),  a  battalion  of  the  Sixth  Pennsyl- 
vania Cavalry,  the  Third  Delaware  and  the  "Purnell  Legion" — a 
Maryland  regiment.  He  remained  in  this  position  for  some 
months,  when  he  was  sent  with  the  Fourteenth  New  Jersey  and 
One  Hundred  and  Thirty-eighth  Pennsylvania,  to  open  communi- 
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cation  with  Harper's  Ferry,  which  was  considered  at  the  time  a 
very  hazardous  task,  but  which  he  successfully  performed.  His 
regiment  was  then  brigaded,  and  after  the  battle  of  Gettysburg, 
joined  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  participating  in  the  battles 
of  Wapping  Heights,  Locust  Grove,  Wilderness,  Spottsylvania, 
North  Anna,  Cold  Harbor,  Petersburg,  Monocacy,  Snicker's  Gap, 
Charlestown,  Opequan,  Winchester,  Fisher's  Hill,  Cedar  Creek, 
Petersburg  (second  assault),  and  Sailor's  Creek.  General  Truex 
commanded  a  brigade  in  the  Wilderness,  at  Spottsylvania,  North 
Anna,  Cold  Harbor,  Petersburg,  Monocacy,  Petersburg  (second 
assault),  Sailor's  Creek,  and  at  Lee's  surrender,  being  wounded  at 
Cold  Harbor.  He  was  appointed  Brigadier-General  by  brevet  on 
the  15th  of  June,  1865. 

During  the  Mexican  war,  General  Truex  served  as  Second  Lieu- 
tenant of  the  Tenth  Infantry,  and  consequently  brought  to  the 
command  of  the  regiments  .with  which  he  was  identified  in  the  late 
war,  an  amount  of  experience  and  knowledge  which  rendered  his 
services  peculiarly  valuable.  In  action  he  was  always  cool,  brave, 
and  self-reliant,  while  as  a  disciplinarian  he  possessed  qualities  of 
the  highest  order. 


Brigadier-General  Caldwell  K.  Hall. 
General  Hall,  born  in  Philadelphia  on  the  10th  of  March,  1839, 
was,  at  the  time  the  war  broke  out,  a  practicing  lawyer  in  Trenton, 
whither  his  father,  Rev.  John  Hall,  D.  D.,  removed  in  1811.  Enter- 
ing the  military  service  as  Adjutant  of  the  Fifth  Regiment,  August 
28,  1861,  he  was  made  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General  of  the 
Second  New  Jersey  Brigade,  under  Colonel  S.  H.  Starr,  filling  that 
position  for  some  nine  months.  Upon  the  accession  of  Brigadier- 
General  F.  Patterson  to  the  command  of  the  brigade,  Hall  was 
transferred  to  his  staff  as  Aid-de-camp,  serving  as  such  for  three 
months.  He  participated  in  the  battle  of  Williamsburg  and  the 
Peninsula  campaign ;  and  on  the  termination  of  the  latter,  was 
relieved  from  duty  with  that  army,  accepting  (August  25,  1862) 
the  Lieutenant-Colonelcy  of  the  Fourteenth  Regiment,  then  being 
107 
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raised  at  Freehold,  under  command  of  Colonel  "William  S.  Truex. 
This  regiment  soon  after  joined  the  Eighth  Army  Corps  and  was 
stationed  at  Frederick,  Maryland,  being  employed  in  guarding  the 
railroad  and  picketing  the  neighborhood,  in  apprehension  of  a 
rebel  invasion.  After  some  months  service  at  this  point  it  was, 
subsequent  to  the  battle  of  Gettysburg,  incorporated  with  the  Army 
of  the  Potomac,  with  which  it  remained  during  the  rest  of  its  term 
of  service.  Colonel  Hall  was  continually  on  duty  with  the  regi- 
ment, participating  in  all  its  battles  till  the  battle  of  Monocacjr, 
when,  being  wounded,  he  was  sent  to  hospital  at  Baltimore,  and 
(September  21,  1864)  was  honorably  discharged  the  service  on 
account  of  disability  from  the  wounds  received  in  that  action.  He 
was  subsequently  brevetted  Colonel  "for  gallant  and  meritorious 
services  at  the  battle  of  Cold  Harbor,"  and  Brigadier-General  for 
"  gallant  services"  at  Monocacy.  Upon  quitting  the  field,  he 
resumed  the  practice  of  the  law  in  Trenton,  and.in  February,  1867, 
was  appointed  by  Governor  Ward  as  Prosecutor  of  the  Pleas  for 
Mercer  County.  His  record  was  throughout  honorable  to  himself 
and  the  State  with  whose  sons  he  went  afield. 


Brigadier-General  E.  L.  Campbell. 
This  brave  and  efficient  soldier  enlisted  as  a  private  for  the  three 
months'  service  on  the  18th  of  April,  1861,  assisting  on  that  day 
to  organize  a  company,  of  which  he  was  elected  Captain.  The 
company  being  accepted  by  the  authorities,  was  ordered  to  Trenton, 
but  was  not  mustered  in,  the  brigade  being  declared  full,  where- 
upon the  men  returned  to  their  homes — Campbell,  however,  enlist- 
ing as  a  Sergeant  in  a  three  years'  regiment.  Being  shortly  after 
offered  a  Captaincy  in  the  three  years'  service,  he  in  seven  days 
recruited  a  company  which  was  mustered  into  service  May  28, 1861, 
as  Company  E,  Third  Regiment  Volunteers.  Captain  Campbell 
served  with  this  company  until  August,  1862,  when  Colonel  Brown, 
commanding  the  Third,  placed  him  on  duty  as  acting  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  of  the  regiment.  Having  been  meanwhile  appointed 
Lieutenant-Colonel  of  the  Fifteenth  Regiment,  he  soon  after  ten- 
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dered  his  resignation  in  order  to  accept  the  new  commission,  but 
General  Franklin  declining  to  act  upon  it,  being  unwilling  at 
that  time  to  spare  any  efficient  officers  in  his  division,  Campbell 
remained  with  the  Third  until  after  the  battle  of  Antietam,  when 
(September  22,  1862)  his  resignation  was  finally  accepted,  and  he 
was  mustered  in  (September  27th)  as  Lieutenant-Colonel  of  the 
Fifteenth.  He  served  in  this  rank,  commanding  at  various  times 
the  Fifteenth,  Third,  Fourth  and  Tenth  Eegiments,  as  well  as  the 
brigade,  until  February,  1865,  when  (having  been  brevetted  Colonel, 
October  19.  1864.  for  "  conspicuous  gallantry''  at  Cedar  Creek)  he 
was  appointed  Colonel  of  the  Fourth  Eegiment.  February  22,  1865, 
he  was  detailed  by  General  Meade  as  Judge  Advocate  General, 
Army  of  the  Potomac,  and  served  in  that  capacity  until  the  army 
was  broken  up,  when  he  resumed  command  of  his  regiment  in  the 
"Provisional  Corps"  which  was  formed  under  General  Wright. 
He  was  brevetted  Brigadier-General,  April  9,  1865,  and  mustered 
out  with  his  regiment  in  the  field,  July  12,  being  finally  discharged 
five  days  later  at  Trenton. 

General  Campbell  was  twice  wounded — at  Antietam,  September 
17,  1862,  and  Cedar  Creek,  October  19,  1864.  During  his  whole 
period  of  service  he  was  never  absent  from  the  front,  except  for  a 
few  days  during  the  winter  lull  in  operations,  and  for  forty  days 
while  suffering  from  his  wounds.  Of  the  original  officers  of  the 
First  Brigade,  from  Kearney  down,  he  was  the  last  to  quit  the 
field,  except  that  Major  Way,  formerly  of  the  First  Eegiment, 
returned  as  Lieutenant-Colonel  of  the  Fortieth,  whije  he.  (Camp- 
bell) was  serving  on  the  staff  of  General  Meade. 

As  an  officer,  General  Campbell  was  universally  esteemed.  Reti- 
cent  and  diffident  in  all  that  concerned  himself,  he  was  always  vigi- 
lant and  active  in  everything  which  affected  the  discipline  and 
welfare  of  his  command,  exhibiting,  especially  while  attached  to 
the  Fifteenth  Regiment,  the  most  paternal  solicitude  for  the  comfort 
of  the  men,  as  well  as  the  most  untiring  devotion  to  the  work  of 
perfecting  them  in  discipline  and  necessary  homogeneity.  In  the 
field,  in  time  of  action,  he  was  fearless  to  a  fault,  and  went  about 
the  business  in  hand,  however  difficult  and  dangerous,  as  deliber- 
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ately  .as  if  merely  marshalling  his  men  for  review.  Frequently 
detached  for  special  service  requiring  courage,  coolness,  and  fertil- 
ity of  resource,  he  never  failed  to  justify  the  expectations  of  his 
superiors.  But  he  was  not  an  officer  to  "  shine"  alongside  of  self- 
seeking,  scheming  men,  more  solicitous  to  head  the  columns  of 
newspapers  than  columns  of  attack ;  his  tendency  was  directly  to 
the  opposite  extreme  ;  and  he  was  no  doubt  less  widely  known 
and  appreciated  than  some  who,  by  no  means  his  equals  in  merit, 
yet  managed  by  adroit  manipulations  of  newspaper  correspondents, 
to  obtain  more  frequent  mention  and  a  broader  celebrity. 

At  the  close  of  the  war,  after  for  a  time  filling  a  clerkship 
in  one  of  the  departments  at  Washington,  General  Campbell  was 
appointed  by  Governor  Ward  as  State  Agent  for  the  collection  of 
bounties  due  to  New  Jersey  Soldiers,  and  in  the  performance  of 
the  responsible  duties  of  this  position  he  is  still  engaged. 


Brigadier-General  Charles  G.  Harker. 
Charles  G.  Harker  was  born  at  Swedesboro,  Gloucester  County, 
in  1835,  and  at  the  time  he  fell  at  Kenesaw  Mountain,  had  just 
attained  his  twenty-ninth  year.  Both  parents  dying  while  he  was 
still  young,  several  gentlemen  of  distinction  interested  themselves 
in  the  orphan,  finally  securing  his  appointment  to  a  vacancy  in 
the;  West  Point  Military  Academy,  where  he  remained  for  four 
years,  graduating  with  distinction  in  1858.  General  Eobert  Ander- 
son, who  was  one  of  the  Board  of  Visitors  appointed  by  the 
President  to  examine  the  class  of  that  year,  declared  at  the  time 
that  young  Harker  was  a  model  of  a  soldier,  and  one  who  would 
distinguish  himself  should  opportunity  offer — a  prediction  which 
was  fully  verified.  Entering  the  United  States  army  as  a  brevet 
Second  Lieutenant  of  the  Second  Infantry,  July  1,  1858,  he  was 
promoted  to  a  full  Second  Lieutenantcy  of  the  Ninth  Infantry,  on 
August  15,  1858.  The  regiment  at  the  time  was  on  duty  on  the 
frontier,  where  he  at  once  joined  it  and  remained  until  the  summer 
of  1861,  when  he  was  detailed  for  special  duty  at  a  school  of 
instruction  for  volunteers  in  Ohio.     While  there,  permission  was 
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obtained  from  the  Secretary  of  War  allowing  him  to  accept  the 
Colonelcy  of  the  Sixty -fifth  Ohio  Eegiment,  and  at  the  same  time 
he  was  promoted  to  a  Captaincy  in  the  regular  line. 

His  brilliant  career  from  that  time  to  the  day  of  his  death  is  a 
matter  of  history.  Joining  General  Buell's  Army  of  the  Ohio,  he 
assisted  in  constructing  the  military  road  in  Eastern  Kentucky, 
participated  in  the  battle  of  Shiloh  and  siege  of  Corinth,  and  com- 
manded a  brigade  of  the  force  that  chased  Bragg  out  of  Kentucky. 
With  his  brigade  he  afterwards  joined  General  Eosecrans'  Armv 
of  the  Cumberland,  and  so  greatly  distinguished  himself  at  the 
battle  of  Stone  Eiver  that  his  superior  in  command  recommended 
his  promotion  to  a  Brigadier-Generalship,  which,  however,  was 
not  then  complied  with.  At  the  close  of  the  campaign  he  obtained 
a  leave  of  absence  for  twenty  days,  enabling  him  to  make  a  brief 
visit  to  his  home  in  New  Jersey.  While  here  he  expressed  an 
earnest  desire  to  be  connected  with  the  troops  of  his  native  State, 
speaking  proudly  of  what  she  was  doing  for  the  suppression  of 
the  rebellion.  With  his  usual  modesty,  however,  he  objected  to 
his  friends  making  any  effort  to  have  him  promoted  and  transferred. 

At  the  expiration  of  his  only  leave  during  the  war,  he  rejoined 
his  brigade,  assuming  command  as  ranking  Colonel,  and  took  part 
in  the  Tennessee  campaign.  Under  General  Thomas  he  again 
shone  conspicuously  at  Chickamauga,  receiving  credit  for  being 
largely  instrumental  with  that  officer  in  saving  the  army — his  com- 
mand at  a  critical  moment  standing  immovable,  and  repelling  with 
heavy  loss  every  assault  of  the  enemy.  Harker's  courage,  coolness 
and  discretion  in  this  battle,  are  described  by  an  eye-witness  as  of 
the  very  highest  order,  almost  approaching  sublimity.  Though 
two  horses  were  shot  from  under  him,  he  personally  escaped  injury ; 
and,  upon  the  second  and  stronger  recommendation  from  his  supe- 
riors, he  received  his  commission  as  Brigadier,  to  date  from  that 
battle. 

At  Mission  Eidge,  on  the  7th  of  May,  he  had  his  horse  killed, 
and  was  slightly  wounded.  At  Eesaca,  on  the  14th  of  May,  he 
was  again  slightly  wounded,  and  had  another  horse  killed  under 
him.     In  writing  to  a  friend,  after  the  fight  at  Eesaca,  he  dates  his 
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letter  on  the  march,  near  Kingston,  Georgia,  May  22,  1864,  and 
says :  "  You  are  aware  that  the  great  Southwestern  campaign  under 
General  Sherman  is  in  progress.  Thus  far,  we  have  had  several 
quite  severe  engagements,  in  which  we  have  been  entirely  victori- 
ous. In  the  battle  of  Eesaca,  on  the  14th  instant,  I  was  wounded, 
though  not  dangerously.  I  was  struck  on  the  leg  by  a  shell,  which 
exploded  immediately  after  passing  me,  wounding  General  Manson 
and  killing  my  own  horse  and  that  of  one  of  my  orderlies.  It  was 
quite  a  narrow  escape  for  me.  My  leg,  though  slightly  cut  and 
painfully  bruised,  is  doing  well.  I  did  not  leave  the  field,  though 
unable  to  exercise  full  command,  for  about  thirty-six  hours.  You 
and  my  family  will  be  glad  to  learn  that  I  can  walk  and  ride  very 
well  now.  I  am  able  to  discharge  all  my  duties,  and  hope  to  be 
able  to  conduct  my  brave  little  command,  which  has  so  nobly  stood 
by  me  in  so  many  severe  engagements,  through  the  great  struggle, 
or  perhaps  series  of  struggles,  which  will  doubtless  ensue  before 
the  fall  of  Atlanta.  The  result  of  the  great  battle  before  us  can- 
not be  doubted,  though  all  of  us  cannot  hope  to  witness  the  great 
triumph  which  must  crown  the  efforts  of  our  magnificent  army." 

On  the  27th  of  June,  1864,  Sherman's  Army  assailed  the  enemy's 
position  on  Kenesaw  Mountain.  Harker  commanding  a  leading 
column  of  assault,  advanced,  mounted  (other  Generals  being 
mostly  dismounted),  under  the  full  range  of  the  rebel  fire — becom- 
ing a  conspicuous  mark  for  his  sharpshooters.  While  gallantly 
encouraging  his  men,  he  was  mortally  wounded,  and  being  hur- 
riedly carried  to  the  rear,  soon  expired,  his  last  words  being, 
"  Have  we  taken  the  mountain  ?"  His  remains  were  subsequently 
removed  to  New  Jersey,  and  now  lie  interred  amid  the  familiar 
scenes  of  his  early  days. 

General  Harker  was  in  all  respects  one  of  the  truest  and  noblest 
men,  among  all  the  many  true  and  noble,  who  gave  their  lives  in 
defence  of  the  Nation.  With  a  character  mellowed  and  strengthened 
by  a  sincere  and  devout  piety,  his  courage  was  no  mere  outcome  of 
vanity  or  self-seeking,  but  the  result  of  a  conscientious  obedience 
to  the  claims  of  obvious  duty.  His  military  skill  and  ability  were 
universally  recognized  as  of  the  highest  order,  while  his  influence 
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over  his  subordinates  was  exhibited  on  every  field  which  he  illus- 
trated by  his  gallantry.  His  memory,  still  fair  and  fragrant  in  the 
lapse  of  years,  will  be  faithfully  cherished,  we  are  sure,  by  the 
State  and- Nation  for  which  he  nobly  died. 

New  Jersey  had  other  Generals  than  those  already  named  who 
achieved  distinction.  George  D.  Bayard,  who  gave  his  life  in  the 
Nation's  service,  early  attained  a  place  among  the  distinguished 
cavalry  leaders  of  the  war,  displaying  the  highest  courage,  no  less 
than  superior  skill  and  capacity  in  command,  on  every  field. 
Brigadier  General  Francis  Price,  who  entered  the  service  with  the 
first  volunteer  contingent,  being  then  but  a  stripling,  also  achieved  a 
high  and  deserved  celebrity  as  a  soldier,  being,  indeed,  in  point  of 
personal  courage  the  equal  of  the  best  and  bravest  in  the  army. 
In  a  number  of  the  engagements  in  which  he  participated,  his  gal- 
lantry won  especial  recognition  from  superiors,  while  among  the 
rank  and  file  his  uniform  fidelity  to  duty  secured  him  universal 
respect.  Of  these,  and  others  whose  records  are  not  here  given — 
including  Generals  Joseph  W.  Eevere,  William  E.  Montgomery 
and  William  Birney — it  need  only  be  said  that  they  faithfully  and 
unfalteringly  discharged  every  duty,  and  deserve  to  be  remem- 
bered with  gratitude  as  among  the  saviours  of  the  Eepublic. 


CHAPTEE    XLYI. 

INSTANCES     OF     GALLANTRY. 

The  careful  reader  of  these  pages  cannot  but  have  been  struck 
with  the  numerous  instances  in  which  high  gallantry  and  soldierly 
ability  were  exhibited  by  very  young  men.  Indeed,  the  war  and 
its  objects  seem  to  have  appealed  with  peculiar  force  to  this,  class, 
and  of  those  who  attained  marked  distinction  and  came  out  of  the 
strife  as  Generals  and  officers  of  exalted  grade,  at  least  one-half 
were  men  below  thirty  year3  of  age.  This  was,  perhaps,  but  natu- 
ral— the  soldier's  life  and  excitements  having  peculiar  charms  for 
the  adventurous  spirit  of  youth  ;  and  possibly  the  same  fact  was 
true  of  other  States  ;  at  least  we  remember  that  among  the  earliest 
martyrs  of  the  conflict  were  young  men  like  Ellsworth  and  TVin- 
throp,  and  others  no  less  noble,  representing  alike  the  East  and  the 
West ;  but  certainly  in  no  State  was  the  proportion  of  young  men 
who  entered  the  service  greater  than  in  our  own,  many  of  our 
regiments  being  almost  exclusively  composed  of  volunteers  who 
had  barely  attained  their  majority.  Mindil,  Bayard,  Hall,  Sewell, 
Price,  Zabriskie,  Janeway,  Tay,  Kamsey,  Yorke — these,  with  scores 
of  others  whose  deeds  were  equally  illustrious — were  all  young 
men,  some  of  them  scarcely  come  to  man's  estate,  and  all 
rose  by  sheer  and  resistless  merit  So  among  the  rank  and  file, 
many  of  the  most  deserving  soldiers,  many  whose  heroism  embel- 
lished the  grandest  fields,  and  whose  lofty,  patient  self-sacrifice 
gave  an  almost  royal  splendor  to  the  saddest  scenes  of  suffering 
and  peril,  were,  as  the  world  counts  the  years  of  life,  mere  boys — 
beardless  striplings — whose  lives,  up  to  the  day  they  went  afield,  had 
coursed  only  in  the  calmest  currents.  Hundreds  of  such — nay 
thousands,  bravely  defending  the  flag  under  whose  stars  their 
grandfathers  nobly  fought,  fell  in  the  carnival  of  battle ;  hundreds 
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still,  maimed  and  scarred,  meet  us  on  our  daily  paths,  living  epit- 
omes of  that  sublime  instinct  of  nationality  which  lifted  the  nation 
from  the  misty  lowlands  of  barbarous  self-seeking,  to  the  broad 
relationship  with  all  the  highest  aspirations  of  humanity — the 
serene  heights  of  justice — where  it  stands  to-day.  The  records  of 
these  are  epistles  written  in  blood,  which  we  may  well  send  down 
to  coming  generations  as  embodying  the  very  loftiest  and  purest 
teachings  of  the  crucial  period  of  our  life  as  a  nation. 

Obviously,  it  is  altogether  impossible  to  record,  in  these  pages, 
all  the  instances  of  dauntless  heroism,  of  wonderful  achievement, 
and  of  almost  precocious  skill  which,  in  sifting  the  narratives  of 
our  various  regiments,  have  come  to  the  author's  knowledge.  We 
can  only  select  one  or  two  as  types  of  the  whole  body  of  similar 
cases,  and  as  such  give  them  in  evidence  that  New  Jersey  still  has 
sons  who  are  worthy  to  rank  with  the  noblest  and  best  of  her 
younger  Eevolutionary  patriots. 

Among  the  many  instances  of  youthful  intrepidity  and  daring, 
none,  perhaps,  exceeded  in  all  the  points  of  real  sublimity  those 
which  are  furnished  in  the  career  of  drummer  William  Magee,  of 
the  Thirty-third  Kegiment.  This  lad,  for  he  was  only  a  lad,  en- 
tered the  service  at  fifteen  years  of  age — leaving  a  widowed  mother 
in  the  city  of  Newark — to  aid  in  maintaining  the  unity  of  the 
Nation.  From  the  first  he  displayed  qualities  of  the  highest  order. 
Intelligent,  fearless,  vigilant,  he  was  at  all  times  an  example 
alike  to  superiors  and  inferiors.  Though  entering  the  service  as  a 
drummer,  he  by  no  means  confined  himself  to  the  duties  of  his 
specific  sphere.  He  had  a  knack  of  fighting  as  well  as  drumming, 
and  withal  exhibited  an  appreciation  of  the  methods  of  warfare 
which  qualified  him  for  the  most  surprising  exploits.  One  of  these, 
at  least,  was  equal  in  splendor  of  execution  and  grandeur  of  result 
to  any  which  the  history  of  the  war  records.  It  will  be  remem- 
bered that  in  the  fall  of  1864,  after  Sherman  had  swung  loose  from 
his  base  and  started  on  his  stately  "  March  to  the  Sea,"  Hood 
with  an  army  of  forty  thousand  men  laid  siege  to  Nashville,  de- 
fended by  General  Thomas.  Here,  for  a  period  of  two  or  three 
weeks,  our  troops  were  penned  up  with  little  prospect  of  relief. 
108 
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At  Murfreesboro,  thirty  miles  a way~  General  Thomas,  reluctant 
to  relax  his  hold  on  the  railroad  to  Chattanooga,  had  stationed  a 
small  garrison  under  General  Milroy.  This  garrison,  as  the  rebels 
gathered  in  greater  force,  beleaguering  the  post,  soon  became  com- 
paratively isolated,  all  avenues  of  escape  being  practically  closed. 
But  the  men  did  not  lose  heart.  At  length,  on  the  2d  of  Decem- 
ber, it  was  determined  to  strike  a  blow  for  deliverance.  At  this 
time,  young  Magee  had  become  acting  orderly  to  General  Yan- 
Cleve,  and  to  him,  youth  as  he  was,  the  order  was  given  to  charge 
the  enemy.  It  may  be  that  a  smile  accompanied  the  order — a 
smile  at  the  thought  of  committing  such  a  work  to  a  mere  strip- 
ling; but  it  is  certain  that  the  confidence  of  the  commander  was 
not  misplaced.  Taking  the  One  Hundred  and  Eighty-first  Ohio 
Infantry,  Magee  sallied  out  of  the  works,  and  rushed  upon  a  bat- 
tery posted  on  an  eminence  hard  by.  The  charge  was  made  most 
gallantly,  but  the  fire  of  the  enemy  was  resistless,  and  slowly  the 
column  fell  back.  But  the  intrepid  orderly  did  not  for  a  moment 
falter  in  his  purpose.  One  repulse  only  stimulated  his  appetite  for 
his  work,  and  accordingly,  selecting  the  One  Hundred  and  Seventy- 
fourth  Ohio,  he  again  moved  out,  again  charged  the  foe,  again 
met  their  withering  fire,  still,  however,  pressing  on  until  at  last  the 
victory  was  his.  And  it  was  no  ordinary  victory.  Two  heavy 
guns  and  eight  hundred  of  the  enemy  killed,  wounded  and  cap- 
tured^  were  the  trophies  which  he  brought  out  of  the  contest.  ISTor 
was  this  all.  This  signal  success  at  once  dispiriting  the  enemy  and 
reviving  the  hopes  of  our  own  men,  proved  the  first  of  a  series  of 
victories  which  resulted,  finally,  in  driving  Hood  from  Tennessee 
and  restoring  that  whole  section  to  Federal  control.  The  readiness 
and  gallantry  displayed  by  young  Magee  in  this  affair  very  natu- 
rally attracted  the  attention  of  those  around  him,  and  he  received 
the  hearty  commendation  of  Generals  Rosseau,  Milroy,  and  other 
officers  in  command.  Subsequently  he  received  a  medal  of  honor 
from  the  War  Department,  inscribed,  "  The  Congress  to  drummer 
William  Magee,  Company  C,  Thirty-third  Regiment,  New  Jersey 
Volunteers." 

Upon  the  close  of  the  war,  the  young  hero  was  appointed  by 
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the  President  Second  Lieutenant  in  the  Twentieth  Eegiment  of 
Infantry,  being  strongly  recommended  by  Governors  Ward  and 
Geary.  The  latter,  in  his  letter  to  the  War  Department,  spoke  of 
him  from  personal  knowledge  :  "  He  served  in  my  command,  and 
from  personal  observation  I  can  speak  unreservedly  in  his  behalf. ?T 
Upon  appearing  before  the  Examining  Board  for  examination, 
Magee  found  that  he  was  deficient  in  several  studies — having  never 
enjoyed  educational  advantages — and  much  to  his  disappointment 
he  returned  home,  expecting  to  be  obliged  to  abandon  his  cherished 
design  of  'entering  the  regular  service.  Governor  Ward,  however, 
learning  the  facts  in  the  case,  succeeded  in  securing  an  extension 
of  the  time  for  the  final  examination,  and  then,  with  characteristic 
generosity,  at  once  placed  Magee  in  the  care  of  capable  instructors, 
by  whom  he  was  soon  fitted  for  a  second  appearance  before  the 
Board — his  progress,  owing  to  his  intense  application  to  study, 
being  most  rapid  in  all  the  branches  in  which  it  was  necessary  he 
should  acquire  proficiency.  To-day,  the  drummer-boy  of  the 
Thirty-third,  the  hero  of  Murfreesboro,  now  only  nineteen  years 
of  age,  wears  the  uniform  of  the  regular  service,  and  should  our 
flag  ever  again  be  assailed;  we  may  be  sure  that  among  its  brave 
defenders  he  will  not  be  the  last  to  write  his  name  high  on  the 
scroll  of  fame.      • 


Among  the  more  conspicuous  young  men  of  the  State,  whose 
careers  illustrated  the  loftiest  patriotism,  none  achieved  a  purer 
fame  than  Major  Peter  Vredenburgh,  of  the  Fourteenth  Eegiment. 
Few  men  in  ISTew  Jersey,  of  his  years,  were  more  happily  situated, 
or  had  brighter  prospects  for  the  future.  His  father,  Honorable 
Peter  Yreclenburgh,  had  for  many  years  been  recognized  as  one  of 
the  ablest  and  purest  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State- 
He  was  himself,  when  the  first  echo  of  rebellion  came  from  Sum- 
ter, in  the  full  and  successful  practice  of  the  legal  profession  at 
Eatontown,  in  the  county  of  Monmouth.  But  of  Dutch  descent 
through  both  parents,  with  the  blood  of  the  gallant  defenders  of 
Harlem  and  Lcyden  flowing  in  his  veins,  he  could  not  remain  at 
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ease  when  Liberty  was  assailed  and  the  nation  needed  defenders. 
The  early  disasters  of  the  war,  and  the  consequent  calls  for  addi- 
tional volunteers,  appealed  with  peculiar  force  to  his  deep  sense  of 
patriotism.  He  was  at  this  time  but  twenty-seven  years  of  age, 
but  was  a  man  in  maturity,  possessing  strong  intellectual  capacities 
and  a  marked  independence  of  thought  and  character,  united  to  a 
hardy  and  robust  constitution,  formed  by  a  moral  and  abstemious 
life  and  strengthened  by  constant  out-door  pursuits.     In  August, 

1862,  after  mature  consideration  and  under  the  solemn  conviction 
of  his  duty,  he  offered  his  life  to  his  country. 

The  Fourteenth  Eegiment,  New  Jersey  Yolunteers,  was  at  that 
time  being  largely  recruited  in  his  native  county,  and  on  the  25th 
of  August,  1862,  he  was  commissioned  Major  in  that  regiment. 
At  this  time  he  was  entirely  ignorant  of  military  science  and  accep- 
ted with  reluctance  so  high  a  commission.  But  .his  native  talent 
soon  manifested  itself.  He  mastered  the  duties  of  his  position  and 
at  once  established  for  himself  a  character  unrivalled  in  the  regi- 
ment, as  a  capable  and  efficient  officer.  The  greater  part  of  the 
first  year  was  passed  by  the  Fourteenth  Eegiment  at  Frederick 
City,  Maryland;  about  six  months  of  which  time,  Major  Yreden- 
burgh  acted  as  Provost-Marshal  of  that  city,  exhibiting  in  that 
capacity   marked   executive  ability.     On  the  5th  of  September, 

1863,  he  was  appointed  by  General  French,  Inspector  General  of 
the  Third  Division  of  the  Third  Corps,  and  acted  as  such  on  the 
staff  of  General  Elliot,  until  the  4th  of  October,  1863,  and  then 
on  the  staff  of  General  Carr,  who  was  appointed  to  succeed  Gen- 
eral Elliot,  until  the  4th  of  December  following.  On  the  11th  of 
December,  he  was  made  by  General  French  Inspector  General  of 
the  Third  Corps,  then  consisting  of  about  twenty-seven  thou- 
sand men.  As  a  staff  officer,  Major  Vredenburg  was  particu- 
larly valuable.  His  topographical  eye  was  of  wonderful  accu- 
racy, for  one  undeveloped  by  a  military  or  engineering  edu . 
cation.  His  recklessness  of  life,  his  self-confidence,  and  his  spirit 
of  enterprise  in  the  performance  of  his  duties,  rendered  his  services 
of  incalculable  importance.  Towards  the  spring  of  1861,  the  Third 
Division  of  the  Third  Corps,  to  which  Major  Vredenburgh  belonged? 
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was  transferred  to  the  Sixth  Corps,  he  remaining  at  the  headquar- 
ters of  his  division  on  the  staff  of  General  Eicketts.  On  May  4, 
1864,  General  Grant  commenced  his  final  advance  upon  the  enemy, 
crossed  the  Eapidan  and  engaged  the  rebel  army  in  its  full 
strength.  A  member  of  Major  Vredenburgh's  regiment  in  re- 
counting the  events  of  that  day,  says  :  "  Our  Major  had  done  glo- 
riously ;  all  day  he  had  been  in  the  saddle ;  all  day  he  rode  back- 
ward and  forward  through  the  storm  of  leaden  hail.  Was  there 
an  order  to  carry  to  that  part  of  the  division  that  wavered  under  a 
galling  fire  of  the  enemy,  who  to  carry  it  but  young  Yredenburgh  ? 
"Who  could  take  it  as  well?  His  eagle  eye  took  in  the  field  at  a 
glance.  How  our  boys  would  shout  as  they  saw  him  dashing  with 
the  speed  of  an  arrow  from  one  end  of  the  line  to  the  other — for 
he  rode  swiftly ;  he  was  a  splendid  horseman."  On  the  following 
day,  May  5th,  anc}  during  the  whole  of  that  terrible  campaign  of 
the  Wilderness,  at  Crump's  Creek  and  Spottsylvania,  Major  Yre- 
denburgh  distinguished  himself  by  a  courage  amounting  to  appa- 
rent indifference  to  life,  by  address  and  by  an  active  energy  which 
gave  promise  of  the  highest  future  usefulness. 

At  the  battle  of  Cold  Harbor,  his  conduct  won  him  the  highest 
commendation  of  his  superior  officers.  On  that  day  his  soldiers 
gave  him  the  significant  title  of  "  Commander  of  the  Sixth  Corps." 
On  July  7,  1864,  the  Fourteenth  regiment  having  been  withdrawn 
from  before  Petersburg,  with  Colonel  Truex's  brigade,  arrived  again 
at  Frederick  City,  and  crossing  the  Monocacy  river  on  the  day  fol 
lowing,  fought  almost  alone  the  well  contested  battle  of  Monocacy. 
Major  Yredenburgh  was  at  that  time  serving  on  the  staff  of  Gen 
eral  Eicketts,  and  it  was  said  by  intelligent  citizens  who  witnessed 
the  fight,  that  he  exhibited  more  bravery  than  any  man  in  the 
field.  In  this  fight,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hall  commanding,  and 
every  Captain  in  the  regiment,  who  successively  took  command, 
were  either  killed  or  wounded.  At  this  time  Major  Yredenburgh, 
with  most  commendable  zeal  and  self-sacrifice,  asked  to  be  restored 
to  his  regiment. 

After  much  marching  and  countermarching,  at  midnight  on  the 
18th  of  September,  1864,  the  Fourteenth  Eegiment,  now  in  com- 
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mand  of  Major  Vredenburgh,  marched  from  its  works  at  Berry- 
ville  in  the  direction  of  Winchester,  and  at  Opequan,  not  far  dis- 
tant from  this  latter  place,  again  engaged  the  enemy.  At  eight 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  the  signal  being  given,  the  Fourteenth, 
with  its  Major  at  its  head,  charged  the  rebel  foe,  through  a 
galling  fire  of  ball  and  shell.  Before  the  charge  Major  Yreden- 
burgh  declared  to  his  soldiers  that  he  meant  to  lead  them  to  the 
enemy's  intrenchments,  enjoining  them  to  rely  on  him — to  keep 
him  in  view  and  obey  only  his  orders — and  he  gallantly  led  them 
forward.  This  time  death  chose  a  conspicuous  mark  and  singled 
from  that  whole  command  the  most  noble  victim.  He  was  struck 
by  a  fragment  of  shell  and  killed  instantly.  His  last  words  were 
"Forward  men!  Forward,  and  guide  on  me!"  A  fitting  close  to 
the  life  of  a  patriot  martyr — a  life  without  fear  and  above  reproach. 


CHAPTER    XLVIL 
CHAPLAINS     AND      SURGEONS. 

No  class  of  men  connected  with  the  army  occupied  a  more 
responsible  and  in  some  respects  delicate  position  than  the  Chap- 
lains. They  needed  to  be  something  more  than  common  men.  No 
man  of  reticent,  haughty  or  churlish  nature  could  fill  acceptably 
this  sacred  and  responsible  office.  JSTo  man  of  easy  virtue,  who 
compromised  his  official  character  by  undue  familiarity  with  the 
vices  of  the  camp,  or  wore  his  piety  as  a  robe,  to  be  put  on  or  off 
at  will,  could  hope  to  command  respect  or  exert  a  wholesome 
influence.  The  Chaplain  needed  to  be  sincere,  genuine,  sturdy  ;  to 
possess  on  the  one  hand  the  highest  moral  courage,  and  on  the 
other  the  kindliest  spirit  of  brotherhood ;  ability  so  to  rebuke  as 
that  the  very  reproof  should  convince  its  object  of  his  sympathy 
and  friendly  concern ;  needed,  in  one  word,  to  possess  every  Chris- 
tian grace,  and  with  them  all  a  robust  and  hardy  fitness  for  danger 
which  nothing  could  weary  and  nothing  appal.  Not  only  was  it 
the  Chaplain's  office  to  preach  and  pray ;  he  was  the  counsellor, 
guide,  exemplar  of  the  men ;  he  was  their  nurse  in  camp  and  hos- 
pital, their  cheery  helper  on  the  march,  their  supporter  in  the  hour 
of  death.  To  him  they  came  as  to  a  father  or  elder  brother  with 
all  their  troubles  and  complaints ;  from  him  they  exacted  continu- 
ally confidential  services  ;  under  him  many  were  glad  to  march  as 
soldiers  of  the  Heavenly  King.  Could  a  man  of  narrow  feelings, 
with  an  empty  life  and  a  cold  heart,  fill  such  an  office  with  satis- 
faction ?  Do  men  gather  fruit  from  vines  whose  juices  have  dried 
up  and  whose  roots  are  dead  ? 

It  was  fortunate  for  the  efficiency  and  moral  character  of  our 
New  Jersey  Regiments  that  their  Chaplains  were  for  the  most  part 
men  of  genuine  piety  and  profound  devotion  to  their  work.  Some 
were,  indeed,  vastly   superior   to   others   in   all   the   elements  of 
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capacity  and  usefulness  ;  but  none,  we  believe,  were  wholly  ineffi- 
cient or  lacking  in  sympathy  with  the  spirit  of  their  calling.  Many 
labored  with  a  fidelity,  an  industry  and  a  forgetfulness  of  self, 
which  challenged  the  admiration  of  all  beholders,  and  made  them 
indispensable  helpers  in  all  the  details  of  regimental  duty.  These 
performed  not  merely  the  work  peculiar  to  their  office ;  they  did 
infinitely  more,  setting  no  bounds  to  their  sphere  of  activity,  and 
shunning  no  service  in  which  they  could  benefit  the  cause  or  con- 
tribute to  the  comfort  of  a  brother.  The  names  of  these  faithful 
servants  of  the  Master  of  All  need  not  be  shrined,  with  special 
honor,  on  these  pages.  They  are  known  to  thousands  scattered  all 
abroad  through  the  land,  and  written  in  shining  letters  where  no 
praise  of  ours  could  add  to  the  lustre.  Obviously,  those  Chaplains 
who  served  with  the  regiments  of  the  First  and  Second  Brigades 
were  exposed  to  greater  perils  and  encountered  severer  labors  than 
those  of  some  other  commands ;  and  all  of  these,  without  excep- 
tion, were  men  of  peculiar  qualifications,  as,  in  the  recollection  of 
those  with  whom  they  served,  they  were  men  of  rare  fidelity  and 
zeal.  One  of  these,  recapitulating  the  services  of  the  Chaplains 
generally  of  our  regiments,  writes  of  them  as  follows :  "  They 
were  self-denying  men.  They  looked  after  the  spiritual  and  tem- 
poral wants  of  the  troops,  and  supplied  them  to  the  full  extent  of 
their  ability.  When  needed  at  the  hospital  to  assist  in  the  care  of 
the  sick  and  wounded,  they  were  always  ready ;  in  the  camp  they 
held  religious  services,  often  under  many  discouragements  ;  wrote 
letters  for  the  men  when  needed,  forwarded  their  money  home  after 
pay-day,  and  in  every  way  sought  to  be  truly  the  soldiers  friend. 
Many  built  chapels,  only  to  be  compelled  to  abandon  them ;  but 
still  the  work  went  on.  One  Chaplain  built,  or  assisted  in  build- 
ing, four  of  these  structures  in  two  }rears,  besides  furnishing  three 
or  four  other  roofless  places  with  seats.  To  build  these  chapels — 
felling  the  trees  and  lifting  them,  green  and  heavy,  into  place,  and 
then,  after  furnishing  them  with  scats,  be  obliged  to  leave  them, 
perhaps  at  the  end  of  a  week,  was  indeed  discouraging — but  such 
was  the  Chaplain's  life.  *  *  One  of  the  last  acts  the  Chaplains 
performed  was  to  collect  our  dead — buried  here  and  there  wherever 
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they  fell — into  burying  grounds,  which  were  laid  out  and  fenced, 
at  points  a  mile  or  so  in  the  rear  of  the  most  important  battle- 
fields. After  disinterring  the  bodies,  we  put  them  in  good  strong 
boxes  and  buried  them  at  a  proper  depth,  with  a  plainly  marked 
board  at  the  head  of  each  grave.  This  was  one  of  the  most  satis- 
factory services  we  ever  performed.  In  some  cases,  on  account  of 
sudden  movements,  it  was  not  wholly  completed  by  all  the  Chap- 
lains, but  some  of  us  got  all  our  dead  that  could  possibly  be  found 
thus  safely  removed.  Not  one  of  the  Eleventh  Eegiment  dead, 
for  instance,  killed  or  dying  from  any  cause  during  the  last  two 
years  of  its  service,  was  left  unburied  or  his  grave  unmarked." 

The  total  number  of  Chaplains  serving  with  New  Jersey  regi- 
ments from  first  to  last,  was  forty-seven.  The  list,  as  certified  by 
the  Adjutant-General  of  the  State,  is  as  follows: 

First  Regiment— Robert  B.  Yard,  William  H.  McCormick. 
Second  Regiment— Robert  R.  Proudfit. 
Third  Regiment— George  R.  Darrow,  Joseph  H.  James. 
Fourth  Regiment — Norman  W.  Camp,  Daniel  A.  Miles. 
Fifth  Regiment — Thomas  Sovereign. 
Sixth  Regiment— Samuel  T.  Moore. 

Seventh  Regiment — Julius  D.  Rose,  Edward  J.  Hamilton. 

Eighth  Regiment— A.  Saint  John  Chambre,  Henry  B.  Raybold,  Samuel  T.  Moore. 
Ninth  Regiment — Thomas  Drumm,  John  J.  Carrell. 

Tenth  Regiment — Jacob  B.  Graw,  George  Lorin  Brooks,  Robert  R.  Proudfit 
Eleventh  Regiment — Frederick  Knighton,  E.  Clark  Cline. 
Twelfth  Regiment— William  B.  Otis. 
Thirteenth  Regiment— T.  Romeyn  Beck. 
Fourteenth  Regiment — Frank  B.  Rose. 
Fifteenth  Regiment — Alar-son  A.  Haines. 
First  Cavalry— Henry  R.  Pyne. 
Twenty-first  Regiment— Samuel  Conn. 
Twenty-second  Regiment — Abraham  G.  Ryerson. 
Twenty-third— William  T.  Abbott. 
Twenty-fourth  Regiment — William  C.  Stockton. 

Twenty-fifth  Regiment— Francis  E.  Butler;  died  of  wounds  received  in  action,  May 
3,  I860,  John  M.  Robinson. 
Twenty-sixth  Regiment — David  T.  Morrill ;  dismissed. 
Twenty-seventh  Regiment — John  Faull. 
Twenty-eighth  Regiment— Christian  J.  Page. 
Twenty-ninth  Regiment — Lester  C.  Rogers. 
Thirtieth  Regiment — John  S.  Janeway. 
Thirty-first  Regiment— John  McNair. 
Secoud  Cavalry— Edwin  N.  Andrews. 
Thirty-third  Regiment— John  Faull. 
Thirty-fourth  Regiment— Archibald  Bcatty. 
Thirty-firth  Regiment— Nathaniel  L.  Upham. 
Third. Cavalry —John  H.  Frazee. 
Thirty-eighth  Regiment— Charles  R.  Hartranfft." 
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Thirty-ninth  Regiment— Edward  D.  Crane. 

No  Chaplains  were  appointed  for  the  Thirty-seventh  and  Fortieth  Regiments. 


So  far  as  the  records  show,  the  number  of  Surgeons  from  this 
State  who  were  connected  with  the  Yolunteer  service  was  sixty- 
five,  and  of  Assistant-Surgeons  ninety  three.  Nine  Assistant-Sur- 
geons from  New  Jersey  were  also  connected  with  the  Eegular 
Army,  while  there  were  several  others  who  served  with  the  Navy, 
in  honorable  positions.  So  far  as  evidence  is  at  hand,  it  fully  con- 
firms the  popular  impression  that,  almost  without  exception,  these 
men  performed  their  duties  with  intelligence,  fidelity,  and  the  most 
praiseworthy  zeal  for  the  welfare  of  the  service.  It  is  certain  that 
very  many  attained  high  reputation,  as  well  as  exalted  positions, 
in  the  Army.  Doctor  A.  N.  Dougherty,  who  went  out  as  Surgeon 
of  the  Fourth  Regiment,  became,  before  the  close  of  the  war,  Medi- 
cal Director  of  the  Eight  Grand  Division  of  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac,  composed  of  the  Second  and  Ninth  Corps,  thus  reaching 
a  higher  and  more  responsible  post  than  was  attained  by  any  officer 
of  the  Yolunteer  Medical  Staff.  Doctor  Gabriel  Grant,  originally 
Surgeon  of  the  Second  Eegiment,  early  became  Brigade  Surgeon, 
and  after  distinguished  service  with  the  army  of  the  Potomac,  was 
made  Medical  Director  of  Hospitals  at  Evansville,  Indiana,  being 
subsequently  placed  in  command  of  the  Madison  United  States 
Army  Government  Hospital,  at  Madison,  in  the  same  State,  where 
at  one  time  he  had  two  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty  patients 
under  his  oare.  While  in  the  field,  he  was  frequently  mentioned 
for  meritorious  conduct.  •  Doctor  Lewis  W.  Oakley  entered  the 
service  as  Assistant  Surgeon  of  the  Second  Eegiment,  New  Jersey 
Volunteers,  May  21,  1861 ;  was  promoted  to  the  Surgeoncy  of  the 
Fourth  Eegiment,  JSew  Jersey  Volunteers,.  October  12,  1851,  and 
transferred  to  the  Second  Eegiment,  New  Jersey  Volunteers,  as 
Surgeon,  January  2,  1862.  From  this  date,  he  was  Surgeon  'in 
Chief  of  the  First  New  Jersey  Brigade,  First  Division,  Sixth  Corps, 
until  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  enlistment.  He  was  in  all  the 
battles  of  the  Potomac  Army,  from  the  first  Bull  Run  down  to  Coal 
Harbor,  and  frequently  performed  arduous  hospital   duty,  having 
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charge  of  the  Sixth  Corps  Hospital  in  May  and  June,  1863,  and 
also  at  Gettysburg  in  the  following  July.  He  was  among  the  most 
efficient  and  faithful  New  Jersey  Surgeons,  and  enjoyed  from  first 
to  last  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  his  superiors. 

Among  other  Surgeons  who  deserve  honorable  mention  are  J. 
Theodore  Calhoun,  Joseph  D.  Osborne,  J.  Andrew  Freeman.  Wil- 
liam W.  Bowlby,  W.  W.  L.  Phillips,  Edward  L.  Welling  and  John 
J.  Craven — the  latter  of  whom,  entering  the  service  as  Surgeon  of 
Kunyon's  Brigade  in  April,  1861,  remained  on  duty  until  long  after 
the  close  of  the  war.  Subsequently  passing  the  Board  of  Army 
Surgeons,  he  was  made  a  Brigade  Surgeon,  and  assigned  to  duty 
with  General  H.  G.  Wright's  Brigade,  composing  a  part  of  Sher- 
man's Expeditionary  Corps.  Accompanying  this  expedition,  Doc- 
tor Craven  was  (in  February,  1862)  made  Chief  Medical  Officer  of  a 
force  commanded  by  General  Wright,  with  which  he  proceeded  to 
Florida,  being  subsequently  assigned  to  duty  on  Tybee  Island, 
Georgia,  having  medical  care  of  all  General  Gilmore's  forces  then 
investing  Fort  Pulaski.  In  September,  1862,  having  returned  to 
Hilton  Head,  he  was  made  Medical  Purveyor  of  the  Department 
of  the  South.  Here  he  remained,  for  a  time  filling  the  duties  of 
Chief  Medical  Officer  and  participating  in  the  operations  against 
Forts  Wagner  and  Sumter,  until  May,  1861.  He  was  then  made 
Medical  Director  of  the  Tenth  Corps,  with  which  he  proceeded  to 
Virginia,  and  in  August  was  detailed  as  a  member  of  a  board  for 
the  examination  of  hospitals  in  the  Department  of  the  East,  re- 
turning to  his  post  (in  thirty  days)  as  Medical  Director,  Tenth 
Corps.  He  remained  until  January  17, 1865,  when  by  special  orders 
lie  was  assigned  to  duty  as  Medical  Purveyor  of  the  Department  of 
Virginia  and  North  Carolina,  with  his  headquarters  at  Fortress 
Monroe,  Virginia,  filling  at  the  same  time  the-  position  of  Chief 
Medical  Officer  of  that  District,  where  he  remained  on  duty  until 
December  16,  1865,  when  he  was  relieved  from  duty  at  that  post. 
While  there  he  was  the  medical  attendant  of  Jefferson  Davis,  then 
a  State  prisoner.  He  was  brevetted  Lieutenant-Colonel  (March, 
1865)  for  faithful  and  meritorious  services  during  the  war. 


APPENDED    NOTES. 


THe  record  of  New  Jersey's  part  in  the  War  for  the  Union,  would  be  incom- 
plete without  a  reference  to  the  sufferings  of  those  of  our  troops  who,  falling 
into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  were  exposed  to  the  horrors  of  the  prisons  in 
"which  he  confined  his  captives.  Hundreds  of  our  men  suffered  this  sad  ex- 
perience, and  not  a  few  miserably  perished  under  the  privations  and  hard- 
ships to  which  they  were  subjected.  The  mortality  at  Andersonville,  Georgia, 
was  greater  than  at  any  other  point,  and  the  horrors  of  that  death-pen  will 
never  be  forgotten  by  any  who  there  felt  the  full  measure  of  rebel  cruelty. 
The  story  of  the  atrocities  there  inflicted  upon  Union  prisoners  has  been  often 
told,  but  its  repetition  will  never  be  in  vain,  so  long  as  it  shall  tend  to  keep 
alive  in  the  public  mind  a  just  appreciation  of  the  value  of  the  Union,  which 
could  only  be  saved  at  such  fearful  cost. 

It  is,  of  course,  impossible  in  a  work  of  this  character  to  do  anything  more 
than  barely  refer  to  the  cases  of  a  few  of  the  Jerseymen  confined  in  the  prisons 
of  the  Confederacy.  One  of  the  most  conspicuous  instances,  though  not  in- 
volving the  actual  physical  suffering  experienced  in  very  many  others,  was 
that  of  Major  H.  W.  Sawyer,  of  the  Second  Cavalry.  Major  Sawyer  entered 
the  service  early  in  April,  1861,  joining  one  of  the  first  companies  which  left 
Pennsylvania  for  Washington.  Subsequently,  he  became  one  of  G  eneral  Stone's 
scouts,  but  applying  for  service  with  the  Ne.v  Jersey  troops,  was  appointed  a 
lieutenant  in  the  Second  Cavalry,  with  which  he  served  with  marked  distinc- 
tion. In  the  battle  of  Brandy  Station,  June  9,  1863,  being  then  a  captain,  he 
was  taken  prisoner,  and  after  remaining  a  short  time  at  Culpepper,  was  carried 
to  Richmond,  and  placed  in  Libby  Prison.  Here  he  remained  undisturbed 
until  the  6th  of  July,  when,  all  the  captains  among  the  prisoners  were  sum- 
moned by  General  Winder  from  their  quarters  into  a  lower  room  of  the  prison. 
No  exchanges  having  taken  place,  the  men  generally  supposed  that  they  were 
to  be  paroled  and  sent  home.  But  no  such  good  fortune  awaited  them. 
Instead  of  receiving  an  order  for  their  release,  they  were  informed  that  an 
order  had  been  issued  by  the  Rebel  War  Department,  directing  that  two  cap- 
tains should  be  selected  by  lot  from  among  the  prisoners,  to  be  shot  in  retaliation 
for  the  execution  by  General  Burnside  of  two  rebel  officers,  who  had  been 
detected  iu  recruiting  within  the  Union  lines.  The  consternation  occasioned 
by  this  announcement  may  be  imagined.     They  had  hoped  for  release,  and 
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here  was  an  order  which  in  a  moment  clouded  the  whole  prospect.  Escape  of 
course,  was  impossible;  the  drawing  was  inevitable.  After  being  formed  in 
a  hollow  square,  a  slip  of  paper,  with  the  name  of  each  man  written  upon  it, 
and  carefully  folded  up,  was  deposited  in  a  box,  whereupon  Captain  Turner 
informed  the  men  that  they  might  select  whom  they  pleased  to  draw  the 
names,  the  first  two  names  drawn  to  indicate  the  men  to  be  shot. 

Captain  Sawyer,  who  alone  seemed  to  retain  his  self-possession,  suggested 
that  one  of  the  chaplains  be  appointed.  Three  of  the  chaplains  were  called 
down  from  an  upper  room,  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Brown,  of  the  Sixth  Maryland, 
accepting  the  task,  amid  a  silence  almost  deathlike,  the  drawing  commenced. 
The  first  name  taken  out  of  the  box  was  that  of  Captain  Henry  Washington 
Sawyer,  of  the  Second  New  Jersey  Cavalry,  and  the  second  that  of  Captain 
Flynn,  of  the  Fifty-first  Indiana.  When  the  names  were  read  out,  says  the 
Richmond  Dispatch,  "  Sawyer  heard  it  wTith  no  apparent  emotion,  remarking 
that  some  one  had  to  be  drawn,  and  he  could  stand  it  as  well  as  any  one  else. 
Flynn  was  very  white  and  much  depressed."  The  drawing  over,  the  prisoners 
were  returned  to  their  quarters,  the  condemned,  meanwhile,  proceeding 
under  guard  to  the  headquarters  of  General  Winder,  Provost-Marshal-General. 
Here  they  were  warned  not  to  delude  themselves  with  any  hope  of  escape, 
as  retaliation  must  be  and  would  be  inflicted,  it  being  added  that  the  execu- 
tion would  positively  take  place  on  the  14th,  eight  days  hence.  Sawyer, 
however,  desperate  as  the  situation  seemed,  did  not  despair,  but  reflecting 
that  if  by  any  means  his  situation  could  be  brought  to  the  knowledge  of  the 
Government,  he  might  still  be  rescued,  he  asked  permission  to  write  to  his 
wife,  which  being  granted  on  condition  that  the  authorities  should  read  the 
letter,  he  immediately  wrote  the  following,  which  none  other  than  a  brave 
and  true-souled  man,  thus  standing  in  the  very  shadow  of  death,  could  pen : 

Provost- General's  Office,    ) 
Richmond,  Virginia,  July  G,  1863.  \ 

My  Dear  Wife  : — I  am  under  the  necessity  of  informing  you  that  my 
prospect  looks  dark. 

This  morning,  all  the  captains  now  prisoners  at  the  Libby  military  prison, 
drew  lots  for  two  to  be  executed.  It  fell  to  my  lot.  Myself  and  Captain 
Flynn,  of  the  Fifty-first  Indiana  Infantry,  will  be  executed  for  two  captains 
executed  by  Burnside. 

The  Provost-General,  J.  H.  Winder,  assures  me  that  the  Secretary  of  War 
of  the  Southern  Confederacy,  will  permit  yourself  and  my  dear  children  to 
visit  me  before  I  am  executed.  You  will  be  permitted  to  bring  an  attendance. 
Captain  Whilldin,  or  uncle  W.  W.  Ware,  or  Dan,  had  better  come  with  you. 
My  situation  is  hard  to  be  borne,  and  I  cannot  think  of  dying  without  seeing 
you  and  the  children.  You  will  be  allowed  to  return  without  molestation  to 
your  home.  I  am  resigned  to  whatever  is  in  store  for  me,  with  the  consola- 
tion that  I  die  without  having  committed  any  crime.  I  have  no  trial,  no 
jury,  nor  am  I  charged  with  any  crime,  but  it  fell  to  my  lot.  You  will  pro- 
ceed to  Washington.  My  Government  will  give  you  transportation  to  For- 
tress Monroe,  and  you  will  get  here  by  a  flag  of  truce,  and  return  the  same 
way.     Bring  with  you  a  shirt  for  me. 
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It  will  be  necessary  for  you  to  preserve  this  letter,  to  bring  evidence  at 
Washington  of  my  condition.     My  pay  is  due  me  from  the  1st  of  March* 

which  you  are  entitled  to.     Captain  B owes  me  fifty  dollars — money  lent 

to  him  when  he  went  on  a  furlough.     You  will  write  to  him  at  once,  and  he 
will  send  it  to  you. 

My  dear  wife— the  fortune  of  war  has  put  me  in  this  position.  If  I  must 
die,  a  sacrifice  to  my  country,  with  God's  will  I  must  submit;  only  let  me  see 
you  once  mpre,  and  I  will  die  becoming  a  man  and  an  officer ;  but  for  God's 
sake  do  not  disappoint  me.  "Write  to  me  as  soon  as  you  get  this,  and  go  to 
Captain  Whilldin  ;  he  will  advise  you  what  to  do. 

I  have  done  nothing  to  deserve  this  penalty.  But  you  must  submit  to  your 
fate.  It  will  be  no  disgrace  to  myself,  you,  or  the  children ;  but  you  may 
point  with  pride  and  say,  "  I  give  my  husband;"  my  children  will  have  the 
consolation  to  say,  "  I  was  made  an  orphan  for  my  country."  God  will  pro- 
vide for  you,  never  fear.  Oh  !  it  is  hard  to  leave  you  thus.  I  wish  the  ball 
that  passed  through  my  head  in  the  last  battle  would  have  done  its  work  ; 
but  it  was  not  to  be  so.  My  mind  is  somewhat  influenced,  for  it  has  come  so 
suddenly  on  me.  Write  to  me  as  soon  as  you  get  this ;  leave  your  letter  open 
and  I  will  get  it.  Direct  my  name  and  rank,  by  way  of  Fortress  Monroe. 
Farewell !  farewell !  and  hope  it  is  all  for  the  best.  I  remain  yours  until 
death.  ~  H.  W.  SAWYER, 

Captain  Second  New  Jersey  Cavalry.1 

After  penning  this  letter,  -with  a  conflict  of  feeling  which  we  may  well 
imagine,  Sawyer  and  his  companion  were  returned  to  prison,  where  they 
were  placed  in  close  confinement  in  a  dungeon  under  ground.  Here  they 
were  fed  on  corn-bread  and  water,  the  dungeon  being  so  damp  that  their 
clothing  mildewed.  The  14th  came  at  last,  but  still  they  remained  unmo- 
lested. Sawyer  had  estimated  aright;  his  letter  had  saved  him  from  the 
rebel  clutch.  Immediately  upon  receiving  it,  his  true-hearted  wife  hastened 
to  lay  tbe  matter  before  influential  friends,  and  these  at  once  proceeding  to 
Washington,  presented  the  case  to  the  President  and  Secretary  of  War,  who, 
without  delay,  directed  that  General  Lee,  son  of  General  Robert  E.  Lee,  and 
General  Winder,  son  of  the  rebel  Provost-Marshal-General,  then  prisoners  in 
our  hands,  should  be  placed  in  close  confinement  as  hostages— General  But- 
ler being  at  the  same  time  ordered  to  notify  the  Confederate  Government  that 
immediately  upon  receiving  information,  authentic  or  otherwise,  of  the  exe- 
cution of  Sawyer  and  Flynn,  he  should  proceed  to  execute  Winder  and  Lee. 
This  action,  prompt  and  unmistakable,  and  the  more  significant,  perhaps,  to 
the  enemy,  because  of  General  Butler's  known  resolution  of  purpose,  produced 
the  desired  effect.     Sawyer  and  Flynn  were  not  executed.     After  remaining 


i  The  Richmond  Dispatch,  of  July  7,  said  :— Sawyer  wrote  a  letter  home,  and  read  it 
aloud  to  the  detective  standing  near.  Upon  coming  to  the  last  part  of  it,  saying, 
"Farewell,  my  dear  wife,  farewell,  my  children,  farewell,  mother,"  he  begged  there 
standing  by  to  excuse  him,  and,  turning  aside,  burst  into  tears.  Flynn  said  he  had  no 
letters  to  write  home,  and  only  wanted  a  priest. 
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twenty -one  days  in  the  dungeon  to  which  they  were  consigned,  they  were 
relieved  and  placed  on  the  same  footing  as  other  prisoners.  Still,  however, 
the  Richmond  papers  vehemently  insisted  that  the  execution  must  and  would 
take  place,  and  the  fate  of  the  condemned  remained  for  some  time  longer  a 
matter  of  speculation  and  doubt.  But  the  days  lengthened  into  weeks;  the 
winter  passed,  and  at  length,  in  March,  1864.  the  prison  doors  were  opened, 
Sawyer  being  exchanged  for  General  Lee.  The  satisfaction  with  which  the 
brave  Captain  once  more  walked  forth  a  free  man,  and  found  shelter  under 
the  old  flag,  was  such  as  only  a  man  coming  from  death  into  life — from  dis- 
mal bondage  into  joyous  and  perfect  liberty — can  ever  experience,  and  none 
other,  certainly,  can  appreciate.  It  should  be  added,  that  Captain  Sawyer, 
after  this  sad  experience  as  before  it,  fought  gallantly  and  effectively  for  the 
good  cause,  coming  out  of  the  war  a  Major,  and  with  scars  more  honorable 
than  the  highest  rank. 

Of  the  escapes  of  Jerseymen  from  Southern  prisons,  of  which  there  were 
many,  those  of  Lieutenant  Fowler,  of  the  Fifteenth  Regiment,  and  Lieutenant 
J.  M.  Drake,  of  the  Ninth,  were  undoubtedly  the  most  remarkable  and 
romantic.  Both  wandered  for  weeks  in  the  mountains  of  North  Carolina  and 
Tennessee,  often  pursued,  and  continually  exposed  to  the  greatest  perils;  but 
both  found  friends  and  helpers,  and  finally,  after  almost  incredible  sufferings, 
reached  our  lines  in  safety.  Fowler  was  once  recaptured,  but  again  escaped, 
and  is  to-day  faithfully  serving  the  country  in  the  Regular  Army,  while  Drake, 
with  no  shadow  of  the  old  peril  on  his  face,  still  lives  to  do  battle  for  the  prin- 
ciples for  which  he  nobly  suffered. 

n. 

The  following  facts,  not  elsewhere  stated,  are  supplied  from  the  office  of  the 
Adjutant-General,  and  are  given  here  as  of  permanent  interest  and  value. 
The  number  of  commissions  issued  during  the  war  to  organizations  in  active 
service  was  3,981.  The  total  amount  of  money  transmitted  from  the  troops  in 
the  field-to  their  families  at  home,  under  the  supervision  of  Colonel  Jonathan 
Cook,  was  $2,275,980,  as  follows :— $202,052  in  18G2  ;  $902,106  in  18G3; 
$812,892  in  1864 ;  and  $238,819  in  1805.  The  amount  of  money  paid  by  the 
State  to  soldiers  and  their  families,  was  as  follows: 

Deceased  and,  discharged— 1861,  $23,051.10;  1802,  $26,341.15;  1863, 
$141,031.61;  1804,  $237,745.10;  1SG5,  120,471.07  :  total,  $555,810.G3. 

Families  and  dependent  mothers-  18G1,  $78,773.10;  18G2,  $362,369.35; 
1803,  $523,723.23;  1804,  $380.403.05 ;  1805,416,204.62;  total,  $1,701,533.95. 

Total  Disbursement,  $2,317,374.58. 

By  Joint  Resolutions  of  the  Legislature,  approved  March  27th,  1866,  an 
Honorable  Testimonial  was  directed  to  be  issued  to  all  soldiers  honorably  dis- 
charged, or  the  heirs  of  deceased  soldiers  who  have  served  in  New  Jersey 
Regiments;  also  to  residents  of  New  Jersey,  honorably  discharged  from  regi- 
ments of  other  States,  United  States  regular  army,  navy,  or  colored  troops,  on 
forwarding  their  discharges.  Thousands  of  these  testimonials  have  already 
been  distributed,  men  of  all  ranks  justly  prizing  them  as  a  recognition  of 
faithful  service.  ■ 
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The  whole  number  of  casualties  among  New  Jersey  Officers  during  the  war 
was  as  follows : — 

Officers  killed  in  action,  107;  died  of  wounds,  45;  died  of  disease,  30; 
drowned  4 ;  died  in  rebel  prison,  3;  total,  189. 

in. 

Brief  reference  has  elsewhere  been  made  to  the  efficiency  of  the  Adjutant- 
General's  Department  during  the  war.  During  the  whole  period  of  the  re- 
bellion, this  office  had  the  entire  charge  of  the  clothing,  subsisting,  lodging, 
arming,  equipping  and  transporting  of  the  troops  furnished  by  the  State,  and 
throughout,  this  vast  work  was  performed  with  a  fidelity  and  a  regard  to 
economy,  which  deserves  the  highest  praise.  In  the  matter  of  clothing  and 
equipments,  this  department  exercised  especial  care,  contractors  in  all  cases 
being  held  strictly  to  the  fullest  performance  of  their  stipulations.  In  the 
purchase  of  supplies,  the  same  scrupulous  care  was  exercised,  while  in  all  con- 
troversies arising  with  the  general  Government,  as  to  the  claims  of  the  State 
for  reimbursement  of  moneys  expended  by  it  on  war  account,  General  Perrine 
uniformly  exhibited  the  very  highest  appreciation  of  the  responsibilities  of  his 
position.  Never  shrinking  from  any  labor,  proving  always  judicious  in  coun- 
sel and  trustworthy  in  action,  this  officer  deserved  far  higher  and  more  gene- 
ral approbation  at  the  hands  of  the  supporters  of  the  war  than  he  received — 
as  those  who  were  most  intimately  associated  with  him  in  duty  will  unani- 
mously and  most  cordially  attest. 

iv.  . 

No  mention  is  made  in  these  pages  of  the  services  of  Jerseymen  who  were 
connected  with  uie  navy  during  the  war.  There  is  one  name,  however,  which 
must  not  be  passed  in  silence — that  of  Commodore  Boggs,  whose  exploits  in 
the  capture  of  New  Orleans,  ranked  him  among  the  naval  heroes  of  the  age. 
Commodore  Boggs  was,  perhaps,  as  sturdy  and  indomitable  a  sea  fighter  as 
the  war  produced,  and  Jerseymen  may  justly  rejoice  in  his  fame,  alike  as  a 
patriot,  and  a  king  among  those  who  "  go  down  to  the  sea  in  ships." 
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